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Rutgers Day Invites New Jerseyans
To Explore Their State University

It Is Critically Important That
Police Forces Remain Intact

In each recession faced by the United
States since World War II, there is evi-
dence to support that the crime rate has
increased while citizens feel the economic
pinch. So, with history as our guide, this
is the time to act and ensure that our law-
enforcement agencies are not cut so much
as to put officers safety at risk and to
continue the commitment to the public’s
security.

Taking appropriate measures now will
likely mean law-enforcement agencies in
Union County and its municipalities will
emerge from the recession largely intact.
Economic experts say that this current
recession began in December 2007 and
recent statistics, compiled by the New
Jersey State Police, indeed show a rise in
crime.

Countywide, the violent-crime rate rose
13.3 percent and non-violent crime by
12.5 percent. In Elizabeth – the county’s
largest municipality – there was a dra-
matic increase, including a 33.9 percent
rise in robberies for 2008, a 33.2 percent
jump in burglaries and a 34.5 percent rise
in assaults.

Nationally, the numbers are similar. In
August of last year, the U.S. Conference
of Mayors surveyed mayors and police
chiefs from 134 U.S. cities on the current
economic downturn’s impact on local
crime.

Forty-two percent of the surveyed cit-
ies reported increases in crime that they
attributed to the current economic crisis.
The cities that claimed increases of crime
reported that property crime, larceny,
drug-related crimes, youth gang violence
and weapon offenses all rose.

Unfortunately, while criminals increase
their activity, those of us in law enforce-
ment and in particular police departments
are potentially looking at a dramatic re-
duction in funding.

The local police are the first line of
defense against criminals. Earlier this
month, I had the opportunity to address

many of Union County’s mayors and
officials during a dinner hosted by the
Gateway Regional Chamber of Com-
merce. I used that time to urge them to be
very careful when it comes to reducing
their law-enforcement budgets.

It is no secret, I said, that by reducing
the numbers of police, it potentially cre-
ates a greater risk to residents. Having
served as mayor of Berkeley Heights, I
understand the budgetary concerns in this
troubled economy. However, I strongly
urged the mayors to resist the temptation
of reducing local police departments’ bud-
gets.

Unfortunately, turning to the
prosecutor’s office is not the viable op-
tion it once was because we, too, have
been asked to do more with less following
the latest county budget. The prosecutor’s
Office continues to handle all child sex
and physical abuse cases (under the age of
13), all homicides, suspicious deaths, mid
to upper level drug distribution cases,
financial and complex criminal cases.

However, without the existing munici-
pal police departments’ support in man-
power to assist in our task forces to handle
many of these cases, it would be very
difficult for this office to continue to
provide the same level of service to each
of the county’s 21 municipalities.

Noted economists have recently said
that even if this recession ends by the end
of 2009. it will be several years before the
economy returns to full throttle. During
the recession it is critically important that
municipalities keep their police forces
intact and well funded.

So, while we face trying times and
must make difficult decisions regarding
budgets, I am confident that we will
emerge from this recession with a strong
police presence committed to the contin-
ued safety and strong quality of life each
of us deserve.

Theodore Romankow,
Union County Prosecutor

Rich in tradition, Rutgers is about to
add a new one, and the entire state is
invited to join in. The first-ever Rutgers
Day, featuring free performances, dem-
onstrations, tours and kid-friendly activi-
ties, will be held on Saturday, April 25,
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Rutgers Day will provide an opportu-
nity for New Jerseyans of all ages to
explore their state university in a day of
fun, learning and discovery. A lively mix
of nearly 400 events will be offered on
university campuses in New Brunswick
and Piscataway as Rutgers rolls out the
“scarlet carpet” for the state’s citizens.

Admission is free, and Rutgers Day
“loop” buses will provide free transporta-
tion among activity zones. Free parking
will be available. Visitors are encouraged
to plan their day by visiting the Rutgers
Day website at rutgersday.rutgers.edu for

program schedules and maps.
Rutgers Day will include the popular

New Jersey Folk Festival. It is a chance
for people not ordinarily visiting our cam-
puses to get an inside glimpse of their
state university and experience its social,
cultural and intellectual vibrancy.

Richard McCormick,
Rutgers President

On WF Town Races…Actions Speak
Louder Than Words, Mr. Haas

I was sorry to read Mr. [David] Haas’
comments of our mayor, Andy Skibitsky.
I am a third ward resident, and Mr. Haas
is one of my councilmen (sad to say). I
called him this past weekend to let him
know my disappointment in him and his
quotes in last week’s Leader.

While Councilman Haas was quoted
word for word, he implied that The Leader
printed stronger words than what he told
them. If that is indeed true, then Mr. Hass
should have The Leader make a correc-
tion.

I have been a resident of Westfield (the
third ward) since 1995, and the only time
I see Mr. Haas is when election comes
around and he wants my vote. As a life-
long registered Democrat, I must say that
the Democratic Party in New Jersey has
never impressed me.

They are all “talk and no action” (which
goes all the way up to our governor!). You
would think for an investment banker
(who I worked closely with on Wall
Street), Gov. Corzine could “whip this
state into fiscal responsibility,” but he has
just become “one of them.”

Mr. Haas was quoted as saying Mayor
Skibitsky is just a “manager of stasis” and
“when there are problems such as pot
holes and street repair, he makes sure to
get them solved.”

Well, I for one, am very grateful for
that and wish my block would be
repaired….we’ve had four new houses
built on our block, and more recently,
Elizabethtown Gas did major work dig-
ging and installing pipes down Virginia
and up Boynton.

I don’t see Mr. Haas down here getting
Elizabethtown Gas or their contractor,

WF School ‘Budget Protects the Core
Programs,’ Says BOE President

This year, preparing the school budget
has been especially challenging for the
Westfield Board of Ed (BOE). First, our
enrollment is the highest in 30 years. This
comes at a time of uncertainty in the
economy and when we need to be particu-
larly sensitive to our taxpayers. Second,
our revenues are shrinking, but we are
facing unusually high increases in health
insurance and special education costs. At
the same time, we want to ensure that all of
our 6,229 Westfield children continue to
receive the hallmark Westfield education.

Right now, every family in Westfield
is making hard choices. The BOE has also
made hard choices. To meet the challenge
of these economic times, our high enroll-
ment, decreasing revenues and spending
limits imposed by the state, we have had
to compromise by letting go of some
programs that have traditionally been part
of a Westfield education in order to hold
onto the signature programs and services
at the heart of that education. This budget
reflects those compromises.

Faced with an initial $3.5-million bud-
get gap, the administration and board
used creativity, fiscal prudence and value-
based judgments to eliminate spending,
find efficiencies and cut costs. We re-
tained essential services and valued pro-
grams, keeping early elementary class
sizes smaller, and our rich K-12 academic
curricula intact. Together, we ensured
that the budget protects the core programs
and values of our educational system –
values informed by community voices.
And yet, the board has also always re-
spected the voice of the taxpayer – espe-
cially in this time of alarming financial
circumstances and unprecedented eco-
nomic stress.

This is a budget that manages tax dollars
efficiently. Although the state agreed that
Westfield has legitimate reasons to in-
crease spending over the state’s initial
calculation, the BOE chose to accept less
than 47 percent of the state’s additional
spending approval, forgoing an additional
$845,000 in taxpayer spending also al-
lowed by the state. In these demanding
economic times, the board felt obligated to
more tightly constrain taxpayer spending.

In the end, our budget priorities make
it clear – in Westfield, kids count. Our
schools are the fabric of our community.
The Westfield board has worked hard to
protect the ‘Westfield Education’ – a pro-
gram that underlies the high achievement
of our children; a program valued by our
community.

Please join me and vote “yes” on April
21, to support the 2009-2010 Westfield
school budget. Vote “yes” to preserve the
“Westfield Education.”

Ginny Leiz
President, Westfield BOE

Brennan for Mayor Is
‘Logical Choice’

It was a genuine pleasure to learn that
Bill Brennan, former Westfield munici-
pal judge, will be seeking the office of
mayor in the next election.

Bill was no stranger to us during the 22
years we lived in Westfield. He is a per-
son of impeccable character, a dedicated
professional and a person who cares about
people and community. He is a no-non-
sense, take charge type of man who takes
responsibility very seriously and has been
long admired by many local citizens, as
well as members of the legal profession.

The people of Westfield should not
judge this race by party affiliation but
should look at the credentials of who is
most qualified to serve as mayor of
Westfield. There should be no doubt that
Bill Brennan is the only logical choice.

Robert and Patricia Sheehan
Hilton Head Island, S.C.

School Budget Retains
‘Rich Experiences’

I am writing in support of the 2009-
2010 Scotch Plains-Fanwood school bud-
get. Like many of us, the members of the
board of education had to face the reali-
ties of a local, state and national economy
in crisis. Their challenge became how to
maintain the high educational standards
of our district while meeting the man-
dates of a 4 percent cap on spending and
a community demanding accountability.

The board of education has achieved
its goal. They have produced a budget,
which maintains all current programs and
is under the 4 percent spending cap.

In fact, after two rounds of reductions
totaling $3.1 million, the budget is well
under the cap, at 3.10 percent. In addition,
the community’s expectations to protect
class size and to offer a range of extra-
curricular activities were realized.

I am not thrilled with the prospect of
paying an activity fee, but I want my
children to have the rich experiences that
programs like sports and music provide. I
am also concerned that if the budget is
defeated, it will be turned over to the local
municipalities.

They will be expected to make deep
cuts in programs and staff. These cuts
would have a devastating impact on the
quality of our children’s education.

The board of education has done its
job. Now it is our turn. Support our
children’s education by voting “Yes” to
the 2009-2010 school budget on Tues-
day, April 21.

Cindy Clancy Warren
Scotch Plains

GET A
REBATE 
UP TO
$1,000
with $0 down 
and 0% interest 
for 6 months
when you buy any qualified
Bryant central A/C system 
from Petro!*

• Affordable monthly payments**

• FREE estimates
• 24/7 customer service

You may be eligible for 2009
tax credits of  up to $1,500 on
installation costs from the
recent Economic Stimulus
Package!†

Call today!
866.254.7645
petro.com

*Subject to credit approval by GE Money. Rebates vary and only apply to new, qualified
Bryant central air conditioning installations. Finance charges accrue from the date of
purchase at the rate in effect and all accrued finance charges for the entire 
promotional period will be added to your account if the purchase is not paid in full by the
end of the promotional period. **Payments vary and are subject to credit approval.
†2009 stimulus HVAC tax credits are available equal to 30% of the installed costs (up to
$1,500) of qualified SEER and EER equipment. Cannot be combined with any other offers.
Must present this ad at time of quote. Offer expires 6/30/09 and the equipment must 
be installed by 7/15/09. Offer is subject to change without notice. Additional terms and
conditions apply. NJ Lic. No. NJ13VH03882400. ©2009 Petro. P_09104

Keep a cool head 
and save this summer 
with Petro!

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Westfield Area YWestfield Area YWestfield Area YWestfield Area Y    
    Summer Camp Summer Camp Summer Camp Summer Camp 

2009200920092009 
One week or entire summer for  

campers 3-15.  

♦ Traditional and Specialty Camps 

♦ Half Day or Full Day  

♦ Before and After Camp Care  

♦ Diverse camp options with  

convenient times 

♦ Weekly Trips 

♦ Highly trained CPR & First Aid  

certified counselors. EMT on staff. 

♦ Fun, age-appropriate activities  

promoting teamwork, self-esteem, 

leadership and development. 

Westfield Area Y  
220 Clark Street  

Robert & Virginia Bauer  

Family Branch 

422 East Broad Street 

Westfield, NJ 07090 * 908-233-2700 

* www.westfieldynj.org 

Financial Assistance Available 

 

Join us on April 18th for 

Healthy Kids Day from 

 1-4 pm at the Main Y 
Facility for a fun-filled 

afternoon of FREE family 

activities! Register for 
camp at Healthy Kids Day 
and receive 5% off any 
week of camp and be 

entered into a drawing to 
win a FREE week of  

Traditional 

Day Camp 
valued at up 
to $268! 

Thank You to Those
Who Helped in Fire

I wish to thank the two police officers,
Chief Kelly and his firefighters, and the
emergency medical team for the prompt,
efficient care they gave me on January 12.
I had dialed 911 when my home took fire.

Shirley Clemens
Westfield

Henkels and McCoy, to fix our streets! I
also don’t see Mr. Haas getting the cau-
tion circle on Summit Court and Arthur
Place corrected.

Cars have to turn into Arthur Place to
avoid hitting the utility pole, putting pe-
destrians at risk (I’m also glad I don’t live
in that corner house….one day they might
have uninvited visitors with vehicle). This
may seem minor to Mr. Haas, but road
repair is a quality of life issue.

Mr. Haas was also quoted saying that
Mayor Skibitsky is “not providing vision
of where the town should be going nor the
leadership to get there.”

Well the mayor is only one person….it
is the whole council that is supposed to
work together to get things done. Which,
if Mr. Haas would stop bucking the other
council members, maybe bi-partisan unity
could help to get things done!

Mr. Haas was right about one quote,
saying Mayor Skibitsky is “genuinely
warm and friendly.” Congratulations for
getting something right!

Mayor Skibitsky is warm and friendly,
and he is genuinely concerned on all
matters affecting Westfield’s residents.
He has opened his office to all residents
for Saturday morning discussions, is tre-
mendously supportive of many business
people and projects and interviews them
on our town channel (36).

Mayor Skibitsky gives tirelessly of his
time and energies to address all issues
concerning our residents.

I voted for him in the past and will do
so again – that’s right, a Democrat who is
proud to vote Republican! Do you know
that New Jersey was only one of three
states back in 1864 that didn’t vote for
President Abraham Lincoln – one of our
greatest presidents ever! The stupid
Democratic machine was even at work
back then!

Michele McIntyre
Westfield

Write whatever you want.
We'll be publish it.

-------------
goleader.com/express


