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A PENNY SAVED IS A PENNY EARNED…Franklin’s Student Council recently
held a three-week contest to see which class would raise the most money for the
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s Pennies for Patients collection drive. The drive
raised more than $3,500 to help childhood cancer and the winners, Michele
Saltzman’s second grade class, received a pizza party. Pictured, from left to right,
are fifth grade council members Cameron Chin, Owen Brancatella and Alex
Frisch counting up the coins for donation. 

QUILT PLEASURES…Union County College Librarians Josaine Royster and
Rae Wong unveil the 75th Anniversary quilt in the MacKay Library.

WF Student Places Third
In Ntl. Business Competition
WESTFIELD — Justin Chou of

Westfield, a junior with a dual major
in finance and international business
was part of a team of four students
from Rider University’s College of
Business Administration that placed
third in the finals of the Johnson and
Johnson Business Case Competition
on April 3, at the corporate headquar-
ters in New Brunswick.

The Rider team was also composed
of Nicole Addesso of Cape May, a
junior majoring in accounting; Kelsey
Kohler of Southampton, Pa., a junior
with a dual major in advertising and
marketing, and Michael Venanzi of
Hillsborough, a junior majoring in
marketing.

Rider competed against nine other
universities, including Bucknell Uni-
versity, Florida International Univer-
sity, LaSalle University, Penn State
University, Rutgers University-New-
ark, Seton Hall University, Univer-
sity of Florida, University of Illinois
and Villanova University. Rutgers
University-Newark received first
place and University of Illinois fin-
ished in second.

Larry Prober, associate professor
of accounting, and Cindy Newman,
chairperson of marketing, served as
advisers to the team.

“The high finish of our team re-
flects not only their ability to inte-
grate complex business issues but their
enormous dedication toward commu-
nicating their recommendations to the
judges,” Mr. Prober said. “On behalf
of everyone at Rider, we are very
proud of their accomplishment.”

The team was selected during a
preliminary round of the competi-
tion, judged by Johnson and Johnson
executives, on February 25, on the
Lawrenceville campus where two
other teams also competed. This year,
Rider’s College of Business Admin-
istration invited about 20 students

from a range of business majors to
participate in the competition.

The teams were given a case study
to determine whether two new prod-
ucts should be introduced into two
foreign countries. The case empha-
sized the importance of political, cul-
tural and economic factors in this
type of decision. As in years past, the
case represented real-world opportu-
nities encountered by Johnson and
Johnson and provided a unique way
for students to better understand the
financial decision-making process
used by one of the world’s most suc-
cessful and admired pharmaceutical
companies.

Summit Speech School
Holds Homecoming

SUMMIT – Summit Speech
School, attended by Union County
residents, is hosting homecoming at
705 Central Avenue in New Provi-
dence on Saturday, June 13. Alumni,
students, families and friends are all
encouraged to attend.

Family events run from 1 to 3 p.m.
and include activities for children as
well as a teen get-together. A cocktail
party will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. for
adults only.

RSVP’s are required by Friday,
May 29. To learn more, call (908)
508-0011, extension 111, or e-mail
info@summitspeech.com.

Winston Pops Features
An ‘Optimistic’ Theme

AREA – The Winston School, at-
tended by several Westfield children,
is gearing up for its major fundraising
event of the year – the 27th annual
Winston Pops, which will be held on
Saturday, May 2, at the Stone House

in Warren.
The Winston School, located in

Short Hills, is an independent day
school that educates children who,
though intellectually capable, have
had problems in school due to lan-
guage-based learning disabilities.

The evening will include a cocktail
reception with time for guests to bid
on a variety of silent-auction items as
well as enjoying dinner, dancing to
The Rhythm Section and live-auction
items.

This year, the theme of “Optimism,
A Key to Success” is setting the tone
for the event. One of the most “opti-
mistic” items at The Pops is the “Mys-
tery Box,” a new addition to the event
this year.

Guests will have the opportunity to
purchase keys, only one of which will
be a winning key, to open the “Mys-
tery Box.” The box will contain a
valuable prize that one guest will take
home.

All proceeds from The Winston Pops
go directly into the school’s operating
budget to help support Winston’s “cus-
tom-fit” learning program.

To learn more, call Tracey Taylor at
The Winston School at (973) 379-
4114.
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The weekly column written by local high school students

Unreliable SATs Do Not
Predict College Success

By LISA HAGEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Instead of sleeping in like most
normal teenagers, I have to wake up
early every Sunday morning to go to
an SAT class. As if I did not have
enough work to do from school and
outside activities, I get the pleasure of
sitting in a cramped hotel room with
15 other strangers who would much
rather still be asleep.

It’s amazing how much time I’ve
had to put in for the last several months,
all for just four hours of my life.

On my usual ride home, I began to
realize how much time students de-
vote in preparation for the SATs. Some
people spend innumerable hours tak-
ing classes or practicing through books
to continually improve their scores.

With college expectations rising
along with school tuition, the pressure
increases as students strive for quali-
fying scores. If you ask me, I find it
completely unfair that a group of num-
bers could potentially determine your
fate about whether or not the college
of your choice will accept you.

Why should these numbers have a
role in dictating your future? As if
grades weren’t enough, many schools
place a high value on SAT and other
standardized testing scores.

Four hours of continual test taking
is not an accurate measure of your
performance and intelligence. Why
should someone who struggles in
math suffer just because their scores
are lower than the average of most?

Instead of focusing on that low score,
colleges should acknowledge their pro-
ficiency in other subjects or anything
else in which the applicant excels.

With the amount of weight that
colleges put on the SATs, I find it
frustrating and unfair because GPA
should be of a higher value. After four

years of hard work, GPA’s and SAT’s
are sometimes considered at equal
levels.

Colleges, especially those with a
large number of applicants, only re-
ceive so much time to review each
application: their eyes are immedi-
ately attracted to the numbers instead
of carefully examining every compo-
nent which makes a student different
and unique.

The SAT is supposed to predict
how well you will perform during
your first year in college. But how
can a test given to every person of
different levels truly define your suc-
cess? Truth is that it’s highly unreli-
able because only you determine your
ability to succeed in college.

Even though I find it completely
unfair no matter what I end up scor-
ing, there’s no avoiding the SAT. So,
for now, I continue to go to my classes
every Sunday, anticipating the days
when I can finally sleep in.

Lisa is a junior at Arthur L. Johnson
in Clark.
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Westfield Schools Hold
5k Race/Fundraiser

WESTFIELD – The physical-edu-
cation departments of Roosevelt and
Edison Intermediate Schools (RIS/
EIS) in Westfield are teaming together
to host the RIS/EIS 5k Race to Help
Conquer Childhood Obesity. The race
will be held on Sunday, April 26, at
Roosevelt Intermediate School, lo-
cated at 301 Clark Street.

Funds raised will help support
ING’s “Run For Something Better”
Program, which supports fitness-edu-
cation programs across the country.
Each participant of the race will re-
ceive a race shirt, a pair of orange
shoelaces, which is the support color
for “Run for Something Better” Pro-
gram, and an ING button.

Same-day registration for the 5k
and check-in for the race will begin at
8 a.m. and last 45 minutes. The race
will start at 9 a.m. sharp. For more
information about the intermediate
schools’ 5k race, e-mail the Roosevelt
Intermediate School’s Physical Edu-
cation Department at
Ris5k@yahoo.com or check
active.com/donate/orangelaces/ris/.

UCC Spotlights Career
Event on April 28, 29

CRANFORD – On April 28 and
29, at Union County College (UCC),
a “Spotlight on Careers” event will be
held in the Victor M. Richel Student
Commons on the college’s Cranford
campus at 1033 Springfield Avenue.

This event will focus on four ma-
jors offered at UCC and will provide
students with the opportunity to meet
with faculty members and learn more
about how the majors can lead to
different career paths. The event is
free, and the public is welcome to
attend.

On April 28, from 10 a.m. to noon,
information will be available on the
Dental Hygiene and Respiratory Care
majors offered through UCC and
UMDNJ (the University of Medicine
and Dentistry of New Jersey). On
April 29, information on the Busi-
ness Management degree will be
available from 10 a.m. to noon and
from 1 to 3 p.m.

Information on the Paralegal Stud-
ies program will be available from 10
a.m. to noon, and information on the

Computer Science degree will be
available from 1 to 3 p.m.

Students will be able to learn more
about the type of information they
will learn in their classes, types of
jobs available to those with their
major, type of environment one
would work in and the hours that
come with that kind of work. Stu-
dents will also learn of the type of
salary that comes with jobs in those
fields and how secure the job market
is as well.

For more information, visit ucc.edu.

EXPERT IN HIS FIELD…Juniors and
seniors at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison attended Career Day
on Monday, April 6, where they were
given the opportunity to learn from
professionals in the fields of medicine,
finance, law, engineering and market-
ing/public relations/advertising. Pic-
tured above, Chuck Anastasiou of
Scotch Plains, describes his responsi-
bilities and challenges as Managing
Director of Investments at Wachovia
Securities in New York City. Mr.
Anastasiou and his wife, Nina, are the
parents of Samantha (a fourth grader)
and Michael (a seventh grader) at
Wardlaw-Hartridge.

County College Hosts
Open House on May 5
CRANFORD – Union County Col-

lege (UCC) will host an open house
for students who will be starting
classes at UCC this summer and for
those who may be interested in en-
rolling for the fall semester. The open
house will be held on May 5 at 6 p.m.
on the college’s Cranford campus at
1033 Springfield Avenue.

The open house will provide new
students with the opportunity to meet
faculty members, to learn about fi-
nancial aid opportunities, to tour the
campus, to learn about the counsel-
ing and tutoring services available at
UCC, to learn about student activities
and athletics and are a chance to be-
gin to explore career paths. Families
are also welcome.

To attend the above session, RSVP
to reception@ucc.edu or call (908)
709-7518. The open house session is
free; however, RSVPs are recom-
mended.

Visit Our Booth at the Westfield Spring Fling April 26th!
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Christopher Academy
Hosts Parenting Lecture

WESTFIELD – Christopher Acad-
emy of Westfield has invited the pub-
lic to take part in the first lecture of
the academy’s Community Parenting
Educational Series.

All are welcome to attend this free
event and learn the key of becoming
a “positive parent” and the effect it
will have on children.

Diane Lang, who holds multiple
counseling positions and is an ad-
junct professor at Montclair State
University, will present the discus-
sion tonight, April 23, at 7 p.m. at the
Christopher Academy, located at 510
Hillcrest Avenue in Westfield. To reg-
ister, call (908) 233-7447.

Trailside Hosts Teacher-
Training Workshop

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
will present “Project WET” – a
teacher-training workshop for adults
ages 18 and older – at Trailside Na-
ture and Science Center in
Mountainside on Wednesday, May 6,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The workshop will provide the
necessary tools, resources and
lessons for teachers to use in the
classroom to teach our future leaders
about the importance of water in
everyday life.

Formal and informal educators are
invited to join Trailside park
naturalist Ruth Yablonsky for a day
of interactive, educational and hands-
on activities focused on water as a
valuable resource.

Participants in the “Project WET”
workshop will work cooperatively to
discover the properties of water in
“Water Olympics.” They will study
the effects of heat energy on water in
“Molecules in Motion” and learn

mapping and graphing skills in
“Poison Pump.”

Each participant will receive the
Project WET curriculum and activity
guide with more than 90
interdisciplinary activities and
lessons, teacher-tested and classroom-
ready for K-12 students. Lessons in
the guide are correlated to New Jersey
Core Curriculum Content Standards.

Pre-registration is preferred for this
workshop as space is limited. Walk-
ins are welcome as space permits.
The fee is $10 per person and includes
the Project WET curriculum and
activity guide. Light refreshments will
be served during morning registration.
Participants are encouraged to bring
a lunch.

For information about the Project
WET teacher-training workshop or
other upcoming programs and special
events at Trailside, call (908) 789-
3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside.
Trailside is located at 452 New
Providence Road in Mountainside.

UCC Unveils 75th
Anniversary Quilt

CRANFORD – Union County Col-
lege (UCC), the oldest community
college in New Jersey, is currently
celebrating its 75th anniversary year.
Two staff members created a hand-
made quilt in honor of its 75 years of
serving the citizens of Union County.

On Tuesday, March 3, an unveiling
of the quilt was held on the College’s
Cranford campus in the lobby of Ken-
neth MacKay Library, during the
month of the year, which also cel-
ebrates Women’s History Month.

The quilt was made by two of the
college’s librarians, Josaine Royster
and Rae Wong, who have both been
quilting for many years and together
developed the idea to make the quilt
in honor of the college’s anniversary
celebration.

The quilt is five-by-ten feet in size
and incorporated onto it are the UCC
75th Anniversary logo, a UCC col-
lege diploma, a photo of the MacKay
Library, a photo of the bust of Ken-
neth MacKay, a computer, shelves of
books and the UCC mascot, the owl.

The quilt will be on display in the
lobby of MacKay Library, Cranford
campus through the end of May.

Poet Dickman to Read
At WHS Poets Series
WESTFIELD – The Westfield High

School English Department an-
nounced that Matthew Dickman will
be conducting a public reading at the
eighth installment of the Westfield
High School Visiting Poets Series on
Tuesday, April 28, at 7 p.m. in the
school’s auditorium. The reading is
free of charge and is open to the
public.

Mr. Dickman is the recipient of the
APR/Honnickman First Book Prize
for All-American Poem, chosen by
Tony Hoagland. His works have ap-
peared in a variety of publications,
including The New Yorker and Tin
House.

The Westfield High School Audi-
torium is located at 550 Dorian Road.
To learn more, contact the program’s
coordinator, John Cheddar, at
jcheddar@westfieldnjk12.org.
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