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This Is Westfield 200937th Annual Edition
Coming in May – Make your advertising reservations now – (908) 232-4407 – sales@goleader.com – Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

To Help Guide You Through Life Transitions

Financial Planning

Financial Life Planning Charles P. Weidman, CFP®

70 South Orange Avenue, Suite 245 Livingston, NJ  07039

Office:  973-533-0666
Email:  CWeidman@Financial-Focus.net
Website:  www.Financial-Focus.net

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Securian Financial Services, Inc.,
Member FINRA/SIPC. Financial Focus, LLC is independently owned and operated.

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER ™ Professional

We invite you to learn
what makes us unique.

Investment Management

Roselle Golf Club, Your New Home for 2009
Union County Golfers. Has the closing of Oak Ridge left you feeling “sub par?”

Roselle G.C. is OPEN for our 92nd year!
Membership opportunities starting at only $1,800.

No greens fees, no mandatory carts, and no 5 hour rounds!

Just a friendly, private golf club experience.

www.rosellegolfclub.com

The Board of Roselle Golf Club and its members look forward to hearing from golfers
interested in joining our club.

We can be contacted at: (908) 245-7175

Joe Zanko, Membership Chairman (908) 403-0964

Email: RGC.golf@verizon.net

Roselle Golf Club is located at 417 Raritan Rd, Roselle, NJ 07203

For more information, see our website www.rosellegolfclub.com

417 Raritan Rd, Roselle, NJ 07203 - (908)  245-7175

Union County Golfers:

Has the closing of Oak Ridge left you feeling
“sub par?”

Roselle G.C. is OPEN for our 92nd year!

Membership opportunities start at only $1,800.
No greens fees, no mandatory carts, and no 5
hour rounds!

Just a friendly, private golf club experience.

Roselle Golf Club, Your New Home for 2009

TOUR de ELIZABETH… Bicyclists in last year’s Tour de Elizabeth get going for
the morning ride. Organizers are expecting upwards of 500 riders in this year’s
Tour de Elizabeth, a 15-mile ride from the waterfront to the Jersey Gardens Mall
to Warinanco Park. This year’s ride is set for Sunday, May 17.

NJ Transit, GW Explore
Expanded Train Service
By RAYNOR DENITZIO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — Borough officials
said last Tuesday night that they have
been approached by NJ Transit re-
garding the possibility of expanding
train service at the Garwood station.

In an e-mail sent to Borough Ad-
ministrator Christina Ariemma, NJ
Transit Director of Property Man-
agement and Real Estate Bernadette
Gill said the organization is consid-
ering adding two trains to both its
morning and evening peak service
in the borough, as well as one addi-
tional midday train. This would
bring the total number of stops in
Garwood to five during the morn-
ing peak, seven during the evening
peak and two during the afternoon.

However, as a stipulation of the
increase in stops, NJ Transit would
like as many as 75 parking spaces
devoted to commuter parking. Pres-
ently, the borough leases 20 spots
from the ShopRite on North Avenue
for permit parking.

One possibility suggested by Ms.
Gill is utilizing the Kennedy Plaza
lot located on North Avenue. Coun-
cilman Anthony Sytko, the
borough’s representative to the
Transportation Advisory Council,
said there appeared to be available
spaces during a brief survey of the
lot on Tuesday morning. However,
Mayor Dennis McCarthy cautioned
that additional research is needed
to judge the potential impact on
local businesses.

Officials were also unsure if the
lot could be utilized for transit park-
ing since it was built using a Com-
munity Development Block Grant
[CDBG].

“I don’t know if we’d even be able
to do it because we received federal
money for that lot from the CDBG,”
Councilwoman Kathleen Villaggio
said. “[The federal government] didn’t

pay for it at 100 percent, but there are
limitations with what we can do for
the lot.”

Mr. Sytko said he would continue
doing “spot checks” on the parking
situation over the next several weeks.
Borough officials said they would
also solicit information from local
businesses and examine the stipula-
tions of the grant to determine if
using the Kennedy Plaza lot is fea-
sible.

“We’re going to look into it from
the CDBG and the businesses point
of view to make sure we’re not going
to have a problem there, which are
two very important issues to look at,”
Mayor McCarthy said.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a rate fee of $2,548 (per mil-
lion gallons) for industrial water use
and authorized the expenditure of
$12,000 from the capital improve-
ment fund to purchase an air tank fill
station for the fire department.

The council will also hold public
hearings on a bond ordinance for the
2009 road and drainage improvement
project during its Tuesday, April 28
meeting. There will also be public
hearings on ordinances to amend
dumpster regulations and require ret-
rofitting of select borough storm
drains at that meeting.

Surrogate LaCorte
Receives Award

ELIZABETH – Union County Sur-
rogate James S. LaCorte has received
the 18th annual William J. McCloud
Award in recognition of his profes-
sionalism and compassion in service
to the families of Union County. The
McCloud Award is given to Family
Court judges, attorneys and court
personnel by the Union County Bar
Association, Family Law Section and
the Women Lawyers of Union
County.

Surrogate LaCorte is a lifelong resi-
dent of Elizabeth. He was first elected
to the post in 2000 and is currently
serving his second five-year term.

As surrogate, Mr. LaCorte has fo-
cused on helping Union County resi-
dents prepare for estate planning
through a variety of means, including
extended office hours, a comprehen-
sive website and frequent public edu-
cation seminars.

“Our priority has been to assist the
public in a courteous and understand-
ing manner in such a way that brings
pride to the legal profession and at the
same time deliver a vital service to
families in a compassionate atmo-
sphere,” Mr. LaCorte said.

Under the New Jersey Constitu-
tion, county surrogates are elected
officials. Their mandated duties in-
clude probating wills and appointing
executors, administering related court
proceedings and processing adop-
tions.

Judge McCloud, a native of Eliza-
beth, was appointed to the Superior
Court of Union County in 1980 and
served until his death in 1985.

Coalition Urges Panel to
Repeal DOE Regulations

TRENTON – A coalition of spe-
cial- education parents and advocates
has asked the Assembly Education
Committee to repeal a section of emer-
gency rules adopted by the Depart-
ment of Education. They charge that
the rules will deny parents and school
districts access to information about
the full range of services and sup-
ports for children with disabilities,
pressure local school officials to
choose inappropriate programs, ham-
per parent involvement in decision-
making, delay federal timelines and
prompt expensive lawsuits.

The rules — put into effect without
public comment by the Department
of Education on December 18, 2008
— are intended to improve efficiency
and accountability in education and
reduce costs. Among the provisions
contained in the 215 pages of rules is
a section granting the newly-created

executive county superintendent a role
in special education.

“While we fully support the effort to
improve coordination of special-edu-
cation services and reduce unnecessary
expenses caused by inefficiency, we do
not believe these rules accomplish that
goal,” said Brenda Considine, coordi-
nator of the New Jersey Coalition for
Special Education Funding Reform.

The rules allow the new executive
county superintendent to recommend
the establishment or expansion of new
public regional programs, which in-
clude county special services districts,
jointure commissions and an educa-
tional services commission. Advocates
oppose this provision, calling it con-
trary to the department’s other efforts.

The new rules require local schools to
check with the executive county super-
intendent whenever they are consider-
ing an out-of-district program for a child.

GOP to Hold Convention
Monday to Fill Munoz seat

Republicans in the 21st Legislative
District will hold a convention this
Monday, April 27, at 7:30 p.m. at
L’Affaire Fine Catering on Route 22
in Mountainside to replace the late
Assemblyman Eric Munoz. The
person who wins the convention will
fill out the remainder of the term,
which concludes in January.

Asm. Munoz’s widow, Nancy, is
running for the seat along with Long
Hill Mayor George Vitureira and Long
Hill Board of Education member
Bruce Meringolo. Mrs. Munoz was
endorsed by the nine GOP chairmen
from Union County, while Mr.
Vitureira has the backing of the Morris
County GOP committee.

Sen. Lesniak Robbed at
Gunpoint In Elizabeth Home;
State Sen. Ray Lesniak (LD-20, Eliza-

beth) was robbed at gunpoint in his
Elizabeth home early Saturday morn-
ing, according to The Star-Ledger.

The senator had cash, a cellular
phone, BlackBerry and the keys to
his car stolen by the two suspects,
who entered the home near Kean Uni-
versity by breaking a basement win-
dow.

Adrian Mapp Opens Mayoral
Campaign Headquarters

Plainfield Councilman Adrian
Mapp, a former Union County
freeholder, has opened his mayoral
campaign headquarters on Watchung
Avenue. He vowed, if elected, to end
what he called “a dictatorial form of
government” in the city,
polickernj.com reported.

Ex-Sen. Coniglio Convicted of
Selling His Office for Bribes
Former state Sen. Joseph Coniglio

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

of Paramus was convicted last week
of selling his office for $103,900 in
bribes disguised as consulting fees
that resulted in millions of dollars in
state grants for Hackensack Univer-
sity Medical Center, according to
northjersey.com.

He was convicted on five counts of
using the mail to defraud the public
and one count of extortion for accept-
ing bribes for official action. He was
acquitted on two other mail fraud
counts while a mistrial was declared
on the final count. He faces a maxi-
mum of 20 years in prison for each of
the six counts but is likely to face to
eight years in jail when sentenced
July 27, northjersey.com reported.
DMV Offices, Welcome Centers
To Close for Worker Furloughs
As part of its workers furlough

plan, Motor Vehicle Services offices,
state welcome centers and the Trenton
War Memorial will close two days –
one each in May and June, the Star-
Ledger has reported. In addition, the
Election Law Enforcement
Commission will close on May 22
and June 19 for the furlough.

A state appeals court has upheld
the authority of the state to force
employees to furloughs questioned
how the Corzine Administration wants
to schedule them, 1010 Wins reported.

Judge Kicks Levine off June
Ballot; Candidate Appeals

A judge has kicked Brian Levine
off the GOP Primary ballot after
determining he did not have enough
nominating petition signatures. Mr.
Levine has appealed that decision,
according to politickernj.com. His
former campaign manager, Pastor
Shannon Wright of Plainfield, has
launched her campaign for governor
as an Independent.


