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POLICE BLOTTER

MOMENT IN CANDLELIGHT...Approximately 100 people gather at an an the
corner of North Avenue and E. Broad Street in Westfield on Monday evening for
a candlelight vigil in memory of Kirk Kinkade, who was struck by a car and killed
there one week earlier.

FANWOOD MOMs NIGHT...MOM’s (men on a mission), guys from Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, get together monthly to share food and drink at the Sun
Tavern. Subjects include sports, news, bad jokes, family, college and - oh yeah
- religion. No committees, no dues, no commitment. It is a guy thing. Call the
church at (908) 889-8891 for more information.

Malool Open to Citizen
Budget Advisory Group

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Nancy
Malool said on Tuesday that she is open
to the idea of a committee of residents to
provide input to township officials on the
municipal budget, similar to a panel as-
sembled by Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr.

At Tuesday night’s council meeting,
the mayor, in response to a question from
Elsie LeStrange, called the idea of a citi-
zens budget committee “an interesting
concept,” saying, “The budget is the most
important thing an elected official has to
do.” She admitted that, at first, she was
skeptical of the concept, saying she had
believed it to be “an abdication of respon-
sibility,” but after mulling it over, she had
come to believe there was “nothing bad
about it.”

She said Mayor Mahr was planning to
send her information on the committee
and its functions, but said it was too late
to form such a group in Scotch Plains to
advise on this year’s budget.

Mayor Malool said that, typically, pub-
lic interest in budget meetings is weak,
given that “we never have had a signifi-
cant turnout” at those sessions. “I never
saw a great interest.” But she said a citi-
zens advisory group is something that
“we might look at next year.”

In the meantime, she told Mrs.
LeStrange that “we have an open budget
process” that include public budget meet-
ings in the weeks preceding the budget’s
introduction and ultimate adoption. When
Mrs. LeStrange asked whether these meet-
ings were publicly advertised, the mayor
said they were.

“I haven’t seen it,” Mrs. LeStrange told
the mayor, who then reminded her that
the council has yet to hold any budget
meetings this year. When Mrs. LeStrange
asked whether the council was holding a
budget meeting after that evening’s regu-
lar meeting, as some in attendance be-
lieved, the mayor said the post-meeting
session was a discussion regarding per-
sonnel matter that was closed to the pub-
lic, as required by law.

Mayor Malool said once the council
receives detailed budget recommenda-
tions, it will hold public meetings to re-
view spending and tax options for 2009.
“If there are residents who have ideas, I’d
welcome it,” she said, a sentiment echoed
publicly on Tuesday by Councilman
Dominick Bratti.

Councilman Kevin Glover said that, in
an effort to further inform residents about
the process, the township website should
be updated with budget meeting dates and
that the meetings themselves should be
moved to a larger room so that more
residents who are interested could attend.

this bad.”
In other business, the council intro-

duced an ordinance to set a $100 fee
to be paid to the township by any
entity that requires the use of a police
vehicle for any off-duty assignment,
such as patrolling an area where util-
ity work is being done. The ordinance
will be voted on at the council’s Tues-
day, April 28 meeting.

The council approved the appoint-
ment of Tom Cusmano as a member
of the board of the Scotch Plains
Management Corp., the entity that
will manage the Special Improve-
ment District.

Earlier in the meeting, Alex DiPace,
on behalf of American Legion Post
209 and the Sons of the American
Legion, presented the council with a
check for $1,218 to replace worn-out
flags that fly from utility poles in the
downtown business district.

Steve Goldberg said the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional As-
sociation (SPBPA) and the Fanwood
Business and Professional Associa-
tion will hold their annual spring fling
dinner dance on Friday, May 1, at The
Westwood in Garwood. Proceeds
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Scotch Plains Layoffs

Westfield
Tuesday, April 7, Stella B. Kennon,

34, of Plainfield was arrested on the 600
block of West South Avenue on a Clifton
traffic warrant. She was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, where she
was processed and released after posting
$89 bail.

Tuesday, April 7, Jorge F. Quinche,
25, of Newark was arrested and charged
with hindering apprehension for alleg-
edly providing false information to po-
lice after being stopped for a motor ve-
hicle violation at Central Avenue and
Clifton Street. He was released on his
own recognizance with a summons.

Wednesday, April 8, Darryl Smith, 46,
of Plainfield was arrested on the 400
block of West South Avenue on out-
standing warrants after being stopped
for not wearing his seatbelt. They in-
cluded a traffic warrant for $1,313 and a
criminal warrant for $750, both from
Piscataway, and a criminal warrant for
$500 from Plainfield. He also was wanted
on an outstanding no-bail criminal war-
rant issued by the Greensboro, N.C. po-
lice department.

Smith was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Piscataway
Police Department because he could not
post bail. Greensboro authorities would
not extradite Smith on their charges.
Smith was issued traffic summonses for
failure to wear a seatbelt and operating a
motor vehicle with a suspended driver’s
license.

Wednesday, April 8, the owner of a
property on the 100 block of New Street
reported multiple acts of criminal mis-
chief had occurred at the property some-
time within a period of several weeks
before the report was made. While ex-
tensive vandalism to the interior of a
building there was reported, the value of
the damage was unknown.

The following day, four male juve-
niles – all from Westfield – were ar-
rested and charged with criminal tres-
pass for allegedly causing the damage.
They reportedly were discovered at the
New Street property and subsequently
fled the scene. Police arrested them in
the downtown Westfield area and trans-
ported them to headquarters, where
they were processed and released to
their parents. The matter is under in-
vestigation by the police department’s
Juvenile Bureau.

Wednesday, April 8, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation,
Kyle Fleming, 20, of Westfield was ar-
rested at East Broad Street near Elm
Street on an outstanding Piscataway traf-
fic warrant for $140. Fleming was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Thursday, April 9, Anthony Rosei, 21,
of Westfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing Westfield traffic warrant for $99 after
a motor vehicle stop at East Broad Street
and Euclid Avenue. He was released
after posting bail.

Thursday, April 9, Keith Autocunas,
30, of North Plainfield was arrested and
charged with possession of drug para-
phernalia after a motor vehicle stop at
North Avenue and Clark Street. He was
released on his own recognizance.

Thursday, April 9, a residence on the
700 block of Willow Grove Road was
burglarized sometime between April 4
and 9. An X-box video game console,
laptop computer, iPod docking station,
Bose radio system, multiple video games
and $400 in cash were taken from the
home.

Thursday, April 9, a resident of the
800 block of Harding Street reported
that his motor vehicle was damaged
through criminal mischief while it was
parked in the street sometime between
April 8 and 9. The rear window was
smashed and the driver side mirror was
damaged.

Thursday, April 9, Jeffrey Kiernan,
30, of Roselle Park was arrested at West
South and Summit Avenues on a charge
of hindering apprehension and an out-
standing criminal warrant from Green-
wich Township for $1,500. Kiernan al-
legedly gave police officers a false name
during a traffic stop. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, issued
a summons for hindering apprehension
and turned over to the Greenwich Town-
ship Police Department.

Sunday, April 12, Bruce Munoz, 22,
of North Plainfield was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop at North Avenue and
Crossway Place and charged with hin-
dering apprehension. Munoz allegedly
provided false information to police. He
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released with
summonses.

Monday, April 13, Kevin Chamberlin,
30, of Bethlehem, Pa. was arrested on an
outstanding Flemington Township traf-
fic warrant for $250 after a motor vehicle
stop in the area of North Avenue and
Tuttle Parkway. He was released on his
own recognizance with a court date pend-
ing.

Scotch Plains
Monday, April 6, Diahelba Hernandez,

36, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
charges of theft of services and identity
theft. According to police, authorities
conducted an investigation into an inci-
dent reported by a victim claiming some-
one was using his credit card to make
unauthorized purchases. After a month-
long investigation, authorities arrested
Hernandez, police said. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where she
was processed and released.

Tuesday, April 7, a resident of Route
22 reported that someone smashed the
side window of his motor vehicle with a
rock, causing approximately $100 worth
of damage.

Tuesday, April 7, Clifford Behler, 30,
of Rahway was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
He was processed and released.

Thursday, April 9, Jobill Rama, 28, of
Piscataway was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
He was processed and released.

Saturday, April 11, Tarik Cole, 23, of
Neptune was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed and released.

Saturday, April 11, Kimba Hall, 31, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was processed and released.

Saturday, April 11, a resident of
Valleyscent Avenue reported that her

neighbor has been harassing her by con-
stantly ringing her doorbell and asking
to talk to her.

Fanwood
Tuesday, April 7, a resident of the 50

block of Glenwood Road reported that
someone entered his unlocked motor ve-
hicle while it was parked in the street and
removed $10 from his wallet, which had
been left in the center console.

Wednesday, April 8, Jasmine
Matthews, 25, of Hollywood, Fla. was
arrested after a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road on an active Roselle Park
warrant in the amount of $250. She was
processed and released.

Thursday, April 9, Jean Michel, 29, of
Tobyhanna, Pa. was arrested after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on South Avenue for
allegedly driving with a suspended li-
cense and an active warrant out of Or-
ange. She was processed and released.

Friday, April 10, a resident of Grey
Terrace reported that someone dumped
leaves in the bed of his truck while it was
parked in the street.

Sunday, April 12, Mustafa Hicks, 20,
of Plainfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license
and an outstanding Plainfield warrant.
He was processed and released.

Monday, April 13, Melqui Deleon, 23,
of Plainfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road for allegedly
driving with a suspended license and
providing police with false documenta-
tion. According to police, it was later
determined he was wanted by the Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement
agency for violation of his immigration
status. He was processed and turned over
to Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment, where he will be processed and
deported back to Guatemala.

Monday, April 13, Zeeshaan Murad,
24, of Watchung was arrested on an
outstanding Franklin Township warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on South Av-
enue. He was processed and released.

Monday, April 13, Tiffany Borom, 27,
of Plainfield was arrested after a field
investigation on Martine Avenue on an
outstanding Plainfield warrant in the
amount of $2,500 and a Somerset County
no-bail warrant. She was processed and
turned over to the Somerset County
Sheriff’s Department.

Mountainside
Tuesday, April 7, a resident of Sunny

Slope Drive reported that her license
plate was stolen from her vehicle while
she was away.

Tuesday, April 7, Carlos M. Lopes,
26, of Elizabeth was arrested for an out-
standing warrant out of Roselle Park in
the amount of $500 after a motor vehicle
stop.

Tuesday, April 7, Steven L. Ranne, 48,
of Garfield was picked up at Delaney
Hall in Newark for contempt of court. He
was held until his court appearance sched-
uled for Wednesday, April 8.

Tuesday, April 7, Kenneth J. Wall, 27,
of Garwood was arrested after she was
observed by police dumping wood chips
on a residential property and was found
to have a Union County Sheriff’s De-
partment no-bail warrant. He was pro-
cessed and turned over the Union County
Sheriff’s Department.

Wednesday, April 8, Ricardo Garvin,
35, of Orange was arrested at the Essex
County jail for an outstanding warrant
out of Mountainside in the amount of
$1,200 and Union in the amount of $665.

Wednesday, April 8, Christopher M.
Seto, 20, of Springfield was arrested for
possession of drug paraphernalia after
being stopped for a motor vehicle viola-
tion. According to police, the officer
smelled the odor of burnt marijuana com-
ing from the vehicle at the time of the
stop and a subsequent search revealed
the paraphernalia in the glove compart-
ment.

Wednesday, April 8, a resident of Wild
Hedge Lane reported that she is missing
25 pieces of jewelry valued at $40,000
which she last saw approximately three
years ago. According to police her house
is under construction and she placed a lot
of her personal items in storage contain-
ers but is not sure if the jewelry was
placed in the storage containers or not.
She noticed the jewelry was missing
three months ago and has been searching
for it ever since.

Friday, April 10, Joseph A. Vizcaya,
20, of Berkeley Heights was arrested for
possession of under 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana after a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22 for an unsafe lane
change.

Sunday, April 12, a resident of New
Providence Road reported that someone
knocked his mailbox off the post. Ac-
cording to police, the victim stated that
the incident could be related to the nu-
merous harassing phone calls he has
received and reported to police in the
past. An investigation of the scene re-
vealed tire tracks that appeared to leave
the roadway in front of the house, strike
the mailbox, damage several plants, as
well as upend two large rocks before
going back onto the roadway, police
said.

Sunday, April 12, police responded to
a dispute at a Route 22 gas station. Ac-
cording to police, Jill Perry-Doggett was
attempting to fill her vehicle with gas but
was advised by the attendant to move her
car because her gas tank was on the other
side. While attempting to move her car
she backed into the vehicle driven by
Prem K. Sreenivasan, police said.

Perry-Doggett told police that
Sreenivasan allegedly came to her driver’s
side window after she struck his vehicle
and began to curse and scream at her
while pointing his finger in her face,
police reported. According to police,
Perry-Doggett asked him to get out of
her face and pushed Sreenivasan away
and Sreenivasan retaliated by punching
her in the face at which point the gas
station attendant became involved and 9-
1-1 was called.

The suspect told police that when he
approached Perry-Doggett’s window she
allegedly became very agitated and then
punched him for no reason. According to
police, he claimed that as he was walking
back to his vehicle, she picked up the
window washing squeegee with the in-
tent to strike him. Both parties were
escorted to headquarters where they filled
out complaint interview forms for simple
assault.

Police Charge 19-Yr.-Old
With Setting Carleton Fire

WESTFIELD — The Westfield police
and fire departments responded to a report
of a basement fire of an apartment building
in the 500 block of Carleton Road.

Upon arrival, the fire department en-
countered a working basement fire and
had the fire under control within 15 min-
utes. However, Westfield Police Captain
David Wayman said the fire caused the
evacuation of approximately 75 people
from the apartment building and required
the response of the Red Cross to provide
assistance to the residents.

There were no injuries to the residents
or any emergency responding personnel.

Patrol officers in the area of the fire
located a suspicious male later identified as

Justin Hendrix, 19, of Westfield who was
stopped and questioned. An investigation
that lasted through the night led by Detec-
tive Barron Chambliss of the Westfield
Police Department with the assistance of
the Union County Arson Task Force and the
Union County Sheriff’s Department con-
cluded that Hendrix broke into the base-
ment and used an accelerant to start the fire
in the basement, authorities said.

Hendrix was charged with aggravated
arson, two counts of burglary and two
counts of criminal mischief and is being
held on $75,000 bail.

from the dinner benefit the groups’
scholarship fund, and Mr. Goldberg
said a new scholarship fund is being
established in memory of Ray Par-
don, SPBPA’s founder who died last
fall. Those needing tickets or other
information about the dinner can con-
tact Mr. Goldberg at (908) 322-1800
or Lisa Mohn at 322-4999.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Mayor Malool issued a proclamation
declaring the week of April 13 as Cub
Scout Week. The council also con-
gratulated Alexander Ebeling for
achieving the rank of Eagle Scout in
the Boy Scouts of America. Another
proclamation was issued declaring
the week of May 3 as Relay for Life
Week.

On the evening of Friday, May 8,
the Relay for Life will be held to raise
money for the American Cancer So-
ciety (ACS). Two high school repre-
sentatives from Students Movement
Against Cancer (SMAC) attended the
council’s meeting and urged residents
to donate money, noting that in the
past eight years, SMAC has raised
several hundred thousand dollars for
ACS.

Scotch Plains-FW Schools
Support Troops Overseas

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
— The Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-
F) PTA’s will join Operation Shoebox
NJ once again to support American
men and women in the armed forces
from April 13 to May 7.

Personal care items such as sun
block and lip balm, and snacks such
as individually wrapped snack bars,
powdered drinks and pop-top canned
foods will be collected at each school
and the public libraries.

Local PTA’s want to reach the goal
of collecting enough donations from
the community and schools to sur-
pass last year’s collection of 640
boxes.

Students at SP-F Elementary
schools will prepare special greeting
cards for each box. Both middle
schools will host a soldier’s visit to
learn about the troop’s activities. They
will hear how the soldiers feel about
getting such packages from the com-
munity and children and share with
the students the importance of the
boxes. High school students will as-
sist in the packing event that will be
held at Park Middle School on May 9.

Any area resident can request that
a package be sent directly to someone
they know who is serving in the armed
forces overseas.

Call PTA Council Member Deb

Brody at (908) 233-1323 or e-mail
her at brodypta@aol.com with con-
tact information and expected date of
return to the states, or with any ques-
tions.

The Post Office charges full rate to
ship the boxes to the men and women
serving overseas. Community mem-
bers can make monetary donations to
help ship the boxes by going to the
Operation Shoebox NJ website at
opshoeboxnj.org.

Donations of the following items
are most frequently requested by
American troops in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, and can be dropped off in the
collection boxes at any SP-F public
library. Items must be in original pack-
aging and aerosol items cannot be
shipped overseas. The items are: lip
balm, athletic socks, sun block (small
travel size), most wipes (small travel
size), gum, bug spray (non-aerosol),
bars of soap, small boxes of cereal,
shampoo bottles (small travel size),
deodorant (non-aerosol), all sizes of
batteries, powdered drink mixes, ce-
real, snack granola bars (individually
wrapped), hard candy, hot chocolate
packets, small bags of trail mix, pea-
nuts, pretzels, small cans of tuna with
pop-tops, small can of fruit with pop-
tops, individual packets of microwave
popcorn.

tricts 19 and 20: Coles Elementary
School Lobby, 16 Kevin Road, and
District 22: Southwyck Village Club
House, 1 Carriage Drive.

Fanwood Polling Places are as fol-
lows: Districts 1 and 2: Borough Hall,
75 North Martine Avenue; District 3:
Children’s Specialized Hospital,
South Avenue; Districts 4 and 5: Terrill
Road Bible Chapel; Districts 6 and 7:
Fanwood Memorial Library.

In surrounding towns, Westfield
voters will choose three candidates
out of a field of five for BOE seats and
vote on a school tax levy of $78.2
million for an average increase of
$234 on a home assessed at $180,000.
Incumbent Jane Clancy and newcom-
ers David Finn, Richard Mattessich,
Michael McLane and Kathy Monteiro
are seeking the three open seats on
the nine-member board.

In Garwood, incumbents Adele

September, when new permit parking
regulations went into effect on other
streets near Birchwood.

“The bottom line is, there are solu-
tions to the short-term problem,” said
Ms. Dolce, but she said that “we can’t
get our arms around parental coop-
eration [to get] kids not to drive to
school.”

Ms. Dolce said a meeting was re-
cently held with Birchwood residents,
borough officials, and the police de-
partment and she said that addressing
the problem “is a ball that’s rolling.”

“It takes time,” added Councilman
David Valian, who said the borough
is “in the process” of proposing per-
mit parking on Birchwood and coor-
dinating with Scotch Plains officials.

“I know it takes time,” said Coun-
cilman Anthony Parenti, who then
suggested that the borough “go for a
90-day emergency resolution” to ad-
dress the problem while a formal or-
dinance is drafted, introduced, and
considered for adoption in time for
next school year.

The governing body agreed to move
ahead with Councilman Parenti’s idea.

In other business Tuesday night,
the governing body approved a pair
of resolutions relating to shared mu-
nicipal services.

First, the council adopted a mea-
sure establishing a Shared Services
Study Committee, which is sched-
uled to hold its first meeting this
morning. The panel consists of Mayor
Mahr, Council President Dolce, Coun-
cilman Valian and Borough Clerk Ad-
ministrator Eleanor McGovern.

Councilwoman Joan Wheeler said
the committee “will be looking at all
services that might be shared be-
tween” Fanwood and Scotch Plains.
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Fanwood Parking
Next, the council adopted a resolu-

tion authorizing the borough to apply
for a $100,000 state grant to finance
potential shared services initiatives
between the two municipalities.

Councilwoman Wheeler said
Scotch Plains will be the “lead
agency” in the administration of the
local program, but both mayors will
have the final call on any shared ser-
vices proposals submitted by the two
towns.

Councilwoman Dolce also reported
that the borough’s recently formed
Budget Advisory Commission plans
one more meeting within the next
month before submitting a report to
the governing body in May.

The panel was charged by Mayor
Mahr with helping the borough work
through the municipal budget pro-
cess and addressing budget issues or
challenges.

The borough has applied for
$100,000 in state “extraordinary aid”
this year to help finance its budget, so
the governing body will wait for word
on its aid application before finaliz-
ing its introduced budget and holding
a final public hearing and vote.

In the meantime, the governing
body Tuesday night approved mea-
sures authorizing “temporary emer-
gency appropriations” and estimated
tax bills for the third quarter to keep
the borough operating.

Finally, Council President Dolce
said a “grand reopening” is sched-
uled for May 2 at three businesses
that have located in the downtown
redevelopment area’s newest build-
ing.

“Hopefully, this will stimulate other
businesses to locate in Fanwood,”
Ms. Dolce said.

Lewis, Barbara Greet, and Russell
Graham are unopposed in their quest
for three BOE seats. Voters will also
decide the fate of a proposed $6.3
million school tax levy, which would
hike taxes by $107 for a home as-
sessed at $103,000.

Mountainside voters will decide
the fate of a $12.6-million school tax
levy in support of a $14.1-million
budget. The budget would raise taxes
$147 per year on a home assessed at
$165,000. Also, incumbent Mary Beth
Schaumberg and newcomer Jorge
Batista are running unopposed for
two board seats. Incumbent Joseph
Tinnirella did not file for re-election.

2009 School Election
Data at State Website
TRENTON — Voters in more than 90

percent of New Jersey’s communities will
take part in the 2009 Annual School Elec-
tion on Tuesday, April 21. On the ballot
will be a total of more than 1,600 local
board of education positions, 548 pro-
posed annual school budgets, 11 second
questions, and 19 school construction
proposals. For more information, see the
New Jersey School Board Association
website at njsba.org.

UNICO Needs
Donations for Troops
WESTFIELD – UNICO needs further

donations to support room renovations at
the Westfield Armory for use by troops
coming home from Iraq in two months.
So far, the organization has raised ap-
proximately $1,225 for the renovations.
The organization is still in need of do-
nated furniture, a CD/stereo system and a
flat screen TV, or the monies to buy them.

It has fulfilled its need for volunteers
for painting on May 2. Dave Lovato thanks
everyone for their support. For more in-
formation, contact him at
alovato2@verizon.net.
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Area Votes This Tuesday

MS-BOE Discusses
Evacuation, Budget

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — At Tuesday
night’s Board of Education (BOE) meet-
ing, Chief School Administrator Jeanette
Baubles provided an update on the March
16 evacuation of Beechwood and
Deerfield schools. Mrs. Baubles met with
Police Chief James Debbie, Jr. earlier that
day. “A juvenile from Elizabeth made the
phone call in error,” Mrs. Baubles said.

The BOE mailed a newsletter to bor-
ough residents on Wednesday. The $14.1-
million proposed budget for fiscal year
2009-2010 will cost the average home-
owner an increase of $147 annually, ac-
cording to Business Administrator
Roderic McLaughlin. The increase is 3.6
percent. Two board seats, three-year terms
each, are open. Two candidates are run-
ning unopposed: incumbent Mary Beth
Schaumberg and newcomer Jorge Batista.
The polls will be open on Tuesday, April
21 from 2 to 9 p.m.

The Leader/Times asked why
Mountainside did not have cuts to staff
and activities such as other towns. Board
member Joseph Tinnirella said, “Those
guys (Mr. McLaughlin and the finance
committee) monitor it (the budget) so
closely. They’re on top of it. We don’t
have a lot, so we don’t spend a lot.”

Mr. McLaughlin said the New Jersey
State Legislature voted to reduce school
aid statewide on March 17 (by $75 mil-
lion according to the Legislature’s
website). Mountainside’s reduction was
$36,994. The district has the option of
deferring pension obligation payments in
the amount of $83,183 for 15 years at the
rate of 8.25 percent.

The BOE voted unanimously in favor
of going forward with the budgeted ex-
penditure of the pension payment sched-
uled for April 25, ahead of the April 30
deadline.

During her remarks, Mrs. Baubles said
Mr. McLaughlin and she had met with a
reporter from The Local Source on Tues-
day morning to “provide him with budget
information for a story he is writing. I
gave him my contact information, sug-
gesting he call me if he had any other
questions about the budget,” she said.

“Looking ahead to future collabora-
tions with our local newspapers, it is my
sincere hope that The Westfield Leader
will begin to utilize a similar approach in
their communications with the
Mountainside Schools staff members as
we value our partnership with that publi-
cation as well,” she continued. “This will
begin with our request for The Leader to
refrain from writing articles that suggest
that the Mountainside School District staff
members are not as forthcoming as they
should be specific to requests for infor-
mation. Clearly, this is not the case as
highlighted in our reputed experience with
The Local Source.”

“We’ve always been open. That edito-
rial was grand standing,” said board Vice-
President Gene Nagel about The Westfield
Leader’s coverage of the BOE.


