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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Hortative – To urge strongly or en-

courage
2. Livor – Envy
3. Pococurante – Indifferent or apa-

thetic
4. Espiscation – Act of getting to the

truth of any matter by strict inquiry

THRASONICAL
1. Boastful or bragging
2. Twisted; distorted
3. Pertaining to slavery or bondage
4. Having 24 sides or parts

CASTANEA
1. A deposit of pebbles, gravel and

sand in which diamonds are found
2. A genus of the common chestnut tree
3. Any of several yellow melons
4. A knob behind the base ring or

breech of some muzzle-loading cannons
EXCORTICATION

1. A vindication or justification
2. A well-executed plan or scheme
3. Seizing and detaining
4. Stripping off bark

TOURBILLION
1. A brightly glowing torch
2. A pad tied around the waist by women

to give the hips a graceful curve
3. A whirlwind; a firework that rises

with a spiral motion
4. The rumble seat of a car

Corzine’s Proposal to Cut NJ EMT
Training Fund is ‘Irresponsible’

Reducing WPD’s Budget Would
Threaten Town’s Quality of Life

Thanks to All Who Assisted at Scene
Of Car Accident in Westfield

Thank You Scott
For Saving My Life

On Monday March 30, 2009, at about
3:30 p.m., while working at Mr. and Mrs.
Callender’s home in Westfield, their
young son Scott Callender happened to
be in the right place at the right time.

This 21-year-old young man is re-
sponsible for saving a life, mine, Cliff
Brennan, Sr. On this day, my aortic valve
stopped functioning. My heart stopped,
no breathing and no pulse. Thanks to the
quick action of Scott, I am writing this
thank you on behalf of myself, family
and friends. I am here today writing this
letter with sincere gratitude and appre-
ciation.

Again, Scott, thank you and thank God
for giving me a second chance!

Cliff Brennan
Chatham

Why Did Scotch Plains BOA and
BOE Reject Weapons in SP Home?

PTSO Apologizes for
Endorsing Candidate
The Westfield High School Parent

Teacher Student Organization (PTSO)
executive board would like to apologize
for their use of our e-mail listserve to
endorse a candidate. We understand that
this list should not have been used to
endorse or promote any person or policy.

While this may have been a poor use of
our listserve, it was done with the best of
intentions. Additionally, the endorsement
as representative of the entire PTSO was
an honest mistake. This was meant to
come from the PTSO executive board.
Thank you for your understanding.

Cindy Gallagher
WHS PTSO Exec. Bd.

Monteiro Thanks You;
Congrats Candidates
I would like to extend my gratitude to

The Westfield Leader, family, friends and
the Westfield community for all your
support. I want to thank you for the oppor-
tunity given to express my sincere com-
mitment to serve on the Board of Educa-
tion. A special thank you to Washington
School for the initiative given to me to
take part in this 2009 race.

I would like to congratulate Rich
Mattessich, Dave Finn and Jane Clancy.
I wish Rich and Dave success and all the
best in the coming years as they fulfill
their commitment and interests for the
children and families of Westfield. I also
commend Michael McLane for his dedi-
cation to the schools.

I enjoyed the experience running in
this campaign and intend to continue to be
active in my town of Westfield. Con-
gratulations again!

Kathy Monteiro
Westfield

Riegel, Cassie Will Be
Greatly Missed on BOE

My family and I would like to take this
opportunity to publicly thank both Anne
Riegel and Beth Cassie for all of their
hard work and dedicated service to the
Westfield Board of Education. Anne and
Beth carried out their school board re-
sponsibilities with the utmost of grace,
intelligence, patience and good humor.

It is my feeling that the tough and
sometimes unpopular decisions they had
to make on many occasions were fueled
by what they sincerely deemed was best
for the majority of children in our schools.
They will be greatly missed.

It is my hope that the board will con-
tinue to draw upon their experience and
perspective in guiding future board policy.

Lisa Smelkinson
Westfield

Store Clerk of Coffee Roastery
Ignores Fire in Front of Shop

Leader Should Address
Psychologist as ‘Dr’

I appreciate the paper’s coverage of my
induction into the Rutgers University Hall
of Fame Distinguished Alumni. How-
ever, I would like to call your attention to
the fact that those of us who have earned
a doctoral degree in psychology are ad-
dressed as “Dr” rather than “Ms” or Mr.”
I hope that in the future, when The
Westfield Leader writes about psycholo-
gists, the appropriate title is used.

Dorothy Cantor
Westfield

I am a life-long resident of Westfield
who is currently a junior at Elon Univer-
sity in North Carolina. This semester, I
am enrolled in Aaron Peeks’ criminology
course, in which we have been learning a
great deal about the various aspects of
crime, particularly the theories behind
illegal behavior.

We have been asked to write a letter to
our hometown newspaper, responding to
a recent article or letter about crime. I am
writing to respond to the letter that Union
County Prosecutor Theodore Romankow
wrote to The Westfield Leader, “It is
critically important that police forces re-
main intact,” regarding the role of law-
enforcement agencies in our area during
our nation’s current recession. As Mr.
Romankow explains, evidence shows that
in each recession faced by the United
States since World War II, the crime rate
has increased while citizens feel the eco-
nomic pinch.

I agree with Mr. Romankow’s view
that we must ensure our law enforcement
agencies’ budgets are not cut to levels
where officers’ safety is put at risk and the
commitment to public safety and security
is compromised. We are very fortunate to
live in a town that is not known for par-
ticularly high crime rates. In order to
continue this, however, our mayor and
council must resist the temptation to re-
duce the local police department’s bud-
gets. History has shown that during eco-
nomic recessions, it is particularly impor-
tant for municipalities to keep their police

forces intact and well funded.
Economic experts say that this current

recession began in December 2007. Re-
cent statistics, compiled by the New Jer-
sey State Police, indeed do show a rise in
crime since that time. In fact, nationwide,
the violent-crime rate has risen 13.3 per-
cent, and non-violent crime has risen by
12.5 percent. Our nation’s current eco-
nomic situation has taken a toll on our
cities, where property crime, larceny,
drug-related crimes, youth gang violence
and weapon offenses all rose. With such
a higher need for law enforcement, par-
ticularly local police departments, towns
like ours cannot afford to implement any
substantial reductions in funding.

It would adversely affect the quality of
life for our law-abiding people. My par-
ents consider themselves very fortunate
to have raised their three daughters in
Westfield, knowing that not only would
we receive a top-quality education through
its excellent school system, but also that
we would be safe in the environment of
our community each day.

Reducing the funding of our local po-
lice department’s budget would threaten
our community’s well-earned reputation
for safety and quality of life. As Prosecu-
tor Romankow has said, it is no secret that
by reducing the numbers of our police, it
creates greater potential risks to our resi-
dents.

Julie Bennett
Westfield

A special thank you to all who were
involved in the accident on April 6, 2009
where a pedestrian was killed.

I would like to start off by saying I
thank God I am alive to be able to write
this letter of appreciation to all of you
who responded so quickly to this horrible
accident on April 6, 2009. I would like to
personally take the time to thank the
Westfield First Aid Squad, the Fire De-
partment, the Police Department and the
Public Works Department for all your
efforts to help me and assist me in what-
ever I needed. You were all so kind and
professional and hard working and will-
ing to assist in helping where it was needed
and always courteous and concerned.

I want you all to know I appreciate and
recognize how special and important you
people really are. Unfortunately, I had to
find out in an accident like this, which

was horrible. But you all did such a won-
derful job, and I know how important you
all are to our community. I give my thanks
with all my heart for everything. Thank
you again and again. People need to rec-
ognize good people.

Also, thanks to friends, family, co-
workers, the people in the community
and St. Helen’s Parish (prayer shawl min-
istry) to know that at a time like this how
important all you people are. Thanks for
reaching out to me with your prayers,
cards, flowers, gifts, phone calls, food,
and transportation. I thank you with all
my heart in being part of my recovery.

May God bless our town and all of you.
Thank you again for being so kind and
thoughtful at this time.

Nancy Boehm
Westfield

I love living in Westfield. I love that
my neighbors can count on me and I can
count on them. I love that we are a com-
munity that supports its schools and its
local businesses. I am, however, in com-
plete shock and disgust by one particular
store clerk. On Thursday, April 23, 2009,
I was walking past the Coffee Roastery on
Elm Street and noticed a potted shrub on
fire. A woman with a baby and young
child saw that I was going into the Roastery
to alert them and ask that they put the fire
out. The fire was not huge, but getting
bigger and still easily put out with a
bucket of water. The woman quickly
warned me not to alert the store clerk
because she tried and he yelled at her to
deal with it herself. It was inconceivable
to me that a store clerk wouldn’t jump to
his feet and avert what could have been a
dangerous situation.

I am so sad to say that this other caring
pedestrian was correct. I was met with the
same aggression and apathy. Put aside

that I would think any storeowner and/or
clerk would not want a fire near or at their
business, they would want to help the
community in which they are employed,
the community that supports them. I am
grateful for competition and am thrilled
that there are many fine coffee establish-
ments in town where I will happily spend
my money.

It is mind boggling that the store clerk
didn’t just get a bucket of water and extin-
guish the fire. Finally, after two people
asked this person from the Coffee Roastery
for help (and I must admit, I did not hold
back in my opinion of his lack of help), he
finally called the fire department.

Our fire department quickly responded
and put out the fire that could have gotten
out of control. But, then again, the fire
department would not have needed to
rush over if a store clerk cared enough
about the community in which he worked.

Gina Totino
Westfield

Editor’s note: Mr. Chieffo is refer-
ring to an early April Scotch Plains
Zoning Board of Adjustment (BOA)
meeting in which Garry Pastore’s
request for a temporary operating
permit for a home-based business to
secure prop weaponry was denied. In
this meeting, the board of education
(BOE) released a statement provid-
ing conditions on how the BOA could
approve the application.

I was embarrassed to read the April 9
report covering the Scotch Plains Zoning
Board’s denial of Mr. [Garry] Pastore’s
request. It is outlandish that our “enlight-
ened” BOE would even suggest that weap-
ons and ammunition not be allowed in a
person’s home.

Perhaps someone thinks that they have
made a safer world by rejecting his re-

quest. I suspect that Mr. Pastore can still
legally work in his own house. I hate to be
the bearer of bad news to Pat Kaine and
our BOE. Most New Jersey citizens, if
they wish, may obtain approval to pur-
chase weapons and ammunition and keep
such in their home.

If Ms. Kaine wishes to live in a neigh-
borhood with no “potential weapons,”
she will probably need to move (far, far
away). Could someone explain what is
meant by “near a school?”

Are citizens’ rights restricted if they
live “near a school?” Would that restric-
tion also include Park Avenue and 2nd
Street business areas? Have we substi-
tuted “political correctness” for intelli-
gence?

Tom Chieffo
Fanwood

Governor [Jon] Corzine’s proposal to
remove more than $4 million from the NJ
EMT Training Fund to help close the state
budget gap is a disgusting display of
apathy towards the volunteer EMT’s and
rescue squads that save New Jersey citi-
zens millions in tax dollars every year.
The EMT Training Fund pays for initial
and ongoing training for volunteer EMT’s
across New Jersey. Volunteer rescue
squads are the core of emergency medical
service in many of our towns, including
Fanwood where I am a volunteer. To take
most of the money out of this already tiny

fund is unbelievably irresponsible. It
would mean volunteers and their squads
would have to foot the bill themselves for
everything from basic CPR courses to the
enhanced training required since the 9/11
attacks. At a time when fundraising is
down because of the lousy economy, and
at a time when many municipalities are
struggling against layoffs and service cuts,
this small investment of state funding is
the best bargain around and to take it
away is a really stupid idea.

Tom Kranz/NJEMT-B
Fanwood

Gumbert or Gumpert?
Let’s Not ‘B’ Confused

What’s in a Name? United Way
Or United Fund of Westfield?

A writer asks about the correct spelling for the
baseball field complex in Westfield – Gumbert or
Gumpert? The spelling seems to be used inter-
changeably in local signs, by mail and in our news-
papers.

The Westfield Leader has been contributing to this
confusion for 60 years or more. When one searches
the archives online at goleader.com/archives, both
spellings appear frequently each decade back to the
1940s.

However, only the Gumpert spelling appears in the
1930s, where it is included in advertisements by
A&P Stores as a butterscotch pudding, priced at
three packages for 25 cents. There were no refer-
ences in the archives to either spelling prior to the

1930s.
Westfield Town Clerk Claire Gray has confirmed

that the correct spelling is: Gumbert.
The park was named after senior Town Council

member Robert F. Gumbert – not the pudding. A
good way to remember it: “b,” as in baseball, not “p”
as in pudding.

Now, with the Westfield United Way (WUW),
changing its name again May 1, reverting to Westfield
United Fund (WUF), how is one to remember the
new name? Well, one might think that the disassocia-
tion with the national (and regional) United Way is a
narrow escape from a bad deal – maybe WUW
should have been WHEW!

On November 10, 2005, we wrote:

One of Westfield’s most renowned citizens, H.
Emerson Thomas, died on August 25, 2001, at the
age of 98, having lived in town since 1942. He was
one of the original incorporators of the United
Fund of Westfield in 1957, serving as a trustee
from 1957 to 1992. He had numerous other civic
and professional accomplishments that filled the
front page upon his death. He served six years as
mayor and four years on the town council, and he
helped found the Westfield Foundation…

…why is the United Fund of Westfield, after 48
years, now called the United Way of Westfield?

…It’s a little harder to explain why the United
Fund of Westfield (UFW) has now changed its
name to the United Way of Westfield (UWW), as
the organization has been enormously successful
and giving to the community. We understand that
since inception, UFW has been a part of the na-
tional United Way. There were exceptions to this
during the few years of scandal at the national level
when the UFW withdrew.

But now, the UFW is back as part of the national,
but the national United Way has insisted that the
UFW change its name to UWW for branding
considerations. All is well and good, in general, but
has there been too much frenzy around here re-
cently about “branding?”

Another name change nearby in the United Way
family is that of the United Way of Eastern Union
County headquartered in Elizabeth. They changed
their name to be the United Way of Greater Union
County (UWGUC). The Summit and Westfield
United Ways were asked to become part of this new
reorganization. They refused. UWGUC is now

soliciting donations from Westfield residents, and
the UWW is understandably perturbed.

The public is confused also. To whom are they to
make their donations, and where will the money be
used? Good questions – and how much overhead
becomes of this through duplicity? What will hap-
pen to the UWW?

This struggle is analogous to the attempt a few
years back to have the Summit and Westfield/
Mountainside Chapters of the American Red Cross
merge with other Red Cross chapters that were
failing in the county. Reasoning rejected this no-
tion — “Why ruin the two organizations that are
working by forcing them to be part of failing
organizations?” Do we have the same situation
with the United Way? Summit and Westfield are
successful – is the United Way of Eastern Union
County failing?

…We wonder what H. (Horace) Emerson (‘Em’)
Thomas would advise? Drop the ‘W’ from the
United Way of Westfield and return to being the
United Fund of Westfield, with or without being
part of the national United Way?”

So today, how does one remember the new
(restored) name? Perhaps the memory trigger might
be — There’s no “Way” Westfield wants any part
of the national organization, and Westfield is
“United” in putting Westfielders “First with the
Fund.” Tomorrow, May 1, it’s Westfield United
Fund (WUF).

Conclusions: If it’s pudding you want, it’s
Gumpert; if it’s baseball, use Gumbert; If it’s a
longstanding great charity organization, it’s WUF
(like the sound a dog makes).

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Avenue East
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

The White House Apologizes to
NYC/NJ for Unannounced Flights

Last week, I approved a mission
over New York. I take responsibility
for that decision. While federal au-
thorities took the proper steps to no-
tify state and local authorities in New
York and New Jersey, it’s clear that
the mission created confusion and
disruption. I apologize and take re-
sponsibility for any distress that flight
caused.

Louis Caldera
Director, White House Military Office

Editor’s Note: On Monday, April 27,
hundreds briefly panicked and evacuated
office buildings in lower Manhattan and

nearby New Jersey during midday, fear-
ing another 9/11 attack, when a 747air-
craft followed by two F16 fighter jets
circled low (about 1,000 feet) over the
city and the Statue of Liberty.

It turned out that the 747 was a backup
for the President’s U.S. One on a “Photo-
Op” mission.

New York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg and other local officials were
outraged over not being notified by the
White House of the flight so as that
public fears could have been prevented.
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