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CELEBRATING 200…Senator Tom Kean, Jr. congratulates Charlotte Seltzer,
left, and Margaret Schantz, right, two Wilson School fourth graders of Westfield,
for their winning submissions to the “Lincoln’s 200th Birthday” poster contest
held recently.

Christie Rips Corzine
Over Latest Jobs Report

PARSIPPANY -- Republican gu-
bernatorial candidate Chris Christie
unveiled the following statement re-
garding the unemployment figures
released by the State of New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce
Development last week:

“[The] unemployment figures
sadly report that New Jersey lost
another 17,200 jobs last month. We
know Governor Corzine and his ad-
ministration haven’t accepted the
fact that New Jerseyans are over-
taxed. Given New Jersey ranks last
in business tax climate and first in
overall tax burden, it’s clear to me –
our state’s high taxes equal less
jobs and less opportunity for New
Jerseyans.

“It is amazing, however, that Gov-
ernor Corzine actually managed to
increase employment in the one
place where we need it least – gov-
ernment. Let’s face it, New Jersey
families are hurting, and they de-
serve a Governor who understands
that out-of- control taxes and a shriv-
eling job market threaten the liveli-
hoods of all New Jerseyans,” Mr.
Christie said.

Stimulus Funding Aimed at
New Jersey Transit Projects
NEWARK — Funding under the

American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act (ARRA), known as the fed-
eral stimulus, is accelerating seven
transit projects in northern and cen-
tral New Jersey that will build system
capacity, extend accessibility and
ensure service reliability for decades
to come.

NJ Transit will target a $342 mil-
lion in ARRA funds at northern and
central New Jersey projects, includ-
ing $130 million for the mass transit
tunnel to advance final design of the
$8.7-billion project featuring two new

trans-Hudson commuter rail tunnels
and an expanded Penn Station in New
York.

  Among the projects being accel-
erated with ARRA funding are: $25
million for the Morristown Line sig-
nal system to accommodate bi-direc-
tional train operation on each track
between Summit and Denville, which
will provide more flexibility and re-
duces delays, and $17.3 million for
Newark Penn Station Plaza to im-
prove pedestrian and vehicular traffic
circulation along Raymond Plaza
West.

Budget Cuts Derail Freight
Line Revitalization in UC

ELIZABETH — Plans to revital-
ize two railroad freight lines in the
heart of Union County have been
suspended, county officials an-
nounced Tuesday.

The downturn in the nation’s
economy, combined with state fund-
ing cutbacks for vital sections of the
14-mile project, left the county with
little choice but to recommend to the
state Department of Transportation
(DOT) that the project be tempo-
rarily suspended, said Al Faella,
Union County’s director of economic
development.

Plans developed by the DOT called
for restoring the old Staten Island
Railroad (SIRR) from Linden to
Cranford and the Rahway Valley Line
(RVL)from Cranford to Summit. The
county, acting as an agent for the
DOT, contracted with the Morristown
and Erie (M&E) Railway for the re-
habilitation work.

While the SIRR is nearly finished,
with installation of railroad cross-
ing signals the last major compo-
nent left to be done, little of the
RVLwas rehabilitated. In addition
to extensive track work, the RVL’s
rail crossing on Route 22 in Union
had to be redone, and three missing
bridges in Springfield and Summit
had to be replaced.

However, recent state budget cut-
backs eliminated funding for the
Route 22 crossing, Mr. Faella said.
Without that crossing, he said it would
be impossible for the M&E to service
the Union industrial area, which eco-
nomic development officials believed
had the greatest potential for utiliz-
ing a revitalized freight line.

Under the plan, the M&E, which
runs short-haul freight lines in Mor-
ris County, as well as in Pennsylva-
nia and Maine, would have been able
to transport small freight loads from
central Union County towns out to
Bound Brook, where the rail cars
would be transferred to the long-
distance haulers such as Norfolk-
Southern.

The M&E also planned to trans-
port pelletized plastic from plants in
Linden up to Morris County, where
several plastic manufacturing facili-
ties are located.

Mr. Faella said county officials
met with state transportation offi-
cials some weeks ago to discuss the
situation.

“This really isn’t the climate right
now. We told them, ‘Why don’t we
put things on hold for a while’ and
they agreed,” Mr. Faella said. “So
everything is on hold. It just doesn’t
make sense at this point to throw
more money at the project after con-
sidering the economic climate.”

Union County Manager George
Devanney said it would be up to the
state to determine when work on the
project resumes.

“This has been a state project from
day one, with Union County acting
only as a conduit and overseer. When
the state decided it wanted to revital-
ize the two freight lines, the county’s
interest was simply to protect local
residents as much as possible,” Mr.
Devanney said.

The rail-revitalization project was
expected to be operational, along with
the SIRR portion, by this June, ac-
cording to Gordon Fuller, chief oper-
ating officer with M&E .

The M&E’s plans called for utiliz-
ing the SIRR to haul materials from
Linden and Roselle out to Cranford
and then use NJ Transit’s Raritan
Valley Line to move the freight cars
out to Bound Brook, where they
would be handed off to a major car-
rier, such as Norfolk Southern.

The other major component to the
M&E’s proposal was to repair the
RVL from Cranford to Summit.

While the M&E initially began
repair work on both the SIRR and the
RVL, the state ultimately restricted
all recent funding for the project to
be used only for the SIRR portion.

The state has given no indication
when work would resume on the
Rahway Valley Line.

IT’S A FAMILY AFFAIR... In Hanson Park in Cranford, two families join forces
with other neighbors to pick up litter and twigs at the Cranford River Cleanup
Day last Saturday. Keith MacMillan, right, and his family heard about the event
from the Cranford Newcomers Club and Salynn Hanlon, center. The event was
spearheaded by Cranford River Cleanup Committee Chairman Wally Shackell
who said, “We use the river all year; it’s only right to keep it clean.”

Susan Dougherty  for The Westfield Leader and The Times

County to Receive $9.9 Mil.
In Federal Stimulus Money
ELIZABETH — The County of

Union will be receiving approxi-
mately $9.9 million in federal stimu-
lus monies (the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act) that will fund
a number of road projects in most
Union County municipalities, includ-
ing intersection improvements, road
repaving, safety enhancements for
pedestrians and bikes, and improve-
ments to handicappedldisabled ramps.

In all, the county has received a total
of $27.7. million in grants since Janu-
ary 1 in stimulus, Housing and Urban
Development (HUD), and state grants.
Of this total, the bulk of this funding
—$21.3 million — is from federal
stimulus funds intended for economic
development, transportation, energy
efficiency, and some educational and
healthcare programs, officials said.

The projects to be funded by the
latest round of stimulus funds in-
clude: $510,000 for intersection im-
provements at Springfield Avenue and
North Union Avenue, and Spring-
field and Orange Avenues in Cranford
as well safety enhancements for pe-
destrian, bicycle and auto traffic and
replacement/repair of handicapped
ramps; $4.58 million for milling, re-
surfacing and handicapped ramps
countywide including the repaving
of miles of various county roads in
Berkeley Heights, Elizabeth,
Kenilworth, Linden, Mountainside,
Rahway, Roselle Park, Scotch Plains,
Springfield, Summit, Union and
Westfield. The project involves re-
paving, handicap ramp replacement/
repair, signage upgrades, traffic strip-
ing, and stormwater management
upgrades on inlets.

Also included is $1.42 million for

the Terrill Road corridor in Plainfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood — up-
grading of seven signalized intersec-
tions in Plainfield, Scotch Plains, and
Fanwood at the intersection of Terrill
Road and Front Street, Terrill Road
and Second Street, Terrill Road and
Midway Avenue/Third Street, Terrill
and South Avenue, Terrill and East
2nd Street/LaGrande Avenue, Terrill
and Cooper Roads, Raritan Road and
Martine Avenue.

The work will include replacement
of signal equipment, signage and
striping. Safety enhancements for
pedestrians, bikes, and auto traffic,
replacement/repair of handicapped
ramps, and timing and coordination
of lights along the corridor.

Also included is $2.53 million for
various Elizabeth intersection and
equipment improvements and
$875,000 for Park Avenue corridor
improvements in Plainfield as well
signal equipment replacement.

Rutgers  Extension
Offers ‘Family Meals’
ELIZABETH – “Enriching Fam-

ily Meals,” a two-hour course that
provides tips for bringing kids and
parents together at mealtime, along
with information on the benefits of
nutritious family dinners, is being
offered by the Rutgers Cooperative
Extension of

The class is scheduled for Thurs-
day, April 30, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the
county building on North Avenue in
Westfield, across the street from the
Westfield Diner. There is no fee but
pre-registration is required by calling
(908) 654-9854.


