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HELPING EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS…UNICO National makes a $10,000 con-
tribution to the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Newark for Earthquake Relief In
the L’aquila Region of Italy. Pictured, left to right, are: UNICO Earthquake
Committee Public Relations representative Sebastian D’Elia, who also serves as the
director of Public Relations for the County of Union; UNICO Past National
President and Earthquake Relief Committee Coordinator Renato Biribin, UNICO
National Executive Administrator Salvatore Benvenuti, Plainfields’ UNICO Presi-
dent Robert Bengivenga and Archbishop John J. Myers. Anyone who wishes to
make a donation can go to the UNICO website at unico.org or call (973) 808-0035.NEW ASSEMBLYWOMAN...Nancy Munoz was elected as the replacement for

her late husband, Eric, during a special District 21 Republican convention held
Monday in Mountainside.  She received 174 votes, followed by 34 for Long Hill
school board member Bruce Meringolo and 16 for Long Hill Mayor George
Vitureira.  She will finish out the term, which concludes in January, and will face
the two Long Hill candidates in the June Primary Election. Mrs. Munoz is expected
to be sworn into office during the Thursday, May 21, General Assembly session.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WESTFIELD UNITES... Linda Maggio, executive director, and Board of Trustees member Jennifer Jaruzelski celebrate
the Westfield United Way’s decision to end its affiliation with the United Way and go back to the original name, the Westfield
United Fund.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GREAT WEATHER FOR A FAIR...Temperatures in the upper 80s greeted
Westfield Spring Fling street fair goers on Sunday along with clowns, face
painters and food and crafts vendors.

WF Health Officer Says ‘Do Not
Be Alarmed’ About Swine Flu

Westfield ‘Fund’ Votes to Cut
Ties With United Way, May 1

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Board of Trust-
ees of the Westfield United Way have
voted to end its affiliation with the
national United Way and return to its
original name, the Westfield United
Fund, effective May 1.

According to Linda Maggio, the
Fund’s executive director since 1975,
the United Fund will now operate
independently, but will still fund 19
local human services agencies. The
organization has distributed $25 mil-
lion to local agencies over the past 70
years.

Organized in 1937 as the United
Campaign of the Westfield Social
Agencies, the organization remained
independent until 1975, when they
affiliated with the United Way. The
organization was incorporated as the
United Fund of Westfield in 1957

following a town-wide survey con-
ducted by then Mayor Emerson Tho-
mas.

“The Westfield United Fund’s de-
cision to separate from the United
Way of America came after a lengthy
review process of the diverging mis-
sions of the two organizations, in-
cluding the United Way’s plan to con-
solidate its local chapters into fewer
agencies serving larger regions,” ac-
cording to a press release issued by
the United Fund. “In addition, the
United Way is increasingly seeking a
new focus on a limited number of
national and international issues.”

According to information supplied
by the United Fund, the organization
first broke ties with the United Way in
1990 due to what it deemed “financial
improprieties” by the national orga-
nization but rejoined the national or-
ganization a decade later.

Among the groups the United Fund
supports are the Arc of Union County,
CONTACT We Care, Mobile Meals
and the Westfield Area Y. The United
Fund has also provided hot meals,

home care and transportation for se-
niors, as well as childcare and coun-
seling services for families in crisis.

David Foltz, president of the United
Fund Board of Trustees, said the
United Fund’s mission would remain
unchanged.

“Our mission is helping people.
That mission has, if anything, be-
come more critical in the current
economy. At a time when the na-
tional United Way is thinking glo-
bally, we are thinking locally. We
want to assure our donors that dol-
lars raised here will stay here,” Mr.
Foltz said.

The United Fund’s annual alloca-
tions have gone from $172,654 in
1958 to $580,000 for charity this year.
The Westfield United Fund has allo-
cated $25.3 million since 1937.

The United Way of Greater Union
County (UWGUC) based out of Eliza-
beth, the United Way of Summit and
New Providence also serves Union
County, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Garwood, Mountainside, Cranford
and Clark.

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The health officer of
the Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment, Megan Avallone, outlined Tues-
day night how the town is responding to
the Swine Influenza, which, as of
Wednesday morning, had led to a death
in Texas and about a half-dozen hospi-
talizations across the country.

As of Tuesday night, when Mrs.
Avallone addressed the council, there
had been 64 confirmed cases in the
United States, 45 of which were found
in New York City. First, Mrs. Avallone
reminded the council that there are,
currently, no confirmed cases in New
Jersey.

She said the symptoms in the U.S.
cases were “basically mild in severity”

but also noted that the country “expects
to see many more cases.”

Internationally, there are confirmed
cases in Mexico, Israel, France, Spain,
New Zealand, Scotland and Canada.
Cases in Mexico have been the most
serious and have led to at least 20
confirmed fatalities. As a result, New-
ark airport is monitoring individuals
returning from Mexico using thermal
imaging.

Mrs. Avallone said Mexico City,
which is the epicenter for the virus, has
poor air quality, exacerbating previous
respiratory illnesses, and the nutrition
levels of its inhabitants are equally as
bad.

As a result, the CDC (Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention), ear-
lier in the week, issued a travel warn-

ing, recommending that people avoid
non-essential travel to Mexico.

After the meeting, Mrs. Avallone
spoke with The Westfield Leader and
implored people experiencing flu-like
symptoms who have travelled recently
to Mexico to contact their physicians.

In response to the intensifying out-
break, the World Health Organization
(WHO) raised the worldwide pandemic
alert level to Phase 4 (of 6). Such a
phase is characterized by confirmed
person-to-person spread of a new influ-
enza virus that is able to cause “com-
munity-level” outbreaks. As the alert
level rises, so too does the likelihood of
a pandemic.

However, at press time, the influenza
is not being considered a pandemic,
and Mrs. Avallone stressed that point.
To be considered a pandemic, accord-
ing to a chart on the WHO website,
“widespread human infection” in two
or more continents must be present.
While there are cases on multiple con-
tinents, they are considered “limited.”

Mrs. Avallone said swine flu is trans-
mitted no differently than seasonal flu,
and at present, “symptoms are very
mild... and people in the U.S. can re-
cover at home.” Symptoms include
coughing, sneezing, fever over 100 and
muscle aches.

With a nationwide public health
emergency having been declared, New
Jersey will receive 300,000 doses of
Tamiflu from the Strategic National
Stockpile; the state currently has
800,000 doses on hand. The antiviral
prescription medication, which comes
in pill form, so far is the most effective
treatment.

According to Mrs. Avallone, the
WHO is working on a vaccine, but one
might not be ready for six to eight
months.

Second Ward Councilwoman JoAnn
Neylan asked if the virus might “morph.”

Mrs. Avallone responded, “There is a
possibility it will become more viru-
lent; just as likely, it also could drop off
the face of the earth...it’s a day-by-day
situation.” She again stressed that right
now, the influenza is “not serious” and
that U.S. citizens have not experienced
“serious symptoms,” and they can re-
cover at home.

“Will that be the case a week from
now?” Mrs. Avallone asked. “We don’t
know. That’s why it’s scary. It’s a new
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Mountainside Board of Edu.
Reorganizes After Election

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) reorganizing meeting on Tues-
day evening, chaired by Business Ad-
ministrator Roderic McLaughlin, be-
gan by swearing in Mary Beth
Schaumberg and Jorge Batista. Mrs.
Schaumberg and Gene Nagel were
unanimously re-elected to president
and vice-president of the board, re-
spectively. “This is just standard stuff,
so I’m just running through it,” said
Mrs. Schaumberg, as she took over as
chair of the reorganization meeting.

Mrs. Shaumberg said that there is
no increase in fees next year for pro-
fessional services such as general
counsel and auditing.

The BOE approved its annual
schedule of meetings for 2009-2010.
Chief School Administrator Jeanette
Baubles told The Westfield Leader
that the meeting calendar will be avail-
able on the district’s website on Thurs-
day.

During her remarks, Mrs. Baubles
said, “Thank you for supporting our
children,” with regards to the passing
of the school budget. The tax levy of
$12,600,375 will come from 12
monthly payments of $1,050,031.25
from the borough of Mountainside
beginning July 1.

After breaking for 40 minutes for
executive session following its reor-
ganization meeting, the BOE came
back to public session to vote on
matters such as the hiring of a new
accounts payable clerk/bookkeeper.

The position became available due
to a maternity leave, said Mrs.
Schaumberg. The candidate chosen

by Mr. McLaughlin and Ms. Baubles,
Jennifer Caldwell, began work on
April 29, at a salary rate of $37,500,
prorated, and effective through June
30, 2009. The position is tenured fol-
lowing a three-year probationary pe-
riod.

“I have concern over her resume
and her lack of experience,” said newly
elected member, Mr. Batista. Ms.
Caldwell has one-year experience
working in a public school account-
ing office. “She was the only candi-
date that had experience working in a
school district,” Mr. McLaughlin said.
While there were a number of “over-
qualified” candidates, said Mr.
McLaughlin, he explained that work-
ing in accounts payable in the public
school sector is handled differently
than in the private sector. “We believe
we can bring her up to speed at a cost
that will save the public additional
tax dollars,” said Mr. McLaughlin.

“It’s time to get consistency back
into the department,” Mr. Nagel said,
regarding the appointment.

Mrs. Baubles announced the dates
for the three programs offered during
the summer. Summer Camp will be
offered from June 29 through July 31,
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Beechwood
School. The Enrichment and Sum-
mer School programs will take place
from June 29 through July 27, from 9
a.m. until noon, also at Beechwood
School. Sign up forms and further
information will be available on the
district’s website on Thursday. “We’re
moving ahead to make this informa-
tion available to the public. It’s great
stuff for kids,” Ms. Baubles said.

On June 24, there will be a calen-

Garwood Pushes for
Additional Train Stops

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Talk of expanding
train service in Garwood occurred dur-
ing Tuesday’s borough council meet-
ing, as a resident spoke on the state of
ridership in the borough.

Earlier this month, NJ Transit con-
tacted borough officials regarding the
possibility of adding additional stops in
Garwood during the morning, midday
and evening hours. However, in order
to justify the additional trains, transit

representatives have requested that the
borough devote more parking spaces to
commuters.

William Nierstedt, a Garwood resi-
dent who described himself as a long-
time train rider, was invited to speak
before the council to provide a
commuter’s perspective on the issue.
Mr. Nierstedt said he believes NJ Tran-
sit is being “contradictory” in request-
ing additional parking spaces for com-
muters. He said many Garwood resi-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WFBOE Reorganizes
And Discusses Special Ed
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education Tuesday night
inducted its two new board members,
Rich Mattessich and David Finn.
During the reorganization meeting,
Ginny Leiz was again chosen as board
president, making it her third con-
secutive year in the post, and Julia
Walker was selected to continue as
vice-president, her third year as well.

Ms. Leiz mentioned in her speech
that she would like to seek out people
interested in volunteering time or
money for the activities that had to be
cut from the budget.

The board also passed resolutions
for all appointments, curricula, text-
books, policies, investment banks,
legal services and auditing services,
among other things, for the 2009-
2010 school year.

Board member Gary McCready said
the finance committee earlier had dis-
cussed rotating auditing services, but
that the board was going to use the
same firm it has used for the last 13
years. Ms. Leiz said fees for any pro-
fessional services had not increased.

Ms. Leiz also thanked the commu-
nity for voting in support of the budget.

Board member Ann Cary thanked
those involved in spreading the word
on the budget election, including
Westfield High School students.

The board announced longtime
teachers Ronald Lee Barner, Robert
Hild and Janet McCann will retire as
of Tuesday, June 30.

Ms. Cary mentioned that it was
difficult to understand how much it
costs to put on a school show because
the information is given piecemeal.
She asked if the board could get a full
accounting of each play. Superinten-
dent Margaret Dolan said yes, it can
be done.

Board member Richard Solomon
said the facilities committee has yet
to hear from the Boosters about the
advertising banners they had earlier
proposed to hang at school fields as a
way to generate funding for school

sports.
Mr. Solomon also mentioned that

the banner up in the field at Edison
Intermediate School on Sunday af-
ternoon was not part of this Boosters
proposal. The adult baseball team,
the Brewers, had permission to use
the field. They put up a banner spon-
sored by a beer company that was not
approved by the district. He said Ms.
Leiz went there and asked them to
take it down. “We can’t be perceived
as being anything to do with alcohol
or beer advertising,” he said.

He said he would talk to the recre-
ation department, and say to the de-
partment that if that were to “happen
again, they would not be allowed to
use the field.”

Mr. Solomon also proposed con-
ducting a field condition assessment
to determine the order in which fields
should have work done, because an
assessment has not taken place in a
while.

Board member Alice Hunnicutt said
the curriculum committee is looking
at the field trips policy, and in addi-
tion is looking to see if there is an
imbalance among schools, should one
not attend a field trip while another
does.

Superintendent Dolan discussed the
district’s special education program.
She said the state has “determined
that Westfield is meeting the state
performance plan indicators.”

She said Westfield must “do a plan
for continuous improvement.” The
plan is due tomorrow, May 1. The
board approved to move the docu-
ment, an action Ms. Hunnicutt ques-
tioned beforehand because she was
concerned that changes could not be
made. She thought curriculum and
finances could be looked at more
closely. She confirmed it was a “fluid”
document that could be adjusted or
improved upon.

As part of the state’s performance
plan, Ms. Dolan said, this year,
Westfield was selected as one of the
sample groups for a parent survey

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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POLICE BLOTTER

ELECTION NIGHT...Superintendent of Schools Margaret Dolan, left, poses
with newly elected Westfield Board of Election (BOE) members, pictured left to
right, David Finn, Jane Clancy (re-elected for a second term) and Richard
Mattessich. The group celebrated its win at BOE member Ann Cary’s home on
Tuesday, April 21.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
NOT GOOD FOR THE LANDSCAPING…Shortly after 11 a.m. on Monday, two
cars met in a minor accident at North Euclid and Kimball Avenues. One minor
injury was reported, and both vehicles needed to be towed from the scene.

Westfield
Sunday, April 19, a resident of the 700

block of Westfield Avenue reported an
incident of criminal mischief in which the
driver’s side mirror on a motor vehicle was
torn off and the glass removed.

Tuesday, April 21, Maxwell D. Scher,
18, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Westfield criminal warrant for $505
at the intersection of Watterson Street and
Rahway Avenue pursuant to an investiga-
tion. He was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and released upon
posting bail.

Wednesday, April 22, Antonio
Caponigro, 27, of Palm Bay, Fla. was ar-
rested on an outstanding Hanover traffic
warrant for $500 after a motor vehicle stop
on Summit Avenue. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and turned over to the Hanover Police De-
partment.

Wednesday, April 22, Vishal Oberoi, 28,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an out-
standing Cranford traffic warrant for $215
after a motor vehicle stop at Rahway Av-
enue and West Broad Street. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and turned over to the Cranford
Police Department.

Friday, April 24, William Hughes, Jr.,
47, of Westfield was arrested after respond-
ing to police headquarters to satisfy an
outstanding New Brunswick traffic warrant
for $500. He was released after posting bail.

Friday, April 24, Matthew Sloves, 41, of
Rahway was arrested after responding to
Westfield police headquarters to satisfy an
outstanding Rahway traffic warrant for $175.
He was released after posting bail.

Friday, April 24, a Westfield resident
reported the theft of her Louis Vuitton purse
and its contents, valued at approximately
$750, from a business on the 200 block of
Elm Street. The victim realized that she had
left her purse at the business and when she
returned to retrieve the item, it was missing
or stolen.

Friday, April 24, a Westfield resident
reported that unauthorized charges totaling
$937 had been made on her credit card
during a three-month period. The case is
under investigation by the Westfield Police
Department’s Detective Bureau.

Friday, April 24, a Westfield resident
reported that unauthorized charges had been
made on his VISA credit card, totaling
$59.95. The case is under investigation by
the Westfield Police Department’s Detec-
tive Bureau.

Friday, April 24, Jilberto Mejias, 50, of
Elizabeth was arrested in the area of East
South Avenue and Sussex Street on two
active criminal warrants from Elizabeth, for
a total of $400, and a disorderly persons
offense. He was charged with the disorderly
persons offense after he was found to alleg-
edly be in possession of prescription legend
drugs without a valid prescription.

Mejias was stopped on foot after a police
officer observed him acting suspiciously,
authorities said. He posted bail on the out-
standing warrants and was issued a sum-
mons on the Westfield charge before being
released.

Saturday, April 25, William Rivera-
Chamale, 30, of Bound Brook was arrested
on an outstanding Middlesex Borough traf-
fic warrant for $114 after a motor vehicle
stop at East Broad Street and North Avenue.
He was released after posting bail.

Saturday, April 25, Markees Zamor, 21,
of Linden was arrested at Linden police
headquarters on an active Westfield crimi-
nal warrant for $500. He could not post bail
and subsequently was committed to the
Union County jail.

Saturday, April 25, Damian Brooks, 26,
of Newark was arrested on the 100 block of
North Euclid Avenue on an outstanding no-
bail warrant issued by the Passaic County
Sheriff’s Department. Brooks was stopped
when a random license plate inquiry re-
vealed the active warrant. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and turned over to the Passaic
County Sheriff’s Department.

Shadeed Ellis, 33, of Bloomfield, a pas-
senger in the vehicle driven by Brooks, was
arrested on an outstanding East Orange
traffic warrant for $106. Ellis was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released after posting bail.

Saturday, April 25, an envelope contain-
ing a birth certificate was found at the
Westfield Diner. The package and birth
certificate were turned over to the Westfield
Police Department and secured in its prop-
erty locker.

Saturday, April 25, Jehaan Depina-Veiga,
20, of Roselle was arrested on the 900 block
of West South Avenue on an outstanding
Roselle traffic warrant for $955. He was
stopped after a registration check revealed
he was operating a motor vehicle with a
suspended driver’s license. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released after posting bail.
Depina-Veiga was issued a summons for
operating a motor vehicle with a suspended
license.

Sunday, April 26, Norman Dillon, III,
50, of Edison was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop in the area of Springfield Av-
enue and Cardinal Drive on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant for $250. Dillon
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released on his own
recognizance with a new court date.

Scotch Plains
Monday, April 20, Steven Hall, 47, of

Elizabeth was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He was
processed and released.

Monday, April 20, a resident of Cooper
Road reported that someone did approxi-
mately $75 worth of damage to her mail-
box.

Monday, April 20, a resident of Riverdale
Court reported that a former friend made
multiple harassing telephone calls at all
hours of the night.

Monday, April 20, Patrick Shin, 42, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed and released.

Saturday, April 25, a resident of Westfield
Road reported that someone threw several
rocks at his front door, causing damage.

Saturday, April 25, a resident of Ever-
green Boulevard reported that someone
transferred money from his bank account
without authorization.

Saturday, April 25, an employee of the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools reported that someone removed
food items valued at approximately $50
from the cafeteria.

Mountainside
Wednesday, April 22, police responded

to a report of a fire on Mountain Avenue.
According to the police, the homeowner
was burning logs in an outdoor fireplace,
which got out of control. The fire depart-

ment responded and put out the fire, au-
thorities said. No damage was reported.

Thursday, April 23, a patron at a Route
22 gas station reported that she requested
gas and intended to pay cash for the pur-
chase. According to police, she changed her
mind and told the attendant she would be
paying by debit card instead. When the
attendant removed the nozzle in order to
restart the transaction, approximately one
cup of gasoline worth 24 cents discharged
into the vehicle and on the driver’s clothing,
police reported. No damage to the vehicle
was visible, but the smell of gasoline was
evident in the vehicle, authorities said.

Thursday, April 23, Michael J. DePalma,
23, of Bloomfield was arrested for allegedly
driving with a suspended license after a
motor vehicle stop. He was processed and
released at the scene.

Friday, April 24, Quentin Walker, 38, of
Somerset was picked up at the New
Brunswick police department and charged
with an outstanding warrant in the amount
of $565.

Saturday, April 25, Vivek Oberoi, 26, of
Elizabeth was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI) after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22 for failure to
maintain a lane.

Monday, April 27, a resident of Central
Avenue reported that while she was sitting
in her living room, a car pulled up in front of
her house and she witnessed the driver, a
well-dressed woman in her 30s with blond
hair, get out of the vehicle and remove a bag
of garbage from the can at the end of the
driveway. According to police, the suspect
put the bag on the passenger seat and drove
away towards Route 22 in a vehicle de-
scribed as a black Honda Accord with New
Jersey license plate VTT125.

Fanwood
Sometime between 7 p.m. on Tuesday,

April 14, and 7 p.m. on Wednesday, April
15, a green bicycle was stolen from the back
porch of a residence on the end block of
Mary Lane.

Thursday, April 16, Juan Airar, 50, of
Elizabeth was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop for cell phone use and charged with
multiple outstanding warrants out of New-
ark. He was processed and released.

Thursday, April 16, Lamont Yarrell, 46,
a homeless individual, was arrested on a
Union County no-bail warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. He was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Union County
Sheriff’s Department.

Friday, April 17, Michelle Sasso, 24, of
Bloomfield was arrested on an outstanding
Kinnelon warrant after a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue. She was processed and
released.

Sunday, April 19, Gerardo Alvarado, 25,
of Elizabeth was arrested for suspicion of
DWI and failure to provide a breath sample
after being stopped for failure to maintain a
lane on Terrill Road. He was processed and
turned over to a family member.

Thursday, April 23, Jerome Pickney, Jr.,
20, of Plainfield was arrested on warrants
out of Watchung, Westfield, Piscataway
and Elizabeth after a motor vehicle stop on
Westfield Road. He was processed and
released to the Piscataway Police Depart-
ment.

Thursday, April 23, Tanya Davis, 30, of
Plainfield was arrested on a no-bail warrant
out of Plainfield after an investigation on
Martine Avenue. She was processed and
picked up by the Plainfield Police Depart-
ment.

Thursday, April 23, Alisha Lewis, 28, of
New Providence was arrested on warrants
out of Woodbridge, Clark and Edison after
an investigation on Martine Avenue. She
was processed and turned over to the
Woodbridge Police Department after fail-
ing to post bail.

Thursday, April 23, a resident reported
that his motor vehicle sustained multiple
scratches while parked at the south side
train station parking lot overnight.

A business on the 100 block of South
Avenue reported that sometime between
6:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 23, and 9 p.m.
on Friday, April 24, someone damaged the
fence at the rear of his property.

Friday, April 24, Peter Breece, 20, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on a Bergen
County warrant after a motor vehicle stop
on Westfield Avenue. He was processed
and released with a court date to appear in
Bergen County Court.

Saturday, April 25, Enn Muru, 21, of
Colonia was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop on South Martine Avenue and charged
with suspicion of DWI after failing a field
sobriety test.

Sometime between Saturday, April 25,
and Monday, April 27, a business on the
200 block of South Avenue reported that
someone removed both side view mirrors
from a Cadillac parked at the business. The
value of both mirrors is $1,500.

Tuesday, April 28, Delshaun Myers, 34,
of Roselle was arrested on a Clark Town-
ship warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue. He was processed and re-
leased.

virus, where people have no natural
immunity.”

Fellow Second Ward Councilwoman
Vicki Kimmins asked if having a flu
shot would help.

“It won’t hurt,” Mrs. Avallone said,
“but it’s not going to help with immu-
nity since it’s a new strain of virus.”

Mrs. Avallone said the health depart-
ment has been in contact with all school
registered nurses, who will survey stu-
dents for ILI (influenza-like illness)
symptoms.

Mrs. Avallone told The Leader that
the health department received a call
from a school nurse who was alerted
to the fact that a child exhibiting flu-
like symptoms had recently traveled
from Mexico. This child was sent to a
hospital emergency room for testing,
but the results have not been final-
ized.

“We’re getting concerned only when
there is a link to travel to Mexico
through that individual or that
individual’s immediate family,” she
said.

The town has made contact with all
local first-responder groups and Over-
look Hospital, which are prepared. All
Type A, non-identifiable influenzae
isolates will be sent to a public health
environmental lab for confirmatory
testing. Arrangements have been made
to have Union County’s Office of
Health Management to transport these
isolates to the state lab if needed.

Union County has PPEs (personal
protective equipment), including
gloves, masks, goggles and suits, ready
for first responders.

At present, Mrs. Avallone feels that
while the world is dealing with a “scary”
new virus, the swine flu story has been
overblown.

“The media needs to fill a 24-hour
cycle of news. They need to fill it with
something... They reported that there

have been 200 deaths in Mexico, but
that is not necessarily true. There have
been only 20 confirmed deaths there,”
she said Tuesday night.

She also reminded the public that as
of Tuesday night, there had been no
confirmed fatalities in the United States,
and that on average, seasonal flu kills
roughly 36,000 people a year.

She encouraged people to employ
“common sense” — do not go to school
or work if sick and exhibiting flu-like
symptoms. Covering one’s nose and
mouth when coughing or sneezing, as
well as hand-washing, are very impor-
tant.

“We should be concerned, but we
should not be alarmed,” she said.

Keep updated on westfieldnj.gov. To
call the health department, dial (908)
789-4070.

In the public portion of the meeting,
Marc Brody of Woodmere Drive, whose
home backs up to Brightwood Park,
came to thank Town Clerk Claire Gray.

Experiencing a “horrendous stench”
and seeing what he thought was a dead
dog on his property, just outside his
window, Mr. Brody called a number of
local agents to remove the animal.

Upon realizing that it was a dead
deer, Mr. Brody called the police, the
health department, animal control,
the Department of Public Works, but
to no avail. No entity would remove
the animal since it was on private
property.

Finally calling “the boss,” as he re-
ferred to Mrs. Gray, Mr. Brody said she
found Carcass Removal Services, In-
corporated, which removed the animal
Wednesday.

“I called anyone. No one wanted to
touch it,” Mr. Brody said, “So, I came to
tell you what a wonderful employee
you have here. She took the time to take
care of me. She realizes there’s a glitch
in the system.”

GW Council Tackles
Rejected School Budget

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Last week,
Garwood voters rejected a $6.3-mil-
lion school tax levy that would have
raised taxes by an average of $107 in
the borough. With the failure of the
school budget, the borough council
has scheduled a public meeting for
May 4, with the board of education to
begin its review of the budget. A
revised spending plan must be in place
by May 19.

In total, five budgets in Union
County failed. In addition to
Garwood, residents in Linden, Hill-
side, Kenilworth and Plainfield all
voted down their school budgets for
2009-2010.

“With the state of the economy, we
had really anticipated that there might
have been more [budget failures],”
Union County Superintendent of
Schools Carmen Centoulo said. “In
the Garwood case, the voters, I think,
felt that they could not accommodate
any increase that was going to be
requested.”

Now that voters have rejected the
budget, the next step is for the school
district to provide a “line by line”

copy of their proposed spending to
the borough council. Ernest Turner,
the borough’s interim school busi-
ness administrator, said these copies
were delivered to the borough coun-
cil last week.

“Depending on what the council
feels it can recommend to the Board
of Education, it’s going to have to be
a reduction in certain programs,” Mr.
Turner said.

Once the council has reviewed the
budget and made its recommenda-
tions, either to cut the budget, leave it
alone or increase the spending plan,
the revised budget will be sent to Ms.
Centoulo’s office for approval. Once
her office has given its endorsement,
the school board will then vote on the
revised budget.

Should the school board and coun-
cil be unable to reach an agreement,
there is the possibility of intervention
from state Department of Education
Commissioner Lucille Davy, although
Ms. Centoulo said that has generally
not been necessary during her tenure.

“We haven’t really in the past. In
my four years, I think there was only
once that we had to go to [the state
level],” Ms. Centoulo said.

dents walk to the station, while others
utilize the Cranford and Westfield sta-
tions due to the lack of stops in the
borough.

Mr. Nierstedt, who is also a member
of the planning board, detailed his own
experience of taking the train from
Westfield on days he could not guaran-
tee he would make one of the evening
trains to Garwood. He said other com-
muters, including Councilman Anthony
Sytko, have had similar experiences
and that increasing stops alone would
draw more commuters to the station.

“If we know there’s a ride home,
more people use the train from
Garwood,” Mr. Nierstedt said. “That’s
what it boils down to.”

Mr. Sytko, the borough’s Transpor-
tation Advisory Board representative,
said his spot check of the Kennedy
Plaza lot over the last two weeks showed
available spaces, though he admitted it
was a “poor sample size.”

The usability of this lot is also
questionable since it was built using a
federal Community Development
Block Grant. Mr. Sytko said NJ Tran-
sit has discussed the possibility of
building an expanded station in the
borough if and when Midtown Direct
service is added to the Raritan Valley
Line.

“It’s a chicken and egg thing,” Mr.
Sytko said. “[NJ Transit’s] not going to
give us the stops until we get more
parking. We’re not going to get the
parking until we get more stops.”

Mayor Dennis McCarthy asked Mr.
Nierstedt to draft a letter detailing his
comments, which will then be sent to
NJ Transit. Officials said they would
explore avenues for additional com-
muter parking.

Tuesday was also a public hearing on
the 2009 municipal budget. The bor-
ough plans to spend $7,013,610 in 2009,
an increase of more than $177,000 from
last year. The total tax levy for the
budget is $5.2 million and carries with
it an average tax increase of $170 for a
home assessed at $103,000. The bor-
ough will utilize the state’s pension
deferral program, and has also applied
for extraordinary state aid.

The council, along with borough
auditor Warren Korecky and Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Sandy Bruns, answered
inquiries from resident Bruce Paterson,
who had forwarded a list of roughly 30
questions to the governing body in ad-
vance of the meeting.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a bond ordinance for the 2009
road and drainage improvement
project. The repair work includes
drainage on Pine Avenue and road
resurfacing on Beech Avenue and East
Street. Ordinances to require the ret-
rofitting of storm drains and enacting
regulations for dumpsters in the bor-
ough were approved as well.

The May 12 council will feature the
annual “Students in Government Day,”
during which borough students will act
as the borough’s officials.
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Westfield Council – Flu

Berkeley Heights Debates
Police Chief’s Salary

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The
Berkeley Heights Council upheld its
previous decision to pay Police Chief
David Zager $65,000, and to allow the
township to defer its state pension pay-
ments for 2009 in a 4-2 vote at a council
meeting Tuesday night.

Berkeley Heights has a mayor and
six council members. The mayor is
elected to a four-year term and the
council members are elected to three-
year terms, with two council seats up
every year.

A controversy erupted amongst the
council members regarding a payout to
the police chief, and the approval of it,
during the absence of council members
Elaine Perna and Joseph Bruno.

Several residents said they wanted to
see the council rescind the agreement,
as proposed on the evening’s agenda.

It was revealed at Tuesday’s meeting
that, in October, Councilman Louis
DiPasquale, whose brother is a police
officer for the township, approached
Councilman Bruno saying that Chief
Zager had floated a rumor of his retire-
ment and it was causing a disruption in
the department.

Township Administrator Jack
Conway did confirm that the chief  has
filed with the pension board, but it is
currently unknown as to when he  plans
to retire.

Due to an accounting error, the chief
may be entitled to additional salary.
According to the council, the chief is
required to be paid $1 more than the
highest paid officer. One of the town-
ships’ police captains has served as the
director of the Office of Emergency
Management, which has a salary of
approximately $4,000 per year, since
2002. The township was paying this
salary and including it in the captain’s
pension calculation. The error has been
fixed for the future, but some council
members agreed that the chief should
be compensated to make up for the
difference, while others, such as Mr.
Bruno, felt that the state pension board
should be notified of the error and the
township receive the erroneous contri-
butions back.

Several residents spoke out in sup-
port of rescinding the payment. Lisa
Smith called it “unethical” and that it
“borders on criminal.” She said she felt
Mr. DiPasquale should not vote on
police matters because of his brother
and that, “no one should ever put their
trust in you (the council) again.”

Republican Chairman and former
councilman David Ronner said he felt
it was irresponsible that the council was
making this payment and did not have
the police chief sign a waiver to negate
a future lawsuit. He also complained
that Mr. DiPasquale did not respond
to his letters and phone calls in a

timely manner.
The discussion among the council

members became heated at times, with
Councilman DiPasquale using an exple-
tive to describe the council’s behavior.

Councilman Bruno stated that he did
not want to give the chief any money
unless he was going to retire and felt
that the chief got everything he was
asking for, including an extra $14,000.
While councilwoman Perna stated her
displeasure that this was done while
she and councilman Bruno were on
vacation, though she noted that it was
not likely to have changed the outcome
of the vote.

Councilman Thomas Battaglia coun-
tered Ms. Perna’s argument by stating
that she did not feel a resolution to
appoint legal counsel should be tabled
during two other council members’
absence at a previous meeting, calling
her “hypocritical.”

Additionally, the council approved
the township’s application to defer pen-
sion payment, though a final decision
has not been made as to whether the
township will actually defer the pay-
ment. The application deadline to be
considered for the deferment was April
22, and was filed by Mr. Conway prior
to council approval.

Mayor David Cohen said he was
“somewhat outraged” that the paper-
work was filed without his knowledge
and said that he and the council, “might
as well go sit in the audience.”

Councilwoman Perna said that while
the budget committee is still consider-
ing it, it was not in favor of deferment.
She and Mr. Bruno voted against the
resolution.

Councilman DiPasquale, who’s seat
is up for re-election this year, criticized
the mayor for comments he made in the
Independent Press that he was con-
tacted regarding a recent Republican
Committee meeting held to choose can-
didates for the upcoming election. He
was unable to attend the recent manda-
tory screening, and was not chosen to
be on the ballot. Mayor Cohen stated
that he was not quoted in the article, but
that he did notify Mr. DiPasquale of the
meeting.

Councilman DiPasquale will have to
run as a write-in for the rimary election,
or wait for the general election in No-
vember to run on the party line.

conducted by the state as part of its
“overall monitoring program.”

She said the state has told the dis-
trict that it needs transitional services.

Ted Kozlik, special services direc-
tor, said he projected the district would
need a third special education class
due to increased enrollment, saying
seven students arrived in the district
over the last four to five months who
were not accounted for in the budget.

He also said the out-of-district
placement is at 9.6 percent, where 9.5
percent is the maximum target. The
cost savings is improved if a student
is kept in-district, the board said.

Mr. Kozlik also said the district’s
English as a Second Language pro-
gram needs improvement.

Board Secretary Bob Berman ex-
plained that the district would defer
50 percent of the Public Employees
Retirement System pension liabil-
ity in the amount of $272,026, but
plans to pay it off by June 30, if
possible, to avoid paying as much
interest, at a rate of 8 percent, as
possible.

The next board of education meet-
ing is Tuesday, May 5, when the board
will announce the recipient of the
Philhower Award. The location and
time is to be determined and will be
posted on the district’s website.

Tax Collector Office
Open Late for Taxes

WESTFIELD — The office of the
Westfield Tax Collector will be open on
Friday, May 1, from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
(note new closing time) for the payment
of property taxes.

Contact the tax office with any ques-
tions at (908) 789-4051 or by e-mail at
taxcollector@westfieldnj.gov.

Interest will be charged beginning on
Wednesday, May 6.

DWC Preps for New Promo;
Cameras Could Be Delayed

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) board,
Monday, discussed the proposed cam-
era project for the area behind Starbucks,
where teenagers and young adults have
been hanging out.

Town Councilman Frank Arena,
council liaison to the DWC, reported
that Councilman Mark Ciarrocca had
conducted discussions with many of
the stakeholders in that area, and Mr.
Arena described their reactions as
“gung-ho” to the cameras.

He also said Starbucks liked the idea
of an in-store monitor, which was not
part of the proposal. Mr. Gildea closed
out the discussion by saying that in the
current economic climate, the town
may need to delay the purchase.

Mrs. Cronin reported that the retail
occupancy rate in Westfield remains at
94 percent. Mrs. Cronin said in the past
month, there has been an upswing in
interest in the retail space market.

Mrs. Cronin passed out applications
for the Downtown Westfield 5K (The
Pizza Run), to be held on Wednesday,
July 22. Plans continue to move for-
ward for a car show to be held in early
October. The concept of a food and
wine festival to be held on September
12 continues to be pursued, though
finding consensus on a format among
the town’s restaurants is proving chal-
lenging, Mrs. Cronin said.

Town administrator Jim Gildea re-
ported that Union County approved the
South Avenue Streetscape project. It
may now go to bid.

A sign grant was approved for Bou-
levard Bistro, who is taking over the
former Allied Business Machines space
on South Avenue. A façade grant was
discussed for the former Tarpley Jewel-
ers space at the corner of Quimby Street
and Central Avenue.

The board also discussed the
Westfield in Bloom competition, which
will be judged on July 2 and 3. The
Westfield in Bloom promotion is in-
tended to improve the appearance of
the entire town. The DWC has been in
contact with organizations in town about
making an effort to beautify a variety of
locations around town, and will ask
homeowners to also make an extra ef-
fort to use plants and flowers to beau-
tify their homes.

Planter baskets will be mounted on
many poles downtown, and stores will
be asked to invest in planters and to help
with their watering. The DWC’s effort
is being assisted by Williams’ Nursery.
According to DWC Executive Director
Sherry Cronin, judging will be based
on tidiness, environmental concerns,
community involvement and heritage.
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dar-setting meeting from noon until 4
p.m. in the Susan Collier Media Cen-
ter at Beechwood School. The pur-
pose of the meeting is to make a
proactive attempt to ensure that com-
munity events do not overlap with
events planned by the district during
the 2009-2010 school year.
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Jessica E. Jaskula for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW BOE FACES…Newly-sworn Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
members Karen Kulikowski, left, and David Gorbunoff, right, are joined by BOE
incumbents Norman “Trip” Whitehouse and Betty Anne Woerner at Monday’s
re-organization meeting.

TO THE MOON…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Moonglowers Jazz
Ensemble took first place at the NJ State Jazz Finals on Friday, April 24, at
Princeton High School. The Moonglowers also received top sectional awards for
saxophones and rhythm section. Soloist awards were won by two Moonglowers –
Joe Ellis on drums and Colleen Curren on vibes. Pictured are current Scotch
Plains Fanwood High School seniors who perform in the Moonglowers. SPF
(SPIFFY) Jazz received third place.

HELPING EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS… UNICO National makes $10,000 contribution to the Roman Catholic Archdiocese
of Newark for Earthquake Relief In L’aquila Region of Italy. Pictured, left to right, are: UNICO Earthquake Committee
Public Relations representative Sebastian D’Elia, who also serves as the director of Public Relations for the County of Union;
UNICO Past National President and UNICO Earthquake Relief Committee Coordinator Renato Biribin, UNICO National
Executive Administrator Salvatore Benvenuti, Plainfield UNICO President Robert Bengivenga and Archbishop John J.
Myers. Anyone who wishes to make a donation can go to the UNICO website at www.unico.org or call (973) 808-0035.

Kulikowski and Gorbunoff
Join SP-F School Board

Mayor Malool Denies Allegations
Of Secrecy On Municipal Budget

Region Health Officer Says ‘Do Not
Be Alarmed’ About Swine Flu

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The health officer
of the Westfield Regional Health
Department, Megan Avallone, out-
lined Tuesday night how the depart-
ment is responding to the Swine In-
fluenza, which, as of Wednesday
morning, had led to a death in Texas
and about a half-dozen hospitaliza-
tions across the country.

As of Tuesday night, Mrs. Avallone
said there had been 64 confirmed
cases in the United States, 45 of which
were found in New York City. First,
Mrs. Avallone reminded everyone that
there are, currently, no confirmed
cases in New Jersey.

She said the symptoms in the U.S.
cases were “basically mild in sever-
ity” but also noted that the country
“expects to see many more cases.”

Internationally, there are confirmed
cases in Mexico, Israel, France, Spain,
New Zealand, Scotland and Canada.
Cases in Mexico have been the most
serious and have led to at least 20
confirmed fatalities. As a result, New-
ark Airport is monitoring individuals
returning from Mexico using thermal
imaging.

Mrs. Avallone said Mexico City,
which is the epicenter for the virus,
has poor air quality, exacerbating pre-
vious respiratory illnesses, and the
nutrition levels of its inhabitants are

equally as bad.
As a result, the CDC (Centers for

Disease Control and Prevention), ear-
lier in the week, issued a travel warn-
ing, recommending that people avoid
non-essential travel to Mexico.

After the meeting, Mrs. Avallone
spoke with The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times and implored people
experiencing flu-like symptoms who
have traveled recently to Mexico to
contact their physicians.

In response to the intensifying out-
break, the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) raised the worldwide
pandemic alert level to Phase 4 (of 6).
Such a phase is characterized by con-
firmed person-to-person spread of a
new influenza virus that is able to
cause “community-level” outbreaks.
As the alert level rises, so too does the
likelihood of a pandemic.

However, at press time, the influ-
enza is not being considered a pan-
demic, and Mrs. Avallone stressed
that point. To be considered a pan-
demic, according to a chart on the
WHO website, “widespread human
infection” on two or more continents
must be present. While there are cases
on multiple continents, they are con-
sidered “limited.”

Mrs. Avallone said swine flu is
transmitted no differently than sea-
sonal flu, and at present, “symptoms
are very mild... and people in the U.S.
can recover at home.” Symptoms in-
clude coughing, sneezing, fever over
100 degrees and muscle aches.

With a nationwide public health
emergency having been declared,
New Jersey will receive 300,000 doses
of Tamiflu from the Strategic Na-
tional Stockpile; the state currently
has 800,000 doses on hand. The anti-
viral prescription medication, which
comes in pill form, so far is the most
effective treatment.

According to Mrs. Avallone, the
WHO is working on a vaccine, but
one might not be ready for six to eight
months.

Mrs. Avallone responded, “There
is a possibility it (Swine Flu) will
become more virulent; just as likely,
it also could drop off the face of the
earth...it’s a day-by-day situation.”
She again stressed that right now, the
influenza is “not serious” and that
U.S. citizens have not experienced
“serious symptoms,” and they can
recover at home.

“Will that be the case a week from
now?” Mrs. Avallone asked. “We
don’t know. That’s why it’s scary. It’s
a new virus, where people have no
natural immunity.”

Mrs. Avallone said getting a flu

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Nancy Malool denied, this week, that
the 2009 municipal budget is being
crafted in private and in violation of
open public meeting requirements.

At Tuesday night’s township coun-
cil meeting, the mayor responded to
accusations by Democratic Party
Chairman Dick Samuel that the coun-
cil, in recent weeks, has met about the
budget “behind closed doors” and
under the guise of executive sessions
devoted to discussing possible lay-
offs of municipal employees. Mr.
Samuel said those sessions should
have been open to the public because
state statute says that closed sessions
are only required when specific em-
ployees are being discussed and the
municipal manager — not the coun-
cil — decides which specific em-
ployees will be laid off.

Over the past week, Mr. Samuel,
who has attended most budget meet-
ings over the past two years, has en-
gaged in a series of e-mail exchanges

with the mayor and other township
officials about the matter. Last Thurs-
day, according to an e-mail he pro-
vided to The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, he told the mayor that the
council’s “secret deliberations” may
have been an effort “to prevent me
from hearing your deliberations.” He
said he interpreted some of the
mayor’s e-mails as implying that “the
entire budget was discussed and that
decisions were made.”

The mayor told Mr. Samuel that the
council’s closed sessions, including
one last week, involved personnel
discussions. “I don’t think we’ve done
anything improper,” she said. The
township budget was discussed only
in terms of possible layoffs, she said.

Township Attorney Brian Levine
told Mr. Samuel that the specific stat-
utes he had cited actually “clearly
provide” that the council should have,
and properly did, hold those person-
nel discussions in closed session.

The council is planning to intro-
duce its budget early, prior to a public
hearing and vote in June. Mr. Samuel
said, on Tuesday, that it was “very
important for the public to know” the
details of how the budget was as-
sembled. It was important, he added,
to “not only see the results, but to see
the deliberations.”

The mayor said other towns intro-
duce their budget first and then hold
meetings prior to its final adoption.
The budget that will be unveiled at
the May 12 meeting is one “that can
be worked on,” Mayor Malool said.

The first budget meeting will be on
Tuesday, May 5, when Chief Finan-
cial Officer Lori Majeski presents the
spending plan that she and consultant
Gregory Fehrenbach assembled.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a bid from Midco Waste Sys-
tems for the annual, residential spring
clean up in June. The company’s

$85.67 per permit purchased is $5
higher than its rate last year due to
increased carting fees, according to
Acting Township Manager Robert
LaCosta. Councilman Dominick
Bratti said that household permits
will still cost $75 for up to 750 lbs. of
household refuse, and Mayor Malool
noted that the $5 increase will be
covered by state Clean Communities
funding.

The council gave final approval to
an ordinance establishing a $100 fee
for any extra duty police vehicles,
such as utility roadwork requiring a
police officer. Councilwoman Mary
DePaola said that any company or
other entity requiring a policeman
will be charged $100 per day for use
of the police vehicle.

The council approved a resolution
appointing Orion Systems Integra-
tors to provide computer systems sup-
port to the township government.
Councilman Bratti said the firm “is
familiar with the township’s needs”
and has been “working with the town-
ship for a number of years.”

The council introduced an ordi-
nance that will take the council out of
the appeals process regarding zoning
board approvals. Presently, local law
allows objectors to a zoning board
application to appeal an approval to
the township council, although that
avenue has been used just once in the
past 35 years, according to Mr.
LaCosta. Councilman Jeffrey Strauss
said the ordinance would delete that
proviso and require all appeals to
proceed directly to Superior Court.
The public hearing on this ordinance
will be held on Tuesday, May 12.

At the start of the meeting, Vincent
and Nicholas Losavio, owners of
John’s Meat Market on Park Avenue,
were honored with a resolution con-
gratulating them on the 70th anniver-
sary of their family’s business.
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By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At Monday’s
reorganization meeting for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
newly elected board member Karen
Kulikowski was sworn into office
along with incumbents Norman
“Trip” Whitehouse and Betty Anne
Woerner, who won re-election last
week. David Gorbunoff, who was
appointed by the board to fill a va-
cancy left by the resignation of Jane
Costello, also took his oath of office.

Ms. Kulikowski, Ms. Woerner and
Mr. Whitehouse, who each ran unop-
posed, will serve three-year terms.
Mr. Gorbunoff will serve the remain-
ing year left on Ms. Costello’s term.

“I’m thrilled [to serve again] and
looking forward to working with this
group of people,” Ms. Woerner said.

As a newcomer, Ms. Kulikowski
also expressed her excitement to The
Scotch Plains- Fanwood Times. “This
is such an honor,” she said.

Additionally, Mr. Whitehouse was
elected Monday to another term as
board president. Board Vice-Presi-
dent Sasha Slocum was also re-elected
to her role. There were no other nomi-
nations.

“I’m very excited,” Ms. Slocum
told The Times of the new term. “Last
year has taught me a lot and I feel I
can be very effective this year.”

Also Monday, Business Adminis-
trator Anthony Del Sordi gave unof-
ficial election results. The budget was
approved this year. Out of 2,407 votes
cast in Scotch Plains, 1,369 residents
voted for the budget and 1,038 voted
against it. In Fanwood, out of 1,087
votes cast, 579 voted “yes” to the

2009-2010 school budget with 508
voting “no.” This amounts to a total
of 1,948 votes in favor of the budget.
Turnout was 16 percent of the com-
bined 21,000 registered voters in the
two communities.

“I want to thank both communities
[for passing the budget],” Mr.
Whitehouse told The Times “I do un-
derstand that this was a tough year
financially and I’m sure that many
people, before pulling ‘yes’, had to
pause for a second,” he continued. “I
want to wholeheartedly thank our
district for allowing us to continue to
educate.”

Ms. Slocum said that she was
touched hearing the budget vote on
Tuesday night. With this current eco-
nomic situation, “this was one of the
most moving years,” she said. “There
were tears,” she said. “It was such an
emotional response.” Judging by the
reaction of the crowd that had as-
sembled that night, including educa-
tors and PTA members, she said the
approval of the budget was a “big
release” for people.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes also expressed her grati-
tude to the district at the close of the
meeting for supporting the budget.

The board also approved Monday
The Times and the Courier News as
the official publications for all dis-
trict official legal/public notices for
the 2009-2010 school year, as well as
approving the adopting of existing
policies and curriculum. It also ap-
proved the dates and times for open
agenda and regular public meetings.

The board also approved the
monthly tax payments by the munici-
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Courtesy of Steven Falco
SHADE TREES...Over one hundred people turned out to celebrate Arbor Day
this past Friday at Carriage House Park in Fanwood. Pictured are: Alyssa Lopez,
Matt Aud, Biki ElNeggar and Caelan Starnes helping Fanwood Councilman Dave
Valian display the Tree City USA flag that was awarded to Fanwood for the 16th
consecutive year by the National Arbor Day Foundation.
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Berkeley Heights Council
Debates Police Chief’s Salary

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The
Berkeley Heights Council upheld its
previous decision to pay Police Chief
David Zager $65,000, and to allow
the township to defer its state pension
payments for 2009 in 4-2 votes at a
meeting on Tuesday night.

Berkeley Heights has a mayor and
six council members. The mayor is
elected to a four-year term and the
council members are elected to three-
year terms, with two council seats up
every year.

A controversy erupted amongst the
council members regarding a payout
to the police chief, and the approval
of it, during the absence of council
members Elaine Perna and Joseph
Bruno.

Several residents said they wanted
to see the council rescind the agree-
ment, as proposed on the evening’s
agenda.

It was revealed at Tuesday’s meet-
ing that, in October, Councilman
Louis DiPasquale, whose brother is a
police officer for the township, ap-
proached Councilman Bruno saying
that Chief Zager had floated a rumor
of his retirement and it was causing a
disruption in the department. Accord-
ing to Councilman Bruno, and not
disputed by Councilman DiPasquale,
he was also told that the chief did
want to retire.

It is currently unknown as to when
the chief plans to retire, but Township
Administrator Jack Conway did con-
firm that he has filed with the pension
board.

Due to an accounting error, the
chief may be entitled to an additional
salary. According to the council, the
chief is required to be paid $1 more

than the highest paid officer. In the
case of Berkeley Heights, one of the
police captains has served as the di-
rector of the Office of Emergency
Management, which has a salary of
approximately $4,000 per year, since
2002. The township was paying this
salary and including it in the captain’s
pension calculation. The error has
been fixed for the future, but some
council members agreed that the chief
should be compensated to make up
for the difference, while others, such
as Mr. Bruno, felt that the state pen-
sion board should be notified of the
error and the township receive the
erroneous contributions back.

Several residents spoke out in sup-
port of rescinding the payment, with
Lisa Smith calling it “unethical” and
that it “borders on criminal.” She
went on to say that she felt Mr.
DiPasquale should not be voting on
police matters because of his brother
and that, “no one should ever put
their trust in you (the council) again.”

Republican Chairman and former
councilman David Ronner said he
felt it was irresponsible that the coun-
cil was making this payment and did
not have the police chief sign a waiver
to negate a future lawsuit.

The discussion among the council
members became heated at times,
with Councilman DiPasquale using
an expletive to describe their behav-
ior.

Councilman Bruno stated that he
did not want to give the chief any
money unless he was going to retire
and felt that the chief got everything
he was asking for, including an extra
$14,000. While Councilwoman Perna
stated her displeasure that this was
done while she and Councilman
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Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GREAT WEATHER FOR A FAIR...Temperatures in the upper 80s greeted
Westfield Spring Fling street fair goers on Sunday along with clowns, face
painters and food and crafts vendors.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WESTFIELD UNITES... Linda Maggio, executive director, and Board of Trust-
ees member Jennifer Jaruzelski, celebrate the Westfield United Way’s decision to
end its affiliation with the United Way and go back to its previous name, the
Westfield United Fund.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Sunday, April 19, a resident of the 700
block of Westfield Avenue reported an
incident of criminal mischief in which the
driver’s side mirror on a motor vehicle
was torn off and the glass removed.

Tuesday, April 21, Maxwell D. Scher,
18, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Westfield criminal warrant for
$505 at the intersection of Watterson Street
and Rahway Avenue pursuant to an in-
vestigation. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released upon posting bail.

Wednesday, April 22, Antonio
Caponigro, 27, of Palm Bay, Fla. was
arrested on an outstanding Hanover traf-
fic warrant for $500 after a motor vehicle
stop on Summit Avenue. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and turned over to the Hanover
Police Department.

Wednesday, April 22, Vishal Oberoi,
28, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding Cranford traffic warrant for
$215 after a motor vehicle stop at Rahway
Avenue and West Broad Street. He was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and turned over to the
Cranford Police Department.

Friday, April 24, William Hughes, Jr.,
47, of Westfield was arrested after re-
sponding to police headquarters to satisfy
an outstanding New Brunswick traffic
warrant for $500. He was released after
posting bail.

Friday, April 24, Matthew Sloves, 41,
of Rahway was arrested after responding
to Westfield police headquarters to sat-
isfy an outstanding Rahway traffic war-
rant for $175. He was released after post-
ing bail.

Friday, April 24, a Westfield resident
reported the theft of her Louis Vuitton
purse and its contents, valued at approxi-
mately $750, from a business on the 200
block of Elm Street. The victim realized
that she had left her purse at the business
and when she returned to retrieve the
item, it was missing or stolen.

Friday, April 24, a Westfield resident
reported that unauthorized charges total-
ing $937 had been made on her credit card
during a three-month period. The case is
under investigation by the Westfield Po-
lice Department’s Detective Bureau.

Friday, April 24, a Westfield resident
reported that unauthorized charges had
been made on his VISA credit card, total-
ing $59.95. The case is under investiga-
tion by the Westfield Police Department’s
Detective Bureau.

Friday, April 24, Jilberto Mejias, 50, of
Elizabeth was arrested in the area of East
South Avenue and Sussex Street on two
active criminal warrants from Elizabeth,
for a total of $400, and a disorderly per-
sons offense. He was charged with the
disorderly persons offense after he was
found to allegedly be in possession of
prescription legend drugs without a valid
prescription.

Mejias was stopped on foot after a
police officer observed him acting suspi-
ciously, authorities said. He posted bail
on the outstanding warrants and was is-
sued a summons on the Westfield charge
before being released.

Saturday, April 25, William Rivera-
Chamale, 30, of Bound Brook was ar-
rested on an outstanding Middlesex Bor-
ough traffic warrant for $114 after a mo-
tor vehicle stop at East Broad Street and
North Avenue. He was released after post-
ing bail.

Saturday, April 25, Markees Zamor,
21, of Linden was arrested at Linden
police headquarters on an active Westfield
criminal warrant for $500. He could not
post bail and subsequently was commit-
ted to the Union County jail.

Saturday, April 25, Damian Brooks,
26, of Newark was arrested on the 100
block of North Euclid Avenue on an out-
standing no-bail warrant issued by the
Passaic County Sheriff’s Department.
Brooks was stopped when a random li-
cense plate inquiry revealed the active
warrant. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and turned
over to the Passaic County Sheriff’s De-
partment.

Shadeed Ellis, 33, of Bloomfield, a
passenger in the vehicle driven by Brooks,
was arrested on an outstanding East Or-
ange traffic warrant for $106. Ellis was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released after posting
bail.

Saturday, April 25, an envelope con-
taining a birth certificate was found at the
Westfield Diner. The package and birth
certificate were turned over to the
Westfield Police Department and secured
in its property locker.

Saturday, April 25, Jehaan Depina-
Veiga, 20, of Roselle was arrested on the
900 block of West South Avenue on an
outstanding Roselle traffic warrant for
$955. He was stopped after a registration
check revealed he was operating a motor
vehicle with a suspended driver’s license.
He was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and released af-
ter posting bail. Depina-Veiga was issued
a summons for operating a motor vehicle
with a suspended license.

Sunday, April 26, Norman Dillon, III,
50, of Edison was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop in the area of Springfield
Avenue and Cardinal Drive on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant for
$250. Dillon was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased on his own recognizance with a
new court date.

Scotch Plains
Monday, April 20, Steven Hall, 47, of

Elizabeth was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed and released.

Monday, April 20, a resident of Cooper
Road reported that someone did approxi-
mately $75 worth of damage to her mail-
box.

Monday, April 20, a resident of
Riverdale Court reported that a former
friend made multiple harassing telephone
calls at all hours of the night.

Monday, April 20, Patrick Shin, 42, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was processed and released.

Saturday, April 25, a resident of
Westfield Road reported that someone
threw several rocks at his front door,
causing damage.

Saturday, April 25, a resident of Ever-
green Boulevard reported that someone
transferred money from his bank account
without authorization.

Saturday, April 25, an employee of the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools reported that someone removed

food items valued at approximately $50
from the cafeteria.

Mountainside
Wednesday, April 22, police responded

to a report of a fire on Mountain Avenue.
According to the police, the homeowner
was burning logs in an outdoor fireplace,
which got out of control. The fire depart-
ment responded and put out the fire, au-
thorities said. No damage was reported.

Thursday, April 23, a patron at a Route
22 gas station reported that she requested
gas and intended to pay cash for the
purchase. According to police, she
changed her mind and told the attendant
she would be paying by debit card in-
stead. When the attendant removed the
nozzle in order to restart the transaction,
approximately one cup of gasoline worth
24 cents discharged into the vehicle and
on the driver’s clothing, police reported.
No damage to the vehicle was visible, but
the smell of gasoline was evident in the
vehicle, authorities said.

Thursday, April 23, Michael J.
DePalma, 23, of Bloomfield was arrested
for allegedly driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop. He was
processed and released at the scene.

Friday, April 24, Quentin Walker, 38,
of Somerset was picked up at the New
Brunswick police department and charged
with an outstanding warrant in the amount
of $565.

Saturday, April 25, Vivek Oberoi, 26,
of Elizabeth was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on Route 22 for
failure to maintain a lane.

Monday, April 27, a resident of Central
Avenue reported that while she was sit-
ting in her living room, a car pulled up in
front of her house and she witnessed the
driver, a well-dressed woman in her 30s
with blond hair, get out of the vehicle and
remove a bag of garbage from the can at
the end of the driveway. According to
police, the suspect put the bag on the
passenger seat and drove away towards
Route 22 in a vehicle described as a black
Honda Accord with New Jersey license
plate VTT125.

Fanwood
Sometime between 7 p.m. on Tuesday,

April 14, and 7 p.m. on Wednesday, April
15, a green bicycle was stolen from the
back porch of a residence on the end
block of Mary Lane.

Thursday, April 16, Juan Airar, 50, of
Elizabeth was arrested after a motor ve-
hicle stop for cell phone use and charged
with multiple outstanding warrants out of
Newark. He was processed and released.

Thursday, April 16, Lamont Yarrell,
46, a homeless individual, was arrested
on a Union County no-bail warrant after
a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road. He
was processed and turned over to the
Union County Sheriff’s Department.

Friday, April 17, Michelle Sasso, 24,
of Bloomfield was arrested on an out-
standing Kinnelon warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue. She was
processed and released.

Sunday, April 19, Gerardo Alvarado,
25, of Elizabeth was arrested for suspi-
cion of DWI and failure to provide a
breath sample after being stopped for
failure to maintain a lane on Terrill Road.
He was processed and turned over to a
family member.

Thursday, April 23, Jerome Pickney,
Jr., 20, of Plainfield was arrested on war-
rants out of Watchung, Westfield,
Piscataway and Elizabeth after a motor
vehicle stop on Westfield Road. He was
processed and released to the Piscataway
Police Department.

Thursday, April 23, Tanya Davis, 30,
of Plainfield was arrested on a no-bail
warrant out of Plainfield after an investi-
gation on Martine Avenue. She was pro-
cessed and picked up by the Plainfield
Police Department.

Thursday, April 23, Alisha Lewis, 28,
of New Providence was arrested on war-
rants out of Woodbridge, Clark and Edison
after an investigation on Martine Av-
enue. She was processed and turned over
to the Woodbridge Police Department
after failing to post bail.

Thursday, April 23, a resident reported
that his motor vehicle sustained multiple
scratches while parked at the south side
train station parking lot overnight.

A business on the 100 block of South
Avenue reported that sometime between
6:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 23, and 9
p.m. on Friday, April 24, someone dam-
aged the fence at the rear of his property.

Friday, April 24, Peter Breece, 20, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on a Bergen
County warrant after a motor vehicle stop
on Westfield Avenue. He was processed
and released with a court date to appear in
Bergen County Court.

Saturday, April 25, Enn Muru, 21, of
Colonia was arrested after a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Martine Avenue and
charged with suspicion of DWI after fail-
ing a field sobriety test.

Sometime between Saturday, April 25,
and Monday, April 27, a business on the
200 block of South Avenue reported that
someone removed both side view mirrors
from a Cadillac parked at the business.
The value of both mirrors is $1,500.

Tuesday, April 28, Delshaun Myers,
34, of Roselle was arrested on a Clark
Township warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue. He was processed
and released.

FUN BUT SAFE?...Children play by climbing the walls in the area of the new
Southside Ballfield, behind the firehouse on Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.

shot is “not going to help with immu-
nity since it’s a new strain of virus.”
She said the health department has
been in contact with all school regis-
tered nurses, who will survey stu-
dents for ILI (influenza-like illness)
symptoms.

Mrs. Avallone told The Times that
the health department received a call
from a school nurse who was alerted
to the fact that a child exhibiting flu-
like symptoms had recently traveled
from Mexico. This child was sent to a
hospital emergency room for testing,
but the results have not been final-
ized.

“We’re getting concerned only
when there is a link to travel to Mexico
through that individual or that
individual’s immediate family,” she
said.

The health department has made
contact with all local first-responder
groups and Overlook Hospital, which
are prepared. All Type A, non-identi-
fiable influenzae isolates will be sent
to a public health environmental lab
for confirmatory testing. Arrange-
ments have been made to have Union
County’s Office of Health Manage-
ment transport these isolates to the
state lab if needed.

Union County has PPEs (personal
protective equipment), including
gloves, masks, goggles and suits,
ready for first responders.

At present, Mrs. Avallone feels that
while the world is dealing with a
“scary” new virus, the swine flu story
has been overblown.

“The media needs to fill a 24-hour
cycle of news. They need to fill it with
something...They reported that there
have been 200 deaths in Mexico, but
that is not necessarily true. There
have been only 20 confirmed deaths
there,” she said Tuesday night.

She also reminded the public that
as of Tuesday night, there had been
no confirmed fatalities in the United
States, and that on average, seasonal
flu kills roughly 36,000 people a year.

She encouraged people to employ
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Swine Flu Precautions

Township Man Killed
In Automobile Crash
SCOTCH PLAINS – A 21-year-

old Scotch Plains resident was killed
last Saturday evening after he appar-
ently lost control of his car and struck
a tree while attempting to navigate a
sharp curve on Sky Top Drive at the
Scotch Plains-Mountainside border.

Detective Lieutenant Brian
Donnelly of the Scotch Plains Police
Department said Brian Mundy was
traveling westbound from
Mountainside into Scotch Plains when
the accident occurred. Area residents
who heard the crash reported it to
authorities at 8:17 p.m.

Lt. Donnelly stated that the victim,
who sustained “massive head and
chest trauma,” was pronounced dead
at the scene. He said Mr. Mundy was
the only occupant in the 1999 Honda
Civic.

The accident remains under inves-
tigation, according to the lieutenant,
who said authorities are looking into
the possibility that speed may have
been a factor. He said there were no
skid marks and that heavy damage to
the vehicle also indicated that possi-
bility.

Lt. Donnelly said there was no evi-
dence of drugs or alcohol, or criminal
activity such as someone having run
the victim off the road. Additionally,
he said weather and road conditions
were good that evening and that an
inspection of the vehicle showed no
mechanical failure. “It just appears to
be a tragic accident,” he said.

palities for the 2009-2010 school year,
totaling $16,347,048 in Fanwood and
$57,119,697 in Scotch Plains.

The next open agenda meeting of
the board will be held on Monday,
May 11.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Asw. Stender Named to
Appropriations Committee

TRENTON – Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) has
been named to the Assembly Appro-
priations Committee for the duration
of the 2008-2009 legislative session.

“Serving on the Appropriations
Committee is one of
the single most im-
portant ways that a
member of this body
can serve the people
of this state,” Asw.
Stender said. “What
better way to do that
than with an open
and honest exami-
nation of showing
where the money
goes.”

A s s e m b l y
Speaker Joseph J.
Roberts Jr. (LD-5,
Camden) said he se-
lected Mrs. Stender
to join the panel, cit-
ing her “leadership
skills, strong governmental acumen
and unyielding dedication as a full-
time representative of the 22nd Leg-
islative District.”

“When appointing this committee,
you have to look for legislators who
are ready to commit themselves to
what at times may seem one of the
most difficult tasks they will face in
their service to the state,” Mr. Roberts
said. “I have no question about Linda’s
willingness or readiness to serve. I
have seen her persistence, her perse-
verance and, above all, her desire to
make this state a better place.”

The Appropriations Committee is
responsible for reviewing the fiscal
impact of legislation on the state.

Mrs. Stender will also review legisla-
tion dealing with revenues, taxation,
state budget and finance and weigh in
on the process of authorizing expen-
diture of public funds for a specific
governmental purpose.

Bills with a fiscal
note attached or any
legislation to appro-
priate or potentially
a p p r o p r i a t e
$100,000 or more
in state funds must
be second refer-
enced to the Appro-
priations or Budget
Committee.

Mrs. Stender is
serving her fourth
term representing
the 22nd Legisla-
tive District in the
New Jersey General
Assembly. The dis-
trict includes the
Union County com-

munities of Clark, Fanwood, Linden,
Plainfield, Rahway, Scotch Plains and
Winfield Township; Dunellen and
Middlesex in Middlesex County, and
Green Brook and North Plainfield in
Somerset County.

The lawmaker served as a Union
County Freeholder from 1994 until
her election to the Assembly in 2001
and on the Fanwood Borough Coun-
cil from 1988 through 1990. In 1991
she was elected to a four-year term as
mayor of Fanwood.

She earned her bachelor’s degree
at American University in Washing-
ton, D.C. and resides in Fanwood
with her husband, Richard, and their
children, Caroline, Neil and Tyler.

Linda Stender

“common sense” — do not go to
school or work if sick and exhibiting
flu-like symptoms. Covering one’s
nose and mouth when coughing or
sneezing, as well as hand-washing,
are very important.

“We should be concerned, but we
should not be alarmed,” she said.

Individuals can keep updated on
westfieldnj.gov. To call the health
department, dial (908) 789-4070.

The regional health department
serves Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Roselle Park, Springfield, Summit
and Westfield.

Bruno were on vacation, she noted
that it was not likely to have changed
the outcome of the vote.

Councilman Thomas Battaglia
countered Ms. Perna’s argument by
stating that she did not feel a resolu-
tion to appoint legal counsel should
be tabled during two other council
members’ absence at a previous meet-
ing, calling her “hypocritical.”

Additionally, the council approved
the township’s application to defer its
pension payment, though a final de-
cision has not been made as to whether
the township will actually defer the
payment. The application deadline to
be considered for the deferment was
April 22, and was filed by Mr. Conway
prior to council approval.

Mayor David Cohen said he was
“somewhat outraged” that the paper-
work was filed without his knowl-
edge and said that he and the council,
“might as well go sit in the audience.”

Councilwoman Perna said that
while the budget committee is still
considering it, it was not in favor of
deferment. She and Mr. Bruno voted
against the resolution.

Politics became a bone of conten-
tion at the meeting as well when Coun-
cilman DiPasquale, whose seat is up
for re-election this year, criticized the
mayor for comments he made in the
Independent Press that he was con-
tacted regarding a recent Republican
Committee meeting held to choose
candidates for the upcoming elec-
tion. He was unable to attend the
recent mandatory screening, and was
not chosen to be on the ballot. Mayor
Cohen stated that he was not quoted
in the article, but that he did notify
Mr. DiPasquale of the meeting.

Mr. DiPasquale also exchanged
barbs with Chairman Ronner during
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Berkeley Heights
the public comment portion. Mr.
Ronner said that he called Mr.
DiPasquale and letters were sent to
his home, but that he never called
back until after the meeting. Council-
man DiPasquale told Mr. Ronner,
“You’re not my favorite person to talk
to.”

Councilman DiPasquale will have
to run as a write-in for the Primary
election, or wait for the General Elec-
tion in November to run on the party
line.

NEW ASSEMBLYWOMAN... Nancy Munoz was elected as the replacement for
her late husband, Eric, during a special District 21 Republican convention held
Monday in Mountainside.  She received 174 votes, followed by 34 for Long Hill
school board member Bruce Meringolo and 16 for Long Hill Mayor George
Vitureira.  She will finish out the term which concludes in January, and will face
the two Long Hill candidates in the June Primary Election. Mrs. Munoz is
expected to be sworn into office during the Thursday, May 21 General Assembly
session.

GW Council Tackles
Rejected School Budget

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Last week,
Garwood voters rejected a $6.3-mil-
lion school tax levy that would have
raised taxes by an average of $107 in
the borough. With the failure of the
school budget, the borough council
has scheduled a meeting for Monday,
May 4 with the board of education to
begin its review. A revised spending
plan must be in place by May 19.

In total, five budgets in Union
County failed. In addition to
Garwood, residents in Linden, Hill-
side, Kenilworth and Plainfield all
voted down their school budgets for
2009-2010.

“With the state of the economy, we
had really anticipated that there might
have been more [budget failures],”
Union County Superintendent of
Schools Carmen Centuolo said. “In
the Garwood case, the voters I think
felt that they could not accommodate
any increase that was going to be
requested.”

Now that voters have rejected the
budget, the next step is for the school
district to provide a “line by line”
copy of their proposed spending to
the borough council. Ernest Turner,
the borough’s interim school busi-
ness administrator, said these copies
were delivered to the borough coun-
cil last week.

“Depending on what the council
feels it can recommend to the board
of education, it’s going to have to be
a reduction in certain programs,” Mr.
Turner said.

Once the council has review the
budget and made its recommenda-
tions, either to cut the budget, leave it
alone or increase the spending plan,
the revised budget will be sent to Ms.
Centuolo’s office for approval. Once
her office has given their endorse-
ment, the school board will then vote
on the revised budget.

Should the school board and coun-
cil be unable to reach an agreement,
there is the possibility of intervention
from state Department of Education
Commissioner Lucille Davy, although
Ms. Centuolo said that has generally
not been necessary during her tenure.

“We haven’t really in the past. In
my four years, I think there was only
once that we had to go to [the state
level],” Ms. Centuolo said.

Westfield ‘Fund’ Ends
Ties With United Way

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Board of Trustees
of the Westfield United Way voted to end
its affiliation with the national United
Way and return to its original name, the
Westfield United Fund, effective May 1.

According to Linda Maggio, the Fund’s
executive director since 1975, the United
Fund will operate independently, but will
still fund 19 local organizations. The or-
ganization has distributed $25 million to
local agencies over the past 70 years.

Organized in 1937 as the United Cam-
paign of the Westfield Social Agencies, it
remained an independent organization
until 1975, when it affiliated with the
United Way. It was incorporated as the
United Fund of Westfield in 1957.

“The Westfield United Fund’s deci-
sion to separate from the United Way of
America came after a lengthy review pro-
cess of the diverging missions of the two
organizations, including the United Way’s
plan to consolidate its local chapters into
fewer agencies serving larger regions,”
according to a press release issued by the
United Fund. “In addition, the United
Way is increasingly seeking a new focus
on a limited number of national and inter-
national issues.” Garwood Pushes for

Additional Train Stops
By RAYNOR DENITZIO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Talk of expanding train
service in Garwood occurred during
Tuesday’s borough council meeting.

Earlier this month, NJ Transit con-
tacted borough officials regarding the
possibility of adding additional stops in
Garwood. However, to justify the addi-
tional trains, Transit representatives have
requested that the borough devote more
parking spaces to commuters.

William Nierstedt, a Garwood resident
who described himself as a longtime train
rider,  said he believes NJ Transit is being
“contradictory” in requesting additional
parking spaces for commuters. He said
many Garwood residents walk to the sta-
tion, while others utilize the Cranford and
Westfield stations.

Mr. Nierstedt, who is also a member of
the planning board, said he takes the train
from Westfield when he could not guar-
antee he would make one of the evening
trains to Garwood. “If we know there’s a
ride home, more people would use the
train from Garwood,” Mr. Nierstedt said.
“That’s what it boils down to.”

See More News at
www.goleader.com
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State, CDC Increase
Surveillance of Swine Flu

TRENTON – In response to a swine
flu virus that has caused illness in
individuals in at least five states and
Mexico, the New Jersey Department
of Health and Senior Services (DHSS)
has increased its statewide surveil-
lance of influenza activity, the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) has activated its Emergency
Operations Center to coordinate the
agency’s response to this emerging
health threat, and the Acting Secretary
of the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services declared a public
health emergency in the United States.

The Union County Office of Health
Management is urging healthcare pro-
viders, schools and others to watch for
cases of swine flu and has mobilized
its epidemiology and disaster prepared-
ness staff. The state Department of
Education has put out a notice stating
that school or childcare participants
with acute febrile respiratory illness,
regardless of travel history, should be
sent home according to facilities-es-
tablished procedures with instructions
to stay at home until 24-48 hours after
their symptoms resolve.

In addition, Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th, Union) on Monday, called on
the U.S. Departments of State and
Homeland Security to issue immedi-
ate restrictions on non-essential travel
to and from Mexico, where the swine
flu virus is believed to have originated.

As of Monday, April 27, the CDC
has confirmed cases of swine influ-
enza A (H1N1) in 21 individuals in
New York, California, Texas, Ohio
and Kansas. In addition, hundreds of
cases have been reported in Mexico.
No cases have been reported in New
Jersey. Based on the rapid spread of
the virus thus far, according to the
CDC, public health officials believe
that more cases will be identified
over the next several weeks. Case
counts are updated daily and avail-
able at cdc.gov/swineflu/
investigation.htm. New Jersey health
officials identified five probable cases
and is currently arranging for confir-
matory testing at the CDC.

“In light of the recent number of
confirmed swine flu cases around the
country, the department has enhanced
our monitoring of influenza-like illness
throughout New Jersey,” N.J. DHSS
Commissioner Heather Howard said.
“We have asked New Jersey’s healthcare
providers to continue to be on the look-
out for influenza cases or outbreaks.
We have been in constant contact with
our local health departments and hospi-
tals and will continue to do so.”

In the United States, illness has
been relatively mild so far compared

to the severe illness reported in
Mexico. New Jersey residents should
stay informed, as well as take precau-
tions to prevent from getting ill.

“It’s understandable that the gen-
eral public may be concerned,” Com-
missioner Howard said. “New Jersey
has plans in place to respond in the
event of a more widespread outbreak.
We are in close contact with the CDC
and will continue to advise our resi-
dents if additional steps are neces-
sary beyond the usual precautions
people should take to avoid becom-
ing ill during regular flu season.”

Commissioner Howard reminds ev-
eryone to take these precautions: cover
coughs and sneezes with tissues and
dispose of them properly; frequently
wash hands thoroughly with soap and
water; stay home when sick, and see a
physician if illness continues.

The symptoms of swine flu are simi-
lar to seasonal flu and include fever,
lack of appetite, coughing and fatigue,
according to health authorities. Some
people have also reported having a sore
throat, nausea, vomiting and diarrhea.

“You cannot get swine flu from eat-
ing pork or pork product. There are no
special recommendations for anyone
who owns a pig or is routinely exposed
to pigs,” according to the  DHSS.

CDC’s goals during this public
health emergency are to reduce trans-
mission and illness severity, and pro-
vide information to assist healthcare
providers, public health officials and
the public in addressing the challenges
posed by this newly identified influ-
enza virus. The CDC’s Division of the
Strategic National Stockpile (SNS) is
releasing one-quarter of its antiviral
drugs, personal protective equipment,
and respiratory protection devices to
help states respond to the outbreak.

The CDC has issued a number of
guidance documents and are available
at cdc.gov/swineflu/recommendations.

“The swine flu has the potential of
becoming a serious public health
threat to the American people,”  Mr.
Lance said. “Public health officials in
various regions of the United States
have seen an increased number of
confirmed cases over the past few
days. Yet, there are still no restric-
tions in place for non-essential travel
to and from Mexico. That’s wrong. I
believe a formal, temporary non-es-
sential travel restriction should be in
place until health officials learn more
about the severity of this virus.”

For more information, visit
cdc.gov/swineflu, nj.gov/health,
ucnj.org/lincs or lance.house.gov. For
information on travel precautions,
visit cdc.gov/travel.

goleader.com online extra
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Union County to Increase
Contract to Replace Bridge

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – A Union County
official said, Thursday night, that he
expects the county to go out to bid this
week on a project to replace the Spring-
field Avenue Bridge in Cranford. The
county has already spent more than
$260,000 on pre-construction admin-
istrative and inspection services to re-
place the structure.

Joseph Graziano, director of the
department of engineering, public
works and facilities, told the Board of
Chosen Freeholders at last Thursday’s
agenda meeting that he anticipates
construction beginning this summer,
with the new bridge taking a year to
complete.

The freeholders are expected to vote
on a resolution to increase the contract
to Manalapan-based CMX by
$208,270 to $471,564 for “construc-
tion administration and inspection ser-
vices for the replacement structure”
for the Springfield Avenue Bridge.

In other business, a resolution was
on the board’s agenda seeking sup-
port for legislation that would require
the state to begin reimbursing coun-
ties for state prisoners held in county
jails the first day an inmate is in a
county correctional facility. The leg-
islation, A-139, sponsored by Assem-
blyman Ruben J. Ramos, Jr. (LD-33,
Hoboken), would end the current prac-
tice whereby the state does not begin
reimbursing counties until the 16th
day of imprisonment of an inmate in
a county lockup.

The legislation, which has been
referred to the Assembly Law and
Public Safety Committee, has not
moved out of committee since its
initial introduction in January 2005.

The board considered resolutions
for tonight’s agenda to accept grant
monies from the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Labor and Workforce Devel-
opment. The grants include $475,858
for the Workforce Investment Act
(WIA) Youth Program Grant, $249,854
for the WIA Adult Program Grant and
$1.4 million for the WIA Dislocated
Worker Program. According to Larry
Caroselli, director of finance, state
officials said the county would receive
additional monies for each program.

Frank Guzzo, director of human
services, said the youth program is
intended for the county’s summer
work program; the adult program
grant will fund the Welfare-to-Work
program, and the dislocated worker
program will support unemployed
county residents through the One-
Stop Career Center System. New
Jersey’s WIA dislocated program has
received $32.7 million in funding
through the $1.3 billion American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

The board will vote on a number of
temporary street closings tonight as
sought by towns holding street fairs.
Locally, Scotch Plains is seeking per-

mission to close Front Street, from
Park Avenue to Senger Place, from 8
a.m. to 8 p.m. for the township’s
Memorial Day Parade on Monday,
May 25. The township is also seeking
county permission to hang a banner
on Park Avenue at Front Street to
promote the parade.

Roselle wants to close Chestnut
Street between First and Third Av-
enues from 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. on
Saturday, May 16, for a fair and fes-
tival; the Springfield Chamber of
Commerce is seeking to close Spring-
field Avenue, between Caldwell Place
and Morris Avenue, from 7 a.m. to 6
p.m. on Sunday, May 3, for a street
fair, while Roselle Park is planning to
close Chestnut Street, from Grant
Avenue to Webster Avenue, on Mon-
day, May 25, for the borough’s Me-
morial Day Parade. Kenilworth will
close the Boulevard, from 23rd to
18th Street, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on
Sunday, October 25, for the annual
Kenilworth street fair.

The board is also set to vote tonight
to appoint Robert Rachlin to the Union
County Utilities Authority to fill an
unexpired term. His term will expire
at the end of 2011.

The freeholders will hold their
Thursday, May 14 meeting at the
Clark Municipal Building, located at
315 Westfield Avenue.

Family Questions Squad’s
Response, Conduct to Call

UC Master Gardners
To Hold Plant Sale

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Rutgers
Master Gardeners of Union County
Spring Garden Fair and Plant Sale
will take place Sunday, May 17, from
noon to 5 p.m. at the Union County
Trailside Nature and Science Center
in the Watchung Reservation in
Mountainside.

The rain-or-shine event will kick off
with a traditional ribbon cutting cer-
emony at noon. Along with the plant
sale, the afternoon includes exhibits,
demonstrations, gardening advice, gar-
den tours and activities for children.
The plant sale features hundreds of
annuals and perennials, bulbs, hang-
ing baskets, houseplants, wildflowers,
shrubs, landscape plants, roses and
ornamental grasses, along with veg-
etable and herb seedlings ready to be
planted. One highlight is the Ramapo
Tomato. Among the 15 other tomato
varieties on sale are Early Girl, Italian
Heirloom, Oxheart and Marglobe.

Proceeds from the sale help fund
community activities sponsored by
the Master Gardeners, including hor-
ticultural therapy, fresh flowers for
local cancer patients and their fami-
lies, fresh vegetables for food pan-
tries, community beautification
projects, support for 4-H horticul-
tural programs, and scholarships for
horticulture students at the Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools
and Union County College.

STIRLING — Bruce Meringolo, a
Republican candidate for New Jersey
Assembly from the 21st Legislative
District, has denounced school aid
reductions as a result of pension de-
ferrals in Senate Bill No. 15 (S-15).

The senate bill, he said, reduces the
amount of state aid to school districts
by an amount equal to the Public Em-
ployees Retirement System (PERS) li-
ability deferment amount. Districts that
are finding it hard to meet the PERS
liability have the option to defer half the
payment this year. The full pension
liability plus interest on the deferment
must be met in 2010 and beyond.

“The Democrats in Trenton are pe-
nalizing school children by holding

Meringolo: Deferment of
Pensions Hurts Kids

the pension payments as hostage,”
Mr. Meringolo said. “If our schools
elect to defer half the pension pay-
ment, the state will withhold an equal
amount in school aid, which results in
a negative hit to our school budgets
and a direct impact on our kids.”

S-15 further states that the pension
deferral will be charged interest at
8.25 percent, which could fluctuate
based on the pension system
earnings.“Thus, the deferral comes
with a high interest rate and furthers
the financial hardship the state has
inflicted on District 21,” he said.

Mr. Meringolo is a commercial real-
estate agent with Newmark Associ-
ates, Inc. of Whippany.
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Roselle Golf Club, Your New Home for 2009
Union County Golfers. Has the closing of Oak Ridge left you feeling “sub par?”

Roselle G.C. is OPEN for our 92nd year!
Membership opportunities starting at only $1,800.

No greens fees, no mandatory carts, and no 5 hour rounds!

Just a friendly, private golf club experience.

www.rosellegolfclub.com

The Board of Roselle Golf Club and its members look forward to hearing from golfers
interested in joining our club.

We can be contacted at: (908) 245-7175

Joe Zanko, Membership Chairman (908) 403-0964

Email: RGC.golf@verizon.net

Roselle Golf Club is located at 417 Raritan Rd, Roselle, NJ 07203

For more information, see our website www.rosellegolfclub.com

417 Raritan Rd, Roselle, NJ 07203 - (908)  245-7175

Union County Golfers:

Has the closing of Oak Ridge left you feeling
“sub par?”

Roselle G.C. is OPEN for our 92nd year!

Membership opportunities start at only $1,800.
No greens fees, no mandatory carts, and no 5
hour rounds!

Just a friendly, private golf club experience.

Roselle Golf Club, Your New Home for 2009

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK
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1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

Certified Organic Poultry

USDA Prime Meat Aged to Perfection

We Also Have Organic
Beef • Pork • Veal

Established 1939 • Vincent, Nick Losavio & Vincent Jr.

Delivered Fresh Daily...
There Is A Difference!

NATIONAL ORGANIC
FARMERS ASSOCIATION

OF NEW YORK STATE

NOFA

Our Free Range, all-natural chickens are raised by Amish

farmers in beautiful Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.

They consistently adhere to the strictest growing

conditions ever approved by the U.S.D.A.  No

hormones, no antibiotics, no growth stimulants

or tranquilizers are ever administered to these

birds.  Their feed formula is pure wholesome grain

free of herbicides or pesticides.  The water is pure,

clean sparkling sprint water from their own wells, free

of chlorine or fluoride.  Their chicken coops are

specifically designed to allow access to sunlight and fresh air, with 4

times more square footage per bird than commercially raised chicken.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Rosemary
Tenneson of Westfield lost her hus-
band, Wayne, 76, on the evening of
April 16. In a letter to the editor, she
stated she was unhappy with the re-
sponse time of the Westfield Volun-
teer Rescue Squad to her 9-1-1 call
and its members’ conduct.

“In such a tragic situation, my hus-
band was not treated with the urgency
that he needed, and we were not treated
with the respect and compassion that
we deserved,” she wrote.

“There was no delay in patient
care,” Miki Urso, captain of the
volunteer Westfield Rescue Squad,
said, stating that all emergency ser-
vices – fire, police, rescue squad
and paramedics – responded to the
call.

In Mrs. Tenneson’s account, she
wrote that she called 9-1-1 at 10 p.m.,
when her husband collapsed in the
family room. She said it took two
phone calls and 15 minutes after the
second call for the rescue squad to
arrive. The police were on the scene
in five minutes of the first call for
help, she stated in the letter.

The call and response times, ac-
cording to the police, are uncertain.
Westfield Chief of Police John
Parizeau said, “This all happened in
eight minutes.” He did not have the
exact times available at press dead-
line and asked the newspaper to file
an Open Public Records Act (OPRA)
request to get the tapes for the exact
times.

Lieutenant James Ryan of the
Westfield Fire Department said he,
along with one engine company, ar-
rived at the scene at 10:12 p.m. and
that the rescue squad and paramedics
were already there.

The Tennesons’ granddaughter,
Ashley Alvernes, said one police car
came to her grandparents’ house, and
two police officers were present. Chief
Parizeau said, “We usually send two
cars.”

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
did speak to Mrs. Tenneson to discuss
her concerns. Ms. Urso has offered to
meet with Mrs. Tenneson and the
family.

“When we received the call, we
were pulling out of a Rahway Hospi-
tal driveway,” and were there on a
“serious” call, Ms. Urso said. One
rig out of three was on duty that
evening, as is usual, she said. Since
the rig was available to take the call,
they did not need to call volunteers
at their homes, but she said she did
call the fire department right away

for backup.
Ms. Urso said the two policemen

performed CPR on Mr. Tenneson,
and Chief Parizeau confirmed that
police used an automated external
defibrillator to shock Mr. Tenneson
three times.

“Had we gotten there ahead of them,
we couldn’t have done anymore than
what they did,” said Ms. Urso, who
explained both the police and the
squad’s EMTs are trained in Basic
Life Support. The EMTs took over
for the policemen when they arrived
on the scene because the task is
“physically exhausting.”

Ms. Urso said Atlantic Health para-
medics were not able to revive the
man. The paramedics, trained in Ad-
vanced Life Support, provided the
same level of care that doctors would
have in the hospital, said Ms. Urso.
She said the rescue squad did not
transport Mr. Tenneson to the hospi-
tal for a half-hour “out of respect for
the family” so they could have “clo-
sure.”

Mrs. Tenneson also wrote that the
squad members talked rudely to her
while they were at her home and
while she was driving in the ambu-
lance with them on the way to the
hospital.

“I don’t doubt she was distraught,”
Ms. Urso said of the wife. “I do take
exception that any of my members
spoke to her disrespectfully.” Ms.
Urso said if it were revealed that a
member of her crew acted in such a
manner, she was “prepared to take
responsibility.”

Ms. Alvernes said she was waiting
out front of the house at the police
officers’ request so she could lead the
rescue squad team to where her grand-
father was lying. However, once
crewmembers arrived, they “took their
sweet time,” according to the grand-
daughter.

Ms. Alvernes also said that she was
asking questions about her
grandfather’s condition, and the res-
cue squad would not answer her. Fur-
ther, she said when the rescue squad
was about to leave for the hospital,
they had to stop the ambulance, so
they could first get her grandmother
inside.

“It is against protocol” to have a
family member in the ambulance with
the patient, Ms. Urso said. “We al-
ways ask someone to follow in the
car.”

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Westfield, at ‘Bare Bones’ Levels,
Must Continue to Cut Where it Can

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – During a mid-April
videotaped interview that also fea-
tured Mayor Andy Skibitsky and
Town Administrator Jim Gildea, Fi-
nance Policy Committee Chairman
Sal Caruana said the realization that
the town must eliminate jobs was
“clearly the most painful part of the
budget process.”

Earlier this month, the town intro-
duced a $39.65-million budget for
2009, a $1.77 million (4.69 percent)
increase in expenses from last year.
The budget includes a 3.5 percent
reduction in town personnel; in addi-
tion, the council endorsed, at the fi-
nance committee’s behest, a proposal
asking all employees under collec-
tive bargaining agreements (CBAs)
to consider waiving compensation for
their first two vacation days in 2009.

“To the extent that our employees
want to partner with us,” Mr. Caruana
said, “there are opportunities for cre-
ative solutions; to the extent they
don’t, we have no choice but to shrink
the size and cost of government.”

Wage increases for the four CBAs
were originally slated at $665,000;
however, they were pared down to

$216,000 after six full-time and two
part-time positions were chopped, and
two full-time positions were reduced
to part-time.

In subsequent discussions since the
videotaping, Mr. Caruana said the
voluntary giveback request was for-
mally made to all four unions (Police,
Fire, Teamsters and the Communica-
tion Workers of America) and that if
even one of the four is interested in
the arrangement, the town will ask its
administrative non-union personnel,
which includes police and fire chiefs,
department heads and the town ad-
ministrator, to make similar sacri-
fices.

Regardless of whether unions are
amenable to the giveback proposal,
later this year, the town “has to look at
staffing reductions, including police
and fire, much to our regret,” Mr.
Caruana said. He added that this is
the first of potentially three rounds of
cuts before the end of 2009.

Thus far, in the police department,
Detective Sandra Chambers’ position
will be lost to attrition, and a civilian
post will be terminated. In the fire
department, the duties of the fire-
safety inspector have been reassigned,
and that position was eliminated.

Mr. Gildea said one union has al-
ready contacted the town and wants
to “consider” the proposal and dis-
cuss other options.

“We have very little areas to cut,”
Mr. Gildea said. “We’re at bare bones.”

There is a 30-day window, accord-
ing to Mr. Gildea, for conversations
to take place concerning givebacks.
Earlier last week, he said it was “pre-
mature” to say what future cuts will
be made and where, but he did say the
town “has to look” at trimming the
entire workforce, including police,
fire and public works. No depart-
ment, however, is being “targeted,”
he said.

In addition to discussing
givebacks, Friday, Mayor Skibitsky
responded to criticism levied from
Democratic mayoral candidate Bill
Brennan for not attending budget
meetings.

Mayor Skibitsky said his role is to
“give direction and guidance…and
for someone to suggest that because I
don’t attend a finance committee
meeting that I’m not working
hard…that is ludicrous.”

The mayor added that the current
committee process “is not broken.”

Mr. Caruana said that if all eight
members of the council attended bud-
get meetings, it would “slow down

the wheels of government.” He said
Mr. Brennan’s suggestion of having
all elected officials deliberating over
the budget is “impractical” and “cer-
tainly not a method he would use in
managing his own business.”

When asked by assignment editor
Paul Peyton during videotaping,
Mayor Skibitsky said at least one
other town is in contact with
Westfield about joining the Westfield
Regional Health Department, which
currently serves eight municipali-
ties.

The mayor also said Westfield is
beginning to discuss the possibility
of other towns subsidizing Westfield
for use of its paid fire department, but
he did not see the benefit, when asked,
of merging fire services with sur-
rounding towns, most of which have
volunteer squads. Mr. Gildea said the
town’s insurance rating is aided by
having a paid department.

When asked if, in hindsight, rais-
ing overtime meter parking fines was
appropriate given the economic down-
turn, Mr. Caruana said he thought so.
He said the increase “brought
Westfield into conformity with the
standards that have been evolving in
neighboring communities.”

Mayor Skibitsky said the, on aver-
age, 1.5 tickets given per hour are
done to provide turnover and pro-
mote a vibrant downtown.

The mayor also touted efforts to
add 120 short-term spaces, a 10-
minute free button at on-street meters
and a 10-minute parking ticket grace
period at pay stations as ways he and
the council have worked to promote
downtown businesses.

Mr. Caruana called Mr. Brennan’s
proposal to lessen parking fines “mis-
guided, shortsighted and obviously
political.” He added that Mr. Brennan
is trying to “buy votes.”

“You have employees who want to
be employed at the current [pay] level.
You have politicians who want to win
votes, a limited taxing authority and a
reduction in state aid. When you put
them together, none of them fits,” Mr.
Caruana said. “The individual needs
of these constituencies are, to some
extent, overlooking the better good of
the whole community.”

Mr. Caruana said instead of cutting
the few fees the town controls, the
town should be thinking of new rev-
enue sources.

Mayor Skibitsky cited the $10 per-
child, per-activity user fee for school
sports as “the right thing to
do…instead of taxing seniors trying
to stay in their homes longer.”

Mr. Gildea said new backstops on
two of the four fields at Memorial
Park are directly related to the insti-
tuted fee.

Mr. Caruana, who will retire from
council this year, said he views any of
three individuals presently serving
on the finance committee, David Haas,
JoAnn Neylan and Mark Ciarrocca,
as a logical heir to the chairmanship.

To view the video, see
goleader.com/video.

HELPING OTHERS…The Union County Human Relations Commission recently held their annual awards event. Pictured,
standing from left, are: Hillside Police Chief Robert Quinlan, former Tuskegee Airman Shade Lee, Union County Rape
Crisis Center Director Tamara Bauman, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Coordinator Felicia Infante, Trinitas Regional
Medical Center President/CEO Gary Horan, Union County Vocational-Technical High School Student Diogo Cardoso,
Groundwork Elizabeth Executive Director Jonathan Phillips, former Tuskegee Airman Malcolm Nettingham, Union
County Assistant Prosecutor David Hummel; seated, Margarite Robinson, Josephine’s Place Director Sister Elizabeth
Mertz, Herbert Green and Lynn Bilman.
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Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PIECE BY PIECE...Town Administrator Jim Gildea breaks down the budget pie
during a late April council meeting.

Human Relations Panel
Presents Annual Awards

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Human Relations Commission re-
cently held their eighth annual
awards reception earlier this week,
honoring individuals and organiza-
tions whose contributions enhance
the spirit and quality of life of the
county.

The annual award presentations
were held at the Elizabethtown Gas
Company facility on Morris Av-
enue in Union. The commission
consists of a voluntary group of
Union County residents. The
commission’s activities include
conflict mediation and prejudice
reduction, bullying and cyber-bul-
lying prevention workshops for edu-
cators, students and the public and
the “Police and Teens Together”
high school program.

Educational programs are be-
ing explored and developed for
host sites that are a part of the
InterFaith Community Network
and Union County’s houses of
workshop are always invited to
join the Network.

Award recipients were: Unity
Award for Achievement in Law En-
forcement, Hillside Police Chief Rob-
ert Quinlan; Unity Award for Achieve-
ment by a Corporation/Business Es-
tablishment, Trinitas Regional Medi-
cal Center; Unity Award for Achieve-
ment by a Community Organization,
Josephine’s Place; Unity Award for

Achievement by a Non-Profit Orga-
nization, Groundwork Elizabeth;
Unity Award for Achievement by a
Student, Diogo Cardoso, Union
County Vocational-Technical High
School, Scotch Plains; Unity Award
for Achievement in Public Service,
Union County Sexual Assault Re-
sponse Team; Unity Award for
Achievement by an Individual,
Shade Lee and Malcolm
Nettingham; Unity Award Recog-
nizing Special Achievement,
Margarite Robinson, Lynn Bilman
and Herbert T. Green.
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Mildred Moore to Be
Honored by Ceremony
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

High School Parent-Teacher-Student
Organization (WHS PTSO) and the
B.R.A.K.E.S. Group will honor the
memory of Mildred Moore, a long-
time school crossing guard, at the
annual WHS PTSO crossing guards
recognition ceremony.

Mrs. Moore died March 31. She
was a Westfield crossing guard for 53
years. The reception will be held from
8:45 to 9:45 a.m. on Friday, May 1, at
the municipal building. Those who
would like to attend are asked to RSVP
to thebrakesgroup@aol.com or write
to The B.R.A.K.E.S. Group, 159 North
Euclid Avenue, Westfield, N.J. 07090.

To Help Guide You Through Life Transitions

Financial Planning

Financial Life Planning Charles P. Weidman, CFP®

70 South Orange Avenue, Suite 245 Livingston, NJ  07039

Office:  973-533-0666
Email:  CWeidman@Financial-Focus.net
Website:  www.Financial-Focus.net

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Securian Financial Services, Inc.,
Member FINRA/SIPC. Financial Focus, LLC is independently owned and operated.

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER ™ Professional

We invite you to learn
what makes us unique.

Investment Management

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com



Page 4  Thursday, April 30, 2009 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
MARKETING & OPERATIONS

The Westfield Leader

Legal Newspaper for the Borough of Fanwood
And the Township of Scotch Plains

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Karen M. Hinds
OFFICE MANAGER

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $28 • Two-year – $52 • Three-year – $76 • One-year college (September to May) – $20
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The Scotch Plains–Fanwood

TTTTTimes imes imes imes imes Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Michael Pollack
EDUCATION & ARTS

Legal Newspaper for the Town of Westfield,
Boroughs of Mountainside and Garwood

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New JerseyPeriodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

And the County of Union, NJ.

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Hortative – To urge strongly or en-

courage
2. Livor – Envy
3. Pococurante – Indifferent or apa-

thetic
4. Espiscation – Act of getting to the

truth of any matter by strict inquiry

THRASONICAL
1. Boastful or bragging
2. Twisted; distorted
3. Pertaining to slavery or bondage
4. Having 24 sides or parts

CASTANEA
1. A deposit of pebbles, gravel and

sand in which diamonds are found
2. A genus of the common chestnut tree
3. Any of several yellow melons
4. A knob behind the base ring or

breech of some muzzle-loading cannons
EXCORTICATION

1. A vindication or justification
2. A well-executed plan or scheme
3. Seizing and detaining
4. Stripping off bark

TOURBILLION
1. A brightly glowing torch
2. A pad tied around the waist by women

to give the hips a graceful curve
3. A whirlwind; a firework that rises

with a spiral motion
4. The rumble seat of a car

Corzine’s Proposal to Cut NJ EMT
Training Fund is ‘Irresponsible’

Reducing WPD’s Budget Would
Threaten Town’s Quality of Life

Thanks to All Who Assisted at Scene
Of Car Accident in Westfield

Thank You Scott
For Saving My Life

On Monday March 30, 2009, at about
3:30 p.m., while working at Mr. and Mrs.
Callender’s home in Westfield, their
young son Scott Callender happened to
be in the right place at the right time.

This 21-year-old young man is re-
sponsible for saving a life, mine, Cliff
Brennan, Sr. On this day, my aortic valve
stopped functioning. My heart stopped,
no breathing and no pulse. Thanks to the
quick action of Scott, I am writing this
thank you on behalf of myself, family
and friends. I am here today writing this
letter with sincere gratitude and appre-
ciation.

Again, Scott, thank you and thank God
for giving me a second chance!

Cliff Brennan
Chatham

Why Did Scotch Plains BOA and
BOE Reject Weapons in SP Home?

PTSO Apologizes for
Endorsing Candidate
The Westfield High School Parent

Teacher Student Organization (PTSO)
executive board would like to apologize
for their use of our e-mail listserve to
endorse a candidate. We understand that
this list should not have been used to
endorse or promote any person or policy.

While this may have been a poor use of
our listserve, it was done with the best of
intentions. Additionally, the endorsement
as representative of the entire PTSO was
an honest mistake. This was meant to
come from the PTSO executive board.
Thank you for your understanding.

Cindy Gallagher
WHS PTSO Exec. Bd.

Monteiro Thanks You;
Congrats Candidates
I would like to extend my gratitude to

The Westfield Leader, family, friends and
the Westfield community for all your
support. I want to thank you for the oppor-
tunity given to express my sincere com-
mitment to serve on the Board of Educa-
tion. A special thank you to Washington
School for the initiative given to me to
take part in this 2009 race.

I would like to congratulate Rich
Mattessich, Dave Finn and Jane Clancy.
I wish Rich and Dave success and all the
best in the coming years as they fulfill
their commitment and interests for the
children and families of Westfield. I also
commend Michael McLane for his dedi-
cation to the schools.

I enjoyed the experience running in
this campaign and intend to continue to be
active in my town of Westfield. Con-
gratulations again!

Kathy Monteiro
Westfield

Riegel, Cassie Will Be
Greatly Missed on BOE

My family and I would like to take this
opportunity to publicly thank both Anne
Riegel and Beth Cassie for all of their
hard work and dedicated service to the
Westfield Board of Education. Anne and
Beth carried out their school board re-
sponsibilities with the utmost of grace,
intelligence, patience and good humor.

It is my feeling that the tough and
sometimes unpopular decisions they had
to make on many occasions were fueled
by what they sincerely deemed was best
for the majority of children in our schools.
They will be greatly missed.

It is my hope that the board will con-
tinue to draw upon their experience and
perspective in guiding future board policy.

Lisa Smelkinson
Westfield

Store Clerk of Coffee Roastery
Ignores Fire in Front of Shop

Leader Should Address
Psychologist as ‘Dr’

I appreciate the paper’s coverage of my
induction into the Rutgers University Hall
of Fame Distinguished Alumni. How-
ever, I would like to call your attention to
the fact that those of us who have earned
a doctoral degree in psychology are ad-
dressed as “Dr” rather than “Ms” or Mr.”
I hope that in the future, when The
Westfield Leader writes about psycholo-
gists, the appropriate title is used.

Dorothy Cantor
Westfield

I am a life-long resident of Westfield
who is currently a junior at Elon Univer-
sity in North Carolina. This semester, I
am enrolled in Aaron Peeks’ criminology
course, in which we have been learning a
great deal about the various aspects of
crime, particularly the theories behind
illegal behavior.

We have been asked to write a letter to
our hometown newspaper, responding to
a recent article or letter about crime. I am
writing to respond to the letter that Union
County Prosecutor Theodore Romankow
wrote to The Westfield Leader, “It is
critically important that police forces re-
main intact,” regarding the role of law-
enforcement agencies in our area during
our nation’s current recession. As Mr.
Romankow explains, evidence shows that
in each recession faced by the United
States since World War II, the crime rate
has increased while citizens feel the eco-
nomic pinch.

I agree with Mr. Romankow’s view
that we must ensure our law enforcement
agencies’ budgets are not cut to levels
where officers’ safety is put at risk and the
commitment to public safety and security
is compromised. We are very fortunate to
live in a town that is not known for par-
ticularly high crime rates. In order to
continue this, however, our mayor and
council must resist the temptation to re-
duce the local police department’s bud-
gets. History has shown that during eco-
nomic recessions, it is particularly impor-
tant for municipalities to keep their police

forces intact and well funded.
Economic experts say that this current

recession began in December 2007. Re-
cent statistics, compiled by the New Jer-
sey State Police, indeed do show a rise in
crime since that time. In fact, nationwide,
the violent-crime rate has risen 13.3 per-
cent, and non-violent crime has risen by
12.5 percent. Our nation’s current eco-
nomic situation has taken a toll on our
cities, where property crime, larceny,
drug-related crimes, youth gang violence
and weapon offenses all rose. With such
a higher need for law enforcement, par-
ticularly local police departments, towns
like ours cannot afford to implement any
substantial reductions in funding.

It would adversely affect the quality of
life for our law-abiding people. My par-
ents consider themselves very fortunate
to have raised their three daughters in
Westfield, knowing that not only would
we receive a top-quality education through
its excellent school system, but also that
we would be safe in the environment of
our community each day.

Reducing the funding of our local po-
lice department’s budget would threaten
our community’s well-earned reputation
for safety and quality of life. As Prosecu-
tor Romankow has said, it is no secret that
by reducing the numbers of our police, it
creates greater potential risks to our resi-
dents.

Julie Bennett
Westfield

A special thank you to all who were
involved in the accident on April 6, 2009
where a pedestrian was killed.

I would like to start off by saying I
thank God I am alive to be able to write
this letter of appreciation to all of you
who responded so quickly to this horrible
accident on April 6, 2009. I would like to
personally take the time to thank the
Westfield First Aid Squad, the Fire De-
partment, the Police Department and the
Public Works Department for all your
efforts to help me and assist me in what-
ever I needed. You were all so kind and
professional and hard working and will-
ing to assist in helping where it was needed
and always courteous and concerned.

I want you all to know I appreciate and
recognize how special and important you
people really are. Unfortunately, I had to
find out in an accident like this, which

was horrible. But you all did such a won-
derful job, and I know how important you
all are to our community. I give my thanks
with all my heart for everything. Thank
you again and again. People need to rec-
ognize good people.

Also, thanks to friends, family, co-
workers, the people in the community
and St. Helen’s Parish (prayer shawl min-
istry) to know that at a time like this how
important all you people are. Thanks for
reaching out to me with your prayers,
cards, flowers, gifts, phone calls, food,
and transportation. I thank you with all
my heart in being part of my recovery.

May God bless our town and all of you.
Thank you again for being so kind and
thoughtful at this time.

Nancy Boehm
Westfield

I love living in Westfield. I love that
my neighbors can count on me and I can
count on them. I love that we are a com-
munity that supports its schools and its
local businesses. I am, however, in com-
plete shock and disgust by one particular
store clerk. On Thursday, April 23, 2009,
I was walking past the Coffee Roastery on
Elm Street and noticed a potted shrub on
fire. A woman with a baby and young
child saw that I was going into the Roastery
to alert them and ask that they put the fire
out. The fire was not huge, but getting
bigger and still easily put out with a
bucket of water. The woman quickly
warned me not to alert the store clerk
because she tried and he yelled at her to
deal with it herself. It was inconceivable
to me that a store clerk wouldn’t jump to
his feet and avert what could have been a
dangerous situation.

I am so sad to say that this other caring
pedestrian was correct. I was met with the
same aggression and apathy. Put aside

that I would think any storeowner and/or
clerk would not want a fire near or at their
business, they would want to help the
community in which they are employed,
the community that supports them. I am
grateful for competition and am thrilled
that there are many fine coffee establish-
ments in town where I will happily spend
my money.

It is mind boggling that the store clerk
didn’t just get a bucket of water and extin-
guish the fire. Finally, after two people
asked this person from the Coffee Roastery
for help (and I must admit, I did not hold
back in my opinion of his lack of help), he
finally called the fire department.

Our fire department quickly responded
and put out the fire that could have gotten
out of control. But, then again, the fire
department would not have needed to
rush over if a store clerk cared enough
about the community in which he worked.

Gina Totino
Westfield

Editor’s note: Mr. Chieffo is refer-
ring to an early April Scotch Plains
Zoning Board of Adjustment (BOA)
meeting in which Garry Pastore’s
request for a temporary operating
permit for a home-based business to
secure prop weaponry was denied. In
this meeting, the board of education
(BOE) released a statement provid-
ing conditions on how the BOA could
approve the application.

I was embarrassed to read the April 9
report covering the Scotch Plains Zoning
Board’s denial of Mr. [Garry] Pastore’s
request. It is outlandish that our “enlight-
ened” BOE would even suggest that weap-
ons and ammunition not be allowed in a
person’s home.

Perhaps someone thinks that they have
made a safer world by rejecting his re-

quest. I suspect that Mr. Pastore can still
legally work in his own house. I hate to be
the bearer of bad news to Pat Kaine and
our BOE. Most New Jersey citizens, if
they wish, may obtain approval to pur-
chase weapons and ammunition and keep
such in their home.

If Ms. Kaine wishes to live in a neigh-
borhood with no “potential weapons,”
she will probably need to move (far, far
away). Could someone explain what is
meant by “near a school?”

Are citizens’ rights restricted if they
live “near a school?” Would that restric-
tion also include Park Avenue and 2nd
Street business areas? Have we substi-
tuted “political correctness” for intelli-
gence?

Tom Chieffo
Fanwood

Governor [Jon] Corzine’s proposal to
remove more than $4 million from the NJ
EMT Training Fund to help close the state
budget gap is a disgusting display of
apathy towards the volunteer EMT’s and
rescue squads that save New Jersey citi-
zens millions in tax dollars every year.
The EMT Training Fund pays for initial
and ongoing training for volunteer EMT’s
across New Jersey. Volunteer rescue
squads are the core of emergency medical
service in many of our towns, including
Fanwood where I am a volunteer. To take
most of the money out of this already tiny

fund is unbelievably irresponsible. It
would mean volunteers and their squads
would have to foot the bill themselves for
everything from basic CPR courses to the
enhanced training required since the 9/11
attacks. At a time when fundraising is
down because of the lousy economy, and
at a time when many municipalities are
struggling against layoffs and service cuts,
this small investment of state funding is
the best bargain around and to take it
away is a really stupid idea.

Tom Kranz/NJEMT-B
Fanwood

Gumbert or Gumpert?
Let’s Not ‘B’ Confused

What’s in a Name? United Way
Or United Fund of Westfield?

A writer asks about the correct spelling for the
baseball field complex in Westfield – Gumbert or
Gumpert? The spelling seems to be used inter-
changeably in local signs, by mail and in our news-
papers.

The Westfield Leader has been contributing to this
confusion for 60 years or more. When one searches
the archives online at goleader.com/archives, both
spellings appear frequently each decade back to the
1940s.

However, only the Gumpert spelling appears in the
1930s, where it is included in advertisements by
A&P Stores as a butterscotch pudding, priced at
three packages for 25 cents. There were no refer-
ences in the archives to either spelling prior to the

1930s.
Westfield Town Clerk Claire Gray has confirmed

that the correct spelling is: Gumbert.
The park was named after senior Town Council

member Robert F. Gumbert – not the pudding. A
good way to remember it: “b,” as in baseball, not “p”
as in pudding.

Now, with the Westfield United Way (WUW),
changing its name again May 1, reverting to Westfield
United Fund (WUF), how is one to remember the
new name? Well, one might think that the disassocia-
tion with the national (and regional) United Way is a
narrow escape from a bad deal – maybe WUW
should have been WHEW!

On November 10, 2005, we wrote:

One of Westfield’s most renowned citizens, H.
Emerson Thomas, died on August 25, 2001, at the
age of 98, having lived in town since 1942. He was
one of the original incorporators of the United
Fund of Westfield in 1957, serving as a trustee
from 1957 to 1992. He had numerous other civic
and professional accomplishments that filled the
front page upon his death. He served six years as
mayor and four years on the town council, and he
helped found the Westfield Foundation…

…why is the United Fund of Westfield, after 48
years, now called the United Way of Westfield?

…It’s a little harder to explain why the United
Fund of Westfield (UFW) has now changed its
name to the United Way of Westfield (UWW), as
the organization has been enormously successful
and giving to the community. We understand that
since inception, UFW has been a part of the na-
tional United Way. There were exceptions to this
during the few years of scandal at the national level
when the UFW withdrew.

But now, the UFW is back as part of the national,
but the national United Way has insisted that the
UFW change its name to UWW for branding
considerations. All is well and good, in general, but
has there been too much frenzy around here re-
cently about “branding?”

Another name change nearby in the United Way
family is that of the United Way of Eastern Union
County headquartered in Elizabeth. They changed
their name to be the United Way of Greater Union
County (UWGUC). The Summit and Westfield
United Ways were asked to become part of this new
reorganization. They refused. UWGUC is now

soliciting donations from Westfield residents, and
the UWW is understandably perturbed.

The public is confused also. To whom are they to
make their donations, and where will the money be
used? Good questions – and how much overhead
becomes of this through duplicity? What will hap-
pen to the UWW?

This struggle is analogous to the attempt a few
years back to have the Summit and Westfield/
Mountainside Chapters of the American Red Cross
merge with other Red Cross chapters that were
failing in the county. Reasoning rejected this no-
tion — “Why ruin the two organizations that are
working by forcing them to be part of failing
organizations?” Do we have the same situation
with the United Way? Summit and Westfield are
successful – is the United Way of Eastern Union
County failing?

…We wonder what H. (Horace) Emerson (‘Em’)
Thomas would advise? Drop the ‘W’ from the
United Way of Westfield and return to being the
United Fund of Westfield, with or without being
part of the national United Way?”

So today, how does one remember the new
(restored) name? Perhaps the memory trigger might
be — There’s no “Way” Westfield wants any part
of the national organization, and Westfield is
“United” in putting Westfielders “First with the
Fund.” Tomorrow, May 1, it’s Westfield United
Fund (WUF).

Conclusions: If it’s pudding you want, it’s
Gumpert; if it’s baseball, use Gumbert; If it’s a
longstanding great charity organization, it’s WUF
(like the sound a dog makes).

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Avenue East
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

The White House Apologizes to
NYC/NJ for Unannounced Flights

Last week, I approved a mission
over New York. I take responsibility
for that decision. While federal au-
thorities took the proper steps to no-
tify state and local authorities in New
York and New Jersey, it’s clear that
the mission created confusion and
disruption. I apologize and take re-
sponsibility for any distress that flight
caused.

Louis Caldera
Director, White House Military Office

Editor’s Note: On Monday, April 27,
hundreds briefly panicked and evacuated
office buildings in lower Manhattan and

nearby New Jersey during midday, fear-
ing another 9/11 attack, when a 747air-
craft followed by two F16 fighter jets
circled low (about 1,000 feet) over the
city and the Statue of Liberty.

It turned out that the 747 was a backup
for the President’s U.S. One on a “Photo-
Op” mission.

New York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg and other local officials were
outraged over not being notified by the
White House of the flight so as that
public fears could have been prevented.

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

Letters to the Editor

See more letters on page 18



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, April 30, 2009 Page 5

Suzette F. Stalker for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EXCHANGING IDEAS…Area representatives gather April 21 at the Junior
League of Elizabeth-Plainfield (JLEP)’s breakfast in Cranford. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Susan Buchner, JLEP; Caroline Ellison, JLEP; Kerry Rokicki,
JLEP president; Betsy Chance, Westfield Foundation; Kathy Willis, Cranford
Family Care; Lillian Corsi, Westfield Department of Human Services; Bill Webb,
Family and Children’s Services, and Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield).

This Is Westfield 2009
On May 14, the 37th Annual Edition of This Is Westfield will be mailed together with the regular edition of The Westfield Leader to every home in Westfield as well as to out of
town subscribers and distribution in the stores. Due to the size of this effort, please provide your advertisements early (by May 8) to ensure inclusion. Please contact
sales@goleader.com now to make your reservations. Our regular rates apply for this special edition. See www.goleader.com/presskit. Likewise, our editors require additional
time to manage community news submittals. See www.goleader.com/help. For business and political announcements, please see www.goleader.com/express.

Schedule Announcement

“Have you Heard from Your Financial Advisor 
Lately?” 

David Mattos, RFC  and Jerald L. Aloof, RFC have over 40 years’ combined  experience 
helping individual investors manage their assets. 

David Mattos, RFC  of Mattos Capital Management, LLC 
&  

Jerald L. Aloof, RFC of JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC 
ask... 

David Mattos, RFC 
Managing Executive & Managing Director 

Mattos Capital Management, LLC 

Jerald L. Aloof, RFC 
Financial Advisor & Managing Director 

 JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC  

 Securities and investment advisory services offered through Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC and a registered  
investment advisor.  Mattos Capital Management, LLC and JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC are not affiliated with  

Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. or registered as broker-dealers or investment advisors 

Hilton Hotel—Woodbridge 
120 Wood Avenue South—Suite 507 

Iselin, NJ 08830 

At the Meeting, ask us about our FREE, Quarterly, Face-to-Face Reviews! 

Call us at 732-635-0900 to schedule a friendly, complimentary meeting.  

Microban®

Disinfectant
For Mold, Mildew,

Odors, Fleas & Ticks

3M
Scotchguard
Also Available
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WHOLE HOUSE
Up to 6 Cleaning Areas

(Example- Living Room, Dining Room, Hall & 3 Bedrooms)

$159.95
With Coupon. Offers do not include tax.
May not be combined w ith other offers.

Standard 3-Seat
Sofa & Love Seat

$139.95
With Coupon. Offers do not include tax. May not

be combined with other offers.

Call Today
for an Appointment

Greco Carpet Cleaning • 1-800-626-5556 • 1-908-233-2130
Westfield, NJ 07090 • www.GRECOCARPETCLEANING.COM

SPECIAL-2 ROOMS
$89.95

With Coupon. Offers do not include tax. May not
be combined with other offers.

Get Your Carpets 
Cleaned NOW

CARPET  CLEANING  SAVINGSCARPET  CLEANING  SAVINGS
Established

1960

50 Years
of Carpet
Cleaning

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

STAHL FARELLA
Attorneys At Law

Join us for the Kohl’s KidsAbilities Carnival

         
   

  CARNIVAL
COME TO THE

Enjoy it all for free!
Saturday, May 9, 10 am - 2 pm 

HOT DOGS  FUN KIDS GAMES 
SOFT PRETZELS  ARTS & CRAFTS 

  PRIZES & GIVEAWAYS 
SPECIAL NEEDS AWARENESS

Children’s Specialized Hospital 
150 New Providence Rd   Mountainside, NJ 

For information visit www.childrens-specialized.org or call 1.888.CHILDREN

Children’s Specialized Hospital and Kohl’s are co-hosting this exciting family fun day.
Learn how Children’s Specialized helps families and kids with special needs and 

enjoy a free carnival with games, food, prizes and fun!
Registration is encouraged, please call 908-233-3720, ext. 5188.

Thank to Westfield Community for
Supporting Budget by 2-1 Margin

Councilman Says Town Must Reduce
Size While Delivering Services

Long-Time Westfield Resident Feels
Let Down by Rescue Squad

Editor’s note: The Westfield Leader
offers its condolences to Mrs. Tenneson
on the loss of her husband. The Leader
has contacted the rescue squad, police
and fire departments and Mayor Andy
Skibitsky seeking details of the 9-1-1 call
in response to Mrs. Tenneson’s letter.

On Thursday, April 16, at 10 p.m., I
placed a call to 9-1-1 because my 76-
year-old husband collapsed in the family
room. The police arrived at my house
within five minutes and began to work on
him. It wasn’t for another 15 minutes
after I had placed another call to 9-1-1
before the rescue squad arrived.

When asked what took so long, they
ignored the question and continued to
slowly make their way into my home.
After asking several times how my hus-
band was doing, I was told rudely to
“calm down, lady.”

My family members also asked how he
was doing and got no response. When
they finally put my husband in the ambu-
lance, it wasn’t bad enough that I still did
not know what was going on; they were
going to leave without me.

My neighbor told the squad that I needed
to go with them in the ambulance to the
hospital, and he even had to help me get

in. On the way to the hospital, I asked
again what took so long and I was told,
“We were at Rahway, things happen,
lady.”

Once we got to the hospital, no one
even helped me out of the ambulance,
and then, they just left me in a room by
myself, where I later found out that my
husband had passed away.

The Westfield Rescue Squad let my
husband down, and this is especially hurt-
ful, being he had served on the squad for
30 years. I know there are three rigs in this
town, and I want to know where they
were and why it took so long.

Oddly enough, it only took seven min-
utes for my relatives to get from my house
to the hospital that evening. What took
the squad so long? In such a tragic situa-
tion, my husband was not treated with the
urgency that he needed, and we were not
treated with the respect and compassion
that we deserved.

All that were present that evening could
not believe the lack of professionalism
and response time that the Westfield Res-
cue Squad offered.

Rosemary Tenneson
Westfield

I read the comments of candidate Bill
Brennan that appeared in the April 23
edition of The Westfield Leader. I wel-
come Mr. Brennan’s recent interest in the
town budget. I have had the privilege of
serving on the Town Council for six years,
and it was nice to see him at a budget
hearing for the first time in my tenure on
the council.

A skeptic might think this was related
to his run for political office. I noted Mr.
Brennan’s positive comments on the
school board’s budget and trust that he
took the time to vote on the school budget
last Tuesday for the first time in six years.

Everyone is entitled to their own opin-
ion but not their own set of facts. Mr.
Brennan comments that the Town Coun-
cil was wrong in seeking participation by
the unions to give up pay for two vacation
days. I disagree.

The facts are that union-represented
groups make up 80 percent of the town’s
salary and wages. You cannot make any
meaningful impact on the town budget
without union participation.

Mr. Brennan suggests that despite the
unprecedented economic conditions, we
should not approach unions about changes
until contracts expire. In this economic
environment, accepting the status quo
while waiting for contracts to expire is
simply not acceptable.

To suggest that the Town Council is
“holding a knife over their (unions’) heads
saying ‘if you don’t give back, we’ll lay
off police and firemen’” is the type of
political hyperbole that does not well
serve our residents.

In fact, as Councilman Sal Caruana,
chair of the Finance Committee, has made
clear, the Town Council is asking all our
employees to voluntarily participate by
waiving compensation for their first two
vacation days in 2009, so that further

reductions in all departments can be mini-
mized.

As chair of the Town Council’s Public
Safety Committee for the past few years,
I can assure you that reductions in our
police and fire professionals will only be
made as a last resort, and we will not
compromise public safety.

In addition, to suggest that the Board of
Education acted differently than the Town
Council is inaccurate. The Board of Edu-
cation also sought participation from its
unions and its non-aligned staff.

A look at the newspaper will tell you
that because of unprecedented national
economic conditions and years of fiscal
mismanagement by the state, municipal
budgets have been devastated.

Years of strong fiscal management and
conservative planning have put Westfield
in a much better position than our neigh-
bors. We do not expect the financial pic-
ture to change any time soon.

The mayor and Town Council have
plans to continue to reduce the size of our
town government in a way that is as fair as
possible to those employees who serve
this town well.

We must continue to change the size of
town government, while continuing to
deliver valued services, as Mayor [Andy]
Skibitsky often says, by “doing more
with less.”

Mark Ciarrocca
Westfield Councilman

Westfield Should Consider
An Environmental Commission

It’s time for Westfield to have an Envi-
ronmental Commission.

Two thirds of New Jersey communities
have them. The state law enabling mu-
nicipal environmental commissions was
passed over 40 years ago. Many of our
neighbors, including Cranford, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Summit and Spring-
field have them. An environmental com-
mission could improve the quality of life
in Westfield while saving tax dollars.

Environmental commissions are made
up of five to seven volunteer members.
Many towns have associate members,
which often include a representative from
the high school. The role of the commis-
sion is to “study, evaluate and make non-
binding recommendations to the town
council and the planning board regarding
local environmental issues.”

In many towns, they also play an active
role in educating residents about environ-
mental issues, encouraging recycling, lit-
ter clean up, preservation of parks and
protection of flora, fauna, soil and land-
scape throughout the town.

They also review the potential environ-
mental effects of applications before the
planning and the zoning boards.

Environmental commission projects in
nearby communities reveal some of the
benefits an environmental commission
could bring to Westfield. Cranford handed
out over 2,500 compact fluorescent bulbs
at street fairs and schools to promote the
state’s clean energy program.

Both Cranford and Summit have run
educational programs in conjunction with
their schools. Summit has conducted
“green” fairs to educate local residents
about ways they can help to reduce their
environmental footprint.

Cranford launched their own website –
“My Green Cranford” – to help residents
of Cranford “take a more active role in
solving the environmental challenges fac-
ing their community.”

Chatham residents will save 270,000
gallons of water, 8,000 gallons of oil and
44 tons of carbon dioxide in one year by
drinking tap water using the 1,500 new
stainless steel reusable bottles distributed
in May.

Many of the commission’s activities
could also save Westfield money, such as
through a reduction in energy consump-
tion. Many years ago, former Westfield
Mayor Greg McDermott signed the

Mayor’s Agreement on Climate Protec-
tion promising that Westfield would in-
ventory global warming emissions in city
operations, set reduction targets and cre-
ate an action plan.

The agreement calls for 11 other spe-
cific actions to be taken by Westfield.
Mayor McDermott signed the agreement
over five years ago. It is time for Westfield
to implement that which we promised.

Among the many NJ environmental
grant opportunities is one that refunds 75
to 100 percent of the cost of an energy
audit to the town. Montclair has set the
standard in this area by reducing expendi-
tures on and greenhouse gas contribution
from vehicle fleets, street lighting and
traffic lights. Reducing our emissions
would likely improve the air quality and
save the town money.

By increasing the town’s recycling ef-
fort, we can generate revenue because the
town receives a grant from the state based
on the tons that we recycle. Recycling
rates have dropped by 10-15 percent in
the state, county and municipalities
throughout New Jersey.

Union County is down from a recy-
cling high of 45 percent in 2003 to 32
percent currently. There is nothing block-
ing us from achieving the same rates that
we did in the past.

Establishing an environmental com-
mission in Westfield would bring us in
line with the majority of municipalities in
the state, provide the town with the ben-
efit of some tremendous local expertise,
lower our municipal environmental foot-
print, inform citizens on environmental
issues and possibly save the town money.

Dave Haas and Tom Bigosinski
Councilmen, Westfield

‘Thank You’ for All
Who Cleaned Up FW
The Fanwood Clean Community Com-

mittee would like to extend their thanks to
the 80 volunteers who participated in the
April 18 Clean Community Day. Litter
was removed from Fanwood’s public ar-
eas. The committee would like to thank
South Street Café Pizza and Pasta and
Fanwood Bagels and Deli for supplying
nourishment for the participants.

The Fanwood Environmental Commis-
sion gave out wildflower seed packets.
Perry Sandrock provided information
about her Girl Scout Gold Star project,
which will expand the Nature Center’s
butterfly garden.

The morning began with Mayor Col-
leen Mahr welcoming and thanking the
volunteers and proclaiming that it was
“Clean Community Day.”

Clint Dicksen, Bob McCarthy,
Dean and Linda Talcott,

Greg Cummings
Fanwood Clean Community

On behalf of the Westfield Board of
Education (BOE), I want to express my
sincere appreciation to the community,
and especially the parents of our 6,232
school children, for voting in favor of the
2009-2010 school budget. The approval
margin of nearly 2 to 1 once again demon-
strates that Westfield values education.

I also want to thank the finance com-
mittee, led by retiring board member Anne
Riegel, for working through the hard
choices demanded by the challenges of
both the economy and the state’s man-
dates. The board’s transparent budget
process and clearly stated outcomes are

largely attributed to Anne’s broad knowl-
edge of our budget, accumulated over 10
years of board service, and her leadership
in expense management.

Congratulations to Jane Clancy who
was elected to continue her valuable ser-
vice to the board. Welcome to David Finn
and Richard Mattessich, our newly elected
board members whose financial and busi-
ness backgrounds and commitment to
public education will be assets to the
board.

Thank you to Beth Cassie, who has
given seven years of active and dedicated
service and leadership to the children,
families and community by serving on
the board of education. Thanks also to
Michael McLane and Kathy Monteiro for
their interest in serving the Westfield
Public School district.

I am grateful for the support of all our
parents, the dedication of the board of
education, and the continued efforts of
our faculty and staff to provide an excel-
lent education for the children of Westfield
– where, once again, we agree that in
Westfield, kids count.

Ginny Leiz
President, Westfield BOE

Write whatever you want.
We'll be publish it.

goleader.com/express
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NEW ROTARIANS…Community leaders continue to join the ranks of the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club. Fanwood Borough Councilman Russell
Huegel, second from left, and political consultant William McClintock, right,
were inducted into the club on April 8. They are pictured with Membership
Chairman Michael Dietrich and Club Secretary Karen McNally. The club
welcomes new members and invites interested persons to join current members
for lunch any Wednesday at 12:15 p.m. at Pantagis Renaissance in Scotch Plains.

Bucherts Welcome
Elizabeth Anne

Valerie and Brian Buchert of
Pennington have announced the birth
of their daughter, Elizabeth Anne
Buchert, on Tuesday, February 24, at
1:50 a.m. at the University Medical
Center at Princeton.

Elizabeth weighed 6 pounds and
12 ounces and measured 20 inches in
length at birth.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Kathleen and Richard Schultz of
Westfield.

Joan and Dennis Buchert of
Plainsboro are her paternal grand-
parents.

AARP Chapter Announces
Next Meeting and Activities
WESTFIELD – Westfield Area

Chapter 4137 of the American Asso-
ciation of Retired Persons (AARP)
will meet on Monday, May 4, at 1
p.m. at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at Plainfield Avenue
and Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.

A representative from SAGE
Eldercare in Summit will discuss the
organization’s various services that
are available to area senior citizens.

Members who plan to attend the
chapter’s luncheon at Café Vivace in
Plainfield on Monday, June 1, are
asked to make payment at this meet-
ing. The cost is $20. This event will
feature a varied menu and a cash bar.

Seats are still available for the
September 17 to 22 trip to Branson,
Mo. given by Collette Tours. Inter-
ested persons are asked to see the
chapter president at this meeting
for more details about the trip. Ad-
ditionally, the slate of officers for
the year 2009-2010 will be an-
nounced at the meeting. Nomina-
tions from the floor also will be
accepted, with installation to take

place in June.
The chapter is collecting items to

be used as bingo prizes at Runnells
Specialized Hospital of Union
County. Chapter members also are
asked to bring to the meeting non-
perishable food items and miscella-
neous toiletries, which always are
needed for the Westfield Food Pantry.

The social hour with refreshments
will begin at the conclusion of the busi-
ness meeting. The Westfield Area Chap-
ter invites anyone who is a member of
the National AARP to join its member-
ship at local chapter meetings.

Mr. Mahmoud to Give Talk
On ‘Egyptian Connection’

WESTFIELD – “An Egyptian Con-
nection; From an Egyptian Jail to
Sainthood to Missouri, USA: The
Story of St. Louis” will be Sam
Mahmoud’s topic at the Westfield
Historical Society’s First Wednesday
Luncheon at noon on May 6 at the
Echo Lake Country Club, located at
515 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

A member of the Society and its
board of trustees, Mr. Mahmoud will
speak about how an Egyptian con-
nection to modern history is reflected
in many facets of contemporary life.
He will discuss how the naming of St.
Louis, Mo. was related to events in
Egypt; how building a pyramid and
erecting a statue of Ramses the Great
in Memphis, Tenn. reflects the influ-
ence of Egypt’s history and how St.
Mark’s remains were smuggled from
Egypt to Italy stuffed with a pig’s
head in a bamboo box.

Mr. Mahmoud also will describe
how the Catholic Church came to

adopt many ancient Egyptian icons
and why Stephen Douglas threatened
to chase Abraham Lincoln down to
Egypt during their famous debate.

Mr. Mahmoud came to the United
States almost 40 years ago and has
lived in Westfield for 17 years. He has
been a world traveler, author, lecturer
and a student of the history and culture
of many countries around the world.

He studied and observed the many
wonders of his native Egypt as well
and gave lectures there on history,
political science, marine insurance
and international trade. In the United
States, he has published multiple ar-
ticles about history and politics in the
major state newspapers. He writes a
monthly column in the Home News
Tribune.

All those wishing to attend the lun-
cheon are asked to make a reservation
by calling (908) 233-2930 by noon
on Monday, May 4. The cost of the
luncheon is $18, including gratuity.

JAVA FOR THE TROOPS…The Westfield Senior Citizens Housing Tenants’
Association has been busy helping the troops overseas. During March, the
residents participated in a program called “Coffee Express” in which they
collected more than 200 cans of coffee to be sent to members of the 1st Squadron,
102nd Cavalry, currently deployed as part of the 50th Infantry Bridge Combat
Team of New Jersey, Army National Guard, in Iraq. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Doris Miller, Martha Friedman, Laura Brewer, Mary Sussko and Randi
Kass, activities director.

Senior Citizen Council Plans
Annual Luncheon on May 7
MOUNTAINSIDE – More than

350 senior citizens are expected to
attend the 38th Annual Luncheon of
the Union County Senior Citizen
Council on Thursday, May 7, at
L’Affaire Fine Catering in
Mountainside.

Representatives from private
companies, non-profit organizations
and government agencies will be on
hand to provide information for
older adults and their families.

Registration will begin at 8:30
a.m. with a continental breakfast.
Attendees will be able to browse
multiple informational exhibits be-
fore the luncheon program.

“This year we are honored to have
Senator Joseph Vitale as our key-
note speaker,” said Ellen Steinberg,
vice-chairman of the council.

“Senator Vitale is the Deputy Ma-
jority Leader and is the chairman of
the Health, Human Services and
Senior Citizens Committee,” she
continued. “Senator Vitale’s pri-
mary focus during his tenure has
been his fight for quality and af-
fordable health care, a major con-
cern of our seniors.”

Also speaking at the luncheon
will be James Szeliga of the Federal
Communications Commission.
“The analog to digital television
conversion is now slated for June
12,” said the council’s Executive
Director Richard Stone. “Our se-
niors have many questions about
how the change will affect them and
what options are available. We are
looking to the FCC for answers.”

The New Jersey Intergenerational
Orchestra will provide entertain-
ment. Special awards and door
prizes also will be presented at the

luncheon.
This event is open to the public.

Tickets are $27 and should be pur-
chased in advance. Interested per-
sons may send a check made pay-
able to the Senior Citizens Council
to: Senior Citizens Council, 2187
Morris Avenue, Union, N.J. 07083.
For further information, call (908)
964-7555. The Senior Citizens
Council of Union County is a not-
for-profit organization devoted to
the needs of older Americans, their
families and caregivers.

Miller-Cory Plans Program
On ‘Sachets and Potpourri’
WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory

House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, will
present “Sachets and Potpourri” from
2 to 4 p.m. this Sunday, May 3.

From religious ceremonies to in-
sect repellent to room freshening,
people have utilized the fragrances
of flowers, herbs and spices in vari-
ous ways for thousands of years.

Laurie Mills will discuss the use
of potpourri and sachets and will
present a display of various types of
sachets. A sachet project for chil-
dren, suitable for Mother’s Day, also
will be included.

Volunteers dressed in authentic
period attire will be available to guide
visitors through the Colonial-era
farmhouse. In the museum’s Frazee
Building, members of the Cooking

Committee will demonstrate open
hearth cooking and offer taste
samples to visitors. The gift shop,
which carries a variety of Colonial
toys, crafts, books and educational
materials, also will be open.

Admission to the museum and its
grounds is $2.50 for adults, $1 for
students and free for children under
age 4. Upcoming programs include
“The Garden – A Display of Flower
Pots, Ceramic Flower Children and
Garden Books” on Sunday, May 17;
“Aunt Carrie’s Attic Sale” on Satur-
day, May 23, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and
“Toying with Time – 18th and 19th
Century Toys” on Sunday, May 31.

For more information, call the
museum office weekday mornings
at (908) 232-1776. The museum’s
website is millercoryhouse.org.

P.E.O. Names New Officers,
Gears Up For Convention

WESTFIELD – P.E.O. Chapter U
of Westfield installed its new slate of
officers March 3 at the Warren home
of Cynthia McCracken. A philan-
thropic and educational organization,
P.E.O. is dedicated to promoting edu-
cation opportunities for women.

Barbara Gigon of Westfield in-
stalled Betty Evans of Mountainside
as president. Arlene Hogan of Warren
was named vice president. Also in-
stalled were Marjorie McCornick of
Westfield, treasurer; Cynthia
McCracken of Warren, recording sec-
retary; Nora Sutter of Westfield, cor-
responding secretary; Charlotte
Broadwell of Westfield, chaplain, and
Valerie Frank of Westfield, guard.

Chapter U officers held an initia-
tion ceremony for Jean Gallagher of
Mountainside, and the chapter wel-

comed her as a new member.
The New Jersey annual convention

will be held in Whippany tomorrow
through Saturday, May 1 and 2.
Theodora Smiley Lacey will be the
guest speaker. A retired teacher and
lifelong civil and human rights activ-
ist, Mrs. Lacey worked with the late
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. during the
famed bus boycott of 1955. In New
Jersey, she played a major role in the
successful integration of the Teaneck
Public Schools.

P.E.O. Chapter U and P.E.O. Chap-
ter E, also of Westfield, will be among
more than 40 New Jersey chapters
attending this convention. Chapter U
delegates will be Betty Evans of
Mountainside and Leola Mumford of
Basking Ridge. Delegates from Chap-
ter E will be Elizabeth Andrews and
Evelyn Swenson, both of Fanwood;
alternates will be Rebecca Wampler
of Springfield and Terry Wooster of
Westfield.

Other recently elected Chapter E
officers are Lynne Schwartz of
Scotch Plains, president; Carolyn
Greasham of Mountainside, vice-
president; Elizabeth Andrews of
Fanwood, recording secretary; Sally
Rand of Scotch Plains, correspond-
ing secretary; Susan Salsberry of
Summit, treasurer; Ruth Lindgren
of Fanwood, chaplain, and Margaret
Sosa of Garwood, guard.

Founded in 1869 at Iowa Wesleyan
College in Mount Pleasant, Iowa, the
P.E.O. Sisterhood seeks to bring
women increased opportunities for
higher education.

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Divorce & Mediation

Estate Planning & Probate

General Practice

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. & Sat. Appointments

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney

N.J. Divorce Mediator

DO-IT-YOURSELF

24/7

www.goleader.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

Visit Our Website

Fish Fry Event on Tap
At WNC on Saturday
WESTFIELD – The Bethel Baptist

Church will hold a “down home”-
style fish fry event with all the fixings
this Saturday, May 2, beginning at 1
p.m. It will take place at the Westfield
Neighborhood Council, located at 127
Cacciola Place in Westfield. Dinners
will be $8. This event will be held rain
or shine.

Chrysalis
Curtains & Silks

Custom Window 
Treatments Affordably 

Priced

Call for a free consultation

(908) 500-5209

Serving Westfield since 2004

MAY  2009 EVENTS 

at the Westfield Memorial Library
Library Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30 AM to 9:00 PM 

Friday and Saturday 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM  Sunday 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

ADULT PROGRAMS 

Closed Monday, May 25 for Memorial Day 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS 

5/5
5/6
5/7
5/8
5/9
5/11
5/13
5/14
5/15
5/18
5/20
5/21
5/22
5/29
5/29

7:00 pm 
7:00 pm 
7:00 pm 
1:30 pm 
2:00 pm 

2 & 6:30 pm 
7:00 pm 
7:00 pm 
1:30 pm 
7:00 pm 
7:00 pm 
7:00 pm 
1:30 pm 
1:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Computer Class: Intro to Excel (intermediate level) 
Computer Class: Travel Resources on the Internet (inter) 
Non-Fiction Book Club: Outliers by Maxwell Gladwell 
TGIF! Rosemary Clooney (movie) 
NJ Workshop for the Arts Alphorn Ensemble 
Foreign Film: “Golden Door” from Italy 
Computer Class: E-mail Basics (intermediate level) 
Computer Class: Advanced Word w/Graphics (advanced) 
TGIF! Marc Chagall (movie) 
Computer Class: Intro to Publisher (intermediate level) 
Egypt: Key Ally in the Middle East – Prof. El Ghobashy 
Starting and Managing your own Business-SCORE  
TGIF! Travel Hawaii (movie) 
TGIF! Classic Movie Week: “Blue Hawaii” 
Author Lisa Scottoline (AT TOWN HALL.  Full service West-
field Memorial Library cardholders only.  Sign up begins 5/4/09) 

5/1, 5/8, 5/15 
5/1
5/5, 5/12 
5/6 & 5/13 
5/6
5/7 & 5/14 

10:00 am 
  3:45 pm 
  1:30 pm 
10:00 am 
  3:45 pm 
10:00 am

Tots’ Storytime (2½ to 3½ years) 
Big Kids’ Storytime (elementary school age) 
PreSchool Storytime (3½ to 5 years) 
Toddler Time (babies & toddlers up to 2½ years) 
Creative Dramatics (elementary school age) 
PreSchool Storytime (3½ to 5 years) 

Thrift Shop Features
Camp, Mission Attire
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ser-

vice League (WSL) has announced
that its thrift and consignment shops
are featuring clothing appropriate for
summer camp and mission trips. Both
shops are located at 114 Elmer Street
in Westfield.

Shorts, T-shirts, lightweight jack-
ets and shoes are all available, along
with sheets, pillowcases and miscel-
laneous items that may come in handy
during a summer trip.

The thrift shop is located on the
ground floor and the consignment
shop is upstairs. Both shops carry
men’s, women’s, teens’ and children’s
clothing, plus shoes, jewelry, house-
hold items and bric-a-brac.

Now in its 76th year of serving the
community, the WSL is a non-profit,
volunteer organization. Profits are
given back to the surrounding com-
munity. Shop hours are 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. from Tuesday through Saturday.
For further information, call the thrift
shop at (908) 233-2530 and the con-
signment shop at (908) 232-1223.
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THINGS OF BEAUTY…Janet O’Sullivan of Mountainside, left, and Fran
Frigerio of Harding prepare gifts for the “Forever Beautiful” dinner-fashion
show to be presented on Wednesday, May 6, by the Ladies Philoptochos Society
of the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in Westfield. It will begin at 6 p.m.
at the Chanticler in Millburn and will raise funds for various charities.

Ladies Philoptochos to Hold
Dinner Fashion Show Event
WESTFIELD – More than 300

guests are expected to attend “For-
ever Beautiful,” the annual dinner
fashion show hosted by the Ladies
Philoptochos Society of the Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in
Westfield. It will take place on
Wednesday, May 6, beginning at 6
p.m. at the Chanticler in Millburn.

Avi Kiriakatis of Kenilworth is
chairing the event, which will fea-
ture fashions by Emily. The Me-
tropolis president, Bessie Drogaris
of Holmdel, is expected to attend,
as well as many out-of-state guests.

Funds raised will benefit the more
than 50 charities and scholarships
which this Philoptochos chapter sup-
ports each year. Last year, more than
$48,000 was donated to charities,
among them the Susan G. Komen
Foundation, Hospice of America,
Ronald McDonald House, the
Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation, The
Valerie Fund, Lainie’s Angels, Na-
tional Gaucher Foundation,
Children’s Specialized Hospital,
Parkinson’s Research, National Can-

cer Fund, St. Michael’s Home for
the Aged, St. Basil’s Academy,
Sloan-Kettering Memorial Cancer
Research and Volunteers of America.

Additionally, the Hurricane
Katrina appeal remains an ongoing
commitment, addressing the needs
of several families. Many local
needs also are met.

The on-premise gift raffles will fea-
ture theme baskets and individual items
valued at more than $200 each. There
also will be valuable door prizes.

The Grand Raffle prizes will in-
clude: First prize, a diamond pen-
dant valued at $1,200; second prize,
a $1,000 American Express gift card;
third prize, an original oil painting
valued at $1,000; fourth prize, a cash-
mere cape with fur ruffed trim val-
ued at $995, and fifth prize, diamond
earrings valued at $500.

Proceeds from the Grand Raffle
will benefit the charities of Holy
Trinity, with special donations to
Autism Speaks and Ovarian Cancer
Research. For more information,
call (908) 233-8533.

Storyteller-Teacher to Share
Inspirational-Themed Quilts
WESTFIELD – Kathleen “Kat”

Lindsey, a storyteller, teacher of handi-
capped/mentally challenged students
and African-American historian, will
be featured in a special program en-
titled “Chosen By God” at 10:30 a.m.
on Saturday, May 9, at Westfield’s
First United Methodist Church, lo-
cated at One East Broad Street.

Her program will feature quilts she
has collected over the years that have
an inspirational story to tell. Keeping
African-American history alive and
accurate is one of Ms. Lindsey’s goals.

She combines her talents of quilt-
ing and storytelling in theatrical ap-
pearances throughout the East Coast,
through which she seeks to bring
awareness and understanding to all
nationalities.

Ms. Lindsey has continued her

ancestors’ (particularly her grand-
mother) legacy of creating diaries
on quilts to depict special events in
their lives. Her knowledge of and
interest in African-American history
has spawned a successful stage pre-
sentation, performed along with her
six sisters, called A Stitch in Time,
which has been televised on various
cable stations, and a nationally
known documentary program en-
titled “Visions.”

A breakfast will be served at 9:30
a.m. before Ms. Lindsey’s presenta-
tion. There is a suggested donation of
$10 for the program only and $15 for
both the breakfast and program. To
make a reservation, call the church
office at (908) 233-4211. Parking is
available in the church parking lot
accessible off Ferris Place.

KEEPING OUR PARK BEAUTIFUL…Children from Suzanne Kane’s kinder-
garten class at the Presbyterian Nursery School and Kindergarten in Westfield
visit the town’s Mindowaskin Park on April 22 in honor of Earth Day and pick up
trash to beautify the environment.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

LUCK OF THE SCOUTS…Members of Boy Scout Troop 73 of Westfield
participate in a 10-mile hike to Point Spink in Ireland’s Glendalough National
Park. Pictured, from left to right, are: Mike Wagner, Mike Conant, Evan
Kornow, Tim Johnston, Scoutmaster Bill Hughes, Liam Hughes, Francis Leong
and Stephen Head.

Troop 73 Enjoys Ireland’s
History, Culture and People
WESTFIELD – Boy Scout Troop

73 recently returned from a weeklong
tour of Ireland. This was the seventh
trip Troop 73 has taken to Ireland, but
the first time it focused on the Dublin
area. Not only is Dublin the capital of
the Republic of Ireland, but also the
largest city, with a population of just
over three million.

While in Ireland, the scouts stayed
at The Larch Hill Scout Center just
outside Dublin. During the week, they
had an opportunity to visit both his-
torical and cultural sites. On a self-
guided tour of the city, the scouts
visited Dublin Castle, the home of the
Irish government, and Trinity College,
where they viewed the Book of Kells.

The scouts also ventured outside
the city to Newgrange, the megalithic
passage-tomb from 3,200 B.C. and
the site of the Battle of Bryne be-
tween William of Orange and James
II in 1690. At Glendalough National
Park, the scouts took a 10-mile hike
through the scenic Irish countryside.

The scouts also visited the Na-
tional Museum, where they saw works
of art by master painters, a collection
of prehistoric mummies preserved in
peat bogs, and Viking artifacts. Dublin
was actually founded as a Viking
settlement.

Additionally, they visited St.
Patrick’s Cathedral, the largest church
in Ireland and the inspiration for the
design of St. Patrick’s Cathedral in
New York City. The scouts also en-
joyed visiting the crypts, home to
several Irish saints, as well as author
Jonathan Swift.

In addition to sightseeing, the scouts
visited a local Irish scout troop, the

Dublin Fighting 45th, with whom
they traded patches, neckerchiefs and
stories of life in their respective coun-
tries. Before departing, the scouts
performed some landscaping work
for the scout reservation. They re-
turned home February 22.

Trip participants included Mike
Conant, Stephen Head, Liam Hughes,
Tim Johnston, Evan Kornow, Francis
Leong, Connor Tucciarone, Mike
Wagner and Assistant Scoutmasters
Bill Hughes and William Leong. Ac-
companying the group was the Rev-
erend Vic Kennedy, chaplain for the
Catholic Committee on Scouting for
the Archdiocese of Newark.

Troop 73 meets on Monday eve-
nings from 7:30 to 9 p.m. throughout
the school year at Holy Trinity
Interparochial School in Westfield.
Scouting is open to all boys ages 11 to
17. For more information, call Assis-
tant Scoutmaster Alec Ireland at (908)
787-4750. More information about
scouting also is available at
scouting.org.

Peace Council to Show
Helen’s War at FUMC
WESTFIELD – The Union

County Peace Council will hold a
free screening of the 2003 film
Helen’s War: Portrait of a Dissi-
dent on Friday, May 8, at 7:30 p.m.
It will take place at the First United
Methodist Church, located at One
East Broad Street in Westfield.

During the 1970s and 1980s, Aus-
tralian pediatrician Dr. Helen Caldicott
was a leading activist working to elimi-
nate the existence of nuclear weapons.

Her niece, documentary filmmaker
Anna Broinowski, presents a profile
of Dr. Caldicott during a post-911
American road trip. Certain that the
War on Terror of President George
W. Bush’s White House was escalat-
ing the global nuclear arms race, she
embarked on a crusade across the
country, armed with her fifth book,
“The New Nuclear Danger,” and a
determination to rally the American
public against Star Wars and the new
nuclear weapons laboratories.

Light refreshments will be served,
and following the film, there will be an
opportunity to discuss political activ-
ism and nuclear disarmament. For
more information, call Monica
Shimkus at (908) 265-3469. Further
information about the Union County
Peace Council can be found at its
website: ucpeace.org/. Parking for this
event is available off of Ferris Place,
and entry is on the side of the church.

NNJ Region of Hadassah
To Hold Spring Conference
AREA – The Northern New Jersey

(NNJ) Region of Hadassah, which
includes Westfield, will hold its an-
nual Spring Conference this Sunday,
May 3, at Congregation Keter Torah
in Teaneck. The theme for the day
will be “Let’s Soar Over the Rainbow
– Enjoy the Ride.”

Judy Shereck of Montvale, a Na-
tional Hadassah vice-president and
head of its Israel, Zionist and Interna-
tional Affairs Department, will be the
keynote speaker and installing of-
ficer of the Region’s new executive
board. Awards in fundraising, educa-
tion, membership and programming
will be announced throughout the day.

In addition to programs and clinics
about Hadassah’s work in Israel and
America, multiple guest speakers will
be featured throughout the day. Dana
Erlich, an information officer at the
Consulate General of Israel in New
York, will use film to explore the di-
verse culture of Israel. David Saranga,
Consul for Media and Public Affairs at
the Consulate General in New York,
will speak about Israel’s image. Au-
thor Tania Grossinger, a member of
the Grossinger family, will discuss her
book “Growing up at Grossinger’s.”

The conference will be the culmi-

nation of the activities of the women
in northern New Jersey Hadassahs
for the 2008-2009 year. It will honor
the work of outgoing Region Presi-
dent Miriam Aron of Teaneck and the
installation of the new president,
Karen Goldman of Montclair.

Berthe Nathanson of Woodcliff
Lake, Hannah Price of Hillsdale and
Martha Shemin of Teaneck will chair
the conference. The NNJ Region cur-
rently includes 30 chapters, spans six
New Jersey counties and parts of Staten
Island, N.Y. and has more than 13,000
members. For information on the NNJ
Region of Hadassah, call (973) 472-
1401 or visit nnj.hadassah.org.

Caregivers Meeting
Set Monday Evening
WESTFIELD – A support group for

those caring for elderly or chronically
ill loved ones will meet on Monday,
May 4, at 8 p.m. in the parish center of
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
on Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

Meetings are held on the first non-
holiday Monday of each month. These
are information and sharing sessions.
For more information, call Marilyn
Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

Heating
oil prices 

have 
fallen.

Don’t renew your 
heating oil contract 

until you 
talk to us first!

Switch to Petro 
and find out why more 

people choose us over any
other heating oil company. 

Call today!
866.254.7645

petro.com

Additional terms and conditions may apply. ©2009 Petro. P_09191

Car Wash to Benefit
Homeless Services

FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains will hold a car
wash on Sunday, May 3, from 10 a.m.
to noon in the parking lot of Union
Catholic High School, located at 1600
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Money collected will be donated to
Homefirst: Interfaith Housing and
Family Services, an organization dedi-
cated to ending homelessness in Union
County. Homefirst provides tempo-
rary shelter, transitional and perma-
nent housing to individuals and fami-
lies, as well as the support and services
they need for lifelong success.

The car wash is part of Temple
Sholom’s annual Mitzvah Weekend.
To volunteer for this or any other
Mitzvah Weekend event or for more
information, contact rs@sholomnj.org
or call (908) 889-4900.

Call for your appointment: 973-994-4040 
Roosevelt Plaza • 2 W. Northfield Rd., Livingston, NJ

OUR LAYETTE SPECIALISTS WILL ASSIST YOU IN SELECTING 
THE LAYETTE AND CUSTOM BEDDING OF YOUR DREAMS… 

AND WITH MOST SELECTIONS UP TO 20% OFF!

For the layette 
you’ve always
dreamed of…

Free Bassinet

with Layette! Ask for details
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– Obituaries – Lions Club White Cane Day
Set Saturday in Westfield

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Li-
ons Club will hold a White Cane Day
on Saturday, May 2, from 7:30 to 11
a.m. at the Exxon/Dunkin’ Donuts at
South and Central Avenues in
Westfield and from 7:30 to 10 a.m. at
Bagel Chateau, located at 223 South
Avenue, East, in Westfield. Dona-
tions will go directly to help the
needy. They also can be sent to: P.O.
Box 572, Westfield, N.J. 07091.

The Westfield Lions Club helps
both locally and internationally to
supply eyeglasses and hearing aids to
the needy. Last year, the Westfield
school system called on the Lions
Club to help out three Westfield stu-
dents who had no insurance and
needed eyeglasses. The students were
sent to a local eye doctor and were
supplied with eyeglasses. The club
also worked with a local hearing spe-
cialist who donated an appointment
for a child who needed ear tubes. This
was all funded by donations.

The club has a box at the corner of
Elm and Broad Streets in Westfield
that is clearly marked for collection
of used eyeglasses and hearing aids.
Last year, the club donated more

than 2,000 pairs of used eyeglasses
that were sent to needy countries.
Many sight-impaired people may get
the only pair of eyeglasses they will
have in a lifetime thanks to Lions
Club donations.

Hearing aids are disassembled and
the workings are used to build new
units to help supply many people who
otherwise could not afford one. For
more information, call (908) 654-
3643 or visit westfieldnj.com/lions.

Student Art Exhibit
To Kick Off May 5

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Public Library is in-
viting members of the public to visit
the library and view a display of
student art on loan to the library for
the entire month of May in honor of
Student Art Month.

The exhibit will open on Tuesday,
May 5, with a special reception at 7
p.m. hosted by the Friends of the
Mountainside Library. Art will be on
view during all library hours until the
end of the month. The library is lo-
cated on Constitution Plaza.

Temple Sholom to Conduct
White Elephant Auction

FANWOOD – Members of the
community are invited to join
Temple Sholom of Fanwood/Scotch
Plains for a white elephant auction
to be held at the temple on Saturday,
May 16, at 7:30 p.m. A brief
Havdalah service (ending Shabbat)
and refreshments will be included.

Proceeds from the event will be
used to fund day-to-day temple op-
erations, as well as future social,
cultural and religious events and
the many community service pro-
grams that Temple Sholom spon-
sors or supports.

All are welcome to attend this
event. Tickets for the auction are
$10 each in advance and $15 at the
door. The temple encourages attend-
ees to bring a new or gently used
item with a minimum value of $50
to donate to the auction. Donations
are tax-deductible and receipts will
be available. Any unsold items will

be returned to their donors at the
end of the evening.

According to Gale Miller, co-
chairman of the event, items do-
nated for the auction so far include
electronics, appliances, furniture
and artwork.

Temple Sholom currently is
housed in the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, located at the corner of
Martine and LaGrande Avenues. The
temple chapel is around the corner
off of Marian Avenue. Auction at-
tendees are asked to enter through
the door on Marian marked Temple
Sholom. For advance tickets or more
information, call (908) 889-4900 or
e-mail sholom@sholomnj.org.

Blood Drive to Be Held
At Temple This Sunday

WESTFIELD – The Men’s Club
and Sisterhood of Temple Emanu-El
will assist New Jersey Blood Ser-
vices by jointly sponsoring a com-
munity blood drive on Sunday, May
3, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the temple.

This event is planned to aid New
Jersey’s blood banks, supplies at
which are at a critically low level.
Bagels, spreads, juice and a Sunday
New York Times will be provided to
all participants. In addition, compli-
mentary cholesterol screenings will
be available for all blood donors.

Blood donors must be at least 17
years old and weigh a minimum of
110 pounds. In order to donate, indi-
viduals must not have donated blood
within eight weeks prior to the event.
Participants also must present a valid
form of identification in order to
donate and are advised to eat a meal
before donating.

Temple Emanu-El is located at 756
East Broad Street in Westfield. For
more information, contact Carolyn
Shane, executive director, at (908)
232-6770 or cshane@tewnj.org, or
visit the temple’s website, tewnj.org.

All Saints’ to Present
African Crafts Sale

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Outreach
Ministry of the All Saints’ Episcopal
Church will host an African Crafts
Sale on Sunday, May 3, between 8:30
a.m. and 1 p.m. All are welcome.

The sale will include jewelry made
from colorful stones and other mate-
rials; carved wooden animals and
other wood pieces, and vibrant printed
fabrics and bags, among other items.

Proceeds from this sale will assist
Africa Team Ministries, the projects
of which include lunch programs for
malnourished children in Uganda, as
well as HIV/AIDS education and
other counseling programs for chil-
dren in Kenya and Uganda.

All Saints’ Church is located at 559
Park Avenue, across from Park Middle
School, in Scotch Plains. Parking is
available behind the church, acces-
sible via School Place. For more in-
formation, call (908) 322-8047.

Golden Agers to Visit
Monticello Raceway

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Golden Agers Club invites
members of the community to join
their next trip to Monticello Race-
way in Monticello, N.Y. The bus
will leave at 9:45 a.m. on Thursday,
June 11, from the Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club parking lot, located at
Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains.

The cost of the outing is $22 for
everyone. Included will be an el-
egant, all-you-can-eat buffet lun-
cheon and the opportunity to enjoy
live harness racing and more than
1,500 casino slot machines through-
out the day. Those interested are
encouraged to make their reserva-
tions early.

The Golden Agers Club meets
weekly on Thursdays at 10 a.m.
from September through June at the
Scotch Hills Country Club. Mem-
bership, theater, musical revues and
other fun activity trips are available
to all.  For trip details, call Jean
DeTore at (908) 889-4121 or Mary
DeJesso at (908) 654-4512. Club
information is available by calling
Marge Van Duyne at (908) 889-
4631.

Dooley Colonial Funeral Home
Westfield

Family owned and operated

Providing personalized and compassionate

service since 1913

Offering a full range of services and options

to meet your family’s needs

556 Westfield Ave., Westfield

908-233-0255

John Dooley, Manager
NJ. Lic. No. 4100

Thrift Shop Reveals
Mother’s Day Items

SCOTCH PLAINS – Beginning
this Saturday, May 2, dozens of
“Mugs O’ Candy” for Mother’s Day
gifts will be available for sale at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop, located at 1730
East Second Street in Scotch Plains.

Each unique mug, which can later
be used for coffee or tea, is filled
with an assortment of candy.
Truffles, sour balls, Hershey kisses,
Werther’s toffees and many other
varieties will fill each mug. Attached
to each bag of candy is a gift tag that
may be filled out by the giver. Also
for sale will be silk flower corsages
and silk floral arrangements.

During May, the shop also will
feature “black and white” window
displays of wedding dresses, tux-
edos and black dresses in various
sizes. Thrift shop personnel will be
available on Thursday mornings to
assist anyone interested in trying on
clothing from the windows.

The thrift shop is open Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday from 10
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and Friday and
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. For
more information or directions to
the store, call (908) 322-5420 dur-
ing business hours.

JoAnn Morgan Jackson, Was Teacher;
Known For Love of Life and Activities

JoAnn Morgan Jackson of
Bridgewater passed away on Sunday,
April 26, 2009.

Until her death, hers was a testi-
mony to the joys of an active life. A
seventh generation native of Westfield,
“Joady” graduated as valedictorian of
Westfield High School and attended
Smith College, earning her bachelor’s
degree in English in 1936.

Returning to Westfield, she edited
AT&T’s company magazine and met
Tom Jackson, her best friend and hus-
band for 64 years, whom she wed in
1939. Together the pair played tennis,
ardent bridge, bicycled and camped
all across the state and nation. De-
voted members of the Appalachian
Mountain Club, they led countless
whitewater canoe trips. Her water-
color paintings reflect these times.

While raising their two children,
Bart and Joyce, Joady taught church
school at Westfield’s St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church, trained Girl Scout lead-
ers and sang passionately with the
New Jersey Choral Arts Society.

Earning her M.Ed. from Rutgers
University, Joady turned to educa-
tion, teaching literature at Hillside’s
Pingry School, then at Kean Univer-
sity in Union. She inspired students
to better appreciate the masters by

composing their own works.
In 1987 the “Action Jacksons,” as

friends called them, built a second
home in Eastham, Cape Cod, where
square dancing was added to the ca-
noeing, hiking and tennis mix. Here,
Joady served as docent to the Cape
Cod National Seashore. In 1998, she
and Tom moved to the Arbor Glen
Community in Bridgewater. Husband
Tom died in 2003.

Joady passes her love of life on to
her son, Bart Jackson, a writer living
in Cranbury; to her daughter, Joyce
Jackson Wood, an attorney in Nor-
folk, Va., and the Woods’ three daugh-
ters, Dr. Virginia Wood Sheikh and
Hannah Creighton Wood, both in
Washington, D.C., and Frances
Kelleher Wood of Somerville, Mass.

Memorial services will be held at
10 a.m. on Saturday, May 2, at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield.

Arrangements are by the Bruce
VanArsdale Funeral Home, 111 N.
Gaston Avenue in Somerville.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to the Appalachian
Mountain Club, 5 Joy Street, Boston,
Mass. 02108. To send condolences to
the family, visit
brucecvanarsdalefuneralhome.com.
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Marcia Manns, 67, Church Member;
Achieved Life Master Status In Bridge

Marcia Eisele Manns, 67, of
Edison died peacefully on Wednes-
day, April 22, at Somerset Medical
Center in Somerville.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she had
lived in Colts Neck before moving
to Edison in 1996.

Marcia was a member of the
Plainfield Country Club and of the
Faith Lutheran Church in New Provi-
dence, and a former member of the
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in
Holmdel. She also was an avid bridge
player, having attained the status of
Life Master.

Surviving are her loving husband,
Hank; two daughters and their hus-

bands, Jenifer and Tom Keiser and
Stacy and Mike Paleski, and four
grandchildren, Melissa, Katherine,
Michael and Sophia.

Services were held on Saturday,
April 25, at the Faith Lutheran
Church of New Providence. Entomb-
ment followed at Somerset Hills
Memorial Park in Basking Ridge.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the First Tee of Plainfield,
in care of Plainfield Country Club,
P.O. Box 311, Plainfield, N.J. 07061-
0311. For additional information or
to express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Charles Reed, Sr., 76, T.R.W. Engineer;
Was Church Member and Yankees Fan
Charles B. Reed, Sr., 76, died on

Monday, April 27, at his home in New
Providence.

Born in Ellenville, N.Y., he grew
up in Fairfield, Conn. and had lived in
Scotch Plains before moving to New
Providence in 2001.

Mr. Reed attended Union College.
Prior to his retirement in 1989, he had
been a component engineer with T.R.W.,
Inc. in Fairfield for 28 years. After his
retirement, he was a contractor for The
Star-Ledger for about 13 years.

He was an active member of the
Scotch Plains Baptist Church.

Mr. Reed loved baseball and the
New York Yankees.

His brother, Henry B. Reed, prede-
ceased him.

Surviving are his wife of 37 years,
Patricia McDonough Reed; his son,
Charles B. “Chuck” Reed, Jr. and his
wife, Corrine, of Rome City, Ind.; his
daughter, Alycia Alongi and her hus-

band, Gaetano, of South Elgin, Ill.; his
sisters, Florence Smith, Phylis Antonini,
Hazel Towne and Clara Bishop, and his
grandchildren, Genesis, Ashton and
Gabriel Reed. Several nieces and neph-
ews also survive him.

Funeral services will be held at 11
a.m. tomorrow, Friday, May 1, at the
Scotch Plains Baptist Church. Cre-
mation is private. Visitation will be
from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m. today,
Thursday, April 30, at the Higgins
Home for Funerals, 752 Mountain
Boulevard in Watchung.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the New Provi-
dence Care and Concern Foundation,
P.O. Box 843, New Providence, N.J.
07974 or to the Scotch Plains Baptist
Church, 333 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076. To send condo-
lences, please go to
www.higginsfuneralhome.com.
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FLOWERS ARE THE ‘WORD’…Thomas Brown, president of Union County
College, shakes the hand of Phyllis Alexander, a member of the Plainfield Garden
Club. Also representing the club are Darlene Kasten, left, and Mandy Zachariades,
right.

Trailside Pet Fair to Mark
Thirtieth Year on Sunday

MOUNTAINSIDE – The 30th An-
nual Pet Fair, presented by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers, will be held on Sunday, May 3,
from noon to 5 p.m. at Trailside
Nature and Science Center.

Among the highlights will be pro-
grams and demonstrations by the
New Jersey Rescue and Recovery
K9 Unit, with a live demonstration
at 3 p.m.; Kathy Murarik of the
New Jersey Sled Dog Club and her
team, who will lead off the 30th
anniversary celebrations at 12:30
p.m.; Bill and Elizabeth Johnson,
showcasing their alpacas from
Abenaki Acres Farms in Hunterdon
County, at 1 p.m., and the Hounds
and the Garden State Barkway
flyball dog clubs at 1:30 p.m.

Also featured will be the dogs of
the Union County K-9 Division and
their handlers at 2 p.m.; the canine
members of Paw Pals at 2:30 p.m.
and the Yankee Flyers Dog and Disc
Club at 3:30 p.m.

The afternoon will conclude with

the inaugural American Pet Idol Con-
test at 4 p.m., hosted by the National
Foundation for Animal Rescue. Cat-
egories will include Most Obedient,
Best Trick, Best Tail Wagger and Best
Pet/Owner Look Alike. Entries will
be accepted at the fair and are $1 per
category. Prizes will be awarded. Reg-
istration will take place at the Na-
tional Foundation for Animal
Rescue’s table on the day of the event.

Admission to the Pet Fair, which
includes free face painting and a
free petting zoo, will be $3 per per-
son, with children age 6 and younger
admitted for free. For an additional
fee, children can enjoy pony rides
or win prizes by playing games such
as “Hole in One,” “Ring Toss” and
“Basketball Throw.”

The Trailside Visitor Center, with its
many state-of-the-art exhibits, will be
open during the fair. Trailside Nature
and Science Center is located at 452
New Providence Road in Mountainside.
For more information, call (908) 789-
3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Vincent A. Lindner, 89
Vincent Anthony Lindner, 89, of

Scotch Plains died on Tuesday, April
28, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born and raised in West New York,
he had lived in Colonia before mov-
ing to Scotch Plains in 1967.

Mr. Lindner was a veteran of World
War II, having served in the Army Air
Force from 1942 to 1945. He had
been employed as a radio announcer
for WJRZ in Newark before retiring
and also was a longtime member of
the Scotch Plains Baptist Church.

Surviving are his wife, Lois “Betty”
Wilbanks Lindner; two sons, Dou-
glas and Timothy, and two grandchil-
dren, Alyssa and Timothy.

His grandson Jason predeceased him.
Services will be held at 10 a.m. on

Saturday, May 2, at the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. Interment will follow at
Hillside Cemetery in Scotch Plains.
Visitation will take place tomorrow,
Friday, May 1, from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9
p.m. For additional information or to
express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

April 30, 2009

Plainfield Garden Club Plans
Flower Show at UCC May 16
CRANFORD – The Plainfield

Garden Club will host a flower show
on Saturday, May 16, at Union
County College’s Cranford campus,
located at 1033 Springfield Avenue.
It will take place from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. in the Victor M. Richel Student
Commons. This event is open to the
public at no charge.

The show is entitled “The Written
Word,” as all flower arrangements,
horticulture exhibits, photographs
and conservation presentations will
reflect this theme.

The Plainfield Garden Club is one
of 12 garden clubs in New Jersey that
are members of The Garden Club of
America. Individuals from these clubs
will exhibit entries in categories that
include flower arrangements that
evoke nursery rhymes, plants appro-
priate to “The Jungle Book” by
Rudyard Kipling and photography
exhibits capturing the essence of “A
Room With a View,” the novel by
E.M. Forster. A conservation display
inspired by “Where The Wild Things
Are,” the children’s book by Maurice
Sendak, will illustrate how one can
turn a suburban backyard into an in-
viting wildlife habitat.

There will be more than 75 entries
in all four categories. Qualified Gar-
den Club of America judges will
judge each entry. First, second and
third prizes and honorable mentions
will be awarded in 32 classes of
exhibits.

Additionally, exhibits are eligible
for 12 coveted Garden Club of
America awards, which are based on
innovation, interpretation of theme,
skill and beauty of the exhibit.

The purpose of the Plainfield Gar-
den Club is to promote the knowl-
edge and appreciation of horticulture
and the conservation of natural re-
sources; to stimulate an interest in
public plantings in the Plainfield area
and to help maintain them; to keep its
members and the public informed on
governmental matters that concern
natural resources; to sponsor and par-
ticipate in public shows and displays,

which encourage the appreciation of
good horticultural practices and pro-
cedures, and to support the purpose
of The Garden Club of America.

Headquartered in New York, The
Garden Club of America has been a
voice on the American horticultural
scene since 1913. To learn more about
the Plainfield Garden Club and “The
Written Word,” visit
plainfieldgardenclub.org. For more
information about The Garden Club
of America, visit gcamerica.org.

Marion Conroy, 84
Marion Conroy, 84, died on Sun-

day, April 5, at Brighton Gardens in
Lakewood, Colo.

Born in Cranford, N.J. on May
14, 1924, she married William R.
Conroy in 1950. He predeceased
her in 1995. The couple had lived in
Westfield for many years.

A graduate of Seton Hall Univer-
sity, Mrs. Conroy had worked for
Bell Labs, several law firms and
Aetna Insurance.

She was a member of the Westfield
Tennis Club, the Westfield Commu-
nity Players and the College Women’s
Club of Westfield. Mrs. Conroy and
her husband attended the Holy Trin-
ity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.

They are survived by their chil-
dren, Richard, Frederick, Thomas and
Gerard.

A memorial service was held on
Saturday, April 18, at Christ on the
Mountain Church in Lakewood.

Memorial donations may be made
to the National Parkinson Founda-
tion, Inc., Office of Development,
1501 N.W. Ninth Avenue, Bob Hope
Road, Miami, Fla. 33136-1494.
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Dinner-Dance to Aid St. Jude Hospital
AREA – The 14th Annual Coun-

try Western Dinner Dance to ben-
efit St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital will take place this Satur-
day, May 2, from 7 to 11 p.m. at
Gran Centurions, located at 440
Madison Hill Road in Clark.

The requested $45 donation in-
cludes a sit-down prime rib dinner,
beer, wine and soda. Miss Babs and
The Kickin’ Boogie Band and disc
jockeys Jim and Wanda York will
provide entertainment during the
event. The festivities also will in-
clude 50/50 raffles and door prizes.

Founded by the late entertainer

Danny Thomas and based in Mem-
phis, Tenn., St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital is dedicated to find-
ing cures for and saving the lives of
children with cancer and other seri-
ous illnesses.

The hospital freely shares its dis-
coveries with scientific and medi-
cal communities throughout the
world. St. Jude treats children re-
gardless of a family’s ability to pay.

For ticket information regarding
the dinner-dance, call Ray Fleming
at (732) 382-7167. Further infor-
mation about St. Jude Hospital may
be found at stjude.org.

Rosary Altar Society
Posts May 4 Events

SCOTCH PLAINS – St.
Bartholomew’s Rosary Altar Society
will hold its next meeting on Mon-
day, May 4, after the 7:30 p.m. Mass
and Novena at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church. The
church is located at 2032 Westfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The Society will have its May
crowning of the Blessed Mother dur-
ing the Mass. Installation of officers
and the Society’s annual birthday
party will follow the Mass. All women
of the parish are welcome and re-
freshments will be served.

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    
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318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 
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SP-F C.H.I.L.D. Transition
Programs Need Volunteers

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –
The Fourth Grade Transition to Middle
School Program and the Eighth Grade
Transition to High School for Success,
both offered by the C.H.I.L.D. Organi-
zation of Scotch Plains-Fanwood, needs
volunteers to help.

The Transition to Middle School Pro-
gram is free and open to all fourth grade
students who will be moving up to fifth
grade at Scotch Plains middle schools
this fall.

The purpose of this program is to
alleviate children’s fears, replacing
worry with confidence. Specially
trained social workers and counselors
assist in implementing the program and
working with students

The Transition to High School for
Success is free and open to all eighth
graders moving up to the ninth grade at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
this fall. As children change their focus
to college preparations, career goals,
community involvement and post-
graduation options, counselors help pre-

pare students for their transition from
the middle school environment to the
high school environment.

This program will help teach and
strengthen appropriate life skills nec-
essary to create a proper balance be-
tween academic, social and personal
schedules.

In order to ensure a successful pro-
gram for the students, the programs
need after-school volunteers for roughly
60 minutes one day per week for two
weeks at each Scotch Plains-Fanwood
schools.

Volunteers would help with atten-
dance, sign in/out and assist the instruc-
tor as needed. Senior citizens, retirees
and available parents will find this a
very rewarding experience, and no pre-
vious experience is necessary.

High school senior or junior volun-
teers who are also looking to help would
receive letters of acknowledgement for
community service for their college
application portfolios or employers.

There will be a volunteer meeting for
all volunteers about these programs in
the future. To learn more, contact Susan
Ibarra at (908) 322-4020, and go to
childorgspf.org.

Governor Livingston
Holds Clothing Drive
BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The

Governor Livingston High School
PTO is, once again, holding its semi-
annual clothing drive at the high
school on May 9 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The public can help support the GL
PTO by bringing usable, wearable
clothing, including shoes, belts, hand-
bags, hats, tablecloths, bedspreads,
sheets, towels and stuffed animals.

Pillows and blankets will not be
accepted. All donations must be in
plastic bags.

MUSICAL SUNDAY...Middle and
Upper School students at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison
held their annual music recital on Sun-
day afternoon, April 5, for parents and
faculty/staff. Pictured above, Katie
Buchbinder and Billy Buchbinder of
Scotch Plains pose with their instru-
mental music teacher, Jane Brown,
center. Katie, an eighth grade flutist,
performed J. Anderson’s “Scherzino,
Op.55, No.6,” and Billy, a freshman
pianist, played George Gershwin’s
“Prelude II (Blue Lullaby)”. Katie and
Billy are the son and daughter of Dr.
Howard Buchbinder and Dr. Mary
Flanagan.

MUSIC IN OUR SCHOOLS…McKinley School’s music teacher Suzanne Moore
celebrated “Music In Our Schools Month” by inviting not only the students but
also their family members as well to join in the fun and participate in a music class.
More than 250 moms, dads, grandparents, aunts, uncles and siblings joined
grades 1 through 5 in the music experience.

SP Resident Elected to
Collegiate Political Post

SCOTCH PLAINS – Sean Gaynor
of Scotch Plains, a student at the
Catholic University of America
(CUA) in Washington, D.C., was re-
cently elected to the position of Fi-
nance Chair in the Catholic Univer-
sity Chapter of the College Republi-
cans.

A rising junior at CUA Sean has
been involved in the College Repub-
lican Chapter since coming to CUA
in the fall of his freshman year.

Newly elected Chairman Alexandra
Smith said, “Sean has an energy and
desire to work with others to help
expand and grow our Republican or-
ganization in ways that make him a
great asset, for not just financial work,
but the overall success of every project
this organization puts forward.”

Italy Program Accepts
Wardlaw’s Peter Minnium

Peter Minnium

SCOTCH PLAINS – Peter Minnium
of Scotch Plains, a sophomore at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison,
has been accepted
into School Year
Abroad’s (SYA)
Italy program, a
high school study-
abroad program
sponsored by
Andover, Exeter
and St. Paul’s
schools.

Peter said he
would leave the
United States in
mid-August to at-
tend SYA’s school
in Viterbo, Italy for
his junior year,
where he will live
with an Italian fam-
ily and study the
Italian language, Latin, ancient history
and ancient art history, as well as En-
glish and mathematics. He will return
to Wardlaw-Hartridge for his senior
year and graduate with his classmates.

He said he learned about the SYA

program from his mother, Ann
Minnium, an SYA alum and treasurer
of the Wardlaw-Hartridge Parents’ As-

sociation.
Hoping to be-

come fluent in Ital-
ian, Peter said, “I
want to learn to feel
at home in other
countries rather
than have that awk-
ward feeling of be-
ing a foreigner. I
believe that my ex-
perience abroad
will help enrich my
studies at Wardlaw-
Hartridge just as
Wardlaw’s global
perspective has
helped prepare me
for this challenge.”

Peter is the son
of Peter and Ann Minnium of Scotch
Plains. His brother, George, is a seventh
grader at Wardlaw-Hartridge. His sis-
ter, Judy, is a first-grader at the co-
educational, college-preparatory
school.

TREE’S A CROWD…Tatiana Melendez, Katie Acito, Caroline Ringel, Caroline
Yessman, Hannah Glock, Tyler Hubbert, Grace Makowski and Arianna Correa
of the Park Middle School Environmental Club demonstrate the proper way to
mulch trees by spreading the mulch in a donut shape around the tree. They know
that piling mulch up against the trunk can cause decay and eventually kill the tree.
The club members recently participated in a tree-mulching workshop at Carriage
House Park sponsored by the Fanwood Shade Tree Commission.

WHS Student Awarded
First Place in Comp. Contest
WESTFIELD – Michael Rosin, a

junior at Westfield High School
(WHS), was awarded first place in
the Harmonium Choral Composition
Contest, open to all high school stu-
dents in New Jer-
sey.

His first-prize
award includes a
check for $1,000,
and his choral
work will be per-
formed twice by
the Harmonium
Choir in concerts
open to the public.
The organization
will also make a
CD of his work and
interview him for
a magazine article
to be mailed to
more than 1,000
patrons.

Michael’s origi-
nal choral work is
entitled Sapientia
Pacis (Wisdom of
Peace). The text is in Latin from the
Third Book of Wisdom (The Wisdom
of Solomon). He has also written
other choral works, pieces for or-
chestra, two of which were performed
at Westfield High School.

In addition, he has composed works
for string orchestra, solo piano and
other pieces for chamber ensemble.
His String Suite will be performed at
Westminister Choir College in
Princeton in May.

When asked which composers have
inspired him, he said, “My favorite
composer is and always will be Bach,
but I love everything from Beethoven
to Stravinsky.

“I’ve been in-
spired by many
classical compos-
ers and modern
composers such as
M o r t e n
Lauridsen,” he
continued. “I also
love the film mu-
sic of John Will-
iams, Danny
Elfman, Alan
Silvestri and many
others from the
past and present.”

Michael takes
the advanced
theory class at
Westfield High
School, taught by
Raymond Wojcik,
whose music he
greatly admires.

He also studies private piano and
composition with Stefan Young of
Westfield, flute with Jenny Cline also
of Westfield, and he teaches piano.

Michael sings in Chorale and
Choraleers at Westfield High School,
plays in the WHS Wind Ensemble
and sings in the adult choir of the
Westfield Presbyterian Church. In
addition, he plays principle flute in
the Young People’s Philharmonic, an
orchestra based in Somerset.

Michael is currently visiting col-
leges and plans to major in Music
Composition. He is deeply passion-
ate about music: “Music is my life,”
he said.

Michael Rosin

SP Students Named to
Wardlaw Honor Roll
SCOTCH PLAINS – Rhona

Eserner, upper school head at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison,
has announced that the following stu-
dents from Scotch Plains have been
named to the honor roll and honor roll
with distinction for the third quarter
of the 2008-2009 academic term:

Peter Minnium made the honor roll
with distinction.

Liban Ahmed, Catherine
Badalamenti, Billy Buchbinder and
Brian Downing made the honor roll.

To be placed on the honor roll,
students must earn a grade point aver-
age of 87 or higher, with no indi-
vidual grade below a C. To earn honor
roll with distinction status, students
must earn a grade point average of 93
or higher, with no individual grade
below a B.

WHEN IN JAPAN…Simon Lack of
Westfield, a member of the Board of
Trustees at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School, and the father of Alexandra
Lack (second grade) and 2008 graduate
Daniel Lack, visited second graders on
Thursday, April 16, to share his experi-
ences in Japan, specifically the country’s
most cherished traditions, organized
way of living, language and more. He is
pictured above answering a question
from Anjali Blow of South Plainfield
about transportation in Japan.

Organization to Raise
Funds for Quake Victims

AREA – Central Italy was shocked
by a powerful earthquake that has
now killed more than 150 people.
Let’s Play in Italian, which holds
classes in Westfield and Scotch Plains,
has teamed with the National Italian
American Foundation (NIAF) to help
make a difference and raise money
for those families in need.

A special Italian coloring book is
being sold for $6 each, and all pro-
ceeds will go to those families in an
effort to rebuild their lives.

The National Italian American
Foundation (NIAF) has established a
special Abruzzo/NIAF Relief Fund
to help the victims and their families
who perished from the recent earth-
quake in the town of L’Aquila and
other small towns in central Italy in
the region of Abruzzo.

Check donations can be made pay-
able to the NIAF/Abruzzo Relief
Fund. All donations are being col-
lected at: The Language Enrichment
Center, located at 551 Park Avenue,
Suite 6, in Scotch Plains. For more
information, call (732) 558-4781.

SPRING OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, MAY 3 2:00 - 4:00PM

Visit Saint Peter's Prep during our Spring Open House and find out why young men from
106 communities in New Jersey and New York  have chosen a Jesuit education and call Prep 
"a second home."

SAINT PETER’S PREP
EDUCATING MEN OF COMPETENCE, CONSCIENCE AND COMPASSION SINCE 1872

144 GRAND STREET, JERSEY CITY, NJ 07302
201.547.6400 WWW.SPPREP.ORG

What can Saint Peter's Prep
offer you that

no other high school
in New Jersey can?

A Jesuit Education.

WF Student At Juniata
Receives Scholarship
WESTFIELD – Westfield’s

Alexander Schoch, a junior at Juniata
College, studying mathematics and
information technology, is currently
studying abroad at the City University
in Athens, Greece, after receiving the
Benjamin A. Gilman International
Scholarship.

Mr. Schoch, the son of Wendy
McCurdy and Tim Schoch of
Westfield, received the Gilman Schol-
arship in the fall semester 2008 and
spent the spring semester studying
abroad, taking a Greek language
course, a marketing class and a photo-
journalism course.

The Gilman Scholarships, named
for Benjamin Gilman, a Republican
U.S. Representative from New York,
offer grants for undergraduate students
of limited financial means to study
abroad.

Mr. Schoch is a member of the Ulti-
mate Frisbee Club. He also works part-
time in Juniata’s Enrollment Center.

Holy Trinity Hosts
Spring Clothing Drive
WESTFIELD – Holy Trinity

Interparochial School, located at 336
First Street, will hold a clothing drive
on Saturday, May 9, from 8:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. Donations will be collected
at the back entrance on Watterson Street
(nearest the playground).

Items accepted include clean cloth-
ing, blankets, linens, towels, shoes,
boots, hats, belts, handbags and gently
loved stuffed animals and toys in good
condition.

Those who wish to donate should
place items in tied plastic bags. No
hangers, appliances, books or furniture
can be accepted. Volunteers will be
available to assist in getting bags out of
the car. For additional information, con-
tact Cathy at (908) 756-3214.

GW’s Lincoln School
Releases Honor Roll

GARWOOD – Lincoln School of
Garwood released its honor roll and
honor society for the third marking
period. Students achieve Honor Soci-
ety status by earning all “A”s in aca-
demic subjects and “S” or “O” in
special subjects. The Honor Roll is
achieved by earning “A”s or “B”s in
academic subjects and an “S” or “O”
in special subjects.

Honor Society:
Grade 5

Michael Banek, Joseph Brecht, Kimberly
Knowles, Gabriella Sluka, Michael Woitkowski

Grade 6
Meagan Beriont, Alyssa Beyer, Dayna

Gallucci, Katerina Hermanova, Amanda Meyers

Grade 7
Sara Law, Lindsey O’Donnell

Grade 8
Sarah Beriont, Ryan Brinkerhoff, Kristina

Cibikova, Salvatore Florio, Joseph Mondi, Kyle
Pender, Jordan Smith, Christian Zeron

Honor Roll:
Grade 5

Cailey Adamson, Sean Baron, Luis Bergin,
Jacqueline DeFilippo, Matthew Englese,
Shaughn Kennedy, Michael Manfre, Joseph
Massett, Kayla McMillan, Emma Neuberger,
Luke Pak, Andrew Resetar, Amanda Rojas,
Jarett Sims, Colleen Staba, Jenna Staines,
Angelo Villaraut, Victoria Wagner

Grade 6
Monica Archer, Mark Barranger, Michael

Basso, Amanda Brown, Jake Burkert, Daniel
Courtney, Sara Diwane, Brian Maher, Salma
Mahmoud, Joseph Matlosz, Vaness Rosky,
Zachary Simanski, Scott Tombs, Salvatore
Trapani, Caitlin Twaddle

Grade 7
Samuel Abbaticola, Devin Araujo, Jake

Boan, Sara Brinkerhoff, Kelsey Durkin, Rachel
Galatioto, Karina Hernandez, Sarah Kramer,
Orest Kulchytsky, Christine Lodato, Diana
Marianovsky, Nicole Resetar, Jessica Weisser

Grade 8
Marlee Araujo, Ryan Baron, Samantha

Brown, Brendan Bucciarelli, Vianca Colon,
Marcella DePaola, Anna DiGiacomo, Veronica
Matatov, Joseph McMahon, Tianna Miles, Ca-
mellia Mooney, Alice Narang, Ryan Tombs,
Emily Torres

Franklin Holds Its
Mother’s Day Sale

WESTFIELD – The annual
Franklin School Mother’s Day Plant
sale will be held on Thursday, May 7,
(rain date is Friday, May 8) from 8:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on the Newton Place
side of the school.

A large assortment of flowers and
herbs will be available in flats, plant-
ers and hanging baskets. The Terrill
Road Country Market will restock
plants throughout the day.

Those who are unable to make the
sale or who would like to get an early
start can still support Franklin School.
Terrill Road Country Market has
agreed to donate 10 percent of its in-
store proceeds for the month of May
to Franklin School.

Terrill Road Country Market is lo-
cated at 190 Terrill Road in Plainfield.

SP Residents Shine
On Spanish Exam

SCOTCH PLAINS – Ana Sofia
Tamayo, Middle School Spanish
teacher at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison, announced that five
of her eighth grade students received
top scores after taking the National

Spanish Examination (Level I) on
April 1 and April 3.

Megha Reddy of Scotch Plains re-
ceived a perfect score of 400 cumula-
tive points out of 400 possible points
(100 percent). Megha will receive a
gold medal for this outstanding ac-
complishment.

Among those to whom silver med-
als will be distributed is Katie
Buchbinder of Scotch Plains.

Students will be awarded special
certificates for their achievements
next month.

EXCELLING EN ESPANOL…Scotch
Plains’ Megha Reddy, third from left,
received a perfect score on the National
Spanish Exam. Fellow Scotch Plains
resident Katie Buchbinder, second from
left, earned a silver medal for her score.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-(09001549)
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-15560-07
Plaintiff: SOVEREIGN BANK
VS.
Defendant: JAMES H. HEFFERNAN, III; MRS.

JAMES H. HEFFERNAN, III, WIFE OF JAMES
H. HEFFERNAN, III MICHELLE A.
HERRERNAN; FORD MOTOR CREDIT COM-
PANY, A DE CORPORATION D/B/A JAGUAR
CREDIT; JAGUAR CREDIT N/K/A FORD MO-
TOR CREDIT COMPANY

Sale Date: 05/13/2009
Writ of Execution: 02/19/09
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred Fifty
Thousand Three Hundred Forty Seven and 95/
100*** $150,347.95.

The property to be sold is located in the Town
of Westfield in the County of Union, State of New
Jersey.

Commonly known as: 115 Wells Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Tax Lot No.: 43 in Block 3502
Dimentions of Lot: (Approximately) 158 feet x

70 feet
Nearest Cross Street: East Broad Street
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Tax and prior lien info: At the time of publica-

tion taxes/sewer/water information was not avail-
able - You must check with the tax collector for
exact amounts due.

Total Upset:  ***One Hundred Sixty Nine Thou-
sand Three Hundred Forty Five and 60/100***
$169,345.60 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
File no.: XCZ-87999
4 T - 4/16, 4/23, 4/30
& 5/7/09 Fee: $185.64

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-(09001553)
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-20537-08
Plaintiff: NAD ACQUISITION 3. LLC
VS.
Defendant: MARIE D. SAJOUS; MORTGAGE

ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS,
INC. AS NOMINEE FOR FIRST NATIONAL
BANK OF ARIZONA ITS SUCCESSORS AND
ASSIGNS

Sale Date: 05/13/2009
Writ of Execution: 03/10/09
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Forty One Thousand Sixty One and 57/100***
$541,061.57.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Westfield in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 411 BOULE-
VARD, WESTFIELDm NEW JERSEY 07090

BEING KNOWN as LOT 17, BLOCK 3005, on
the official Tax Map if the Twp of Westfield
Dimentions: 39.25 feet x 144.25 feet x 33.92 feet
x 142.62 feet

Nearest Cross Street: South Avenue
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit pais. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagor’s attorney.

Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Twenty One
Thousand Three Hundred Seven and 49/100***
$621,307.49 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & SCHMIEG, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 4/16, 4/23, 4/30
& 5/7/09 Fee: $199.92

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-(09001623)
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-5897-08
Plaintiff: AURORA LOAN SERVICES, LLC
VS.
Defendant: FERNANDO A. RAMOS
Sale Date: 05/13/2009
Writ of Execution: 03/10/09
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Sisty Eight Thousand Two Hundred Sisty One
and 54/100*** $268,261.54.

The property to be sold is located in the Town
of Westfield in the County of Union, State of New
Jersey.

Commonly known as: 226 Windsor Avenue,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Tax Lot No.: 60 in Block 4001
Dimentions of Lot: (Approximately) 33 feet x

120 feet
Nearest Cross Street: Central Avenue
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Tax and prior lien info: At the time of publica-

tion taxes/sewer/water information was not avail-
able - You must check with the tax collector for
exact amounts due.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Eight Thou-
sand Two Hundred Seven and 06/100***
$308,207.06 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
File no.: XCZ-95894
4 T - 4/16, 4/23, 4/30
& 5/7/09 Fee: $171.36
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THOMPSON, SNYDER, STAHL, BERNSTEIN, CHU, CHU WIN UCT CROWNS

Reich’s Three-Set Win Earns Blue Devils
Second Straight UCT Boys Tennis Sweep

GRANSTRAND SCORES ON ISABELLA’S WINNING RBI

Jenkins 0 Hits, 0 Walks Union
In 1-0 Westfield Shutout Win

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Perfection was just a fly ball grab
away for senior Chris Jenkins, who
tossed a no-hit, no-walk shutout and
struck out 10 en route to a 1-0
Westfield High School victory over
the visiting Union Farmer baseball
team on April 24.

Jenkins retired the first 15 batters
he faced and maintained superb con-
trol throughout, using his blazing
fastball and a very effective slider
that baffled several Farmer batters.

“When it’s warm out here like this,
everything feels better. I felt that I
was zoned in, focused the entire game.
My teammates were keeping me in it.

(Catcher) AJ (Murray) was keeping
me in it,” Jenkins said. “For some
reason, my slider has gotten better
and better as the game goes on. I try
to throw it two different ways. I try to
throw a big breaker, especially like 0-
2 (count) strikeout situations and I
also have a get-ahead slider, which is
a little bit higher. When you have
your pitches working for you like
that, it’s fun.”

“He threw 71 pitches today. For a
power pitcher, that’s absolutely phe-
nomenal. To give Union credit, they
went up swinging. They didn’t take a
lot of pitches. He was in the strike
zone the whole day. I don’t know if he
went to three balls to any batter. That’s

probably the best control I’ve ever
seen out of him in one particular
game. He had a lot left. He could
smell it. He picked it up a little bit
more at the end. He’s fun to have on
the mound,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Bob Brewster said.

When Ryan Pascullo, who was also
the Farmers’ pitcher, led off the sixth
inning with a fly ball to leftfield that
was dropped, visions of a perfect
game were extinguished. Ironically,
when the next batter stepped to the
plate, Pascullo became the victim of

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil junior first singles player
Adam Reich made it quite interesting
for the Westfield High School boys
tennis team’s quest for its second
straight sweep of the Union County
Tournament (UCT) championships
at Donald Van Blake Courts in
Plainfield on April 24.

In the end, after dropping the first
set of the championship match, 6-4,
to Jonathan Dayton’s Dan Carlin, and
with all of his teammates already in
with victories, Reich turned on the
burners to win the next two sets, 6-4
and 6-1, respectively, to earn the Blue
Devils their sweep with a clean 100
points. Dayton (D) placed second with
68 points and New Providence (NP)
took third with 52 points.

“I tried to dictate the play early but
Dan was tough, countered well and
took the first set. I knew that I had to
come out strong in the second set and

play more aggressively if I wanted to
push the match to the third. Coach
(George) Kapner and I developed
strategies as the match progressed.
For the most part I tried to keep the
ball deep and finish off points at the
net,” said Reich, who added, “I felt
less pressure to win for a Westfield
sweep than I did to represent my team
well. I just went out and played re-
lentlessly.”

Reich began his journey with re-
spective victories over Rahway’s (R)
Alex Nolan and Raider Dan Nizri to
reach the first singles semifinals where
he faced Plainfield’s (P) Emanuel
Jallim, who also gave him a wakeup
call by winning the first set 6-4. How-
ever, Reich regained his composure
and breezed through the next two
sets, 6-1, 6-1.

Blue Devil senior Dean Thomp-
son, winner of three UCT titles,
blanked Doug Nolan (R) and quelled
Johnson’s (J) Eric Ginocchio, 6-0, 6-
3, to reach the second singles semis
where he outmaneuvered Ray Le
(NP), 6-2, 6-0.

“I played well, pretty consistent.
His forehand was his strongest point.
He had a lot of winners off that side.
His backhand, he sliced a lot, so I was
able to come in and attack his back-
hand throughout the entire match.”

Looking ahead to the opportunity
to win his fourth UCT title, Thomp-
son said, “I’m excited. I have been
playing well all season, so it would be
awesome to win four-in-a-row. That
would be an achievement for me.”

As to the pressure of his team to
repeat a sweep, he said, “We take it
one match at a time but there is a lot
of pressure when we are all seeded
number 1. Hopefully, we all will come
through.”

In his championship match against
Mike Yang of Governor Livingston
(GL), Thompson made it look easy
with a pair of 6-1 set victories.

“He had a tough road to the finals.
He is a tough player. I just played a
little bit better today,” Thompson said.
“Four (titles) is quite an accomplish-

ment. Every year is a struggle but it’s
a great team environment. All the
guys are really close, so (when) you
do it together it’s awesome.”

Junior Justin Snyder recorded re-
spective shutout wins over Sahil Parek
of Roselle (Ro) and Alek Heucke of
Cranford (C) to reach the third singles
semis where he subdued Charlie
Sangree of Summit (S), 6-0, 6-1. In a
previous match with Dayton on April
17, he was not happy with his serve
but after his victory over Sangree, he

POOL MEMBERSHIP 
 

Shackamaxon Golf & Country Club is pleased to  
Announce a limited number of Pool memberships 

are available for the 2009 season 
 

 
 

Please contact Jerome Louie, General Manager 

908-233-1300 x220 

JeromeL@ShackamaxonCC.com 
 

Membership         Bar / Bat Mitzvahs          Weddings          Golf Outings 
 

1607 Shackamaxon Drive, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

www.ShackamaxonCC.com 

BINKIEWICZ SCATTERS 4 HITS; BONADIES HOMERS

SPF Raiders Erupt to Topple
Union Baseball Farmers, 8-2

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior right-hander Gary
Binkiewicz tossed a four-hitter, re-
corded eight strikeouts and yielded
only one walk to lead the 6-1 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School base-
ball team to an 8-2 victory over a
good-hitting 4-3 Farmer team in
Union on April 23.

Binkiewicz (3-0) allowed only two
hits in the first six innings. The other
two hits were given up in the bottom
of the seventh when Pete McTernan
singled and John Motacki homered.
Union starting pitcher Tom Becht, in
five innings, yielded five runs, seven
hits, six walks and two hit batters,
while striking out six. Reliever
Michael Wolff ceded three runs on
four hits, walked four and struck out
one.

John Maxwell (2-for-3, 3-run triple)
and Nick Bonadies, with a solo home
run and RBI single, provided the of-
fensive clout. Joe D’Annunzio legged
out an infield single and swiped two
bags. Mike Ridge clubbed a double
and Marcus Rivera whacked an RBI
single. Kevin Maroney, Ricky Shevlin
and Louis Mazzella each contributed
a single.

“Binkiewicz! What else can you
say? He’s one of the best pitchers in

the county and when he is on the
mound, we feel very comfortable
throwing all his pitches for strikes.
Defensively, we played very well, very
clean and made all of the plays behind
Gary. We let our strength go, which is
our bat. We beat a very good pitcher
and we were ready for it,” said Raider
Head Coach Tom Baylock.

Defensively, the Raiders turned a
double play – third baseman
(Bonadies) to shortstop (Ridge) to

first (Maroney). Ridge also gunned
down two runners heading to first,
Rivera fired to first to catch a Farmer
in a rundown and Maroney also nailed
a Farmer heading to third.

“When Gary is on the mound, we
get a lot of ground balls rolling. He’s
a great pitcher, who gives us a chance
to shine out there. The defense is real
confident and he knows you have to
make a lot of plays for him out there,”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Union County Boys Tennis
Westfield/Union Baseball

SPF/Union Baseball
Westfield/West Essex Lacrosse

Westfield/GL Girls Lax

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FOUR-TIME UNION COUNTY CHAMP…Blue Devil Dean Thompson defeated Mike Yang of Governor Livingston, 6-
1, 6-1, at second singles to grab his fourth UCT crown. He won two doubles titles and two singles titles.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCORING THE WINNING RUN…Blue Devil Rob Granstrand scores on Matt
Isabella’s single in the third inning. Westfield defeated Union, 1-0.

FC Premier Announces 2009-10 Tryout Schedule

FC Premier, one of the top premier soccer programs, provides premier players a unique

opportunity to train, play and develop in one of the top soccer environments in New Jersey.

Full support from one of the largest soccer club’s in NJ
Three training sessions per week with full time professional coach’s 
Located in Westfield with easy access to GSP and Rt. 22

U14 Girls - born on or between 8/1/95 & 7/31/96
5/9/09 9:00-11:00 Sid Fey Field
5/12/09 4:00-6:00 Sycamore Field

U12 Boys - born on or between 8/1/97 & 7/31/98
5/2/09 6:30-8:30 Sid Fey Field
5/5/09 4:00-6:00 Sycamore Field

U13 Boys - born on or between 8/1/96 & 7/31/97
5/12/09 7:30-9:30 Sid Fey Field
5/16/09 7:30-9:30 Sid Fey Field

U13 Girls - born on or between 8/1/96 & 7/31/97
5/2/09 4:00-6:00 Sid Fey Field
5/7/09 6:30-8:30 Houlihan

U14 Boys - born on or between 8/1/95 & 7/31/96
5/2/09 6:00-7:30 Soccer Centers
5/19/09 5:00-6:30 Sid Fey Field

• Players are encouraged to attend both tryout dates for their age group
• Attendance to at least one tryout is required

• No part of any travel uniform may be worn to a tryout

including Soccer Centers in Somerset and will have up to date information.

Registration, directions and notifications can be seen on

WWW.WESTFIELDNJSOCCER.COM

        Blue Devil
Fast Pitch Softball Camp

For girls entering grades 2-9

June 23rd – June 26th, 2009

Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Where:  Westfield High School

Camp Director:  Maggie McFadden
For More Information call:  732-873-5399
Email: mmcfadden@westfieldnjk12.org

Blue Devil
Field Hockey Camp

For girls entering grades 3-9

June 29th – July 2nd, 2009

Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Where:  Kehler Stadium

Camp Directors:  Maggie McFadden & Nancy Babbitt
For More Information call:  908-464-2686

Email:  nbabbitt@westfieldnjk12.org
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

During the 1925 WHS baseball sea-
son, The Westfield Leader called 1b Ed
Smaidginnis, 2b Vern (Beans) Sortor,
3b Tony Bliss and ss Bill Jackson the
“million dollar infield.” Wow, that’s high
praise, considering what a million dol-
lars could’ve bought you back in ’25.

It’s also interesting because the
shortstop, Bill Jackson, was from
Scotch Plains.

Since Scotch Plains High School
(now the Park Intermediate School
building) did not open until 1926, the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood youth of
that period went to high school in
either Westfield or Plainfield, depend-
ing on where they lived. Jackson,
pitcher Jess Harvey and a slugging
outfielder named Hunter were all
“Scotch Plainsmen” in The Leader.

(Harvey still shares the WHS record
for runs in a game with five, and Hunter
– first name unknown, can anybody in
Scotch Plains help? – was the first
WHS player to hit two home runs in a
game, against Bayonne in 1924.)

After SPHS opened, it only had an
occasional game here and there with
WHS before 1960-61, when WHS
joined SP-F in the Watchung Confer-
ence. They soon became archrivals
and their games in almost every sport
became seasonal highlights. Still to-
day, almost 50 years later, there are
few, maybe no, rivalries as intense as
WHS vs. SP-F.

With too much time on my hands
one day, I got to thinking about school
sizes, and how much smaller both
WHS (1,317) and SP-F (1,096) are
than many of the schools they play.
Elizabeth (3,209), Old Bridge (2,294),
East Brunswick (2,217), Hunterdon
Central (2,147), Bridgewater-Raritan
(1,989), Union (1,914), Hillsborough
(1,715), Bayonne (1,625), J.P. Stevens
(1,598), Piscataway (1,564) are all
significantly bigger. Then I wondered:
What if WHS and SP-F were one
school, with only a slightly larger
enrollment (2,413), by a similar mar-
gin, than those schools that they are
currently smaller than?

As the names and possible lineups
swirled through my mind, three ques-

Imagine WHS, SP-F
As One (Powerful) Team

Devil of the Week
Chris Jenkins

Baseball

tions popped up: 1) Would they ever
lose a game? 2) Would they win every
state championship in every sport? 3)
What the he** would the school be
called?

The mind boggles at the possibili-
ties (and since my mind is ancient,
most of the possibilities are for our
slightly elderly readers) …

Think back to the ’62 football game,
Gary Kehler’s second year as WHS
coach. Instead of playing to a 6-6 tie
(WHS went 7-1-1, SP-F 8-0-1), imag-
ine WHSers Marty Howarth, Dave
Morash, Bud Mueller, Kip Kindregan,
Earl Vigne and Buzz Hedden joined
by SP-Fers Tommy Rutishauser, Hay-
ward Gipson, Henry Reeder,
Marcellus Reed, Art Swarz, Mickey
Donovan and John Runnels.

The ’63 WHS backfield of Rudy
Brown, Jim O’Neil and Jay Isbrecht
combined with the SP-F combo of
Joey Kolesar and Percy Crisp? And
two really good QBs: Dwight Davies
and Jack Gerlovich.

As good as the ’64 WHS baseball
team was, what if you added cf Mike
Jackson or ss Terry Morton from SP-F?

The ’65 WHS basketball team was
good, but add Rick Felmeister, Ed

Kolakoski and big man Dave Shunk and
they’d have been close to untouchable.

OK, the ’67 WHS wrestling team
was unbeaten, but how much stronger
if you added SP-F’s Ralph
McGaeghin, Rudy Lanza and Rick
Todaro?

SP-F baseballers used to play on
the Westfield Post 3 team, including
guys like lefty Bob Krivacs, outfielder
Joe Scarpati in the late ’50s, and key
players Jeff Frey, Lee Fusselman and
Gerry Reilly on the ’70 team that lost
in the state final.

Imagine Bob Calhoun, Kenny
Washington and Walt Roberson join-
ing Glen Kehler and Jimmy Reid in
the same ’73 backfield? (Knowing
coach Kehler, Roberson would’ve
been an all-state middle guard!)

With Joe Mineo and Mark
DeStefanis added to the WHS wres-
tling lineup in ’76 with Jerry Gottlick,
Chuck Cosenza, Joe Birmingham and
Bill Hunziker, how sick would that
Murderers’ Row have been?

How about the ’77 baseball season,
adding Joe Della Badia, K.C.
Knobloch and Jim Piantkowski to an
SP-F lineup that featured pitchers
Eddie Reilly and Ed Ganczewski,
along with catcher Henry Janssen?

The 1999 SP-F swim team ended
WHS’s string of 42 straight county
championships, but lost in the state Pub-
lic A final to Shawnee. Think Seth
Burstein, Jay Pollack, Cliff Haldeman,
Matt Vidovich and Mike Smith might’ve
turned that meet into an easy win?

Just this current school year, put
Marcus Green at linebacker next to

T.J. Mruz, add Joey D’Annunzio on
soccer attack to the rugged WHS de-
fense and goalie Mike Lessner ... the
basketball team would have been 10
deep with solid players, and maybe
the ’09 WHS wrestling team would
have won sectionals if Tristan Bundy,
Mike Ridge, Mike Ferrara and Joe
Sebolao were added to coach Glen
Kurz’s already solid team?

And that’s just male sports; it’d be
the same thing in girls soccer, basket-
ball, swimming, etc.

Of course, while there are dozens,
maybe even hundreds, more examples,
this is never going to happen. But it
does show that, when it comes to
outstanding athletes, it’s a good thing
for the rest of the state that WHS and
SP-F are rivals and not one school.
Because Scotch-Westwood or
Fanfield-Plains High School would
be tough to beat.

BASEBALL UPDATE
It looks like it’ll be an interesting

spring. Following back-to-back no-
hitters against Shabazz and Union,
the Brew Crew laid an egg on Satur-
day against a pretty decent Linden
team, falling 6-4 after scoring four in
the bottom of the seventh.

The three no-hitters so far are the
most in a single season in the 100-plus
years of baseball at WHS. In fact, there
have only been 20 no-hitters thrown by
WHS, with two each in 1955 (both by
Bob List), 1991 (Jim Charlesworth
and John Rassa) and 2007 (five pitch-
ers vs. Shabazz and Evan Shapiro’s
perfect game vs. Summit).

(FYI, there have been seven no-
hitters thrown against WHS, with two
of the more famous ones being by
former NBA superstar Rick Barry of
Roselle Park in 1960 and current Bos-
ton College football coach Frank
Spaziani of A.L. Johnson in 1964.)

TENNIS UPDATE
A nice job by the tennis team last

week. Starting with a 4-1 win over
Delbarton, the team that ended their
61-match win streak in last year’s
ToC final, continuing with the fifth
straight Union County Tournament
title (and 29th overall), and finishing
up with a fourth straight victory at the
Westfield Invitational.

Seniors Dean Thompson (second
singles) and James Chu (second
doubles) each won his fourth UCT
title; Thompson with two singles and
two doubles, Chu with one singles
and three doubles. Junior Justin Snyder
(third singles) captured his third UCT
crown (one singles, two doubles).

This weekend the netsters will be
seeking their third straight title at the
stacked Newark Academy Invita-
tional. WHS beat Moorestown and
Cherry Hill East in the last two finals,
both by 3-2 scores.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
A reported crowd of over 13,350

showed up at Lafayette’s Fisher Field
Sunday afternoon to watch
Phillipsburg “beat” Easton 27-12 in
the first Gatorade Replay Game. De-
spite the heat – it was over 100 de-
grees on the turf field – the teams of
30-somethings earned $1,000 a man
to “replay” their 7-7 tie back in 1993.
The fans started arriving at 8:45 a.m.
for the 3 p.m. game.

Honorary coaches Eli (P’burg) and
Peyton (Easton) Manning were quite
impressed with the players, fans and
atmosphere. “What an unbelievable
crowd,” Peyton told the Easton Ex-
press Times. “You can tell how impor-
tant football is around here. These are
the kind of towns you want to play in.”

P’burg halfback Joe Luke put the
day in perspective when he said:

“It was great to have the Mannings
here, but we’d do this for free in the
back parking lot. The opportunity to
beat Easton is what it’s all about.”

GOLF UPDATE
Mike Fietkiewicz fired an 81 to

help the WHS golf team capture its
second straight Watchung Conference
championship last week. It was the
Devils’ 29th ‘Chung title overall, and
seventh this decade. Next up: the
county meet on May 7 at Echo Lake,
two days after taking on SP-F at
Shackamaxon.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Jason Anderson (WHS, ’06) is hav-

ing another big year as the designated
hitter at Franklin and Marshall. The
junior tri-captain is hitting .355 with a
team-best 35 RBI through Sunday for
the Dips (21-13-1). He hit .376 with a
team-high 33 RBI last year.

IN PASSING
A couple of recent e-mails brought

news of the passing of two of my
Class of ’63 mates, both with ties to
WHS sports. First it was Tom Ricker,
the father of bowlers Bruce and Dave
Ricker. Then it was Steve Booth, cap-
tain of the ’63 WHS tennis team that
went 16-2. Booth and Page Stephens
won the ’63 county doubles title.

WHS followers also lost Mrs. Alice
Morash, the mother of Dick, Dave,
Doug and Dan.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East, and now
open seven days a week) is Chris
Jenkins. The senior right-hander
tossed the 20th no-hitter in school
history, and his second this spring, in
a 1-0 win over Union. He walked none
and struck out 10.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

WESTFIELD MOMS GET
YOU IN TOP SHAPE WITH

BootCampWF
Next Session Starts Wednesday,

May 6th

BootCampWF is the premiere,
healthy-living outdoor fitness train-
ing program right here in Westfield!
Regardless of age, size, gender or
fitness level, if you’re in or around
Westfield and looking to get in shape,
drop those pounds, build that muscle,
and have fun while doing it, it’s time
to enlist in BootCampWF! The next
session starts May 6, 2009.

BootCampWF is a specially de-
signed fitness program held for one-
hour 3 days a week for 6 weeks.
Certified Personal Trainers, Chris-
tine Taglieri and Kathy Robb, de-
velop and lead all workouts, which
are held MW&F mornings at 5:30
and 9:30 am, and MW&Th eve-
nings at 6:30 pm, rain or shine, in
Tamaques Park by the basketball
courts.

BootCampWF starts off with an
assessment of all recruits. On the first
(and last!) day we see how many sit-
ups and push-ups you can do in 60
seconds, and how long it takes for
you to walk/run a half mile. These
measurements allow participants and
instructors to measure progress over
the course of the session.

To enlist in BootCampWF or for
more information, please visit our
web site at BootCampWF.com.

Paid Bulletin Board

“The only local camp

not held in a park”

JULY 6-10

JULY 27-31

2009 Raider Soccer Camp at

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

CAMP FEATURES:

Goal Keeper Training
Novice to Advanced

Ability Grouping

Indoor Facilities Available
Lunches & Drinks Available to Purchase

Safe & Secure Environment

HOURS:
Grades 1-4:  9:00am-12:00pm
Grades 5-11: 9:00am-3:00pm

(grade going into in September)

DIRECTORS:
Tom Breznitsky: Head Boys’ Soccer Coach

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

Eric Ruano: Argentine Soccer Academy

Ryan Breznitsky, Former Rutgers Men’s
Soccer Captain

TO CONTACT CAMP:

Please call: (908) 322-6102

Email: Raidercamp@comcast.net

www.spfraidersoccercamp.com

REGISTER EARLY!  ENROLLMENT IS LIMITED!

***ECONOMIC ROLLBACK PRICES ***

REFLECT FEES FROM 2006

FEES: Grades 1-4: $125/session; $230/both sessions
Grades 5-11: $175/session; $330/both sessions

Ridge said.
The Raiders ignited a three-run rally

in the top of the third inning.
D’Annunzio beat out the throw to
first and swiped second. Bonadies
and Maroney drew walks to load ‘em
up for Maxwell, who thumped a three-
run triple to deep center field.

“When I get up to the plate I look
for a specific spot, looking for a
fastball. When I saw it put right down
into my spot, got a good piece of the
barrel on it and carried it out pretty
well,” Maxwell said.

The Raiders plated two runs on
three hits in the fifth. Bonadies
crunched a fastball for a solo home
run over the center field fence,
Binkiewicz worked a walk, robbed
second and Maxwell sliced a single
to center. Rivera stepped up and
looped an RBI single into right.

The Raiders made it 6-0 in the
sixth. Mazzella and D’Annunzio
walked and Bonadies grounded to
right field to bring Mazzella to third.
Maroney then followed with an RBI
single. Two Raiders scuffed home in

the seventh when Shevlin crossed on
a bases loaded walk and Bonadies
tapped an RBI single.

Farmer Motacki whacked his two-
run homer over the right field fence in
the bottom of the seventh.

“I had to keep them guessing with
the change-up and the breaking ball.
My stuff was on today. Lately, I have
been good with my control. Every-
thing has been working for me, so
that’s definitely helping me with strik-
ing out batters,” Binkiewicz said.

“It was a total team effort today.
Offensively, we can hit, one through
nine and that’s one of the strengths
we have. Anyone of our guys can take
over a game and all of them have the
potential to hit the ball far, hit the ball
for average and the biggest thing is
our team speed. We had a couple of
big infield singles that kept things
alive, along with stealing bases and
running the bases well, and that causes
a lot of problems for other teams,”
coach Baylock concluded.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 003 021 2 8
Union 000 000 2 2

SPF Raiders Erupt to Topple
Union Baseball Farmers, 8-2

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Rarely does the opportunity to own a piece of Westfield history come along, this is such a time. Retaining it’s original architectural flavor, this circa 1800s  

Colonial paints a vibrant portrait of  early American life while offering modern conveniences.  Hand-hewn beams, wood floors, embellished moldings, two 

fireplaces and abundant natural woodwork instill the interior with warmth. The living room, formal dining room and breakfast room illustrate the heritage 

of this home while the spacious family room and updated kitchen are in keeping with today’s amenities. A guesthouse, a historically designated well house, 

almost an acre and a half of property and a notable location that appears on the Revolutionary Map that hung in Westfield’s Public Library imbues this es-

tate with a rich sense of history. Price Upon Request 

                        Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

                            908-233-6417, Direct Dial
                                    NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2008

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EARNING HIS THIRD VICTORY…Raider junior Gary Binkiewicz tossed a
four-hitter, recorded eight strikeouts and yielded only one walk in the 8-2 victory
over Union.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Blue Devils Capture
WCT Golf Crown

Junior Mike Fietkiewicz birdied
the par-five 10th hole and the par-
three 11th to win the Watchung Con-
ference Tournament (WCT) indi-
vidual title and to lead the Westfield
High School golf team to it’s second
straight WCT team championship at
Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club
in Scotch Plains on April 23.

The Blue Devils had a total of 336,
while Scotch Plains-Fanwood fin-
ished second at 357 and Union fin-
ished third at 412. Fietkiewicz turned
in an 81, followed by teammates Bran-
don Molson at 83 and Keving Russell
at 85. Raider John Foti placed fourth
with an 85, followed by Blue Devils
Ned Allen at 87 and Dave Pusar at 88,
Raider Colin Grimm at 89 and Blue
Devil Dave Athenson at 89.

Kathleen “Kathy” Gwaldis
• Top Lister Month of March
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Kathleen “Kathy” Gwaldis
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Kathy in, and she’ll bring results!



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, April 30, 2009 Page 13

Jenkins 0 hits, 0 Walks Union in 1-0 Westfield Win
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

a well-planned catcher (Murray) to
short (Rob Grandstrand) to third (Matt
Isabella) pickoff. From that point,
Jenkins, who never lost composure,
retired all remaining Farmer batters,
which included fanning two of three
in the seventh inning.

“Chris is a great competitor. The
guy made the error. He didn’t get
down on the kid. He said, ‘don’t worry
about it, you will get him next time.’
That shows his maturity level. Maybe
as a young kid he might have done
something different,” Brewster said.

“(Mike) Lessner (leftfielder) is a
great player. He will make a mistake
today. Tomorrow, he might hit a bomb.
He will pick you up like that. Against
Scotch Plains, he picked me up. You
just have to keep on going and think
about the next pitch,” said Jenkins.

Pascullo was also very effective on
the mound and limited the 5-1 Blue
Devils to five hits, while striking out
four, walking one and hitting a batter.
He got out of jams in the first and
second innings and yielded the game’s
only run in the third.

“Their pitcher was very tough. He
was around the strike zone. He was a
very accomplished pitcher. We’ve got
to be able to beat good pitchers and
we’ve got to be able to score some
runs against those type guys,”
Brewster said.

Isabella, who finished 2-for-3, pro-
vided that run. Granstrand hopped a
leadoff single and stole second. After

a fly out to left, Murray hit a ground
single past short and later stole sec-
ond, then Isabella sliced an RBI single
to left. The 4-4 Farmers escaped fur-
ther damage with a double play.

“When Izzy gets up there, you’re real
confident about things. He knows what
to do. He puts the ball in play and that’s
all you can ask for,” added Jenkins.

“Matt has been getting his bat on
the ball all year long. He plays solid
third base. He’s one of our leading
hitters. He’s relaxed in every tough
situation and he makes plays for us.
He’s got those baseball genes,”
Brewster said.
Union 000 000 0 0
Westfield 001 00 x 1
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FREGA NETS 3 GOALS; CONROY, HOFFMAN 2 EACH

G. L. Highlander Girls Jump
On Blue Devil Laxers, 13-9

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Misfortune only minutes into the
game immediately put the Westfield
High School girls lacrosse team on
the defensive and the visiting Gover-
nor Livingston Highlanders seized
the opportunity to grab a quick 5-0
lead, which provided just enough
cushion to hold on for a 13-9 victory
on April 27.

Liz McCarthy, the Blue Devils’
leading scorer, received her second
yellow card just five minutes into the
game, which forced her out of the
game. That paved the way for the 5-6
Highlanders to control the tempo
throughout the first half.

“Liz is leading the team in points
and she also controls the offense, so
the offense was out of rhythm after
that,” Blue Devil Head Coach Brendan
Hickey said. “It took us until three
minutes left in the game to start scor-
ing goals.”

Meghan Hogan reaped the benefits
of the absent McCarthy and netted
five of her seven goals to guide GL to

an 8-3, halftime lead. Highlander
Natalie Hrynkiewicz scored two goals
and Sam Cameron scored the other.

“She (Hogan) was running right
through the defense. Our defense didn’t
start stopping her until later in the game.
Eventually they figured that out. GL is
a good team. They just had a tough loss.
They rebounded from that and they
beat us,” coach Hickey said.

With six minutes remaining in the
half, Anna Powell sprinted downfield
and flicked in the Blue Devils’ first
goal. Val Hoffman, who finished with
two goals, added the next goal, then
with two seconds remaining, Kathrine
Frega, who finished with three goals,
crammed in a wraparound goal.

GL out-shot the Blue Devils, 13-9,
in the first half and held a slight, 9-7,
edge in ground balls but the tide be-
gan to change in the second half.
Unfortunately, the first barrage of
seven Blue Devil shots were right at
GL goalie Kristen Massullo, who fin-
ished with 13 saves. During that time
the Highlanders increased their lead
to 13-4. Only Kelsey Bryk broke the

ice, using a hand-juking maneuver to
score a goal for the Blue Devils.

“We were forcing shots in the
middle of the goal. Their goalie was
very, very good. She was sort of bait-
ing us to take bad shots then we went
back to shooting overhand and doing
what they are supposed to and the ball
started going in the goal after that,”
coach Hickey explained.

Frega and Julia Conroy learned
quickly from Bryk’s success. With
five minutes remaining, Frega flicked
in a goal and Conroy followed with a
pair of goals to make the score 13-7.
Bryk assisted Hoffman with her sec-
ond goal then Frega netted her third
goal with 2:51 remaining. The High-

landers opted to freeze the ball until
time ran out.

“They were shooting very well at
the end,” coach Hickey said of Frega
and Conroy. “This is a game where, if
we are going to improve as a pro-
gram, we should take this (experi-
ence) and learn how to win.”
Governor Livingston 8 5 13
Westfield 3 6 9

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RECEIVING CONGRATULATIONS FROM TEAMMATES…Coach Bob Brewster and the Blue Devils swarm over Chris
Jenkins after he tossed a no-hit, no-walk, seven-inning shutout against Union.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINDING THE SEAMS TO SCORE…Blue Devil Katherine Frega, No. 22, charged down field and scored three goals
against the Governor Livingston Highlanders.
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WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

MOUNTAINSIDE

SCOTCH PLAINS WESTFIELD

MOUNTAINSIDE

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 5/3  1-5PM

WYCHWOOD GEM

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 5/3  1-5PM

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 5/3  1-5PM NEW CONSTRUCTION

CUSTOM HOME

$874,900

$889,000

$1,599,000

$624,900 $1,279,000

$1,200,000

This 1994 spectacular Center Hall Colonial on a large corner property featuring 12 spacious
rooms, including a 4 Room In-Law Suite with a full bath, 4 additional Bedrooms, 2.5
additional Baths including a large Master Bedroom Suite - total of 5 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths.
2 Story Foyer, huge Eat-In-Kitchen, adjacent Family Room with wood burning fireplace,
Formal Dining Room, fully carpeted basement, garage, deck, Koi Pond, romantic covered
swing, fully fenced yard with spectacular landscaping. Excellent schools; close to mass
transit to NYC. Directions – Central to Pearl-Boynton-TwinOaks-Evergreen-Azalea #41.
MLS # 2647747

This Center Hall Colonial gem radiates character throughout, tastefully marrying classic old
world charm with quality modern amenities. The cheerful Living Room boasts hardwood
floors, wood burning fireplace and bay window overlooking the professionally landscaped
front yard. The gracious Dining Room will accommodate all of your entertaining. The Family
Room showcases a custom wall of built-ins, petite-parquet hardwood floor and a bay window
overlooking the newly landscaped yard and traced patio. The inviting gourmet kitchen has
hardwood floors and adjoins the sunny breakfast room with 3 pantry closets, vaulted and
beamed ceiling, hardwood floors and access to the patio and fenced yard. The second level
offers 3 spacious bedrooms, hardwood floors and abundant closet space and built-ins. Located
on a private corner lot in the heart of Wychwood just moments from schools, parks, NY
transportation and town. MLS # 2647631

All Brick/Stone 5 Bedroom, 5.5 Bath Center Hall Colonial with old world charm and today‘s
amenities. A 2 story entrance, Great Room and Recreation Room with gas fireplace, Gourmet
Eat-In-Kitchen, 3 car garage, full finished basement, 2 zone HVAC, stone patio on a cul-de-
sac. Yesterday‘s grandeur, today‘s technology, tomorrow‘s dream. Directions – Springfield
Ave to Mill Ln to Robbie Ln #7. MLS # 2659080

Welcome to this six year young 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Center Hall Colonial. You will be greeted
with a unique Koi pond in the front yard. This spacious home is full of extras including an
updated Eat-In-Kitchen with maple cabinetry, granite countertops, stainless steel appliances,
and hardwood floors, overlooking a large family room with a fireplace. A living room/dining
room with tray ceiling, powder room and laundry complete the first floor. The oversized
master bedroom has a gas fireplace and an updated master bath with granite countertops,
whirlpool tub, old world tile & separate shower. Three additional bedrooms & main bath on
the second floor overlook the open foyer & crystal chandelier. The fenced in yard, paver patio
& walkways add to the outdoor living. Make this your home today! Directions – Park to
Mountain #2372. MLS # 2674517

New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Great opportunity to have you dream home built
in an excellent location. Many options available. Very deep properties that are close to
Franklin School and Center of Town. Work with builder and customize plans to create your
perfect home. 4 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths prestigious Center Hall Colonials are planned.
Hardwood floors throughout, custom millwork, and spa like retreat Master bath are a given.
Intercom, central vac, and stereo system are just a few of the many appointments included in
this gem. Will Build To Suit! MLS # 2546035

Built in 2005 and set high on a knoll, reminiscent of a grand “Hamptons” beach house this
beautifully crafted custom home offers every amenity. Treetop view windows allow light to
stream through every room. Incredibly spacious with 5,000sf of living space, the comfortably
proportioned rooms flow effortlessly. The center two story foyer joins the LR & FDR. The 5
sided conservatory style study expands the 1st floor`s formal living area. A gourmet kitchen,
arched windows in the adjoining GR flood the entire space with light & the fireplace`s raised
hearth balances the feeling of warmth and sky. The gallery style 2nd floor foyer offers privacy for
the 900sf master suite area comprising BR and sitting rm with dual sided fplc, two walk-in closets
and spa quality master bath. The 2nd floor offers 4 additional BRs and 2 baths including a
princess/au pair suite & Jack & Jill BR suite. Custom molding, sating fin hardwood floors
throughout, .5 acre of level yard, 1,500sf bsmt & ready to finish open attic. MLS # 2663187

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO
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Reich’s 3-Set Win Earns Blue Devils Second Straight Union County Tournament Boys Tennis Sweep
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

said, “I would say it was better but it’s
not up to where I want it to be. I’m
still working on that. I played pretty
well, so I’m happy with that.”

Looking forward toward the finals,
he said, “I’m pretty confident. I can
just play the game I have been play-
ing. It’s been working. It’s not about
an individual thing, it’s about getting
the team to win the county champion-
ship.”

Snyder’s style worked extremely
well in the finals against Jon Fried-
man (D), whom he recently defeated
in a dual match, 6-3, 6-0. This time he
blanked Friedman, 6-0, 6-0, to earn
his third UCT championship.

“It feels good! I like it. This is my
first singles one, so it is a little differ-
ent. He played a little better last time.
It’s kind of unfortunate, he did have a
cut on his finger. That made it diffi-
cult for him but it was fun for me,”
Snyder said.

Graeme Stahl and Scott Bernstein
recorded respective, 6-1, 6-1, victo-
ries over their Elizabeth (E) oppo-
nents and Raiders Eric Heinz and
Erick Walker then repeated the score
in the first doubles semis over their

GL opponents.
The very tall Stahl, who won the

UCT his freshman season with Snyder
at second doubles, commented, “We
have great team chemistry. We have
been playing a lot before the season
started in doubles tournaments. We
found out our strengths and weak-
nesses as individuals, as well as a
team. That’s one of the main things!
Team chemistry really helps us out
on the court.”

Stahl, who considered his serve as
his strongest asset, added. “From
there, I can hopefully close the net
with my volleys and put pressure on
my opponents.”

“It’s great to have a big guy as an
intimidating factor. We try to get it
together as much as possible and come
in and close out the point. That’s what
doubles is all about,” Bernstein said.
“We have pretty much breezed by
teams so far but I know the next
match is not going to be an easy one
for us. If we keep up our attacking
game and don’t get too cocky, we will
be able to pull this one out.”

As to his finals match and the pres-
sure of a Westfield sweep, Stahl said,

“It’s a good amount of pressure but
it’s good pressure. It makes us focus
more. I’m looking forward to play-
ing.”

The pair had far less difficulty than
they anticipated in the title match
with Colin Geten and Matt Neubauer
(D) and walked off the courts early,
winning, 6-0, 6-0.

After earning his second UCT title,
Stahl said, “We went out, played
simple tennis. We made shots. We
just tried to play our game.”

“Like Graeme said, we played
simple tennis. When we go out there,
we think of three things and three
things only. We play relaxed. We put
away our overheads and we enjoy
the beautiful game of tennis,”

Bernstein said.
Senior James Chu, winner of three

UCT titles, and his brother Alan shut
out their Union Catholic and Oratory
opponents to reach the second doubles
semis where they stopped James Davies
and Niraj Mehta (NP), 6-0, 6-1.

“We get along well. He’s easier to
talk to. We are at home all the time
and we can kibbutz on the tennis
courts,” said James, who added, “I

like poaching and finishing off vol-
leys.”

“It’s great because we live together.
I know him a lot better. We live on the
court and off the court,” said Alan,
who added, “I like volleying and re-
turning serves.”

Facing a chance to capture his
fourth UCT title, James said, “It’s
just like any other match, whereas it’s
just one point at a time. I’m pretty
calm about it.”

Well, it was just like any other
match as the Chu brothers defeated
Guthrie Burke (Summit) and Dan
Wong, 6-0, 6-0, for the title.

After winning his fourth UCT title,
James Chu said, “I was excited. My
brother and I played really well. I’m

very pleased.”
Raider Dan Nizri finished eighth at

first singles. Raider Steve Bello de-
feated Ginocchio (D), 7-5, 6-0, for
seventh place at second singles.
Raider Ezra Klemon placed sixth at
third singles, as did Heinz and Walker
at first doubles and Evan Shlissel and
Eric Heyden at second doubles.

TEAM TOTALS:
1. Westfield 100, 2. Dayton 68, 3. New
Providence52, 4. Summit 40, 5. Gover-
nor Livingston 39, 6. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood 17, 7. Plainfield (P) 12, 8. Ora-
tory 8, 9. Johnson 7, 10. Roselle Park 4,
11. Cranford 3

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
FIRST SINGLES: Reich d Karlin, 4-6, 6-4,
6-1
SECOND SINGLES: Thompson d Yang,
6-1, 6-1
THIRD SINGLES: Snyder d Friedman,
6-0, 6-0
FIRST DOUBLES: Stahl and Bernstein
d Greten and Neubauer, 6-0, 6-0
SECOND DOUBLES: Chu and Chu d
Burke and Wong, 6-0, 6-0

THIRD PLACE:
FIRST SINGLES: Dylan Glendinning
(NP) d Jallim (P), 6-2, 6-1
SECOND SINGLES: Le (NP) d Jordan
Gelband (D), 6-0, 4-6, 6-0
THIRD SINGLES: Sangree (S) d Stefran
Nonnenmann (NP), 6-4, 7-5
FIRST DOUBLES: Bob Libera and Tony
Therratil (NP) d Lander and DiRenzo
(GL), 6-3, 7-6 (5)
SECOND DOUBLES: Shawn Gutman
and Umberto Annunziata (D) d Davies
and Mehta (NP), 6-2, 2-6, 6-4

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Adam Reich – UCT first singles champion

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Alan and James Chu – UCT second doubles champions

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Justin Snyder – UCT third singles champion

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIRST DOUBLES CHAMPS…Blue Devils Scott Bernstein, left, and Graeme
Stahl won the UCT title at first doubles.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SIXTH AT FIRST DOUBLES…Raiders Eric Heinz, left, and Erick Walker
placed sixth at first doubles.

Recent WF/SPF Coach
Resignations/Shifts:

Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) High
School Varsity girls basketball Head
Coach Bruce Davis has announced
his resignation that was formally ac-
cepted by the SPF Board of Educa-
tion on April 15. He will be attending
Montclair University full time next
year and had doubts that he would be
able to commit to the schedule.

Under coach Davis, the Raider girls
finished 73-30, playing a very tough
schedule, won one Union County Tour-
nament Championship and made it to
the Group III Sectional Finals once.
Davis was voted Coach of the Year by
the Star-Ledger and the Courier-News.

Westfield girls soccer Head Coach
Katie Egan will be on leave of ab-
sence for one year. During her ab-
sence she will be replaced by Alex
Schmidt, who has been the varsity
boys assistant coach.

Baseball Raiders Skin
ALJ Crusaders, 14-13
Marcus Rivera ripped an RBI single

to cap a nine-run seventh inning,
which allowed the 8-1 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School baseball team
to skin the visiting 9-3 ALJ Crusad-
ers, 14-13, on April 25.

Ricky Shevlin drilled a three-run
double in the seventh inning and Gary
Binkiewicz had a pair of hits and
scored twice in the inning. Joey
D’Annunzio smacked a leadoff home
run in the first inning. Crusader Rob
Smorol scored three times and had a
pair of doubles, a three-run homer
and a single. Corey Ryan whacked a
three-run homer in the sixth to give
ALJ a 13-5 lead.

Raider Nine Thumps
Blue Knights, 14-0

Joey D’Annunzio (3-for-4, 2
RBI) crushed a solo home run that
sparked a five-run, first inning en
route to a five-inning, 14-0 shutout
of the Irvington Blue Knights in
Irvington on April 24. Nick
Bonadies had three RBI.

Linden Tigers Stop
Blue Devil Nine, 6-4

The Linden High School baseball
team held off a late Westfield rally to
grab a 6-4 victory in Westfield on
April 25. Dan Sura hit a three-run
homer to give the 7-2 Tigers a 5-0
lead. AJ Murray cracked an RBI
double and Dan Kerr tapped an RBI
single for the 5-2 Blue Devils.

Blue Devil Nine Rip
East Side Boys, 12-2

Rob Anderson hammered a bases-
loaded, two-run double in the bottom
of the fifth inning to give the Westfield
High School baseball team a 12-2
victory over Newark East Side in
Westfield on April 27.

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2008
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

© 2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555
COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

JAYNE BERNSTEIN
Sales Associate

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

OPEN HOUSE:

721 Scotch Plains Avenue, Westfield $859,000
Custom built, quality colonial offers spacious rooms with a flexible
floor plan; 5 Bedrms., including a 1st flr. Master suite; LR w/fplc.,
Formal DR, Library, Fam. Rm. overlooking large lot backing up to
woods, EIK, lovely foyer w/powder rm. Second flr. offers 4 Bedrms.,
3 baths, incld. a 2nd potential master bedroom. Plenty of closet and
storage space thru-out. Directions: Rahway Avenue or Lamberts
Mill Road to Shackamaxon Drive to Scotch Plains Avenue.

 SUNDAY, May 3rd • 1-4PM

Kay Gragnano

© 2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Sales Associate
908-301-2036: Office Direct

908-233-7922: Fax

WESTFIELD OFFICE   209 CENTRAL AVENUE   908-233-5555

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

181 Herbert Ave., Fanwood
Located in the heart of  Fanwood, this 8 room, 3 bedroom, 2 full
bath Colonial is in pristine condition. Great family room addition
with fireplace and French door to the fenced yard. $529,900.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, May 3rd  1-4PM

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, May 3rd  1-4PM

610 East Broad St., Westfield
Classic Colonial with 5 bedrooms, 3 ½ baths and upgrades galore.
Newer gourmet kitchen, CAC, some windows & doors freshly
painted, move right in. $845,000.

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR,

Total Production 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence
Platinum Level 2002-2008

www.hye-youngchoi.net

hye-young@att.net

 Direct Line 908-301-2015

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555 Ext. 169 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.

An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD . . . Charming 11 Room. 5 BR, 4 ½ bath home. Enclosed front porch,
gracious foyer with split staircase, Natural chestnut woodwk, large, sunfilled LR w/
frplc, FDR,  cust KIT w/skylts & Palladian wndw, separate dining area. Master suite, 1st

flr guest BR suite with BTH., RECRM,  2 Zn CAC, HW HT, lrg DK, 2 CG. Near
dwntwn & school. 100 x 150 property, new driveway.      $899,900.

WESTFIELD . . . Spacious, center hall COL close to downtown & transportation. 8
RMS, 4 BR, 2 full & 2 half BTHS plus large finished basement.  Foyer 13x15  opens to
LR w/bay wndw, FDR, Fireplace, Eat-in KIT w/sliders to sunny enclosed porch. Hardwood
floors, MBR w/ 2 WI closets, 2 ZN HT & CAC, 2 car garage, 90x150 property.      $749,000.

WESTFIELD . . . Brick front colonial w/ wonderful open floor plan on first floor.
Entrance foyer opens tp Living Room w/FRPLC, Formal Dining Room w/ sliders to
brick paver patio, newer KIT with stainless appliances, recessed lighting, greenhouse
window and cozy den off living room. MBR has full bath w/ double vanity, & skylight.
Finished basement, hardwood floors, 1 car attached garage.      $625,000.

SCOTCH PLAINS . . . custom 4 Bedroom Room, 3.5 Bath colonial in Sterling Chase.
1st floor Master Bed Room with deluxe BTH and many walk-in closets. 2 story foyer,
Living Room w/Palladian window, Family Room w/ frplc, vault ceiling & slider to large
deck, center isle kitchen with adjacent laundry. Full basement for expansion.      $699,000.
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Address Is More Than
Saying ‘Hello Ball’SCRUDATO SCORES DEVILS’ GOAL

W.E. Knights Out-Joust
Blue Devil Laxers, 10-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Varsity experience got the best of
the Westfield High School boys la-
crosse team when the West Essex
Knights trotted into Gary Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield, immediately fired
off five unanswered points and gal-
loped on to a 10-1 victory on April 22.

The 4-1 Knights out-shot the 3-7
Blue Devils, 29-17, but were nearly
even in face-offs, winning 8-7, and in
ground balls, with Westfield holding
a slight 25-22 edge. Blue Devil senior
goalkeeper Kyle Wright made 18
saves but found himself in too many
one-on-one situations with the
Knights’ sharpshooters, while his
counterpart, Mike Wiatrack was cred-
ited with six saves.

Knight Matt Freda scored the first
goal early in the first quarter and Pete
Doelp added another a few minutes
later. Shooting ace Chris Shearin (3
goals) followed with a pair of goals –
the second with less than 30 seconds
remaining in the first quarter – to give
the Knights a 4-0 lead.

The Knights upped their lead to 5-

0 when Tom Martin, assisted by Tyler
Fossetta, flicked in the first of his
three goals. After Blue Devil Head
Coach Marc Silbergeld called a
timeout and instructed his team to
play a “team game”, junior midfielder
Sean Scrudato pulled off a nifty wrap-
around goal on the left side of the net
with 2:34 left of the half to give the
Blue Devils their only score.

Shearin and Martin scored goals in
the third quarter to make the score 7-
1 then Jack Skeels added a stuff goal
and a sidearm goal, while Martin
stuffed in another goal in the fourth
quarter.

Throughout the game, the Knights’
defense had success jarring the ball
loose from the Blue Devils’ sticks,
which prevented a smooth rhythm,
but Westfield did have a few spurts of
offensive brilliance, but failed to get
the ball past Knight goalie Wiatrack.

On April 25, the 3-7 Blue Devils
lost to 7-2 West Morris, 12-4. Connor
Hewett flicked in two goals for
Westfield.
West Essex 4 1 2 3 10
Westfield 0 1 0 0 1

By GARY OSTREGA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Clearly the set up position pictured
here is fundamentally a little more
than a Jackie Gleason line from “The
Honeymooners”.

It has been said by those observing
professionals just prior to the take
away, that they look like they are
going to hit the ball 300 yards.

The overall quality is that of
athleticism. Features to notice are: an
upright posture with chin up not head
down; weight balanced, evenly dis-
tributed and centered at mid-foot;
knees slightly flexed, being able to
see one’s shoe laces as opposed to the

often suggested “sitting on the edge
of a stool”; arms relaxed and hanging
straight down or “plumb”; shoulders
slightly rounded; grip perfectly posi-
tioned with an emphasis in the fin-
gers not in the palms; clubface pointed
down the intended line of play; paral-
lel lines across toes, knees, hips, shoul-
ders, forearms and eyes directed
slightly left of target. There you have
it, all the fundamentals to get started.
Look for my next article featuring the
backswing.

Gary Ostrega PGA is the Director
of Instruction at Hyatt Hills Golf
Complex in Clark. For instructions,
please call (732) 669-9100.

D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss

WWWWWalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Laneaneaneaneane

RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com
– Click archives

April 29, 2005: With the team
title on the line, Blue Devil senior
Andrew Levy and sophomore Jack
Trimble overcame a 5-7 first set defi-
cit at second doubles to win the sec-
ond set, 7-5, and the third set, 6-3,
over Summit’s Vir Singh and Ben
Sangree to give Westfield the Union
County boys tennis team title with
81 points to Summit’s 76 at Don Van
Blake Courts in Plainfield. Fresh-
man Kevin Shallcross, at second
singles, defeated Raider freshman
Ryan Krueger, 6-4, 6-1, for the title.
Brian Kender and Lee Bernstein, at
first doubles, defeated Summit’s Max
Potesky and Zack Goff, 6-3, 6-4, for
the title.

April 30, 2004: Raider pitcher
Elaine Piniat permitted no walks,
struck out three and yielded just four
hits en route to a 3-1, softball victory
over 6-6 Ridge in Scotch Plains.
Junior Taylor Cianciotta, with a con-
vincing two-run triple, and fresh-
man Lauren Mains, with an RBI
single, netted all three of the 8-3
Raiders’ runs in the bottom of the
third inning.

April 30, 2003: What initially ap-
peared to be a runaway turned out to
be a nail biter when the Raider base-
ball team, commanding a 7-0 lead,
held off a pesky Westfield comeback
in Scotch Plains to win, 9-7. Raider
Josh Wexler whacked a two-run
home run. Brian Butts, with three
hits, and Mike Dubitsky, with two
hits, helped the Blue Devils chip
away at the Raiders’ lead.

April 27, 2002: The Blue Devil
softball team defeated the Delaware
Valley Terriers, 6-5, in Westfield.
Caitlin MacDonald went 3-for-4 with
two triples, three RBI and one run
scored.

April 29, 1999: Two late victories
combined with placement in eight
other events enabled the Blue Devil
girls track and field team to snatch
the Union County Relay Crown away
from Plainfield at Williams Field in
Elizabeth. The Blue Devils totaled
68 and the Cardinals totaled 66. Jes-

sica Lutkenhouse, Sarah Mahran,
Rachel Ackerman and Alexis
Anzelone won the 4x1,600 and
Megan Shutts, Andrea Constandis,
Adrienne Blauvelt and Maura
McMahon teamed to capture the dis-
tance medley relay.

April 30, 1998: Elizabeth edged
the Raider boys, 93-80, to win the
Union County track and field relays
at Williams field in Elizabeth. Raider
junior Blair Woodward leaped 23’2”
to combine with Adam Bowser at
21’9” and Nathan Jones at 20’1” for
a total distance of 65 feet to seize
first in the team long jump.
Woodward’s leap became the long-
est to date in New Jersey this season.
Bowser, Woodward, Jones and Karl
Jennings dusted the field by nearly
five seconds to win the shuttle
hurdles with a time of 1:00.9.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCORING THE ONLY GOAL…Junior Ryan Srudato, No. 8, scored the Blue
Devils’ only goal in the 10-1 loss to West Essex.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Golf teaching pro Gary Ostrega

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Cougar boys lacrosse player Mike Woglom was
named the Cranford Athlete of the Week. Woglom leads his team in scoring with
25 goals and 25 assists.
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Union County Tourney
Softball Seedings:

The 10th-ranked Cranford High
School softball team received the
top seed for the upcoming Union
County Tournament, which will
begin this Saturday, May 2, at the
home of the higher seed at 3 p.m.
The quarterfinals will be held at
Memorial Fields in Linden on May
9 with two games at 6 p.m. and two
at 8 p.m.

FIRST ROUND PAIRINGS:
9 Scotch Plains-Fanwood at 8 Kent

Place; 10 Brearley at 7 Johnson; 11
New Providence at 6 Governor
Livingston; 12 Elizabeth at 5 Linden;
13 Union Catholic at 4 Westfield; 14
Rahway at 3 Roselle Park; Roselle
Catholic/Plainfield winner at 2 Union;
Dayton/Oak Knoll winner at 1 Cranford

Union Softballers Nip
Lady Blue Devils, 3-2
Hana Gross rapped an RBI double

in the bottom of the eighth inning to
give the 9-0 Union High School soft-
ball team a 3-2 victory over Westfield
in Union on April 24. Cyndil Mat-
thew smacked an RBI triple and
scored on Katie Abruzzo’s bunt to
give the Blue Devils a 2-0 lead in the
fourth but Kristen Scioscia hit a two-
run double to tie the score in the sixth.

Softball Raiders Rout
Irvington, 15-1, 16-1
The Scotch Plain-Fanwood High

School softball team took both sides
of a double header from the visiting
Irvington Blue Knights, 15-1, and
16-1, on April 24. Courtney Zyla (2
RBI) and Aysia Peterson (RBI) each
had a pair of hits for the Raiders.
Nikki Mineo thumped two triples and
had four RBI, and Kelly Cianciotta
added three RBI in the second game.

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2006
Platinum Level: 2003-2006        Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555
© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006-2008
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2008

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Visit my website at: www.frankdisoldi.com

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

507 Dorian Court, Westfield $505,000
Charming 3 Bedroom 1 ½ bath Colonial nicely appointed with hardwood floors and natural moldings.  Featuring a Liv Rm w/fplc;
Formal Dining Room; updated Eat-in Kitchen; Sun Room and basement, walk up attic and 1 car Garage for storage.  Nestled on a quiet
dead end street and convenient to town, schools and NYC transportation.

7 Azalea Trail, Westfield $889,000
Pristine 4 Bdrm 2 ½ bath CHC on quiet street beautifully appointed with a Foyer leading to Liv Rm; FDR; updated EIK open to Fam
Rm w/gas fplc & wonderful Sun Room; & MBR suite w/updated full bath.  Other amenities and updates include roof, heat, CAC, hdwd
flrs, baths, landscaping, patio and more.  A true MUST SEE!

24 Canterbury Lane, Westfield $1,299,900
The one you’ve been waiting for!  Classic 5 Bedroom Center Hall Colonial in the heart of Wychwood.  Nicely appointed thru out
including a Living Room w/fplc; Formal Dining Room; Kitchen with Eating area; 1st Floor Family Room w/fplc; Master Bedroom
with private bath and nicely finished basement.  Nestled on a beautifully landscaped lot with patio.  Don’t miss this great opportunity.

Open House: Sunday, May 3rd •1-4PM

Open House: Sunday, May 3rd •1-4PM

Open House: Sunday, May 3rd •1-4PM

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Phyllis in,
and she’ll bring results!

Phyllis Brown

Call For
More Information!

WESTFIELD . . . This lovely renovated 4 Bedroom, 3 Full Bath Colonial, situated on a tranquil cul-
de-sac, is ready for you to just move in! The first floor boasts hardwood floors in the spacious sunlit
Living Room, Dining Room and Bedroom (or Family Room) with sliding glass doors leading to a rear
deck. The gourmet kitchen, with granite countertops, wood cabinetry, ceramic tile backsplash and
ceramic tile floor opens up to a separate dining area with ceramic tile floor. The second floor has 2 very
large bedrooms with ceiling fans and abundant closet space. The spacious master bedroom offers a large
walk-in closet, ceiling fan and master bath. The stand up attic, perfect for storage, and a large high
ceilinged basement, ready to be finished and including a laundry room and workshop, add to the features
of the home. Other amenities include an underground sprinkler system, multi-zone heating and central
air conditioning. Make this perfect home yours today! $649,900. MLS # 2670022

COLONIAL
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TO THE RESCUE…On Wednesday April 22, Washington and McKinley El-
ementary School teachers and staff played in an annual charity volleyball game.
The players choose a different charity each year. The Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad will be the recipient of more than $2,000 raised during this charity event.
The donation is being made in honor of Mildred Moore, a crossing guard in
Westfield for 53 years who passed away in March of this year. Westfield’s
Volunteer Rescue Squad was one of Mrs. Moore’s favorite charities. Pictured
above are Washington School’s teachers and staff, the winners of the volleyball
match, two games to one.

St. Bart’s Men’s Softball Has
Annual League Player Draft
On April 21, the St. Bart’s Oldtimers

Men’s Softball League held its an-
nual player selection draft. The draft
allotted 15 players to each of the 10
teams. Approximately half of the
league’s players attended the very
exciting event.

TEAMS, CAPTAINS, SPONSORS:
ANGELS DIVISION:

St. Anthony, Tony Perconte, Golden
Age Guitar
St. Stephen, Howard Bialos,
LogicomUSA
St. Patrick, Jack Kennedy, Rossi Fu-
neral Home
St. Matthew, Tony Radice, Mama Lou’s
St. Aloysius, Joe Romash, Bernie’s Auto
Parts

SAINTS DIVISION:
St. Joseph, Dean Talcott, Family Inves-
tors

St. Luke, Luke Fugett, LeStrange Secu-
rity
St. David, Dave Rothenberg, Friedlander
Associates
St. Jude, Joe DeChairo, St. Onge Law
Firm
St. Anne, Joe McEvoy, Sideline Sports

Based on the outcome of the draft,
league pundits have prognosticated
that St. Anthony and St. Aloysius in
the Angels Division and St. Luke and
St. David in the Saints Division, are
headed for successful seasons.

On Thursday, May 7, the first game
of the season will be played at Scotch
Plain’s Brookside Park and will pit
Angels Division rivals St. Anthony
against St. Matthew. Admission is
free for the first 150 fans.

SPF PAL’s Lapham Gets 4th
In TOC Mat Tournament

Brian Lapham, a 12-yr-old from
Scotch Plains, placed fourth in his age
and weight bracket at the Ohio Tourna-
ment of Champions held in Columbus,
OH on April 25. The wrestling tourna-
ment was open to youth from across the
country who qualified at local and re-
gional tournaments. Lapham qualified
in West Deptford in March.

Lapham was one of 30 boys to
compete in the Junior 100-lb. bracket
in this double elimination event. Af-
ter pinning his first opponent from
OH, he beat a Georgia wrestler and
then lost, 4-2, to Billy Bowlen from
Pa. Bowlen ultimately won the entire
tournament, making him a five-time
champion at the Ohio event.

From the wrestlebacks, Lapham
defeated two Pennsylvania wrestlers,
then triumphed, 6-0, over Shane Ice,
the 2009 Indiana state champion.
Lapham’s final match was decided in
the last two seconds when his oppo-
nent from NY took him down to win
the match, 4-2.

Since Kindergarten, Brian has
wrestled with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood PAL Team. The town team
(grades K-6) participates in the Cen-
tral Jersey Wrestling League and the
season runs from December through
March each year. If interested in learn-
ing more about SPF-PAL wrestling,
please call Coach Jeff Oslislo at (908)
389-1076.

WF International League
Baseball off to Strong Start

UCRFC U19 Boys, Girls Make
N. E. Rugby Union Playoffs

The Union County Rugby Football
Club (UCRFC) U19 boys booked a
return trip to the Northeast Rugby
Union (NRU) playoffs with a 31-7
win over the Harvey School. Connor
Leahey got two trys, while Chris
Sheehan, Mike Sheehan and Bran-
don Deitz each added a try at Rahway
River Park. Leahey also chipped in
three conversions.

The Jr. Mudturtles then cleaned the
previously 4-0 Morris U19s, 34-5, to
secure the No. 1 seed at West Point
this weekend. Many penalties high-
lighted the first half. The UCRFC
team held off an attack and got on the
board on back-to-back trys from Chris
and Mike Sheehan. Morris got one
try just before halftime to make the
score 10-5.

After a stern halftime discussion,
the Mudturtles exploded for 24 unan-
swered points. Camaran Burke took a
nice pass from Jorge Cusiana on the
second half the kickoff and outran the
Morris defense to score under the goal
posts. Leahey made the conversion.
Brett Defazio and Drew Bergin each
ran in a try and Leahey converted one.
Burke added his second try after
DeFazio made a nice break and
offloaded to Burke for an easy try.

The UCRFC B-side smashed Mor-
ris B-side, 35-0. Morgan Bungerz
scored on a nice sideline run. Minutes
later Bungerz dislocated his collar-
bone, while attempting his second
try. The fired up B-side responded
with two trys from Deitz and solo trys
from Cuisana, Burke, Ross Kettleson
and Joe Brady. David Rendon added
five conversions.

The U19 girls needed a win against
the Morris girls to gain a playoff spot
and win they did with a 78-10 thrash-
ing. Ashley Romans scored five trys.
Julia Watkins and Kim Esposito each
had two trys. Ellen Straus, Jemma
Urban, Britany Graham, Mel Jimenez
and Marissa Curti bagged one each.
Alex Gockel made four conversions.
The U19 girls gained the No. 2
METNY seed for the playoffs in
Springfield, Mass. this weekend.

The UCRFC U15 boys completed
the weekend with an impressive, 26-
5 win over St Peter’s Prep freshman.
The win was impressive because the
U15 team had been soundly beaten
by St Peters in a match earlier in the
spring. Peter Lovito, Ryne Morrison,
Jake Rabedeau and Mark Vinegra
scored trys. Geoff Scognamiglio
added three conversions.

The 2009 International League
baseball season got off to a strong
start with six exciting games.

The 2-0 Dodgers led by strong
pitching performances from Owen
Monaghan (4 k’s), Peter Hessemer
(who also had 3 hits) and Jake Furst
combined with solid defense from
Jake Tooley beat the A’s 16-5. Chris-
topher Prasek smacked two doubles
for the A’s, while Doug Smith and
Liam Heinboeckel provided strong
defense.

The Astros beat the Card’s, 10-3.
Dylan Scott tossed three shutout in-
nings and scored a run. Jack Cote (2
hits, 2 RBI), Michael O’Connor (3
RBI), Danny Schoenfeld (2 RBI),
Connor Haviland (double, run scored)
led the Astros. Harry Wachtel and
Joebe Mandel each doubled and
scored once for the Cards.

The Marlins edged the Diamond-
backs, 8-5. Christian Nadeau, Chris

Hoerle, Peter Walter and Michael
Mizus contributed to the Diamond-
backs’ 4-0 lead in the first inning.
Marlins Mike Dazzo and Tim Norris
rapped run-scoring singles in the sec-
ond and fourth innings, respectively,
to cut the score to 4-2. Mike
Guarnuccio’s and Rajan Olson’s de-
fense kept the game close through the
fifth but the Marlins rallied for six
unanswered runs in the sixth inning
to win. Clutch hits came from Nick
Barroqueiro, Dazzo and Ben Flescher.
Mitch Bryk got the win when he
pitched a strong sixth inning in relief
of Norris and Justin Yoon.

Pitchers Zach Campbell, Stephen
Husch and Chris Zdenek combined
to lead the Mets to a 5-3 win over the
Red Sox. Husch went 2-for-2 with
three RBI. Red Sox Brendan Collum
cracked a two-run single in the first
inning. Callaghan Dwyer and Matt
Mulvey each pitched two effective
innings for the Red Sox.

Rays beat Royals, 9-7, as Michael
Prosuk led the way with solid pitch-
ing and hitting (2 hits, 2 runs scored).
Jacob Kurstedt had a double and four
RBI. Sean Gallagher and Jack
Rembisz played strong defensively.
Michael Mobarakai, Eddie Encinas
and Owen Brancatella led the Roy-
als.

STANDINGS AS OF APRIL 25:
TEAM W L
Marlins 2 0
Yankees 2 0
Dodgers 2 0
Rays 1 0
Royals 1 1
A’s 1 1
Twins 1 1
Mets 1 1
Red Sox 1 2
Astros 1 2
Cardinals 0 2
Diamondbas=cks 0 3

ASA Umpires to Hold
Dick Archer Tourney
The ASA of Union County and the

Greater UCNJ ASA Umpires Asso-
ciation is having its 12th Annual Dick
Archer 1-Pitch Softball Tournament
to benefit Cerebral Palsy on Satur-
day, May 16, at Waranaco Park in
Roselle/Elizabeth.

Help is needed for team entries!
The cost per team is only $150.00 and
three games are guaranteed. Please
come out and play and donate.

The tournament encourages all divi-
sions: men, women, co-ed, and seniors,
to participate. For further information,
please contact Don Yuhas at (908) 337-
9410 or daump97@Verizon.Net, Bill
Smith at (908) 527-4840, Keith
Benovengo at (908) 313-0983 or Gary
Moran at (908) 925-1838.

Brian Lapham
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Amateur golfers in the area may
register teams for The McGladrey
Team Championship, which will
have a qualifying event on May 31
at Ash Brook Golf Course in Scotch
Plains.

The McGladrey Team Champion-
ship is a grassroots amateur best-
ball championship managed by The
PGA of America, in partnership with
RSM McGladrey, the organization’s
official accounting, tax and business
consulting firm. The Team Champi-
onship brings together amateur golf-
ers and PGA professionals for a one-

of-a-kind grassroots competition.
The Special Olympics golf pro-

gram is the official charity of The
McGladrey Team Championship and
a portion of the proceeds from all
Local and Section Qualifying Events,
along with proceeds from a silent
auction during the National Cham-
pionship at famed Pinehurst Resort,
October 26-28, will support the Spe-
cial Olympics golf program, which
boasts 17,000 athletes.

For more information or to register
for a local qualifying event visit
www.PGA.com/teamchampionship.

Amateur Golfers Sought for Team Championship

HAVING A VERY BIG DAY…U19 Mudturtle Ashley Romans scored five trys
against the U19 Morris girls to help her team make the playoffs.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  600 North Avenue West  Westfield, NJ 07090  (908) 233-0065

For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

WESTFIELD $1,595,000
Beautiful center hall Colonial, reno-
vated and expanded in 2005 in-
cludes a 25 x 18 Eat-In Kitchen
with solid cherry cabinets, center
island and top of the line appli-
ances, large Family Room, ma-
hogany deck, 4 Bedrooms, 4 full
baths, hardwood floors & fireplace.

WESTFIELD $559,000
Lovely, renovated Townhouse in
premier downtown location is close
to NYC transportation and park.
Offers 6 rooms and includes 2 Bed-
rooms, 2.1 baths and gleaming new
and refinished hardwood floors
throughout.

FANWOOD $469,900
Charming Bi-Level offers 8 rooms
and includes 4 Bedrooms, 2 full
baths, Eat-In Kitchen, Formal Din-
ing Room, Living Room and Cen-
tral Air Conditioning.

WESTFIELD $975,000
Fabulous home on over 1/3 acre.
Offers 12 rooms, private au-pair
suite, in-ground pool with wonder-
ful upgrades throughout.  NJ Tran-
sit commuter train, schools, down-
town shops and restaurants all
nearby.

WESTFIELD $499,000
Beautifully maintained Cape with
a private, park-like setting.  In-
cludes hardwood floors, 3 Bed-
rooms, 2 full baths, large closets,
CAC, fabulous finished basement
with pool table, laundry and stor-
age rooms.  Convenient to NYC
transportation and Garden State
Parkway.  Also available for rent.

WESTFIELD $699,900
Lovely “Wychwood” home has
been totally renovated and is “move
in” ready. All new Kitchen and ap-
pliances, baths, roof, landscaping,
driveway and more. Beautiful refin-
ished oak floors, freshly painted in-
terior and exterior. Neutral decor.

WESTFIELD $749,000
Wonderful Colonial.  Extensive and
all encompassing renovations in
2008.  Beautiful moldings, gleaming
hardwood floors, Family Room ad-
dition, beautiful cherry and granite
Kitchen  and 2.1 new baths.  Also
new is the garage, roof, siding, win-
dows, doors, CAC and more.

SCOTCH PLAINS $595,000
This lovely Parkwood section Split
Level home sold for 96% of its list price
in only 32  days.  Contact any of our
extraordinary agents and let them de-
sign a personalized marketing plan for
your home.

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 
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For additional information or a private tour, please call: 
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600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 
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Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker, Office: (908) 233-5900 | Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor, Cell: (908) 413-0040

www.TheSavannahWestfield.com

Open House!
Saturday, May 2nd and Sunday, May 3rd 
1pm - 4pm
The Savannah in Downtown Westfield, 
111 Prospect Street, Westfield, NJ

New Exciting Pricing on select condominiums.

Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference to the offering plan which will be furnished by a 
developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to change. Not an offer where prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus 
for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change without notice.

Residents at the Savannah enjoy concierge service, secured entry, 
an elegant lobby, a community room with a prep kitchen for catered parties, elevators 

to each f loor and two underground parking spaces per unit.

Luxury Condominium Residences For Those 55-plus

in the Heart of Downtown Westfield

Blossoming with a superbly orchestrated renovation, this exquisite Westfield Colonial 
possesses an innate charm that enlivens the interior & exterior. The incomparable interior 
boasts hardwood floors, copious sun-catching windows, vaulted & cathedral ceilings, 
classic moldings and marvelous designer features. Entertain in style in the gracious living 
room and formal dining room. The updated kitchen with state-of-the-art stainless steel ap-
pliances opens to the family room with beamed cathedral ceiling and lovely office. The 
fabulous master bedroom with an equally as stunning updated bath pampers you. A junior 
suite with updated bath, two more bedrooms and two more new baths welcome all. Adding 
to the allure of this home is a wonderful rec room with a bench seat and a spectacular 
garden; lovingly maintained by the current owner. Presented for: $1,595,000. 

   Lois E. Berger CRS, SRES

   Broker Associate

   908-233-6366, Direct Dial 
   NJAR Circle Of Excellence 1981 - 2003, 2005  - 2008 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Fanwood
Jason H. and Lauren E. Scott to

Colin and Susan A. Craig, 2 Brohm
Place, $395,000.

Wilmington Finance, Inc. to
Homaz, LLC, 1 Saville Row,
$200,000.

Michelle A. Feinberg and Lois N.
Feinberg to Quentin Holland and
Farncis Amy Gaimster, 193 North
Martine Avenue, $565,000.

Pauline Nguyen to Alexandre J.
and Telma G. Loureiro, 389 Midway
Avenue, $354,995.

Robert A. and Rachel M. Lepree to
William H. Miller and Rebecca S.
Taylor, 50 Watson Road, $415,000.

Wells Fargo Bank, NA as Trustee
for Option One Mortgage Loan Trust
to Stacy Kaufman and Arron Lieb,
101 LaGrande Avenue, $218,000.

Estate of Christine A. Scott to
Matthew D. and Venassa L. Akers, 22
Glenwood Road, $355,000.

Asset Recovery Center LLC to John
B. and Elisa A. Haight, 5 Crest Lane,
$385,000.

Barbara D. and John F. Spitzlei Jr.
to David A. Sobkowicz and Marybel
Vega, 230 Herbert Avenue, $432,500.

Scotch Plains
Arthur Z. Lieberman and Patricia

S. Clark to Todd R. and Erica Ferry,
1311 Cooper Road, $589,500.

Estate of Jerry D. Cummings to
Elzbieta Sielska, 929 Raritan Road,
$440,000.

Wayne E. Short to Vincent Pici and
Melissa Robles, 565 School Place,
$349,900.

Estate of Robert L. Purnell to Nicole
Johnson, 369 Farley Avenue,
$177,400.

Winston D. and Patricia I.
Buckridee to Mariano Battaglia, 2280
Hill Road, $780,000.

Michael G. Dunn to RHC Associ-
ates, 1967 Route 22, $46,226

Federal Life Insurance Company
Mutual to RHC Associates, 1967
Route 22, $21,381.

Valerie J. Suszynski to Adam D.
and Renee M. Mertz, 1195 Hetfield
Avenue, $360,000.

Shaun A. Sangwin to Christopher
D. Vanderwolk and Kristen Patricia
Mendes, 380 Westfield Road,
$347,500.

Walter D. and Joan E. Roberts to
Hewitt Associates, LLC, 1650 Coo-
per Road, $877,500.

Albert S. and Georgette Lossinsky
to Robert Castelli, 145 Glenside Av-
enue, $545,000.

Recent Home Sales

Sandra L. Haas to Michelle A.
Feinberg and Lois N. Feinberg, 4
Hacklorn Lane, $885,000.

Ruth Miriam Santos to Michael
Cignarella, 1025 Cellar Avenue,
$190,000.

Michael and Michele Liccone to
Davidson A. Trisler, 2015 West Broad
Street, $305,000.

Estate of Lewis H. Rice to Michael
and Michele Liccone, 6 Debra Court,
$520,000.

Kevin J. and Ashley A. Quinn to
David S. and Laura E. Ege, 2440
Seneca Road, $615,000.

Estate of Helen Erdman to Frank
and Anna Rehwinkel, 27 Tisbury Vil-
lage, $312,000.

Aveio Mortgage, LLC to Rustica
Doria, 192 Mountainview Avenue,
$190,000.

Xin Z. Qiu and Mei See Yip to
Nilesh N. Bhor and Kalyani Shinde,
107 Donato Circle, $338,000.

US Bank National Association as
Trustee by Wells Fargo Bank NA to
Norman W. McFarlanc, 337
Valleyscent Avenue, $300,000.

Anthony Annucci and Jeanette
Vazques to Jennifer L. and William
M. Seganish, Jr., 10 Happel Court,
$500,000.

Kenneth D. and Dorothy W. Fields

to Bryan and Bonnie Loew, 2071
Wood Road, $570,000.

Clifton L. and Sharon Y. Freshwa-
ter to Sonya S. Harris, 346 Farley
Avenue, $364,000.

Neha and Jay R. Parekh to Seth and
Nancy Abrams, 112 Donato Circle,
$380,000.

Marie M. Soriano and Charles P.
Douches, Jr. to Domenico and
Carmelina Didario, 336 Roberts
Lane, $445,000.

Westfield:
Robert Nisivoccia and Bridget

Nisivoccia to Theodore and Emily
McDonagh, 902 Highland Avenue,
$1,250,000.

Kim K. Canavan to Eugene Ing
and Sandra Sill-Ing, 210 North Chest-
nut Street, $680,000.

Edward G. and Margaret M. Will-
iams to 501 Hillcrest Avenue, LLC,
501 Hillcrest Avenue, $1,400,000.

Lester Boehm and Lester Boehm t/
a F.T. Enterprises to Markus Peters
and Tonia McKay-Peters, 31 Mohawk
Trail, $980,000.

Daniel Newman and Michael
Ippolito to Andrew W. and Michelle
A. Chin, 1723 Summit Avenue,
$400,000.

Marilyn V. Morris to Mark S. and

Mura A. Hiltwein and Charles
McGuire, 22 Cowperthwaite Square,
$500,000.

Andrew J. and Susan E. Gibbs to
Dr. Nicholas and Denise Yatrakis and
Helene Yatrakis and Richard
McNanna, 512 Dorian Place,
$515,000.

Robert A. Wascher and Dominique
T. Nguyen-Wascher to Donald J. and
Amy E. White, 1116 Ripley Avenue,
$970,000.

CCM Fund I, LLC to Neil and Dara
Beckerman, 1612 Boynton Avenue,
$530,000.

Irwin H. Fishbein to Anthony G.
Rogers and Katherine A. Blatz, 128
Dudley Avenue, East, $1,250,000.

Theodosia K. Dean to Jonathan
Schaffer, 538 Colonial Avenue,
$680,000.

Pierre D. and Dana N. Dossin to
Richard B. and Brenda V. Vega, 432
Sherwood Parkway, $690,000.

Matthew J. Costello to Terence and
Diana Hegarty, 544 Hort Street,
$489,000.

Peter J. and Anna Christakos to
James A. Macry and Bettina Faga-
Macry, 713 Marcellus Drive,
$580,000.

Thomas and Evelyn Kerr to Brad-
ley M. and Andrea Raybold, 212
Myrtle Avenue, $395,000.

Michael and Annette Reyman to
Jonathan Tripp and Maiko Ezawa, 5
Tudor Oval, $755,000.

FOR THE TROOPS…Dave Lovato of the UNICO Chapter of Westfield receives
about $1,000 from the public at the Westfield Spring Fling last Sunday to help
renovate the Westfield National Guard Armory recreation room in preparation
for the troops returning from Iraq in June. Volunteers are painting the room this
weekend. For more information, email dlovato2@verizon.net.

Master Gardeners Available
For Advice on Growing Garden

BUILDING A MYSTERY…Franklin first grader Will Loggia shares a smile with
author David Adler during a pizza lunch held on the PTO’s annual Visiting
Author Day.

Author David Adler
Visits Franklin School
WESTFIELD — Children’s author

David Adler recently visited Franklin
School for Visiting Author Day, spon-
sored annually by the Franklin PTO.

Mr. Adler is most widely known
for his series of “Cam Jansen” mys-
teries but has also written several
nonfiction biographies (including one
about Benjamin Franklin, the school’s
namesake) as well as historical fic-
tion for young readers.

During assemblies throughout the
day, he spoke about his creative pro-
cess, including how characters are
often inspired by people he knows
and how he balances working on more
than one project at a time. He also
talked about embracing rewriting as
it can transform a “good” story into a
“great” one.

Mr. Adler additionally personal-
ized and autographed copies of his
books that students had purchased
prior to the event.

ELIZABETH – Union County
Master Gardeners can help gardeners
increase their chances of a bountiful
harvest.

“A little advance planning will help
you save money and get the biggest
bang for your buck, while cutting
down on harsh chemicals in your
garden,” said Union County Free-
holder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella.

The Master Gardeners are expert
volunteers dedicated to sharing their
knowledge with the community. They
are trained and certified by the Rutgers
Cooperative Extension of Union
County, and supported by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders.

As part of their mission, the Master
Gardeners run a thriving vegetable
garden that yields hundreds of pounds
of fresh produce every season. They
donate the harvest to community food
banks and senior centers.

The Master Gardeners staff a free
garden helpline, Monday through
Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at (908) 654-
9852. E-mail inquiries are also wel-
come at mastergardeners@ucnj.org.
Union County residents can ask any-
thing about gardening, including:

Soil: good soil makes all the differ-
ence between success and failure.
The Master Gardeners can explain
how to use a convenient mail-in soil
test kit. Samples are analyzed in a
Rutgers University laboratory, and a
report is sent on how to improve the
soil. A fee of $15 covers lab costs.

Water: if a dry spell hits, the Master
Gardeners can advise on water-saving
measures such as mulching, using a
rain barrel and using soaker hoses.

Garden Pests: the Master Garden-
ers can help choose disease-resis-
tant plants and advise on safe ways
to deal with weeds, insects and ani-
mal pests.

The Master Gardeners demonstra-
tion garden complex is open to the
public whenever members of the or-
ganization are on site. It is located
behind Union County’s Trailside
Museum in the Watchung Reserva-
tion in Mountainside.

The complex includes an educa-
tional herb garden and a flower-cut-
ting garden. The flowers are donated
to cancer patients and their families.

For more budget-friendly tips on
reducing toxic chemicals around the
home, visit ucnj.org/greenconnect.



Page 18  Thursday, April 30, 2009 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Gov. Must Ensure Green Acres Regs.
Are Complied With for Oak Ridge

WF Recreation Department Thanks
Those Who Helped With the Race

Literacy Group Thanks
Volunteers for Efforts
In recognition of National Volunteer

Week, I would like to thank the many
tutors, board members and office volun-
teers that selflessly donate their time to
Literacy Volunteers of Union County.
Together with the Literacy Volunteers of
the Plainfield Public Library, our volun-
teers provided more than 14,000 hours of
instruction to 500 students throughout
Union County in 2008.

Thanks to these amazing volunteers,
our students have gotten better jobs, earned
their GEDs and read to their children for
the first time. Thank you to all of our
volunteers. Keep up the great work.

Elizabeth Gloeggler Exec. Dir.,
Literacy Volunteers of Union County

Clancy Welcomes Term
On WF School Board
I am so grateful to the Westfield com-

munity for two reasons today.
First, thank you for your support in my

re-election to the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation. I am fully committed to continue
working hard for the community and es-
pecially for the children. Every child
counts and every child matters and it is
our responsibility to be focused on meet-
ing and exceeding every child’s needs.

Secondly, I am thankful to the commu-
nity for your support of the school budget.
We were faced with making tough choices
and difficult decisions. We needed to
provide a balance between maintaining a
quality education and being fiscally re-
sponsible to our taxpayers. Without your
support, we would have been faced with
making deeper cut and impacting addi-
tional valuable programs.

As we move ahead, I am ready and
eager to continue working with a team
that so strongly values building a solid
foundation of education and a bright fu-
ture for our children. I will do my best to
serve our community and our children
throughout the next three years.

Jane Clancy
Westfield

Mattessich Promises Transparency,
Fiscal Responsibility on WF BOE

Mental Illness Group
Thanks Robert Wood Ctr.

NAMI-Union County (National Alli-
ance on Mental Illness) would like to
thank the staff of the Robert Wood Johnson
Fitness Center on Lamberts Mill Road in
Scotch Plains for their generosity in do-
nating six free three- month memberships
to our county citizens who are doing their
best to overcome mental illness.

NAMI-UC is a family-based volunteer
organization dedicated to improving the
lives of those suffering from mental ill-
ness on many levels. For more informa-
tion call (908) 233-1628, or visit our
website at www.nami-nj-uc.org. You may
e-mail us at nami.union.nj@nami.org.

We all realize the importance of main-
taining good health in all areas, and espe-
cially physical fitness. The lucky recipi-
ents of these gifts will have full access to
a warm-water therapy pool, a regular lap
pool, hot tub, a multitude of machines,
classes, a café, physical trainers ready to
help them, a nurse on duty full time, and
many extras.

Our appreciation especially goes to
staff members: nurse Kim Council, sales
manager Jamil Coles, sales manager
Stephanie Coulombe, and physical trainer
Chris Barlics.

Sandra Powers
NAMI-Union County

Supt.  Dolan Thankful
For Support of Budget
The approval of the 2009-2010

Westfield school budget on April 21, by
1,229 votes was a reflection of the
Westfield community’s belief in the value
of education. It was the second largest
voter turnout in Westfield in 36 years, and
the highest this year in Union County.

Thank you to the Westfield residents
for demonstrating your confidence in the
Westfield Public Schools. I thank you on
behalf of the administration, staff and
Board of Education, but most importantly,
I thank you on behalf of our 6,232 stu-
dents.

A good deal of the credit for the voter
turnout goes to the Parent Teacher Coun-
cil Budget Task Force and our PTO’s,
who generated a system of reminders
during the weeks prior to the election. I
also appreciate the tremendous effort of
our board members, who demonstrated
fiscal restraint by proposing the lowest
tax increase in a decade.

I congratulate Jane Clancy on her re-
election to the board and welcome Rich-
ard Mattessich and David Finn as new
members of the board. Thank you to
Michael McLane and Kathy Monteiro for
their interest in serving the community.
I’d like to extend my sincere appreciation
to retired board members, Anne Riegel
and Beth Cassie, who together have vol-
unteered more than 17 years of service
and dedication. We are indeed fortunate
to have such qualified people in Westfield
who are committed to our children.

As we prepare for 2009-2010, we will
continue to regard highly the priorities of
the Westfield community. We are form-
ing a “Citizens for Education” committee
to investigate the effects of the state’s
funding formula on Westfield. This fall,
we will announce the availability of a
community survey, which will provide
the foundation for the district’s new stra-
tegic plan. We will continue to reach out
to the community for input and support.
Again, I thank you for your most recent
show of support on April 21.

Margaret Dolan, Ed.D.
Superintendent of the Westfield

Public Schools

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to Governor Jon Corzine with a
similar letter addressed to the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection (DEP)
Commissioner Mark Mauriello concern-
ing the closing of the Oak Ridge Golf
Course in Clark.

Dear Governor Corzine:
The residents of Union County urge

you, as Governor of the State of New
Jersey, to ensure that Green Acres regula-
tions are complied with, especially at the
county level.

On or about January 15, 2009, Union
County closed Oak Ridge Golf Course,
its only senior- friendly course (within
boundaries of Clark in Union County and
Edison in Middlesex County). On or about
March 1, 2009, the county began destroy-
ing the integrity of the course despite our
continued suggestion that a 20-year lease
could be implemented whereby the lessee
is responsible for improvements, not the
county. “Oak Ridge Park” will now com-
prise of archery range(s), ice skating
rink(s) and biking/hiking paths, etc. All
of these changes are being done without
due process.

It has come to our attention that the
county has not complied with N.J.S.A.
13:8C-33 providing for a public hearing
prior to any change-in-use. Further,
N.J.A.C. 7:36-25.6 states that “the local
government unit…shall hold at least one
public hearing…at least 90 days prior to
final approval of the change in purpose or
use…If the parkland is located in more
than one municipality…the public hear-

ing shall be held at a central location
approved in advance...”

Union County has complied with none
of the above statutes and we taxpayers are
appalled at their unlawful actions. We
implore you to ensure that New Jersey
statutes are followed to the letter of the
law and that Union County be forced to
stop any further changes to Oak Ridge
golf course.

We have corresponded several times
with Kevin Appelget of Green Acres who,
in his last e-mail states:

“Apr 13, 2009 12:57:36 PM,
Kevin.Appelget@dep.state.nj.us wrote:

“Kathy, I am still awaiting a response
from the county regarding the proposed
use of the course. Please note that as far as
‘change in use’ is concerned, it is the
responsibility of the county to determine
if they need to comply with that regula-
tion based on what they are proposing to
do with the course. We do not provide any
oversight of that regulation. We are only
to be provided with a notice for record-
keeping purposes as part of the change in
use procedure, if they need to comply
with it.

“Thank you, Kevin C. Appelget.”
Certainly, it cannot be true that Union

County is to make the final interpretation
of a state regulation and the county’s
compliance with the law. Green Acres
should be providing oversight of the regu-
lation, not the entity violating the statute.

Kathy Torpey
Clark

On behalf of the Westfield Recreation
Department, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank all those who spon-
sored, volunteered and participated in our
19th Annual Road Races held on Sunday,
April 19, in Tamaques Park. It was a great
day for over 300 runners and over 160
Westfield residents who came out to par-
ticipate in our 1-Mile and 5-Miler Road
Races.

Plaques and trophies were awarded to
the top finishers of the 5-Miler, and med-
als awarded to all Fun Run participants.
Congratulations to Erik Donohue of
Cranford, who won the 5-Miler with a
time of 29:56, and Satomi Yen of
Livingston, who won overall female with
a time of 35:50. Congratulations to Judah
Akelrod (age 12) of Fanwood for finish-
ing first in the 1-Mile Race! Great job!

The Top Westfield Resident Male,
Mike Olivares, had a time of 31:25, and
Top Westfield Resident Female, Cristina
Newsome, had a time of 36:58. The fol-

lowing local residents ranked high in their
individual age groups: Jason Isbit, Erica
Jakub, Nicholas Chapel, Joe Kukis,
Veronica Santos, Ashley Massa, Johanna
Sagal, Vincent Corso, Matt Akers, Nicho-
las Rizzi, Roger Fan, Cindy Sullivan,
Genevieve Davy, Tom Cusimano, Jutith
Hudson, Ann Skudlark and Marty Griffith.
Thanks for your participation. For de-
tailed race results, please visit
compuscore.com.

This annual event helps raise money in
support of the department’s teen programs.
We hope this annual event continues to
grow and receive the continued support of
the community. The department acknowl-
edges the following area businesses and
organizations whose kind support helped
to enable the department to run a safe and
successful event: Rita’s Ice, Shop Rite of
Garwood, United Sports Institute, United
Soccer Academy, JMK Auto Sales,
Hershey’s Deli, PROforma Printing, The
Mattress Factory, Elizabethtown Gas Com-
pany, Penny Pray Antiques, RWJ Rahway
Fitness Center, Weldon Quarry Co., Deer
Park, Anthony James Construction and
the Westfield Baseball League. Please sup-
port our sponsors.

In closing, the department would also
like to thank all race participants, the
Westfield Police Department, the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad, the
Optimist and Junior Optimist Club of
Westfield, and all of the special volun-
teers who took the time to help on race
day! Special thanks to: Kelly Gray, Tom
Cusimano, Peter Warren, Paul Checchio,
Doug Albert, for all of their “behind the
scenes” work on race day. We could not
have done it without you! Hope to see you
all next year.

Traci Kastner
Program Coordinator/ Race Director

Westfield

With the election now behind us, I am
writing to thank the many people who
helped me in my endeavor to win a seat on
the Westfield Board of Education. I genu-
inely look forward to serving on the board.

I would like to thank my wife, Michelle,
for all of her hard work and support in
running a great campaign. I would like to
thank my children, Rachel (5th grade)
and Allison (3rd grade) for repeatedly
reminding me that if they could vote they
would vote for me even if no one else did,
which goes a long way with me.

I would like to thank our friends for
every role they filled, whether sending e-
mails of support throughout the commu-
nity, hosting a lawn sign, handing out
flyers, hosting a coffee, or all of the above.
And I would like to thank everyone who
voted for me. I really appreciate your great
support. I am counting on the community
of Westfield to make sure that I continue to
stand for everything I said I would – fiscal
responsibility, transparency and accessi-
bility – each and every day.

I look forward to working closely with
the current board members, the adminis-
tration and all of the PTOs and offer my

sincere congratulations to Jane Clancy
for retaining her seat and to Dave Finn for
his new appointment to the board as well.
Dave and I have a lot of work to do given
the knowledge gap created by the depar-
ture of two long-standing members who
decided not to seek re-election. We surely
have some big shoes to fill and we are
eager to get started.

My e-mail remains available to the
Westfield community for any comments
or questions: Mattessich-for-
BOE@comcast.net.

Rich Mattessich
Westfield
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More Government/Area News

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Corzine Approval Rating
Drops in Latest Poll

A new Quinnipiac University poll
has reported that New Jersey voters
disapprove of the job Governor Jon
Corzine has done by a margin of 54 to
37 percent, “the highest disapproval
ever measured for a New Jersey Gov-
ernor,” according to the poll. Mr.
Corzine trails Republican Chris
Christie, 54-37 percent, and is tied a
41 percent with GOP candidate Steve
Lonegan.

Christie, Lonegan to Debate
On TV May 12 and May 17

Republican Gubernatorial candi-
dates Chris Christie and Steve Lonegan
will debate on New Jersey Network on
Tuesday, May 12, and on WABC and
WPVI on Sunday, May 17. The two
are required to participate in the de-
bates because they accepted public
campaign matching funds.

‘Joe the Plumber’ to Headline
Rally in Clark for Lonegan

Republican Gubernatorial candi-
date will host an event with “Joe the
Plumber” at a rally on Tuesday, May
5, at the Deutscher Club in Clark.
Tickets run between $50 and $1,000
per person.
Cranford SID Board Hikes Tax

For Downtown Properties
The Cranford Downtown Manage-

ment Corporation (DMC) board has
approved raising the special improve-
ment district (SID) assessment to $.25
per $100 of property value in the
downtown this week from $.20 per
$100 of property value downtown.

Matos, McGreevey to
Split $135K Pension Fund

Former first lady Dina Matos and
her ex-husband, former Governor
Jim McGreevey, will split Mr.
McGreevey’s $135,000 pension
fund, according an Associated Press
report. The money is in addition to

$110,000 Ms. Matos was awarded
when a judge split the couple’s mari-
tal assets.

Torricelli’s Name Mentioned
In Cuomo Probe of Hevesi

Former New Jersey United States
Senator Robert Torricelli’s name has
come up in connection to a pension
corruption investigation being con-
ducted by New York Attorney Gen-
eral Andrew Cuomo, according to a
New York Times report.

 Mr. Torricelli did work from 2005
to 2008 for Searle & Company, a
Connecticut-based investment firm
that employed Hank Morris, a former
political adviser to former New York
State comptroller Alan Hevesi, who
was indicted last month along with
the top investment officer of the New
York pension fund. A spokesman for
Mr. Torricelli said the former sena-
tor “has no financial or business re-
lationship with Alan Hevesi or Hank
Morris” but has cooperated with Mr.
Cuomo’s investigation.

NJ ELEC Prohibits Use of
Campaign Funds for Legal Bills

The New Jersey Election Law En-
forcement Commission (ELEC) has
approved rule changes that will pro-
hibit elected officials  from using
their campaign funds to pay their
legal bills in criminal cases.

The decision is in response to a
case involving former Senattor Wayne
Bryant (D-Camden). Bryant, con-
victed on federal corruption charges
in November, had asked ELEC
whether he could spend $640,000 in
campaign funds to pay for his de-
fense.

The newspaper reported that former
Senators Sharp James (D-Essex) and
former Senator Joseph Coniglio (D-
Bergen) used their campaign ac-
counts to pay the bills in their corrup-
tion cases.

More Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Superintendent Thanks Voters
For Passing SPF School Budget

It is with sincere appreciation that I
thank the voters of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood for their support of the 2009-
2010 school budget. Given the economic
constraints being felt throughout our state
and communities, I am particularly grate-
ful for this vote which will enable us to
continue the fine programs that our com-
munity expects and values.

In these uncertain times, we need to
provide our children with stability in
order that they can continue their impor-
tant job of learning. Our students di-
rectly benefit from living in a commu-
nity that is committed to supporting
strong public education. We value
partnering with our parents who entrust
us with their children and the dedication
of our teachers, supervisors, administra-
tors and staff who are committed to our
students’ success.

I commend the Board of Education for
their focused vision on developing a bud-
get that balances the needs of our students
with sensitivity to those who bear the
costs. They worked tirelessly to educate

the public about our budget. My thanks
go to our PTAs for their efforts to inform
our families and community members.
This teamwork is a hallmark of our fine
communities of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.

Congratulations to Trip Whitehouse
and Betty Anne Woerner for their reelec-
tion to the board and to our newly elected
Board member Karen Kulikowski. I am
also pleased that David Gorbunoff has
been appointed by the Board of Educa-
tion to fill the vacancy of the one-year
term. We welcome Dr. Kulikowski and
Mr. Gorbunoff as they join a dedicated
Board of Education who diligently chal-
lenges themselves to do only what is best
for the children and families of our dis-
trict.

Passing the budget permits us to keep
our focus on education. Thank you Scotch
Plains and Fanwood for your continuing
support of public education.

Margaret Hayes
Superintendent of SP-F Schools

Rep. Lance Supports
Renewable Energy Act
WASHINGTON, D.C. – In honor

of Earth Day 2009, Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th, Union) has announced
his support for bipartisan legislation
known as the “American Renewable
Energy Act” (H.R. 890). The bill
would establish a renewable electric-
ity standard (RES) to help ensure
America is generating a quarter of its
electricity from clean energy sources
by 2025.

“This important legislation will help
protect our environment while mov-
ing us closer toward energy security
and independence through investment
in renewable energy,” Mr. Lance said.
“If we want to get serious about alter-
native energy we have got to rely more
on clean, renewable energy sources
like wind, solar and geothermal. In
New Jersey, our state is leading the
nation in supporting and investing in
renewable energy programs. Estab-
lishing a federal renewable electricity
standard will help other areas of the
country to follow our lead.”

He said the legislation would cre-
ate a national renewable electricity
standard (RES) that calls for generat-
ing 25 percent of electricity from
renewable sources like wind, solar
and geothermal by 2025. Recently,
Mr. Lance joined environmental or-
ganizations, business leaders and la-
bor unions in a special energy public
forum to discuss renewable energy
and its impact on the economy.

“When it comes to protecting our
environment, every day should be
Earth Day,” Mr. Lance said.

St. Paul’s Plans Early
Childhood Art Show
WESTFIELD – St. Paul’s Day

School will host an art show on
Wednesday, May 6, to exhibit the
creative side of students.

Through the direction of art teacher
Margaret Collins, who received her
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from
Parson’s School of Design, the young
artists have used many media to ex-
press their individual ideas and feel-
ings.

Art will be on display throughout
the day on May 6. To learn more, call
(908) 233-5417.

Premiere Stages at Kean
Announces its 2009 Season

UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University will present a dynamic
mix of plays, all of which are new
works. The season features a staged
reading of an important new play
about the Lost Boys of Sudan, contin-
ues with a new comedy that explores
the question “What if Washington
Never Crossed the Delaware?” and
culminates with the Winner of the
2009 Premiere Stages Play Festival.

The season also features family-
friendly musical-theatre productions
as well as special initiatives for chil-
dren and students.

In the new comedy Duck Crossing,
George Washington has set out across
the Delaware River to attack the sleep-
ing Hessians and turn the tide of war,
but the river freezes over when Wash-
ington and his men are only halfway
across.

In this new comedy, the rebels con-
template their escape from the icy
river, knowing full well that the future
of the country hangs in the balance.

In September, Premiere Stages will
present Any Other Name, a compelling
new play about a struggling poet who
visits his idol in search of inspiration
but instead unleashes a madness that
feeds his insatiable hunger for fame.

In Lost Boy Found in Whole Foods,
Gabriel, an optimistic and
hardworking “Lost Boy” from Suda,n
meets Christine, a suburban mother
in desperate need of attention. What
begins as an unlikely friendship soon
becomes an unbreakable bond that
forever changes the pair and leads
them toward a better understanding
of their place in the world.

Premiere Stages also offers Camp
Premiere, an interactive camp expe-
rience for middle-school students,
which runs from Monday, July 20,
through Friday, July 30.

To call the box office, call (908)
737-SHOW or visit kean.edu/
premierestages.

Chansonettes Begin
Spring Concert Tour
WESTFIELD – The Chansonettes

of Westfield will begin their tour for
the upcoming spring season, “Happi-
ness Is,” on Tuesday, May 5, at Sun-
rise Assisted Living in Westfield.

The program will feature songs
celebrating the joy and happiness that
singing brings, including “Put on a
Happy Face,” “America the Beauti-
ful,” “Come Rain or Come Shine”
and “Side by Side.”

The tour will continue on Wednes-
day, May 6, at Winchester Gardens in
Maplewood; Tuesday, May 12, at the
Chelsea Warren; Wednesday, May 13,
at Westfield Senior Housing; and
Wednesday, May 20, at Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital.

The Chansonettes is an all-women’s
choral group that began more than 60
years ago. Currently the group, which
performs a holiday and spring con-
cert series each year, rehearses once a
week at the Presbyterian Church on
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, under
the direction of Jean Schork and ac-
companied by Mel Freda.

To learn more, call presidents
Nancy Vickers and Claudia Osborne
at (908) 654-8675 or (908) 232-0477,
respectively.

More Arts & Community

Historical Society Holds
Fashion Show, Victorian Tea

Rahway Riverfront Park
Cleanup Tomorrow Friday

RAHWAY – “Thinking globally
and acting locally” is the theme in the
effort to cleanup Rahway Riverfront
Park in the City of Rahway. The
Rahway River Association is team-
ing up with Union County Utilities
Authority (UCUA) and Covanta En-
ergy on Friday, May 1 to remove
invasive plants, pick up litter, collect
man made materials and tidy the trails
of the Riverside Park along the
Rahway River, located on Lawrence
Avenue in Rahway.

Friday’s events begin at 10:30 a.m.
with opening remarks followed by a
kick off lunch at 12:30 p.m. with
children from the JFK Community
Center the efforts at 3:30 p.m.

An expansion of the butterfly gar-
den will be developed as well. Com-
posed of native plants that provide
food for butterflies, beneficial insects,
bees and songbirds, the garden will
provide color and fragrances through
the season. The garden was designed
by the Rahway River Association’s
Executive Director Dennis Miranda
and will be planted by Covanta En-
ergy and Union County Utilities Au-
thority volunteers.

“The RRA Board of Trustees are
proud of the generous contributions
made by Covanta Energy and the
excellent support provided by the
Union County Utilities Authority,”
Mr. Miranda said.

UCUA Executive Director Sunil
K. Garg said the UCUA is “pleased to
offer this opportunity to our employ-
ees to engage in this community ser-
vice for to benefit our partners and
community neighbors.”

Rahway Riverfront Park is part of
the Rahway River Greenway pro-
posed by the Rahway River Associa-

tion and created in the mid 1990s
when the Union County facility was
constructed. During the height of
spring migration, dozens of species
of songbird can be heard singing from
the treetops or flitting on the branches
in search of insects. In 2008, New
Jersey threatened Osprey bred on
nearby Staten Island and used this
stretch of the Rahway River to feed
their young.

In the event of rain, the cleanup
will be held on Tuesday, May 5.

KENILWORTH – The Kenilworth
Historical Society will present “Her
Ladyship’s Wardrobe,” a fashion show
and Victorian tea, on Saturday, May
2, at the Kenilworth Gospel Chapel,
103 South 23rd Street, Kenilworth.

The afternoon event will begin at
noon and include a Victorian Tea,
complete with sandwiches and des-
sert, plus an interactive fashion show
featuring an extensive museum-qual-
ity collection of ladies’ gowns, hats
and accessories from the Victorian,
Edwardian and Deco eras.

Admission is $25. Guests may bring
their favorite teacups to display and
use during the Tea if they wish to do
so.

“Her Ladyship’s Wardrobe” fash-
ion show will be presented by fashion
history expert and collector Sue
Quincannon. Dressed in full Victo-
rian costume, Ms. Quincannon will
take guests on a visual walk through
history, contrasting the Victorian,
Edwardian and Deco fashion styles
and discussing the etiquette and cus-
toms of each time period.

Advance ticket purchases are rec-
ommended, as seating is limited. Tick-
ets can be obtained at Especially Yours
Florist, 13 North 20th Street,
Kenilworth, or by calling (908) 709-
0434 or (908) 245-1467.

Proceeds will benefit the
Kenilworth Historical Society’s on-
going project to restore the local 19th-
century Oswald J. Nitschke House
and transform it into a living history
museum and cultural arts center.

The Kenilworth Historical Society
is an independent, non-profit, tax-
exempt organization dedicated to the
research, preservation and interpre-
tation of local history and culture.

The Kenilworth Gospel Chapel is
an independent community Bible
church with a congregation of ap-
proximately 165 adults and children.
The chapel was constructed in 1936
by a number of chapel members, in-
cluding the family of local pioneer
James Arthur, who built many homes
in the area during the late 19th/early
20th centuries and founded the New
Orange Park residential project.

Flag Day Nature Walk Set
For June 14 at Fairview

WESTFIELD – All residents in the
area are welcome to join in a one-
hour nature walk at Fairview Cem-
etery and Arboretum on Sunday, June
14, at 2 p.m. Fairview is proud to have
been accepted as an Institutional
Member of the American Associa-
tion of Botanical Gardens and Arbo-
reta.

Thomas Ombrello, the senior pro-
fessor of the biology department at
Union County College who has taught
Plant and Environmental Science,
General Biology and Zoology at the
college for 34 years, will guide the
tour.

Mr. Ombrello and his students have
identified and tagged more than 60
species of trees at Fairview. The walk
can accommodate 50 guests on a firs-

come basis and will start from the
Fairview offices at 1100 East Broad
Street in Westfield. A “Welcome Gar-
den” awaits visitors just inside the
gates.

In honor of Flag Day, there will
also be a drawing for the prize of a
large flag of stars and stripes.

To reserve a space, call (908) 232-
0781 Monday through Friday from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. The walk will proceed
rain or shine. Attendees are urged to
wear comfortable walking shoes.
After the walk, Mr. Ombrello will
answer questions and light refresh-
ments will be served.

Fairview has never employed a sales
force, and the walk is offered solely
for the education, entertainment, and
enjoyment of interested guests.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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CLASSIFIEDS HOME HEALTH AIDE NEEDED

Aide needed part-time or full-time
in Westfield to assist elderly
woman with personal care, meal
prep and light cleaning/
laundry. Hours are flexible.
Possible live-in. English a must.
Local references required.

Call (908) 654-0446 or
(973) 715-3332 or e-mail

evan@smappraisals.com

PERFECT CLEANING!!!

I offer cleaning services
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly
Honest, relilable, energetic

Experienced
References if needed

Phone: (908) 275-7377

REAL ESTATE ASSISTANT

Fast paced job req excellent
interpersonal, organizational &
communication skills, proficiency
in Microsoft, desktop publishing &
web-based apps - professional
yet street savvy, flexible, fast
learner, able to work
independently. NJ Real Estate
License req. 20 hours/week, M-F
10-2, guaranteed @ $14/hr - addtl
hrs incl wkends sometimes rqd.
Westfield office. Email resume to
maryaliceryan@comcast.net.

CONDO FOR SALE / RENT

Here is a rare opportunity!
The best reasonably priced
2 Bedroom, 2 Bath condominium
in Westfield. Walk to everything
you need, but quiet stylish location.
Must be seen to appreciate!
(908) 233-6653 or (908) 233-7670

MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE SALE

Saturday, May 2, 8AM-2PM
652 Willowgrove Rd, Westfield

Furniture, Household Items,
Antiques, Harley D. Motorcycle

Don’t Miss it!

MINDFIELDING AND ART

Revolutionary Education
based on new philosophy

Leading to:
* A great soul

* Outstanding creativity
* Outstanding leadership

* A new career
* Great health

* Away from distraction
15yrs or older

email for brochure:
ron.1800@yahoo.com

SUMMER TUTORING

Offering Summer Tutoring in any
Math, Physics, Chemistry,
Biology and Statistics Course
through High School Level.

Contact Ross Kleiman at
(908) 868-4579 for details

OFFICE FOR RENT

Beautiful executive office
for rent in Scotch Plains.
$775.00 per month incls internet -
telephone. Two conference
rooms, recept. area and more.
Ideal for attorney or any service
professional. Great location.
Call Joe Farella at (908) 322-5423.

2003 CADILLAC DEVILLE

49,500 mles, 1 owner. Immaculate
Condition, must see. Onstar,
power heated seatsV-8 extended
warranty. $9,500. Must Sell!

(908) 581-4263

GARAGE SALE

Garage Sale - electronics,
jewlery, handbags & more!

2334 MountainAve
Scotch Plains. 10am-3pm
NO EARLY BIRDS PLEASE

NEED HELP WITH MATH?

Skilled, experienced, patient NJ
certified math teacher can
help you increase your
understanding of math and
improve your grades and test
results. Can tutor all phases of
math, elementary through
calculus, as well as SAT and
other test prep. Available
now and during summer.
Please call Mel at (732) 603-9521. FREELANCERS  WANTED

Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trust wor-
thy, honest, reliable house clean-
ing, very hard working & detail
oriented. Take pleasure in what i
like to do. 5 years exp,good prices.
(973) 583-8997 or (973) 878-2181

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

GENERAL HELP WANTED

Mystery shoppers - Earn up to
$150/ day. Undercover shoppers
needed to judge retail and dining
establishments. Experience not
required. Call (877) 679-6773.

SPECTACULAR

Window Treatments
Interior Designing

by a Professional Designer
Free Consultation

(732) 726-0241

SEASIDE PK- SUMMER RENT

1 blk from beach, LR, EIK, 3 BRs,
2 Full Baths, C/A, newly reno-
vated, bay/marina view, outdoor
shower, beach badges included!

 (908) 654-0919

FOR SALE

Lots(2) of eight graves each origi-
nally purchased in 1913. Lots on a
hill in desirable older section.

Call Fairview Cemetery
Westfield

(908) 232-0781

READING TUTOR SERVICES

Certified Reading Specialist,
Pre-K thru 8

Call Carol at (908) 889-2175

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield, Northside. Attractive
2 BR 2 bath duplex with garage.
Lovely residential area, near town
& transportation. CAC, W/D,
updated kitchen with granite
counters, SS appls. Beautiful
HrdWd Flrs. $1950/mo.+utils.
(908) 568-1217 No Fee.

Wkshp Explains App.
Process for Arts Grants

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders invites
community arts organizations, schools,
libraries, health and social service agen-
cies and other non-profit organizations
to attend a grant-writing workshop on
Thursday, May 7.

The program will begin at 7 p.m. in
the Union County Administration
Building Annex, located at 300 North
Avenue East, in Westfield.

The free workshop will provide spe-
cific information and guidelines for
completing applications for the Union
County FY2010 Local Arts Grant Pro-
gram. Funds for this program are made
available through the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts, Department of
State, a partner agency of the National
Endowment for the Arts.

All non-profit groups and arts orga-
nizations that wish to offer an arts project
to the public are eligible to apply for
grant funds. Arts activities taking place
between January 1 and December 31,
2010 are eligible for consideration.

To register for the free May 7 work-
shop, or for information about other
programs and services, contact the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs at (908) 558-2550 or
e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

For honest
reliable
quality
work…

Ed
The Boys

&

Kitchens • Baths

Basements • Additions

Home Renovations and More

973-819-5720

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

TILE
Repair

732-381-6635

Tune-Up your Grout and Caulk
for Sale of your Home

•Bathroom Tile
•Grouting & Caulking
•Re-Glue Loose Tiles
•Reset Soap Dishes

•Small Jobs

* HEPA vacuum filters used in Interior & Exterior 

* Plastering               * Wood Stripping 95% to bear wood

* Window Cleaning              * Professional Skim Coating  

* Wallpaper Hanging & Removal            * Faux Painting

* Sheetrock & Spackling             * Gutter Cleaning

* Jobs Completed Neatly and Quickly   

* Free "on the spot" estimates        * House Restoration 

NJHIC #13VH04744100

Seasonal Lawn Maintenance

Landscape Design & Installation

Specializing in Interlocking Pavers

(732) 549-8155

Top Seed Landscaping - 20 Years Experience

         Fully Insured       NJHIC # 13VH03569700

Landscaping

Established 1984

Architectural Trimwork

Porches • Kitchens

Renovations

Baths

908-654-3444

Kelly Carpentry llC
Custom Home Improvement
Library • Cabinetry • Home Theater

Entertainment Center • Bedroom Window Seat

Walk-In Closet • Finished Basement • Wine Cellar

908-209-0104
brogankelly@comcast.net

Lic# 13VH03942000  •  Free Consultation

5 Year Labor Warranty

DK
Home

Improvement

Interior & Exterior
Renovation

732-727-1388
Licensed  & Insured

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Licensed
Insured
Free estimates

Giordano & Daughter’s

18 years experience
local resident

Quality Work for a Reasonable Price

Kitchens
Windows
Tilework

Baths
Decks
Siding

732-815-1174
Ask for Mike

No Job
too small

Basements

908-654-0924
Chris Baker

Builders & Housewrights
Master Builders

REMODELING

RESTORATION RENOVATION

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS

• DRYWALL • PAINTING
• CARPENTRY • FLOORING

• BATHROOMS

(908) 347 – 4332
LICENSE# 13VH03300300  FULLY INSURED

Ron Lester LLC Home Improvements
908-246-5664

Want it Done Now?  I beat any price.

BATHROOMS, DRYWALL, WINDOWS, DOORS, ALL WOOD WORK,
IN AND OUT, DECKS, PERGOLAS , YOU NAME IT! Hang your HD TV TOO!

Westfield, Mountainside, Cranford References

Why is your neighbor smiling.?..he called me!   Senior disc.
Pay upon completion, and total satisfaction. Licensed/Insured

$50 off any job $250 or more!

KITCHEN REMODELING
I CAN BEAT THE BIG BOX STORE PRICES

AND SHOW YOU HOW YOU CAN SAVE MONEY!!!
All work is done by the owner - no crews

30 years PROFESSIONAL cabinetry experience
Also ask about bathrooms, finished basements, tile work,

replacement doors & windows. FREE ESTIMATES
DRESSLER CONTRACTING

NJ License # 13VH02799700

908-755-4247

Steps • Sidewalks • Patios
• Retaining Walls 

 • Stonework • Pavers  
• Waterproofing 
• Small Repairs

E-mail: basilemasonry@comcast.net

773 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

Call Today for a
Free Consultation:

1-877-771-KING

Professional
Basement Remodeling
That’s Fit For a King

www.basement-king.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, April 28, 2009
there was introduced, read for the first
time, and passed on such first reading, the
following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE DELETING
SUBSECTION 19-4.2 OF
CHAPTER XIX LAND USE
PROCEDURES OF THE RE-
VISED GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS, 1978

Purpose: Subsection 19-4.2 Appeals
from Zoning Board of Adjustment to Town-
ship Council of Chapter XIX Land Use
Procedures  to be deleted in its entirety as
New Jersey State Land Use regulations,
statutes and laws permit the filing of an
appeal to the Superior Court, Law Division
in Union County of any final decision of the
Zoning Board of Adjustment approving an
application for development. After careful
review by the Mayor and Township Coun-
cil it was determined that the appeal rights
set forth in the New Jersey Land Use
regulations, laws and statutes are suffi-
cient to protect the citizens of the Town-
ship.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, May 12, 2009 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Build-
ing, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 4/30/09, The Times Fee: $43.35

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday,
April 28, 2009 the following ordinances
entitled:

AN ORDINANCE PERMIT-
TING GAMES OF CHANCE ON
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 6,
2009 IN THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SECTION 2-25.5 OF THE RE-
VISED GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS 1978
ESTABLISHING A RATE
SCHEDULE AND ADMINIS-
TRATIVE FEE FOR EXTRA
DUTY POLICE ASSIGN-
MENTS

were adopted on second and final read-
ing.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 4/30/09, The Times Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 5/21/09, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Demolition of Buildings and Asbestos Removal Contract #3-2009; Rt. 22 Section 12,
Park Avenue/Bonnie Burn Road; Parcels 8 & 17, Scotch Plains Township and Watchung
Borough; Union and Somerset Counties; 100% State UPC NO: 989040; DP No: 09123

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and
Executive Order No. 117 within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order
No: 117 is effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders
must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids. The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 4/30/09, 5/7/09 and 5/14/09, The Leader Fee: $205.02

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains has deter-
mined that it is in the best interest of the
taxpayers to utilize the services of a con-
sulting systems administrator for the pur-
pose of continuity and security of the
Township’s computer systems which in-
clude, but are not limited to, Administra-
tion, Public Works, Police, and Fire; and

WHEREAS,  the security of the
Township’s integrated computer system,
includes the police department and other
related state and federal law enforcement/
security agencies and provides security
and service to the Township’s Financial
systems, in addition to the system associ-
ated with tax collection; and

WHEREAS, this computer system needs
to be maintained and upgraded so as to
provide a state-of-the-art secure environ-
ment, as well as to keep up with innovative
and industry standards for providing the
highest and best security and maintenance
to the Township; and

WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted a
Resolution on January 10, 2006, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq., known
as the “New Jersey Campaign Contribu-
tions and Expenditures Reporting Act”,
which established a fair and open process
for the award of certain contracts with a
value in excess of $17,500.00 per year
where those contracts are not subject to
public bidding or competitive contracting
under the New Jersey Local Public Con-
tract Law; and

WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications
and proposals for said contract were ad-
vertised at least ten (10) days before the
proposals were to be submitted; and

WHEREAS, the Township Manager and
Township Clerk received and opened the
proposals in public and the Township
Council has evaluated the proposals on
the basis of being the most advantageous
to the Township of Scotch Plains, price
and other factors being considered; and

WHEREAS, the evaluation considered,
as to each proposal:

1.  Experience and reputation in the field;

2.  Knowledge of the Township of Scotch
Plains and the subject matter to be ad-
dressed under the contract;

3.  Ability to accommodate any required
on-site and/or telecommunication service
request;

4.  Compensation proposal; and
WHEREAS, Orion System Integrators

submitted a proposal in the amount of
$75.00 per hour flat; and,

WHEREAS, Orion System Integrators
is familiar with the Township’s computer
systems and has provided quality services
for the Township to date; and,

WHEREAS, this contract is awarded as
an exception to the competitive bidding
process, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
5(dd), as it is a contract for performance of
goods or services for the support and
maintenance of proprietary computer hard-
ware and software; and

WHEREAS, funds have been certified
for these services by the Chief Financial
Officer of the Township of Scotch Plains.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township
Council of the Township of Scotch Plains,
as follows, based upon the aforesaid evalu-
ation:

Orion System Integrators P.O. Box 155,
Kendall Park, New Jersey 08824 be and is
hereby retained to provide the aforemen-
tioned computer services to the Township
at a cost as follows:
Department of Inspections/ $10,000

Administration
Department of Public Property 7,500
Fire Department 5,000
Police Department 10,000
Recreation 7,500

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that cop-
ies of this Resolution be forwarded to Orion
System Integrators, Police Chief Brian
Mahoney; David Luce, Police Department;
Lori Majeski, Director of Finance; Jonathan
P. Ellis, Fire Chief; Raymond Poerio, Di-
rector of Parks and Recreation; and Rob-
ert LaCosta, Construction Official & Zon-
ing Officer, and Kevin Ward, Director of
Public Property

Township of Scotch Plains
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 4/30/09, The Times Fee: $88.74

PUBLIC NOTICE

WSO Home Tour
To Highlight Savannah

WESTFIELD – In addition to an
invitation to tour five diverse area homes,
tickets to the 25th Annual Tour of No-
table Homes, to be presented by The
Friends of Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra on May 16, will offer some new
extras.

A premier location on the tour, the
exclusive Savannah, a building designed
for senior adults situated amid the vital-
ity of downtown Westfield, will not
only feature one of its sophisticated
condominium homes. It will also be the
venue for a series of presentations by
professional designers under the head-
ing “A Sophisticated Approach to De-
signing Your Home.”

Ticket holders will be entitled to
choose one of the 30- to 40-minute
presentations and have the opportunity
to see and shop in a one-day-only bou-
tique featuring the trendy new works of
MacKenzie-Childs, now marketed as
Victoria and Richard Emprise.

According to Carole Leone, who is
producing the Savannah portion of the
tour, “Participants are sure to be pleased
by the selection of educational experi-
ences ‘The Friends’ are offering and
entranced by the whimsical, one-of-a-
kind and or limited edition house wares
from the Victoria and Richard Emprise
collection as usually seen only in up-
scale stores and boutiques across the
nation.”

An “At Home with Feng Shui,” pre-
sentation by Suzy Minken, home stag-
ing consultant and head of her own
firm, Best in Showing, will provide
insight into the 4,000-year-old Feng
Shui tradition, which she characterizes
as “All about making change in a home
to create a more positive energy flow,
resulting in a healthier sense of well-
being.”

Ms. Minken’s presentation will also
highlight home staging techniques to
maximize the property’s appeal.

Jennifer Dengel, a professional deco-
rator whose own home is included on

the tour, intends to lead a lively discus-
sion about the techniques of getting a
room “started.”

Ms. Dengel will explain the process
of creating the “truest and most per-
sonal space possible.” Resources and
recommendations for reading material
will be shared.

The owner of Ingridable (ok) De-
sign, Ingrid Heil, who holds numerous
credentials in interior design and has
transformed locations from Germany
to South Africa as well as the United
States, will discuss “The Frill of it All.”
She said her presentation would pro-
vide an introduction to design for home
staging, covering such essentials as
packaging the product, romancing the
buyer, boosting the perceived value and
differentiating a house from the com-
petition.

Long-time member of ‘The Friends’
Helen Reichlin, who holds certifica-
tion as a Master Windows Professional,
will provide what she refers to as “cut-
ting-edge” information on the always-
evolving world of home decorating,
using accessories such as tassels, cord-
ing, tapes and fringe. Samples will be
available along with a large display of
international trims.

Tickets for the 2009 Tour of Notable
Homes, which include a choice of an
associated lecture and access to Victoria
and Richard Emprise boutique, are
available at $25 each when purchased
prior to May 16, after which they will
be sold at $30.

They are now available at Burgdorff
Realtors, Coldwell Banker Realtors,
Weichert Realtors, Baron’s Drug Store,
The Town Book Store, The Town Bank
Of Westfield, Irma’s Hallmark of
Fanwood, Periwinkle’s Fine Gifts of
Cranford and Christoffers Flowers of
Mountainside.

For further information about the
Tour of Notable Homes or Friends of
the WSO, call (908) 232-9400 or go to
westfieldsymphony.org.

TRANSPORTED TO THE SAVANNAH...The Tour of Notable Homes, which
serves as a fundraiser for the Westfield Symphony Orchestra, will feature the
Savannah of Westfield, a building designed for senior adults, above.

Young Protégés to Star;
Video-Game Composer to Premiere Work

WESTFIELD – This Saturday, May
2, at 8 p.m., at the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center in Rahway, the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO)
presents the Grand Finale of a major
new initiative – the Stars of Tomorrow
Tri-State Concerto Competition – where
three exemplary young musical
protégés will compete for a grand prize
of $3,000.

Each of the young finalists will per-
form a movement of their chosen con-
certo with the WSO. The finals will be
judged by a panel of four jurors and a
collective single-majority vote of the
audience. Members of the public are
encouraged to come to the finals and
cast votes for their choice of winner.
Should the jury be deadlocked, the
audience vote will be decisive.

Seventeen-year-old piano finalist
Andrew Sun will perform the first move-
ment of Beethoven’s Piano Concerto
No. 5 (Emperor). Currently a senior at
West Windsor-Plainsboro High School
North, Andrew began his piano studies
at the age of 6, and studies with Chiu-
ling Lin. He has received awards from
several competitions, including the
American Fine Arts Festival, and has
appeared at Carnegie Hall and Lincoln
Center.

Sixteen-year-old finalist Jared
Harrison from Richmondville, N.Y.,
will present the first movement of Carl
Nielsen’s concerto for flute and orches-
tra. Jared began flute studies at the age
of 10. Eclectic in his musical tastes and

abilities, Jared plays flute in the high
school’s symphony orchestra, sym-
phonic band and jazz band. Since the
age of 13, Jared has been a member of
the Empire State Youth Orchestra and
is currently the principal flutist.

Performing the first movement of
Mendelssohn’s concerto in E minor,
violin finalist Matthew Kimura began
his studies at the age of 6 at the C.W.
Post Suzuki program under the direc-
tion of Pat Rudoff. At the age of 9,
Matthew began studying under the guid-
ance of Elizabeth Chang at the School
for Strings in New York City and cur-
rently attends the Pre-College Division
at The Juilliard School of Music, where
he continues to work under the tutelage
of Ms. Chang.

The May 2 concert will also present
the world premiere of “Celebration for
Orchestra” by contemporary composer
Jeffery Briggs. Best known for his
award-winning multimedia scores, Mr.
Briggs has partnered on the production
and release of iconic computer games
like Sid Meier’s Civilization, Coloni-
zation, Alpha Centauri, Gettysburg and
Pirates.

“The WSO is proud to premiere ‘Cel-
ebration for Orchestra,’” said David
Wroe, conductor of the WSO. “This is
a stunning fusion work that is both
exciting to perform and to hear.”

 The evening culminates with a WSO
presentation of Beethoven’s Symphony
No.7.

Tickets may be purchased directly
from the WSO office, located at 224
East Broad Street, or by calling the box
office at (908) 232-9400.

Tickets are also available at UCPAC,
Westfield’s Town Book Store and Mar-
tin Jewelers in Cranford. To learn more,
call (908) 232 9400, e-mail
wso@westfieldsymphony.org or go to
westfieldsymphony.org

Ovarian Cancer: A Promising
New Clinical Study

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Dr. Stephen DeFelice,
equal parts physician and poet, has dedi-
cated his life to advancing medical discov-
ery. After exhausting countless concepts
on reticent editorial boards, politicians and
supposed intellectuals, only to be thwarted
by red tape and indifference, his latest
hypothesis, one which could lead to a new
approach in treating ovarian cancer, may
have been accelerated through sheer dumb
luck and an inclination to entertain – both
himself and others.

Enjoying Chinese food at Cathay 22 in
Springfield one evening, the doctor over-
heard the celebration of a woman’s 100th
birthday. Not missing an opportunity to
put on the charm, he moseyed over and
began to sing to the lucky centenarian.

As fate would have it, the doctor was
singing to the mother-in-law of Dr. Ernest
Federici, program director of the Seton
Hall Internal Medicine Residency Pro-
gram, and fellow Westfield resident.

The M.D.s began talking shop, and Dr.
DeFelice floated an idea: administering
carnitine – a naturally occurring substance
that transports fatty acids into the mito-
chondria, where they are metabolized to
produce energy – to those with late-stage
ovarian cancer.

During the Vietnam War, Dr. DeFelice
had worked with a cardiovascular phar-
macologist at the Walter Reed Army In-
stitute of Research (WRAIR), where they
conducted animal studies that showed
that carnitine dramatically reversed myo-
cardial ischemia (lack of oxygen to the
heart.) At WRAIR, Dr. DeFelice also
postulated and later experienced that in-
corporating carnitine with Adriamycin
(doxorubicin), an anti-cancer drug, upped
its cancer-fighting properties. He was
excited by the “dual-mechanism action”
that carnitine possesses; it can increase
Adriamycin’s tumor-kill capacity as well
as decrease its toxicity.

This unfortunately, for 30 years, was
where the story ended for Dr. DeFelice,
who was stymied in any efforts to find a
company or organization to sponsor a
clinical trial to determine whether this
premise would hold true in human cancer
patients.

For a man who examines life, in all its
physicality, down to a molecular level,
Dr. DeFelice employs heavier doses of
art and metaphysicality into his thought
processes. The words of the philosopher
John Dewey are rather apropos. He once
said, “Every great advance in science has
issued from a new audacity of imagina-
tion.” While imagination is not a scarce
resource for the doctor, good fortune had
been.

Then about a year ago, a 24-year-old
hostess at the Plainfield County Club was
stricken by ovarian cancer.

“This bonafide tragedy really hit me
hard, and I decided I had to give it one
more try,” Dr. DeFelice said. “I arranged
for a study at Vanderbilt University to test
the drugs on their cell-killing effect on
human ovarian cancer culture cells. The
results were unexpectedly dramatic. Not
only did carnitine increase the kill capac-
ity of Adriamycin, but it also had its own
impressive cell-killing effect. With my
batteries recharged, I tried, without suc-
cess, to find a company to sponsor the
clinical study. I was about to call it quits
when I ran into Dr. Federici at Cathay
22”.

Who knew that potential scientific
breakthroughs begin after a course of
dumplings and fried rice on Route 22?

Dr. Federici was more than receptive
to Dr. DeFelice’s idea, putting him in
touch with members of the fellowship
program on hematology (blood) and on-
cology (cancer), which is run between
three area hospitals – St. Michael’s, St.
Joseph’s and Trinitas.

Dr. Federici told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that he does not mind being a “catalyst”
for a breakthrough. He said Dr. DeFelice’s
concept of using carnitine in conjunction
with Adriamycin, an anti-cancer drug used
in chemotherapy, to limit the toxicity to

the heart has a “realistic possibility” of
making headway.

“It’s probably very worthwhile,” he
said.

If the tests provide evidence that toxic-
ity can be limited through a regimen that
includes carnitine, Dr. Federici has hopes
that patients might become responsive to
higher doses of Adriamycin – sans the
unpleasant side effects.

As a cardiologist, Dr. Federici said he
treats patients who were given previously-
considered “safe” doses of Adriamycin
much earlier in their lives, and still, they
have experienced toxicity to the heart
later.

“There became no safe haven, no safe
dosage that could be given,” he said.

Calling the study a possible “signifi-
cant breakthrough,” he said it might have
application in treating other cancers such
as lymphomas and breast cancer.

Dr. Kashif Ali, chief hematology/on-
cology fellow, will run the study at St.
Joseph’s Regional Medical Center. Dr.
Ali, who trained under Dr. Federici, said
the study is approved, and they are ready
to start accruing their first patients. The
search for patients, however, is quickly
becoming the “hurdle.” The goal, accord-
ing to Dr. Ali, is to have 20 before results
can truly be interpreted.

The study is designed for patients in the
late Stages III – IV of ovarian cancer who
have become resistant to both platinum
and taxane therapy.

Dr. Ali, age 33, is enthused about being
on the precipice of medical discovery.

“I’m definitely excited. There’s evi-
dence this (carnitine) could work with
other chemotherapy agents. There is a
wide scope of uses to expand to when
thinking about toxicity and chemotherapy.
I believe it will reduce toxicity and in-
crease the kill capacity. If this comes true,
we will have a different approach to treat-
ing cancer.”

He also is certain that nothing poten-
tially harmful could come of the study.

“What Dr. DeFelice is doing is already
standard; we’re not giving patients any-
thing less,” Dr. Ali said. “All that’s pro-
posed is adding carnitine.”

He compared taking carnitine to taking
a vitamin, and he said it is quite tolerable.

Doctors will monitor patients and de-
termine whether the combination can re-
duce tumor size over a period of six
months. If tumor size remains the same or
is reduced, then the patient will continue
to receive the therapy for as long as the
beneficial effect continues. Intravenous
carnitine therapy will be given along with
Adriamycin approximately every four
weeks. Oral carnitine will also be taken
daily. The results of the study will be
compared to historical controls.

The study’s principal investigator and
chairman of the hematology/oncology
department at St. Joseph’s, Dr. Michael
Maroules, whom Dr. DeFelice considers
a “patient-oriented physician,” said ev-
erything to do with the ovarian-cancer
study will “filter” through him. He said he
has hopes that carnitine, which he too
considered “innocuous,” can lower toxic-
ity and increase the efficacy of chemo-
therapy.

Dr. Maroules took a layered approach
when speaking of his prognostications.

“I’m extremely confident we won’t see
an increase in toxicity, moderately confi-
dent we will see cardiac toxicity go down,
and reasonably confident it will be as
effective as other treatments out there.”

Dr. Maroules also issued the “bottom
line.”

“If patients have been unresponsive or
failed standard treatments,” Dr. Maroules
said, “it’s mostly not curable. There’s a
chance this is probably not worse than
what’s available, and, who knows, it may
help future patients.”

When asked what would happen if the
study results were positive, Dr. DeFelice
smiled and said, “The very good news is
that both drugs are FDA-approved and
available to doctors, and patients could be
immediately treated.”

Screening of patient volunteers will be
conducted exclusively by Dr. DeFelice, not
the hospital. Those interested in participat-
ing should consult their physicians, who
then can contact Dr. DeFelice through e-
mail at application@carnitine-
cancerpromise.com or by phone at (908)
272-1600. For more information on car-
nitine, including the clinical protocol, visit
carnitine-ovariancancerpromise.com.

It is hoped that some idea of the effec-
tiveness of the combination will be known
by mid-2010.

THE AUDACITY OF IMAGINATION...Dr. Stephen DeFelice, left, and Dr.
Michael Maroules will pioneer a promising study to treat ovarian cancer.

County Recognizes
Talents of Local Artists

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will
recognize local artists and present
awards at a reception on Wednesday,
May 6, at the Eighth Annual Exhibit
and Contest for County of Union
employees and their relatives.

The free reception and awards cer-
emony will begin at 5:30 p.m. at the
Elizabethtown Gas Company, located
at Liberty Hall Center on 1085 Mor-
ris Avenue in Union Township.

The exhibit will be open weekdays
from May 6 to June 1, from 8 a.m. to
6 p.m.

Three prominent artists and arts
professionals, Westfield’s Gina
Minichino (ginaminichino.com), Tom
Stone and Roberto Terrana, will judge
the show.

For more information, call (908)
558-2550 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

County’s Senior Art Show
Wants Artists 60 and Older

COUNTY – Residents of Union
County who are 60 years of age or older
are invited to exhibit an original work
of art – completed within the last three
years – in the annual Union County
Senior Art Show. Entrants may be ei-
ther amateur/non-professional or pro-
fessional in status and they must submit
an application by May 25 to be eligible.

The Union County Senior Art Show,
which starts with an opening recep-
tion, is held from mid-June to mid-
July at the enclosed atrium of the
Elizabethtown Gas Company, located
at 1085 Morris Avenue in Union.

Any person who meets at least two
of the following criteria is considered
a professional: sold the type of art
entered in the exhibition through com-
mercial channels, exhibited in a pro-
fessional gallery, and held professional
membership in a guild or association.

The following categories are eligible:
oil, acrylic, watercolor, pastel, print,
drawing, mixed media, sculpture, com-
puter imagery and photography.

New guidelines require that hang-
ing artwork, craft and photos must be
no more than 36 inches and no less
than 11 inches in height and width,
including matting and outside-edge
frame dimension. Standing sculptures
or 3-D crafts may not exceed 18 inches
in height, width or depth, including
the base.

Three professional artists will judge
the entries. Awards will go to first,
second, third place and honorable men-
tion winners in each category. First-

place winners in all categories go on to
compete in September at the New Jer-
sey State Senior Art Show, which will
take place at the Meadow Lakes retire-
ment community in East Windsor.

To learn more, call (908) 558-2550,
send a fax with name and address to
(908) 352-3513 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org. Relay users can
dial 711. Applications must be re-
turned via mail, e-mail or fax by Mon-
day, May 25.

STARS OF TODAY…From left to right, Matthew Kimura, 15, violin; Jared
Harrison, 16, flute; and Andrew Sun, 17, piano, will compete for the grand prize
of $3,000 in the final of the Stars of Tomorrow Tri-State Concerto competition on
May 2, at Union County Performing Arts Center. Each finalist will perform a
movement of their chosen concerto with the Westfield Symphony Orchestra. The
finals will be judged by a panel of four jurors and a collective single-majority vote
of the audience. Members of the public are strongly encouraged to come to the
finals and cast votes for their choice of winner. Should the jury be deadlocked, the
audience vote will be decisive.

Little Mary Sunshine Opens
This Weekend for WCP

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP) concludes the
2008-2009 season with Rick Besoyan’s
musical comedy Little Mary Sunshine.
The show opens at 8 p.m. this Saturday,
May 2, and continues Friday and Satur-
day evenings May 8, 9, 15, 16, 29 and
30. The 24-hour ticket tape at (908)
232-1221 is now on, and all reserved
seating is $20. The theater is located at
1000 North Avenue, West.

Directed by Drude Roessler of
Westfield, a veteran of multiple pro-
ductions at WCP, she is assisted by
musical director Larry Rothweiler, cho-
reographer Maury Herman and pro-
ducer Kay Macrae.

John Schweska of Westfield is the
dashing captain of the Colorado Rang-
ers, and Jennifer Bacigalupi plays the
object of his affections, Mary Sun-
shine, the owner of the Colorado Inn.

General Oscar Fairfax, the Washing-
ton diplomat with an eye for the ladies,
is played by Steve Lemenille, and Op-
era star Madame Von Liebdich is played
by Arlene Britt.

Joe Rodriguez is Chief Brown Bear,
and his son Yellow Feather is played by
Gregg Mele. Other rangers are A.J.
Meeker, Travis Catrone, Christopher
Murphy and Claudio Venancio, with
Garry Tamburro as Indian Guide Fleet
Foot.

Debbie Barr is Mary’s maid, while
Young Ladies of the Eastchester Fin-
ishing School are played by Andrea
Barr, Rebecca Dias, Mary Jane Ajodah
and Amanda Dreyfuss

Continuing a tradition, “first
nighters” are invited to stay for refresh-
ments with the cast and crew after the
curtain rings down. To learn more, visit
westfieldcommunityplayers.org.
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Charles M. Laskowski  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WHAT’S COOKING?...Chef David Santos of Restaurant Nicholas helps member Dan O’ Grady, third from left,  roll out a mint tagliatellel pasta as other members
chat it up. At right, Chef David Santos of Restaurant Nicholas talks food with member Jeffrey Ehrhardt (Left) of Westfield, while preparing a polenta-based appetizer.
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A Wok on the Wild Side

Mid-April Les Marmitons’ Efforts Will
Benefit New Jersey Food Bank, WF Pantry

By CHARLES M. LASKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — On Monday, April
13, the Cranford chapter of the men’s
culinary club Les Marmitons gathered
at the Kenilworth VFW to enjoy a night
of good food and good company. The
group meets monthly and each time

invites a guest chef to share laughs,
recipes and preparation tips.

This month, the Cranford chapter
gathered under the guidance of chefs
Veronica and David Santos of Westfield.
The couple met while attending the
Culinary Arts Program at Johnson and
Wales University and have been heavily

involved in the restaurant scene ever
since.

Mr. Santos is currently the chef de
cuisine at the top-reviewed eatery in
Red Bank, Restaurant Nicholas, while
Mrs. Santos is involved with El Quinto
Pino, a cozy tapas bar located in the
Chelsea district of New York City.

Unique from the many other local
men’s groups, “everyone (here) gets
together for the love of food,” said
chapter president Richard Dreher. He
added, “We have members from all
walks of life, from lawyers to truck
drivers… It’s like an extended family.”

The evening’s cooking began around
5:30 p.m., with the early members put
to the task of preparing appetizers, as
well as portions of cheese and pasta
from scratch.

As more members arrived to this res-
taurant-simulated environment, they
each became part of a small team re-
sponsible for a portion of the dinner. The
guest chefs directed these teams through
the prep process, all the while imparting
the wisdom and experience of more than
10 years spent in top kitchens.

“They really make this look easy,”
said member Dan O’Grady, who found
himself in a battle with the pasta roller
to reach the right thickness. As the
cooking wound down, the men found
seats at three longs sets of tables.

The teams took turns serving the
group and sharing the recipe tips they
have picked up. While they waited,
discussions bounced from wine shop-
ping to debate over the best steakhouses
in New York City. Listen in for only a
few minutes, and one will have to agree,
these guys are true “foodies.”

The meal closes with a review of
the night’s menu. From the frissee
salad, made with a scratch ricotta
cheese and shaved black truffles,
through beer-braised short ribs on
homemade ciabatta bread and onto a
no-bake cheesecake with a choco-
late-covered pretzel crust, it is easy to
say that everyone ate well.

Through the generosity of group
sponsor Alliant Insurance, the proceeds
from Monday’s dinner will benefit the
New Jersey Community Food Bank of
Hillside and the Westfield Food Pantry.

“It’s an important time to be giving
back… Many more families in our
state are going to need continued sup-
port through these tough times,” Mr.
Dreher said.

The group extended a special thanks
to its guest chefs, the Santoses, for
sharing their skills and expertise. Any
men interested in coming to see what
the Les Marmitons club of Cranford is
all about should contact Mr. Dreher at
rdreher@cranfordmarmitons.org.

By JAYNE BOOK SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It seems that no restaurant has
been able to succeed at 104 East
Broad Street since The China Light.
It’s funny that The China Light suc-
cessfully served low-fat Cantonese-
style food for about 10 years, yet
since then, no other retail establish-
ment has been able to survive for
more than a few years in this prime
location. It’s also interesting that
only restaurants have occupied this
space for the last 21 years.

It is clear that Chinese food is very
popular as there are five takeout Chi-
nese restaurants in Westfield alone.
So, why is there no family-owned
one or franchise such as PF Chang’s
in downtown Westfield?

I believe an Asian restaurant of
this sort would absolutely thrive here.
After all, there seems to be an abun-
dance of sushi restaurants in town,
and all are flourishing.

A casual or an upscale place with
outdoor dining in the summertime –
where patrons would sip tall glasses
of exotic-flavored green teas and
nibble on crunchy noodles dipped in
duck sauce – would simply com-
plete the downtown culinary ambi-
ance.

For some people, it is a tradition to
eat Chinese food on Sunday eve-
nings. However, it isn’t always prac-
tical to go out to dinner, especially
when the children are young. One of
the quickest, easiest, tastiest and most
fun meals to prepare at home is Chi-
nese food. Ok, so a little preparation
is required, but at show time, stir-
frying is a snap.

There are two secrets to cooking
great at-home Chinese food. The first
is to use a well-seasoned wok. That
is, one that is broken in and has not
been scrubbed clean. The second is
to cook the food quickly over a very
high flame. It helps to have a cook
top like a Viking or a Bosch.

Chop the meat and the vegetables
ahead of time and store in baggies in
the refrigerator. Then when it is time
to cook the meal, the actual cooking
time is very little, and the results are
very big.

These three recipes are totally au-
thentic and as good as any dish served
in an ethnic restaurant. The Lo Mein
and Sesame Beef are extremely fast
to prepare and require minimal
preparation. The Orange Chicken is
a little bit more involved as it re-
quires frying the chicken in stages. I
do not recommend making it for
company – unless, of course, you are
a very enthusiastic chef.

SESAME BEEF
WITH ASPARAGUS

*Much of the preparation can be
done in advance for this truly au-
thentic Asian favorite. Prepare the
meat and marinate up to a day in
advance. Preparation time will be
under 15 minutes when ready to
cook. Serve over white rice.

INGREDIENTS
2 pounds pepper or minute steaks

½ cup soy sauce
½ cup + 2 tablespoons sesame oil

2 teaspoons crushed garlic
½ cup sugar

4 scallions, chopped
2 tablespoons + 1 teaspoon sesame

seeds
1 bunch asparagus, sliced, bottoms

removed
1 tablespoon cornstarch

PROCEDURE
Cut the beef into bit size chunks and
marinate in the soy sauce, ½ cup of
sesame oil, crushed garlic, sugar,
scallions and 2 tablespoons sesame
seeds for at least 30 minutes. In a
large frying pan or a wok, heat the
remaining 2 tablespoons of oil over
a high flame until hot. With a slotted
spoon, remove the beef and scal-
lions from the marinade and stir fry
along with the asparagus over a high
flame for 5 to 6 minutes. Add the

remaining marinade and let boil
about 1 minute. Mix 1 tablespoon of
cornstarch with enough water to form
a paste and stir into the pan. Reduce
heat, cover and simmer for 2 to 3
minutes making sure the sauce
doesn’t completely evaporate.
Sprinkle the remaining teaspoon of
sesame seeds after transferring to a
serving dish.

Yield: 4 servings

ORANGE CHICKEN

INGREDIENTS
3 pounds skinless and boneless

chicken breasts
6 eggs

Salt & pepper
1 bottle (5 ounces) sesame oil

Flour for dredging

ORANGE SAUCE
½ cup rice wine

2 garlic cloves, sliced
1 teaspoon ground ginger

Juice from 1 orange
3 tablespoons soy sauce

¼ cup sugar
¼ cup white vinegar

Garnish: 4 chopped scallions

PROCEDURE
Cut chicken into 1 to 2 inch chunks.
Beat eggs into a large bowl. Add salt
and pepper and 1 tablespoon of oil.
Marinate chicken in egg mixture for
a few minutes. Heat oil in a wok or
large frying pan. Dredge chicken
pieces in flour and fry in oil for 3 to 4
minutes being careful not to over-
cook; use more oil as needed. Re-
move chicken and drain on paper
towels. When all the chicken is stir-
fried, add the rice wine, garlic, or-
ange juice, soy sauce, sugar and vin-
egar to the remaining oil and heat
over a medium flame for 2 to 3 min-
utes. Return chicken to the pan and
quickly coat for 1 minute. Garnish
with scallions. Serve with white rice.

Yield: 6 servings

LO MEIN WITH
MUSHROOMS

INGREDIENTS
1 pound thin spaghetti

¼ cup sesame oil, more if needed
½ pound white mushrooms
1 tablespoon teriyaki sauce

1/3 cup soy sauce
2 tablespoons sesame seeds

6 scallions, chopped

PROCEDURE
Boil the spaghetti and drain. In a

large wok or frying pan, heat the oil.
Add the mushrooms and sauté until
browned. Add the drained spaghetti
and continue to stir-fry for about five
minutes or until spaghetti is dry and
turning somewhat brown.

Add the teriyaki sauce and soy
sauce, and stir-fry for a few more
minutes. Garnish with sesame seeds
and scallions.

A TOURTT OF
NOTNN ABLETT
HOMES

Saturday, May 16, 2009
Homes Open 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

WestfieldWW TicketTT Outlets:
Burgdorff Realtors � Coldwell Banker Realtors � WeichertWW Realtors

Baron’s Drug Store � The TownTT Book Store
The TownTT Bank of Westfield,WW South AveAA & Elm St.

WestfieldWW Symphony Orchestra Office

TicketsTT Also AvailableAA At:
Irma’s Hallmark, Fanwood � Periwinkle’s Fine Gifts, Cranford

Christoffers Flowers, Mountainside
TicketTT Prices: $25 in advance

$30 day of the tour
Presented by

The Friends of the WestfieldWW Symphony
ToTT Benefit the

WESTFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA � 908.232.9400

Posters Underwritten by 185 Elm Street, WestfieldWW (908) 654-7777

SPECIAL THIS YEAR! VICTORIA & RICHARD EMPRISE BOUTIQUE
DECORATOR PRESENTATIONS 9:30 A.M. - 3:30 P.M.

REFRESHMENTS � LIVE MUSIC
RAFFLE � PLANT SALE

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

Due Sorelle Jewelry
Spring Trunk Show

58 Elm Street • Westfield

www.juxtaposegallery.com
908-232-3278

Serving The Community for 32 Years

Saturday, May 9th • 11am - 5pm
The Perfect Gift for Mother’s Day

Hours:  Mon. - Fri. 9:00 - 5:30 • Sat. 9:00 - 5:00

REMEMBER TO SAY

Happy
Mother’s Day!

Before May 10th

CHRISTOFFERS CAN HELP SHOW

HOW MUCH YOU REALLY CARE.

CALL TODAY(908) 233-0500

To view a few of our Mother’s Day Specials,

visit us on the web: www.christoffersflowers.com

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976
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Call  908.232.9568  For membership & group sales
Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, 

Department  of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, through

a grant administered by the Union County office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs

Since 1934Since 1934

Reserved Seating           Evenings at 8PM

Box Office:  908.232.1221  opens 1 week before show

“Little Mary Sunshine”
Book, Music & Lyrics by

Rick Besoyan

May 2, 8, 9, *15, 16, 29, 30 

All Tickets  $20 
* On Benefit Performance 

dates, WCP member 

tickets not honored

All dates & shows

subject to change

Imagine That !
A children’s concert

featuring award winning
Singer Songwriter Kenny Woods

Sat. June 13 - 2 shows
11AM & 1PM

All Tickets $10

Suitable for Pre-K to 8 years old
All children must be accompanied

by an adult

An affectionate send-up of Hollywood 

musicals from the 20’s and 30’s

DAVID WROE, MUSIC DIRECTOR

The Grand Finale
Wind finalist - Christopher Pell   

String finalist - Matt Kimura   

Piano finalist -  Andrew Sun  

The panel of judges, the Maestro and YOU 

cast votes to select the Tri-State’s virtuosi of 

the future. 

Jeffery Briggs – Celebration

Beethoven – Symphony No. 7

Stars of  
Tomorrow
First Annual Concerto Competition
Saturday, May 2nd at 8pm, Union County PAC, Rahway NJ

Frank and Lydia 
Bergen Foundation

Funding has been made possible in part 
through a grant by the New Jersey State 
Council on the Arts/ Department of State, a 
partner agency of the National Endowment 
for the Arts.

Thanks to:

THE PG FAMILY FOUNDATION

THE ASSOCIATED MUSIC 

TEACHERS LEAGUE, INC.

THE NJ MUSIC TEACHERS 

    ASSOCIATION

HELENE AND JERRY DRESKIN

the farmhouse store

Momma wants a new table…

Farmhouse tables from $499 - $1349 
For hours, address, special events and fabulous things:

www.thefarmhousestore.com

Table – 8’ w/2" thick top,

4" turned legs and 24" company boards

WHS Graduate Mogielnicki
Makes Carnegie Hall Debut

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The long and wind-
ing road towards musical success in
opera may take singers a decade or
more to achieve. But it has not been that
long or winding for the very focused
Westfield native Celine Mogielnicki,
23, who will make her Carnegie Hall
debut in May at the Young Artists Con-
cert.

The musically dedicated young
woman will sing one of the three fe-
male roles in the world premiere of
Vayomer Shlomo by Judd Greenstein.
“Mine is the ‘Song of Solomon’ that
has an intimate, evocative melody,”
explained the soprano in a telephone
interview with The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

“This piece, which is in English and
Hebrew, is fun and interesting, espe-
cially with its rhythmic shifts,” Ms.
Mogielnicki continued. Because this is
the world premiere of the musical piece,
she feels “a huge responsibility to
breathe life into something brand new.”

Westfield schools have been a part of
her musical history. She remembered
learning “the importance of music from
Mr. Freeman in middle school” and
said she found inspiration and encour-
agement in playing the harp and violin
in orchestral groups in Westfield High
School (WHS) under the baton of Ray
Wojcik and “enjoyed singing in Mr.
[Bill] Matthews’ chorus.”

With a musical background that was
primarily instrumental for many years,
Ms. Mogielnicki decided to make voice
her career focus while still in high
school. “My mother and I sat down
when I was a sophomore to discuss my
future plans, and I told her I thought I
really felt strongest as a singer.”

During that sophomore year, she
took Saturday music classes in
Princeton at the Westminster Conser-
vatory. After those classes were com-
pleted, she auditioned for and was
accepted into Manhattan School of
Music in New York, where, on Satur-
days again, she studied acting, voice
and music theory.

She did not participate in many of the
musicals while a student at WHS. “I
was pretty shy about my lack of danc-
ing skills, so, although I was in the
chorus of Pirates of Penzance, as a rule,
I didn’t audition for musicals or plays.”

She did, however, participate in pro-

ductions of Little Opera Company of
New Jersey, singing Papagena and Sec-
ond Lady in their productions of
Mozart’s “Magic Flute” and the
company’s production of “Cavalleria
Rusticana/I Pagliacci.” She had praise
for Valerie and Juan Pineda, Little
Opera Company’s directors. “Those
two really helped me learn the role of
opera in a community,” she said.

After completing her undergradu-
ate work at The Julliard School in New
York City, Ms. Mogielnicki enrolled
at Bard College Conservatory of Mu-
sic, a two-year Master of Music de-
gree program, of which she is com-
pleting her first year.

When asked about the unflattering
stereotype of opera singers who can-
not act, she laughed. “We call them
‘the park and bark singers,’” she
quipped. But because of the number of
acting classes and voice classes she
has attended during the last eight years,
she will not subscribe to that archaic
style of delivery.

“Opera has really evolved over the
last years to an art form that encom-
passes more than planting one’s feet
and singing,” she said. “There have
been great attempts to mesh acting
into the opera world.”

For further information about tick-
ets to the performances in Zankel Hall
at Carnegie Hall on Saturday, May 9,
at 7:30 p.m., or Sunday, May 10, at 3
p.m., call (212) 247-7809.

Celine Mogielnicki

Legends The Temptations Perform
In Rahway Without Losing a Step

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — When a band with 48
years of performing under its belt
continues to tour with almost a com-
pletely altered lineup, most people
would think such a group would fail
to even come close to its old glory.
But on April 23, Motown’s legendary
Temptations hit the Union County
Performing Arts Center and showed
that they only miss the mark by a
couple of hairs.

The Temptations came to Rahway
as part of the 50th anniversary of
Motown Records, along with open-
ing acts Goumba Johnny Sialiano, a
WTKU radio personality, and girl
group The Honey Cone featuring
Edna Wright.

Mr. Sialiano entertained the crowd
with standup heavily influenced by
the New York/New Jersey scene (with
topics like the Puerto Rican Day Pa-
rade and the Jersey Turnpike). As for
The Honey Cone, malfunctioning mi-
crophones and Ms. Wright’s annoy-
ingly overjoyed ramblings only al-
lowed the group to perform four songs
in the space of half an hour, hamper-
ing the act.

After a brief intermission, The
Temptations hit the stage to thunder-
ous applause, as they launched into
their recent Grammy-winning cover
of “How Sweet It Is” (To Be Loved
By You), their trademark choreogra-
phy matching their voices every step
of the way.

The Temptations then performed a
long stretch of songs, not stopping
between them (a wise move, given
their huge tome of hits).

It was during this stretch that the
“newer” Temptations showed their
skills, as Ron Tyson perfectly imi-
tated the vocal stylings of original
Temptation Eddie Kendricks on “The
Way You Do The Things You Do” and
“Just My Imagination (Running Away
With Me)”.

Bruce Williamson also proved him-
self the equal of past Temptations, as
he handled the sweet, soulful songs
of David Ruffin (“Ain’t Too Proud to
Beg,” “I Wish It Would Rain”), and
Mr. Ruffin’s harder-edged, funkier

replacement, Dennis Edwards (“Ball
of Confusion,” “Can’t Get Next to
You,” “Papa was a Rolling Stone”).

“Papa” was the group’s only mis-
step, as they launched into the seven-
minute song sans its build-up intro
and performed it in two-and-a-half
minutes.

After this block of singles, the group
humorously paid tribute to lone origi-
nal member Otis Williams, as Mr.
Williams leaned over and said he was
tired. When asked why, he replied
that he would soon reach the 48-year
mark in his Temptations career, which
earned a standing ovation from the

crowd. Afterwards, Mr. Williams
added that he wasn’t tired and had
merely been “faking the funk.”

The Temptations then returned to
the music, performing an a cappella
number, during which they showed
some modern flair in asking the crowd
to wave their lighted cell phones in
lieu of the traditional lighters. Mr.
Williams then thanked the crowd for
“giving us so many hits that we can’t
possibly do them all in the time we
have. But we’re gonna try.”

With that, The Temptations
launched into more classics (“Get
Ready,” “Stay”) before taking time to
introduce the instrumentalists, which
included the nephew of original Temp-
tation Paul Williams on guitar.

The singers then introduced them-
selves, including members Joe
Herndon and Terry Wheats, before
Mr. Williams had some fun introduc-
ing Mr. Tyson. Mr. Williams said that
he had been singing with him for a
“long time” – holding on the word
“long” as he walked across the stage
and back. Mr. Tyson joked back, “I’m
only 37; you could’ve stopped 20 feet
ago!”

Mr. Herndon, the bass singer, then
got a solo spot on The Temptations’
traditional bass-singer song, “Old
Man River” (previously sung by origi-
nal Temptation Melvin Franklin). The
Temptations then launched into an-
other stretch of classics, such as
“You’re My Everything,” “Since I
Lost My Baby” and “The Girl’s All
Right With Me.”

Then, after thanking the audience
once again, The Temptations per-
formed their staple – the all-time clas-
sic “My Girl” – before ending with
the appropriately titled, “I Know (I’m
Losing You).”

The group then walked offstage
but quickly came back to sign auto-
graphs and shake hands with their
fans, who had their faith in The Temp-
tations reaffirmed this night.

HOW SWEET IT IS...The Tempta-
tions came to Rahway’s Union County
Performing Arts Center as part of the
50th anniversary of Motown Records.
The group sang covers and its classics.
Founding member Otis Williams, who
has performed with the group for 48
years, performed and enjoyed teasing
the newer, younger Temptations.

Experience the Whimsical Spirit
of

Victoria & Richard MacKenzie-Childs
at the

2009 TOUR OF NOTABLE HOMES

to benefit Westfield Symphony Orchestra

Victoria & Richard MacKenzie-Childs founders of the
original, the real MacKenzie-Childs,

will be here to promote their new works, as
Victoria & Richard Emprise.

Saturday, May 16th from 10am to 3pm

for this special Home Tour event at The Savannah in Westfield

For tickets and information call 908 232 9400

or go to www.westfieldsymphony.org

Home Tour Tickets & Events:

$25.00 in advance if purchased at outlets  •  $30.00 at the door
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