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History Fun Shows That Westfield
Mayor Alex Williams Was Opposed

Regarding [the caption of past Westfield]
mayors honored on page one of The
Westfield Leader, Thursday, March 26:
Sorry Mr. [Alex] Williams but your facts
are wrong and even though Mr. Frigerio
and Mr. [Allen] Chin may have laughed to
be polite, they knew you were wrong.

You were opposed, and you won by the
“up to then” narrowest of mayoral mar-
gins. I’m sure that The Leader archives
will bear this out. Mr. [Mark] Ciarrocca
was a mere lad at the time but his father
was Mr. Williams’ opponent’s campaign
manager back when he was elected 3rd
Ward councilman in 1964.

That aside, I agree that Westfield can
be very proud of all their mayors who
collectively have made the town one of
the finest in the nation.

Peter Cowles
Westfield

Editor’s Note: Having fun with the
history challenge by Mr. Cowles: Mr.
Williams was elected to Westfield Town
Council in 1968 and was elected mayor
twice, serving from 1974 to 1978. He was
opposed by Mr. Cowles in 1976.

The Westfield Leader
October 17, 1974

Westfield Democratic mayoral candi-
date John D. Fife said today that Repub-
lican candidate Alex Williams’ proposal
for “merit badge” awards for homes “is
ludicrous in the face of Westfield’s need

for intelligent and dynamic leadership.”
November 7, 1974

Williams Mayor-Elect; GOP, Demo-
crats split council races. First Ward Coun-
cilman Alex Williams defeated former
Democratic Councilman John Fife by
1543 votes to succeed Mayor Donn A.
Snyder Jan. l.

October 28, 1976
Peter F. Cowles, Democratic candi-

date for mayor, pledged today an admin-
istration committed to “decisive action
on problems directly affecting the people
of Westfield — public safety, flood con-
trol, senior citizens needs, traffic and street
problems, recreation, anti-crime measures
and preservation of the character of our
town.”

November 4, 1976
Republicans took a clean sweep of

municipal offices in Tuesday’s election,
with Mayor Alexander S. Williams re-
turned to office...

Peter Cowles, 1976

Budget Defeat Could
Damage Arts Education

Over the past month, I have had the
privilege of attending the musicals per-
formed by Westfield High School,
Roosevelt Intermediate School and Edison
Intermediate School. All three perfor-
mances were remarkably well done and
entertaining, demonstrating talent, com-
mitment and hard work by the students
and high-quality instruction and direc-
tion by the dedicated drama staff.

These musicals are an example of the
fine education the Westfield school dis-
trict provides our children. In light of
these wonderful performances, I urge
Westfield residents to vote to pass the
school budget on April 21.

The budget, by necessity, already con-
tains painful cuts that affect all of our
students. If it is defeated, then further
cuts, including cuts to the drama faculty,
may be required, damaging the quality of
our children’s arts education and the repu-
tation of Westfield’s schools and the town
as a whole.

Please vote “Yes” to the school budget
on April 21.

Gabrielle Hecht
Westfield

Reader Says ‘No’ Vote on School
Budget is ‘Not a Bad Idea’

Reader Remembers ‘My Friend
Kirk,’ a ‘Prince Among Men’

On Monday afternoon, there was a
horrific accident at the corner of North
Avenue and East Broad Street. Yet an-
other pedestrian was killed by a car. He
was waiting as he should on the sidewalk
by a crosswalk to cross the street and was
mowed down, dragged and crushed as the
car hit another vehicle. Mercifully, I hope,
his lights went out quickly and com-
pletely.

That pedestrian was my friend, Kirk
Kinkade. He was in his mid thirties, spoke
fluent French and also Spanish (as a result
of having lived in Argentina for a few
years), was working part time at the “Y”
and substituted at Westfield High School
while he prepared to get a teaching job.

By Westfield’s standards, he was but
modestly successful. By my standards
and those slews of friends whose lives
have been touched by his, he was a prince
among men.

Everywhere he went, he made tons of
friends. He was attentive to their feelings
and needs, and when you spoke to him, he
really listened and was interested (I sup-
pose whether he was interested or not).
He wouldn’t know this about himself
because he didn’t have a huge ego and
frequently disavowed these wonderful
traits, but he was a wonderful friend.

I never heard anything from him but
kindness, concern and love of his fellow

men. That this violent and untimely death
should be visited upon Kirk is another
unexplained injustice in this world that
we will never understand.

An ocean full of tears will be shed this
Friday [April 10] as he is laid to rest by his
mother, father and best friend, Duncan.

North Avenue, a street that I have called
home for 25 years and my family for
nearly 80, has become a dangerous place.
A street to be crossed at your peril. Am I
the only Westfielder who finds this alarm-
ing?

I “commute” less than a mile to work
straight down North Avenue and never
does a day go by that I do not see dozens
of violations of the traffic laws (speeding,
cell phone usage, light jumping, jay-walk-
ing, etc.) as I go to work.

Our beautiful town is being marred by
the body count. I call for the police de-
partment to have a zero-tolerance policy
about this flagrant and disturbing disre-
gard for safe driving and pedestrian laws
that have such sad and wasteful results.

Let’s write tickets for offenses that cost
blood and lives and let the parking viola-
tions take care of themselves.

Perhaps Kirk’s death can make us sit
up and take notice finally!

Nancy Humphrey
Westfield

SP-F Superintendent Hayes
Discusses Difficult Budget Choices

How can the board of education pro-
pose a school budget to the citizens of
Westfield without utilizing all financial
resources of the community?

School taxes account for 62 percent of
local funds collected. The taxes increase
annually without fail. In January 1997,
the board majority voted to spend mil-
lions of dollars on 302 Elm Street, a
building with no students at a time when
children were in classrooms in trailers.

Since then, classroom dollars have
flowed into this well-located, energy-
wasting hulk of a building housing only a
few administrators. The question remains
how can the funds from the sale of the
property at 302 Elm Street as well as the
revenue stream from putting it on the tax
rolls be ignored.

A number of large districts in Union
County have administrative offices in-
side school buildings, a wise and eco-
nomic plan. Can the extra space at Edison
Intermediate School be used for this pur-

pose? What about our other school build-
ings?

Over the years, a number of proposals
for relocating the maintenance facility
have been put forward. They all remain
viable. We are grateful that the school
election this year for board members is
contested, breaking the pattern of years of
uncontested ballots.

This brings hope of new vision and
fresh ideas to the board. We are grateful
also for those minority board members in
the past who voted for better planning.

A “no” vote on April 21 will bring a
review of the school budget to town coun-
cil, not a bad idea under these circum-
stances. A “no” vote would be one favor-
able to the young people of Westfield. A
child goes through the school years only
once. All available resources need to be in
the classroom.

Joanne Hone
Westfield

Our proposed school budget for the
2009-2010 school year reflects difficult
choices. Our budget is constrained by the
third year of the 4 percent revenue cap
imposed by the state legislature.

As we began budget preparations, we
anticipated that state aid for districts such
as ours would remain flat and asked all
budget managers to reduce their budgets
between 5 and 10 percent. Even with
these reductions, the budget needed to be
cut by $3.1 million to meet state budget
guidelines. That is the bad news.

The good news is that by carefully
balancing reductions across all school
district operations, the proposed 2009-
2010 budget will support the quality edu-
cation that our students need and deserve.

With the exception of programs that
are experiencing declining enrollments,
no programs have been cut. We are work-
ing to preserve favorable class sizes in the
early primary grades. We are continuing
the renewal of learning resources to keep
our programs current.

Biology texts that are nine years old
will be replaced, and new resources will
support our Advanced Placement Lan-
guage and Composition course. In the
fall, students will benefit from our new
Global Perspectives course for 11th grad-
ers.

Our fine co-curricular program, valued
by our community, will remain strong. To
avoid reductions in athletics, music and
co-curricular clubs and activities, we are
raising revenues through a fee structure,
which we believe is reasonable.

Seventh and eighth graders who par-
ticipate in athletics and/or small group
pull-out instrumental music lessons and

high school students who participate in
any athletic team or co-curricular activity
supported by coach/advisor stipends, will
be assessed a yearly fee of $100 regard-
less of the number of activities the student
selects.

Provisions for economic hardships will
be made. Without the support of these
revenues, the alternative is to reduce these
programs and limit opportunities for our
students.

The reductions to our budget are real,
and 18 positions have been lost. Our
district did not consider asking for waiv-
ers to increase the tax cap and pared back
to operate within a 3.1 percent cap, not the
4 percent permissible by law.

We incorporated suggestions from par-
ents and booster groups in crafting the
activity fee as it is now proposed.

If further reductions are mandated, the
tax savings are minimal. For every
$100,000 cut from our budget, Scotch
Plains taxpayers save an average of $5
annually and Fanwood taxpayers an aver-
age of $8 annually. For the district,
$100,000 equals two teaching positions.

With tight reductions made ahead of
the budget vote on April 21, a budget
defeat can force cuts to classroom and co-
curricular programs. We believe this bud-
get is fiscally sound and responsive to the
economic challenges faced by our com-
munities.

We need your thoughtful vote as we all
work together to make the best of these
challenging times. Our students are count-
ing on us.

Margaret Hayes
School Superintendent

Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Town, State Govt. Must
Ensure People’s Safety
Just hours after the deadly accident,

both the luminary pole and the walk sign
pole had been replaced, the pavement
washed and swept clean of any indication
that a brutal, unnecessary killing of Kirk
had occurred.

Not a word has been said about correct-
ing and improving traffic signage in the
deadliest intersections of Westfield. There
have been several deaths in recent years.
At the time the school board is deciding
whether to raise our taxes 5 percent or 10
percent on everyone, especially retirees,
nothing in council meeting minutes has
been addressing the grievous public safety
situation in town.

The first responsibility of government
is to protect its citizens, and not enough is
being done in Westfield, albeit the county
and the state and federal government-
involved agencies. When will this car-
nage be stopped?

Sam Stone
Westfield

Cartoon is ‘Gratuitous
Attack’ on Educators
The April 9 cartoon by Neseman, which

suggests that cutbacks in school funding
would result only in having secretaries
(rather than professionals) “handle the
football pool,” again underscores The
Leader’s gratuitous attacks on educators
and others who serve the public.

Given recent revelations on the ineffi-
ciencies in the banking and finance indus-
try, some of it bordering on the criminal,
one would think The Leader could do
better than to try to score sarcastic points
against those whose life work is to edu-
cate our children and youth.

Robert Anderson
Westfield

SP-F PTA President
Encourages ‘Yes’ Vote
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE has

continually put forth a fiscally respon-
sible budget and this year is no exception.

Our schools receive less than 8 percent
of funding from the state and federal
governments. This puts the burden on the
community to continue to support strong
academic programs for our students.

With less aid and higher costs, the
district looked to increase its income while
keeping tax increases down. This fall, the
school district will charge modest fees for
pre-school and high/middle school ac-
tivities.

No one wants to add to our families’
financial burden during these economic
times, but the fees are necessary to keep
our existing sports, music and other co-
curricular programs. The SP-F BOE has
listened to your concerns and made modi-
fications to the final budget.

Now, it is your turn to vote. On April
21, I encourage everyone to vote “Yes”
on the school budget and keep our quality
education in the hands of our elected
school officials. Polls are open from 2 to
9 p.m.

Karyn Steele
SP-F PTA Council President

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4 p.m.

Weekend Sports - Monday 12 p.m.
Classifieds - Tuesday 12 p.m.

Ad Reservation - Friday 4 p.m.
To Reach Us

E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
For more information, see

www.goleader.com/help

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Atazir – The influence of a star upon

another, or upon man
2. Perdition – Complete and irrepa-

rable loss; ruin
3. Jennet – A female donkey or small

Spanish horse
4. Pterope – A fruit bat

JETTON
1. A small metal counter used in some

card games
2. A spruce fellow; one who struts or

swaggers
3. A play on words; a pun
4. The wattle of a fowl

PUCELAGE
1. Poise; dignity
2. Feminine beauty; charm
3. Virginity
4. Excessive boldness or confidence

FACUNDITY
1. Directness; honesty
2. Strong; powerful
3. Abundance in holdings, supplies,

etc.
4. Eloquence; readiness of speech

EXTERNAT
1. The outer or visible part
2. A freed slave
3. A day school
4. A wanderer; nomad

Are Mountainside Citizens’ Rights
Now Passé to Unresponsive BOE?

Last week, we wrote on the editorial page that some
Mountainside residents were upset that our newspaper’s
coverage of the Mountainside school system budget was
incomplete. We promised these readers improved cover-
age. Since April 3, using Open Public Records Act (OPRA),
we have attempted to obtain more information from the
school system in time to inform the voters prior to voting
on the budget and candidates for the board of education on
April 21. Regrettably, this has not been possible. The
school system has been stalling and has not provided the
information. We don’t understand why.

April 14, 2009 Letter to Chief School
Administrator Jeanette Baubles, Business
Administrator Roderic McLaughlin;
Mountainside School District

Sent by Fax and by Email
Subject: OPRA Request For Budget

Legal Notices (Last Five Years of Docu-
ments)

Dear Mrs. Baubles and Mr.
McLaughlin:

We have not received the documents
requested by our OPRA filing first deliv-
ered on April 3, 2009. Nor have we heard
from you when and if you intend to sup-
ply this public information, despite our
several Faxes, e-mail exchanges, tele-
phone conversations and unreturned
phone calls.

Your ignoring of, or appearance of
contempt for the OPRA law is regret-
table. Please advise me immediately if
you intend to change your ways on this
matter.

Very truly yours,
Horace Corbin, Publisher
——
From: Paul Peyton, Editor, 4/3/2009
Email To: Jeanette Baubles,  Roderic

McLaughlin,  Sue Nugent - Subject:
OPRA Request: Copies of 2005, 2006,
2007, 2008 and 2009 MS BOE Budget
Legals

Good morning Dr. Baubles and Mr.
McLaughlin, I just faxed over a OPRA
request for Mountainside School budget
legal notices for the past five years. We
have been receiving calls and e-mails
asking us to provide more detailed report-
ing on your budgets as we have done for
years in Westfield. We look forward to
receiving this information. Please let us
know when we can pick them up.

Paul Peyton
——
From: Mountainside School District,

Jeanette Baubles, Friday, April 03
Email To: editor@goleader.com
Cc: Mr. McLaughlin
Subject: RE: OPRA Request: Copies

of 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009 MS
BOE Budget Legals

Good afternoon, Paul:) We are in re-
ceipt of your OPRA request. Please clarify
the specific documents you are request-
ing. In so doing, please be advised that the
school district operates on a fiscal rather
than calendar year.

Dr. Baubles
——
From: Horace Corbin, Publisher, Fri-

day, April 03
To: Jeanette Baubles cc: Mr.

McLaughlin
Subject: Re: OPRA Request: Copies of

2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009 MS
BOE Budget Legals

Hello Jeanette Baubles,
Thank you for getting back to Paul.

He’s out of the office for a few minutes.
Specifically, we seek the following 5
documents:

SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET
STATEMENT FOR THE SCHOOL
YEARS: 2009-2010; 2008-2009; 2007-
2008; 2006-2007 and 2005-2006.

Attached is the equivalent document

Citizens must stand up for their rights, otherwise gov-
ernment will take them away. It’s particularly discourag-
ing at this time of challenges for society. The public needs
complete information to make their best decisions.

When Mountainside residents go to the polls next
Tuesday, we ask them to consider whether their best
interests are being served by not having all the informa-
tion and to “rubber stamp” what they have been fed. This
should remain in everyone’s mind year-round.

Should we receive additional information from the school
system prior to the election, we will post it at goleader.com.

The following is the correspondence with the school system on this matter:
for Westfield, published in our newspa-
per on March 26, 2009 to help clarify the
request. What newspaper did you publish
this in? Thank you for your help. Can you
email these or would we need to pick
them up? If so, when are they available?

regards, Horace Corbin, Publisher
——
From: C. Hinke, 4/6/09, 10:50 a.m.
Email To: Baubles Cc:  McLaughlin
Subject: Re: OPRA Request: Copies of

2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009 MS
BOE Budget Legals

Dear Ms. Baubles, I spoke with Susan
Nugent today and she said you were work-
ing from home today. Can you please tell
us what time and place today we could
pick up the requested legal documents?

Best, Christina Hinke
——
From: Jeanette Baubles, Tuesday, April

07, 2009 7:25 p.m.
Email To: chinke@goleader.com Cc:

McLaughlin; press@goleader.com
Subject: RE: Re: OPRA Request: Cop-

ies of 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009
MS BOE Budget Legals

Good evening, Christina:) As per our
Board policy, OPRA requests are to be
submitted on OPRA request forms before
processed. Please be sure to submit same
keeping in mind that some of what you
are requesting is not necessarily readily
available and will take some time to for-
ward to you.

Dr. Baubles
——
From: Horace Corbin, Wednesday,

April 08, 2009
Dear Mrs. Baubles,
We submitted the OPRA forms last

week; and as you can see in the dialogue
with you below last Friday. Our request is
simple and clear. The information we
seek is required by law to be a published
public notice. Thus, it should be readily
available in your files. The OPRA law,
NJSA 47:1A-1 et seq, is also clear regard-
ing timeliness for the requirement of pub-
lic officials to respond to requests for
information.

“The custodian of a government record
shall permit the record to be inspected,
examined, and copied by any person dur-
ing regular business hours; or in the case
of a municipality having a population of
5,000 or fewer according to the most
recent federal decennial census, a board
of education having a total district enroll-
ment of 500 or fewer, or a public authority
having less than $10 million in assets,
during not less than six regular business
hours over not less than three business
days per week or the entity’s regularly-
scheduled business hours, whichever is
less…”

regards, Horace Corbin, Publisher
——
From: Jeanette Baubles, Wednesday,

April 08, 2009 12:03 p.m., cc: McLaughlin
To: Horace Corbin
Subject: RE: Re: Re: OPRA Request:

Copies of 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and
2009 MS BOE Budget Legals

Good afternoon, Mr. Corbin:) In your
initial OPRA request, you had asked for

calendar year documents. Additionally,
the description you used to identify the
records you might be seeking required us
to ask you for clarification to determine
the specific record you were requesting.

Accordingly, to assist you in your re-
quest, we informed you of a need to revise
and clarify your request. OPRA requires
that requesters identify the specific
record(s) desired and that a records re-
quest form must be used to ask for the
record(s). OPRA also requires that re-
questers must receive a response as soon
as possible, after the custodian receives a
complete and correct request but permits
governmental entities time to retrieve re-
quested documents, which may be in stor-
age or otherwise not immediately avail-
able.

Once we receive the revised OPRA
request form with your recent clarifica-
tion, your request will be processed. We
look forward to hearing from you.

Dr. Baubles
——
From: Christina Hinke, Wednesday,

April 08, 2009 2:25 PM
Email To: Sue Nugent, cc: McLaughlin,

Baubles, editor@goleader.com
Dear Sue, Attached is the new request

for the school budget statements. I will
also fax it over to you as well. Could
please review it and let me know if this is
filled out properly and to the district’s
standards?

Best, Christina Hinke
——
Phone call: Hinke with Nugent, April

08, 2009 2:30 PM. Sue confirmed she
received the revised OPRA request and
has taken it to Mr. McLaughlin; by Chris-
tina Hinke

——
Text of OPRA Request April 8, 2009:
SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET

STATEMENT FOR THE SCHOOL
YEARS: 2009-2010; 2008-2009; 2007-
2008; 2006-2007 and 2005-2006.

Also provide the date of publication
and the newspaper where each of the
above was published. The school district
budget statements referred to are for the
Mountainside School District and it is
preferred that it be supplied to The
Westfield Leader newspaper electroni-
cally by e-mail to editor@goleader.com,
if possible, otherwise please call and we
will pick them up.

——
Editor’s Note April 14: Phone calls to

the Mountainside Schools each business
day since April 8 were unanswered; leav-
ing messages on their answering machine,
calls have not been returned.

April 14, noon; Note from Christina
Hinke: Sue Nugent called saying that
they plan to have the documents to us
tomorrow. She was not sure what time
they would be ready. She said they are
still trying to collect the information and
that the data is “not all in one place.” She
said they were in touch with the newspa-
per to get some of the data. She was not
sure which newspaper that was saying ‘he
has been handling all of that,’ meaning
McLaughlin.

See more letters on pages 16, 17


