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the farmhouse store
...like no other store in Westfield

For hours, address, special events and fabulous things:

www.thefarmhousestore.com

Spain’s Las Fallas Festival Dazzles
By DARRYL NEWMAN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: Darryl is a former
Westfield resident, who attended
Westfield High School before moving
to Chicago. When he called his home-
town newspaper with the idea, we
welcomed it.

Valencia is probably best known
as the birthplace of Valencia oranges
and paella, but from March 15 to 19,
you would think Spain’s third-larg-
est city was the birthplace of pyro-
mania mixed in with pageantry and
celebration.

It is the festival of Las Fallas, and
it is billed as one of Europe’s most
spectacular events.

I arrived at 2 p.m. on March 15,
just as the daily mascletà was taking
place at the City Hall Square. The
mascletà is a pyrotechnics dream.
For 10 minutes, about 250 pounds of
gunpowder explode in a rhythmic
cadence of deafening blasts.

Every day from March 1 to 19,
different sound artists shoot off a
concoction of giant firecrackers, thun-
derous smoke bombs and screaming
rockets to wow the crowds.

Fallas means “fires,” but is also
the word to describe wooden-framed
monuments that are placed in squares
and key intersections throughout the
city. The fallas depict current events,
politicians and celebrities, and they
usually have a satirical tone. On the
last night of the festival, the cremà –
the burning of all of the fallas except
the winning one – takes place.

Why the burning? Over the past
centuries, carpenters cleaned out
their shops by making bonfires of
wood scraps. It coincided with St.
Joseph’s Day, honoring the patron
saint of carpenters, on March 19.

The wood scraps took on doll-like
forms and then became human effi-
gies poking fun at the past year’s
people and events. Today, the fallas
still poke fun, but appear as beautiful
papier-mâché works of art that can
tower as high as a six-story building.

To accommodate the hundreds of
fallas and the half-million visitors to
this coastal city, more than 700 streets
were closed to traffic. Strolling down
the street, I would randomly see a
100-member fallas commission with
women, children and men in 18th
century ornate dress being followed

by their lively marching band.
To quell any hunger, temporary

food stands were set up everywhere
serving hot buñuelos de calabaza
con chocolate (hot pumpkin donuts
with hot chocolate as thick as pud-
ding). I also enjoyed horchata, a
sweet drink made from the local
tiger nut legume.

Many neighborhoods were also
holding paella cook-offs right in the
street. And, as with any good festival
in Spain, there’s always a crowd at
the Plaza de Toros (Bullring) with
the best bullfighters in Spain de-
scending on Valencia.

In contrast to the street celebra-
tions, I found a more solemn aspect
of fallas where thousands of women
from the fallas commissions marched
in processions to give flower offer-
ings to a 40-foot-high statue of the
Lady of the Forsaken, the patron
saint of Valencia. The pink, red and
white flowers were used to fill her
super-sized robe.

Every night, fireworks led up to
the 1:30 a.m. Nit de Foc (Night of
Fire), the biggest fireworks show of
the festival. It was a 22-minute ex-
travaganza of the noisiest and most
colorful fireworks I had ever experi-
enced.

The finale started with red flames
above the trees with huge balls of
thick black smoke. Above the fires,
hundreds of white, crisp fireworks,
one after another, filled the sky until
it appeared as if it were daylight.

The last night was the cremà, with
766 fallas burning throughout the
city. The last one to burn was at 1
a.m. in the City Hall Square. Fire-
works and explosions preceded the
immolation. Flames shot out every-
where from the more-than-60-foot-
high fallas. From the front row, I was
stunned at how intense the heat felt
on my face. It was as if my lips
started to chap right then and there.

Early the next morning, the streets
were clean and open for business. It
was as if Valencia just simply turned
a fresh new page. I, on the other
hand, was still recuperating from an
average of three to four hours of
sleep a night. There’s so much more
to see of Valencia, but I only had one
day left. What better excuse to come
back next year for a longer stay.

To learn more, see
fallasfromvalencia.com.

Two girls in typical Valencian Fallas dress. All photography by Darryl Newman

Winning fallas, cost over $1 million to build

City Hall Square fallas
(pictured above);

The Cremà (burning) of
City Hall fallas (here)

Westfield’s Downtown Comes
Alive for Youth Art Month

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Every spring, for
the last 14 years, the town of Westfield
has celebrated Youth Art Month
(YAM) by transforming itself into a
showcase for art created by students
enrolled in the town’s 10 public
schools.

This year, 59 locations, most of
them downtown businesses, volun-
teered window space to display paint-
ings, drawings, sculpture and painted
furniture created by approximately
600 Westfield students.

“YAM really brings the town to
life,” said Trish Cheek, secretary of
the Westfield Public Schools’ Fine
Arts Department and coordinator of
the YAM program.

A collaborative effort on the part of
the school system, parents and stu-
dents, YAM encourages a town–wide
interest in student art in a
nonjudgmental and critique-free at-
mosphere.

School art teachers selected the
pieces chosen to be displayed during
YAM. Creativity and the ability to
evoke an emotional response were
two of the criteria used for selection.

Commitment to the creation of the
art, including the young artist’s work
ethic, also played a part in the selec-
tion.

I to Eye, Lord and Taylor, Cold
Stone Creamery, Score, The Gap and
the Westfield Memorial Library were
among the locations donating store-
fronts and other space for YAM ex-

hibits.
“In this difficult economic time, it

is refreshing to see the support of the
community with welcoming smiles
and comments about the awesome
work of our students,” said Linda
King, supervisor of Fine Arts for the
Westfield Public Schools.

Susan Wood Ponce’s two daugh-
ters, Elizabeth, a seventh grade stu-
dent at Edison Intermediate School,
and Katherine, a Westfield High
School sophomore, both displayed
art for YAM.

Elizabeth exhibited a floral pastel
at Lord and Taylor, while Katherine’s
pottery was part of a display at the
Westfield Memorial Library.

“I think YAM is a wonderful pro-
gram that instills pride in both the
students as well as the parents,” said
Ms. Ponce, who also volunteers her

time during YAM, transporting and
setting up the art.

“It is exciting what a young person
can create. There’s a lot of high qual-
ity artwork on exhibit out there,” she
continued.

Margaret Smith, who has three chil-
dren at Franklin Elementary, is a vol-
unteer with the Westfield Coalition
for the Arts.

She also helped deliver and set up
the students’ artwork.

“It’s an amazing opportunity for
the students to see their work dis-
played downtown,” she said, adding
that it’s great for businesses, school
and the art teachers as well.

“[YAM] is a wonderful time of
year when [the whole town] works
collaboratively to highlight the tal-
ents of our children in the Westfield
Public Schools,” said Ms. King.

WINDOW DRESSING...Artwork above was displayed in an empty storefront on
East Broad Street, which formerly housed Little Treasures, filling the window
with an attractive display. The three portraits were created by Edison Interme-
diate School students under the tutelage of teacher Dan Black.

Guild Offers Gelatin
Plate Printmaking

RAHWAY – Registration is now
open for spring 2009 workshops at
The Arts Guild of Rahway.

Easy Printmaking with a Gelatin
Plate will run on Saturday, May 9,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Using water-based inks, partici-
pants will explore and develop vari-
ous techniques, including
monoprinting with stencils and brush-
work. All levels are welcome.

Rayna Gillman is the instructor for
this workshop. The workshop fee is
$65. Students are responsible for their
own tools and materials. A supply list
will be distributed upon registration.

To register, call (732) 381-7511, e-
mail artsguild1670@verizon.net or
visit rahwayartsguild.org.

Acclaimed Tom Chapin
Performs in Westfield

WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series contin-
ues its ninth season by presenting
Tom Chapin in concert at the First
United Methodist Church, located at
1 East Broad Street (corner of North
Avenue) in Westfield, on Saturday,
April 18.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admis-
sion is $26 online and $27 at the
door. Advance purchase of tickets is
highly recommended by going to
tomchapin.eventbrite.com. Ukelele
Lady, Victoria Vox, will open the
show.

All net proceeds from this
evening’s concert will be donated to
the Keith Knost Special Needs Trust.

For more than 30 years and through
19 compact discs, Mr. Chapin has
entertained, amused and enlightened
audiences of all ages with life-af-
firming original songs told in a so-

phisticated array of musical styles.
Mr. Chapin’s adult concerts and

recordings are sparked by strong,
intelligent songwriting with clear,
engaging vocals and the intricate,
melodic guitar work that has be-
come his trademark.

The New York Times called Mr.
Chapin “one of the great personali-
ties in contemporary folk music.”

According to the musician, he said,
“Mine is not a traditional music, but
it comes from a tradition. My musi-
cal heroes are people like Pete Seeger
and Woody Guthrie, who wrote and
sang real songs for real people – for
everyone, old, young, and in be-
tween.”

Five of his family recordings have
received Grammy nominations for
Best Musical Album For Children,
including Some Assembly Required,
his newest family recording.

He is also a narrator of children’s
books on tape. Three of his narra-
tions won Grammy Awards for Best
Spoken Word Album for Children.

To learn more, visit
tomchapin.eventbrite.com or
coffeewithconscience.org.

Tom Chapin performs in Westfield

Boss, Mandel to Read In
Fanwood at Carriage House
FANWOOD – The Carriage House

Poetry Series invited the public to cel-
ebrate National Poetry Month at a free
poetry event on Tuesday, April 21, fea-
turing poets Laura Boss and Charlotte
Mandel.

The readings will begin at 8 p.m. in
the Patricia Kuran Arts Center on
Watson Road, off North Martine Av-
enue, adjacent to Fanwood Borough
Hall.

Ms. Boss is the founder and editor of
Lips Magazine. She is a three-time
recipient of fellowships in creative writ-
ing from the New Jersey State Council
on the Arts. In 2007, she was a featured
reader at the Dylan Thomas Centre in
Wales.

Her awards for poetry include an
American Literary Translator’s Award
for her book “On the Edge of the
Hudson” (Cross-Cultural Communi-
cations) and first prize in the Poetry
Society of America’s Gordon Barber
Poetry Contest.

Her other books of poetry include
“Arms: New and Selected Poems”
(Guernica Editions) and “Reports from
the Front” (Cross-Cultural).

Ms. Mandel is a teacher, editor and
author of several volumes of poetry,
including “Rock Vein Sky” and “Sight
Lines” (both from Midmarch Arts
Press).

Her poems, fiction, essays and re-
views have appeared in the Journal of
New Jersey Poets, Iowa Review, En-
glish Literature in Transition, Ameri-
can Book Review, Prairie Schooner,
New Millennium Writings and many
others.

Ms. Mandel is a five-time winner of
awards from the William Carlos Will-
iams Poetry Center and her featured
readings include the Dodge Poetry Fes-
tival, the Princeton Arts Council, the
Folger Shakespeare Library and the
Poetry Society of America.

An open mic will follow the featured
performance. For information, call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298. For online
directions and other information, visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com.

Smell of the Kill
Features SP Resident
CRANFORD – The Theater

Project, Union County College’s pro-
fessional theater company, presents
The Smell of the Kill by Michele
Lowe and directed by Mark Spina.

Barbara Guidi of Scotch Plains stars
as one of the three “malicious and
very desperate” housewives.

Performances run until April 19.
Friday and Saturday shows begin at 8
p.m. Sunday performances begin at 3
p.m. General admission is $22. Stu-
dent tickets are $10.

Tickets are $15 for Thursday per-
formances, starting at 8 p.m. There is
no performance on Easter Sunday,
April 12.

For more information, contact
theaterproject@aol.com or call (908)
659-5189.

Oratorio Society To
Present Spring Concert

AREA – With members from all
over Union County, the Oratorio So-
ciety of New Jersey, under the direc-
tion of Sandor Szabo, will present its
spring concert at 8 p.m. on April 25,
at the Union Congregational Church,
located at 176 Cooper Avenue in
Upper Montclair.

Featured will be Mendelssohn’s St.
Paul Oratorio, accompanied by pro-
fessional orchestra. Soloists include
Elizabeth Perryman, soprano; Marion
Gayles, alto; David Kellett, tenor;
Mark Wilson, bass, and Donald
Dulaney at the organ.

General admission is $15. For more
information, call (973) 783-3837 or
log on to oratoriosocietynj.org.

Jersey Central Art
Guides Public on Tour
CRANFORD – On Sunday, May

17, from noon to 5 p.m., the Jersey
Central Art Studios of Cranford in-
vites the public to tour 17 artists’
location sites.

Artists’ home studios, together with
local businesses hosting visiting art-
ists, will provide the venues for exhi-
bitions of painting, photography,
stained glass and more.

A highlight of the tour will be the
chance to observe the current restora-
tion of four original WPA-era paint-
ings (late 1930s, early 1940s) depict-
ing important Cranford historical
scenes. This restoration is currently
underway at the Cranford High
School.

In addition, Plein Air painters will
be painting in and around Hanson
Park, capturing spring.

The event will start at Hanson Park
with a tent displaying reproductions
of the artists’ works and giving ticket
holders an opportunity to map their
routes.

Whether it is a Cranford artist or a
visiting artist, they will help guide the
public through the creative process.
The public can see works in progress,
finished pieces for sale and demon-
strations during this self-guided tour.

For more information, advanced
ticket purchase and sponsorship op-
portunities, visit jcas.org.

Potters Guild Holds
Spring Sale in Mside
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Potters’

Guild of New Jersey will hold its
pottery sale at the Community Pres-
byterian Church, located on 1459
Deer Path in Mountainside, on April
18 and 19.

The event, which is free to attend, will
occur on Saturday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and on Sunday from noon to 5 p.m.


