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Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GREAT WEATHER FOR A FAIR...Temperatures in the upper 80s greeted
Westfield Spring Fling street fair goers on Sunday along with clowns, face
painters and food and crafts vendors.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WESTFIELD UNITES... Linda Maggio, executive director, and Board of Trust-
ees member Jennifer Jaruzelski, celebrate the Westfield United Way’s decision to
end its affiliation with the United Way and go back to its previous name, the
Westfield United Fund.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Sunday, April 19, a resident of the 700
block of Westfield Avenue reported an
incident of criminal mischief in which the
driver’s side mirror on a motor vehicle
was torn off and the glass removed.

Tuesday, April 21, Maxwell D. Scher,
18, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Westfield criminal warrant for
$505 at the intersection of Watterson Street
and Rahway Avenue pursuant to an in-
vestigation. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released upon posting bail.

Wednesday, April 22, Antonio
Caponigro, 27, of Palm Bay, Fla. was
arrested on an outstanding Hanover traf-
fic warrant for $500 after a motor vehicle
stop on Summit Avenue. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and turned over to the Hanover
Police Department.

Wednesday, April 22, Vishal Oberoi,
28, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding Cranford traffic warrant for
$215 after a motor vehicle stop at Rahway
Avenue and West Broad Street. He was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and turned over to the
Cranford Police Department.

Friday, April 24, William Hughes, Jr.,
47, of Westfield was arrested after re-
sponding to police headquarters to satisfy
an outstanding New Brunswick traffic
warrant for $500. He was released after
posting bail.

Friday, April 24, Matthew Sloves, 41,
of Rahway was arrested after responding
to Westfield police headquarters to sat-
isfy an outstanding Rahway traffic war-
rant for $175. He was released after post-
ing bail.

Friday, April 24, a Westfield resident
reported the theft of her Louis Vuitton
purse and its contents, valued at approxi-
mately $750, from a business on the 200
block of Elm Street. The victim realized
that she had left her purse at the business
and when she returned to retrieve the
item, it was missing or stolen.

Friday, April 24, a Westfield resident
reported that unauthorized charges total-
ing $937 had been made on her credit card
during a three-month period. The case is
under investigation by the Westfield Po-
lice Department’s Detective Bureau.

Friday, April 24, a Westfield resident
reported that unauthorized charges had
been made on his VISA credit card, total-
ing $59.95. The case is under investiga-
tion by the Westfield Police Department’s
Detective Bureau.

Friday, April 24, Jilberto Mejias, 50, of
Elizabeth was arrested in the area of East
South Avenue and Sussex Street on two
active criminal warrants from Elizabeth,
for a total of $400, and a disorderly per-
sons offense. He was charged with the
disorderly persons offense after he was
found to allegedly be in possession of
prescription legend drugs without a valid
prescription.

Mejias was stopped on foot after a
police officer observed him acting suspi-
ciously, authorities said. He posted bail
on the outstanding warrants and was is-
sued a summons on the Westfield charge
before being released.

Saturday, April 25, William Rivera-
Chamale, 30, of Bound Brook was ar-
rested on an outstanding Middlesex Bor-
ough traffic warrant for $114 after a mo-
tor vehicle stop at East Broad Street and
North Avenue. He was released after post-
ing bail.

Saturday, April 25, Markees Zamor,
21, of Linden was arrested at Linden
police headquarters on an active Westfield
criminal warrant for $500. He could not
post bail and subsequently was commit-
ted to the Union County jail.

Saturday, April 25, Damian Brooks,
26, of Newark was arrested on the 100
block of North Euclid Avenue on an out-
standing no-bail warrant issued by the
Passaic County Sheriff’s Department.
Brooks was stopped when a random li-
cense plate inquiry revealed the active
warrant. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and turned
over to the Passaic County Sheriff’s De-
partment.

Shadeed Ellis, 33, of Bloomfield, a
passenger in the vehicle driven by Brooks,
was arrested on an outstanding East Or-
ange traffic warrant for $106. Ellis was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released after posting
bail.

Saturday, April 25, an envelope con-
taining a birth certificate was found at the
Westfield Diner. The package and birth
certificate were turned over to the
Westfield Police Department and secured
in its property locker.

Saturday, April 25, Jehaan Depina-
Veiga, 20, of Roselle was arrested on the
900 block of West South Avenue on an
outstanding Roselle traffic warrant for
$955. He was stopped after a registration
check revealed he was operating a motor
vehicle with a suspended driver’s license.
He was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and released af-
ter posting bail. Depina-Veiga was issued
a summons for operating a motor vehicle
with a suspended license.

Sunday, April 26, Norman Dillon, III,
50, of Edison was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop in the area of Springfield
Avenue and Cardinal Drive on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant for
$250. Dillon was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased on his own recognizance with a
new court date.

Scotch Plains
Monday, April 20, Steven Hall, 47, of

Elizabeth was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed and released.

Monday, April 20, a resident of Cooper
Road reported that someone did approxi-
mately $75 worth of damage to her mail-
box.

Monday, April 20, a resident of
Riverdale Court reported that a former
friend made multiple harassing telephone
calls at all hours of the night.

Monday, April 20, Patrick Shin, 42, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was processed and released.

Saturday, April 25, a resident of
Westfield Road reported that someone
threw several rocks at his front door,
causing damage.

Saturday, April 25, a resident of Ever-
green Boulevard reported that someone
transferred money from his bank account
without authorization.

Saturday, April 25, an employee of the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools reported that someone removed

food items valued at approximately $50
from the cafeteria.

Mountainside
Wednesday, April 22, police responded

to a report of a fire on Mountain Avenue.
According to the police, the homeowner
was burning logs in an outdoor fireplace,
which got out of control. The fire depart-
ment responded and put out the fire, au-
thorities said. No damage was reported.

Thursday, April 23, a patron at a Route
22 gas station reported that she requested
gas and intended to pay cash for the
purchase. According to police, she
changed her mind and told the attendant
she would be paying by debit card in-
stead. When the attendant removed the
nozzle in order to restart the transaction,
approximately one cup of gasoline worth
24 cents discharged into the vehicle and
on the driver’s clothing, police reported.
No damage to the vehicle was visible, but
the smell of gasoline was evident in the
vehicle, authorities said.

Thursday, April 23, Michael J.
DePalma, 23, of Bloomfield was arrested
for allegedly driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop. He was
processed and released at the scene.

Friday, April 24, Quentin Walker, 38,
of Somerset was picked up at the New
Brunswick police department and charged
with an outstanding warrant in the amount
of $565.

Saturday, April 25, Vivek Oberoi, 26,
of Elizabeth was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on Route 22 for
failure to maintain a lane.

Monday, April 27, a resident of Central
Avenue reported that while she was sit-
ting in her living room, a car pulled up in
front of her house and she witnessed the
driver, a well-dressed woman in her 30s
with blond hair, get out of the vehicle and
remove a bag of garbage from the can at
the end of the driveway. According to
police, the suspect put the bag on the
passenger seat and drove away towards
Route 22 in a vehicle described as a black
Honda Accord with New Jersey license
plate VTT125.

Fanwood
Sometime between 7 p.m. on Tuesday,

April 14, and 7 p.m. on Wednesday, April
15, a green bicycle was stolen from the
back porch of a residence on the end
block of Mary Lane.

Thursday, April 16, Juan Airar, 50, of
Elizabeth was arrested after a motor ve-
hicle stop for cell phone use and charged
with multiple outstanding warrants out of
Newark. He was processed and released.

Thursday, April 16, Lamont Yarrell,
46, a homeless individual, was arrested
on a Union County no-bail warrant after
a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road. He
was processed and turned over to the
Union County Sheriff’s Department.

Friday, April 17, Michelle Sasso, 24,
of Bloomfield was arrested on an out-
standing Kinnelon warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue. She was
processed and released.

Sunday, April 19, Gerardo Alvarado,
25, of Elizabeth was arrested for suspi-
cion of DWI and failure to provide a
breath sample after being stopped for
failure to maintain a lane on Terrill Road.
He was processed and turned over to a
family member.

Thursday, April 23, Jerome Pickney,
Jr., 20, of Plainfield was arrested on war-
rants out of Watchung, Westfield,
Piscataway and Elizabeth after a motor
vehicle stop on Westfield Road. He was
processed and released to the Piscataway
Police Department.

Thursday, April 23, Tanya Davis, 30,
of Plainfield was arrested on a no-bail
warrant out of Plainfield after an investi-
gation on Martine Avenue. She was pro-
cessed and picked up by the Plainfield
Police Department.

Thursday, April 23, Alisha Lewis, 28,
of New Providence was arrested on war-
rants out of Woodbridge, Clark and Edison
after an investigation on Martine Av-
enue. She was processed and turned over
to the Woodbridge Police Department
after failing to post bail.

Thursday, April 23, a resident reported
that his motor vehicle sustained multiple
scratches while parked at the south side
train station parking lot overnight.

A business on the 100 block of South
Avenue reported that sometime between
6:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 23, and 9
p.m. on Friday, April 24, someone dam-
aged the fence at the rear of his property.

Friday, April 24, Peter Breece, 20, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on a Bergen
County warrant after a motor vehicle stop
on Westfield Avenue. He was processed
and released with a court date to appear in
Bergen County Court.

Saturday, April 25, Enn Muru, 21, of
Colonia was arrested after a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Martine Avenue and
charged with suspicion of DWI after fail-
ing a field sobriety test.

Sometime between Saturday, April 25,
and Monday, April 27, a business on the
200 block of South Avenue reported that
someone removed both side view mirrors
from a Cadillac parked at the business.
The value of both mirrors is $1,500.

Tuesday, April 28, Delshaun Myers,
34, of Roselle was arrested on a Clark
Township warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue. He was processed
and released.

FUN BUT SAFE?...Children play by climbing the walls in the area of the new
Southside Ballfield, behind the firehouse on Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.

shot is “not going to help with immu-
nity since it’s a new strain of virus.”
She said the health department has
been in contact with all school regis-
tered nurses, who will survey stu-
dents for ILI (influenza-like illness)
symptoms.

Mrs. Avallone told The Times that
the health department received a call
from a school nurse who was alerted
to the fact that a child exhibiting flu-
like symptoms had recently traveled
from Mexico. This child was sent to a
hospital emergency room for testing,
but the results have not been final-
ized.

“We’re getting concerned only
when there is a link to travel to Mexico
through that individual or that
individual’s immediate family,” she
said.

The health department has made
contact with all local first-responder
groups and Overlook Hospital, which
are prepared. All Type A, non-identi-
fiable influenzae isolates will be sent
to a public health environmental lab
for confirmatory testing. Arrange-
ments have been made to have Union
County’s Office of Health Manage-
ment transport these isolates to the
state lab if needed.

Union County has PPEs (personal
protective equipment), including
gloves, masks, goggles and suits,
ready for first responders.

At present, Mrs. Avallone feels that
while the world is dealing with a
“scary” new virus, the swine flu story
has been overblown.

“The media needs to fill a 24-hour
cycle of news. They need to fill it with
something...They reported that there
have been 200 deaths in Mexico, but
that is not necessarily true. There
have been only 20 confirmed deaths
there,” she said Tuesday night.

She also reminded the public that
as of Tuesday night, there had been
no confirmed fatalities in the United
States, and that on average, seasonal
flu kills roughly 36,000 people a year.

She encouraged people to employ
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Swine Flu Precautions

Township Man Killed
In Automobile Crash
SCOTCH PLAINS – A 21-year-

old Scotch Plains resident was killed
last Saturday evening after he appar-
ently lost control of his car and struck
a tree while attempting to navigate a
sharp curve on Sky Top Drive at the
Scotch Plains-Mountainside border.

Detective Lieutenant Brian
Donnelly of the Scotch Plains Police
Department said Brian Mundy was
traveling westbound from
Mountainside into Scotch Plains when
the accident occurred. Area residents
who heard the crash reported it to
authorities at 8:17 p.m.

Lt. Donnelly stated that the victim,
who sustained “massive head and
chest trauma,” was pronounced dead
at the scene. He said Mr. Mundy was
the only occupant in the 1999 Honda
Civic.

The accident remains under inves-
tigation, according to the lieutenant,
who said authorities are looking into
the possibility that speed may have
been a factor. He said there were no
skid marks and that heavy damage to
the vehicle also indicated that possi-
bility.

Lt. Donnelly said there was no evi-
dence of drugs or alcohol, or criminal
activity such as someone having run
the victim off the road. Additionally,
he said weather and road conditions
were good that evening and that an
inspection of the vehicle showed no
mechanical failure. “It just appears to
be a tragic accident,” he said.

palities for the 2009-2010 school year,
totaling $16,347,048 in Fanwood and
$57,119,697 in Scotch Plains.

The next open agenda meeting of
the board will be held on Monday,
May 11.
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Asw. Stender Named to
Appropriations Committee

TRENTON – Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) has
been named to the Assembly Appro-
priations Committee for the duration
of the 2008-2009 legislative session.

“Serving on the Appropriations
Committee is one of
the single most im-
portant ways that a
member of this body
can serve the people
of this state,” Asw.
Stender said. “What
better way to do that
than with an open
and honest exami-
nation of showing
where the money
goes.”

A s s e m b l y
Speaker Joseph J.
Roberts Jr. (LD-5,
Camden) said he se-
lected Mrs. Stender
to join the panel, cit-
ing her “leadership
skills, strong governmental acumen
and unyielding dedication as a full-
time representative of the 22nd Leg-
islative District.”

“When appointing this committee,
you have to look for legislators who
are ready to commit themselves to
what at times may seem one of the
most difficult tasks they will face in
their service to the state,” Mr. Roberts
said. “I have no question about Linda’s
willingness or readiness to serve. I
have seen her persistence, her perse-
verance and, above all, her desire to
make this state a better place.”

The Appropriations Committee is
responsible for reviewing the fiscal
impact of legislation on the state.

Mrs. Stender will also review legisla-
tion dealing with revenues, taxation,
state budget and finance and weigh in
on the process of authorizing expen-
diture of public funds for a specific
governmental purpose.

Bills with a fiscal
note attached or any
legislation to appro-
priate or potentially
a p p r o p r i a t e
$100,000 or more
in state funds must
be second refer-
enced to the Appro-
priations or Budget
Committee.

Mrs. Stender is
serving her fourth
term representing
the 22nd Legisla-
tive District in the
New Jersey General
Assembly. The dis-
trict includes the
Union County com-

munities of Clark, Fanwood, Linden,
Plainfield, Rahway, Scotch Plains and
Winfield Township; Dunellen and
Middlesex in Middlesex County, and
Green Brook and North Plainfield in
Somerset County.

The lawmaker served as a Union
County Freeholder from 1994 until
her election to the Assembly in 2001
and on the Fanwood Borough Coun-
cil from 1988 through 1990. In 1991
she was elected to a four-year term as
mayor of Fanwood.

She earned her bachelor’s degree
at American University in Washing-
ton, D.C. and resides in Fanwood
with her husband, Richard, and their
children, Caroline, Neil and Tyler.

Linda Stender

“common sense” — do not go to
school or work if sick and exhibiting
flu-like symptoms. Covering one’s
nose and mouth when coughing or
sneezing, as well as hand-washing,
are very important.

“We should be concerned, but we
should not be alarmed,” she said.

Individuals can keep updated on
westfieldnj.gov. To call the health
department, dial (908) 789-4070.

The regional health department
serves Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Roselle Park, Springfield, Summit
and Westfield.

Bruno were on vacation, she noted
that it was not likely to have changed
the outcome of the vote.

Councilman Thomas Battaglia
countered Ms. Perna’s argument by
stating that she did not feel a resolu-
tion to appoint legal counsel should
be tabled during two other council
members’ absence at a previous meet-
ing, calling her “hypocritical.”

Additionally, the council approved
the township’s application to defer its
pension payment, though a final de-
cision has not been made as to whether
the township will actually defer the
payment. The application deadline to
be considered for the deferment was
April 22, and was filed by Mr. Conway
prior to council approval.

Mayor David Cohen said he was
“somewhat outraged” that the paper-
work was filed without his knowl-
edge and said that he and the council,
“might as well go sit in the audience.”

Councilwoman Perna said that
while the budget committee is still
considering it, it was not in favor of
deferment. She and Mr. Bruno voted
against the resolution.

Politics became a bone of conten-
tion at the meeting as well when Coun-
cilman DiPasquale, whose seat is up
for re-election this year, criticized the
mayor for comments he made in the
Independent Press that he was con-
tacted regarding a recent Republican
Committee meeting held to choose
candidates for the upcoming elec-
tion. He was unable to attend the
recent mandatory screening, and was
not chosen to be on the ballot. Mayor
Cohen stated that he was not quoted
in the article, but that he did notify
Mr. DiPasquale of the meeting.

Mr. DiPasquale also exchanged
barbs with Chairman Ronner during
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Berkeley Heights
the public comment portion. Mr.
Ronner said that he called Mr.
DiPasquale and letters were sent to
his home, but that he never called
back until after the meeting. Council-
man DiPasquale told Mr. Ronner,
“You’re not my favorite person to talk
to.”

Councilman DiPasquale will have
to run as a write-in for the Primary
election, or wait for the General Elec-
tion in November to run on the party
line.

NEW ASSEMBLYWOMAN... Nancy Munoz was elected as the replacement for
her late husband, Eric, during a special District 21 Republican convention held
Monday in Mountainside.  She received 174 votes, followed by 34 for Long Hill
school board member Bruce Meringolo and 16 for Long Hill Mayor George
Vitureira.  She will finish out the term which concludes in January, and will face
the two Long Hill candidates in the June Primary Election. Mrs. Munoz is
expected to be sworn into office during the Thursday, May 21 General Assembly
session.

GW Council Tackles
Rejected School Budget

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Last week,
Garwood voters rejected a $6.3-mil-
lion school tax levy that would have
raised taxes by an average of $107 in
the borough. With the failure of the
school budget, the borough council
has scheduled a meeting for Monday,
May 4 with the board of education to
begin its review. A revised spending
plan must be in place by May 19.

In total, five budgets in Union
County failed. In addition to
Garwood, residents in Linden, Hill-
side, Kenilworth and Plainfield all
voted down their school budgets for
2009-2010.

“With the state of the economy, we
had really anticipated that there might
have been more [budget failures],”
Union County Superintendent of
Schools Carmen Centuolo said. “In
the Garwood case, the voters I think
felt that they could not accommodate
any increase that was going to be
requested.”

Now that voters have rejected the
budget, the next step is for the school
district to provide a “line by line”
copy of their proposed spending to
the borough council. Ernest Turner,
the borough’s interim school busi-
ness administrator, said these copies
were delivered to the borough coun-
cil last week.

“Depending on what the council
feels it can recommend to the board
of education, it’s going to have to be
a reduction in certain programs,” Mr.
Turner said.

Once the council has review the
budget and made its recommenda-
tions, either to cut the budget, leave it
alone or increase the spending plan,
the revised budget will be sent to Ms.
Centuolo’s office for approval. Once
her office has given their endorse-
ment, the school board will then vote
on the revised budget.

Should the school board and coun-
cil be unable to reach an agreement,
there is the possibility of intervention
from state Department of Education
Commissioner Lucille Davy, although
Ms. Centuolo said that has generally
not been necessary during her tenure.

“We haven’t really in the past. In
my four years, I think there was only
once that we had to go to [the state
level],” Ms. Centuolo said.

Westfield ‘Fund’ Ends
Ties With United Way

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Board of Trustees
of the Westfield United Way voted to end
its affiliation with the national United
Way and return to its original name, the
Westfield United Fund, effective May 1.

According to Linda Maggio, the Fund’s
executive director since 1975, the United
Fund will operate independently, but will
still fund 19 local organizations. The or-
ganization has distributed $25 million to
local agencies over the past 70 years.

Organized in 1937 as the United Cam-
paign of the Westfield Social Agencies, it
remained an independent organization
until 1975, when it affiliated with the
United Way. It was incorporated as the
United Fund of Westfield in 1957.

“The Westfield United Fund’s deci-
sion to separate from the United Way of
America came after a lengthy review pro-
cess of the diverging missions of the two
organizations, including the United Way’s
plan to consolidate its local chapters into
fewer agencies serving larger regions,”
according to a press release issued by the
United Fund. “In addition, the United
Way is increasingly seeking a new focus
on a limited number of national and inter-
national issues.” Garwood Pushes for

Additional Train Stops
By RAYNOR DENITZIO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Talk of expanding train
service in Garwood occurred during
Tuesday’s borough council meeting.

Earlier this month, NJ Transit con-
tacted borough officials regarding the
possibility of adding additional stops in
Garwood. However, to justify the addi-
tional trains, Transit representatives have
requested that the borough devote more
parking spaces to commuters.

William Nierstedt, a Garwood resident
who described himself as a longtime train
rider,  said he believes NJ Transit is being
“contradictory” in requesting additional
parking spaces for commuters. He said
many Garwood residents walk to the sta-
tion, while others utilize the Cranford and
Westfield stations.

Mr. Nierstedt, who is also a member of
the planning board, said he takes the train
from Westfield when he could not guar-
antee he would make one of the evening
trains to Garwood. “If we know there’s a
ride home, more people would use the
train from Garwood,” Mr. Nierstedt said.
“That’s what it boils down to.”

See More News at
www.goleader.com


