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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm St.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, N.J. 07090 (908) 518-7733
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Town of WF Should Help, Not
Hurt, Downtown Businesses

SP Resident is ‘Horrified’ at Family
Who Littered at Brookside Park

SP Council Should
Discuss Budget in Open

In the April 16 edition of The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times there was an ar-
ticle, which reported on statements made
by the Mayor of Scotch Plains regarding
the Township Council’s expectations as
to what will be in this year’s budget. I
have been inquiring on a regular basis as
to when the discussions by the Township
Council would begin on this year’s bud-
get and have been informed that no such
meetings have even been scheduled.

The budget is the most important mat-
ter decided by the Township Council each
year. Some of the statements made by the
mayor relate to subject matter, which
may not be discussed by the Township
Council at any meeting that does not
comply with the Open Public Meetings
Act. Portions of this act are read at the
beginning of every public Township
Council meeting. The Act contains the
following language, which is applicable
to this situation: the right of the public to
be present at all meetings of public bod-
ies, and to witness in full detail all phases
of the deliberation, policy formulation,
and decision making of public bodies, is
vital to the enhancement and proper func-
tioning of the democratic process; that
secrecy in public affairs undermines the
faith of the public in government and the
public’s effectiveness in fulfilling its role
in a democratic society.

The Township Council should be care-
ful in deciding to discuss the budget in
closed meetings and should err on the side
of openness of such meetings.

Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains

Williams Said ‘Undefeated, Untied and
Unindicted,’ Always Gets a Laugh

It’s been fun reading recent articles in
The Westfield Leader, which mention me
in passing. Reminds me of the days when,
long ago, I was Mayor of Westfield. How-
ever, to set the record straight regarding a
letter from Mr. Peter Cowles, who op-
posed me in the mayoral election of 1976
– he takes exception to my statement at a
GOP dinner last month that I had been

“unopposed, undefeated and unindicted.”
I was misquoted. What I said was: “unde-
feated, untied and unindicted.” I’ve used
that line before, and it always gets a
laugh. My involvement in town govern-
ment was a wonderful experience, for
which I continue to be very grateful.

Alexander Williams
Garwood

I would like to share my dismay at what
I witnessed today [Sunday] at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains. I was there walking
my dog along the trail which follows the
creek. As I was watching a snapping
turtle sunning itself in the creek, there
was a man and his two children on the
opposite side of the creek, not directly
across from me, but not too far to see what
they were doing.

The father emptied a bag of trash into
the creek and then he and his children
walked away, passing the trashcans adja-
cent to the parking lot and headed up
towards the playground.

From where I stood, the trash appeared
to include clear plastic bags. I snapped a
picture of the family as they walked away,
and later crossed to that side of the creek
for a closer look at the dumped trash.

I have attached of photo of the trash to
this e-mail. I am shocked and yes, horri-
fied, that someone, an adult, and in front

of his children would dump trash into a
creek, with trashcans (quite empty) not
50 feet away.

The trail at Brookside is always littered
with what looks like the garbage of kids,
tossed Slurpee cups, candy wrappers, etc.,
which is sad to see. This family today,
was the most shocking. Sad, that in this
environmentally conscious world, a par-
ent would not only dump trash, but set
such a bad example for his children.

Before leaving the park, I retrieved the
trash from the creek and placed it in the
nearby garbage can. I don’t know if you
can publish any of this, but it is important
for all citizens to be responsible.

Perhaps with community awareness,
our parks will stay cleaner and our chil-
dren grow up aware of their role as stew-
ards of our environment.

Joan Sams
Scotch Plains

Put Westfield Memorial Pool
Registration Online, Please

At 5:15 a.m., on Saturday morning, my
wife and I arrived at Town Hall to get on
line to register for the Memorial Pool.
Our spot was on the corner of East Street
and Park Drive. The line stretched from
there along the sidewalk past the entrance
to the Police Department, turned right
went through the parking lot, turned right
again going back towards East Broad
Street, turning once more and finally went
up the ramp to the front entrance of Town
Hall. Over the next few hours, the line
eventually did a complete loop around
Town Hall.

Some people sat in chairs, some with
blankets; some camped out in tents; the
rest just stood. People who needed to use
the restrooms were allowed into the Po-
lice Station. Sometime after sunrise, they
opened the doors to the main floor of
Town Hall to allow people to use the
restrooms there. People were in fairly
good spirits, talking with those around
them, some saying that this reminded
them of waiting on line for concert tick-
ets.

Registration was scheduled to begin at
8 a.m., though the doors opened several
minutes early. There were 540 available
openings and they were sold out by 8:25
a.m. At that point, a gentleman from the
Recreation Department came out and in-
formed us that they would now take names
for the waiting list. He said that the first
person on line got there at 9 p.m. Friday
night. One of the last people to get a
membership said he arrived around 3 a.m.
He [the recreation department worker]
said they would try to do it differently
next year. Some people turned and walked
away dejected, many stayed to take the
chance, slim as it may be, to get on the
waiting list. With over 100 applications
on the wait list before ours, and probably
an equal number after, we are not hopeful
about getting in this year or next.

The reasons for people being on line
Saturday morning, or in some cases Fri-
day night, varied. Most did not have a
membership last year, while some did,
but forgot to renew in time. There were

also a number of people who held mem-
berships in some of the other private pool
clubs in the area who could no longer
afford them and wanted to join a less
expensive club. Others were not going to
be traveling and wanted to have a
“staycation.”

Needless to say, there are a lot of ticked
off people. There were cries from people
saying that they pay their taxes and
shouldn’t have to go through this process
to register for the pool. They were re-
minded that the pool is not supported by
the town — it is funded solely through
membership fees.

I understand that the state requires the
town to sell memberships and daily passes
to everyone, regardless of where they
live. This is because the park in which the
pool is located is included on Green Acres
and the town previously used a small
amount of money from the Green Acres
program for park use. The town will do
what is necessary to stay in compliance
with state law but still operate for the
benefit of the town residents.

If the “Y” can do online registration,
why not the town? The “Y” used to have
people lining up early in the morning
several times a year to register their kids
for classes (I know, I was one of them). If
the Recreation Department began the reg-
istration process at 10 a.m., people could
go online at home, work, or the library, as
well as showing up in person. Since pool
members must swipe their ID card to get
in, the Recreation Department should also
consider offering weekday only member-
ships, weekend only memberships, mem-
berships for those who just want to swim
laps in the morning before they go to
work, etc. It shouldn’t be that hard to do,
you shouldn’t need any specialized soft-
ware to allow different levels of access to
the pool. We probably have people in
town who could write the code – perhaps
that could make a nice senior project for
someone at the high school.

Jeffrey Messing
Westfield

I recently received a second notice from
the Town of Westfield informing me that
the sign I have hanging in front of my
Zamba Chicken restaurant is in violation
of a municipal ordinance. The zoning
officer makes it clear that I need to re-
move the sign immediately or face pros-
ecution. I am also not allowed to park my
car in front of my restaurant, because it is
painted with the Zamba Chicken logo,
which they consider a form of signage.

I will comply with the town’s wishes
by removing the sign and parking my car
in the rear of the building when I need to.
I have no interest in engaging in a long,
drawn-out feud over something so trivial.
But as a business owner, and a stake-
holder in the future of downtown
Westfield, I feel compelled to speak my
mind about the hard line the town has
chosen to take in these difficult economic
times.

As I mentioned in my previous letter,
this is not the time to enforce policies that
hurt the profitability of local businesses.
We can all agree that Westfield is a great
downtown, with a wide variety of shops
and restaurants, but how long will that
last if the businesses are hit with viola-
tions every time they try to promote them-
selves? Other towns in the area that are
implementing business-friendly policies
will attract new businesses and develop
stronger commercial districts over time.

Westfield cannot afford to play the
fiddle while this economic crisis lingers.
If it does, other local towns that want to be
“just like Westfield” will, in fact, become
superior to Westfield, as they attract more
business owners away from our beloved
downtown. And the only signs left to
regulate will say “for lease.”

John Gennaro
Clark

Local Businesses Were
Generous to Girl Scout

Gold Award Project
We would like to take this opportunity

to thank all of those who helped us in
completing our Girl Scout Gold Award
Project. The following stores helped us
succeed in putting together a luau-themed
dance for the New Jersey Hawks, an
organization that gives teens with autism
and ‘down syndrome’ the chance to com-
pete in competitive sports:

Papa Johns in Westfield; Jersey Mikes
in Westfield; Trader Joe’s in Westfield; A
and P in Westfield; Party Stop in
Westfield; Hershey’s in Westfield;
Mojave Grill in Westfield; Philly’s Pret-
zel Place in Westfield; Subway in
Westfield; La Casa in Westfield; Panera
in Westfield; Bagel Chateau in Westfield;
Mario’s Italian Deli in Westfield; Clyne
and Murphy in Westfield; Buona Pizza in
Westfield; Ferraros in Westfield;
Vaccaros in Clark; Rustic Mill in
Cranford; Calabria Pizza in Cranford;
Kings in Garwood; Shop Rite in Garwood;
Mountainside Deli in Mountainside; My
Town Bakery in Scotch Plains; BJ’s
Whole Sale Club; Party City in Watchung;
Party City in Bridgewater.

Karen Emslie from
www.hulahonney.com and DJ Lance
Pecina of Clark donated their time to
perform at our luau.

The dance gave disabled teens the op-
portunity to participate in a social setting
they would normally not have the chance
to experience. Without the following’s
help, we would not have been able to put
together such a wonderful and rewarding
event. We ask everyone to acknowledge
these stores for their generosity.

Katie Esler
Megan Pulliam

Senior Girl Scouts of Troop 40890

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Jetton – A small metal counter used

in some card games
2. Pucelage – Virginity
3. Facundity – Eloquence; readiness of

speech
4. Externat – A day school

HORTATIVE
1. Bristled; standing erect
2. Pertaining to an orchard or garden
3. To urge strongly or encourage
4. Having a terrible sound; sounding

dreadfully
LIVOR

1. Envy
2. Resembling or of the color of lye;

ashen
3. Vigorous; very active
4. Belief

POCOCURANTE
1. A marsh or swamp
2. Indifferent or apathetic
3. Afflicted with gout
4. Dull; lissless

ESPISCATION
1. Very particular; something outstand-

ing
2. The act of scaling fish
3. Sensitivity to art and beauty; good

taste
4. Act of getting to the truth of any

matter by strict inquiry

Italian American Club Seeks
Earthquake Relief Donations

Overflowing Garbage Can in
Mindowaskin Park, Laziness

On this past sunny Saturday afternoon,
our family went to the Mindowaskin Park
playground. As we walked in, we saw a
trash receptacle overflowing with the
ground surrounding it littered with
Styrofoam coffee cups and bags of empty
donut boxes. Amazingly, within 10 feet
of the trash bin were two other half full
trash receptacles, which could have eas-
ily been used to dispose of the overflow
from the coffee and donut party.

This bothered me so I started to throw

out the bags when I realized that I had my
Pentax dSLR with me and I should docu-
ment this example of laziness. The first
picture shows the overflowing bin after I
removed some of the garbage, the second
is the view showing how close the emp-
tier bin is to the offending trash bin. Is it
really that much work to use other trash
bins when they are so close?

Nicholas Karter
Westfield

The Italian American Club of Westfield
is sponsoring a fundraising campaign for
the Earthquake victims in L’Aquila, Italy.
There is a drastic need for solidarity and
support of the relief efforts, as much of
the countryside has been destroyed by the
6.3 magnitude earthquake that has claimed
approximately 295 lives.

The initiative for the campaign came
from club President, Victor Carnevale,
who was in the Abbruzzo region the day
of the earthquake and saw the devastation
first hand. There is a vital need for dona-
tions to help assist the 50,000 people who
are left homeless and the restoration of
thousands of damaged buildings, includ-
ing churches and schools.

Those who wish to make a donation
can do so by sending a check made out to
the Italian American Club of Westfield
Earthquake Fund. Your Tax-free dona-
tion can either be mailed to the address
listed below or dropped off directly be-
tween the hours of 7 and 10 p.m.

For further information, please contact
Mario Russo at (908) 232-1659.

The Italian American Club thanks you
in advance for your generous contribu-
tions and your show of solidarity and
support.

Victor Carnevale, President
Italian American Club

Westfield

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Helter-Skelter Political Process in
New Jersey Has Few Boundaries

Before “getting out of the box,” to use a baseball
reference, we offer our condolences to Mrs. Nancy
Munoz and the Munoz family, who lost a husband
and a father a month ago. Assemblyman Eric Munoz
was respected as both a surgeon and an assembly-
man, where he acted for the betterment of the legis-
lative district (LD-21).

However, we are troubled by the “helter-skelter”
process that resulted in the selection of Mrs. Munoz
to succeed her husband on the June GOP Primary
Election Ballot – essentially ‘fait accompli’ to elec-
tion victory in November. On principle, we are
opposed.

This paper, through editorials and reform thoughts,
has been consistent in speaking out against things
that we believe are wrong with the New Jersey
political system.

What we hear is that the district Republicans,
because of Mr. Munoz’s sudden and unexpected
death, did not have enough time to consider all
suitors and were face-to-face with infighting. Due to
the state deadline, there were only a few days to file
amended candidate papers.

It may be true that Mrs. Munoz has an impressive
education background, proximity to the political
sphere and involvement in charitable causes. We
don’t know. She may well be the ideal candidate.

But this is not the point. Is the seat sacred?
When politics is closed off – open to only the elite

or families of incumbents – it has a stunting effect.
Politics is then seen as nothing more than a game,
and the public loses faith in the schema.

The public tends to do a good job identifying the
best candidate, when given the chance. At least, that
was the founding fathers’ view of how democracy
should operate. Because of the enormity of eco-
nomic issues facing our state, it is paramount, now
more than ever, that political seats are not simply
“passed on” as family heirlooms.

All this has raised eyebrows. We’ve heard
grumblings from within the district Republican Party.
Whether the perspective is Republican, Democrat or
unaffiliated, we hope for better. No Assembly seat
belongs to a political party, a power group, a specific
geographic location or a family – We think, perhaps
naively, the seat belongs to the electorate.

The GOP LD21 delegates convene on the 27th of
this month in private to select the individual to fill the
seat held by Mr. Munoz for the period until the
November election. Presumably, this will be Mrs.
Munoz — for little else seems to make sense at this
point.

This too will pass, but it is exasperating for us to
write this because we have respect and confidence in
Senator Tom Kean, Jr. of Legislative District 21.
Surely he must ponder indeed given these twisting
and turning events that, “politics makes strange
bedfellows.”

Who Votes in School Elections and
Is There a Correlation to Quality?

The clear winner in Union County for citizens
participating in Democracy by voting in school
elections is Westfield. The town’s gross voter par-
ticipation, about 4,800, exceeded that of any other
town, even though Westfield’s 30,000 population
pales in comparison to much larger towns such as
Elizabeth [population 120,000 – voting 2,900], Union
[population 55,000 – voting 1,900], Plainfield [popu-
lation 48,000 – voting 1,000] and Linden [popula-
tion 40,000 – voting 1,900]. Westfield even had
challenges for the open seats on the board of educa-
tion where five candidates sought the three open
seats. (Results are unofficial).

We congratulate and thank all the candidates.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood deserves an honorable

mention for second place in the county. The 29,000
population turned out about 3,500 voters.

School elections traditionally have a dismal turn-
out, leading some legislators to say the system

should be abandoned or that the voting should be
moved to November during the General Election.
Even Westfield with the highest turnout and about
20,000 registered voters, resulted in a turnout of
about 24 percent. (The county was 11.8 percent).

Most towns only open the polls from 2 to 9 p.m. for
school elections – the minimum required by state
law. This faces criticism by some saying working
voters who would normally vote in the morning are
disenfranchised and the outcome is steered to par-
ents picking their children up at school.

A few years back, the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion expanded the voting time to be from 7 a.m. to 9
p.m. to promote voting by all. A great decision, we
believe.

We congratulate the readers of The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times for the high-
est voting in the county and for their commitment to
public education.

See more letters on page 19


