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POLICE BLOTTER

expect and which add to their quality of
life.” He said when looking at neighbor-
ing communities, who saw larger tax in-
creases coupled with reductions in ser-
vices, “Westfield has succeeded in our
task.”

Mr. Caruana said, however, that the
process “does not end” with the adoption
of this budget. The council “must create
additional savings in 2009” and prepare
to close the budget gap in 2010 by reduc-
ing the size of government.

The council endorsed a measure ask-
ing all employees of CBAs to consider
waiving compensation for their first two
vacation days in 2009. For example, a
participating employee who took a week’s
vacation (five business days) would re-
ceive a check for three days.

If there was 100 percent employee par-
ticipation in this program, the savings
would be about $140,000 and enough
money to avoid cutting four to five addi-
tional employees in 2009. Mr. Caruana
said this method was deemed preferable
rather than asking employees to work two
days without pay.

However, “to be clear, this voluntary
program will not prevent further employee
reductions in 2009; it will not save the
town from the need to begin 2010 with
even fewer employees than we have to-
day.”

When asked after the meeting, Mr.
Caruana said he anticipates two more
rounds of personnel cuts this year.

Mr. Caruana said all committee mem-
bers “feel terrible about sending any of
our employees out into the job market in
this awful economy….but downsizing is
not a task we face by choice, but by
necessity.”

Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski said he wanted to confirm
with Mr. Caruana that this was not a
“negotiation.”

Indeed, Mr. Caruana reiterated that,
“this is not a negotiation. This is a volun-
tary request. Any savings gets put back
into maintaining positions [slated to be
lost].”

Third Ward Councilman and finance
committee member David Haas said the
town is using more than half of its sale of
assets account, derived from selling off
town-owned parcels of land, and “has no
option to balance things in the same way
next year.”

“We have to find a way to cut expenses.
It’s not something we like, but it has to be
unfair to some people,” he said. “It’s the
unfair reality of the situation.”

Fellow Third Ward councilman and
finance committee member Mark
Ciarrocca concurred that the town’s vol-
untary request to the unions is the “fairest
way” to handle the issue.

Second Ward Councilwoman JoAnn
Neylan said she “dares anyone” to find
“more creative ways” to handle the short-
fall.

The budget will be formally introduced
to the public next week; afterwards be-
gins a 45-day public-comment period be-
fore the budget is adopted sometime in
early June.

Democratic Mayoral candidate Bill
Brennan attended the meeting and com-
mented during the public’s opportunity to
speak.

First, Mr. Brennan “commended the
people who attend the finance meetings;
it is a grueling task.”

Mr. Brennan wanted to confirm that if
the $2.1 million from the sale of assets
account were not utilized, taxes would go
up more than 12 percent.

When told that figure was close to

accurate, he went on: “When you put up
your Power Point and go on TV-36 and
speak with The Leader, can you explain
to taxpayers that if you didn’t use your
savings account to pay the operating bud-
get, taxes would go up 12 percent?” Mr.
Brennan asked.

“I think I made that clear in my presen-
tation,” responded Mr. Caruana, who said
he would make the point in future public
discussions.”

When First Ward Councilman Frank
Arena questioned Mr. Brennan as to his
point, he replied, “[Peter] Echausse, when
he was a member of the finance commit-
tee, was adamant that the sale of assets
fund absolutely not be used to decrease
taxes…it was sacrosanct. The mayor
[Skibitsky] referred to it [in his previous
debate with Tom Jardim four years ago]
as Enron-type accounting to use the fund
to artificially keep taxes down.”

Mr. Brennan continued, “Your mayor
pledged to make dramatic cuts to the
budget before using the sale of assets
fund.”

“We have done that,” Mr. Arena re-
sponded. “We’re dealing with times the
planet has never seen.”

“When people around this table ran for
office, they made promises to the public
that they would not use that sale of assets
fund to keep down taxes,” Mr. Brennan
retorted. “…you should let the public
know that this council has dramatically
changed its practices.”

“Those are good points,” Mr. Caruana
replied, “but there’s something very im-
portant that you’re missing…the budget
rules, the impositions we are operating
under [4 percent levy cap], began last
year and are very different than what it
was three, four or five years ago…We
have to use it or lose it…we’re doing what
we can to deliver a tax rate that spares
taxpayers more hardship.”

Mr. Caruana then quoted Wall Street
investor Bernard Baruch, who once said,
“When the facts change, I reserve the
right to change my mind.”

“I never would have dreamed, even
two years ago,” Mr. Caruana said, “that
we would be thinking about voluntary
contributions from our employees, but
you know what? We didn’t invent it. This
is the economic reality we live in.”

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim Foerst
asked Mr. Brennan: “Is it safe to assume
that you object to the town’s use of the
sale of assets account?”

“My role here, as a member of the
public, is to ask you questions; your role
is not to ask me questions,” he replied.
“I’m not going to answer your questions.”

Town attorney Robert Cockren re-
minded both gentlemen that there is a
three-minute time limit for the public to
ask questions and that the time is not
meant to be used to foster a debate be-
tween elected officials and the public.

the number of marking periods to eventu-
ally open it up to all students. Ms.
McFadden said that, currently, only one
teacher is certified to teach the course.
She encouraged more teachers to get cer-
tified so that the teacher also can have
time to spend teaching physical educa-
tion. She additionally said that the “physi-
cal education department is understaffed.”

The program also was offered to jun-
iors this spring, but due to low turnout,
since most already have their driving
permits, she recommended not offering it
next year. In addition, through her re-
search, it was found that it is a “course
commonly taught only to sophomores.”

Anita O’Neal, assistant superintendent
of curriculum, spoke about the Practical
Arts program, which includes Family Life
and Consumer Arts courses such as Mod-
ern Food, which a majority of students
take, Advanced Food, Child Growth and
Development, TV Production and Busi-
ness.

She said the department is looking at
elements of finance planning and eco-
nomics courses.

Practical Arts is a one-year required
program.

After the update on curriculum, Super-
intendent of Schools Margaret Dolan gave
an update on the school district goals.
Last year, the board decided the district
should focus on assessing the new special
education Leaps and Bounds program, an
assessment of which the board presented
to the public in November.

Future initiatives include preparing a
plan, “already in the works,” she said, for
the larger class sizes expected for the
2011-2012 school year. She also sug-
gested the board consider developing a

community survey over the summer and
conduct it in October, to “have a good
sense of what the community as a whole
is interested in.”

The personnel section of the agenda
included approval of compensation, in the
total amount of $2,200, to five staff mem-
bers for their help in the Edison Intermedi-
ate School 2009 Spring Musical. Anne
Riegel, board member, said she “thought
we were not going to do those types of
payments that were non-stipended.”

Ms. Dolan responded, “not to my
memory,” but she said she did “remem-
ber the discussion.”

Richard Solomon, board member, said
he is still in talks with the Boosters about
their idea of hanging banner ads on the
fields, and expects to see a sample in the
coming weeks.

Julia Walker, board vice-president,
motioned for a final reading on the Spe-
cial Education and Surrogate Parents and
Foster Parents policies.

Also on the agenda was the out-of-
district placement budget schedule, which
Ginny Leiz, board president, noted “went
up 8 percent.”

Business Administrator Bob Berman
said the district “did not receive all the
state aid” the board budgeted for the year.

He also talked about how the state has
given all districts the “opportunity to de-
fer 50 percent of its pension obligation” at
interest.

He said he would recommend defer-
ring but would like to analyze it further.

In the beginning of the meeting, Ms. Leiz
presented a framed resolution commemo-
rating the service to the board of education
of Ms. Riegel and Beth Cassie, both of
whom are stepping down from their posts.
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Westfield
Tuesday, April 7, Stella B. Kennon, 34,

of Plainfield was arrested on the 600 block
of West South Avenue on a Clifton traffic
warrant. She was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where she was pro-
cessed and released after posting $89 bail.

Tuesday, April 7, Jorge F. Quinche, 25, of
Newark was arrested and charged with hin-
dering apprehension for allegedly providing
false information to police after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation at Central Av-
enue and Clifton Street. He was released on
his own recognizance with a summons.

Wednesday, April 8, Darryl Smith, 46,
of Plainfield was arrested on the 400
block of West South Avenue on outstand-
ing warrants after being stopped for not
wearing his seatbelt. They included a
traffic warrant for $1,313 and a criminal
warrant for $750, both from Piscataway,
and a criminal warrant for $500 from
Plainfield. He also was wanted on an
outstanding no-bail criminal warrant is-
sued by the Greensboro, N.C. police de-
partment.

Smith was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Piscataway
Police Department because he could not
post bail. Greensboro authorities would
not extradite Smith on their charges. Smith
was issued traffic summonses for failure
to wear a seatbelt and operating a motor
vehicle with a suspended driver’s license.

Wednesday, April 8, the owner of a
property on the 100 block of New Street
reported multiple acts of criminal mis-
chief had occurred at the property some-
time within a period of several weeks
before the report was made. While exten-
sive vandalism to the interior of a build-
ing there was reported, the value of the
damage was unknown.

The following day, four male juveniles –
all from Westfield – were arrested and charged
with criminal trespass for allegedly causing
the damage. They reportedly were discov-
ered at the New Street property and subse-
quently fled the scene. Police arrested them
in the downtown Westfield area and trans-
ported them to headquarters, where they
were processed and released to their parents.
The matter is under investigation by the
police department’s Juvenile Bureau.

Wednesday, April 8, after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation, Kyle
Fleming, 20, of Westfield was arrested at
East Broad Street near Elm Street on an
outstanding Piscataway traffic warrant
for $140. Fleming was processed and
released after posting bail.

Thursday, April 9, Anthony Rosei, 21,
of Westfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing Westfield traffic warrant for $99 after
a motor vehicle stop at East Broad Street
and Euclid Avenue. He was released after
posting bail.

Thursday, April 9, Keith Autocunas, 30,
of North Plainfield was arrested and charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia after
a motor vehicle stop at North Avenue and
Clark Street. He was released on his own
recognizance.

Thursday, April 9, a residence on the 700
block of Willow Grove Road was burglar-
ized sometime between April 4 and 9. An
X-box video game console, laptop com-
puter, iPod docking station, Bose radio sys-
tem, multiple video games and $400 in cash
were taken from the home.

Thursday, April 9, a resident of the 800
block of Harding Street reported that his
motor vehicle was damaged through crimi-
nal mischief while it was parked in the street
sometime between April 8 and 9. The rear
window was smashed and the driver side
mirror was damaged.

Thursday, April 9, Jeffrey Kiernan, 30,
of Roselle Park was arrested at West South
and Summit Avenues on a charge of hinder-
ing apprehension and an outstanding crimi-
nal warrant from Greenwich Township for
$1,500. Kiernan allegedly gave police of-
ficers a false name during a traffic stop. He
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, issued a summons for hindering
apprehension and turned over to the Green-
wich Township Police Department.

Sunday, April 12, Bruce Munoz, 22, of
North Plainfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop at North Avenue and Crossway
Place and charged with hindering appre-
hension. Munoz allegedly provided false
information to police. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released with summonses.

Monday, April 13, Kevin Chamberlin,
30, of Bethlehem, Pa. was arrested on an
outstanding Flemington Township traffic
warrant for $250 after a motor vehicle stop
in the area of North Avenue and Tuttle
Parkway. He was released on his own re-
cognizance with a court date pending.

Scotch Plains
Monday, April 6, Diahelba Hernandez,

36, of Scotch Plains was arrested on charges
of theft of services and identity theft. Ac-
cording to police, authorities conducted an
investigation into an incident reported by a
victim claiming someone was using his
credit card to make unauthorized purchases.
After a month-long investigation, authori-
ties arrested Hernandez, police said. She
was transported to police headquarters,
where she was processed and released.

Tuesday, April 7, a resident of Route 22
reported that someone smashed the side win-
dow of his motor vehicle with a rock, causing
approximately $100 worth of damage.

Tuesday, April 7, Clifford Behler, 30, of
Rahway was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He was
processed and released.

Thursday, April 9, Jobill Rama, 28, of
Piscataway was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He was
processed and released.

Saturday, April 11, Tarik Cole, 23, of
Neptune was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He was
processed and released.

Saturday, April 11, Kimba Hall, 31, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed and released.

Saturday, April 11, a resident of
Valleyscent Avenue reported that her neigh-
bor has been harassing her by constantly
ringing her doorbell and asking to talk to her.

Fanwood
Tuesday, April 7, a resident of the 50

block of Glenwood Road reported that some-
one entered his unlocked motor vehicle
while it was parked in the street and re-
moved $10 from his wallet, which had been
left in the center console.

Wednesday, April 8, Jasmine Matthews,
25, of Hollywood, Fla. was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road on an
active Roselle Park warrant in the amount
of $250. She was processed and released.

Thursday, April 9, Jean Michel, 29, of
Tobyhanna, Pa. was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue for allegedly
driving with a suspended license and an
active warrant out of Orange. She was
processed and released.

Friday, April 10, a resident of Grey
Terrace reported that someone dumped
leaves in the bed of his truck while it was
parked in the street.

Sunday, April 12, Mustafa Hicks, 20,
of Plainfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license and
an outstanding Plainfield warrant. He was
processed and released.

Monday, April 13, Melqui Deleon, 23, of
Plainfield was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road for allegedly driving
with a suspended license and providing
police with false documentation. Accord-
ing to police, it was later determined he was
wanted by the Immigration and Customs
Enforcement agency for violation of his
immigration status. He was processed and
turned over to Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, where he will be processed
and deported back to Guatemala.

Monday, April 13, Zeeshaan Murad, 24,
of Watchung was arrested on an outstand-
ing Franklin Township warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on South Avenue. He was
processed and released.

Monday, April 13, Tiffany Borom, 27, of
Plainfield was arrested after a field investi-
gation on Martine Avenue on an outstand-
ing Plainfield warrant in the amount of
$2,500 and a Somerset County no-bail war-
rant. She was processed and turned over to
the Somerset County Sheriff’s Department.

Mountainside
Tuesday, April 7, a resident of Sunny

Slope Drive reported that her license plate
was stolen from her vehicle while she was
away.

Tuesday, April 7, Carlos M. Lopes, 26,
of Elizabeth was arrested for an outstanding
warrant out of Roselle Park in the amount of
$500 after a motor vehicle stop.

Tuesday, April 7, Steven L. Ranne, 48, of
Garfield was picked up at Delaney Hall in
Newark for contempt of court. He was held
until his court appearance scheduled for
Wednesday, April 8.

Tuesday, April 7, Kenneth J. Wall, 27, of
Garwood was arrested after she was ob-
served by police dumping wood chips on a
residential property and was found to have a
Union County Sheriff’s Department no-bail
warrant. He was processed and turned over
the Union County Sheriff’s Department.

Wednesday, April 8, Ricardo Garvin, 35,
of Orange was arrested at the Essex County
jail for an outstanding warrant out of
Mountainside in the amount of $1,200 and
Union in the amount of $665.

Wednesday, April 8, Christopher M. Seto,
20, of Springfield was arrested for posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation. Ac-
cording to police, the officer smelled the
odor of burnt marijuana coming from the
vehicle at the time of the stop and a subse-
quent search revealed the paraphernalia in
the glove compartment.

Wednesday, April 8, a resident of Wild
Hedge Lane reported that she is missing 25
pieces of jewelry valued at $40,000 which
she last saw approximately three years ago.
According to police her house is under
construction and she placed a lot of her
personal items in storage containers but is
not sure if the jewelry was placed in the
storage containers or not. She noticed the
jewelry was missing three months ago and
has been searching for it ever since.

Friday, April 10, Joseph A. Vizcaya, 20,
of Berkeley Heights was arrested for pos-
session of under 50 grams of suspected
marijuana after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 for an unsafe lane change.

Sunday, April 12, a resident of New Provi-
dence Road reported that someone knocked
his mailbox off the post. According to police,
the victim stated that the incident could be
related to the numerous harassing phone
calls he has received and reported to police in
the past. An investigation of the scene re-
vealed tire tracks that appeared to leave the
roadway in front of the house, strike the
mailbox, damage several plants, as well as
upend two large rocks before going back
onto the roadway, police said.

Sunday, April 12, police responded to a
dispute at a Route 22 gas station. According
to police, Jill Perry-Doggett was attempting
to fill her vehicle with gas but was advised by
the attendant to move her car because her gas
tank was on the other side. While attempting
to move her car she backed into the vehicle
driven by Prem K. Sreenivasan, police said.

Perry-Doggett told police that
Sreenivasan allegedly came to her driver’s
side window after she struck his vehicle and
began to curse and scream at her while
pointing his finger in her face, police re-
ported. According to police, Perry-Doggett
asked Sreenivasan to get out of her face and
pushed him away and Sreenivasan retali-
ated by punching her in the face at which
point the gas station attendant became in-
volved and 9-1-1 was called.

The suspect told police that when he
approached Perry-Doggett’s window she
allegedly became very agitated and then
punched him for no reason. According to
police, he claimed that as he was walking
back to his vehicle, she picked up the win-
dow washing squeegee with the intent to
strike him. Both parties were escorted to
headquarters where they filled out com-
plaint interview forms for simple assault.

State University and associate director of
space planning at the University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry of New Jersey’s De-
partment of Operations.

Ms. Monteiro holds a master’s degree
in urban planning and certificates in
project management from Rutgers Uni-
versity and historic preservation from
Drew University. The candidate and her
husband, Ed, have two sons at WHS and
Roosevelt.

“I say education is a commodity. As
hospitals sell healthcare, we provide
quality education, excellent educators,
extraordinary sports and arts,” Ms.
Monteiro said.

Mr. McLane moved to Westfield four
years ago from Fanwood where he re-
sided for 12 years. He and his wife,
Eleana, have two children, a daughter
attending seventh grade at Roosevelt
and a son who is in the fifth grade at
Franklin School.

The candidate is a Certified Financial
Planner (CFP). He pointed to his “exten-
sive experience” in evaluating the eco-
nomic value of proposed solutions, as
well as forecasting future revenues and
the cost of projects.

“My expertise also extends to evalu-
ating budgets and benefit programs
(health/medical and pensions),” Mr.
McLane said.

He holds a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in accounting from Shippensburg
University and a master’s from Embry
Riddle University. He served as an of-
ficer in U.S. Army where he obtained the
rank of captain and was a helicopter
pilot.

“My interest in running for the
Westfield Board of Education is based
on helping make good decisions that
positively affect the Westfield commu-
nity economically. My objectives are to
be a voice of the residents, do my best to
represent the majority view and provide
transparency during the process,” Mr.
McLane said.

Westfield’s polling places are as fol-
lows:

First Ward, Districts 1 and 2: Roosevelt
Intermediate School Gym, 302 Clark
Street; Districts 3, 5 and 7: Franklin
Elementary School Auditorium, 700
Prospect Street, and Districts 4 and 6:
Westfield Memorial Library, Program
Room, 550 East Broad Street.

Second Ward, District 1: Union
County Annex, 300 North Avenue; Dis-
tricts 2, 3 and 6: Washington Elementary
School Auditorium, 900 St. Marks Av-
enue, and Districts 4 and 5: Wilson El-
ementary School Auditorium, 301 Lin-
den Avenue.

Third Ward, District 1: Westfield Res-
cue Squad, 335 Watterson Street, Dis-
tricts 2, 3 and 4: Edison Intermediate
School Gym, 800 Rahway Avenue; Dis-
tricts 5, 6 and 7: Jefferson Elementary
School Auditorium, 1200 Boulevard;
Fourth Ward, Districts 1 and 2, McKinley
Elementary School Auditorium, 500 First
Avenue; Districts 3 and 4: Westfield
High School Lobby, 550 Dorian Road;
District 5: Jefferson Elementary School
Auditorium, 1200 Boulevard.

In Garwood, incumbents Adele Lewis,
Barbara Greet, and Russell Graham are
unopposed in their quest for three BOE
seats. Voters will also decide the fate of
a proposed $6.3 million school tax levy,
which would hike taxes by $107 for a
home assessed at $103,000.

Mr. Graham and wife, Juliana, have
been residents of Garwood since 1989.
The candidate is a 1971 graduate of
Dunellen High School/Green Brook High
School. He attended Somerset County
College (now Raritan Valley Commu-
nity College), graduating with an Asso-
ciates of Applied Science degree in com-
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puter science in 1978. He served in the
United States Navy from January 1972
through January 1976, where he was
awarded the National Defense Medal,
Vietnam Service Ribbon with Campaign
Star and the Combat Action Ribbon.

Mr. Graham owns and operates
Garwood-based G&C Sales, a
manufacturer’s representative firm, with
business partner Linda Carolan. He was
appointed to the Garwood BOE in No-
vember 2008.

“I have come to appreciate the tre-
mendous responsibilities that all of the
board members share. They all have
shown a deep desire to perform their
duties in a tireless and dedicated fash-
ion,” he said. “I have embraced the chal-
lenge of helping the children of Garwood
achieve the best possible education and
look forward to serving the Garwood
community in the future.”

Ms. Lewis and her husband, Glenn,
have two daughters. Ms. Lewis is secre-
tary to the Garwood planning board and
to the Maplewood zoning and planning
boards. Seeking her third BOE term, she
is a certified land use administrator
through the Center for Government ser-
vices at Rutgers University. She has been
BOE president for four and a half years.

Also seeking re-election is Ms. Greet,
the board’s current vice-president. A
Garwood resident for 20 year, the candi-
date and her husband, Steve, have four
sons. Ms. Greet has been a registered
nurse for 34 years.

Completing her sixth year on the BOE,
Ms. Greet said she brings “enthusiasm,
commitment and experience” to the
board.

“I am passionate about the Garwood
school system and the education our
students receive,” Ms. Greet said.

Garwood polling places are as fol-
lows: District 1: firehouse building, 415
South Avenue; District 2: Borough Hall,
403 South Avenue; District 3: Garwood
Public Library, 411 Second Avenue, and
District 4: Garwood Public Library, 411
Second Avenue.

In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, voters will
decide on a school tax levy of $71.1
million to support a total budget of $80.8
million. Taxes would rise $407 on aver-
age, for a home in Fanwood and $246 in
Scotch Plains, or a percentage increase
of 7.2 percent and 3.7 percent, respec-
tively.

In terms of BOE seats, three seats are
open for election, and one seat is open to
fulfill the remaining year of a three-year
term. Incumbents Norman “Trip”
Whitehouse of Fanwood, board president,
and Betty Anne Woerner of Scotch Plains
are seeking re-election. They are joined on
the ballot by Karen Kulikowski, an in-
structor and clinic dentist at the University
of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey.

In Mountainside, voters will say yes
or no to a $12.6-million school tax levy
in support of a $14.1-million budget.
The school budget would raise taxes
$147 per year on a home assessed at
$165,000.

Also, incumbent Mary Beth
Schaumberg and newcomer Jorge Batista
are running unopposed for two board
seats. Incumbent Joseph Tinnirella did
not file for re-election.

Mountainside polling places are: Dis-
tricts 1 and 6: Municipal Building, Court
Room, 1385 Route 22; Districts 2, 7, 8 and
9: Deerfield Elementary School, 302 Cen-
tral Avenue and School Drive; Districts 3,
4 and 5: Presbyterian Church, Assembly
Room, Deer Path and Meeting House Lane.

There are two unexpired seats on the
SP-F and Garwood boards. Write-in can-
didates could capture the seat with 10 or
more votes; otherwise, the boards will
interview candidates to fill the slots.

MS BOE Updates Public
On Budget and Evacuation

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — At Tuesday
night’s Board of Education (BOE) meet-
ing, Chief School Administrator (CSA)
Jeanette Baubles provided an update on
the March 16 evacuation of Beechwood
and Deerfield schools. Mrs. Baubles met
with Police Chief James J. Debbie, Jr.
earlier that day.

“A juvenile from Elizabeth made the
phone call in error,” Mrs. Baubles said.
The BOE issued a press release regarding
the incident in the Wednesday edition of
The Star-Ledger.

With regards to the Tuesday, April 21,
school board and budget election, the
BOE office mailed a budget newsletter to
borough residents on Wednesday. The
$14.1-million proposed budget for fiscal
year 2009-2010 will cost the average ho-
meowner an increase over last year of
$12.25 a month or $147 annually, accord-
ing to Mr. McLaughlin’s presentation,
which is available on the district’s website.

The percentage increase over the cur-
rent year’s budget is 3.6 percent, under
the 4 percent state mandated cap. In addi-
tion, two board seats, three-year terms
each, are open. Two candidates are run-
ning unopposed: incumbent Mary Beth
Schaumberg and newcomer Jorge Batista.
The polls will be open on Tuesday, April
21 from 2 to 9 p.m.

Mr. Tinnirella was not present when
the BOE voted in favor of presenting a
$12.6-million school tax levy to voters
due to a business trip but Mr. Tinnirella
was present at the multiple presentations
of the budget in February and March.

After the board meeting concluded,
several board members spoke to The
Leader regarding the budget presenta-
tion. When asked about why Mountainside
did not have budget cuts to staff and
activities as opposed to area towns such
as Westfield, board member Joseph
Tinnirella said, “Those guys (Business
Administrator Roderic McLaughlin and
the finance committee) monitor it (the
budget) so closely. They’re on top of it.
We don’t have a lot, so we don’t spend a
lot.”

Mr. McLaughlin updated the BOE on a
recent reduction in state aid for the cur-
rent school year. On March 17, the New
Jersey State Legislature voted to reduce
school aid statewide by $75 million (ac-
cording to the Legislature’s website).

“This is all to balance the state budget,”
said Mr. McLaughlin; the district’s re-
duction portion was $36,994. In a related
chapter of legislation, the district has the
option of deferring Public Employees
Retirement Systems (PERS) pension ob-
ligation payments in the amount of

$83,183 for 15 years at the rate of 8.25
percent.

“It’s not something we anticipated but
it is a long-term burden we don’t want to
impose,” Mr. McLaughlin said. The BOE
voted unanimously in favor of going for-
ward with the budgeted expenditure of
the PERS pension payment scheduled for
April 25, ahead of the April 30 deadline
set by the Legislature.

During her remarks regarding The
Leader’s coverage of the BOE, Mrs.
Baubles said Mr. McLaughlin and she
had met with a reporter from The Local
Source for an hour on Tuesday morning
to “provide him with budget information
for a story he is writing. At the end of the
meeting, I gave him my contact informa-
tion, suggesting he call me if he had any
other questions about the budget.

“Looking ahead to future collabora-
tions with our local newspapers,” she
continued, “it is my sincere hope that The
Westfield Leader will begin to utilize a
similar approach in their communications
with the Mountainside Schools staff mem-
bers as we value our partnership with that
publication as well. This will begin with
our request for The Leader to refrain from
writing articles that suggest that the
Mountainside School District staff mem-
bers are not as forthcoming as they should
be specific to requests for information.
Clearly, this is not the case as highlighted
in our reputed experience with The Local
Source.”

“We’ve always been open. That edito-
rial was grand standing,” said board Vice-
President Gene Nagel about The Westfield
Leader’s coverage of the BOE.

The BOE meeting also included a pre-
sentation to the BOE by Michael Disko,
Mountainside borough engineer.

The Mountainside Youth Baseball
League asked for the board’s conceptual
approval for a two-story expansion of the
snack/field house building at the corner
of Sawmill Road, adjacent to Long View
Drive. The funds for project have already
been put aside by the Mountainside Youth
Baseball organization with a dollar-to-
dollar matching grant from the county.

“We’re getting a good deal. After your
blessing, we’ll go to the planning board,”
Mr. Disko said. Ms. Schaumberg said she
received a tour of the grounds of the ball
field on Monday night when she attended
her son’s practice game. “There’s so much
more space than we realize,” said Ms.
Schaumberg in terms of the grounds on
which the field house sits. “This is simple
construction,” Mr. Disko said.

The drawings are on file the BOE of-
fice and will be presented at an upcoming
borough planning board meeting for ap-
proval.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PREPARREDNESS…Pictured above, the Westfield Fire Department and Union
County HAZ-MAT personnel are finishing up two weeks of training for mass
casualty hazardous materials incidents. This training is taking place across the
state to get all departments on the same page if an incident occurs.

19-Yr.-Old Charged
With Setting Fire

WESTFIELD — The Westfield police
and fire departments responded to a re-
port of a basement fire of an apartment
building in the 500 block of Carleton
Road. They encountered a working base-
ment fire and had the fire under control
within 15 minutes. Westfield Police Cap-
tain David Wayman said the fire caused
the evacuation of approximately 75 people
from the apartment building and required
the response of the Red Cross to provide
assistance to the residents.

There were no injuries to the residents
or any emergency responding personnel.

Patrol officers in the area of the fire
located a suspicious male later identified as
Justin Hendrix, 19, of Westfield who was
stopped and questioned. An investigation
that lasted through the night led by Detec-
tive Barron Chambliss of the Westfield
Police Department with the assistance of
the Union County Arson Task Force and the
Union County Sheriff’s Department con-
cluded that Hendrix broke into the base-
ment and used an accelerant to start the fire
in the basement, authorities said.

Hendrix was charged with aggravated
arson, two counts of burglary and two
counts of criminal mischief and is being
held on $75,000 bail.

UNICO Needs
Donations for Troops
WESTFIELD – UNICO needs further

donations to support room renovations at
the Westfield Armory for use by troops
coming home from Iraq in two months.
So far, the organization has raised ap-
proximately $1,225 for the renovations.
The organization is still in need of do-
nated furniture, a CD/stereo system and a
flat screen TV, or the monies to buy them.

It has fulfilled its need for volunteers
for painting on May 2. Dave Lovato thanks
everyone for their support. For more in-
formation, contact him at
alovato2@verizon.net.


