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Union County to Increase
Contract to Replace Bridge

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – A Union County
official said, Thursday night, that he
expects the county to go out to bid this
week on a project to replace the Spring-
field Avenue Bridge in Cranford. The
county has already spent more than
$260,000 on pre-construction admin-
istrative and inspection services to re-
place the structure.

Joseph Graziano, director of the
department of engineering, public
works and facilities, told the Board of
Chosen Freeholders at last Thursday’s
agenda meeting that he anticipates
construction beginning this summer,
with the new bridge taking a year to
complete.

The freeholders are expected to vote
on a resolution to increase the contract
to Manalapan-based CMX by
$208,270 to $471,564 for “construc-
tion administration and inspection ser-
vices for the replacement structure”
for the Springfield Avenue Bridge.

In other business, a resolution was
on the board’s agenda seeking sup-
port for legislation that would require
the state to begin reimbursing coun-
ties for state prisoners held in county
jails the first day an inmate is in a
county correctional facility. The leg-
islation, A-139, sponsored by Assem-
blyman Ruben J. Ramos, Jr. (LD-33,
Hoboken), would end the current prac-
tice whereby the state does not begin
reimbursing counties until the 16th
day of imprisonment of an inmate in
a county lockup.

The legislation, which has been
referred to the Assembly Law and
Public Safety Committee, has not
moved out of committee since its
initial introduction in January 2005.

The board considered resolutions
for tonight’s agenda to accept grant
monies from the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Labor and Workforce Devel-
opment. The grants include $475,858
for the Workforce Investment Act
(WIA) Youth Program Grant, $249,854
for the WIA Adult Program Grant and
$1.4 million for the WIA Dislocated
Worker Program. According to Larry
Caroselli, director of finance, state
officials said the county would receive
additional monies for each program.

Frank Guzzo, director of human
services, said the youth program is
intended for the county’s summer
work program; the adult program
grant will fund the Welfare-to-Work
program, and the dislocated worker
program will support unemployed
county residents through the One-
Stop Career Center System. New
Jersey’s WIA dislocated program has
received $32.7 million in funding
through the $1.3 billion American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

The board will vote on a number of
temporary street closings tonight as
sought by towns holding street fairs.
Locally, Scotch Plains is seeking per-

mission to close Front Street, from
Park Avenue to Senger Place, from 8
a.m. to 8 p.m. for the township’s
Memorial Day Parade on Monday,
May 25. The township is also seeking
county permission to hang a banner
on Park Avenue at Front Street to
promote the parade.

Roselle wants to close Chestnut
Street between First and Third Av-
enues from 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. on
Saturday, May 16, for a fair and fes-
tival; the Springfield Chamber of
Commerce is seeking to close Spring-
field Avenue, between Caldwell Place
and Morris Avenue, from 7 a.m. to 6
p.m. on Sunday, May 3, for a street
fair, while Roselle Park is planning to
close Chestnut Street, from Grant
Avenue to Webster Avenue, on Mon-
day, May 25, for the borough’s Me-
morial Day Parade. Kenilworth will
close the Boulevard, from 23rd to
18th Street, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on
Sunday, October 25, for the annual
Kenilworth street fair.

The board is also set to vote tonight
to appoint Robert Rachlin to the Union
County Utilities Authority to fill an
unexpired term. His term will expire
at the end of 2011.

The freeholders will hold their
Thursday, May 14 meeting at the
Clark Municipal Building, located at
315 Westfield Avenue.

Family Questions Squad’s
Response, Conduct to Call

UC Master Gardners
To Hold Plant Sale

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Rutgers
Master Gardeners of Union County
Spring Garden Fair and Plant Sale
will take place Sunday, May 17, from
noon to 5 p.m. at the Union County
Trailside Nature and Science Center
in the Watchung Reservation in
Mountainside.

The rain-or-shine event will kick off
with a traditional ribbon cutting cer-
emony at noon. Along with the plant
sale, the afternoon includes exhibits,
demonstrations, gardening advice, gar-
den tours and activities for children.
The plant sale features hundreds of
annuals and perennials, bulbs, hang-
ing baskets, houseplants, wildflowers,
shrubs, landscape plants, roses and
ornamental grasses, along with veg-
etable and herb seedlings ready to be
planted. One highlight is the Ramapo
Tomato. Among the 15 other tomato
varieties on sale are Early Girl, Italian
Heirloom, Oxheart and Marglobe.

Proceeds from the sale help fund
community activities sponsored by
the Master Gardeners, including hor-
ticultural therapy, fresh flowers for
local cancer patients and their fami-
lies, fresh vegetables for food pan-
tries, community beautification
projects, support for 4-H horticul-
tural programs, and scholarships for
horticulture students at the Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools
and Union County College.

STIRLING — Bruce Meringolo, a
Republican candidate for New Jersey
Assembly from the 21st Legislative
District, has denounced school aid
reductions as a result of pension de-
ferrals in Senate Bill No. 15 (S-15).

The senate bill, he said, reduces the
amount of state aid to school districts
by an amount equal to the Public Em-
ployees Retirement System (PERS) li-
ability deferment amount. Districts that
are finding it hard to meet the PERS
liability have the option to defer half the
payment this year. The full pension
liability plus interest on the deferment
must be met in 2010 and beyond.

“The Democrats in Trenton are pe-
nalizing school children by holding

Meringolo: Deferment of
Pensions Hurts Kids

the pension payments as hostage,”
Mr. Meringolo said. “If our schools
elect to defer half the pension pay-
ment, the state will withhold an equal
amount in school aid, which results in
a negative hit to our school budgets
and a direct impact on our kids.”

S-15 further states that the pension
deferral will be charged interest at
8.25 percent, which could fluctuate
based on the pension system
earnings.“Thus, the deferral comes
with a high interest rate and furthers
the financial hardship the state has
inflicted on District 21,” he said.

Mr. Meringolo is a commercial real-
estate agent with Newmark Associ-
ates, Inc. of Whippany.
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Roselle Golf Club, Your New Home for 2009
Union County Golfers. Has the closing of Oak Ridge left you feeling “sub par?”

Roselle G.C. is OPEN for our 92nd year!
Membership opportunities starting at only $1,800.

No greens fees, no mandatory carts, and no 5 hour rounds!

Just a friendly, private golf club experience.

www.rosellegolfclub.com

The Board of Roselle Golf Club and its members look forward to hearing from golfers
interested in joining our club.

We can be contacted at: (908) 245-7175

Joe Zanko, Membership Chairman (908) 403-0964

Email: RGC.golf@verizon.net

Roselle Golf Club is located at 417 Raritan Rd, Roselle, NJ 07203

For more information, see our website www.rosellegolfclub.com

417 Raritan Rd, Roselle, NJ 07203 - (908)  245-7175

Union County Golfers:

Has the closing of Oak Ridge left you feeling
“sub par?”

Roselle G.C. is OPEN for our 92nd year!

Membership opportunities start at only $1,800.
No greens fees, no mandatory carts, and no 5
hour rounds!

Just a friendly, private golf club experience.

Roselle Golf Club, Your New Home for 2009

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

Certified Organic Poultry

USDA Prime Meat Aged to Perfection

We Also Have Organic
Beef • Pork • Veal

Established 1939 • Vincent, Nick Losavio & Vincent Jr.

Delivered Fresh Daily...
There Is A Difference!

NATIONAL ORGANIC
FARMERS ASSOCIATION

OF NEW YORK STATE

NOFA

Our Free Range, all-natural chickens are raised by Amish

farmers in beautiful Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.

They consistently adhere to the strictest growing

conditions ever approved by the U.S.D.A.  No

hormones, no antibiotics, no growth stimulants

or tranquilizers are ever administered to these

birds.  Their feed formula is pure wholesome grain

free of herbicides or pesticides.  The water is pure,

clean sparkling sprint water from their own wells, free

of chlorine or fluoride.  Their chicken coops are

specifically designed to allow access to sunlight and fresh air, with 4

times more square footage per bird than commercially raised chicken.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Rosemary
Tenneson of Westfield lost her hus-
band, Wayne, 76, on the evening of
April 16. In a letter to the editor, she
stated she was unhappy with the re-
sponse time of the Westfield Volun-
teer Rescue Squad to her 9-1-1 call
and its members’ conduct.

“In such a tragic situation, my hus-
band was not treated with the urgency
that he needed, and we were not treated
with the respect and compassion that
we deserved,” she wrote.

“There was no delay in patient
care,” Miki Urso, captain of the
volunteer Westfield Rescue Squad,
said, stating that all emergency ser-
vices – fire, police, rescue squad
and paramedics – responded to the
call.

In Mrs. Tenneson’s account, she
wrote that she called 9-1-1 at 10 p.m.,
when her husband collapsed in the
family room. She said it took two
phone calls and 15 minutes after the
second call for the rescue squad to
arrive. The police were on the scene
in five minutes of the first call for
help, she stated in the letter.

The call and response times, ac-
cording to the police, are uncertain.
Westfield Chief of Police John
Parizeau said, “This all happened in
eight minutes.” He did not have the
exact times available at press dead-
line and asked the newspaper to file
an Open Public Records Act (OPRA)
request to get the tapes for the exact
times.

Lieutenant James Ryan of the
Westfield Fire Department said he,
along with one engine company, ar-
rived at the scene at 10:12 p.m. and
that the rescue squad and paramedics
were already there.

The Tennesons’ granddaughter,
Ashley Alvernes, said one police car
came to her grandparents’ house, and
two police officers were present. Chief
Parizeau said, “We usually send two
cars.”

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
did speak to Mrs. Tenneson to discuss
her concerns. Ms. Urso has offered to
meet with Mrs. Tenneson and the
family.

“When we received the call, we
were pulling out of a Rahway Hospi-
tal driveway,” and were there on a
“serious” call, Ms. Urso said. One
rig out of three was on duty that
evening, as is usual, she said. Since
the rig was available to take the call,
they did not need to call volunteers
at their homes, but she said she did
call the fire department right away

for backup.
Ms. Urso said the two policemen

performed CPR on Mr. Tenneson,
and Chief Parizeau confirmed that
police used an automated external
defibrillator to shock Mr. Tenneson
three times.

“Had we gotten there ahead of them,
we couldn’t have done anymore than
what they did,” said Ms. Urso, who
explained both the police and the
squad’s EMTs are trained in Basic
Life Support. The EMTs took over
for the policemen when they arrived
on the scene because the task is
“physically exhausting.”

Ms. Urso said Atlantic Health para-
medics were not able to revive the
man. The paramedics, trained in Ad-
vanced Life Support, provided the
same level of care that doctors would
have in the hospital, said Ms. Urso.
She said the rescue squad did not
transport Mr. Tenneson to the hospi-
tal for a half-hour “out of respect for
the family” so they could have “clo-
sure.”

Mrs. Tenneson also wrote that the
squad members talked rudely to her
while they were at her home and
while she was driving in the ambu-
lance with them on the way to the
hospital.

“I don’t doubt she was distraught,”
Ms. Urso said of the wife. “I do take
exception that any of my members
spoke to her disrespectfully.” Ms.
Urso said if it were revealed that a
member of her crew acted in such a
manner, she was “prepared to take
responsibility.”

Ms. Alvernes said she was waiting
out front of the house at the police
officers’ request so she could lead the
rescue squad team to where her grand-
father was lying. However, once
crewmembers arrived, they “took their
sweet time,” according to the grand-
daughter.

Ms. Alvernes also said that she was
asking questions about her
grandfather’s condition, and the res-
cue squad would not answer her. Fur-
ther, she said when the rescue squad
was about to leave for the hospital,
they had to stop the ambulance, so
they could first get her grandmother
inside.

“It is against protocol” to have a
family member in the ambulance with
the patient, Ms. Urso said. “We al-
ways ask someone to follow in the
car.”
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www.goleader.com


