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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com
Click Archives

April 20, 2005: Alex Zierler went
2-for-5, including a triple, with two
RBI and a run scored and Mike Murray
went 2-for-3 with two doubles, an
RBI and a run scored to lead the Blue
Devils to a 14-4 victory over host
Plainfield. Brandon Cuba tossed a
seven-inning two hitter, struck out
seven and walked three.

April 24, 2004: Costly mistakes
ended with disappointing results for
the hosting Summit Hilltoppers when
three runs scored on three errors in
the seventh inning to give the 4-2
Raider baseball team a 6-4, win. Des-
ignated hitter Jared Montagna
scorched a two-run single and craft-
ily scored on Matt Powers’ RBI single
to secure the victory.

April 23, 2003: No. 2 Mountain
Lakes visited No. 5 Westfield at
Roosevelt Field, broke a tight game
wide open in the third quarter and
returned home with a 17-9 victory.
Laker Nick Vosburg punished the Blue
Devils’ net with six goals. Blue Devil
Dan Kane had three goals and an
assist. Senior Billy Schultz had two
goals and two assists.

April 20, 2002: Another one of
Man’s triumphs took place at the Blue
Devil Classic Track and Field Relays

at Gary Kehler Stadium when Raider
senior Ray Williams ran the fastest
400-meter split in New Jersey high
school history at 45.8. Blue Devil
senior Rich Miller and junior Adam
Wendel had respective leaps of
21’2.75” and 21’1” to win the long
jump with a distance of 42’3.75”.

April 20, 2001: The 12th-ranked
Blue Devil boys lacrosse team toppled
10th-ranked Fair Lawn, 7-6, when
senior Brad Gillin rippled the net
with 4:08 remaining in the game in
Westfield.

April 22, 1999: Sophomore Brent
Bramnick shot a two-over par 38 and
senior Ronnie Kashlak got a three-
over 39 as the Westfield High School
golf team stopped St. Joseph’s, 161-
172, at the par 36 Echo Lake Country
Club.

April 20, 1998: The Blue Devil
boys lacrosse team snapped their two-
game losing streak with a 7-6, win
over 10th-ranked North Hunterdon
in Westfield. The Blue Devils’ “wreck-
ing crew” defense played a stellar
second half, surrendering only one
goal and six shots. Senior Tri-Cap-
tain Mike Baly paced the scoring
attack with four goals. Baly also won
13 of 16 face-offs. Senior Scotty
Mann, Bryan Gates and Tri-Captain
Kevin Mansfield scored one goal
apiece. Tri-Captain Steve Abeles
stopped 17 shots.

P’burg-Easton Rivalry
Unbeatable in Football

For decades, I’ve thought that the
sports rivalry between WHS and SP-F
was as good as it gets. And I still think
that, all sports considered.

But when it comes to football, how
can anybody in New Jersey compare
with the cross-river rivalry between
Phillipsburg and Easton (Pa.)? The 100th
game of their rivalry was televised live
on ESPN. They get 20,000 plus every
Thanksgiving at Lafayette’s Fisher Field.
One year, when the PIAA wouldn’t move
a playoff game, Easton played P’burg
on Thanksgiving and then its playoff
game 48 hours later on Saturday. And
when the NJSIAA “forced” Phillipsburg
to compete against New Jersey schools
and join the Skyland Conference, the
Stateliners did so only after being guar-
anteed that the Thanksgiving Day foot-
ball game would not be affected.

Nobody, including the athletic asso-
ciations in both states, messes with
P’burg vs. Easton!

And now comes word of the Gatorade
Replay Game this Sunday, 3 p.m., at
Fisher Field, with members of the two
school’s ’93 football teams – now in their
early 30s – meeting to “replay” the 7-7 tie
that season (Easton finished 11-2-1,
P’burg was 4-5-1). The players, who are
getting $1,000 each from Gatorade, have
been practicing for months, under the
watchful eyes of NFL trainers.

Honorary coaches are the NFL’s
Manning brothers, Peyton (Easton) and
Eli (P’burg).

Each school was given 5,000 tickets
for the game and the 10,000 tickets were
reportedly sold out in less than 90 min-
utes.

And now, back to WHS spring sports
after seven weeks of Most Memorable
Moments.

Baseball: The April showers have
definitely slowed the start for the 27th
spring of “Brewball,” but WHS is off to

a 3-1 start. Senior Chris Jenkins (four
innings, 12 K’s) and junior Aiden
Scanlon combined on a five-inning no-
hitter (the 18th in school history) in the
season-opening 12-0 win over Irvington
on April 8. Jenkins then showed why the
scouts are drooling by overcoming a
shaky start against a really good SP-F
team to shut the door in an 8-5 victory,
fanning 14 and allowing just one earned
run.

Softball: First-year coach Caitlin
MacD onald has her team off to a 3-1
start. Cyndil Matthew is one of the state’s
best players. Seniors Kim Townsend,
Katie Kiefer and Katie Abruzzo, along
with junior Sara Connery are solid up
the middle, and Aly Moskowitz is a
four-year veteran on the mound. The
only loss was in 10 innings to North
Hunterdon last Friday.

Tennis: The Blue Devils are 7-1 after
falling to Newark Academy 3-2 in the
final of last weekend’s Delbarton Invi-
tational. WHS will be seeking its fifth
straight Union County Tournament title,
and 29th overall, today and tomorrow at
the Van Blake Courts in Plainfield. The
13th Westfield Invitational will be held
Saturday at the Westfield Tennis Club,
with SP-F, Summit and the Hun School
in the field. WHS has won the last three
WI titles.

Lacrosse: The boys got off to an 0-3
start, then came up with one of their
biggest wins in years, an 8-7 shocker over
mighty Montclair. A 9-5 win over Colum-
bia was followed by a loss to unbeaten
Randolph. Senior Kyle Wright is solid in
goal, while juniors Connor Hewett and
Sean Scrudato lead the attack.

A belated congrats to Ridge coach
Ken Marsh (WHS, ’90), who earned his
100th career coaching victory with a
win over his alma mater.

The WHS girls are 2-1 under first-
year mentor Brendan Hickey. Senior

Liz McCarthy is leading the way, in-
cluding a seven-goal outburst against
North Brunswick.

Track: The big dual meet of the sea-
son is next Tuesday, when the WHS
boys and girls take on SP-F at Perry
Tyson Field.

Golf: John Turnbull’s youthful group
are the defending champions in the
Watchung Conference championships,
which will be held today at
Shackamaxon. WHS has won five of the
last six titles.

IN THE E-MAIL
From faithful reader Jerry Richards

(WHS, ’65) in Toms River: I truly thank
you for the mention in the Devil’s Den
(March 5). It brought a smile and a flood
of great memories to a now over-the-hill
Blue Devil. It also got me to thinking
about memorable games and my per-
sonal favorites.

1. The Giants Stadium football game
with Barringer.

2. The whipping of a great Camden
team at Camden Conventional Hall (my
mom took me) during the ’62 run to the
title game in b-ball.

3. Gary Kehler sneaking John Greene
from the practice field to kick a game-
winning field goal (a 3-0 win over SP-F
in 1964), keeping the B squad’s zillion-
game unbeaten streak alive.

4. A Greater Newark Tournament
game at (Newark’s) School Stadium
with a Parsippany club that included
MLBers Richie Zisk and Larry Pyle.

5. ANY swim meet I ever attended.
Thanks for the memories.

* * *
From former quarterback/cornerback

Alan Deombeleg (WHS, ’72):
“Great article (March 26, on the 1971

Thanksgiving Day “Ice Bowl”), bring-
ing back many memories. One thing
you should know: G.K. (coach Gary
Kehler) asked (captains) John Kerr and
Eddie Morton to take a vote as to whether
the team wanted to play the game that
day, given the horrifically inclement
weather. Do you know how the vote
really went down? Kerr came into the
boiler room, below the locker room,
where we would sometimes hang out
before games and said, ‘GK asked me to
take a team vote as to whether we want
to play today. I told him everybody
wants to play, so let’s start getting suited
up.’ There was no vote. Kerr was all
about ‘John Madden Football’ before
there was John Madden Football.”

COLLEGE UPDATE
Mike Murray (WHS, ’06), a junior at

Wake Forest, is hitting .273 with five
home runs and 29 RBI through the Dea-
cons’ first 39 games. The catcher has
made just one error in 261 chances,
including 28 assists.

Mike Cappiello (WHS, ’08), a fresh-
man at Plymouth State (N.H.), is hitting
.364 in 22 starts for the 11-17 Panthers.
The first baseman has made just one
error in 154 chances.

Lauren Gelmetti (WHS, ’05), a se-
nior at Tufts, is putting the finishing
touches on a record-breaking career in
Boston. After being named NESCAC
pitcher of the week for the second time
this spring recently, the lefty was 13-0
with a 1.56 ERA for the 32-0 Jumbos.
That makes her 40-7 for her career,
including a no-hitter in ’07 against
Colby.

Jim Arbes (WHS, ’06), a junior at
Rutgers, shot a 145 (73-72) to win med-
alist honors and lead the Knights to the
team title at the 14-team Princeton Invi-
tational on April 11-12.

Mike Streaman (WHS, ’04), a senior

at Montclair State, was recently named
the NJAC pitcher of the week. The righty
allowed five hits in 7 1-3 innings as the
Red Hawks beat No. 1 Eastern Con-
necticut and Newark Rutgers.

Mike Diaz (WHS, ’06), a junior short-
stop at Kean, is hitting .292 for the 28-
7 Cougars.

Mike Venezia (WHS, ’07) was the
leading scorer on the Colgate men’s
basketball team. The sophomore had
323 points (10.8 ppg) for the 10-20
Raiders, including a team-high 55 3-
pointers.

Tommy Bonard (WHS, ’07) aver-
aged 7.1 ppg for the Montclair State
men’s basketball team. The sophomore
had 193 points for the 21-7 Red Hawks,
starting 24 games, and scoring a high of
22 points. He was second on the team in
assists (54) and third on the team in
minutes played. SP-F grad Sean Young
chipped in with 204 points and 140
rebounds.

Senior Eric Hayes (WHS, ’05) scored
169 points (6.8 ppg) for the 10-15 Col-
lege of New Jersey men’s basketball
team. He led the team in assists (71).

MEMORY LANE
A week ago Monday was the fourth

anniversary of Alex Zierler’s two grand-
slam home run day in Bridgewater. On
April 13, 2005, the junior first baseman
connected twice with the bases loaded
in a 17-16 loss. Mike Diaz banged out a
school-record three doubles in that game,
matching Frank Piscopo’s 1949 school
mark.

At the recent WHS swim team dinner,
Matt Morgan received the Lt. Daniel M.
Nichols Memorial Award, 2 9 years
after his father, Dan, also was a recipient
of the prestigious honor.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
For those wondering (and there are

only 142 days until Lizzy-Beth comes
to town for opening day), here is WHS’s
2009 varsity football schedule:
Sat., Sept. 12, Elizabeth, 1 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 17, at Watchung Hills, 7
p.m.
Sat., Sept. 26, Bridgewater-Raritan, 1
p.m.
Sat., Oct. 3, bye
Fri., Oct. 9, at North Hunterdon, 7 p.m.
Sat., Oct. 17, at SP-F, 2 p.m.
Sat., Oct. 24, Montgomery, 1 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 30, at Linden, 7 p.m.
Fri., Nov. 6, at Union, 7 p.m.
Sat., Nov. 14, sectional playoffs
Sat., Nov. 21, sectional playoffs
Thurs., Nov. 26, Plainfield, 11 a.m.
Sat., Dec. 5, sectional final

RACE FOR THE CURE
WHS volleyball coach Bev Torok, a

survivor, will be among the 15,000-plus
runners in Sunday’s 2009 Komen North
Jersey Race for the Cure at Branch Brook
Park, Newark. The race is to raise money
for research and awareness about breast
cancer. If you’d like to contribute to Bev’s
run, go to www.komennorthjersey.org
and type in Bev’s name and your (tax
free) donation.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East, now open
seven days a week) is Aly Moskowitz.
After opening the softball season with
a two-hit shutout of Bridgewater-
Raritan, the senior right-hander tossed
a two-hit goose egg at SP-F and then
pitched four hitless innings in a 10-0
win over previously unbeaten Kearny.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Aly Moskowitz

Softball

Carol Tener
Sales Associate

Burgdorff ERA’s highest and most prestigious award

–The President’s Council Award –
An honor reserved for the top 17 sales associates in a company of over 700 

T his award separates leaders from the rest
 At Burgdorff ERA, our leaders are given the most 

distinguished honor, membership into the President’s 
Council. They surpassed industry standards and reached 
the pinnacle of success. These fine professionals 
demonstrate the integrity, commitment to service and 
excellence that are the hallmark of Burgdorff ERA. The 
President’s Council embodies the ideal of the Burgdorff 
Vision and defines “Extraordinary Professionals Exceeding 
Expectations.”

It is a distinct privilege to introduce Carol Tener into the 
2009 Burgdorff ERA President’s Council. 

We applaud and congratulate you!

 Pat Hoferkamp, President

Westfi eld Offi ce
600 North Avenue West,

Westfi eld, NJ 07090
Direct Phone: 908-233-2243 

Cell Phone: 908-400-3670
carol-tener@burgdorff.com

www.burgdorff.com/Carol-Tener
Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Scotch Plains Homestead section is the locale for this  
truly spacious Expanded Ranch. Hardwood floors, many  
sun-catching windows, custom built-ins and ample closet/
storage space craft a wonderful interior. The inviting 
foyer opens to the living room with fireplace. The formal 
dining room adjoins the kitchen, which is off the family 
room. The first floor master bedroom with full bath joins 
four more bedrooms and two more full baths. A partially 
finished basement add to the allure of the expansive inte-
rior. A sprawling backyard with patio enhances this won-
derful setting. Presented for $569,900. 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

   

   Mary Ellen O’Boyle 
   BROKER ASSOCIATE

   908-233-5347, Direct Dial 
   

Lady Blue Devils Tame
Cougar Lax Girls, 10-5

The Westfield High School girls
lacrosse team beat 1-5 Cranford, 10-
5, at Orange Avenue School in
Cranford on April 20. The game was
shortened by 10 minutes because of
heavy rain.

Blue Devil senior tri-captain Liz
McCarthy had one goal, three assists
and four ground balls to raise her
seasonal team-leading totals to 16
goals, five assists and 21 points.
McCarthy’s ground ball total of 12 is
second highest on the team.

“Liz has been controlling the play
on offense. She has been going to the
goal with confidence and creating
opportunities to score,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Brendan Hickey said.

Sophomore Katherine Frega flicked
in three goals and added an assist to
bring her season total to five goals, one
assist and six points. Junior Val
Hoffman and sophomore Ally Rose
each netted two against the Lady Cou-
gars. Junior Anna Powell and sopho-
more Jenna Sharkey each had one
goal. Powell also controlled most of
the face-offs and had four ground balls.
Junior Kate Brennan added an assist,
giving her four goals, three assists and
seven points for the season.

Senior tri-captain Chelsea Bryk has
been a standout all season at defen-
sive wing and leads the team with 14
ground balls.

“Chelsea Bryk’s play has been key
in midfield. She has been solid on
transition, helping us keep the ball on
the offensive end of the field,” coach
Hickey said.

Senior tri-captain Hannah Rubin
has been the cornerstone of the Blue
Devils’ defense in the first four games,
and has eight ground balls. Freshman
Sarah Chandler has been strong in
goal.

“Hannah Rubin is the leader of our
defense. She keeps everyone orga-
nized around our goal,” said Coach
Hickey.

The victory elevated the Blue Dev-
ils’ record to 3-1 with two rainouts.
Their only loss was to Summit, while
the other two wins were against Union
Catholic and North Brunswick. The
Blue Devil will host 2-5 Montclair
Kimberly tomorrow, April 24, at
Kehler Stadium at 4:30 p.m. They
will also host a very strong 4-1 Kent
Place team on Saturday, April 25, at
10 a.m. and 3-4 Governor Livingston
on Monday, April 27, at 4:30 p.m.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555
COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2008
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006  Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

3 BREEZE KNOLL DRIVE, WESTFIELD $2,395,000
Tucked away on a cul-de-sac, this majestic 11 room, 5 BR, 5.1 bath Center Hall Colonial boasts an outstanding floor plan with spacious rooms graced with
elegant details and thoughtful amenities. Highlights include: 3 fireplaces; high ceilings; custom applied and raised molding and 1-3/4 inch solid wood doors; a
two-story entry w/curved staircase; formal living and dining rooms; a library; a family room; a 1st floor bedroom w/adjacent full bath; a laundry/mud room; a
sunlit kitchen with granite topped island; a spacious Master Bedroom Suite with: separate sitting room, vanity/dressing area, walk-in-closet, fireplace and spa-like
bathroom. Three additional bedrooms and 2 full baths complete the 2nd floor. This beautiful home is nestled on .81 professionally landscaped, park-like acres and
features: a bluestone patio, stacked stone wall and pergola … perfect for outdoor entertaining! Directions: Lawrence Avenue to Breeze Knoll Drive.

OPEN HOUSE, SUNDAY, APRIL 26TH 1-4PM

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.


