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Jessica E. Jaskula for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW BOE FACES…Newly-sworn Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
members Karen Kulikowski, left, and David Gorbunoff, right, are joined by BOE
incumbents Norman “Trip” Whitehouse and Betty Anne Woerner at Monday’s
re-organization meeting.

TO THE MOON…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Moonglowers Jazz
Ensemble took first place at the NJ State Jazz Finals on Friday, April 24, at
Princeton High School. The Moonglowers also received top sectional awards for
saxophones and rhythm section. Soloist awards were won by two Moonglowers –
Joe Ellis on drums and Colleen Curren on vibes. Pictured are current Scotch
Plains Fanwood High School seniors who perform in the Moonglowers. SPF
(SPIFFY) Jazz received third place.

HELPING EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS… UNICO National makes $10,000 contribution to the Roman Catholic Archdiocese
of Newark for Earthquake Relief In L’aquila Region of Italy. Pictured, left to right, are: UNICO Earthquake Committee
Public Relations representative Sebastian D’Elia, who also serves as the director of Public Relations for the County of Union;
UNICO Past National President and UNICO Earthquake Relief Committee Coordinator Renato Biribin, UNICO National
Executive Administrator Salvatore Benvenuti, Plainfield UNICO President Robert Bengivenga and Archbishop John J.
Myers. Anyone who wishes to make a donation can go to the UNICO website at www.unico.org or call (973) 808-0035.

Kulikowski and Gorbunoff
Join SP-F School Board

Mayor Malool Denies Allegations
Of Secrecy On Municipal Budget

Region Health Officer Says ‘Do Not
Be Alarmed’ About Swine Flu

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The health officer
of the Westfield Regional Health
Department, Megan Avallone, out-
lined Tuesday night how the depart-
ment is responding to the Swine In-
fluenza, which, as of Wednesday
morning, had led to a death in Texas
and about a half-dozen hospitaliza-
tions across the country.

As of Tuesday night, Mrs. Avallone
said there had been 64 confirmed
cases in the United States, 45 of which
were found in New York City. First,
Mrs. Avallone reminded everyone that
there are, currently, no confirmed
cases in New Jersey.

She said the symptoms in the U.S.
cases were “basically mild in sever-
ity” but also noted that the country
“expects to see many more cases.”

Internationally, there are confirmed
cases in Mexico, Israel, France, Spain,
New Zealand, Scotland and Canada.
Cases in Mexico have been the most
serious and have led to at least 20
confirmed fatalities. As a result, New-
ark Airport is monitoring individuals
returning from Mexico using thermal
imaging.

Mrs. Avallone said Mexico City,
which is the epicenter for the virus,
has poor air quality, exacerbating pre-
vious respiratory illnesses, and the
nutrition levels of its inhabitants are

equally as bad.
As a result, the CDC (Centers for

Disease Control and Prevention), ear-
lier in the week, issued a travel warn-
ing, recommending that people avoid
non-essential travel to Mexico.

After the meeting, Mrs. Avallone
spoke with The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times and implored people
experiencing flu-like symptoms who
have traveled recently to Mexico to
contact their physicians.

In response to the intensifying out-
break, the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) raised the worldwide
pandemic alert level to Phase 4 (of 6).
Such a phase is characterized by con-
firmed person-to-person spread of a
new influenza virus that is able to
cause “community-level” outbreaks.
As the alert level rises, so too does the
likelihood of a pandemic.

However, at press time, the influ-
enza is not being considered a pan-
demic, and Mrs. Avallone stressed
that point. To be considered a pan-
demic, according to a chart on the
WHO website, “widespread human
infection” on two or more continents
must be present. While there are cases
on multiple continents, they are con-
sidered “limited.”

Mrs. Avallone said swine flu is
transmitted no differently than sea-
sonal flu, and at present, “symptoms
are very mild... and people in the U.S.
can recover at home.” Symptoms in-
clude coughing, sneezing, fever over
100 degrees and muscle aches.

With a nationwide public health
emergency having been declared,
New Jersey will receive 300,000 doses
of Tamiflu from the Strategic Na-
tional Stockpile; the state currently
has 800,000 doses on hand. The anti-
viral prescription medication, which
comes in pill form, so far is the most
effective treatment.

According to Mrs. Avallone, the
WHO is working on a vaccine, but
one might not be ready for six to eight
months.

Mrs. Avallone responded, “There
is a possibility it (Swine Flu) will
become more virulent; just as likely,
it also could drop off the face of the
earth...it’s a day-by-day situation.”
She again stressed that right now, the
influenza is “not serious” and that
U.S. citizens have not experienced
“serious symptoms,” and they can
recover at home.

“Will that be the case a week from
now?” Mrs. Avallone asked. “We
don’t know. That’s why it’s scary. It’s
a new virus, where people have no
natural immunity.”

Mrs. Avallone said getting a flu

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Nancy Malool denied, this week, that
the 2009 municipal budget is being
crafted in private and in violation of
open public meeting requirements.

At Tuesday night’s township coun-
cil meeting, the mayor responded to
accusations by Democratic Party
Chairman Dick Samuel that the coun-
cil, in recent weeks, has met about the
budget “behind closed doors” and
under the guise of executive sessions
devoted to discussing possible lay-
offs of municipal employees. Mr.
Samuel said those sessions should
have been open to the public because
state statute says that closed sessions
are only required when specific em-
ployees are being discussed and the
municipal manager — not the coun-
cil — decides which specific em-
ployees will be laid off.

Over the past week, Mr. Samuel,
who has attended most budget meet-
ings over the past two years, has en-
gaged in a series of e-mail exchanges

with the mayor and other township
officials about the matter. Last Thurs-
day, according to an e-mail he pro-
vided to The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, he told the mayor that the
council’s “secret deliberations” may
have been an effort “to prevent me
from hearing your deliberations.” He
said he interpreted some of the
mayor’s e-mails as implying that “the
entire budget was discussed and that
decisions were made.”

The mayor told Mr. Samuel that the
council’s closed sessions, including
one last week, involved personnel
discussions. “I don’t think we’ve done
anything improper,” she said. The
township budget was discussed only
in terms of possible layoffs, she said.

Township Attorney Brian Levine
told Mr. Samuel that the specific stat-
utes he had cited actually “clearly
provide” that the council should have,
and properly did, hold those person-
nel discussions in closed session.

The council is planning to intro-
duce its budget early, prior to a public
hearing and vote in June. Mr. Samuel
said, on Tuesday, that it was “very
important for the public to know” the
details of how the budget was as-
sembled. It was important, he added,
to “not only see the results, but to see
the deliberations.”

The mayor said other towns intro-
duce their budget first and then hold
meetings prior to its final adoption.
The budget that will be unveiled at
the May 12 meeting is one “that can
be worked on,” Mayor Malool said.

The first budget meeting will be on
Tuesday, May 5, when Chief Finan-
cial Officer Lori Majeski presents the
spending plan that she and consultant
Gregory Fehrenbach assembled.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a bid from Midco Waste Sys-
tems for the annual, residential spring
clean up in June. The company’s

$85.67 per permit purchased is $5
higher than its rate last year due to
increased carting fees, according to
Acting Township Manager Robert
LaCosta. Councilman Dominick
Bratti said that household permits
will still cost $75 for up to 750 lbs. of
household refuse, and Mayor Malool
noted that the $5 increase will be
covered by state Clean Communities
funding.

The council gave final approval to
an ordinance establishing a $100 fee
for any extra duty police vehicles,
such as utility roadwork requiring a
police officer. Councilwoman Mary
DePaola said that any company or
other entity requiring a policeman
will be charged $100 per day for use
of the police vehicle.

The council approved a resolution
appointing Orion Systems Integra-
tors to provide computer systems sup-
port to the township government.
Councilman Bratti said the firm “is
familiar with the township’s needs”
and has been “working with the town-
ship for a number of years.”

The council introduced an ordi-
nance that will take the council out of
the appeals process regarding zoning
board approvals. Presently, local law
allows objectors to a zoning board
application to appeal an approval to
the township council, although that
avenue has been used just once in the
past 35 years, according to Mr.
LaCosta. Councilman Jeffrey Strauss
said the ordinance would delete that
proviso and require all appeals to
proceed directly to Superior Court.
The public hearing on this ordinance
will be held on Tuesday, May 12.

At the start of the meeting, Vincent
and Nicholas Losavio, owners of
John’s Meat Market on Park Avenue,
were honored with a resolution con-
gratulating them on the 70th anniver-
sary of their family’s business.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At Monday’s
reorganization meeting for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
newly elected board member Karen
Kulikowski was sworn into office
along with incumbents Norman
“Trip” Whitehouse and Betty Anne
Woerner, who won re-election last
week. David Gorbunoff, who was
appointed by the board to fill a va-
cancy left by the resignation of Jane
Costello, also took his oath of office.

Ms. Kulikowski, Ms. Woerner and
Mr. Whitehouse, who each ran unop-
posed, will serve three-year terms.
Mr. Gorbunoff will serve the remain-
ing year left on Ms. Costello’s term.

“I’m thrilled [to serve again] and
looking forward to working with this
group of people,” Ms. Woerner said.

As a newcomer, Ms. Kulikowski
also expressed her excitement to The
Scotch Plains- Fanwood Times. “This
is such an honor,” she said.

Additionally, Mr. Whitehouse was
elected Monday to another term as
board president. Board Vice-Presi-
dent Sasha Slocum was also re-elected
to her role. There were no other nomi-
nations.

“I’m very excited,” Ms. Slocum
told The Times of the new term. “Last
year has taught me a lot and I feel I
can be very effective this year.”

Also Monday, Business Adminis-
trator Anthony Del Sordi gave unof-
ficial election results. The budget was
approved this year. Out of 2,407 votes
cast in Scotch Plains, 1,369 residents
voted for the budget and 1,038 voted
against it. In Fanwood, out of 1,087
votes cast, 579 voted “yes” to the

2009-2010 school budget with 508
voting “no.” This amounts to a total
of 1,948 votes in favor of the budget.
Turnout was 16 percent of the com-
bined 21,000 registered voters in the
two communities.

“I want to thank both communities
[for passing the budget],” Mr.
Whitehouse told The Times “I do un-
derstand that this was a tough year
financially and I’m sure that many
people, before pulling ‘yes’, had to
pause for a second,” he continued. “I
want to wholeheartedly thank our
district for allowing us to continue to
educate.”

Ms. Slocum said that she was
touched hearing the budget vote on
Tuesday night. With this current eco-
nomic situation, “this was one of the
most moving years,” she said. “There
were tears,” she said. “It was such an
emotional response.” Judging by the
reaction of the crowd that had as-
sembled that night, including educa-
tors and PTA members, she said the
approval of the budget was a “big
release” for people.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes also expressed her grati-
tude to the district at the close of the
meeting for supporting the budget.

The board also approved Monday
The Times and the Courier News as
the official publications for all dis-
trict official legal/public notices for
the 2009-2010 school year, as well as
approving the adopting of existing
policies and curriculum. It also ap-
proved the dates and times for open
agenda and regular public meetings.

The board also approved the
monthly tax payments by the munici-
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Courtesy of Steven Falco
SHADE TREES...Over one hundred people turned out to celebrate Arbor Day
this past Friday at Carriage House Park in Fanwood. Pictured are: Alyssa Lopez,
Matt Aud, Biki ElNeggar and Caelan Starnes helping Fanwood Councilman Dave
Valian display the Tree City USA flag that was awarded to Fanwood for the 16th
consecutive year by the National Arbor Day Foundation.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Berkeley Heights Council
Debates Police Chief’s Salary

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The
Berkeley Heights Council upheld its
previous decision to pay Police Chief
David Zager $65,000, and to allow
the township to defer its state pension
payments for 2009 in 4-2 votes at a
meeting on Tuesday night.

Berkeley Heights has a mayor and
six council members. The mayor is
elected to a four-year term and the
council members are elected to three-
year terms, with two council seats up
every year.

A controversy erupted amongst the
council members regarding a payout
to the police chief, and the approval
of it, during the absence of council
members Elaine Perna and Joseph
Bruno.

Several residents said they wanted
to see the council rescind the agree-
ment, as proposed on the evening’s
agenda.

It was revealed at Tuesday’s meet-
ing that, in October, Councilman
Louis DiPasquale, whose brother is a
police officer for the township, ap-
proached Councilman Bruno saying
that Chief Zager had floated a rumor
of his retirement and it was causing a
disruption in the department. Accord-
ing to Councilman Bruno, and not
disputed by Councilman DiPasquale,
he was also told that the chief did
want to retire.

It is currently unknown as to when
the chief plans to retire, but Township
Administrator Jack Conway did con-
firm that he has filed with the pension
board.

Due to an accounting error, the
chief may be entitled to an additional
salary. According to the council, the
chief is required to be paid $1 more

than the highest paid officer. In the
case of Berkeley Heights, one of the
police captains has served as the di-
rector of the Office of Emergency
Management, which has a salary of
approximately $4,000 per year, since
2002. The township was paying this
salary and including it in the captain’s
pension calculation. The error has
been fixed for the future, but some
council members agreed that the chief
should be compensated to make up
for the difference, while others, such
as Mr. Bruno, felt that the state pen-
sion board should be notified of the
error and the township receive the
erroneous contributions back.

Several residents spoke out in sup-
port of rescinding the payment, with
Lisa Smith calling it “unethical” and
that it “borders on criminal.” She
went on to say that she felt Mr.
DiPasquale should not be voting on
police matters because of his brother
and that, “no one should ever put
their trust in you (the council) again.”

Republican Chairman and former
councilman David Ronner said he
felt it was irresponsible that the coun-
cil was making this payment and did
not have the police chief sign a waiver
to negate a future lawsuit.

The discussion among the council
members became heated at times,
with Councilman DiPasquale using
an expletive to describe their behav-
ior.

Councilman Bruno stated that he
did not want to give the chief any
money unless he was going to retire
and felt that the chief got everything
he was asking for, including an extra
$14,000. While Councilwoman Perna
stated her displeasure that this was
done while she and Councilman


