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POLICE BLOTTER

Patrick White for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIRE AT DOMANI’S...Domani’s Restaurant at 240 West Westfield Avenue in
Roselle Park caught fire on Monday night and totally destroyed the historic
building. Firefighters from five companies were at the scene to contain the blaze.
Domani’s has been closed for about a year.

Economic Summit: NJ Must
Become More Competitive

Finance Director Larry Caroselli
said the increase is “due to the fact
that we have had approximately 30
individuals laid off.” He said since
county government is “self funded,”
it must “fund every single dollar” for
all its laid-off employees, as well as
former employees who left the county
but were laid off in those jobs.

“So, 30 people cost this $2.3 mil-
lion?” Mr. Bury asked. “It’s exces-
sively high.”

Mr. Caroselli said unemployment
benefits are $600 per week for 26
weeks with another extension of 13
weeks for those who still could not
find work and that the number of
employees exceeds the 30 workers
recently laid off by the county.

Joseph Doherty of Elizabeth re-
ferred to the county tax increase as an
“annual outrage” played out by “the
arrogance of one-party power coupled
with the fiscal irresponsibility exhib-
ited by the county manager and free-
holder board.” He said approval of
the budget “demonstrates a callous
disregard for the taxpayers of Union
County.”

“It’s time to hold the line on spend-
ing and provide prudent and efficient
stewardship of taxpayer dollars and
stop taxing the citizens of Union
County into oblivion,” Mr. Doherty
said.

A number of representatives of the
building and trades and support agen-
cies spoke in favor of the county
budget.

John Malcolm of Garwood, presi-
dent of the Union County Building
and Trades Council and business
manager of Local 480, thanked the
board “for [its] support, past and
present, for creating jobs for work-
ing-class families in Union County.”
He and other representatives of build-
ing trades thanked the board for se-
curing $21 million from the Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

“These monies will be used across
the county for transportation, eco-
nomic and open space improve-
ments,” he said.

Ed Zarnok of Roselle, president of
the Union County American Federa-
tion of Labor and Congress of Indus-
trial Organizations (AFL-CIO) Coun-
cil, said he supports the budget “be-
cause it is sound at this point in time.”

Nearly a dozen human services
agencies spoke in favor of the budget.

Kim Decker, the chief operating
officer of the YMCA of Eastern Union
County in Elizabeth, said the county
is the “funding puzzle that makes
these [YMCA] programs available to
people who are low- and very-low-
income county residents.”

Westfield
Tuesday, April 14, a resident of the 500

block of Carleton Road reported that her
apartment was burglarized. Someone forc-
ibly entered the dwelling using an un-
known object. The bedroom was ran-
sacked, and multiple pieces of jewelry,
valued at $4,650, were reported missing.

Tuesday, April 14, Sharif Spann, 24, of
Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding
Piscataway traffic warrant for $145 after
a motor vehicle stop at West South Av-
enue and Crossway Place. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released after posting bail.

Wednesday, April 15, Maribel Escoto,
42, of Plainfield was arrested on the 600
block of West North Avenue and charged
with shoplifting jewelry and clothes val-
ued at $526. She was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released with a summons. All the
items were returned to their owner.

Thursday, April 16, Justin Pauls, 20, of
South Plainfield was arrested after a mo-
tor vehicle stop at Westfield Avenue and
West South Avenue and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released with two summonses.

Thursday, April 16, Tara Battieste, 26,
of Rahway and James Whalen, Jr., 31, of
Colonia were arrested and charged with
possession of drug paraphernalia after a
motor vehicle stop at Central Avenue and
Virginia Street. Battieste also was charged
with possession of oxycodone, plus an
outstanding Edison traffic warrant for
$176 and two outstanding Plainfield war-
rants. These included a criminal warrant
for $750 and a traffic warrant for $500.

Both individuals were transported to
Westfield police headquarters and pro-
cessed. Whalen was released with a sum-
mons and a future court date. Battieste
was held on the outstanding warrants and
on $1,000 for the oxycodone charge, and
was issued a summons for the drug para-
phernalia possession charge. She ulti-
mately was committed to the Union
County jail on default of bail.

Thursday, April 16, an Edison Inter-
mediate School student and his parent
responded to police headquarters to re-
port the theft of a Yamaha YTS-23 saxo-
phone and case from the school. The theft
is believed to have occurred between April
3 and April 13. The total value of the
stolen items is approximately $2,200.

Thursday, April 16, a Plainfield resi-
dent reported that her motor vehicle was
burglarized while it was parked on the
200 block of East Grove Street between 1
and 6:19 p.m. The victim’s Guess purse,
containing personal information, was sto-
len. The approximate value of the stolen
items is $450. The incident remains under
investigation by the Westfield Police
Department’s Detective Bureau.

Friday, April 17, a business on the 500
block of Springfield Avenue reported a
burglary, which is believed to have oc-
curred between April 16 and 17. Forced
entry was used to gain access to one
structure, although it is believed nothing
was stolen. The individual or persons
responsible then entered an unlocked stor-
age shed and stole approximately $1,000
worth of tools. The matter is under inves-
tigation by the Westfield Police
Department’s Detective Bureau.

Friday, April 17, Carlos F. Rosa, 52, of
Jersey City was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop on the 100 block of Azalea
Trail. He was arrested on multiple war-
rants, including four traffic warrants and
two criminal warrants from Cedar Grove,
totaling $1,450 and $750, respectively;
two traffic warrants from Union City,
totaling $1,000; four traffic warrants from
Newark, totaling $672; an Irvington traf-
fic warrant for $300 and a Bloomfield
traffic warrant for $200. Rosa was turned
over to Union City authorities.

Friday, April 17, Alyssa Frank, 18, and
a 17-year-old female, both from Westfield,
were arrested during a motor vehicle stop
at South Chestnut Street and Lenox Av-
enue and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana.
Frank was released on her own recogni-
zance. The juvenile was turned over to a
parent.

Saturday, April 18, April D. Hubbard,
30, of Linden was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop at the intersection of West
South Avenue and Summit Avenue on an
outstanding Elizabeth traffic warrant for
$165. She was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Saturday, April 18, Randy Alexis
Suarez, 26, of West New York was ar-
rested on two warrants after a motor ve-
hicle stop at North Avenue and East Broad
Street. They included a West New York
criminal warrant for $2,500 and a Union
City traffic warrant for $99. Suarez was
unable to post bail and was turned over to
the West New York Police Department.

Mountainside
Tuesday, April 14, Ramiro J. Nunez-

Villela, 27, of Newark was picked up at
the Hillside Police Department and
charged with an outstanding warrant in
the amount of $833.

Wednesday, April 15, Alexander
Rodriguez, 37, of Kearny was arrested
and charged for driving with a suspended
license after being stopped for having
tinted windows. According to police, he
was also charged with an outstanding
warrant out of East Orange in the amount
of $500.

Thursday, April 16, police responded
to a residence on Summit Lane regarding
a dispute between the homeowner and her
nanny over unauthorized long distance
calls the nanny made on the home phone.
According to police, the nanny was fired

PARADE TO VICTORY...Principal Michael Cullen of Tamaques School in
Westfield (holding the megaphone) and Tami the Tiger (school mascot) escort
students, parents and staff in an after-school walk to Edison Intermediate School,
the voting location for many of the Tamaques parents.

over the incident.
Thursday, April 16, police responded

to a restaurant on Route 22 regarding a
report of an injury allegedly sustained by
a wall decoration that fell and hit a patron
on the head. According to police, a wit-
ness reported that the decoration fell from
the wall when the patron leaned back on
it, causing it to fall.

Friday, April 17, a resident of Bay-
berry Lane reported that someone re-
moved several items from her lawn, in-
cluding two house number signs, a large
cement ornament depicting a Great Dane
and two large cement flowerpots.

Saturday, April 18, Terry M. Jamison,
24, of Newark was arrested for driving
with a suspended license after a motor
vehicle stop on Route 22. According to
police, he was also charged with out-
standing warrants out of Newark in the
amount of $1,000.

Sunday, April 19, Uchendu Njoku, 54,
of the Bronx was arrested and charged for
driving with a suspended license after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22. He was
processed and released.

Monday, April 20, a resident of
Woodacres Drive reported that she found
a threatening note in her mailbox refer-
encing her Halloween decorations. Ac-
cording to police, the resident reported
that she and her husband enjoyed decorat-
ing lavishly for Halloween, and the note
stated “something will be thrown on the
lawn to destroy them.”

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, April 14, Riqui Marte, 28, of

Plainfield was arrested for an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed and released.

Tuesday, April 14, a resident of Park
Avenue reported that someone attempted
to purchase a computer online using her
credit card without authorization. Ac-
cording to police, the credit card com-
pany prevented the transaction before it
occurred.

Tuesday, April 14, police investigated
a hit-and-run that occurred on Rahway
Avenue. According to police, the victim
stated that his vehicle was legally parked
when another vehicle struck it causing
damage to the rear of his vehicle.

Tuesday, April 14, Thomas Murphy,
54, of Oak Ridge was arrested for an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, April 17, Pedro Coyt, 22, and
Mellissa Walsh, 23, both of Scotch Plains,
were arrested and charged with posses-
sion of marijuana and possession of mari-
juana with the intent to distribute. Ac-
cording to police the detective bureau
received a tip that individuals were deal-
ing narcotics from their apartment in
Spruce Mill Village. After a month-long
investigation, the police department ex-
ecuted a search warrant for the apartment
and arrested both individuals, police said.
They were transported to headquarters
where they were processed and released.

Friday, April 17, Ashfaq Bajwa, 40, of
Summit was arrested for an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed and released.

Saturday, April 18, Derrick Boss, 28,
of Summit was arrested for an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed and released.

Saturday, April 18, a resident of Ram-
bling Drive reported that a former class-
mate has been harassing her by sending
her gifts and letters everyday for the last
month.

Fanwood
(no information)

She said the county helps the
YMCA leverage federal Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) dollars
to hire “qualified staff” and obtain
funds to place families in shelters and
transitional housing and “to get people
back into the workforce.”

Sid Blanchard of Scotch Plains,
executive director of Community
Access Unlimited, which helps spe-
cial-needs persons live independently,
said, “As part of the elected leader-
ship, you (freeholders) have made
hard choices within this budget.” He
said the board had no control over the
“global economic situation,” federal
or state deficits that impacted the
county budget.

Janice Lillian of Springfield, rep-
resenting the YWCA of Eastern Union
County, thanked the board for secur-
ing funding for domestic violence
victims. She said the funds help vic-
tims “hold jobs, feel self confident in
themselves,” while helping to “begin
to break the cycle of domestic vio-
lence for future generations.”

Bruce Paterson of Garwood said
the county could save money by elimi-
nating Project Labor Agreements
(PLAs) and should instead hire work-
ers based on the prevailing wage.

“If you get away from the PLAs
and start going with the prevailing
wage, at least maybe you will be a
little more competitive in your con-
struction,” Mr. Paterson said.

In response, Mr. Mirabella said,
“We are not going to go in that direc-
tion.”

Mark McManus of Mountainside,
representing the plumbers and pipe
fitters and sprinkler fitters trades
workers, said, “the union wage is the
prevailing wage. There’s no extra cost
to the PLA. It’s fallacy…PLAs save
money on construction…there’s no
cost overruns.”

“Mr. Paterson, you are out of line
with it. If you get your facts straight,
or if you need some education, I’m
sure the brothers (union workers) up
here will be glad to give it to you,” Mr.
McManus said.

On the budget, Mr. Paterson said
the education, health and welfare
divisions of county government
should not have come to the point
where they are being “squeezed” to
save money.

“Yet, we are still increasing the
budget $13 million. That’s 5 percent,”
he said. “We are looking at a budget
of approximately $400 million, but
deep inside, there [are] problems.”
He said Union County, unlike some
other counties that saved surplus funds
in good economic years, has been
“just spending willy-nilly.”

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Lower taxes and a
better business climate are needed to help
New Jersey be more competitive with
surrounding states when the nation re-
covers from its worst recession in six
decades, according to panelists at an eco-
nomic summit sponsored last Friday by
the Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce.

James Hughes, dean of Rutgers
University’s Edward J. Bloustein School
of Planning and Public Policy, said the
last national expansion, which ended in
December 2007, was the “weakest em-
ployment up cycle in the United States in
more three decades.”

Mr. Hughes said the job market during
the last expansion in New Jersey “refused
to grow at a rate anywhere near the pace
that historically accompanied an eco-
nomic up cycle in New Jersey.”

By comparison, during the previous
expansions from 1982-1989 and 1992-
2000, “on average, New Jersey added
74,000 private sector jobs.” During the
2004-2007 expansion, the state only
gained 22,000 private sector jobs and
only 3,700 in 2007. He said from 2003-
2007, private sector jobs grew by 7 per-
cent nationwide but only 2.6 percent in
the Garden State.

“So, we were only a minor participant
in the last private sector expansion,” Mr.
Hughes said.

In 2008, the nation lost 2.7 percent of
private sector jobs, while New Jersey lost
2.6 percent, “so now we are virtually
lockstep with the nation.”

“There is virtually no way to sugarcoat
the current national economic situation,”
Mr. Hughes said.

He said the current 16-month-long re-
cession is the longest since World War II.
Mr. Hughes said 3.2 million private sec-
tor jobs were lost in 2008, the worst since
1939. A total 88,700 jobs were lost in
New Jersey.

He said 749,000 private sector jobs
were lost in January 2009, with 2.1 mil-
lion private sector positions lost in the
first three months of the year. Mr. Hughes
said the nation is now seeing a “slowing
of the rate of decline” in job losses.

In the 1980s and 1990s, New Jersey, on
average, gained 434,000 private sector
jobs, but the current decade is likely to see
“negative employment growth” when it
concludes in December.

“This is the first time this has happened
since the Great Depression,” Mr. Hughes
said, adding that when the recession ends,
there will be a “different economic land-
scape.”

He said, unlike the consumer-spending
spree from 2002-2007, “the norm will be
defined by a more sustainable lifestyle”
as consumers save their earnings.

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky asked
Mr. Hughes how state legislators could
turn around the job market. Mr. Hughes
said there is “not very much” the state can
do.

“When the recovery comes, how com-
petitive are we going to be?” Mr. Hughes
questionsed, noting officials need to en-
sure New Jersey has a “stable business
climate…for the years to come.”

When asked about the signs of a recov-
ery, Mr. Hughes said the decline in real
estate sales and industrial production will
start bottoming out along with a “positive
gross domestic product.” He said the job
market, though, will not recover until mid
to late 2010.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th, Union)
said New Jersey is currently not competi-
tive with its neighboring states. He said
the top 1 percent of income tax filers in
the state pay more than 40 percent of the
income tax revenues, while the top 10
percent pay 80 percent of the taxes. “That
is different from other states,” he said,
noting that New Jerseyans are taxed on
gross income, not adjusted income.

Mr. Lance said for the first time in 100
years, New Jersey will slip out of the top
10 states in population, after being passed
by Georgia and North Carolina, when the
newest Census is released.

The congressman, who serves on the
Financial Services Committee in the
House of Representatives, said New Jer-
sey “has to do a better job on levels of
taxation,” saying the state has raised both
the sales and business taxes during the
decade. “And so, these are great chal-
lenges as we move forward,” Mr. Lance
said.

His concern is that “we are running up
a horrific deficit” of $11 trillion, up $1
trillion over the last two months. He said
the annual debt will rise to $1.8 trillion
this year, or 30 percent of the gross na-
tional product.

“The historic average over the last 45
years is 19 or 20 percent, so this is a
dramatic increase,” Mr. Lance said. “What
this will mean, ultimately, is that it will be
more difficult for the United States to
borrow money.”

Mr. Lance said he is opposed to raising
the marginal federal income tax rate from
35 to 40 percent, as recommended by
President Barack Obama, and increasing
taxes on interest generated from divi-
dends.

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield), the Senate Republican Leader,
said New Jersey must “have a completely
comprehensive economic development
change” that includes “competitive job

growth” and public-private partnerships.
“We have to get together and turbo

charge our economy,” Mr. Kean said.
“First, we need to create jobs.” He also
said that “raising taxes is the wrong way
to go” in a recession.

Mr. Kean said workers have deduc-
tions taken out of their paychecks for
unemployment insurance, disability in-
surance and the new family-leave deduc-
tion but that “the Legislature raids those
funds and uses them for other purposes.”

The senator has sponsored legislation,
along with Senator Steve Sweeney (LD-
3, Salem), the Senate Majority Leader,
that would put a question on the Novem-
ber ballot asking voters if they would like
to restrict the use of these funds “for their
intended purposes.”

“People expect those monies, espe-
cially in these economic times, to be there
in their time of need,” Mr. Kean said,
adding that officials needed to work to
improve the state’s bond rating as well as
its affordability.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield) said, “Government’s got to
get out of the way” and allow the economy
to recover. He said the tax on New Jersey’s
top earners will only tax them and their
taxable income out of the state.

“So, you have to leave successful
people alone and leave success alone.
Because without that capitalistic suc-
cess, New Jersey is going to continue
down a path which is destructive,” Mr.
Bramnick said.

“The governor must be a cheerleader
for business and must be out there recruit-
ing businesses to come to the state,” Mr.
Bramnick said.

A presentation was heard from NW
Financial and McManimon & Scot-
land about the authority issuing new
bonds to restructure the authority’s
debt service, pushing some payments
to the future. One scenario discussed
involved altering 2010’s debt service
from $14 million to $4 million. An-
other involved altering 2011’s load
from $14 million to $10 million.

Described by Dennis Enright of
NW Financial as “quite expensive to
do,” the authority would need to re-
pay about a half-million dollars a
year until 2024, about $2 million in
2025 and about $4 million in 2026
through 2029.

When Rene Dierkes,
Mountainside’s representative, asked
how much the average homeowner
would save near term by deferring
payments, Robert Materna, the
authority’s treasurer, estimated it
would be about $100 in 2010 and
proportionately less in 2011.

Such a bond issue would need to be
approved by the state’s Local Finance
Board. Discussion noted that getting
the board to support this type of bond
issue would be difficult. Matt Jessup
of McManimon & Scotland said that
presenting it as a “two-year stimulus
package from the authority to mem-
ber municipalities” might be viewed
favorably.

Charles Lombardo, the board’s
chairman from Garwood, said it was
his understanding that it has “always
been (RVSA’s) policy to stabilize bills.”
His statement was made in response to
concerns voiced by Joan Papen of
Scotch Plains that the gyrations in
charges will make management of
taxes difficult for municipalities.

passage would endorse the plan put
forth by the planning board for certi-
fication by COAH and brings the
township into compliance with the
regulations that were enacted in 2004.
She also stated that the current COAH
regulations are being challenged in
court and that it currently is unknown
if they will stand as presently written.

The plan calls for the rehabilitation
of 11 housing units, fulfilling the
previous COAH obligation of 40 units
and creating an additional 25 units to
meet the township’s “growth share
obligation.”

Under current COAH guidelines,
an affordable unit must be made for
every four residential units built, and
another affordable unit must be built
for every 16 new jobs that are created
through commercial construction.
The township plans to meet the 40
units with a planned senior housing
complex on Terminal Avenue and two
existing group homes.

Business Administrator John
Laezza said that COAH had indi-
cated that the township would be re-
quired to provide more affordable
units, but that some of the land COAH
had considered developable is not.

Mayor Sal Bonaccorso remarked
that, “I still don’t believe COAH
knows what they want or what they’re
doing.” He said that all the township
was doing in the passage of the reso-
lutions and ordinances was following
the law to protect the township. Mayor
Bonaccorso stated that if the town-
ship did not collect the development
fee, the state could force the township
to pay it out of tax dollars.

A public hearing will be held on the
ordinances at the Monday, May 4,
council meeting. Neither of the ordi-
nances will go into effect until COAH
certifies the township’s plan.

The council also passed a resolution
appropriating $850,000 for capital road
improvements. Several streets in the
township will be re-paved, including
Ridge Road and Winthrop Road.

Gina Marie Vanta of Emerson Road
in Clark and Connor Scott, a Linden
resident, were the only two members
of the public to speak at the meeting.
The two have worked at the Clark
Pool as lifeguards and were question-
ing the validity of rumors they heard
regarding changes in hours and pay.

Councilwoman and Recreation Li-
aison Sheila Whiting said that the
council had decided last year to cap
senior lifeguard salaries and that she
knows that the lifeguards would no
longer have a 45-minute on, 30-
minute off schedule, as 30-minute
breaks were considered too long. She
suggested that they speak with Mike
Kozlowski, as he decides the sched-
ule for the employees.

Mr. Laezza reminded residents that
a public hearing will be held on the
budget on Monday, May 18, and to
stay tuned to public access cable and
the township’s website for his and
Mayor Bonaccorso’s “fireside chat”
on the budget.
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RVSA

nel, Mr. Caruana said the town is
“compelled” to consider additional
employee layoffs in 2009 and the
elimination of positions in every area
of the workforce. As a result, the
council endorsed a voluntary request
that asks employees under collective
bargaining agreements (CBAs) to
consider waiving compensation for
their first two vacation days in 2009.

Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent As-
sociation Local No. 30 attended the
meeting, but its leadership did not
speak during or after the meeting.
They only told the newspaper that the
union’s role was to listen before de-
ciding on how to act.

If there was 100-percent employee
participation in this program, the sav-
ings would be about $140,000 –
enough money to avoid cutting four
to five additional employees in 2009.
Mr. Caruana said this method was
deemed preferable to asking employ-
ees to work two days without pay.

However, “to be clear, this volun-
tary program will not prevent further
employee reductions in 2009; it will
not save the town from the need to
begin 2010 with even fewer employ-
ees than we have today,” Mr. Caruana
said.

Mr. Caruana also said that if at least
one union is amenable to the pro-
posal, the town will ask its non-union
administrative personnel to make
similar sacrifices, which would save
an additional $25,000.

Speaking to The Westfield Leader
April 16, Democratic mayoral candi-
date Bill Brennan said, “The town
signed a contract with these unions.
The town and the mayor know that
the unions are not going to give back.
They’re (the town and the mayor)
holding a knife over their (unions’)
heads, saying ‘if you don’t give back,
we’ll lay off police and firemen.”

Mr. Brennan said the time to dis-
cuss potential vacation givebacks is
during the contract negotiations. He
added that the town should follow the
lead of the board of education, which
Mr. Brennan praised for its leader-
ship. The Leader reported in early
April that 40 non-union BOE staffers
gave back $26,240 to help save posi-
tions.

“I didn’t hear that the town admin-
istrator voluntarily gave back,” said
Mr. Brennan, who added that non-
union personnel should give up their
vacation days before asking unions to
do likewise.

“Symbolically, wouldn’t it be great
if the town judge, attorney, prosecu-
tor and administrator, in order to show
good faith, gave back the equivalent
pay to two vacation days?,” he asked.

Non-union employees will see a 2-
percent increase in salary. Third Ward
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Westfield Council
Budget Reviewed

Democratic Councilman David Haas,
in prefacing his vote against the
budget’s introduction, said that while
“it is unfair to balance a budget on the
backs of unaffiliated workers, many
town residents are taking salary cuts
of their own. They’re being asked to
fund an increase in pay while their
salaries are going down.”

He said that while this issue alone
did not “justify” voting against the
budget, he again criticized the town
for enrolling part-time employees in
the pension system and the lack of
public bidding for certain contracts.

Mr. Haas said he was in “anguish”
over whether to introduce the budget
or not. He also said he is “uncertain
whether we cut enough.”

“It’s an important role for the mi-
nority party not to [disagree] out of
partisanship but in the spirit of [fos-
tering] public debate,” Mr. Haas said.

Fellow Democratic Councilman
Tom Bigosinski, of the fourth ward,
who also voted against the introduc-
tion, shared in Mr. Haas’ dislike for
offering pension credits to part-time
employees, when, as he noted, the
teachers’ pension program alone is
$15 billion under-funded. “It exacer-
bates an already-broken system and
calls into question the integrity of the
whole process,” he said.

Mr. Caruana responded to both
gentlemen and focused on the 2-per-
cent increase for unaligned person-
nel, who he said have been “budget
scapegoats” in other communities.

Mr. Caruana said the town has a
“moral obligation” to “treat non-union
employees with the same fairness as
those governed in CBAs.”

He also said the 2-percent figure
was not chosen at random; rather,
going forward, he said the town will
ask collective-bargaining units to ac-
cept a similar level of increase.

First Ward Councilman Frank
Arena, taking issue with Mr.
Brennan’s comments earlier this
month concerning Westfield’s bud-
getary process, before voting to in-
troduce the budget, said, “This is not
a broken process; it’s broken in Eliza-
beth and Trenton…We get a lot out of
the Westfield portion of the budget,
and I don’t see the same value coming
from the county.”
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Union County Taxes


