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POLICE BLOTTER

ELECTION NIGHT...Superintendent of Schools Margaret Dolan, left, poses
with newly elected Westfield Board of Election (BOE) members, pictured left to
right, David Finn, Jane Clancy (re-elected for a second term) and Richard
Mattessich. The group celebrated its win at BOE member Ann Cary’s home on
Tuesday, April 21.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
NOT GOOD FOR THE LANDSCAPING…Shortly after 11 a.m. on Monday, two
cars met in a minor accident at North Euclid and Kimball Avenues. One minor
injury was reported, and both vehicles needed to be towed from the scene.

Westfield
Sunday, April 19, a resident of the 700

block of Westfield Avenue reported an
incident of criminal mischief in which the
driver’s side mirror on a motor vehicle was
torn off and the glass removed.

Tuesday, April 21, Maxwell D. Scher,
18, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Westfield criminal warrant for $505
at the intersection of Watterson Street and
Rahway Avenue pursuant to an investiga-
tion. He was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and released upon
posting bail.

Wednesday, April 22, Antonio
Caponigro, 27, of Palm Bay, Fla. was ar-
rested on an outstanding Hanover traffic
warrant for $500 after a motor vehicle stop
on Summit Avenue. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and turned over to the Hanover Police De-
partment.

Wednesday, April 22, Vishal Oberoi, 28,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an out-
standing Cranford traffic warrant for $215
after a motor vehicle stop at Rahway Av-
enue and West Broad Street. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and turned over to the Cranford
Police Department.

Friday, April 24, William Hughes, Jr.,
47, of Westfield was arrested after respond-
ing to police headquarters to satisfy an
outstanding New Brunswick traffic warrant
for $500. He was released after posting bail.

Friday, April 24, Matthew Sloves, 41, of
Rahway was arrested after responding to
Westfield police headquarters to satisfy an
outstanding Rahway traffic warrant for $175.
He was released after posting bail.

Friday, April 24, a Westfield resident
reported the theft of her Louis Vuitton purse
and its contents, valued at approximately
$750, from a business on the 200 block of
Elm Street. The victim realized that she had
left her purse at the business and when she
returned to retrieve the item, it was missing
or stolen.

Friday, April 24, a Westfield resident
reported that unauthorized charges totaling
$937 had been made on her credit card
during a three-month period. The case is
under investigation by the Westfield Police
Department’s Detective Bureau.

Friday, April 24, a Westfield resident
reported that unauthorized charges had been
made on his VISA credit card, totaling
$59.95. The case is under investigation by
the Westfield Police Department’s Detec-
tive Bureau.

Friday, April 24, Jilberto Mejias, 50, of
Elizabeth was arrested in the area of East
South Avenue and Sussex Street on two
active criminal warrants from Elizabeth, for
a total of $400, and a disorderly persons
offense. He was charged with the disorderly
persons offense after he was found to alleg-
edly be in possession of prescription legend
drugs without a valid prescription.

Mejias was stopped on foot after a police
officer observed him acting suspiciously,
authorities said. He posted bail on the out-
standing warrants and was issued a sum-
mons on the Westfield charge before being
released.

Saturday, April 25, William Rivera-
Chamale, 30, of Bound Brook was arrested
on an outstanding Middlesex Borough traf-
fic warrant for $114 after a motor vehicle
stop at East Broad Street and North Avenue.
He was released after posting bail.

Saturday, April 25, Markees Zamor, 21,
of Linden was arrested at Linden police
headquarters on an active Westfield crimi-
nal warrant for $500. He could not post bail
and subsequently was committed to the
Union County jail.

Saturday, April 25, Damian Brooks, 26,
of Newark was arrested on the 100 block of
North Euclid Avenue on an outstanding no-
bail warrant issued by the Passaic County
Sheriff’s Department. Brooks was stopped
when a random license plate inquiry re-
vealed the active warrant. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and turned over to the Passaic
County Sheriff’s Department.

Shadeed Ellis, 33, of Bloomfield, a pas-
senger in the vehicle driven by Brooks, was
arrested on an outstanding East Orange
traffic warrant for $106. Ellis was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released after posting bail.

Saturday, April 25, an envelope contain-
ing a birth certificate was found at the
Westfield Diner. The package and birth
certificate were turned over to the Westfield
Police Department and secured in its prop-
erty locker.

Saturday, April 25, Jehaan Depina-Veiga,
20, of Roselle was arrested on the 900 block
of West South Avenue on an outstanding
Roselle traffic warrant for $955. He was
stopped after a registration check revealed
he was operating a motor vehicle with a
suspended driver’s license. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released after posting bail.
Depina-Veiga was issued a summons for
operating a motor vehicle with a suspended
license.

Sunday, April 26, Norman Dillon, III,
50, of Edison was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop in the area of Springfield Av-
enue and Cardinal Drive on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant for $250. Dillon
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released on his own
recognizance with a new court date.

Scotch Plains
Monday, April 20, Steven Hall, 47, of

Elizabeth was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He was
processed and released.

Monday, April 20, a resident of Cooper
Road reported that someone did approxi-
mately $75 worth of damage to her mail-
box.

Monday, April 20, a resident of Riverdale
Court reported that a former friend made
multiple harassing telephone calls at all
hours of the night.

Monday, April 20, Patrick Shin, 42, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed and released.

Saturday, April 25, a resident of Westfield
Road reported that someone threw several
rocks at his front door, causing damage.

Saturday, April 25, a resident of Ever-
green Boulevard reported that someone
transferred money from his bank account
without authorization.

Saturday, April 25, an employee of the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools reported that someone removed
food items valued at approximately $50
from the cafeteria.

Mountainside
Wednesday, April 22, police responded

to a report of a fire on Mountain Avenue.
According to the police, the homeowner
was burning logs in an outdoor fireplace,
which got out of control. The fire depart-

ment responded and put out the fire, au-
thorities said. No damage was reported.

Thursday, April 23, a patron at a Route
22 gas station reported that she requested
gas and intended to pay cash for the pur-
chase. According to police, she changed her
mind and told the attendant she would be
paying by debit card instead. When the
attendant removed the nozzle in order to
restart the transaction, approximately one
cup of gasoline worth 24 cents discharged
into the vehicle and on the driver’s clothing,
police reported. No damage to the vehicle
was visible, but the smell of gasoline was
evident in the vehicle, authorities said.

Thursday, April 23, Michael J. DePalma,
23, of Bloomfield was arrested for allegedly
driving with a suspended license after a
motor vehicle stop. He was processed and
released at the scene.

Friday, April 24, Quentin Walker, 38, of
Somerset was picked up at the New
Brunswick police department and charged
with an outstanding warrant in the amount
of $565.

Saturday, April 25, Vivek Oberoi, 26, of
Elizabeth was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI) after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22 for failure to
maintain a lane.

Monday, April 27, a resident of Central
Avenue reported that while she was sitting
in her living room, a car pulled up in front of
her house and she witnessed the driver, a
well-dressed woman in her 30s with blond
hair, get out of the vehicle and remove a bag
of garbage from the can at the end of the
driveway. According to police, the suspect
put the bag on the passenger seat and drove
away towards Route 22 in a vehicle de-
scribed as a black Honda Accord with New
Jersey license plate VTT125.

Fanwood
Sometime between 7 p.m. on Tuesday,

April 14, and 7 p.m. on Wednesday, April
15, a green bicycle was stolen from the back
porch of a residence on the end block of
Mary Lane.

Thursday, April 16, Juan Airar, 50, of
Elizabeth was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop for cell phone use and charged with
multiple outstanding warrants out of New-
ark. He was processed and released.

Thursday, April 16, Lamont Yarrell, 46,
a homeless individual, was arrested on a
Union County no-bail warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. He was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Union County
Sheriff’s Department.

Friday, April 17, Michelle Sasso, 24, of
Bloomfield was arrested on an outstanding
Kinnelon warrant after a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue. She was processed and
released.

Sunday, April 19, Gerardo Alvarado, 25,
of Elizabeth was arrested for suspicion of
DWI and failure to provide a breath sample
after being stopped for failure to maintain a
lane on Terrill Road. He was processed and
turned over to a family member.

Thursday, April 23, Jerome Pickney, Jr.,
20, of Plainfield was arrested on warrants
out of Watchung, Westfield, Piscataway
and Elizabeth after a motor vehicle stop on
Westfield Road. He was processed and
released to the Piscataway Police Depart-
ment.

Thursday, April 23, Tanya Davis, 30, of
Plainfield was arrested on a no-bail warrant
out of Plainfield after an investigation on
Martine Avenue. She was processed and
picked up by the Plainfield Police Depart-
ment.

Thursday, April 23, Alisha Lewis, 28, of
New Providence was arrested on warrants
out of Woodbridge, Clark and Edison after
an investigation on Martine Avenue. She
was processed and turned over to the
Woodbridge Police Department after fail-
ing to post bail.

Thursday, April 23, a resident reported
that his motor vehicle sustained multiple
scratches while parked at the south side
train station parking lot overnight.

A business on the 100 block of South
Avenue reported that sometime between
6:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 23, and 9 p.m.
on Friday, April 24, someone damaged the
fence at the rear of his property.

Friday, April 24, Peter Breece, 20, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on a Bergen
County warrant after a motor vehicle stop
on Westfield Avenue. He was processed
and released with a court date to appear in
Bergen County Court.

Saturday, April 25, Enn Muru, 21, of
Colonia was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop on South Martine Avenue and charged
with suspicion of DWI after failing a field
sobriety test.

Sometime between Saturday, April 25,
and Monday, April 27, a business on the
200 block of South Avenue reported that
someone removed both side view mirrors
from a Cadillac parked at the business. The
value of both mirrors is $1,500.

Tuesday, April 28, Delshaun Myers, 34,
of Roselle was arrested on a Clark Town-
ship warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue. He was processed and re-
leased.

virus, where people have no natural
immunity.”

Fellow Second Ward Councilwoman
Vicki Kimmins asked if having a flu
shot would help.

“It won’t hurt,” Mrs. Avallone said,
“but it’s not going to help with immu-
nity since it’s a new strain of virus.”

Mrs. Avallone said the health depart-
ment has been in contact with all school
registered nurses, who will survey stu-
dents for ILI (influenza-like illness)
symptoms.

Mrs. Avallone told The Leader that
the health department received a call
from a school nurse who was alerted
to the fact that a child exhibiting flu-
like symptoms had recently traveled
from Mexico. This child was sent to a
hospital emergency room for testing,
but the results have not been final-
ized.

“We’re getting concerned only when
there is a link to travel to Mexico
through that individual or that
individual’s immediate family,” she
said.

The town has made contact with all
local first-responder groups and Over-
look Hospital, which are prepared. All
Type A, non-identifiable influenzae
isolates will be sent to a public health
environmental lab for confirmatory
testing. Arrangements have been made
to have Union County’s Office of
Health Management to transport these
isolates to the state lab if needed.

Union County has PPEs (personal
protective equipment), including
gloves, masks, goggles and suits, ready
for first responders.

At present, Mrs. Avallone feels that
while the world is dealing with a “scary”
new virus, the swine flu story has been
overblown.

“The media needs to fill a 24-hour
cycle of news. They need to fill it with
something... They reported that there

have been 200 deaths in Mexico, but
that is not necessarily true. There have
been only 20 confirmed deaths there,”
she said Tuesday night.

She also reminded the public that as
of Tuesday night, there had been no
confirmed fatalities in the United States,
and that on average, seasonal flu kills
roughly 36,000 people a year.

She encouraged people to employ
“common sense” — do not go to school
or work if sick and exhibiting flu-like
symptoms. Covering one’s nose and
mouth when coughing or sneezing, as
well as hand-washing, are very impor-
tant.

“We should be concerned, but we
should not be alarmed,” she said.

Keep updated on westfieldnj.gov. To
call the health department, dial (908)
789-4070.

In the public portion of the meeting,
Marc Brody of Woodmere Drive, whose
home backs up to Brightwood Park,
came to thank Town Clerk Claire Gray.

Experiencing a “horrendous stench”
and seeing what he thought was a dead
dog on his property, just outside his
window, Mr. Brody called a number of
local agents to remove the animal.

Upon realizing that it was a dead
deer, Mr. Brody called the police, the
health department, animal control,
the Department of Public Works, but
to no avail. No entity would remove
the animal since it was on private
property.

Finally calling “the boss,” as he re-
ferred to Mrs. Gray, Mr. Brody said she
found Carcass Removal Services, In-
corporated, which removed the animal
Wednesday.

“I called anyone. No one wanted to
touch it,” Mr. Brody said, “So, I came to
tell you what a wonderful employee
you have here. She took the time to take
care of me. She realizes there’s a glitch
in the system.”

GW Council Tackles
Rejected School Budget

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Last week,
Garwood voters rejected a $6.3-mil-
lion school tax levy that would have
raised taxes by an average of $107 in
the borough. With the failure of the
school budget, the borough council
has scheduled a public meeting for
May 4, with the board of education to
begin its review of the budget. A
revised spending plan must be in place
by May 19.

In total, five budgets in Union
County failed. In addition to
Garwood, residents in Linden, Hill-
side, Kenilworth and Plainfield all
voted down their school budgets for
2009-2010.

“With the state of the economy, we
had really anticipated that there might
have been more [budget failures],”
Union County Superintendent of
Schools Carmen Centoulo said. “In
the Garwood case, the voters, I think,
felt that they could not accommodate
any increase that was going to be
requested.”

Now that voters have rejected the
budget, the next step is for the school
district to provide a “line by line”

copy of their proposed spending to
the borough council. Ernest Turner,
the borough’s interim school busi-
ness administrator, said these copies
were delivered to the borough coun-
cil last week.

“Depending on what the council
feels it can recommend to the Board
of Education, it’s going to have to be
a reduction in certain programs,” Mr.
Turner said.

Once the council has reviewed the
budget and made its recommenda-
tions, either to cut the budget, leave it
alone or increase the spending plan,
the revised budget will be sent to Ms.
Centoulo’s office for approval. Once
her office has given its endorsement,
the school board will then vote on the
revised budget.

Should the school board and coun-
cil be unable to reach an agreement,
there is the possibility of intervention
from state Department of Education
Commissioner Lucille Davy, although
Ms. Centoulo said that has generally
not been necessary during her tenure.

“We haven’t really in the past. In
my four years, I think there was only
once that we had to go to [the state
level],” Ms. Centoulo said.

dents walk to the station, while others
utilize the Cranford and Westfield sta-
tions due to the lack of stops in the
borough.

Mr. Nierstedt, who is also a member
of the planning board, detailed his own
experience of taking the train from
Westfield on days he could not guaran-
tee he would make one of the evening
trains to Garwood. He said other com-
muters, including Councilman Anthony
Sytko, have had similar experiences
and that increasing stops alone would
draw more commuters to the station.

“If we know there’s a ride home,
more people use the train from
Garwood,” Mr. Nierstedt said. “That’s
what it boils down to.”

Mr. Sytko, the borough’s Transpor-
tation Advisory Board representative,
said his spot check of the Kennedy
Plaza lot over the last two weeks showed
available spaces, though he admitted it
was a “poor sample size.”

The usability of this lot is also
questionable since it was built using a
federal Community Development
Block Grant. Mr. Sytko said NJ Tran-
sit has discussed the possibility of
building an expanded station in the
borough if and when Midtown Direct
service is added to the Raritan Valley
Line.

“It’s a chicken and egg thing,” Mr.
Sytko said. “[NJ Transit’s] not going to
give us the stops until we get more
parking. We’re not going to get the
parking until we get more stops.”

Mayor Dennis McCarthy asked Mr.
Nierstedt to draft a letter detailing his
comments, which will then be sent to
NJ Transit. Officials said they would
explore avenues for additional com-
muter parking.

Tuesday was also a public hearing on
the 2009 municipal budget. The bor-
ough plans to spend $7,013,610 in 2009,
an increase of more than $177,000 from
last year. The total tax levy for the
budget is $5.2 million and carries with
it an average tax increase of $170 for a
home assessed at $103,000. The bor-
ough will utilize the state’s pension
deferral program, and has also applied
for extraordinary state aid.

The council, along with borough
auditor Warren Korecky and Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Sandy Bruns, answered
inquiries from resident Bruce Paterson,
who had forwarded a list of roughly 30
questions to the governing body in ad-
vance of the meeting.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a bond ordinance for the 2009
road and drainage improvement
project. The repair work includes
drainage on Pine Avenue and road
resurfacing on Beech Avenue and East
Street. Ordinances to require the ret-
rofitting of storm drains and enacting
regulations for dumpsters in the bor-
ough were approved as well.

The May 12 council will feature the
annual “Students in Government Day,”
during which borough students will act
as the borough’s officials.
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Berkeley Heights Debates
Police Chief’s Salary

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The
Berkeley Heights Council upheld its
previous decision to pay Police Chief
David Zager $65,000, and to allow the
township to defer its state pension pay-
ments for 2009 in a 4-2 vote at a council
meeting Tuesday night.

Berkeley Heights has a mayor and
six council members. The mayor is
elected to a four-year term and the
council members are elected to three-
year terms, with two council seats up
every year.

A controversy erupted amongst the
council members regarding a payout to
the police chief, and the approval of it,
during the absence of council members
Elaine Perna and Joseph Bruno.

Several residents said they wanted to
see the council rescind the agreement,
as proposed on the evening’s agenda.

It was revealed at Tuesday’s meeting
that, in October, Councilman Louis
DiPasquale, whose brother is a police
officer for the township, approached
Councilman Bruno saying that Chief
Zager had floated a rumor of his retire-
ment and it was causing a disruption in
the department.

Township Administrator Jack
Conway did confirm that the chief  has
filed with the pension board, but it is
currently unknown as to when he  plans
to retire.

Due to an accounting error, the chief
may be entitled to additional salary.
According to the council, the chief is
required to be paid $1 more than the
highest paid officer. One of the town-
ships’ police captains has served as the
director of the Office of Emergency
Management, which has a salary of
approximately $4,000 per year, since
2002. The township was paying this
salary and including it in the captain’s
pension calculation. The error has been
fixed for the future, but some council
members agreed that the chief should
be compensated to make up for the
difference, while others, such as Mr.
Bruno, felt that the state pension board
should be notified of the error and the
township receive the erroneous contri-
butions back.

Several residents spoke out in sup-
port of rescinding the payment. Lisa
Smith called it “unethical” and that it
“borders on criminal.” She said she felt
Mr. DiPasquale should not vote on
police matters because of his brother
and that, “no one should ever put their
trust in you (the council) again.”

Republican Chairman and former
councilman David Ronner said he felt
it was irresponsible that the council was
making this payment and did not have
the police chief sign a waiver to negate
a future lawsuit. He also complained
that Mr. DiPasquale did not respond
to his letters and phone calls in a

timely manner.
The discussion among the council

members became heated at times, with
Councilman DiPasquale using an exple-
tive to describe the council’s behavior.

Councilman Bruno stated that he did
not want to give the chief any money
unless he was going to retire and felt
that the chief got everything he was
asking for, including an extra $14,000.
While councilwoman Perna stated her
displeasure that this was done while
she and councilman Bruno were on
vacation, though she noted that it was
not likely to have changed the outcome
of the vote.

Councilman Thomas Battaglia coun-
tered Ms. Perna’s argument by stating
that she did not feel a resolution to
appoint legal counsel should be tabled
during two other council members’
absence at a previous meeting, calling
her “hypocritical.”

Additionally, the council approved
the township’s application to defer pen-
sion payment, though a final decision
has not been made as to whether the
township will actually defer the pay-
ment. The application deadline to be
considered for the deferment was April
22, and was filed by Mr. Conway prior
to council approval.

Mayor David Cohen said he was
“somewhat outraged” that the paper-
work was filed without his knowledge
and said that he and the council, “might
as well go sit in the audience.”

Councilwoman Perna said that while
the budget committee is still consider-
ing it, it was not in favor of deferment.
She and Mr. Bruno voted against the
resolution.

Councilman DiPasquale, who’s seat
is up for re-election this year, criticized
the mayor for comments he made in the
Independent Press that he was con-
tacted regarding a recent Republican
Committee meeting held to choose can-
didates for the upcoming election. He
was unable to attend the recent manda-
tory screening, and was not chosen to
be on the ballot. Mayor Cohen stated
that he was not quoted in the article, but
that he did notify Mr. DiPasquale of the
meeting.

Councilman DiPasquale will have to
run as a write-in for the rimary election,
or wait for the general election in No-
vember to run on the party line.

conducted by the state as part of its
“overall monitoring program.”

She said the state has told the dis-
trict that it needs transitional services.

Ted Kozlik, special services direc-
tor, said he projected the district would
need a third special education class
due to increased enrollment, saying
seven students arrived in the district
over the last four to five months who
were not accounted for in the budget.

He also said the out-of-district
placement is at 9.6 percent, where 9.5
percent is the maximum target. The
cost savings is improved if a student
is kept in-district, the board said.

Mr. Kozlik also said the district’s
English as a Second Language pro-
gram needs improvement.

Board Secretary Bob Berman ex-
plained that the district would defer
50 percent of the Public Employees
Retirement System pension liabil-
ity in the amount of $272,026, but
plans to pay it off by June 30, if
possible, to avoid paying as much
interest, at a rate of 8 percent, as
possible.

The next board of education meet-
ing is Tuesday, May 5, when the board
will announce the recipient of the
Philhower Award. The location and
time is to be determined and will be
posted on the district’s website.

Tax Collector Office
Open Late for Taxes

WESTFIELD — The office of the
Westfield Tax Collector will be open on
Friday, May 1, from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
(note new closing time) for the payment
of property taxes.

Contact the tax office with any ques-
tions at (908) 789-4051 or by e-mail at
taxcollector@westfieldnj.gov.

Interest will be charged beginning on
Wednesday, May 6.

DWC Preps for New Promo;
Cameras Could Be Delayed

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) board,
Monday, discussed the proposed cam-
era project for the area behind Starbucks,
where teenagers and young adults have
been hanging out.

Town Councilman Frank Arena,
council liaison to the DWC, reported
that Councilman Mark Ciarrocca had
conducted discussions with many of
the stakeholders in that area, and Mr.
Arena described their reactions as
“gung-ho” to the cameras.

He also said Starbucks liked the idea
of an in-store monitor, which was not
part of the proposal. Mr. Gildea closed
out the discussion by saying that in the
current economic climate, the town
may need to delay the purchase.

Mrs. Cronin reported that the retail
occupancy rate in Westfield remains at
94 percent. Mrs. Cronin said in the past
month, there has been an upswing in
interest in the retail space market.

Mrs. Cronin passed out applications
for the Downtown Westfield 5K (The
Pizza Run), to be held on Wednesday,
July 22. Plans continue to move for-
ward for a car show to be held in early
October. The concept of a food and
wine festival to be held on September
12 continues to be pursued, though
finding consensus on a format among
the town’s restaurants is proving chal-
lenging, Mrs. Cronin said.

Town administrator Jim Gildea re-
ported that Union County approved the
South Avenue Streetscape project. It
may now go to bid.

A sign grant was approved for Bou-
levard Bistro, who is taking over the
former Allied Business Machines space
on South Avenue. A façade grant was
discussed for the former Tarpley Jewel-
ers space at the corner of Quimby Street
and Central Avenue.

The board also discussed the
Westfield in Bloom competition, which
will be judged on July 2 and 3. The
Westfield in Bloom promotion is in-
tended to improve the appearance of
the entire town. The DWC has been in
contact with organizations in town about
making an effort to beautify a variety of
locations around town, and will ask
homeowners to also make an extra ef-
fort to use plants and flowers to beau-
tify their homes.

Planter baskets will be mounted on
many poles downtown, and stores will
be asked to invest in planters and to help
with their watering. The DWC’s effort
is being assisted by Williams’ Nursery.
According to DWC Executive Director
Sherry Cronin, judging will be based
on tidiness, environmental concerns,
community involvement and heritage.
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dar-setting meeting from noon until 4
p.m. in the Susan Collier Media Cen-
ter at Beechwood School. The pur-
pose of the meeting is to make a
proactive attempt to ensure that com-
munity events do not overlap with
events planned by the district during
the 2009-2010 school year.
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