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Choral Art Society
Promotes Songs of Love

WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey, Inc. an-
nounced an “All for Love” program,
which includes Daniel Pinkham’s
Wedding Cantata, Rodgers and
Hammerstein’s Carousel Suite,
Elgar’s Four Songs and other classic
and popular love songs on Saturday,
May 9, at 8 p.m. at the newly refur-
bished Union County Performing
Arts Center, located at 1601 Irving
Street in Rahway.

James Little, musical director of
the society, will conduct the perfor-
mance accompanied by Mary Beth
McFall, pianist.

The theme of the night’s program
is love, between fellow human beings
and between humans and God. The
most famous text to be sung is the
“Song of Songs” from the Old Testa-

ment, portions of which Daniel
Pinkham set in his sacred Wedding
Cantata, composed in 1958.

These poems traditionally have
been interpreted as depicting the love
between man and woman as a meta-
phor for the relationship of man and
God.

Admission is $20, $15 for seniors
and students. For tickets, contact the
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter Box Office at (732) 499-8226 or
ucpac.org.

Parking is available at the parking
deck located at Main and Lewis
Streets, four blocks from the theater.
A shuttle bus will be available to
transport parkers at the garage to and
from the Union County Performing
Arts Center before and after the per-
formance.

PF’s Crescent Concerts
To Present Bach, Rutter

PLAINFIELD – J.S. Bach’s Can-
tata No. 80, Eine Feste Burg and John
Rutter’s Requiem, two works of dif-
ferent moods from very different
musical periods, will be presented
Saturday evening, April 25, at 8 p.m.
in the Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church, located at the corner of Sev-
enth Street and Watchung Avenue in
Plainfield.

The concert is the seventh in this
year’s Crescent Concerts Series. Di-
rected by Ronald Thayer, music di-
rector at the church, chorus and in-
strumentalists will be joined by four
soloists: soprano Corrie Buela, alto
Elizabeth Moulton, tenor Thomas
Donelan and baritone James
Musacchio.

Bach’s Cantata No. 80 is composed
around a chorale, now known as the
hymn “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,”
with words and music both by Martin
Luther. Salomo Franck wrote addi-
tional text for the cantata.

The cantata was written for perfor-
mance at a Reformation festival in
Leipzig in 1723. It is an adaptation of
another cantata on a Lenten theme
from 1715, of which only the text
survives today.

Born in 1945 in London, Mr. Rutter
wrote that this experience of passing
through the four voice parts as he
matured taught him the “inner work-
ings of choral writing,” which he be-
gan to put to use while still a student.

The Requiem, first performed in
Dallas, Tex., in 1985, diverges from
the traditional requiem in several
places, making use of Psalms 23 and
130 and text from the English Book
of Common Prayer.

Tickets at $20 ($15 for seniors and
$5 for students) may be purchased at
the door. Handicap access and large-
print programs will be available. For
more information, call (908) 756-
2468, between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.
Mondays through Fridays.

Marylou Morano for The Westfield Leader and The Times
YOUTH IS SERVED...The above works, part of Youth Art Month in Westfield,
features the work of Alana Zepka (grade 9), left, hung in the Gap, and Christopher
Hoermer (grade 4), displayed in Cold Stone Creamery.

WF’s Mogielnicki to Make
Her Carnegie Hall Debut

WESTFIELD – Celine Mogielnicki,
a Westfield native, will sing in Carnegie
Hall on May 8 at 7:30 p.m. and May 9
at 3 p.m. as part of the Weill Music
Institute Composing Song workshop
under the guidance of Dawn Upshaw
and Osvaldo Golijov.

Mr. Golijov and soprano Ms. Upshaw,
longtime artistic collaborators, have
developed the “Composing Song”
workshops to develop a new environ-
ment within which young composers
and young singers can create and per-
form new songs.

The program is a joint project of
Carnegie Hall, the Weill Institute and
the Bard College Conservatory Vocal
Arts Program. After two weeks of coach-
ing, the singers and composers will
present the pieces at the Fischer Center
at Bard College, then in Carnegie Hall
on May 8 and 9.

Ms. Mogielnicki will give the world
premiere of Vayomer Shlomo by New
York composer Judd Greenstein. Crit-
ics and colleagues alike have hailed Mr.
Greenstein for having both “a tonal
beauty and a pulsing energy that ap-
peals to listeners from numerous musi-
cal backgrounds.”

Vayomer Shlomo is an exploration
of Hebrew texts, all centered on the
Song of Solomon. Scored for three solo
voices and chamber ensemble, his un-
dulating rhythmic pulses and contem-
plative, chant-like melodic gestures
make the piece both evocative and in-
sightful.

As part of the Wolf Trap Opera Com-

pany this past summer, Ms. Mogielnicki
performed Miss Jessel in scenes from
Britten’s Turn of the Screw and covered
the title role of Alcina.

Ms. Mogielnicki made her profes-
sional orchestral debut in January 2008
with the Southwest Florida Symphony,
singing selected scenes from Mozart’s
Le Nozze di Figaro and Copland’s The
Tender Land.

Ms. Mogielnicki attended Westfield
High School and was a member of the
Little Opera Company of New Jersey,
singing Papagena and Second Lady in
their production of Mozart’s The Magic
Flute as well as participating in the
company’s production of Cavalleria
Rusticana/ Pagliacci.

For further information, call (212)
247-7800.

Mrs. Globe Platform Helps
Pascal Continue Advocacy
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

We celebrate Earth Day each April
22 with events and activities that call
attention to environmental issues and
encourage a respect for the planet.

One of the ways
to encourage
young readers to
get involved in
Earth Day is by
providing books
that engage them
in environmental
and ecological
concepts.

To meet this
goal, Dawn Publi-
cations, located in
Nevada City, Ca-
lif., specializes in
children’s books
that inspire a
deeper under-
standing and ap-
preciation for all
life on Earth.

Their releases
can be used in the
classroom or at
home to further an interest in the
relationship we have with our planet.

One example, a
collective biogra-
phy in Dawn’s
new “Earth He-
roes” series is
titled “Champions
of the Wilder-
ness,” by co-au-
thors Bruce and
Carol Malnor.

Targeted to-
wards middle-
grade readers, this
book relates the
life stories of eight
men and women
who preserved
and protected the
environment.

Some of these
champions, like
Kenya’s environ-
mentalist Wangari
Maathai, are still
living, but many are
historical figures.

Henry David Thoreau’s love for
Walden Pond, President Theodore
Roosevelt’s advancement of conser-
vation and Richard St. Barbe Baker’s
advocacy for trees are among the
stories presented in “Champions of
the Wilderness.”

One of the unique aspects of this
collection of life stories is that each
narrative lingers on the subject’s child-
hood and connects the naturalist’s

With Marylou MoranoBook NookBook NookBook NookBook NookBook Nook
Books Inspire Love of The
Planet On Earth Day 2009

early experiences with his or her later
work to protect the environment.

Also emphasized are those who
influenced each champion and how
the champions influenced each other.

Each biography contains “Fast
Facts” about the
subject and a
timeline that re-
lates historical
events in the
subject’s lifetime,
as well as what
was happening in
the world at the
time. A picture of
the champion is
also included.

The book leaves
the reader with a
“call to action” –
an opportunity to
align his or her life
with that of the
naturalists and
make a difference
by helping the
planet in some
small, yet signifi-
cant, way. Sugges-

tions are given.
“Champions of the Wilderness” is

the first in Dawn’s
“Earth Heroes” se-
ries. It will be fol-
lowed by “Cham-
pions of the
Oceans” later this
year and “Cham-
pions for Wildlife”
in 2010.

Young readers
interested in learn-
ing about the planet
will also enjoy
reading Dawn’s
book on global
warming, “How
We Know What We
Know About Our
Changing Climate:
Scientists and Kids
Explore Global
Warming” by
Lynne Cherry and
Gary Braasch.

Written as a col-
lective biography,

“Girls Who Looked Under Rocks: the
Lives of Six Pioneering Naturalists”
by Jeannine Arkins offers short biog-
raphies of six women who overcame
opposition to become world-renowned
in their fields of science and nature.

Reading about our environment is a
good first step to keeping our world
safe. These books published by Dawn
Publications should be first on any
young person’s Earth Day reading list.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and ½ popcorns

It’s hard to take Seth Rogen seriously.
Which is probably why Observe and Re-
port, a darkly comic tale about a bipolar
mall security guard’s delusions of gran-
deur, rather works. You know the deal.
The sad sack is so desirous of a status
outside his disparaged lot in life that not
only do we empathize, but soon, we, too,
believe in his inner champion.

Temporarily abandoning his cachet as
one of Hollywood’s top movie slackers,
Mr. Rogen is Ronnie Barnhardt, a self-
styled peace officer without portfolio or
pistol. Heartening his similarly disadvan-
taged, ragtag crew of losers after an elu-
sive flasher puts the mall in an uproar, he
consoles, “Well, at least we have Mace
and Tasers.”

In turn, Ronnie, who adds a bit of mad
mongrel to his time-honored underdog,
receives nightly encouragement from
Mom, hilariously played by Celia Weston.
Unfortunately, with each boost he can’t
help but ask if she’s drunk. She inevitably
answers in the affirmative. Yet viewed
within the film’s nutty parameters, the
dysfunction is touching.

Of course by day, strutting the mall like
a peacock, none of that forlornness exists
for the superhero just waiting to self-
actualize. He routinely lets a feisty little
merchant know who’s boss, gloms a free
coffee from Nell the temporarily crippled
barista and reads the riot act to his nebbishy
boss. But the biggest flurry of feathers is
reserved for Brandi, played by Anna Faris.

Working the makeup counter, she’s his
gal, his bashert (editor’s note/ translation:
soul mate). Only thing is, she doesn’t
know it yet. A bleached blonde with black
highlights to underline her demography,
she’d just as soon the big goon leave her
alone. However, when the flasher abashes
the lass with full frontal assault, Ronnie
sees his chance. He’ll catch the pervert
and win the lady fair.

But this proves harder than first thought.
So they call in the police. Curses! Hereto-
fore the sheriff ‘round these parts, not
only is Ronnie’s authority usurped, but
Ray Liotta’s Detective Harrison takes
offensive pleasure in pointing out the
rent-a-cop’s lesser rung on the people
protection ladder. Gee, what’s a deluded,
potentially dangerous soul to do?

That’s easy. If you can’t beat ’em, join
’em. It was always there anyway, a scant
layer below his consciousness. The bipo-
lar thing just always precluded it. But aw,
heck…these are extraordinary times. True
love and a world that needs fixing beckon.

Observe and Report:
Comic Mission Accomplished

That’s it. He’ll become a cop. Harrison
hands him the application along with a
hearty, derisive laugh.

But not so for Mom and his mall guard
homeys. They proudly cheer him on,
celebratory cake and all. And hey, look at
this: Even we’re taken aback when Ronnie
is soon wowing them at the academy. But
the real kicker comes when Harrison spite-
fully abandons our boy in the ghetto,
whereupon he thrashes a gang of toughs
and collars a crack dealer.

We laugh at the insanity, the sheer
stupidity and the innocent reveries of
glory. Though, sometimes, we’re not quite
sure if hyena-like outbursts are in good
taste. Certainly much of the material isn’t.
Call it a guilty thrill, the film version of an
inappropriate hand gesture, a declaration
of freedom from good manners, albeit for
only 86 minutes.

Director Jody Hill’s script, penned in
the New Raunchiness (i.e.- Superbad and
Knocked Up), is the modality’s first use in
a movie with serious overtones. The pills
Ronnie pops are prescribed, not recre-
ational. Not all will agree that
mainstreaming him into a heroic role,
making him fodder for belly laughs, rep-
resents a bold new tolerance.

That aside, much of the screenplay’s
appeal is rooted in oddball characteriza-
tions and the commercial blasphemy in-
herent to its style. Funny in practically
silent roles are twins Matt and John Yuan
(Matt and John Yuen, respectively) as
Ronnie’s sycophantic subordinates. They
nod in complete agreement when informed
of their expendability.

But he feels quite differently about
Dennis (Michael Peña), his constantly
flattering, main man. Taken on a lost
weekend of revelry by the chatty assis-
tant, some weird surprises along the way
help reveal Ronnie’s true mettle. It also
isn’t long before much-adored Brandi
divulges what stirs beneath her perceived
allure.

The run-amok cadence is sharply
counter-balanced by Mr. Liotta’s peren-
nially annoyed symbol of splash-in-the-
the-face reality. Hence the farcical go-
ings-on, for all their edgy, contemporary
sneer, etch an essentially traditional, co-
medic fairy tale. It’s the irreverent, R-
rated way Observe and Report tells it that
cautiously advises a look-see.

* * *
Observe and Report, rated R, is a

Warner Bros. Pictures release directed by
Jody Hill and stars Seth Rogen, Anna
Faris and Ray Liotta. Running time: 86
minutes.

Concert Band to Perform
Tribute to Superintendent

KENILWORTH – On Saturday,
April 25, at 7:30 p.m., the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) Con-
cert Band, based out of Westfield,
will perform a concert at Harding
School, located at 426 Boulevard in
Kenilworth, as a tribute to retiring
Superintendent of Schools Lloyd
Leschuk.

Mr. Leschuk has served as the
district’s superintendent for the past
17 years, during which he oversaw
the transfer of David Brearley High
School to local control and instituted
the School Choice Program for Union
County, as well as numerous educa-
tional and facility improvements.

This event is sponsored by the
Kenilworth Board of Education and
is intended to raise funds for the
Kenilworth Rotary Club Scholarship
Fund, which will assist worthy
Kenilworth students.

The concert is open to the public,
and admission is $10 for adults and
$5 for students and seniors. For infor-
mation or to obtain tickets, call (908)
276-1644, extension 550.

John Ondrey, band director at David
Brearley High School, will be the
guest conductor for the evening. Mr.
Ondrey will conduct “Amazing
Grace” and “Da Vinci Sketches” by
Erik Morales.

The event will also feature “That
Moaning Saxophone Rag,” arranged
especially for the NJWA Concert
Band by Richard Bucci of Westfield.
Mr. Bucci is an electrical engineer
who designs power plants and elec-
tric power transmission systems all
over the world.

For information about how to be-
come a member of the NJWA Con-
cert Band, call (908) 789-9696 or e-
mail at njwaband@att.net.

Hours:  Mon. - Fri. 9:00 - 5:30 • Sat. 9:00 - 5:00

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

Visit us on the web: www.christoffersflowers.com

April Showers
Bring May Flowers

What Will You Bring?

THE PERFECT GIFT

FROM HOSTESS TO BRIDE

“AND EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN”


