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Les Malamut Offers
Evening of Poetry and Art

UNION – The public can celebrate
National Poetry Month with an
evening of poetry and art at the Les
Malamut Gallery on Thursday, April
23, at 7 p.m. The Les Malamut Art
Gallery (wheelchair accessible,
downstairs in the Union Public Li-
brary) is located at 1980 Morris Av-
enue in Union. This event is free to
the public.

Back by popular demand after last
year’s success, this poetry event is
part of an ongoing series of events
taking place inside the gallery. This
evening presents the opportunity to
hear seven local poets read their
works.

Among the local writers are: Joy
Ann Lara (writing as JJG Cabanos) is
an artist whose works celebrate the
synergy of painting, poetry, dance,
and music. She often finds that a
poem will inspire a painting, or grow
out of a painting she is currently
working on.

Her poems have appeared in Exit
13 Magazine. Joy grew up in the
Philippines, has lived in the United
States and the United Kingdom, and
now she resides in Westfield. She
creates and presents art lectures for
children and adults.

Tom Plante has been editing EXIT
13 Magazine since 1988. It is an
annual journal of poetry that he pub-
lishes in Fanwood, and he estimates
that he has published the work of
more than 600 poets in his maga-
zines.

Mr. Plante is also a co-director of
the Fanwood Arts Council. The most
recent collection of his poetry is My
Back Yardstick.

For more information about the
gallery, visit
lesmalamutartgallery.web.officelive.com.
For more information, contact fellow
poet Barbara Wirkus at
dmbbw33@yahoo.com for more in-
formation.

Public Invited to Student
Musical Performances

WESTFIELD – The Fine Arts De-
partment of the Westfield Public Schools
invites the public to attend any of the 19
musical concerts scheduled for this
spring. Approximately 2,500 students
in grades kindergarten through high
school will perform district-wide. All
concerts are free and begin at 7:30 p.m.

Spring Concerts
May 11 – Tamaques Band and Vocal
May 12 – Westfield High School

Concert Band, Wind Ensemble and
Jazz Band 2

May 13 – Franklin Vocal
May 14 – Westfield High School

Chamber Orchestra and Symphony
Orchestra

May 18 – Elementary Strings at
Edison Intermediate School –
(Jefferson, McKinley, and Tamaques
students)

May 18 – Franklin Band
May 18 – Washington Band
May 18 – Wilson Band at Roosevelt

Intermediate School
May 20 – Elementary Strings at

Edison Intermediate School – (Franklin,
Washington and Wilson students)

May 20 – McKinley Band and Vocal
May 20 – Jefferson Band and Vocal
May 20 – Westfield High School

Choral Concert and Jazz Band
May 28 – Washington Vocal
May 28 – Wilson Vocal
June 1 – Roosevelt Intermediate

School All Bands
June 3 – All-City (Elementary Audi-

tioned Groups) at Westfield High School
June 4 – Edison Intermediate School

7th and 8th Grade Chorus and Orches-
tra

June 4 – Roosevelt Intermediate
School 7th Grade Chorus and Orches-
tra, Sharps and Flats, Early Morning
Orchestra

June 8 – Roosevelt Intermediate
School 6th and 8th Grade Chorus and
Orchestra

June 9 – Edison Intermediate School
6th Grade Band and Chorus

June 11 – Edison Intermediate School
7th and 8th Grade Band and Jazz Band

FW Author Helps Children
Remember Loved Ones Lost
FANWOOD – Fanwood-based au-

thor Michelle Shapiro Abraham has
written many Jewish children’s books,
but her latest is something she con-
siders special.

“The story is
based on my own
conversations with
my own daughter,
Avital Devorah,
about my father,
Dennis David
Shapiro,” she said.
“I decided years
ago that it was very
important to share
with my children
stories about my
father — to keep
him alive in our
hearts.”

Ms. Shapiro
Abraham is the di-
rector of education
for Temple Sholom, located in
Fanwood/Scotch Plains, and is the

wife of the congregation’s rabbi, Joel
Abraham. The couple has two school-
age children.

Beautifully illustrated by Janice
Fried, “Where is
Grandpa Dennis?”
is narrated by a
young girl who
one evening asks
her mother,
“Where is
Grandpa Dennis?”

“He is dead; you
know that,” her
mother answers.

“I know,” she
says, “but where is
he?”

Thus begins a
conversation be-
tween mother and
daughter about the
man for whom she
was named but

whom she never knew.
Ms. Shapiro Abraham’s previous

children’s books include “Shavua Tov!
A Good Week” and “My Cousin Tamar
Lives in Israel,” which won a 2008
Sydney Taylor Notable Book for Young
Readers award and is now a PJLibrary
book that is distributed to thousands of
two-year-olds across the country.

“I feel in so many ways that all of
the other books that I have written
opened the door for me so that I could
write this book,” said Ms. Shapiro
Abraham.

To learn more, see
urjbooksandmusic.com.

WSW 2009 Offers Courses
Old and New for Everyone

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

WESTFIELD – New to the Westfield
Summer Workshop’s (WSW) Arts and
Crafts Department will be International
Crafts. This course, designed for stu-
dents in grades 3 to 5, will explore the
world as these young artists create
projects representing a variety of glo-
bal cultures.

Following the
success of last
year’s introduction
of Mock Trial, this
year, the Commu-
nications Depart-
ment has added an
experience called
Debate Team, for
those in grades 6
through 8. This
class allows stu-
dents to demon-
strate their persua-
sive techniques by
taking a pro or con
side, gathering
facts, delivering
statements, formu-
lating a rebuttal and awaiting the judge’s
decision.

Another addition to the Communi-
cations Department is Story Stretchers
for students in grades 2 and 3. Children
will read stories and enhance their ex-
perience of the tales with a variety of
activities, projects and crafts.

Yoga, intended for students in grades
3 through 5, combines creativity, imagi-
nation, songs and story telling with
yoga postures intended to increase con-
centration, flexibility and strength. Yoga
mats will be provided by the workshop.

Classic Gym Games, created for stu-
dents in grades 2 to 4, will help them
maintain physical fitness while improv-
ing their skills in individual and team
challenges.

Musical Theater Chorus is an addi-

tion to the Music Department. Students
in grades 2 and 3 will sing and dance
their way through this musical revue of
Disney favorites.

Summer Stage Theater, for aspiring
actors in grades 6 through 12, has a new
production slated for this year, the sci-
fi spoof Little Shop of Horrors, with

book and lyrics by
Howard Ashman
and music by Alan
Menken.

Little Shop… is
the story of
Seymour, the timid
clerk at Skid Row
Florists, who must
choose between his
feelings for his
beautiful co-
worker, Audrey,
and the fame and
fortune delivered to
him by a menac-
ing, carnivorous
plant that wants to
overtake the world.

The 2009 WSW will be held at Edison
Intermediate School on Rahway Av-
enue in Westfield from Monday, June
29, until Friday, July 31, from 8:30 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m.

Open to residents of any commu-
nity, the program of more than 60
arts, crafts, music, dance, drama, com-
munications, musical theater and ka-
leidoscope classes is intended for stu-
dents in pre-school to grade 8, with
the Summer Stage Theater produc-
tion for grades 6 to 12. It also contains
an early morning drop off and a full
day of activity in conjunction with
the Westfield YMCA.

For more information, call (908) 518-
1551, visit njworkshopforthearts.com
or the NJWA studios at 150-152 East
Broad Street. xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

HI DIDDLE DIDDLE…Fiddlin’ Fun,
one of more than 60 course selections at
the Westfield Summer Workshop, will
be joined by several new classes this
July to provide area students with a
fun-filled arts experience.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and ½ popcorns

As celebrated in Monsters vs. Aliens,
one great thing about cartoons is that
instead of dying a gruesome death when
hit by a meteor, you turn into a 50-foot
superhero. It’s in the DNA of animated
characters. Susan, who becomes the
heroine Ginormica, surely owes her
very being to the eons of dropped anvils
the Road Runner and his ilk survived.

Tyler and Brittney, who doubtless
couldn’t care less about the Darwinian
implications of this PG-rated space in-
vasion, should find it amusing, if they’re
between 6 and 9 and not terribly jaded.
Parents, on the other hand, might find
solace in analyzing what the filmmak-
ers who profit by tomorrow’s citizens
feel is their educational obligation.

Neatly exampled moral lessons
thread nicely through the screenplay,
voiced with lively inflection by an all-
star cast. Tutorials include, but are not
limited to, Women’s Lib, tolerance of
other life forms (even if they’re mon-
sters) and how to deal with invading
tyrants who would enslave us. Pity
though, nothing about indiscreet ex-
vice presidents.

Though Junior doesn’t have all that
much cinema background yet, he’ll be
right in echoing Dad’s take on the qual-
ity of animation: It just keeps getting
better and better. Combining the new
technology with some very traditional
modes of cartooning makes for a big
screen full of vibrant and whimsical
fantasy. The plot is at once old and new.

Meaning the venerable standby hasn’t
been used in an animated feature…until
now. Call it the kiddy version of The
Dirty Dozen (1967), a primer on quid
pro quo. Only instead of army jailbirds
being offered freedom in exchange for
undertaking a dangerous mission be-
hind Nazi lines, our film’s lovable mon-
sters are asked to save the world.

Of course they’re hardly considered
as such when first we meet the ragtag
crew of humorous ogres, captured over
the years and sequestered in a secret
military installation. Au contraire, it’s
thought their presence will frighten
humankind. Following her capture,
Susan/Ginormica, articulated by Reese
Witherspoon, is tossed among them.

There, she and her newfound compa-
triots might have stayed if it weren’t for
the urgings of their jailer, General W.R.
Monger (Kiefer Sutherland). For when
the president is at an impasse about how
to fight an alien invasion led by Gallaxhar,
he suggests the monsters. P.S. ‘twas an
errant meteor from the evil one’s planet
that caused Susan’s transformation.

President Hathaway (Steven
Colbert), a rather silly doofus who al-
most pushes the bad red button when
trying to fix himself a cup of coffee,

Monsters vs. Aliens:
A Battle for the Right Ages

nonetheless makes the right decision
here. Susan and her motley monsters
are released…their mission clear.
They’re obviously good enough to pro-
tect those who previously classified
them undesirable.

War ensues. Ostensibly a light show
of one-upmanship, its manifestations
will frighten only the smallest of view-
ers. Otherwise, it’s an action-stuffed
bragging contest, each side trying to
claim superiority. Rainn Wilson’s
Gallaxhar, sounding much like classic
film villain Henry Daniell, is just the
right combination of menacing and lu-
dicrous.

Reminiscent of other odd alliances,
the amalgam of monsters quickly brings
to mind the gaggle of unappreciated
souls who joined up with Dorothy in
The Wizard of Oz (1939). In this case,
incarcerated because of who they are,
each needs to prove his or her worth.
That includes Susan, a natural born
leader despite a recent disappointment
in love.

A super Snow White to her acquired
retinue, Susan learned the truth about
her selfish fiancée, news anchor Derek
Dietl (Paul Rudd), just before every-
thing went kablooey. They were to be
wed. But there is an advantage to every
disadvantage. While Helen Reddy’s “I
am woman, hear me roar” isn’t inter-
jected, you might imagine it is.

The boys, for all their odd looks, are
really a sweet bunch once you get to
know them. Hugh Laurie’s Dr. Cock-
roach is the polite, eggheaded genius;
B.O.B (Seth Rogen) is a goodhearted,
colloidal blob of insecurity with no
apparent brain; and anxious-to-please
Link (Will Arnett), a virtual combo of
species, is, well, the missing link.

Rounding out the crusading quintet,
the fourth Musketeer is the quiet but
huge Insectisauras, a PG send up of
Mothra (1961). But, while sheer might
certainly counts, their true strength de-
rives from being right. Even little Johnny
can sense something’s not kosher when
the bad guy’s goose-stepping minions
salute and shout “Hail Gallaxhar.”

Enlightenment indeed. Problem is,
after an edifying survey of what’s
being served up to moviegoing youth
these days, accompanying adults are
apt to lose interest. Urbane only in
parts, it doesn’t really play on two
levels. Hence the dilemma: sacrifice
and take the kids to see Monsters vs.
Aliens vs. being like Gallaxhar and
only caring about yourself.

* * *
Monsters vs. Aliens, rated PG, is a

Paramount Pictures release directed by
Rob Letterman and Conrad Vernon and
stars the voices of Reese Witherspoon,
Seth Rogen and Hugh Laurie. Running
time: 94 minutes.

Potters Guild Holds
Spring Sale in Mside
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Potters’

Guild of New Jersey will hold its
pottery sale at the Community Pres-
byterian Church, located on 1459
Deer Path in Mountainside, on April
18 and 19.

The event, which is free to attend,
will occur on Saturday from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and on Sunday from noon to
5 p.m.

HIGH TEA TIME...A High Tea party for 20 at Ann Beall’s Tea Room, complete
with virtuoso violin performance and hosted by Maestro David Wroe, center, is
one of the items up for bid at the live auction at the Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) fundraising Gala on April 18, at Shackamaxon Country Club. This year’s
Spanish-themed Gala, Viva Flamenco, will also include a silent auction, as well as
a cocktail reception, gourmet dinner and dancing to a 10-piece band. Invitations
have been mailed to WSO subscribers and supporters, but attendance is open to
the public, and invitations may be obtained by calling the WSO office at (908) 232
9400. Pictured above are Nancy Baker, owner of Ana Beall’s, left, and  Dawn
Perkins, Ana Beall’s events coordinator.

NOTED FOR VOLUNTEERISM…Delores Kilkenny, left, and Marie Dorne,
members of the Woman’s Club of Westfield, have been honored for their 35 years
of continuous membership in the club. They have contributed to scores of activities
with faithful volunteerism. Both ladies are longtime residents of Westfield.

Extra Education News

Students Inducted into
World Language Society

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catho-
lic High School in Scotch Plains cel-
ebrated “World Language Week” with
all events culminating at the induction
of 39 students into the World Lan-
guage National Honor Society.

The week kicked off with hallways
filled with hundreds of hanging flags,
a poster contest and a cultural festival
with students bringing foods from their
own heritage and dressing in tradi-
tional cultural clothing.

On March 4, 10 students were
inducted into the French Honor So-
ciety, moderated by Fran Brennan;
nine represented the Italian Honor
Society, moderated by John
Cerimele, and 20 went into the Span-
ish Honor Society, moderated by
Cathy McHugh, department chair of
the World Language Department.

The requirements for induction state
that the student must study at least five
semesters of a World Language, attain
a B+ average, show evidence of inter-
est in and concern for the language
culture, customs and people, and dem-

onstrate an above-average proficiency
in that language.

Students inducted into the French
Honor Society are Alexandra Fee,
Shweta Gohil, Florianne Jalac, Rob-
ert Magella, Colleen Mulkern,
Catherine Munkittrick, Nathalia
Obara, Irene Orejudos, Mariah
Phillips and Aaron Pinkard.

Students inducted into the Italian
Honor Society are Christopher Bruno,
Damian Bzdyra, Lindsay Chaillet, Jes-
sica Costa, Erica Gianella, Arielle
Gonzales, Stephanie Ramirez, Maggie
Walsh and Amy Zofcin.

Students inducted into the Span-
ish Honor Society are Alex Bricki,
Megan Carr, Briana Cash, John
Cierpial, Jamie Ciocon, Jaclyn Ferrie,
Megan Furlong, Gregory Gedman,
Elizabeth Jones, Thomas Kaluzny,
Keith Kilanowski, James Kocur,
Samantha Marques, Echesia
Nwizugbo, Matthew O’Donnell,
Vanessa Rivera, Ashley Robinson,
Anthony Sarango, Alexander Tran
and Christopher Wolff.

VIVE LA FRANCE…The French Honor Society appears with moderator
Madame Fran Brennan as Union Catholic High School in Scotch Plains cel-
ebrated “World Language Week.”

St. Peter’s Prep Honors
Scotch Plains Resident

SCOTCH PLAINS – Peter LiVolsi
of Scotch Plains, a sophomore at Saint
Peter’s Preparatory School in Jersey
City, was among nine students pre-
sented with the Prep Spirit Award dur-
ing a ceremony on April 1.

Spirit Award recipients are nomi-
nated by their peers and selected by a
committee of faculty and students for
their ongoing active participation in
the school community, modeling the
qualities that define the ideal Prep
student: open to growth, intellectually
competent, religious, loving and com-
mitted to doing justice.

The program seeks, in particular, to
recognize the “unsung heroes” of the
school. The award has been presented

to several students each year since 1981.
The award is typically given to se-

niors, and occasionally to juniors, but
school officials said the sophomore
was chosen for the “quiet leadership”
he has displayed in his first two years
at the school.

St. Peter’s Prep Principal James
DeAngelo continued, “His enthusi-
asm in the bleachers as a leading mem-
ber of the ‘Marauder Nation’ spirit
club, his sense of calm and purpose on
the links as a member of the golf team,
and his overall commitment to excel-
lence and openness to growth have all
distinguished him as a leader for his
class, as they prepare to enter the
second half of their high school years.”

GETTING IN THE SPIRIT…Peter LiVolsi, center, of Scotch Plains, is photo-
graphed with Saint Peter’s Prep president Reverend Robert Reiser, left, and
principal James DeAngelo after receiving his Prep Spirit Award on April 1.

U Catholic Students Attend
American Legion Boys State

SCOTCH PLAINS – American
Legion Boys State is among the most
respected and selective educational
programs of government instruction
for high school students. It is a
participatory program where each
participant becomes a part of the
operation of his local, county and state
government.

Union Catholic High School of
Scotch Plains announced that three
students have been selected to this
prestigious program and will
participate at Rider University in the
weeklong program this summer.

The students chosen to attend are
Kevin Coughlan of Scotch Plains,
Thomas Kaluzny of Elizabeth and
Robert Magella of Carteret.

Kevin is a student ambassador, a
member of the Big Brother/Big Sister
program and a varsity track team
member.

Thomas is a member of the
Academic Team and Service Club and
also works as an aide and alter server
in his local parish. Robert Magella is a
member of the varsity Swim Team and
Forensics Team and is a pipe player in
the Central Jersey Police and Fire Pipe
and Drum.

At American Legion Boys State,
participants are exposed to the rights
and privileges, the duties and the

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM...Second
graders at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison transformed their class-
rooms into a dinosaur museum last month
for parents, faculty and staff members.
The students acted as docents as they led
guests through the “museum,”complete
with clay dinosaur fossils, essays, art-
work, prehistoric models and papier-
mâché sculptures. Above, Alexandra
Lack of Westfield shows her father, Simon
Lack and grandmother, Jean Lucas of
Westfield, some of the prehistoric art-
work created by the students.

WF’s Cantor Earns
Prestigious RU Honor

WESTFIELD – Rutgers Univer-
sity will bestow its highest alumni
honor on Westfield resident Dorothy
Cantor in May: membership in the
Hall of Distinguished Alumni.

The pioneering psychologist will
be recognized along with fellow gradu-
ates Natalie Morales of NBC’s “The
Today Show” and Pulitzer Prize win-
ner Junot Diaz, among others.

Collectively, their work has won a
Pulitzer Prize, advanced patient rights,
saved the lives of heart attack patients
and moved the nation toward a more
sustainable energy future, among other
achievements.

Since the Rutgers University
Alumni Federation created the Hall in
1987, such notables as best-selling
author Janet Evanovich, actor and hu-
manitarian Paul Robeson and Nobel
Prize winners Selman Waksman and
Milton Friedman have been named to
its ranks.

Ms. Cantor is the first woman clini-
cian to serve as president of the Ameri-
can Psychological Association.

The honorees will be inducted into
the Hall of Distinguished Alumni on
May 2, at The Heldrich in New
Brunswick. The annual awards recep-
tion and dinner will begin at 5:30 p.m.
To learn more, see alumni.rutgers.edu/
HDA2008.

responsibilities of a franchised citizen.
The training is objective and

practical with city, county and state
governments operated by the students
elected to the various offices.

Activities include legislative
sessions, court proceedings, law
enforcement presentations,
assemblies, bands, chorus and
recreational programs.

WF’s Callahan Makes
Fairfield Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Fairfield Univer-

sity announced that Colin Callahan,
a resident of Westfield and son of
Michael and Dianne Callahan, was
named to the school’s dean’s list.

To be selected, a student must at-
tain a grade point average of at least
3.5 of a possible 4.0.

Mr. Callahan is majoring in Finance.


