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SP-F School BOE
Corrects Tax  Calc.

FANWOOD – The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Public Schools announced
Tuesday that the estimated tax im-
pact (increase in property taxes for
schools for the coming year) of the
proposed 2009-2010 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school budget is a $407
increase for a Fanwood home as-
sessed at $84,000 and not a $458
increase, as previously reported.

The school system said this correc-
tion was based on the Borough of
Fanwood’s updated net tax ratable
information.

Vote in School Election:Vote in School Election:Vote in School Election:Vote in School Election:Vote in School Election: Tuesday, April 21; In Scotch Plains, polls open from 2 to 9 p.m.Tuesday, April 21; In Scotch Plains, polls open from 2 to 9 p.m.Tuesday, April 21; In Scotch Plains, polls open from 2 to 9 p.m.Tuesday, April 21; In Scotch Plains, polls open from 2 to 9 p.m.Tuesday, April 21; In Scotch Plains, polls open from 2 to 9 p.m.

Lance Rally at Westfield:
‘Tax Day Bad Day For NJ’

WESTFIELD – Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th, Union) held a news
conference Wednesday – Tax Day – at
the Westfield Post Office to call for
the end of skyrocketing federal, state
and local taxes that “unfairly burden
New Jersey taxpayers.”

“Today is Tax Day, and for millions
of America’s working families, that
means it’s time to pay the taxman.
Here in New Jersey, our working fami-
lies know much, far too much, about
paying the taxman,” said Rep. Lance.
“Garden State residents have one of
the highest costs of living in the coun-
try – including skyrocketing federal,
state and local taxes. This year, New
Jersey taxpayers – myself included –
are saying ‘enough is enough.’ From
the Governor’s Mansion in Princeton
to the White House in Washington,
our executive branch leaders are pro-
posing to raise taxes on New Jersey
families who simply can’t take it any-
more.”

Rep. Lance also announced his plans
to introduce legislation to protect the
mortgage interest tax deduction for
more than 170,000 New Jersey tax
filers.

He said that the President’s budget,
as currently written, “unfairly targets
tens of thousands” of Seventh Con-
gressional District homeowners who
already face one of the highest costs
of living in the nation – especially
through skyrocketing income and
property taxes. He said the President’s
fiscal year 2010 budget proposes to
reduce the mortgage deduction from
35 to 28 percent on those households
making more than $250,000.

“My constituents are not ‘super
rich.’ They are hard-working, middle-
class families facing some of the high-
est taxes in the country,” said Mr.
Lance at the Westfield Post Office.
“The mortgage tax deduction allows
New Jersey’s homeowners to keep
more of what they earn. It makes
absolutely no sense to propose rais-
ing taxes on homeowners and home
buyers at a time of economic crisis.”

According to the National Asso-
ciation of Realtors (NAR), more than
173,000 New Jersey tax filers earn
enough to be adversely affected by
the proposed cut — the fifth highest
total in the nation. NJ-NAR President
Diane Dilzell supported Rep. Lance
at the event, saying, “In a costly state
like New Jersey, limiting the amount
of mortgage interest a family can
deduct from their taxes will have a
significant negative impact on hous-
ing recovery efforts and limit many
people’s ability to enter the housing
market. We greatly appreciate Con-
gressman Lance’s efforts on behalf of
New Jersey’s realtors and
homeowners.”

Rep. Lance also talked with tax-
payers mailing their federal tax re-
turns at the Westfield post office.

According to the Americans for
Tax Reform, New Jersey taxpayers
will spend 211 days a year working
just to cover the cost of government –
the second highest burden nationally.
New Jersey also has the highest state
and local tax burden, the second high-
est business tax burden and the state
collects more property taxes per capita
than any other jurisdiction.
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Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PERMIT PARKING, PLEASE...Birchwood Terrace resident Jennifer Fazio, at
podium, explains her parking concerns to the Fanwood Borough Council. Seated,
from left, are: Councilman Russell Huegel, Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
and Borough Attorney Dennis Estis. See story on this page.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW HOME...The Mets opened their new Citi Field home in New York on
Monday night, losing to the San Diego Padres before a sold-out crowd of 42,000.

SID to Meet on April 29
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Business Improvement Dis-
trict Management Corporation will
meet on Wednesday, April 29, at 7
p.m. in the Bertha Curran Meeting
Room of the Scotch Plains Public
Library, located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue. Promotions and manager ac-
tions will be taken.

SP-F to Vote Tuesday on $71.1 Mil.
School Tax; Candidates Unopposed

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains and Fanwood voters on Tues-
day will decide the fate of a school tax
levy of $71.1 million to support a
total budget of $80.8 million. There
are no competitive races in the board
of education (BOE) election this year.

If the budget were passed, school
taxes would rise $407 for a home in
Fanwood assessed at $84,000 and
$246 for a home assessed at $121,000
in Scotch Plains; 7.2 percent and 3.7
percent, respectively.

In terms of BOE seats, three seats
are open for election, and one seat is
open to fulfill the remaining year of a
three-year term. Incumbents Norman

“Trip” Whitehouse of Fanwood, board
president, and Betty Anne Woerner
of Scotch Plains have filed petitions
for re-election along with newcomer
Karen Kulikowski. Linda Nelson of
Scotch Plains is not running again
after serving nine years on the board.

Board member Jane Costello of
Scotch Plains recently resigned after
serving two years of a three-year term,
leaving that seat vacant as no applica-
tions were received. A write-in candi-
date would need 10 votes to be elected
to the vacant seat. Polls will be open
from 2 to 9 p.m.

Mr. Whitehouse was first elected to
the BOE in 2002, but was defeated in
April 2005. He rejoined the board in
September of that year after being

appointed to fill a vacancy left by the
resignation of Lance Porter. He was
elected to a full, three-year term in
2006. Mr. Whitehouse was elected
vice-president of the BOE in 2007
and president for the 2008-2009 term.

Mr. Whitehouse and his wife,
Patricia, have three children. They
have lived in Scotch Plains-Fanwood
for 21 years. He previously served on
the Winfield Park town council. The
candidate is a graduate of Rutgers
University with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in business administration and
accounting and has a Master of Busi-
ness Administration degree in corpo-
rate finance from Fairleigh Dickinson
University. He is employed as divi-
sion controller for a steel mill based
in Perth Amboy and one in Sayreville.

Ms. Woerner is a 12-year resident
of Scotch Plains and has two children
in the district. She is completing her
second term on the BOE. The candi-
date has served on the finance com-
mittee for all six years of her tenure.
She has also served on the commu-
nity relations, policy and facilities
committees and has been a member
of the BOE labor negotiations team.

Professionally, Ms. Woerner was
appointed in 2005 as chief financial
officer of The Children’s Aid Society,
where she is responsible for the an-
nual operating budget of $100 mil-
lion, as well as the agency’s payroll,
purchasing, endowments and invest-
ments, government contracts and in-
formation technology systems.

Prior to joining Children’s Aid, she
was deputy director of the New York
State Financial Control Board from
1985 to 1988, evaluating New York
City’s $25-billion operating budget
and 11 public authorities. She holds a
master’s degree in urban planning,
specializing in economic planning,
from Virginia Tech and an under-
graduate degree from St. Peter’s Col-
lege in New Jersey (now New Jersey
City University).

Ms. Kulikowski of Watchung Ter-
race in Scotch Plains is a new candi-
date in this year’s race. The candidate
moved to Scotch Plains in 2000. She
is an instructor and clinic dentist at
the University of Medicine and Den-
tistry of New Jersey School of Health
Related Professions.

Ms. Kulikowski was Park Middle
School PTA president and now serves
a term on the PTA council as vice-
president, which will conclude in
June. She has also been active with
the Union County Vocational–Tech-
nical Schools Parent School Organi-
zation.

Polling places for Tuesday’s elec-
tion are as follows:

Scotch Plains: Districts 1, 2 and 3:
Park Middle School, New Gym, 580
Park Avenue; Districts 4 and 5: Scotch
Plains Library, Adult Library Room,
1927 Bartle Avenue; Districts 6, 7
and 8: Evergreen School, New Multi-
purpose Room, 2280 Evergreen Av-
enue; District 9: Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Main Entrance,
Westfield Road; District 10: Brunner
School, Front Lobby, Westfield Road;
District 11: St. John’s Baptist Church,
Fellowship Hall, 2387 Morse Avenue;
Districts 12 and 13: McGinn Elemen-
tary School, Center Lobby of Gym
Wing, Roosevelt Avenue; Districts
14, 15 and 21: Union Catholic High
School, Lobby, Martine Avenue; Dis-
trict 16: JCC of Central New Jersey,
1391 Martine Avenue; Districts 17
and 18: Terrill Middle School, Audi-
torium Lobby, 1301 Terrill Road; Dis-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CANDIDATES...Voters will choose members to open seats on local school boards of education on Tuesday as well as decide
on school budgets. Except in Westfield, area candidates shown above are unopposed.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAX PROTEST...Congressman Leonard Lance, who represents the Seventh
District in New Jersey, holds a tax protest rally Wednesday afternoon at the
Westfield Post Office as last minute filers mail their federal income tax forms on
the April 15 deadline.

SP Mayor Warns of Layoffs;
Notices Could Be Sent By May
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Nancy Malool again warned of im-
pending layoffs this year as the town-
ship government looks for ways to
close what she said was a $1.055
million budget shortfall.

At Tuesday’s township council
meeting, the mayor spent 45 minutes
answering questions from several resi-
dents, primarily public works and
recreation department workers, about
whether some municipal employees
will be laid off or furloughed as a way
to pare expenses.

Several weeks ago, the township
submitted to the state Department of
Personnel a layoff plan that included
job positions that could be eliminated
if necessary. Mayor Malool said the
state has 45 days to review the plan,
and that when the township govern-
ment receives that review, it can then
make decisions as to which positions
might need to be eliminated as part of
its 2009 municipal budget examina-
tion.

“There will be some layoffs,” the
mayor told public works employee
Nick DiNizo. She said the township
could implement “the entire layoff
plan, some of it or none of it. There’s
no set number” of layoffs that are
required to be effectuated. Affected
employees will be given 45 days’
notice that their job is being elimi-
nated, with the initial notice being
issued in the first week of May and
the actual layoff date being late in
June.

Referring to herself and her coun-
cil colleagues, Mayor Malool said,
“None of us up here are enjoying this
one bit,” adding that “layoffs are a
last resort for us. It’s killing us to even
have to consider it.”

When Mr. DiNizo asked about vol-
untary furloughs for township em-
ployees, the mayor said that option
was “a possibility” if it could help
avert additional layoffs. But she told
another public works employee later
in the meeting that, “I can’t promise
we won’t do furloughs and layoffs”
simultaneously, saying that “it all
comes down to money.”

She also said, in response to Mr.
DiNizo, that salary freezes for non-
union employees, such as department
heads and others, could be a consid-
eration once the council begins to
more closely examine the budget in
coming weeks. Mr. DiNizo said “the
only fairest way [to implement bud-
get cuts] is if we did it across-the-

board.” Mayor Malool vowed that
“these cuts will be felt across-the-
board.”

In response to a question from pub-
lic works employee James Kelk,
Mayor Malool said there will be no
major new parks or ballfields projects
this year, and further stating that the
township does not own significant
amounts of land that could poten-
tially be sold to raise revenue.

She also told Mr. Kelk that Gregory

Fehrenbach, the consultant hired to
assist with the preparation of this
year’s budget, had told township offi-
cials that municipal property taxes
should have increased more than they
were in recent years “to provide more
of a cushion” in the present financial
and economic climate.

“Sitting here a year ago,” Mayor
Malool said, “no one could have pre-
dicted that things would have been

FW Considers Emergency
Parking Resolution at School
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By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil, at its regular monthly meeting
Tuesday night, heard complaints from
a few local residents about parking
problems along Birchwood Terrace.

The residents said high school stu-
dents who park along Birchwood,
which currently has no parking re-
strictions, are leaving no room for
other cars or pedestrians.

“It’s a safety factor; it’s a big con-
cern,” said Birchwood Terrace resi-
dent Jennifer Fazio.

Ms. Fazio estimated as many as 16
cars are lined up on each side of the

street during a typical school day,
forcing children and other pedestri-
ans to either walk on people’s front
lawns or in the middle of the street
(Birchwood has no sidewalks).

Birchwood resident George Weiss
said the road “used to be a street…now
it’s a parking lot during school hours.”

“I’ve had difficulty getting in and
out of my driveway; it’s just too many
cars in too little space,” added Mr.
Weiss.

Council President Donna Dolce,
who chaired the meeting in the ab-
sence of Mayor Colleen Mahr, said
the problem can be traced back to
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User
Correction: Mr. Finn's and Mr. Mattessich's names were reversed in the printed newspaper. We regret the error. 

User
Correct is: Richard Mattessich

User
Correct is: David Finn




