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Folk Legend Tom Chapin Warms
Up Coffee With Conscience Series

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — On Saturday
night, the Coffee With Conscience
concert series welcomed music leg-
end Tom Chapin to the First United
Methodist Church. The series, which
raises money for different charities
each month, donated the evening’s
funds to the Keith Knost Special
Needs Fund, whose namesake was
involved in a serious automotive ac-
cident in 2000.

Mr. Chapin, younger brother of
late folk legend Harry Chapin, has
been performing and recording both
adult and children’s music for more
than 30 years. He began performing
at age 12 with Harry and their brother
Steve as the Chapin Brothers.

“Our dad was a jazz musician, so
music was always there growing up,”
Mr. Chapin recalled. “The funny thing
is, I never really thought of it as a
career until I was about 21 or so. It
was just something I enjoyed doing.”

Mr. Chapin began his solo career in
1979, with his first children’s album,
“Mother Earth,” releasing more adult
albums over the years as well. He is
regarded as one of the best children’s
musicians today; his music is de-
scribed as for children “too old for
Sesame Street but too young for pop
music.”

Mr. Chapin, however, credits his
co-writers, such as band mates
Michael Mark and Jon Cobert, equally
for his success.

“Music has always been collabora-
tive for me, first with my brothers and
then with other people on my al-
bums,” Mr. Chapin said. “Even per-
forming is collaborative; I’m just up
there telling my stories to the audi-
ence, and they’re the ones listening
and, hopefully, enjoying it. So that
makes me want the strong audience
connection in my shows.”

Mr. Chapin brought that audience
connection to his performance, begin-
ning the night by joking after his praise-
filled introduction, “Wow, it feels like I
died.” He then opened with a hilarious
new song, “We Will Adjust,” which
dealt with the confusion of new tech-
nology, a theme to which many of his
longtime fans can relate.

After a second new song, “Love Lasts
Long,” in which he asked the audience
to sing along, Mr. Chapin paid tribute to
opening act Victoria Vox (a ukulele
player), by saying his next song
“should’ve been on ukulele” and dupli-
cating her ability to imitate the trumpet
with only her mouth.

After “The Study,” another funny
song about the amount of time govern-
ment spends studying problems rather
than solving them, Mr. Chapin began to

discuss his early life, describing how
[folk music quartet] the Weavers’ live
album had been what had made both he
and his brother Harry think “We can do
that.”

Mr. Chapin followed that up with
“Boys in the Choir,” the story of how
his mother had put him in the local
choir to keep him out of trouble as a
child.

After a short intermission, Mr. Chapin
returned with one of his children’s songs,
“Puppy in the Pound,” a countrified
number in which he managed to get
every adult in the room to clap and sing
along. He then spoke of his unsuccess-
ful bids for Grammy Awards after be-
ing nominated for his children’s music,
only to win Grammy’s for his audio
narrations of children’s stories.

Mr. Chapin then performed a series
of covers, beginning with “City of New
Orleans” and a pair of Harry Chapin
songs, “Cat’s in the Cradle” and “Story
of a Life.” After a final song, “If Fair
was Everywhere,” Mr. Chapin left the
stage, only to be quickly called back for
an encore (he joked that he didn’t go
far).

He ended the show with a cover of
Harry’s “Circle” and the perfect closer
– a children’s song called “Together
Tomorrow,” bringing a warm ending to
a show that everyone, both onstage and
off, truly enjoyed.

Courtesy of Rosanne Christie
STORY OF A LIFE...Tom Chapin, brother of the late Harry Chapin, performs last Saturday at Coffee With Conscience
at First United Methodist Church.
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Momma wants a new table…

Farmhouse tables from $499 - $1349 
For hours, address, special events and fabulous things:

www.thefarmhousestore.com

Table – 8’ w/2" thick top,

4" turned legs and 24" company boards
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The Grand Finale
Wind finalist - Christopher Pell   

String finalist - Matt Kimura   

Piano finalist -  Andrew Sun  

The panel of judges, the Maestro and YOU 

cast votes to select the Tri-State’s virtuosi of 

the future. 

Jeffery Briggs – Celebration

Beethoven – Symphony No. 7

Stars of  
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Saturday, May 2nd at 8pm, Union County PAC, Rahway NJ
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for the Arts.

Thanks to:

THE PG FAMILY FOUNDATION

THE ASSOCIATED MUSIC 

TEACHERS LEAGUE, INC.

THE NJ MUSIC TEACHERS 

    ASSOCIATION

HELENE AND JERRY DRESKIN

‘Stars’ Finalists
To Perform with WSO
WESTFIELD – New Jersey native

Matthew Kimura, pictured below, will
compete with two other young musical
protégés in the final of the tri-state Stars
of Tomorrow Concerto competition on
May 2 at Union County Performing
Arts Center (UCPAC).

Each finalist will perform a move-
ment of his or her chosen concerto with
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO).

A panel of four jurors and a collec-
tive single majority vote of the audi-
ence will judge the finals. Members of
the public are strongly encouraged to
come to the finals and cast votes for
their choice of winner. Should the jury
be deadlocked, the audience vote will
be decisive.

Tickets may be purchased directly
from the WSO office, located at 224
East Broad Street, or by calling the box
office at (908) 232-9400.

Tickets are also available at UCPAC,
located at 1601 Irving Street in Rahway,
The Town Book Store of Westfield and
Martin Jewelers in Cranford. For fur-
ther information, call (908) 232 9400,
e-mail wso@westfieldsymphony.org,
or go to westfieldsymphony.org.

Matthew Kimura

UCPAC Showcases
Talented Teens on April 29

RAHWAY – Union County middle
and high school students – on Wednes-
day, April 29, at 7 p.m. – will take the
stage at the Teen Arts Showcase at the
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter, located at 1601 Irving Street in
Rahway’s downtown arts district.

An exhibit of visual artwork by
fellow Union County students will
be on display in the reception area.
Jazz combos, vocal groups, pianists,

dancers and theater performances
were selected for the Teen Arts Show-
case from the 3,000 students who
participated at the 2009 Teen Arts
Festival at Union County College in
Cranford on March 19 and 20.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders and the Union
County Performing Arts Center
sponsor the showcase.

“The Teen Arts Festival is a won-
derful opportunity for students to
interact with professional artists and
share their talents with students from
other schools,” said Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella.

Tickets to the showcase are free
and are available by contacting the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, N.J. 07202. To learn more,
call (908) 558-2550. NJ Relay Users
should dial 711 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Mrs. Globe Platform Helps
Pascal Continue Advocacy

By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Triumphant over
an ongoing battle with cancer and a
learning disability, beauty queen
Sherryl Pascal feels that she has a lot
to share. The Westfield resident said
her title as Mrs. New Jersey Globe
2009 has provided her with “so many
opportunities to reach out and help.”

Through Mrs. Globe, an organiza-
tion that sponsors beauty pageants,
Mrs. Pascal advocates for personal
issues like dyslexic awareness, thy-
roid cancer and the importance of
physical therapy with activities like
ballet.

Each titleholder in the Globe or-
ganization has a platform, which can
be a charity or issue of social impor-
tance for which they advocate.

“Sharing my message is impor-
tant,” Mrs. Pascal said. “I want people
to get to know me and benefit from
what I want to give.” The Mrs. Globe
organization arranges for her to speak
biweekly at various organizations
and benefits.

Often, she is asked to speak about
thyroid cancer. “I’m a two-time thy-
roid-cancer survivor,” said Mrs. Pas-
cal, who currently lives in Westfield
with her husband, Roy, and their
three kids. She is still battling the
disease but is optimistic that her
doctors will soon have her in remis-
sion.

“I’m asked to speak at a lot of
cancer conventions,” she said. “I try
to go out there as a cheerleader, but
it’s very hard. I just try to remain
positive and let people know that
you don’t have to look sick if you are

sick.”
Through the Mrs. Globe organiza-

tion, Mrs. Pascal also speaks about
dyslexic awareness. Mrs. Pascal went
through school undiagnosed.

“I struggled a lot,” she said. “When
I did poorly, teachers wrote me off as
a bad student. It wasn’t until my son,
Spencer, became diagnosed as dys-
lexic that I thought, ‘Hey, I may have
that, too.”

Mrs. Pascal said she feels that a lot
of teachers and school systems are
unequipped and uneducated about
teaching a child living with dys-
lexia. She said that since kindergar-
ten, her son has “been through four
different school systems to find one
that can cater to his educational
needs.”

Currently, Spencer is enrolled in
the Westfield public-school system.
His mother is happy with the way the
school approaches Spencer’s educa-
tion, saying, “Westfield has exceeded
my expectations.”

She also believes that ballet has
helped Spencer become more fo-
cused and that learning dance se-
quences involved with ballet has
improved his memory.

Mrs. Pascal was so moved by the
therapeutic impact of dance that she
decided to start her own dance com-
pany. “The school, Proia Dance The-
ater, will be based in New Jersey.
Our teaching will be about loving
and accepting yourself and taking
that love and projecting it into the
world,” Mrs. Pascal said.

In April, Mrs. Pascal is competing
for the national Mrs. Globe title.
Whether or not she wins, she hopes

PF Symphony Returns
To Somerville Church
PLAINFIELD – The Plainfield Sym-

phony will perform on Saturday, April
25, at 8 p.m. in an encore concert in
Somerville.

The concert features well-known
music by Mozart, Vivaldi, Tchaikovsky,
Strauss and more. The concert will be
led by guest conductor Michael
Avagliano and features Juilliard stu-
dent Nicholas Bleisch as violin soloist.

The concert will be held at the his-
toric United Reformed Church in
Somerville, located at 100 West Main
Street. Advanced tickets can be pur-
chased at the church on weekdays be-
tween 9:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. or at the
door the evening of the concert. Tickets
cost $25 for general admission, $15 for
seniors and students, and children un-
der 12 are admitted free.

AMERICAN BEAUTY...Westfield resident Sherryl Pascal, recently crowned
Mrs. New Jersey Globe 2009, uses her platform to advocate for dyslexia aware-
ness. Both Mrs. Pascal and her son, Spencer, are afflicted with the learning
disability. Above, Mrs. Pascal and her son sign autographs in the lobby of the
Paper Mill Playhouse, where Spencer was performing as Fritz in Nutcracker.

Farmhouse Nominated
For Best Retailer in US

WESTFIELD – The Farmhouse
Store of 221 North Avenue in
Westfield has been selected as a nomi-
nee in NICHE magazine’s 2009 Top
Retailer Awards. The awards recog-
nize the nation’s best craft retailers,
arts nonprofits, museums and guilds.
To learn more about the business,
view thefarmhousestore.com.

to continue her involvement with the
organization because she believes in
it.

“The Globe uses the pageants as a
secondary foundation for what they
really stand for, which is charity,”
Mrs. Pascal said. “The Globe system
sends you on so many appearances
that are so heartwarming; they just
make you a better person. By show-
ing me what other women have gone
through and survived, it makes what’s
going on in my life so small.”

Mrs. Pascal has competed in
beauty pageants since she was 15.
She said she initially started in beauty
pageants because she was “interested
in clothing, modeling and fashion,
and pageants were a good way to get
exposure.” She held the title of Miss
Teen New Jersey three different times
and has competed in Mrs. America
as a New Jersey representative.


