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HELPING EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS…UNICO National makes a $10,000 con-
tribution to the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Newark for Earthquake Relief In
the L’aquila Region of Italy. Pictured, left to right, are: UNICO Earthquake
Committee Public Relations representative Sebastian D’Elia, who also serves as the
director of Public Relations for the County of Union; UNICO Past National
President and Earthquake Relief Committee Coordinator Renato Biribin, UNICO
National Executive Administrator Salvatore Benvenuti, Plainfields’ UNICO Presi-
dent Robert Bengivenga and Archbishop John J. Myers. Anyone who wishes to
make a donation can go to the UNICO website at unico.org or call (973) 808-0035.NEW ASSEMBLYWOMAN...Nancy Munoz was elected as the replacement for

her late husband, Eric, during a special District 21 Republican convention held
Monday in Mountainside.  She received 174 votes, followed by 34 for Long Hill
school board member Bruce Meringolo and 16 for Long Hill Mayor George
Vitureira.  She will finish out the term, which concludes in January, and will face
the two Long Hill candidates in the June Primary Election. Mrs. Munoz is expected
to be sworn into office during the Thursday, May 21, General Assembly session.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WESTFIELD UNITES... Linda Maggio, executive director, and Board of Trustees member Jennifer Jaruzelski celebrate
the Westfield United Way’s decision to end its affiliation with the United Way and go back to the original name, the Westfield
United Fund.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GREAT WEATHER FOR A FAIR...Temperatures in the upper 80s greeted
Westfield Spring Fling street fair goers on Sunday along with clowns, face
painters and food and crafts vendors.

WF Health Officer Says ‘Do Not
Be Alarmed’ About Swine Flu

Westfield ‘Fund’ Votes to Cut
Ties With United Way, May 1

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Board of Trust-
ees of the Westfield United Way have
voted to end its affiliation with the
national United Way and return to its
original name, the Westfield United
Fund, effective May 1.

According to Linda Maggio, the
Fund’s executive director since 1975,
the United Fund will now operate
independently, but will still fund 19
local human services agencies. The
organization has distributed $25 mil-
lion to local agencies over the past 70
years.

Organized in 1937 as the United
Campaign of the Westfield Social
Agencies, the organization remained
independent until 1975, when they
affiliated with the United Way. The
organization was incorporated as the
United Fund of Westfield in 1957

following a town-wide survey con-
ducted by then Mayor Emerson Tho-
mas.

“The Westfield United Fund’s de-
cision to separate from the United
Way of America came after a lengthy
review process of the diverging mis-
sions of the two organizations, in-
cluding the United Way’s plan to con-
solidate its local chapters into fewer
agencies serving larger regions,” ac-
cording to a press release issued by
the United Fund. “In addition, the
United Way is increasingly seeking a
new focus on a limited number of
national and international issues.”

According to information supplied
by the United Fund, the organization
first broke ties with the United Way in
1990 due to what it deemed “financial
improprieties” by the national orga-
nization but rejoined the national or-
ganization a decade later.

Among the groups the United Fund
supports are the Arc of Union County,
CONTACT We Care, Mobile Meals
and the Westfield Area Y. The United
Fund has also provided hot meals,

home care and transportation for se-
niors, as well as childcare and coun-
seling services for families in crisis.

David Foltz, president of the United
Fund Board of Trustees, said the
United Fund’s mission would remain
unchanged.

“Our mission is helping people.
That mission has, if anything, be-
come more critical in the current
economy. At a time when the na-
tional United Way is thinking glo-
bally, we are thinking locally. We
want to assure our donors that dol-
lars raised here will stay here,” Mr.
Foltz said.

The United Fund’s annual alloca-
tions have gone from $172,654 in
1958 to $580,000 for charity this year.
The Westfield United Fund has allo-
cated $25.3 million since 1937.

The United Way of Greater Union
County (UWGUC) based out of Eliza-
beth, the United Way of Summit and
New Providence also serves Union
County, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Garwood, Mountainside, Cranford
and Clark.

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The health officer of
the Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment, Megan Avallone, outlined Tues-
day night how the town is responding to
the Swine Influenza, which, as of
Wednesday morning, had led to a death
in Texas and about a half-dozen hospi-
talizations across the country.

As of Tuesday night, when Mrs.
Avallone addressed the council, there
had been 64 confirmed cases in the
United States, 45 of which were found
in New York City. First, Mrs. Avallone
reminded the council that there are,
currently, no confirmed cases in New
Jersey.

She said the symptoms in the U.S.
cases were “basically mild in severity”

but also noted that the country “expects
to see many more cases.”

Internationally, there are confirmed
cases in Mexico, Israel, France, Spain,
New Zealand, Scotland and Canada.
Cases in Mexico have been the most
serious and have led to at least 20
confirmed fatalities. As a result, New-
ark airport is monitoring individuals
returning from Mexico using thermal
imaging.

Mrs. Avallone said Mexico City,
which is the epicenter for the virus, has
poor air quality, exacerbating previous
respiratory illnesses, and the nutrition
levels of its inhabitants are equally as
bad.

As a result, the CDC (Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention), ear-
lier in the week, issued a travel warn-

ing, recommending that people avoid
non-essential travel to Mexico.

After the meeting, Mrs. Avallone
spoke with The Westfield Leader and
implored people experiencing flu-like
symptoms who have travelled recently
to Mexico to contact their physicians.

In response to the intensifying out-
break, the World Health Organization
(WHO) raised the worldwide pandemic
alert level to Phase 4 (of 6). Such a
phase is characterized by confirmed
person-to-person spread of a new influ-
enza virus that is able to cause “com-
munity-level” outbreaks. As the alert
level rises, so too does the likelihood of
a pandemic.

However, at press time, the influenza
is not being considered a pandemic,
and Mrs. Avallone stressed that point.
To be considered a pandemic, accord-
ing to a chart on the WHO website,
“widespread human infection” in two
or more continents must be present.
While there are cases on multiple con-
tinents, they are considered “limited.”

Mrs. Avallone said swine flu is trans-
mitted no differently than seasonal flu,
and at present, “symptoms are very
mild... and people in the U.S. can re-
cover at home.” Symptoms include
coughing, sneezing, fever over 100 and
muscle aches.

With a nationwide public health
emergency having been declared, New
Jersey will receive 300,000 doses of
Tamiflu from the Strategic National
Stockpile; the state currently has
800,000 doses on hand. The antiviral
prescription medication, which comes
in pill form, so far is the most effective
treatment.

According to Mrs. Avallone, the
WHO is working on a vaccine, but one
might not be ready for six to eight
months.

Second Ward Councilwoman JoAnn
Neylan asked if the virus might “morph.”

Mrs. Avallone responded, “There is a
possibility it will become more viru-
lent; just as likely, it also could drop off
the face of the earth...it’s a day-by-day
situation.” She again stressed that right
now, the influenza is “not serious” and
that U.S. citizens have not experienced
“serious symptoms,” and they can re-
cover at home.

“Will that be the case a week from
now?” Mrs. Avallone asked. “We don’t
know. That’s why it’s scary. It’s a new
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Mountainside Board of Edu.
Reorganizes After Election

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) reorganizing meeting on Tues-
day evening, chaired by Business Ad-
ministrator Roderic McLaughlin, be-
gan by swearing in Mary Beth
Schaumberg and Jorge Batista. Mrs.
Schaumberg and Gene Nagel were
unanimously re-elected to president
and vice-president of the board, re-
spectively. “This is just standard stuff,
so I’m just running through it,” said
Mrs. Schaumberg, as she took over as
chair of the reorganization meeting.

Mrs. Shaumberg said that there is
no increase in fees next year for pro-
fessional services such as general
counsel and auditing.

The BOE approved its annual
schedule of meetings for 2009-2010.
Chief School Administrator Jeanette
Baubles told The Westfield Leader
that the meeting calendar will be avail-
able on the district’s website on Thurs-
day.

During her remarks, Mrs. Baubles
said, “Thank you for supporting our
children,” with regards to the passing
of the school budget. The tax levy of
$12,600,375 will come from 12
monthly payments of $1,050,031.25
from the borough of Mountainside
beginning July 1.

After breaking for 40 minutes for
executive session following its reor-
ganization meeting, the BOE came
back to public session to vote on
matters such as the hiring of a new
accounts payable clerk/bookkeeper.

The position became available due
to a maternity leave, said Mrs.
Schaumberg. The candidate chosen

by Mr. McLaughlin and Ms. Baubles,
Jennifer Caldwell, began work on
April 29, at a salary rate of $37,500,
prorated, and effective through June
30, 2009. The position is tenured fol-
lowing a three-year probationary pe-
riod.

“I have concern over her resume
and her lack of experience,” said newly
elected member, Mr. Batista. Ms.
Caldwell has one-year experience
working in a public school account-
ing office. “She was the only candi-
date that had experience working in a
school district,” Mr. McLaughlin said.
While there were a number of “over-
qualified” candidates, said Mr.
McLaughlin, he explained that work-
ing in accounts payable in the public
school sector is handled differently
than in the private sector. “We believe
we can bring her up to speed at a cost
that will save the public additional
tax dollars,” said Mr. McLaughlin.

“It’s time to get consistency back
into the department,” Mr. Nagel said,
regarding the appointment.

Mrs. Baubles announced the dates
for the three programs offered during
the summer. Summer Camp will be
offered from June 29 through July 31,
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Beechwood
School. The Enrichment and Sum-
mer School programs will take place
from June 29 through July 27, from 9
a.m. until noon, also at Beechwood
School. Sign up forms and further
information will be available on the
district’s website on Thursday. “We’re
moving ahead to make this informa-
tion available to the public. It’s great
stuff for kids,” Ms. Baubles said.

On June 24, there will be a calen-

Garwood Pushes for
Additional Train Stops

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Talk of expanding
train service in Garwood occurred dur-
ing Tuesday’s borough council meet-
ing, as a resident spoke on the state of
ridership in the borough.

Earlier this month, NJ Transit con-
tacted borough officials regarding the
possibility of adding additional stops in
Garwood during the morning, midday
and evening hours. However, in order
to justify the additional trains, transit

representatives have requested that the
borough devote more parking spaces to
commuters.

William Nierstedt, a Garwood resi-
dent who described himself as a long-
time train rider, was invited to speak
before the council to provide a
commuter’s perspective on the issue.
Mr. Nierstedt said he believes NJ Tran-
sit is being “contradictory” in request-
ing additional parking spaces for com-
muters. He said many Garwood resi-
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WFBOE Reorganizes
And Discusses Special Ed
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education Tuesday night
inducted its two new board members,
Rich Mattessich and David Finn.
During the reorganization meeting,
Ginny Leiz was again chosen as board
president, making it her third con-
secutive year in the post, and Julia
Walker was selected to continue as
vice-president, her third year as well.

Ms. Leiz mentioned in her speech
that she would like to seek out people
interested in volunteering time or
money for the activities that had to be
cut from the budget.

The board also passed resolutions
for all appointments, curricula, text-
books, policies, investment banks,
legal services and auditing services,
among other things, for the 2009-
2010 school year.

Board member Gary McCready said
the finance committee earlier had dis-
cussed rotating auditing services, but
that the board was going to use the
same firm it has used for the last 13
years. Ms. Leiz said fees for any pro-
fessional services had not increased.

Ms. Leiz also thanked the commu-
nity for voting in support of the budget.

Board member Ann Cary thanked
those involved in spreading the word
on the budget election, including
Westfield High School students.

The board announced longtime
teachers Ronald Lee Barner, Robert
Hild and Janet McCann will retire as
of Tuesday, June 30.

Ms. Cary mentioned that it was
difficult to understand how much it
costs to put on a school show because
the information is given piecemeal.
She asked if the board could get a full
accounting of each play. Superinten-
dent Margaret Dolan said yes, it can
be done.

Board member Richard Solomon
said the facilities committee has yet
to hear from the Boosters about the
advertising banners they had earlier
proposed to hang at school fields as a
way to generate funding for school

sports.
Mr. Solomon also mentioned that

the banner up in the field at Edison
Intermediate School on Sunday af-
ternoon was not part of this Boosters
proposal. The adult baseball team,
the Brewers, had permission to use
the field. They put up a banner spon-
sored by a beer company that was not
approved by the district. He said Ms.
Leiz went there and asked them to
take it down. “We can’t be perceived
as being anything to do with alcohol
or beer advertising,” he said.

He said he would talk to the recre-
ation department, and say to the de-
partment that if that were to “happen
again, they would not be allowed to
use the field.”

Mr. Solomon also proposed con-
ducting a field condition assessment
to determine the order in which fields
should have work done, because an
assessment has not taken place in a
while.

Board member Alice Hunnicutt said
the curriculum committee is looking
at the field trips policy, and in addi-
tion is looking to see if there is an
imbalance among schools, should one
not attend a field trip while another
does.

Superintendent Dolan discussed the
district’s special education program.
She said the state has “determined
that Westfield is meeting the state
performance plan indicators.”

She said Westfield must “do a plan
for continuous improvement.” The
plan is due tomorrow, May 1. The
board approved to move the docu-
ment, an action Ms. Hunnicutt ques-
tioned beforehand because she was
concerned that changes could not be
made. She thought curriculum and
finances could be looked at more
closely. She confirmed it was a “fluid”
document that could be adjusted or
improved upon.

As part of the state’s performance
plan, Ms. Dolan said, this year,
Westfield was selected as one of the
sample groups for a parent survey
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