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Blue Devils Erupt to Blank
Raider Softball Girls, 10-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Most Memorable Moment
No. 1, Nov. 3, 1973

(Note: This is the sixth in a six-part
series of the Most Memorable Mo-
ments of WHS sports history that the
author has personally attended.)

It is really impossible to describe the
emotions of an entire community as
the Westfield football express rolled
along. But the bandwagon, which many
would jump off in 10 years, was quite
full.

Starting with wins in the final six
games of the 1968 season, WHS rolled
through seasons of 8-0-1, 9-0, 9-0 and
9-0, and entered the ’73 season riding
a 42-game unbeaten streak.

You almost wondered if coach Gary
Kehler’s squad would ever lose again.
With assistant coaches Dick Zimmer,
Dave Cilo, Bob Martin, Bill Hedden
and Pete Lima, two solid junior high
school teams and a huge in-town youth
program, it seemed like things could
go on forever, as impossible as that
sounds.

The 1973 squad was full of two-way
guys, like Frank Ritter, Rick Baldwin,
Bobby Davis, Bruce Jester, Quint
Mansell, Tom Tyrell and Ira Thorne.
The backs included Jimmy Reid, Glen
Kehler and Tim Green, with a capable
backup in Mark Benedict. And guys
like Mark MacDonald, Dan Morash,
Jim Catron, John Williams, Gary
Crosby, Gil Garcia and Gene Maresca
filled out the starters.

“We had a new, tougher schedule,”
Kehler said last week. “Hillside, Gov.
Livingston, Clark (A.L. Johnson) and
Rahway were replaced by Union, Eliza-
beth (Thomas Jefferson), Linden, and
(non-league) Middletown.”

Tougher or not, the season began

with wins over Middletown (42-6),
Union (35-7) and Thomas Jefferson
(42-22). But the next four weeks would
see the Blue Devils face, 1) the best
SP-F team in its history, 2) a so-so but
hard-hitting Cranford team, 3) the best
Nutley team in its history, and 4) an-
other in a long line of outstanding
Montclair teams.

Saturday, Oct. 13, 1973: Hal Mercer
had arguably the best team in SP-F
history, with players like Jim
D’Annunzio, Jodi Harrison, Jeff
Lindner, Allan Hvizdak, Dee Hanrahan,
Frank Rossi, John Richnavsky and Tom
Fallon across the front. The wishbone
backfield included quarterbacks Jim
Meeker and Bob Hering, along with
Kenny Washington, Walt Roberson and
Bob Calhoun. Dan Read, Eric Kritsky,
Tom Montagna, Bernie Fryer, Tim
Dutcher and Greg McAlister came in
on defense.

But it was the offense that made the
Raiders so scary, with the bullish
Roberson and speedsters Washington
and Calhoun forcing WHS coach Gary
Kehler – for the only time – to insert
his quick-as-a-cat son Glen as a rover,
to counter that speed. Mercer did basi-
cally the same thing, having a “shadow”
on Kehler wherever he went on of-
fense.

“We took out the middle guard and
I went in and played behind our line-
backers,” Kehler said. “I wasn’t sure
about it, because Roberson was ham-
mering away up the middle. My job
was to read the quarterback and catch
the guy he pitched to. I don’t know
how many tackles I had; mostly I just
pushed them out of bounds.”

WHS quickly went up 14-0 on touch-
down runs by Benedict (filling in for
the injured Reid) and Kehler. But any
thoughts of a romp were erased when
SP-F drove 65 yards for Calhoun’s 7-
yard TD.

“(SP-F) made it look easy on that
drive, so they put me in on defense the
next series,” Kehler said.

With all the offensive weapons on
both teams, the scoring was – amaz-
ingly – done for the day. But there were
still plenty of thrills and chills.

A fourth-quarter SP-F drive to the
WHS 14 ended when Catron recov-
ered a Roberson fumble. But the Raid-
ers got it right back when Fryer picked
off a Davis pass with four minutes left.
The Raiders turned the ball over on
downs, but WHS couldn’t move either
and, after a Davis punt, SP-F had the
ball at its 33 with 45 seconds remain-
ing. It would be a long 45 seconds.

A Hering bomb for Calhoun was
picked off by Ritter. But the sure-
handed Kehler, fighting for an extra
yard, fumbled and SP-F’s Dave Cohen
recovered at the WHS 48 with 30 sec-
onds left.

After a near interception by Ritter,
Hering hit Richnavsky for 19 yards.
There were 11 seconds left. Ritter was
called for interference and SP-F had
one last shot with two seconds left.
Hering connected with Calhoun in the
left corner of the end zone, but the
speedster – flanked wide on the play –
had moved forward before the snap
and a “backfield in motion” penalty
negated the score and ended the game.

Saturday, Oct. 27, 1973: The Nos. 1
and 2 teams in the state met at the
fabled Oval in downtown Nutley. The
stands were packed to overflowing, as
were the end zones, and people even
watched from windows and rooftops
of the buildings across the street. “We
needed a police escort just to get
through the crowd and onto the field,”
Kehler said. “And their fans had some
interesting names they called us.”

No. 1 Westfield, with its 47-game
unbeaten streak. No. 2 Nutley, with
two straight shutouts, including 7-0
over then-No. 2 Montclair. Nutley, with
first-year coach Mario Cocchiola and
a roster that sounded like teammates of
A.J. Soprano: Cofone, Moscara, Della
Luna, Gabrielle, Cucci, Alessio,
Benimeo.

WHS had won the last four meet-
ings 7-6, 14-8, 7-0 and 10-0, so points
figured to be at a premium. And they
were, especially with WHS hurting.
“Despite the easy (35-6) win over
Cranford, we got pretty beat up,” Kehler
said.

Late in the third period, WHS drove
from its 14 to the Nutley 26, including
Kehler’s 14-yard run on a fake punt.
On a first-and-goal, Reid fumbled and
Nutley got the ball back.

Aided by a pair of 15-yard penalties,
the Maroon Raiders marched 85 yards
to a first-and-goal at the WHS 7. But
on fourth down at the half-yard line,
and despite the Nutley Pirate mascot
shooting off the cannon, QB Bob Della
Luna was stopped inches short.

But the game, and excitement, was
hardly over. Following a punt, Nutley
was at the WHS 37 with 1:40 left. After
two incomplete passes, Cofone ran for
11 yards on a “Statue of Liberty” play.
But Davis intercepted Della Luna in
the end zone on the next play.

Nutley forced yet another punt and
with 44 seconds left, and the Maroon
were at the WHS 44. Under heavy
pressure Della Luna’s pass was picked
off by Catron and returned to the Nutley
47. Davis hit Baldwin for 14 yards but
after two incomplete passes and a 5-
yard run by Kehler, WHS was on the

28 with just three seconds left. But
Kehler’s 45-yard field goal attempt
was short and the game ended score-
less.

“I had made a 48-yarder in prac-
tice,” Kehler said. “It was as good a
kick as I ever had. Me and (holder)
Frank (Ritter) both thought it was good.
But when we saw the films, it looked
like their linebacker (Charlie Potter)
got a little piece of it.”

Saturday, Nov. 3, 1973: Woodman
Field was next, and WHS was 2-0
there, having won 24-0 and 7-6 in
1969 and ’71. But the Mounties were
ready and, with bruisers Earl Vaughn
and Bob Pinckney each running for
over 100 yards, totally dominated the
Blue Devils statistically. But still the
WHS streak nearly continued.

After a fumble recovery on the sec-
ond play from scrimmage, WHS
jumped out to an 8-0 lead when Kehler
scored on a 2-yard run. He missed the
PAT kick but Montclair was off-sides
and WHS went for two with Kehler
converting. Montclair made it 8-6 at
halftime on Vaughn’s 38-yard run.

The Mounties took a 12-8 lead in the
third quarter on Pinkney’s short run
following a fumble recovery. Then, af-
ter an exchange of punts, Kehler took a
pitch-out and raced 55 yards around left
end on the final play of the quarter and
WHS was back on top 15-12.

With the overflow crowd roaring on
every play, Vaughn and Pinckney
pounded away and the Mounties
marched from their 26 to the WHS 21.
On third-and-6, QB John Mutch handed
the ball to Dale Berra (yup, Yogi’s son)
on an apparent end-around. But Baldwin
sniffed out the play and had a hold of
Berra’s jersey and tried to drag him
down as he threw an off-balance pass to
tight end Bob Ott, who was open in the
end zone but had to come back to make
the catch at the 4-yard line.

First-and-goal, again. Late in the
fourth quarter, again. Pinckney got a
yard, then Vaughn two. On third down
Pinckney tried to leap over the line, but
safety Ritter nailed him in mid-air for
no gain. Then Vaughn found a hole off
right tackle and scored with less than
four minutes to play.

There would be no miracles this
time. Davis’ second-down pass was
intercepted by Ott.

“Everybody was disappointed be-
cause you hate to lose when you
could’ve won,” Kehler said. “And even
though we were physically handled by
them, we thought we should’ve won.”

Then as the WHS players and
coaches walked in front of their stands
and headed for the buses, a strange
thing happened.

“It came out of nowhere, but we
heard this cheering start,” Kehler said.
“All our fans were standing and it kept
getting louder and louder. I remember
thinking, ‘Man, that’s really cool, re-
ally classy.’ We didn’t expect it at all. It
was a great job by the Westfield fans.
It took some of the sting out of losing.”

(Epilog: WHS beat Linden 46-6 and
Plainfield 20-0 to end the season.)

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East, now open
seven days a week) is Connor Hewett.
After Montclair had tied the lacrosse
match at 7 with 49 seconds left, the
junior won the faceoff, avoided sev-
eral defenders and scored with 19
seconds left as WHS won 8-7.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Connor Hewett
Boys Lacrosse

Elizabeth Bataille
Sales Associate

Burgdorff ERA’s highest and most prestigious award

–The President’s Council Award –
An honor reserved for the top 17 sales associates in a company of over 700 

T his award separates leaders from the rest. 
At Burgdorff ERA, our leaders are given 

the most distinguished honor, membership into 
the President’s Council. They surpassed industry 
standards and reached the pinnacle of success.
These fine professionals demonstrate the integrity,
commitment to service and excellence that are the 
hallmark of Burgdorff ERA. The President’s Council 
embodies the ideal of the Burgdorff Vision and defines 
“Extraordinary Professionals Exceeding Expectations.”

It is a distinct privilege to introduce Elizabeth Bataille 
into the 2009 Burgdorff ERA President’s Council. 

We applaud and congratulate you!

 Pat Hoferkamp, President

Westfield Office 
600 North Avenue West

Westfield, NJ 07090
Direct Phone: 908-518-5294 

Cell Phone: 908-202-1702
elizabeth-bataille@burgdorff.com

www.burgdorff.com
Owned and Operated by NRT LLC

one for the team and Kiefer drew a
walk to load the pods. Boersig and
Townsend, respectively, followed
with walks resulting in two runs.

Four Blue Devils streaked across
the plate in the second. With the bases
loaded, Feldbauer whacked a two-
run single and Kiefer slashed a sharp
single to the third resulting in a throw-
ing error thus allowing two runs to
cross the plate to give the Blue Devils
a 6-0 advantage.

“They helped us out a little that in-
ning. We put the ball in play and when
you put the ball in play, good things
happen,” coach Mac Donald said.

After a silent third inning and fourth
inning that was highlighted by Raider
centerfielder Kelly Cianciotta’s great
running stab and Nikki Mineo’s heads
up play at short, the final four Devil
footprints crossed in the fifth. Mat-
thew led off and reached first on a

walk then swiped yet another bag.
Esler rapped a single and Abruzzo
plopped an RBI single to right field.
Feldbauer cracked a two-run double
to right-centerfield and first-year
player Nikki Aronson came up and
delivered the final run.

After the game, Raider Head Coach
Kelli Covert said, “Good things are
here! We see it and we have to build on
it. We had amazing plays in the out-
field with Kelly in center and a great
play in the infield with Kristina
Kalkstein and Mineo. There is tre-
mendous potential on this team. Sopho-
more Amanda White, who came in the
second inning to pitch, she was ner-
vous; you did not see it but she did an
amazing job and held it together. We
just have to work out the little wrinkles
that are popping up for us.”
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Generations of charm abound in this lovingly maintained & meticulously kept 
Center Hall Colonial complete with 5 bedrooms & 3.5 baths, an abundance of 
molding & cedar closets, newly finished hardwood floors & freshly painted interior.  
Coveted location close to town, schools & NYC transportation.   

       Offered for $659,000

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
#1 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ BUYER CONTROLLED SALES 2007 & 2008

#2 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ OVERALL PRODUCTION 2007 & 2008 
 NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2007 & 2008

CLOSE TO TRAIN IN CRANFORD

VICTORIAN CHARM WITH FAMILY ROOM

OPEN HOUSE EVENT ~ SUNDAY 1-4PM

639 SHADOWLAWN DRIVE, WESTFIELD

INDIAN FOREST GEM

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.  

One of the original Indian Forest Gems has been held off the market for one third 
of a century & now awaits a most discerning buyer!  This extensively renovated 11 
room Georgian Colonial may not again be available in your lifetime.  Quality 
craftsmanship & exquisite appointments abound in this exceptional Westfield 
residence beautifully combining classic charm with modern convenience & luxury. 

                Offered for $2.75 million 

SPRAWLING RANCH HOME
This unique Westfield opportunity offers more than 2.5 acres of private property on 
this oversized wooded lot less than two miles from downtown shopping and top 
rated schools! Meticulously maintained by original owners, this custom built Ranch 
exudes quality and custom detail throughout.                      

                              Offered for  $1,399,000

Must see this pristine second floor Condo offering ideal location one block to 
downtown Cranford shopping and New York City transportation.  This unit boasts 
hardwood floors, an eat-in Kitchen, new windows, an updated bathroom and more!   
Don’t miss this great starter opportunity at an affordable price!               

          Offered for $199,900

RENOVATED “GARDENS” COLONIAL
Extensively renovated 11 room Center Hall Colonial in the prestigious “Gardens” 
section of Westfield.  This fine home boasts 5 Bedrooms and 3.5 new Baths, a formal 
Dining Room & Living Room w/fireplace, first floor Office and Family Room, new 
gourmet eat-in Kitchen, Master Bedroom Suite with luxurious Bath & WIC, 2nd floor 
laundry, new patio, hardwood floors, central air & more!      

                  Offered for $1.65 million 

Extensively renovated Victorian w/front & rear porches boasts stunning 
architectural design & quality craftsmanship, combined with modern amenities & 
completed by a deep, fenced yard. In pristine condition, the bright & sunny rooms 
include a grand Foyer, gourmet EIK, adjacent Family Room w/Cathedral ceiling, 

Master Bedroom Suite and more!                               Offered for $945,000

Coldwell Banker 
908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090      

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE PLAY AT SECOND BASE…Raider shortstop Nikki Mineo puts a tag on
Blue Devil Cyndil Matthew as she slides in safely to second base.


