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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, April 14, 2009
there was introduced, read for the first
time, and passed on such first reading, the
following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE PERMIT-
TING GAMES OF CHANCE ON
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 6,
2009 IN THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS

Purpose: To Allow any charitable orga-
nization to conduct games of chance (raffle)
on Sunday, September 6, 2009 in the
Township of Scotch Plains provided steps
are taken to secure a license for same.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, April 28, 2009 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Build-
ing, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 4/16/09, The Times Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, April 14, 2009
there was introduced, read for the first
time, and passed on such first reading, the
following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SECTION 2-25.5 OF THE RE-
VISED GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS 1978 ES-
TABLISHING A RATE
SCHEDULE AND ADMINIS-
TRATIVE FEE FOR EXTRA
DUTY POLICY ASSIGN-
MENTS

Purpose: The  following additional rate
schedule for extra duty police assignments
shall take effect on May 11, 2009 and be
effect thereafter as follows: $100 per day
for police vehicle use for any extra duty
assignment that requires same.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, April 28, 2009 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Build-
ing, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 4/16/09, The Times Fee: $37.74

WESTFIELD OFFICE  600 North Avenue West  Westfield, NJ 07090  (908) 233-0065

For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

PLAINFIELD $429,000
Charming and delightful stone front
Dutch Colonial is located in the heart
of the picturesque setting of Sleepy
Hollow.  Offers 7 rooms and includes
3 Bedrooms, 2.1 baths, Formal Din-
ing Room, Great Room with fireplace.
Impeccable details throughout.  El-
egantly decorated Master Suite.

MOUNTAINSIDE $470,000
Open floor plan with excellent po-
tential.  Central Air Conditioning,
oak hardwood floors, radiant
heated porch, deep basement could
be Recreation Room.

SCOTCH PLAINS $550,000
Expanded 8 room Ranch with
open floor plan offers a large
Kitchen with center island plus
separate eating area, sliders to
deck for summer entertaining, Liv-
ing Room and Family Room with
fireplaces, oak floors, Recreation
Room in basement.

GARWOOD $374,500
Great location for a small business.
Second floor has 4 Bedrooms and 2
full baths.  Full eat-in Kitchen, full
Formal Living Room on 1st floor
with back entrance.  Front entrance
provides easy access.

WESTFIELD $1,685,000
Lovely renovated center hall Colonial
has been expanded in 2005 offers a 25
x 18 Eat-In Kitchen with solid cherry
cabinets, center island and stainless
steel appliances, large Family Room and
mahogany deck are accessed from the
Kitchen, 4 Bedrooms, 4 baths, hard-
wood floors, fireplace, wine cellar and
so much more.

WESTFIELD $699,900
Lovely “Wychwood” home has
been totally renovated and is
“move in” ready.  All new Kitchen
and appliances, baths, roof, land-
scaping, driveway and more.  Beau-
tiful refinished oak floors freshly
painted interior and exterior.  Neu-
tral décor.

WESTFIELD $999,999
Very charming center hall Colonial in
the Gardens. All updated! Fabulous,
large Kitchen with center island & ev-
ery amenity, newer baths, roof, CAC,
Family Room adjacent to Kitchen.
Beautiful landscaping & custom fenc-
ing, brick walks, steps & large patio area.
Close to town, train, schools & park.

WESTFIELD $399,000
Wonderful bungalow home sold
for over 100% of its list price in
only 30 days.  Contact any of our
extraordinary agents and le them
design a personalized marketing
plan for your home.

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ
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Mayoral Cand. Brennan’s Comments
Of WF Mayor Are ‘Troublesome’

I have been a resident of Westfield
since 1994 and can think of no one indi-
vidual that has demonstrated more pride,
dedication and admiration for our great
town than Mayor Andy Skibitsky. I know
I speak for many when I say this is why I
find Bill Brennan’s self-serving comments
in last week’s Leader so troublesome.

Since taking office as our mayor, Andy
has accomplished far too many things to
cover in this letter. However, I think it is
important to point out two areas.

The first has to do with the budget and
budget process. Our federal, state and
county governments are in the midst of a
financial mess, the likes we have not seen.
Poor leadership and management at these
levels are to blame for the careless spend-
ing, corruption, deficits and endless tax
increases.

This is not the case in Westfield, as the
mayor’s management of this process has
kept the municipal increases to a mini-
mum.

He has done this through such tactics as
negotiating health insurance contracts
from double-digit increases to an average
of only 2.63 percent, reduced town em-
ployee positions by 22, saving nearly $1
million and by having his budget team
focus on every line item in the town’s
budget.

For some strange reason that I cannot
comprehend, Mr. Brennan believes that
the mayor’s approach is “absurd” and that
the “process is broken.” No, Mr. Brennan,
the process is not broken in Westfield. It
is broken in Elizabeth, Trenton and Wash-
ington, D.C.

What is absurd, however, is that sud-
denly, Mr. Brennan has a great interest on
the Westfield budget now that he is run-
ning for mayor. In fact, Mr. Brennan has

told his running mates “if you don’t want
to put in the time, don’t run,” as it relates
to how the budget process will be man-
aged under his watch.

Yet, Mr. Brennan has not voted in one
Westfield school budget election in the
last five years. In my view, Mr. Brennan
not taking five minutes to vote on the
portion of the budget that is over 62
percent of your tax bill is very unsettling
in light of his wish to be our mayor.

Even before Andy was mayor, I felt he
was one of the most open and transparent
people I had ever met. When he became
mayor, he made it clear that this would be
a foundation of his time in office.

Andy has met and exceeded every
measure of this commitment through
many aspects, including improved com-
munication with county and state offi-
cials, meeting with countless neighbor-
hood groups, organizations, and local
schools and even making the town budget
available on the town website in a format
that also includes a PowerPoint presenta-
tion that is understandable by the masses.

In the spirit of full disclosure, I am a
councilman in Westfield and am enthusi-
astically supporting Mayor Skibitsky in
his re-election bid.

If you would like to hear firsthand
about the mayor’s commitment to you
and to Westfield you may want to do what
countless other Westfield residents have
done and call Andy’s office at 789-4041
and get on his calendar some Saturday
morning.

By doing this, you will no doubt under-
stand why I believe that there in no one
better to lead our great town in to the
future.

Frank Arena
Westfield

Union County News

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella

The next time you happen upon a
fire, take a closer look at the fire trucks.
It’s not surprising to see equipment
from other nearby towns, or even clear
across the county. That’s the Mutual
Aid Fire System in action: all 21 mu-
nicipalities in Union County sharing
resources to help each other through
emergencies.

Mutual Aid is something we tend to
take for granted today. Not too long
ago, the picture was quite different.
Local fire departments rarely needed
extra help. When they did, someone
had to phone around to see who could
pitch in.

Today, Mutual Aid is an everyday
occurrence, and the response is no longer
left to chance. The local fire depart-
ments coordinate through a highly struc-
tured command system that answered
385 calls last year.

Firefighting itself has become more
structured, too. For example, to meet cur-
rent regulations, 17 responders must go to
a one-room house fire. Smaller depart-
ments must now routinely call on Mutual
Aid to staff up the scene as required, even
when a fire is relatively minor.

Today’s fire fighters handle situations
involving hazardous materials, compli-
cated rescue operations, and medical
emergencies, all requiring specialized
equipment and training. As a conse-

Mutual Aid Fire System
Brings Union County Together

quence of the 9/11 attacks, fire depart-
ments must also be prepared for regional
emergencies including bioterror.

Due to the dedication of personnel at
our local fire departments, the Mutual
Aid system in Union County has grown
to meet these challenges. Other coun-
ties have replicated its command struc-
ture and operational guidelines. In fact,
Union County has become a model for
how Mutual Aid works in New Jersey.

Our municipal fire chiefs and depu-
ties are the backbone of the system,
headed by Mutual Aid Fire Coordinator
Lathey Wirkus, who is a Deputy Fire
Chief in the Elizabeth Fire Department.
They are on call to coordinate Mutual
Aid responses 24/7. They receive no
extra pay for this work, and no munici-
pality ever charges a fee for its Mutual
Aid services. The County’s Office of
Emergency Management provides fund-
ing for communications equipment and
on-scene supplies through the county
budget, and by securing state and fed-
eral grants.

With municipal budgets strained by
an economic crisis that is global in
scope, the Mutual Aid Fire System is
more important than ever. It deserves
all the support we can provide, and fire
fighters from all 21 municipalities in
Union County deserve our thanks for
making it work.

SP Board of Ed Campaigns Budget for
Kids, Not Taxpayers; Need to Vote No
Once again we have the responsibility

of voting on the school budget. This year
is especially important since we are in
such serious financial trouble. No doubt
the school board did what they could in
their minds to keep the percentage in-
crease of our taxes down to 3.7 percent for
Scotch Plains

How many of us will see our family
income go up by this amount in the com-
ing year. Many of us have lost our jobs
already and more of us will join them in
this coming year.

Once again, year after year, I ask where
do we to get the money? Have all the
board member’s family incomes in-
creased by this amount? Many of us
taxpayers know that we will have a drop,
if not a complete loss, of income.

Our school board consists of a staff of
individuals that are hard working, highly
qualified and stay on target for their
stated objective. The board slide presen-
tation states, “A vote for education is a
Vote for Kids!!!” There was no mention
about how the taxpayers are going to
afford the expense when jobs are disap-
pearing.

This results in the plea – please, the
budget should decrease since our in-
come is dropping; if you can’t then we
need a zero increase until the employ-
ment situation improves. We know that,
as of January 2007, there are some 38
people on the school payroll that are
compensated in excess of $100,000 a
year. Talk about a slap in the face when
we are losing our jobs and still have to
pay these salaries! I suppose to justify
why we should not complain and keep
the cash flow in tact, the board sited in
their budget slide presentation an article
from the February 19, 2009’s Business
Week Magazine that we have a Median
Household Income of $100,131, Median
home price of $421,000 and an unem-
ployment rate of 4.5 percent. However
when you look at the basis for these
numbers, cited by Business Week, we
see that the salary was based on U.S.
Census data — was not the last census
some nine years ago? The home prices
were for 2008 projections, we all know
that recent data as indicated in the NJ
Real Estate Report and the Record have
indicated that our home prices have de-
creased some 10 percent last year, and
the unemployment rate was for 2007,
boy have a lot changed since then! These
numbers by Business Week reflect the
past not the reality of today! I hope this
was not an intentional act to justify their

position with misleading facts, but sim-
ply a failure to look at the fine print.

In December 2007, the Star-Ledger
reported that our school system was edu-
cating a student for $13,033 per student;
the state said it should only cost us
$12,585. In contrast, look at Union
Catholic’s 2009-2010 tuition of $9,840.
For the same period, our high school has
a comparative cost per student (does not
include some $2,000 more that is in-
cluded in Union Catholic’s cost) is
$11,975.

In looking at the Paid Public Posting
in the Times by an individual and the
subsequent response by our school board
president on NJ.com Forum shows the
separation from those in the school sys-
tem and a number of taxpayers. We are
lucky to have as our board president who
mentioned that he has 20 years of expe-
rience as a controller for a public com-
pany. This makes one wonder how many
other on the board are professionals in
finance, law, education and the like.
These highly qualified individuals re-
ally overshadow many of us. Then it also
leads to the question, how many of their
spouses are also highly qualified. It
should be noted that a controller, a ten-
ured educator, lawyer have little worry
about their job security. Our board presi-
dent said that they understand that “The
district is well aware of the economic
climate we are living in.” It would be
hard to not with the everyday bad news.
However, does one really know what it’s
like unless you face it first hand? Many
of us have lost one family job, can’t find
a new one and the one remaining job is
not assured. The board’s budget presen-
tation mentioned that only $5 will be
saved for every $100,000 of the budget,
but every dollar counts when you lose
your job and we already pay thousands
for the schools.

This year more than ever, we need to
insist on a zero increase in the budget. It
appears the only way we can force the
issue is by voting no on the budget.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Candidate Mullen;
Doing More With Less
My husband and I chose Scotch Plains

as our community of choice to raise our
family. These are difficult times. We
need to take a fresh look at the way our
township government is operated. Main-
taining the status quo, is no longer an
option. We need creativity in finding new
ways of doing more with less resources.
Our taxpayers not only expect it, but they
demand it. I want to serve because I
believe that I can help guide our commu-
nity through this crisis and make the
quality of life better for all.

Theresa Mullen
Candidate for Scotch Plains Council

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

Westfield . . . Charming 11 Room. 5 BR, 4 ½ bath home. Enclosed front
porch, gracious foyer with split staircase, Natural chestnut woodwk, large,
sunfilled LR w/frplc, FDR,  cust KIT w/skylts & Palladian wndw, separate
dining area. Master suite, 1st flr guest BR suite with BTH., RECRM,  2 Zn
CAC, HW HT, lrg DK, 2 CG. Near dwntwn & school. 100 x 150 property,
new driveway. $899,900.

Westfield . . . Grande Vic Col w/ wrap porch on 100x250 fenced property. Spa-
cious, sunny 12 RM, 6 BR, 4 ½ BTH HM. 5500 SF. 2 story EF, LR w/frplc,
FDR, LIB, custom KIT w/adjacent FR. Lrg Conservatory/game rm, guest suite,
MBR w/SIT RM, 2 wlk-ins, luxury MBTH.. Deluxe moldings & BI”S, accented
ceilings, inlaid flrs, tall wndws, wired for 7 ZN music sys, Sprinkler SYS, rear
DK, 3 CG, one blk to train, 2 blk to kinder, mid, H.S. $1,475,000.

NJ Circle of Excellence® - Gold Level: 1987-2001
Platinum Level: 2002-2008

email: hye-young@att.net
web: www.hyeyoungchoi.com

Hye-Young Choi
# 1 Realtor Total Production - 11 Years
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Temple Sholom Plans
Play ’n Pray Event

FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains invites mem-
bers of the community with children
ages 4 and under to a special Shabbat
Play ’n Pray event on Saturday, April
25, featuring music, maracas, pup-
pets and parachutes.

This 30-minute service, led by Di-
rector of Education Michelle Shapiro
Abraham and Student Cantor Vicky
Glikin, will begin at 11:15 a.m. and
be followed by a free bagel brunch in
the temple playroom or on the play-
ground.

Temple Sholom is located in the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church at the
corner of Martine and LaGrande Av-
enues in Fanwood. Its chapel is
around the corner off of Marian Av-
enue. Attendees are asked to enter
through the door on Marian Avenue
marked “Temple Sholom.” For more
information, call (908) 889-4900, e-
mail sholom@sholomnj.org or visit
sholomnj.org.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com


