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County Begins Grading of
Now-Defunct Golf Course

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLARK — Union County employ-
ees have begun bulldozing the now-
defunct Oak Ridge Golf Course in
Clark. County officials shut the facility
last month over a projected $400,000
operating deficit.

County Manager George Devanney
told The Westfield Leader and The Times
that county workers are “preparing [Oak
Ridge] to use it as a park.” “We are not
planning to go to outside  contractors
for this summer,” said Mr. Devanney,
noting that staff in the county’s Depart-
ment of Parks, Recreation and Com-
munity Renewal would do the work in-
house. He also said meetings are being
held with staff to decide what county
programs might be held at Oak Ridge
this summer. Also, he said workers are
searching for the best location to place
an archery range. A group of archery
enthusiasts attended a recent meeting
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders in
support of installing an archery range
somewhere at Oak Ridge.Walking/bike
paths and ice skating are also under
consideration by county officials.

“It’s going to be a multi-use park,”
county spokesman Sebastian D’Elia
said of Oak Ridge. Officials announced
on Tuesday that the county will hold its
Summer Arts Festival at Oak Ridge on
July 8 and 22 and August 5 and 19.
Family Flix, the county’s outdoor
movie series, will be held at Oak Ridge
on  August 11 and 18.

 The county manager said the grounds
have to be leveled to remove sand traps
and other golf-related features. He also
said a report from a structural-engi-
neering firm is pending with regard to
the Oak Ridge clubhouse, which was
closed due to safety concerns. Mr.

Devanney said rotting trees near the
historic clubhouse also posed a danger’s
to the structure.

Finn: BOE Must Plan
For Long-Term Events

Campaigning for the Westfield Board
of Education has been challenging and
rewarding. I have learned much about our
school system and the talented profes-
sionals who serve our children so well. I
have also learned much about the con-
cerns voiced by many of you – the voters.
I share similar apprehension about the
economy, the budget, property taxes, real-
estate values and, yes, redistricting.

I offer my focus and commitment to get
us through the tough times that lie ahead.
Westfield has a very rich tradition of high
quality education. I am up to the challenge
to collaborate with fellow board members,
the superintendent and other concerned
parties with a sense of accountability, trans-
parency, more open communication and a
commitment to uphold Westfield’s tradi-
tion of educational excellence.

We can no longer allow outside factors
to influence something we hold as pre-
cious as the education of our children. We
must improve upon the way by which we
plan in the long term for events such as
enrollment surges, economic downturns
and the obsolescence of our physical plant
– all in an environment where we will
witness less and less state funding over
the coming years. I will work to ensure we
do not plan from year to year, but in a
more comprehensive manner.

I am confident that my combined experi-
ence in professional services sales, employee-
benefit consulting, fundraising and
volunteerism uniquely qualify me for a posi-
tion on the Westfield Board of Education.

I look forward to your support on Tues-
day, April 21. Thank you and please do
not forget to vote.

David Finn
Westfield
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Ten Candidates File for
Seats on UC Freeholders
By JOSEPH G. AUBOURG

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION COUNTY – Ten candidates
filed last week for three slots on the
Board of Chosen Freeholders, includ-
ing two incumbents. In addition, two
candidates filed for county surrogate.

Mohamed Jalloh of Roselle is the
Democratic nominee to fill the seat of
retiring four-term Freeholder Chester
Holmes. Mr. Jalloh currently serves
as the assistant county counsel and an
adjunct professor at Kean University.

With unemployment on the rise, the
freeholder candidate said he would use
the county’s resources for economic
growth such as “planning assistance,
project oversight, grants and a variety
of loan programs offered through enti-
ties such as the county’s economic de-
velopment division, the Union County
Improvement Authority, the Workforce
Investment Board and the Union County
Economic Development Corporation.”
As a freeholder, he said he would work
on a new jobs initiative “to stabilize the
economy and identify growth segments
for new opportunities.”

Mr. Jalloh  said he would lobby the
governor’s office for property tax re-
form as well as look for more ways to
share services and consolidate gov-
ernmental operations while finding
additional revenue sources “to help
stabilize the burden on homeowners.”

Anthony Sytko, a Garwood Re-
publican councilman, said “there is
not any opposition on the nine-mem-
ber board.” He said that, “No one who
is currently serving in the Board of
Freeholders represents a majority of
Union County. They just represent
the City of Elizabeth. In the last couple
of election cycles for Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, 15 out
of the 21 towns in Union County
voted Republican, but the Democrats
seem to get the majority of their votes
from the eastern part of Union
County.”

Mr. Sytko said, “Most of the mu-
nicipalities in Union County support
the idea of breaking up the county.
Instead of nine at-large members of
the Board of Union County Freehold-
ers, the freeholders would be divided
into nine different parts of the county.”

Republican Nicole Cole of Fanwood
has a background in public policy,
working as an attorney and with the
State Legislature. “Union County has
been ruled by one party for too long,”
she said. “I’m running so we can better
represent the people of Union County
and get rid of the nepotism that sur-
rounds this one-party rule.”

The freeholders’ handling of the
recent decision to close Oak Ridge
Golf Course in Clark, she said, was
void of resident input. “There were
no hearings or forums for the citizens
to voice their concerns and comments
on the closing of the golf course,” she

said. “Many of the residents are now
irate and irritated over its closing
because Ash Brook and Galloping
Hill (golf courses) will be even more
crowded than before.”

“This is not just about a golf course
closing. The problem is that the people
were not represented. Where were the
open meetings? Where are the feasi-
bility studies about closing the course?
What about privatization? It is just
another example of the one-party rule
not being challenged,” she said.

To lure more businesses into Union
County, she said taxes must be cut and
regulation streamlined. “I would work
with all levels of the state and private
enterprise to alter the business land-
scape to bring businesses back to Union
County.” Ms. Cole also said an inde-
pendent county audit needs to be
conducted.“Let’s have our counterparts
justify where the money is going.”

Mr. Miranda was unavailable for
an interview.

Union County Freeholder Chair-
man Al Mirabella said that he wants
to “continue the progress we are mak-
ing in helping to rebuild Union
County’s economy despite the na-
tional recession..” He said the county
has worked with the Obama adminis-
tration to win more than $25 million
in grant money that is being used to
assist the unemployed, expand edu-
cation and job training, create new
jobs, rebuild infrastructure and help
homeowners stay in their houses. The
county also created a a Foreclosure
Task Force to help homeowners stay
in their homes.

“The focus of this taskforce is meet-
ing with counseling agencies to help
provide funding through stimulus
monies for additional counselors and
is also holding meetings with banks
to work out improved terms on this
issue, among its many activities,”
Freeholder Deborah Scanlon said.

GOP surrogate candidate Arthur
Zapolski of Linden said he has 25
years of experience in public service
in the United States Air Force. In
addition, he practiced law for about
30 years and has taught law as an
adjunct professor. As surrogate, he
said would reach out to residents on
the importance of having a will and
to have seminars and open offices
hours.

Incumbent James LaCorte was un-
available for an interview.

Also running for freeholder in the
June Primary Election are Democrats
Carmen Southward of Linden and
Marlena Abitanto of Elizabeth, run-
ning under the slogan “Democrats for
Tax Reductions,” and Harry O. Wyatt,
Jr. and James E. Moore, Sr., both of
Roselle, running under the name
“Roselle Independent Democrats.”
The four candidates did not respond
to repeated interview requests.

Oak Ridge to be
Concert, Movie Park
COUNTY – The Union County Parks

Department is moving quickly to convert
former Oak Ridge Golf Course to Oak
Ridge Park. Outdoor movies and music
are on the schedule for the new park this
summer as part of county’s Summer Arts
Festival and Family Flix series.

“This is a wonderful opportunity for
neighbors to get acquainted with Oak
Ridge as an open public park for all to
enjoy, and it enables us to extend some of
our most popular community services to
more residents,” said Union County Free-
holder Chairman Alexander Mirabella.

This year, the golf course was closed
leaving the county with two public golf
courses, Ash Brook and Galloping Hill.

The Union County Summer Arts Fes-
tival of free outdoor concerts has been on
the region’s cultural scene since 1961. It
has been held in various Union County
parks, most recently at Echo Lake. This
summer, the Summer Arts Festival will
alternate locations weekly, starting with
July 1 at Echo Lake and July 8 at Oak
Ridge. The other Oak Ridge dates are
July 22, August 5, and August 19. All
concerts will start at 7:30 p.m.

Family Flix, the county’s free outdoor
summer movie series, will also alternate
between Oak Ridge and other county
parks. The Oak Ridge dates are August 11
and 18, and the films will start at 8:45 p.m.

Attendees at all of the events are en-
couraged to bring picnics, blankets, and
lawn chairs. Food vendors are also avail-
able for drinks and snacks.

Oak Ridge is at the southern border of
the county between Clark and Scotch
Plains, adjacent to the county’s Ash Brook
Reservation and Ash Brook Golf Course.
For more information, call the county
parks department at (908) 527-4900.

Springfield Council Mulls
Budget and Expenses

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and Times

SPRINGFIELD – The Springfield
Township Committee on Tuesday nar-
rowly approved a resolution to allow
the township emergency management
coordinator and deputy coordinator
to spend $990 for equipment at a
convention in Dayton, OH.

The committee is made up of five
members, including the mayor. Each
member is elected to a three-year
term. There are currently four Demo-
crats and one Republican on the com-
mittee.

The resolution authorized the em-
ployees, who are attending the con-
ference at their own expense, to pur-
chase equipment they feel the town-
ship needs. The money was previ-
ously appropriated in their budget,
but the expense requires township
committee approval.

During the pre-meeting workshop,
Republican Committeeman Ziad An-
drew Shehady questioned the ex-
pense, stating that there is nothing the
township needs at this time.

It was explained that the amount is
not required to be spent, but rather an
allowance to buy items at the trade
show that they feel the township needs.

Committeeman Ken Faigenbaum
said there is no guarantee they won’t
“come back with comic books and
playboys.”

Mr. Shehady said that while he
didn’t think the employees would be
irresponsible, he was uncomfortable,
“giving them a blank check to spend
money for stuff they don’t need.”

Deputy Mayor Beth Manes said
that she would like to have seen ex-
amples of things bought in past years
and that she felt this was the wrong
year to be approving this type of
expenditure.

The resolution passed in a 3-2 vote
with Committeeman Faignebaum and
Deputy Mayor Manes voting no. Mr.
Shehady ultimately approved the reso-
lution stating that he, “hope(s) they
don’t spend” the money.

Resident Sanford Weinger was the
only resident to speak during the pub-
lic comment portion of the meeting.
Mr. Weinger spent his allotted 10
minutes questioning the “miscella-
neous” category under each
department’s budget. He stated that
this item should be reduced in all
departments and suggested that this
line was being used to “hide” expen-
ditures.

Committeeman Feigenbaum, who
is also a Certified Public Accountant
(CPA), said that it is “not a mode of

hiding numbers” and explained that it
would be impossible to itemize every
item in such a large budget.

The committee is still working on
the municipal budget and has not set
a date for its introduction as of press
time. The current draft budget avail-
able on their website would allocate
nearly $28 million for municipal ex-
penses, an approximately $2 million
increase over 2008.

Mr. Shehady, the finance chairman,
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
the committee still has a lot of work to
do on the budget and has not made a
decision yet on the state’s offer to
allow town to defer this year’s pen-
sion contribution.

Also in attendance at the meeting
were Republican committee candi-
dates Marc Krauss and Jerry
Fernandez, who are running against
incumbent Ms. Manes and Mr.
Faigenbaum.

The committee members chose not
to make public comments so that the
members could attend the Spring-
field board of education candidates’
night, which was also being held on
Tuesday night.


