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Temple Sholom Announces
Mitzvah Weekend Activities
FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of

Fanwood/Scotch Plains will hold its
annual Mitzvah Weekend from May
1 to 3. Participants will have opportu-
nities to make a positive difference in
their community and beyond. Mem-
bers of the community are welcome
to join in any or all of the weekend
activities.

On Friday, May 1, a special service
will be held at 8 p.m. in the Temple
Sholom Chapel. The service will fea-
ture guest speaker Ellen Blacker, a
local consumer safety advocate who,
after a frightening incident in her own
life, decided to get involved and make
a difference. She now meets with gov-
ernment officials and is helping to
create legislation regarding toy safety.

Temple Sholom is located in the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church at the
corner of Martine and LaGrande Av-
enues in Fanwood. The chapel is
around the corner off of Marian Av-
enue. Attendees are asked to enter
through the door on Marian Avenue
marked “Temple Sholom.”

On Saturday, May 2, a potluck sup-
per at 6 p.m. will be followed by a
presentation at 8 p.m. by student can-
tor Vicky Glikin. She will lead a fun-
filled, Israeli-style sing-along for
Temple Sholom’s annual Sing Out
For Justice event in the chapel. At-
tendees will be encouraged to share
their favorite Israeli experiences.

On Sunday, May 3, volunteers of

all ages will gather at 9:30 a.m. at
Union Catholic High School, located
at 1600 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains. A brief discussion will be held
on how each activity fulfills a certain
mitzvah, or commandment.

From there, participants will leave
to take part in various activities. Among
them will be collecting food for the
needy, making meatloaves and cook-
ies to be donated to St. John’s Soup
Kitchen, helping to beautify local out-
door recreation areas, visiting with
nursing home residents, creating book-
marks to be donated along with books
for children at the Emmanuel Cancer
Foundation, washing cars to raise
money for Homefirst: Interfaith Hous-
ing and Family Services, and creating
blankets for Project Linus to be do-
nated to children in hospitals.

Temple Sholom also will collect
the following items: Gently used
books to be sent to Arad, Israel; soc-
cer and hockey supplies for the Buddy
Ball program serving children with
disabilities; new containers of bubble
solution, Play-Doh, crayons, color-
ing books, children’s card games and
decks of playing cards for Children’s
Specialized Hospital; small and
travel-sized toiletries for needy adults,
and cash and check donations to help
offset project costs.

To register to volunteer, contact
rs@sholomnj.org or call (908) 889-
4900.

Library Displays Collections
Of Dr. Seuss Memorabilia

WESTFIELD – Through the end
of April, the Dr. Seuss collection of
Westfield resident Larry Weiner and
the personal collections of
Tamaques Elementary School Pack
273, Cub Scout Den No 3 will be on
display at the Westfield Memorial
Library. The library is located at
550 East Broad Street.

The Dr. Seuss toys and memora-
bilia that Mr. Weiner has been buy-
ing over the Internet for many years
are exhibited in the display case
facing the entrance of the library.

While author and illustrator Dr.
Seuss is best known for such
children’s books as “The Cat in the
Hat,” “Green Eggs and Ham” and
“How the Grinch Stole Christmas,”
many Dr. Seuss toys and games also
were produced.

Mr. Weiner’s collection includes
colorful plastic figures of Dr. Seuss
characters; Judge magazine, which he
illustrated in 1933, and puzzles and
glasses that Hess and Esso gave away
when customers bought gasoline.

The collection also includes a Dr.
Seuss Zoo. This large kit features in-
terchangeable yellow, orange and blue
plastic parts that children assembled
to create Norval, the Bashful Blinket,
Gowdy the Dowdy Crackle, and Tingo,
the Noodle Topped Stroodle. Along-
side the legitimate Dr. Seuss toys are
the fur-topped, plastic creatures that
an imitator made without Dr. Seuss’
permission.

Additionally, fans can see a

beginner’s hobby kit for The Cat in
the Hat, a Cat in the Hat doll and a
“World of Dr. Seuss” lunch box.

Cub Scout Den No. 3 is exhibit-
ing the Cubs’ collections in the dis-
play case closest to the windows on
the first floor of the library. Among
the items are a collection of multi-
colored, tiny bouncy balls, two rock
collections, football cards and two
racecar collections.

These exhibits can be seen Mon-
day through Thursday from 9:30
a.m. to 9 p.m., Fridays and Satur-
days from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Sundays from 1 to 5 p.m. Groups or
individuals who would like to dis-
play their collections at the library
should call Lauren Ryan, head of
Adult Services, at (908) 789-4090,
extension no. 4140.

Arbor Day Program
On Tap Tomorrow

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Shade
Tree Commission will hold its annual
Arbor Day program tomorrow, Fri-
day, April 24, at 4 p.m. at Carriage
House Park on Watson Road.

The event will feature the Park
Middle School Environmental Club.
Club members will give a demonstra-
tion on the proper way to mulch a tree
and how to prevent English Ivy from
smothering a tree. There will be a free
tree giveaway. The public is invited.

Library Friends Seek
Book Sale Donations
WESTFIELD – The Friends of the

Westfield Memorial Library are ask-
ing area residents to donate their used
books and audio-visual materials for
the organization’s upcoming book sale.
Donations of fiction, non-fiction and
children’s books need to be in good,
re-saleable condition. The Friends can-
not accept encyclopedias, condensed
books, old texts or magazines.

Items will be accepted today and
tomorrow, April 23 and 24, from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m., and on Saturday, April
25, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The sale dates
are Wednesday, April 29, 2 to 8 p.m.;
Thursday and Friday, April 30 and May
1, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. both days (May 1 is
half-price day), and Saturday, May 2,
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. ($4 Bag Day).

The Friends also are seeking adults
and teenagers to help with the sale.
Interested volunteers may sign up at the
library’s circulation desk. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street. Pro-
ceeds will support ongoing library pro-
grams such as the museum pass pro-
gram, scholarships for future librarians
and the Friends’ children’s programs.

Concert Pianist Sohyun Ahn
To Give Recital at Church

SCOTCH PLAINS – Internation-
ally known concert pianist Sohyun
Ahn will give a recital this Sunday,
April 26, at 1 p.m. at the All Saints’
Episcopal Church, where she serves
as organist and choirmaster.

The program, which will last ap-

proximately one hour, will include a
variety of light classical pieces. A
reception will follow.

Originally from Seoul, South Ko-
rea, Ms. Ahn has studied there as well
as in Scotland and Japan. She has
taught Master Classes in Korea and
Malaysia and also has taught at the
University of Texas in Austin.

Ms. Ahn earned master’s degrees at
the Royal Scottish Academy of Music
and Drama and at Tokyo National Uni-
versity of Music and Fine Arts. She also
has studied organ at the Mason Gross
School of Rutgers University. Ms. Ahn
has given concerts in New Jersey and
New York and has several upcoming
concert dates in Malaysia.

Tickets for this special event are
$15. They may be purchased at the
door before the concert, but reserva-
tions are encouraged. To make a res-
ervation, call All Saints’ at (908) 322-
8047. The church is located at 559
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains, across
from Park Middle School. Parking is
available behind the church, accessed
via Church Street to School Place.

Gorczyca Golf Tournament
To Benefit Coach’s Family

WESTFIELD – When David
Gorczyca of Westfield died last year
at the age of 42, his wife, Laura, and
their three young children were de-
termined to make something good
come from their tragic loss.

The Westfield family and their
friends established the David Gorczyca
Memorial Foundation to honor and
further Mr. Gorczyca’s generosity of
spirit. The foundation’s mission is to
help families whose lives have re-
cently been affected by tragedy.

On Thursday, May 21, the founda-
tion will hold its second annual golf
tournament at the Pine Barrens Golf
Club in Jackson. The Event 2009 is its
central fundraiser, featuring a golf tour-
nament, silent auction and dinner.

The Event 2009 will benefit the
family of James “Coach Jim” McElroy
of Springfield, who lost his battle with
cancer earlier this year at the age of 45.
Mr. McElroy, who left behind his wife
and four young children, was a coach
for Springfield youth sports and estab-

lished the current St. James CYO Bas-
ketball Program.

To learn more about The Event
2009 and the David Gorczyca Me-
morial Foundation, or to participate
in or donate to the fundraiser, call
Kathleen Donohue Rennie at (908)
851-0804 or contact The Founda-
tion at P.O. Box 2361, Westfield,
N.J. 07091. The David Gorczyca Me-
morial Foundation is a 501(c)3 tax-
exempt organization (EIN 26-
2471825). Information also is avail-
able at gorczycafoundation.com.

VOTF Book Discussion
To Take Place May 7
WESTFIELD – On Thursday, May

7, Union County Voice of the Faithful
(VOTF) will sponsor a discussion on
Richard Rohr’s book “Hope Against
Darkness.”

The discussion will be held at 7:30
p.m. at the home of Mary Ryan at 34
Westbrook Road in Westfield. Mary
Ryan and Madeleine Korfmacher will
be the facilitators.

“Hope Against Darkness” presents
a model of reform for the Catholic
Church in the tradition of St. Francis
of Assisi. A book review by Sheila and
Matt Linn states: “The misuse of power
by many of our leaders and institu-
tions often leaves us feeling helpless,
wondering if we can really make a
difference. Jesus and St. Francis of
Assisi lived in similar times of crisis
and they did find a way to make a
difference. This book shares their vi-
sion in a way that enlarges ours, and
offers practical solutions that empower
us to heal ourselves and our society.”

VOTF’s mission is to provide a
prayerful voice through which the
faithful can actively participate in the
governance and guidance of the
Catholic Church. Goals are to sup-
port victims of clergy sexual abuse, to
support priests of integrity and to
shape structural change within the
Catholic Church. For more informa-
tion, call Mary at (908) 233-8960 or
Madeleine at (908) 789-8477.

A SPECIAL PRESENT…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Newcomers Club recently
held an Egg Hunt at Forest Road Park in Fanwood. Members were asked to bring
a new book to donate to children at Overlook Hospital in Summit. The group
collected hundreds of books. Club member Ewa Messano and her daughter,
Elizabeth, are pictured donating a book.

WCC Open House to Focus
On Youth Tutorial Program
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Com-

munity Center, located at 558 West
Broad Street, invites the public to visit
its facility on Thursday, April 30, be-
tween 5 and 7 p.m. to learn more about
its tutorial program, which provides
educational assistance to children at
the elementary school level.

Program Coordinator Joseph
Malanga and Head Teacher Joann
Ryan will be on hand to discuss the
program in detail. Mr. Malanga is prin-
cipal at Wilson Elementary School in
Westfield and Ms. Ryan is a special
education teacher at Jefferson Elemen-
tary School in Westfield.

The program has a three-fold pur-
pose: education (through a tutorial pro-
gram), recreation (through educational
games and gym activity) and nutrition
(a hot nutritious meal served every
day). The program’s motto is children

having fun while exercising their brain.
Registration packets will be avail-

able for both the summer camp pro-
gram, which begins approximately
Tuesday, June 23, and the fall after
school program. The summer camp
program runs daily from 8 a.m. to 6
p.m. and includes lunch each day.
Program fees are $110 per week. The
After School Program, held Monday
through Friday from 3 to 6 p.m., will
begin on Wednesday, September 9.
The center’s school bus picks up chil-
dren from Westfield schools. The fall
program fee will be $60 per week.

For more information on these pro-
grams, call Thelma May Smith, ex-
ecutive director, at (908) 232-4759.
Those unable to attend the open house
may pick up registration packets
Monday through Friday between 9:30
a.m. and 5:30 p.m.
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Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

Medical QiGong Class
To Be Held at Church
SCOTCH PLAINS – Medical

QiGong, a course of meditation im-
agery, will be offered on Saturday,
May 2, from 10:30 a.m. to noon at the
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church.
It is designed to help individuals
achieve a more physically and emo-
tionally balanced self.

This course is free and open to all.
Participants are asked to be on time,
as once the session begins, it cannot
be interrupted. The Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church is located at 1961
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.


