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Wonderful Home for Sale 
5 Stanley Oval 
Westfield, NJ 

Stunning sun-filled Center Hall Colonial home in pristine, move-in  
condition. Located on one of the most enchanting streets in Westfield
with a park-like area at its center. Beautifully landscaped and in highly  
desirable Wilson school district.  Walk to charming downtown and  
to NYC transportation. 

Open House: Sunday, April 19th, 1-4 pm 
$1,079,000
908-232-1573 / maryscottpeterson@comcast.net

Campaign Release Brennan for Mayor

Brennan: Mayor Did Not Fulfill
His Budget Promises

Mayor Andy Skibitsky has failed to
keep his promises regarding the munici-
pal budget. Andy promised the taxpayers
that he would scrutinize every line item in
the budget. However he has not attended
any budget meetings for the past four
years. The most important responsibility
of the mayor should be overseeing the
taxpayer’s dollars. I’m sure when people
elected the mayor they expected him to
roll up his sleeves and work hard to limit
spending and maintain services. It is im-
possible to look after the budget when
you don’t even attend the meetings.

If I’m fortunate enough to be elected, I
will attend and participate in every bud-
get session during my four years in office.
I also propose that every member of the
council attend every budget meeting.

For the last four years, the mayor has
delegated the important responsibility to
oversee and formulate a budget to a four-
member finance committee. The other
five members of the council and the mayor
do not attend the numerous meetings lead-
ing up to the passage of the budget. The
selection of a four-person committee is
by design. Under state law, if five mem-
bers of the council attend a meeting, the
meeting must be advertised and open to
the public. Given the fact that the mayor’s
finance committee is comprised of four
members, they can avoid the sunshine
laws and hold private meetings.

I specifically asked permission to at-
tend the budget meetings and was told
that the meetings are not open to the
public.

The budget this year will be over $40
million, with another tax increase. I guar-
antee that the public will be invited to my
budget hearings. I think if we spend
people’s money, they certainly have a
right to attend and see how we spend their
hard earned dollars. I find it hard to fathom
how Andy can promote on his website
and in his recent letter to the editor that his

administration ‘provided increased trans-
parency’ to the budget process. It’s hard
to tout transparency when all your budget
meetings are conducted behind locked
doors and the public is prevented from
attending.

Conducting budget presentations after
the budget is completed and publishing
the finished budget in the paper is not
transparency. We need transparency dur-
ing the formulation of the budget, not
after the decisions are made.

Our great town consists of people with
many talents and great ideas. We should
open up the budget process and receive
public input. Most importantly, the town
will know, if I’m elected, that I will keep
my pledge to scrutinize every line item in
the budget, since I will be at every budget
meeting during my term as mayor.

I invite everyone during the course of
the campaign to view my ideas and pro-
posals “To Move Westfield Forward” at
brennanformayor.net.

William Brennan
DEM WF Mayoral Candidate

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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721 Scotch Plains Avenue, Westfield $859,000
Custom built, quality colonial offers spacious rooms with a flexible floor plan; 5 Bedrms., including a  1st flr. Master suite;
LR w/fplc.,  Formal DR, Library, Fam. Rm. overlooking large lot backing up to woods, EIK, lovely foyer w/powder rm.
Second flr. offers  4 Bedrms., 3 baths,  incld. a 2nd potential master bedroom. Plenty of closet and storage space thru-out.
Directions:  Rahway Ave to Shackamaxon Drive to Left onto Scotch Plains Avenue.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, APRIL 19TH • 1-4PM
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10 Kirkview Circle, Westfield $1,200,000
Gracious 4 Bdrm 3 ½ bath Center Hall Colonial on quiet cul-de-sac.  Quality steel beam construction and beautifully appointed thru-
out including a Foyer flanked by a grand Living Room w/fplc; Formal Dining Room; Eat-In Kitchen w/center island and granite
counters; expanded Family Room w/brick wall and fplc open to blue stone patio and private yard; 1st floor Laundry/Mud Room and
finished basement w/Recreation Rm & Office w/full bath.  Many amenities include most new wdw’s; newer roof; 3 zone baseboard
heat; 2 zone CAC; sprinkler system; alarm and more. Directions: Lambert’s Mill to Kirkview Circle to #10.

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

FRANK D. ISOLDI

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Broker / Sales Associate

email: isre@aol.com • Direct Dial: 908-301-2038
© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006-2008
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2008

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

Visit my website at: www.frankdisoldi.com

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

300 Roanoke Road, Westfield $850,000
Elegant flat Ranch on just under ½ acre of beautifully landscaped property featuring a Foyer leading to Living Room w/fplc; Formal
Dining Room; EIK; Family Room and Sun Room.  Large Basement and 2 car attached Garage.  Ideal for one floor living or to add a level!
Prime location and many updates. Directions: Corner of Lawrence Ave. & Roanoke Rd. ... houses faces Lawrence.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, APRIL 19TH • 1-4PM

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, APRIL 19TH • 1-4PM

WF Mayor Writes Honesty Is the Best
And Most Transparent Policy

In last week’s edition of The Westfield
Leader, I read in disbelief the front page
article wherein Mr. Brennan, the newly-
announced candidate for mayor, referred
to my efforts to provide transparency as
“absurd” and then went on to state that I
“haven’t been to a budget meeting in four
years.”

Wow. I understand the nature of politi-
cal campaigns, and I understand that the
challenger has no record to stand on and
therefore must rely on attacking the
incumbent’s record, and when that record
is progressively positive, then the chal-
lenger resorts to attacking the process. Of
course, by attacking the process, the chal-
lenger never has to reveal specifically
what different results they intend to
achieve. However, I would expect that
my challenger in particular, as a former
municipal judge, as a former employee of
the Town, and as a man of the law, would
be cognizant of the framework of the
applicable laws prior to making such a
misguided statement.

During these very serious economic
times, the townspeople need facts and
reassurances, not self-serving drama for
the sake of a political campaign.

Here are the facts. Under the Town of
Westfield form of government as codi-
fied in the town charter and ordinanced in
Article II, Section 2-4, of the Code of the
Town of Westfield, it is the Town Admin-
istrator, “subject to the general direction
and supervision of the mayor,” who pre-
pares the annual expense budget and capi-
tal budget for consideration by the coun-
cil. Further, Section 2-58(a) of Article VI
of the Code of the Town of Westfield
defines the four standing committees of
the Town Council and specifies each
committee’s membership as follows: “The
standing committees of the council shall
each consist of four council
members….who shall be appointed by
the mayor annually at the organization
meeting.” Section 2-58(b)(1) lists the
duties and responsibilities of the Finance
Policy Committee to: “Provide oversight
for all financial policies of the Town of
Westfield. Responsibilities also include
recommendations concerning all budget-
ary matters and personnel matters.” Is
that the Committee Mr. Brennan is refer-
ring to – the Committee that I, as the chief
executive of the Town, appoint the mem-
bers to?

For Mr. Brennan to infer that there’s a
lack of effort on my part and for his
political party partner, Councilman Haas,
to label me a “manager of stasis” for
following the committee process defined
by the Town Code and in compliance
with the Open Public Meetings Act is
disingenuous at best and deliberately
misleading at worst.

As mayor, I maintain a hands on ap-
proach to managing and directing the
development of the budget in accordance
with the aforementioned Code of the Town
of Westfield and I have worked very hard
to produce the best results for Westfield.
Let me be clear that I oversee the budget
process on a daily basis by working with
the Town Administrator, as per Town
Code. Further, under my direction, I have
enhanced the process by fully engaging
the Finance Policy Committee in the
preparation process, rather than limiting
the committee to the review and recom-

mendation phases. For the public’s ben-
efit, I initiated the annual presentation of
the budget proposal in lay person’s terms
to make it more understandable, posted
the presentations and the actual budget
document that is sent to Trenton on the
Town’s website, and opened my office
door on Saturdays year round to meet
with residents who have questions or wish
to make comments. Additionally, I have
included an explanation of “where your
tax dollar goes” in a letter to every prop-
erty owner with their property tax state-
ment, offered factual updates in press
releases to the hometown newspaper, in-
terviewed the town administrator and chair
of the finance policy committee on TV36,
and spoken to numerous community
groups. In all of my efforts to communi-
cate with the residents, I present the facts
honestly, even the ugly ones.

The Town of Westfield is a well-run
municipality. Our foresight with respect
to reducing staff, controlling those costs
under the Town’s jurisdiction, fulfilling
state mandates, and seeking and imple-
menting efficiencies, all without cutting
any municipal services, is paying hefty
dividends in these extraordinarily chal-
lenging economic times. Compared to so
many other towns in New Jersey,
Westfield is in a far better position to
weather the tough times because of the
actions we have already taken.

I encourage all residents to attend this
year’s upcoming budget presentation. If
you are unable to attend in person, you
may view it on TV36 or read it on the
Town’s website (www.westfieldnj.gov).
And, if you’re interested in gaining a
historical perspective on budget matters
and gauging our successes for yourself, I
encourage you to review the annual tax
letters, the annual state of the town ad-
dresses, past budget presentations, and
past budget documents that are posted on
the website.

Andy Skibitsky
Westfield Mayor

Lonegan Has a ‘Solid
Plan’ for New Jersey
Gubernatorial candidate Steve Lonegan

isn’t only running against Chris Christie
in the Republican primary, he’s running
against Chris Mathews who gets a tingly
feeling running up his leg whenever a
charismatic speaker makes empty prom-
ises.

An emotional response to a candidate
is understandable. Confusing your gut
reaction with insightful journalism is dan-
gerous. Call it Mathewsmania; Lonegan
will defeat it. Mathewsmania has gone
viral because no one is ashamed of being
shallow or venal or getting their news
from Comedy Central. The Internet cov-
ers over any honest political debate with
so many veils, it seems as though Lonegan
is running against Christo, as well.
Lonegan will win on June 2.

He is perpetually crisscrossing the state
reaching out directly to the voters, and he
has a solid plan. In November, he’ll de-
feat Jon Corzine whose secret, three-point
plan is: 1. Let the state go bankrupt. 2.
Hire the artist Christo to cover the entire
statehouse with one enormous red veil. 3.
Proudly proclaim New Jeresy is not only
the most highly taxed state, but also the
state with the most sophisticated sense of
irony.

Jim Spinosa
Westfield

Councilwoman Hails Skibitsky as
‘Mayor I am Proud to Serve With’

While we all know this is an election
year, and much political posturing is and
will continue to take place, I feel it neces-
sary to add my perspective as a person
who has had the privilege of working with
and for a person who has selflessly worked
for our town over the last six years. The
person I am speaking of is our Mayor,
Andy Skibitsky.

I first began working with Mayor
Skibitsky when he was a council repre-
sentative from the third ward and chaired
the Public Works Committee.

While I was a member of that Commit-
tee, Andy initiated the White Paper Study,
which at first made some members of the
town’s Public Works Department uneasy;
I even remember thinking this could be
uncomfortable and potentially make
people leery to talk to the all-volunteer
group that Andy had assembled.

However, Andy’s leadership style truly
worked well to set any fears aside, and his
ability to guide people in a productive,
inclusive way allowed this process to
work smoothly. Not only did the White
Paper Study result in major savings to our
town, but we now have a Public Works
Department that operates more effectively
and efficiently, and we achieved this re-
sult with no cost to the taxpayers.

This was the first time a White Paper
Study was conducted at the town level. I
dare say Mayor Skibitsky showed his
capacity as a visionary leader early on in
his career as a public servant.

Cutting costs and keeping taxes as low
as possible while at all times striving to
maintain the quality of life we are used to
in Westfield has always been one of Mayor
Skibitsky’s goals. We always hear the
mantra “do more with less” coming from
our Mayor and as a result we are in an

enviable position even in these dire eco-
nomic times.

Under Andy’s leadership the Town of
Westfield has managed to operate with
minimal increases in operating budgets (a
total of just $60,000 since 2006) the town
council was able to do this despite mini-
mal state aid and mandated expenses.
This type of fiscally responsible leader-
ship has resulted in $1 million in savings
to us – the taxpayers.

A spirit of cooperation with other town
boards has been another ideal of our mayor
that has achieved positive results over the
last few years. Never before has the board
of education and the town council worked
so closely together in trying to achieve
new ways to save taxpayer dollars, share
resources and exchange ideas.

Mayor Skibitsky is a friend of mine; I
enjoy working with him and helping to
achieve his vision for our town. He is also
a fine person who has the highest degree
of integrity and honesty. Andy is an effec-
tive leader, as I believe my perspective
has shown.

He always puts the needs of the people
of this town before any one particular
group’s special interests. I have witnessed
him make the tough decisions that an
effective leader must make. But above all
these qualities, Andy is a nice guy – a
person you would want as your friend.

So while you might think my perspec-
tive is a little biased, I agree it is, but I
think you can see why. I ask you, as you
glean all the various information and mis-
information during the next few months,
to take a long, hard look at the record of
Andy Skibitsky – I dare say you will
become biased, too.

Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan
Westfield

FW’s Wells Makes
University Dean’s List
FANWOOD – Carly Wells of

Fanwood is one of 712 students at
the University of Mary Washington
in Fredericksburg, Va. to be named
to the university’s dean’s list for the
fall semester of the 2008-2009 aca-
demic year.

Carly, the daughter of Russell and
Anita Wells, is a senior.

The dean’s list recognizes outstand-
ing academic achievement at the uni-
versity by full-time students who at-
tain at least a 3.5 grade-point average
on a 4.0 scale.

Evergreen Participates
In Toy Collection Prog.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Second Chance
Toys, an organization that collects gently
used plastic toys and donates them to
children in need, will conduct a statewide
collection for Earth Week.

Investors Savings Bank will serve as a
toy drop-off location at its 53 branches,
and (800) GOT-JUNK? will transport the
toys to organizations throughout New
Jersey.

Evergreen Elementary School in Scotch
Plains will conduct a plastic toy collec-
tion during Earth Week to promote giving
and environmental messages to the stu-
dents.

The event will take place on Tuesday,
April 21, from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. Plastic
toys will be collected in front of the school
as children enter in the morning.

The toys will then be transported to the
local Investors Savings Bank, where they
will be collected for donation the follow-
ing week to the Union County Social
Services Department.

For drop off locations and hours, go to
secondchancetoys.org.


