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Courtesy of Nikolai Chowdhury
EARTH DAY…During its Earth Day/Clean Communities Day event last Satur-
day, dozens of community volunteers spread out across Fanwood to pick up trash
and recyclables from borough property. Earth Day takes place yearly on April 22,
as a reminder to take part in promoting a healthy, sustainable environment.

Mountainside Passes
School Budget
By RAYNOR DENITZIO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Residents
approved a $12.6-million tax levy by
a vote of 347 to 256. As a result,
homeowners will see their taxes rise
by an average of $147 per every
$165,000 in assessed property value.
The total budget for the 2009-2010
school year is $14.1 million.

Mary Beth Schaumberg and Jorge
Batista, unopposed, were elected to
three-year terms on the Mountainside
Board of Education. Ms. Schaumberg,
an incumbent, received 396 votes,
while Mr. Batista garnered 380 votes.
Neither candidate faced a challenger
for the two open seats on the seven-
member board.

Only 611 of the borough’s 4,817
registered voters cast a ballot in
Tuesday’s election, a turnout of 12.4
percent.

Garwood Voters Defeat
Board of Ed. Budget

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Residents rejected
a $6.3-million local tax levy by a
margin of 197 to 132. The levy would
have resulted in an average tax in-
crease of $107, or 2.9 percent, for a
home assessed at $103,000. The bud-
get must now go before the borough
council for review and revision.

With three candidates running for
four vacant seats, incumbents, Adele
Lewis, Barbara Greet and Russell
Graham, were re-elected to three-
year terms on the Board of Educa-
tion. Ms. Lewis was the top vote
getter with 236, followed by Ms. Greet
with 223 and Mr. Graham with 218.

No write-in candidate received
enough votes to fill the one-year un-
expired term created by the resigna-
tion of Lisa Marano last fall. Board
officials had said earlier that they
would advertise for the vacancy if no
viable write-in candidate emerged.

Karen Kulikowski (SP)

Betty Anne Woerner (SP)

Norman “Trip” Whitehouse (SP)

Voters Pass $81-Million School
Budget in Scotch Plains-Fanwood

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) 2009-2010 school year bud-
get passed, 1,948 to 1,546, including

absentee votes. The voters decided to
support the $71.1-million tax levy to
support a total budget of $80.8 mil-
lion that will see a rise in taxes in
Fanwood of $407, or 7.2 percent, for
an average assessed home of $84,000,
and $246, or 3.7 percent, for an aver-
age assessed home of $121,000 in
Scotch Plains.

“The results are trending nicely,”
Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes told The Scotch-Plains
Fanwood Times as the polling sta-
tions reported their numbers after the
polls closed Tuesday at 9 p.m.

The candidate election for open
seats on the board of education was
uncontested. “We’re in,” said re-
elected board member Betty Anne
Woerner, who received 1,469 votes
as the last preliminary numbers were
posted Tuesday night.

BOE President Norman “Trip”
Whitehouse received 1,497 votes.

Newly elected board member Karen
Kulikowski of Scotch Plains received
1,539 votes, and takes the place of
board member Linda Nelson who did
not run for another term. “I will fulfill
any needs the board has,” she said.

“We understand these are tough
times for our two towns. We’re happy
they are willing to support our schools,”
said Mr. Whitehouse as he saw the
school budget pass. At 9:30 p.m., the
gathered crowd of two-dozen cheered
when they saw the election outcome.

“Thank you,” said Anthony Del
Sordi, business administrator for the
school district.

“He’s done a phenomenal job,” said
Ms. Hayes, in her remarks after the
final preliminary (pending absentee
ballots) votes were listed. “I know
each school had to give something to

County Freeholders OK
$442.6-Mil. Budget

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
adopted a $442.6-million budget last
Thursday that will increase taxes
$13.4 million countywide, a 5.32 per-
cent hike over last year.

County taxes in Westfield will jump
$1.2 million to $26.3 million, the
second highest tax in Union County
behind Elizabeth’s $31.2 million.
Scotch Plains will see a $319,926
hike to $14.5 million; Fanwood, a
$283,734 jump to $4.2 million, while
Mountainside taxpayers will pay
$216,546 more this year for a total of
$6.7 million.

Summit taxpayers, who pay the
fourth highest county tax at $25.3
million, continue to pay the highest
tax per individual taxpayer at $3,266,
an increase of $176 over 2008.
Westfielders will pay an average of
$2,558 in county purpose taxes, a
$111 jump. Scotch Plains and
Fanwood taxpayers will pay $1,785
and $1,549, respectively. Scotch
Plains residents will pay $44 over last
year with Fanwood’s increase at $41
for the average assessed borough
home. Mountainside residents will
pay an average of $2,242, up $75
from 2008.

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
said in the 18 years he has been in-
volved with municipal and county
budgets, “this is the most difficult
budget that I’ve participated in.”

“I know that there is some upset-
ting portions to this budget, but we
did what we could to put a fair budget
together that is good for the entire
county,” Mr. Mirabella said.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said the

budget “doesn’t shortchange” educa-
tion or human services. “The county
and the freeholders continue to ex-
press that concern for helping those
who need it the most.”

During the public comment sec-
tion of the budget hearing, John Bury
of Kenilworth questioned a line item
in the budget for unemployment com-
pensation. He said this number was
$168,300 for the previous five years,
but jumped to $2.5 million in the
2009 budget.

“What is the other two million,
three hundred thousand this year?”
Mr. Bury questioned.

Finance Director Larry Caroselli
said the increase is “due to the fact
that we have had approximately 30
individuals laid off.” He said since
county government is “self funded,”
it must “fund every single dollar” for
all its laid-off employees, as well as
former employees who left the county
but were laid off in those jobs.

“So, 30 people cost this $2.3 mil-
lion?” Mr. Bury asked. “It’s exces-
sively high.”

Mr. Caroselli said unemployment
benefits are $600 per week for 26
weeks with another extension of 13
weeks for those who still could not
find work and that the number of
employees exceeds the 30 workers
recently laid off by the county.

Joseph Doherty of Elizabeth re-
ferred to the county tax increase as an
“annual outrage” played out by “the
arrogance of one-party power coupled
with the fiscal irresponsibility exhib-
ited by the county manager and free-
holder board.” He said approval of
the budget “demonstrates a callous
disregard for the taxpayers of Union

RVSA, DEP Reach Accord;
Emergency Power Reviewed

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — Reporting last Thurs-
day to the board of the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA), a con-
sultant noted the lack of redundancy
in electrical switchgear at the RVSA’s
waste treatment facility. The author-
ity also recently reached an agree-
ment with the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) to maintain an overflow pro-
tecting the plant in case of extraordi-
nary flow volume. The board also
heard a second presentation from its
bond consultants about delaying some
debt service via new bonds to assist
member municipalities in this eco-
nomic downturn.

Charles Davis, an engineer with
Careba Mott MacDonald, the firm
hired to review the power system
built at RVSA’s plant, found several
weaknesses in the system. Most seri-
ous was the lack of redundancy in
electrical switchgear controlling
power flow. Asked about the likeli-
hood of failure of the switchgear, Mr.
Davis said it was small, but not nil.

Describing the original system as
using the natural gas engines 24/7/
365 (24 hours a day, seven days a
week, 365 days a year), Mr. Davis
said the authority was looking to cre-
ate a more flexible operating struc-
ture to save on personnel and fuel
costs. Allen Chin, Westfield’s repre-
sentative, asked Mr. Davis to confirm
the payback period on the changes at
1.8 to 6.3 years, which Mr. Davis did.

Discussion about the missing
switchgear revealed it had been re-

moved from the design during value
engineering, an effort used to lower
construction costs. The diesel engines
needed for emergency back-up power
also were removed during value en-
gineering.

Mr. Chin noted he wanted the expert
review as Caterpillar, who would likely
benefit from the addition of diesel
back-up engines, was not providing
answers of their potential benefit.

Paul Sefranka, Rahway’s represen-
tative, asked Mr. Davis, “If you were
on our side of the table, what would
you do?” Mr. Davis said that he would
purchase both the diesel generators
and the switchgear.

The RVSA reached an agreement
with the NJDEP under their New
Jersey Pollutant Discharge Elimina-
tion System to close one of the two
remaining overflows, and to keep the
other open to protect the plant from
flooding in case of excessive inflows.
RVSA’s plant is capable of handling
105 million gallons per day, but if
flows are higher than that, the over-
flow will shunt sewage to the Rahway
River near the plant.

This agreement, stalled by what
officials said was the NJDEP’s inac-
tion since October 2007, required the
authority to appeal to the Office of
Administrative Law to bring the
NJDEP to the table.

A presentation was heard from NW
Financial and McManimon & Scot-
land about the authority issuing new
bonds to restructure the authority’s
debt service, pushing some payments
to the future. One scenario discussed

Scotch Plains Township Budget
Introduction Expected Next Month

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council is expected to formally
introduce the 2009 municipal budget
early next month and then hold a
series of public budget meetings dur-
ing May prior to a final vote in early
June.

The council late last week received
from consultant Gregory Fehrenbach
a preliminary budget that includes
“significant spending cuts,” accord-
ing to Mayor Nancy Malool.

She anticipates the budget being
introduced at the council’s Tuesday,
May 12 meeting and then voted on at
the Tuesday, June 9 meeting. In the
interim, budget meetings will be held,
and the mayor repeated that she is
open to suggestions from members of
the public. She said that holding meet-
ings after the budget’s introduction
— instead of the usual reverse prac-
tice — is “a more transparent way to
do it. This way everyone sees what
we’re seeing.”

The council spent several hours
prior to its Tuesday conference meet-
ing discussing confidential person-
nel matters related to the budget.

During the open session, the four
council members in attendance —
Councilman Kevin Glover was ab-
sent —agreed to further discuss this
year’s streets and roads program. A
five-year plan was accomplished in
three years, but there is no funding
remaining from the original bond that
financed those resurfacings and
repavings, officials said. As a result,
the council will have to decide whether
to float a new bond so that road work
can be done this year or hold off any
work until 2010. Much of the road-

work set for this year is extensive and
is centered around just a few streets
and could cost upwards of a quarter
of a million dollars. The council will
address the matter at its Tuesday,
May 5 conference session.

The council will also have further
discussions about implementing a ban
on all tobacco products on the prop-
erty surrounding the municipal build-
ing. While smoking is banned inside
the building, there have been com-
plaints about an excessive amount of

make it work. We know what it means.
The flip side [of not passing the bud-
get] would have been costly. It truly
takes a village to make this happen.
My prayer is that the other districts in
this state fair as well.”

SP-F BOE Selects Gorbunoff
To Fill Vacant Board Seat
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By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — After inter-
viewing five candidates Monday
evening, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education (SP-F BOE) se-
lected Dave Gorbunoff of Scotch
Plains to serve a one-year term as
board member, filling the vacant seat
open from the recent resignation of
Jane Costello.

Mr. Gorbunoff, a 16-year resident
of Scotch Plains, is a father of three
with two sons currently attending
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High school
and one son who graduated from the
SP-F school district and is currently
away at college. One of his sons has
received special services in the dis-
trict.

Currently, Mr. Gorbunoff works for
Solix Inc. on the Schools and Librar-
ies (E-Rate) Program, which provides
the administration of telecommuni-
cations to schools and libraries. He
explained that with two children still
attending SP-F schools, he is always
in touch with community informa-
tion and also is a regular visitor the
board of education’s website.

Mr. Gorbunoff said that he would
like to make increasing the level of
technology in the schools a priority
as well as work towards continued
focus on the district’s facilities.

“We have to be as efficient as we
can, work to get the most out of what
we spend,” he said.

When asked by board member
Linda Nelson what steps he would
follow in the event of a controversial
issue, Mr. Gorbunoff said that re-
search would be the first step, to make
sure that the issue was well under-
stood and that it is also important to
listen to, and get input from the com-
munity.

“You have to use your judgment to
decide what is best for the commu-
nity and be able to make a decision,
even if it may not be a popular one,”
he said.

Candidates were also asked if, when

voting, they would use their judg-
ment or go with what the public wants,
because they voted for them.

“The people voted for you because
they want your judgment,” Mr.
Gorbunoff responded.

When asked if there was a certain
constituency that he felt he repre-
sented, Mr. Gorbunoff said that while
he doesn’t have a “specific root that I
feel I represent,” he is a “parent, a
resident and a taxpayer.”

Mr. Gorbunoff said that he saw the
board as a support to Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Hayes and the
administration, to help them “work in
the best interest of education.”

In the past, Mr. Gorbunoff has run
unsuccessfully for the board of elec-
tion twice.

Also interviewed Monday were
Scotch Plains residents Assia Moran,
a substitute teacher currently finish-
ing a certificate in special education
and the mother of three daughters in
the school district; Dr. Marvin Agran,
a retired radiologist who has lived in
the district for 44 years; Chris Ann
Wright, an attorney and adjunct pro-
fessor who has four sons in the school
district, and Eric Martin, an in-house
corporate attorney and father of a
seven-month-old son.

“It is really positive to see so many
wonderful candidates come out,”
Board Vice-President Sasha Slocum
said.

Each candidate interviewed said
that they were very active in the com-
munity. “We’re a great place to live,”
Ms. Wright said. “Another way to
serve the community is to live by
example and get involved.”

They stressed the importance of
giving every child a quality educa-
tion to make them successful and
active community members in the
future. “I’ve had a wonderful experi-
ence in public schools,” Mr. Martin
said.

Candidates shared a range of ideas
when asked what their priorities
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Charles Laskowski for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PLAY BALL...Scotch Plains-Fanwood baseball kicked off their schedule last Saturday for the youngsters at Booth Field with
mayors and fans giving them a boost.

Charles Laskowski for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
70-YEAR CELEBRATION...Scotch Plains town residents helped John’s Meat
Market, located on Park Avenue, celebrate 70 years in business. Owners Vinny
Losavio and Nick Losavio take a moment to pose during the celebration.


