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Sole Surviving Temptation
Talks About Group’s History
Otis Williams speaks with Leader/ Times before Rahway show

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY — Today, most record
labels are struggling to stay afloat
amid lack of record sales and online
releases of music. However, one la-
bel, the historic Motown Records, is
celebrating its 50th anniversary this
year.

As part of the celebration, one of
Motown’s most legendary vocal
groups, The Temptations, will per-
form at the Union County Perform-
ing Arts Center on April 23.

The Temptations, who have been
called “The Beatles of soul music,”
were formed by Otis Williams, who
today stands as the last original mem-
ber. Always humble, Williams has
stressed the importance of the group
over individual singers since the
Temptation’s beginnings.

“We were always about making hit
records,” Williams said. “Whoever
could do justice to the song, that
person got to do it, because then ev-
eryone benefited. When [Motown
artist and songwriter] Smokey
Robinson brought us songs, he usu-
ally knew who he wanted to sing
lead.”

The Temptations began life at
Motown with moderate success, until
the single “The Way You Do The
Things You Do,” sung by Eddie
Kendricks, gained them their first Top
20 hit. However, the group’s most
well-known hit would come with new
member David Ruffin, and “My Girl.”

The Temptations also began to at-
tract more white fans with albums
such as “In a Mellow Mood” despite
such reluctance in the group. Will-
iams remembers, “Paul Williams
[baritone singer and original member
who committed suicide in 1973] was
the one who was hesitant about it
because he thought we would lose
fans. But it never bothered the rest of
us, and all those songs proved suc-
cessful. ‘Ol‘ Man River’ was a
showstopper for us.”

The Temptations continued on with
more hits generally sung by David
Ruffin such as “I’m Losing You” and
“Ain’t to Proud to Beg.”

“It never bothered me that David
took so many songs,” Williams re-
called. “We looked at it as ‘get as
many hits as we can.’ I always tried to
focus on what was best for the group
and keep everyone on that mindset.”

Personal and drug problems even-
tually forced Ruffin out of the group.
The Temptations recruited new singer
Dennis Edwards and adopted a more
aggressive, funk-based sound remi-
niscent of Sly Stone.

“I heard Sly with (songwriter)
Norman Whitfield one day, and I paid
attention,” Williams said. “We both
thought this could be something good
for the group to try.”

With Edwards’ harder-edged vo-
cals and Whitfield writing the songs,
this new direction proved successful
for the group, creating such classics
as “Cloud Nine,” which won the
Temptations and Motown their first
Grammy, “Ball of Confusion” and
the seven-minute single “Papa was a
Rolling Stone.” But eventually, the
funk sound and Whitfield wore out
for the Temptations.

“Norman was big, on orchestration
and could overdo it,” Williams said.

“We knew it was time for something
else when we were reading an album
review in England that called us, ‘The
Norman Whitfield Singers.’”

The Temptations would again suf-
fer changes when Paul Williams and
Kendricks departed the group. The
Temptations then left Motown to
record for CBS but it was not as
successful.

“I don’t condemn CBS for that,”
Williams said.  “They offered a lot for
us, so they definitely wanted us there.
But we were having problems, and
the signature sound was gone. We
just couldn’t grab hold like before.”

The Temptations would eventually
return to Motown and went on a re-
union tour with departed members
like Ruffin and Kendricks. But Will-
iams said, “It could’ve been bigger
than it was. There were just problems
there that we tried to fix and couldn’t.
It’s why we never did anything like
that again.”

Amid further lineup changes, which
would eventually leave Williams as
the last original member, the Tempta-
tions continued to record and write
songs.

“I’ve always written stuff for the
group.” Williams said. “I wrote a few
early singles, and then when we got
Ali-Ollie (Woodson) the two of us
just clicked together. We wrote quite
a few songs together, like ‘Treat Her
Like a Lady.’”

In recent years, the Temptations
have recorded two albums of classic
soul covers and appeared in the mu-
sic-bio-pic parody Walk Hard with
John C. Reilly.

“We had a short scene, but it was a
good way to keep our name out there,”
Williams said.  “Besides, all we had
to do was sing ‘My Girl’- no problem
with that.”

When asked why he continues to
perform after so many accomplish-
ments, Williams said, “I love doing it.
Performing is one of the best things
I’ve been able to do. Packing is the
hard part. I’m proud to have gotten to
be part of Motown and that rich his-
tory.”

Tickets for the April 23 show can
be bought through the Union County
Performing Arts Center box office at
(732) 499-8226. More information is
available at ucpac.org.

CAN’T RESIST THE TEMPTATION...Otis Williams, fourth from left, the only surviving member of the original
Temptations lineup, chats with The Westfield Leader and The Times about the band’s history and its upcoming gig.

Summit Playhouse
Presents Constant Wife
SUMMIT – The Summit Playhouse

continues its 91st season with The
Constant Wife, written by W. Somerset
Maugham. This comedy, set in 1920s
London, tells the tale of a “modern”
marriage.

Directed by Rick Delaney, perfor-
mances are Friday, April 24, through
Saturday, May 9, at 8 p.m. A signed
performance will be presented on May
3, at 2 p.m.

Tickets are $20 ($15 young adults,
35 and under). The Summit Play-
house is located at 10 New England
Avenue. For tickets and more infor-
mation, call (908) 273-2192 or visit
summitplayhouse.org.

‘Midnight Revelation’
Author Visits WF

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store in Westfield will host a meet
and greet for Karen Bence, author of
“Midnight Revelation: Volume 1 in
the Dark Whispers Series” on Satur-
day, April 18, from 2 to 4 p.m.

Wanting to start over after the tragic
loss of their daughter, Sara and her
husband move to an old farmhouse in
Virginia. As Sara begins to experi-
ence and see things that are unex-
plainable, she begins to look for a
deeper meaning. When her young
son’s life is put in danger, she is
forced to piece together the 35-year-
old mystery that is haunting the es-
tate.

The Town Book Store is located at
270 East Broad Street in Westfield
(corner of East Broad and Elmer
Streets). Call (908) 233-3535 to re-
serve an autographed copy.

Peppito Turns Trash Into
Treasure at UCC Exhibit

Julie Peppito’s Escapist Fantasy 112,008, 2008, wood panel, epoxy clay,
Aqua Resin, pen, pencil, gouache, found objects 16 x 20 x 2 in. 

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – “One man’s trash
is another man’s treasure,” or so the
popular saying goes. Artist Julie
Peppito’s untitled solo show of mixed
media and sculpture recently at Union
County College’s Tomasulo Gallery
takes this trash-to-treasure concept to
a whole new level.

Ms. Peppito, who lives and works
in Brooklyn, takes found objects and
repurposes them into pieces of art.

The result is work that is bold,
bright and whimsical in appearance
but heavy in meaning.

Describing the objects she finds as
the “residue of Americana,” Ms.
Peppito’s message is at once simple
and intense.

“I redirect [the object’s] message
and attempt to eclipse its damage. I

want to make the awful and corrupt
delicious again,” she said.

Ms. Peppito does not just put her
art out there for all to see. She invites
the viewer to participate in the cre-
ative process by interpreting the lay-
ers of significance she incorporates
into each piece.

Her messages are not uncovered
easily. Nor is the process fast, for
each time you look at one of Ms.
Peppito’s works, you see something
entirely new.

Take for example “No More,” Ms.
Peppito’s mixed-media creation of
oil and acrylic paint.

Even its name implies something
deep and mysterious.

This painting depicts a figure (a
man? a woman? a child?) with a face
covered by hands while bubbles –
displaying Ms. Peppito’s trademark
bright colors – float around the front
of its upper body.

Why do the colors of the bubbles
fade the further from the figure they
get? And what is the importance of
the photograph and other found pa-
per objects placed precariously among
the bubbles?

Perhaps even more significant is
the answer to the greater question:

Hours:  Mon. - Fri. 9:00 - 5:30 • Sat. 9:00 - 5:00

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

Visit us on the web: www.christoffersflowers.com

Don’t Forget to Say

Flowers say it better than anything.

Call us today.

“THANK YOU”
Administrative Professionals

Week
April 20th – 24th

the farmhouse store

Momma wants a new table…

Farmhouse tables from $499 - $1349 
For hours, address, special events and fabulous things:

www.thefarmhousestore.com

Table – 8’ w/2" thick top,

4" turned legs and 24" company boards

2008-2009 CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES    29th SEASON    MAPLEWOOD    WESTFIELD

Ani Kavafian and Carter Brey 
invite you to experience the 
joys of chamber music as it 

was meant to be heard . . . good 
friends playing together for 

the excitement and love of it . . . 
sharing great music with you 

in an intimate setting.ANI KAVAFIAN, violin CARTER BREY, cello

MOSTLY MUSIC will present the fifth concert of its 29th Season on

SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2009
ANI KAVAFIAN and CARTER BREY

and SPECIAL GUEST ARTIST
BENJAMIN PASTERNACK, piano

JACK GOTTLIEB: “Rick’s Place” for Piano Trio
LEONARD BERNSTEIN:

Three Dance Episodes from “On The Town”
FRANZ SCHUBERT: Piano Trio in B flat, Opus 99

MAPLEWOOD ~ MORROW CHURCH
600 Ridgewood Road at 2:30 p.m.

WESTFIELD ~ TEMPLE EMANU-EL
756 East Broad Street at 7:30 p.m.
Admission: $25, Seniors – $22, Students 10-21 – $1

CALL US AT 973.762.0108
www.mostlymusic.org
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