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Mattessich Vows Fiscal Responsibility,
Transparency and Accessibility

Over the past several weeks, I have
written about matters of importance to me
in my candidacy for the Westfield Board
of Education. With the election now 12
days away, I want to summarize the three
most important things that I have heard
you say to me through our many conver-
sations. You want fiscal responsibility,
transparency and you want accessibility.

Fiscal responsibility runs hand in hand
with our budgetary constraints. It is not
enough to push a budget through the
system and live by its terms. We must
challenge what is in our budget each and
every day throughout the year – not just in
the context of the next annual budget
vote. We must challenge our spending,
dollar by dollar, asking, for example,
whether we can find lower cost providers
of supplies. I have a strong financial back-
ground and the common sense to do ex-
actly that. I have worked as a CPA and
have a MBA in Finance. I have many
years of practical business experience. I
will not hesitate to jump in and under-
stand the details of the budget in order to
creatively lower costs while maintaining
our tradition of excellence in education.
Nor will I become complacent and rely on
simply doing things the way we have
done them in the past on the assumption
that it is the most efficient or effective
way to do things.

Transparency is something many of us
feel has been lacking. My goal is to effec-
tively represent all of you. That can only
be accomplished by allowing all of you to
know what is going on – and what is
coming down the pike – in a timely man-
ner. And in addition to knowing what is
happening – you need to know why it is
happening. And your feedback needs to
be a large part of the “why” that results in
any action. Better communication leads
to better transparency. Our Board of Edu-
cation is comprised of good, hard-work-
ing individuals who are committed to
continuing the excellence in education in
Westfield. But I think that sometimes the
process becomes too mechanical. Deci-
sions are made without sufficient public
transparency – or in non-public commit-
tee meetings – because this is the way the
process has operated for years. I believe it

is time for new thinking.
Accessibility is, and should always be,

a requirement of an effective representa-
tive. I have discussed with many of you
over the past few weeks your view that it
is not always easy to attend board of ed
meetings and ask the hard questions. Or
worse, that you feel that by the time of the
meeting it is too late – decisions are
already made going in – and whatever
you say is not going to make a difference.
And you have voiced this concern in the
context of accessibility – asking why you
can’t more readily access board members
and have informal discussions to air your
views and receive clear feedback. If
elected, I can assure you that I will be
accessible. I will be creative in how best
to reach out to you – perhaps it is as simple
as setting up “classroom time” over at the
BOE building during which you can come
ask questions or let me know your point
of view. I will dedicate an e-mail address
for your inquiries. I will continue to share
my thoughts through The Leader. And I
will visit your schools as often as neces-
sary so that you know I am an active part
of each school in the system. I will be
there for you when needed.

I have two children in the Westfield
school system. And collectively, we have
thousands. I care about the education that
each and every one of our children and
young adults receive and I care about
your voice to ensure that the system oper-
ates in the best possible manner.

I am confident that my strong legal,
business and financial background will
allow me to represent you well – to pro-
vide the fiscal responsibility, transpar-
ency and accessibility that you are en-
titled to from an elected representative.

I will draw on the sum of all of my
experiences, as a lawyer, as a business
person, as a father, and as someone who
cares deeply about our children and the
home we all call Westfield, to make sure
we get it right – every day – day after day.

I welcome your thoughts. Please e-
mail me at mattessich-for-
boe@comcast.net.

Rich Mattessich
Westfield

Why I Am the Right BOE Candidate
At the Right Time - David Finn

My name is David Finn and I have been
a resident of Westfield since 2000. I be-
lieve my combined experience in four
areas – professional services sales, em-
ployee benefits consulting, fundraising
and volunteerism – uniquely qualify me
for a position on the Westfield Board of
Education.

First off, many people have the
misperception that selling is more about
talking than listening. This could not be
further from the truth. The most success-
ful sales people are those who ask the
right questions, spend most of the discus-
sion listening and work with clients to co-
develop mutually beneficial solutions.
Critically analyzing all alternative solu-
tions and continuously challenging as-
sumptions lie at the heart of successful
client service. I view the role of a board
member to be extremely similar in these
areas.

As for the value of my employee ben-
efits background, all you need to do is
look at the budget. The largest increased
expense for the Westfield Schools over
the past few years has been the medical
insurance premium. This will continue to
be the case if this area is not addressed.
Would it not be beneficial to have a board
member who possesses the knowledge of
this ever-increasing cost area and could
offer recommended plan design changes
that may be palatable to our teachers and
other employees?

Thirdly, due to the difficult financial
times, many in our state are beginning to
realize the only way to span increasing
disparities in school budgets will be
through private funding, yes, donations
and sponsorships. There are many corpo-
rations, Westfield alumni and private citi-
zens that would be attractive sources for
this additional revenue. For the past two
years I have been chairman of the Annual
Fund of St. Peter’s Prep, and in this role,
I have developed a keen awareness of
what is important to donor groups and
how to reach each of these groups with
customized messages that resonate.
Surely, this experience would be valu-
able to the board in the coming years.

Finally, although this is my first time
running for elected office in town or any-
where for that matter I am no stranger to
volunteering – especially when it comes
to volunteering that enhances the lives of
the youth of Westfield. I have coached
basketball and baseball in town for the
past six years and more recently coordi-
nated the parish basketball league at St.
Helen’s. I have thoroughly enjoyed these
experiences and am looking forward to
continuing to serve our children as a mem-
ber of the Westfield Board of Education.

I am seeking this honor because of my

experience and what I can offer the board
and the citizens of Westfield. I feel I am
the right candidate at the right time. I hope
I can count on your support.

Please remember to vote on April 21.
Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

You can reach me at
finnforwestfieldboe@yahoo.com. I look
forward to hearing from you.

In closing, running for the Westfield
Board of Education has been very inter-
esting and exciting. Many of the citizens
with whom I have spoken share very
similar concerns about the economy, the
budget, property taxes, real estate values
and, yes, redistricting. The next few
months and years will be difficult. I offer
my focus and commitment to get us
through these tough times. Westfield has
a very rich tradition of high quality edu-
cation. I feel I am up the challenge to work
with fellow board members, other con-
stituencies in town and the superinten-
dent to navigate through the rough waters
ahead with a sense of accountability, trans-
parency and commitment to educational
excellence.

As a town, we can no longer allow
outside factors to influence something we
hold so precious as the education of our
children. We must improve upon the way
by which we plan in the long term for
events such as enrollment surges, eco-
nomic downturns and the obsolescence
of our physical plant. I will work to ensure
we do not plan from year to year, but in a
more comprehensive way. I feel strongly
that if better planning were undertaken in
years past many of the challenges we face
today would not be so grave.

We are a town that has been blessed
with so much. But make no mistake, some
of our citizens have not been equally
fortunate. Some are not in a financial
position to pay much more in the way of
property taxes. I will do everything in my
power as a board member to uncover new
sources of revenue by working with our
philanthropic organizations in town so
that future tax increases will be less of a
burden to our citizens.

I firmly believe that with new sets of
eyes and ears involved in the board and
the budgeting process we may hear and
see things differently. It is with this thought
in mind that I make a promise to serve no
longer than two, three-year terms and will
challenge my fellow board members to
do the same. We must involve more of our
citizens in the process to improve the
transparency of the process and the edu-
cation of our children.

I seek your support on April 21. Thank
you.

David Finn
Westfield
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Willow Grove Sets Services
For Tonight and Tomorrow

SPRING IS HERE!…The annual Philadelphia Flower Show, held recently at the
Pennsylvania Convention Center, this year featured the theme “Bella Italia.” The
event showcased an array of floral exhibits celebrating the history, beauty and
culture of Italy. Pictured at the show are community editor Suzette Stalker and
her mother, Phyllis Stalker, a floral designer with Cranford Florist.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church invites
members of the community to attend
its services tonight and tomorrow
commemorating Maundy Thursday
and Good Friday. Children are en-
couraged to participate in these ser-
vices.

A Maundy Thursday Seder Dinner
and Last Supper will take place to-
night, April 9, at 6:30 p.m. in Ryno
Hall. Participants will learn about the
Passover meal Jesus celebrated with
his disciples and the symbolism of
the special foods of the Seder meal. A
potluck dinner will follow. Children
and families may come early at 6 p.m.
for some preparation crafts and ac-
tivities.

A Good Friday Tenebrae Taize Ser-
vice of Music, Prayer and Darkness
will be held tomorrow, April 10, at
7:30 p.m. This is a service depicts the
events that led to Jesus’ crucifixion.
As the solemn service progresses,
lighted candles will gradually be ex-

tinguished and, finally, the congrega-
tion will exit in silence and in dark-
ness.

The Easter Sunday service will take
place April 12 at 10 a.m. It will in-
clude joyful worship and music with
guest musicians. A children’s Easter
Egg Hunt with Joy Bags and refresh-
ments will follow.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains, near the cor-
ner of South Martine Avenue. All
facilities are handicap-accessible.
Large-print bulletins and hymnbooks
are available, as are headsets for the
hearing-impaired.

For more information, call the
church office Monday through Fri-
day at (908) 232-5678, e-mail
info@willowgrovechurch.org or ac-
cess willowgrovechurch.org.

More Community NewsHelp Reclaim the Westfield
Conservation Center from Abuse

Landscape contractors are overrunning
the Westfield Conservation Center, which
is supposed to be for Westfield and Scotch
Plains residents to bring their property
debris.

These contractors register their pick up
trucks without commercial plates. They
do not put their name on the trucks or they
use magnets they remove when they pull
into the dump. They take whatever means
need be to obtain stickers for entry to the
conservation center and it is costing local
residence thousands of dollars.

Our Westfield mayor, town adminis-
trator and town council people need our
help as residents to put this to a stop. If
you are a Westfield or Scotch Plains/
Fanwood resident, they need your sug-
gestions on how this can be stopped and
they need to know who these contractors
are who are illegally dumping.

If you use a landscape contractor, check
their pick up truck. If it has a Westfield
Conservation sticker on it, take down the
license plate, take a photo and forward it

to the DPW or a town official and report
them. Town officials can all be reached
by e-mail by going to
www.Westfieldnj.gov.

Residents who do not use landscape
contractors, be on the lookout for land-
scape contractors operating in your town
using pickup trucks without names on
their trucks that have Westfield Conser-
vation stickers on them. If they have a
Westfield Conservation sticker on their
truck, contact a town official and have
them reported. This is costing all of us
residents thousand’s of dollars. It is wrong
and as residents, we all need to band
together and do something about it.

Help us all reclaim our conservation
center. Something needs to be done now
before the weather breaks and these con-
tractors get these stickers and start dump-
ing on a regular basis. Contact the town
officials and ask what you can do to help
them with this problem. westfieldnj.gov.

Rose Cuccaro
Westfield

April 22 Workshop Focuses
On Survival of Non-Profits

SCOTCH PLAINS – A workshop
sponsored by the Union County free-
holders on Wednesday, April 22, will
examine ideas to help non-profit
groups.

The program, coordinated by the
county Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, runs from 6:30 to 9:15
p.m. at the Jewish Community Cen-
ter, located at 1391 South Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

“This is an excellent opportunity
for organizations to gain valuable in-
sights and survival strategies during
the economic downturn,” Freeholder
Chairman Al Mirabella said. “In turn,
all of our communities benefit from
the financial health of local non-profit
groups.”

The workshop will be led by Les
Loysen, president of Consulting Ser-
vices for Non-Profit Organizations.

“We should view the current eco-

nomic climate as an opportunity to
strengthen our organizations by be-
coming lean, mean machines and
adding more tools to our toolboxes
and reviving our commitment to our
missions,” Mr. Loysen said.

Board presidents, board members,
executive directors, staff and volun-
teers of arts, cultural, history and
service organizations are invited to
attend the workshop, which is funded
in part by the Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

Pre-registration is required by Fri-
day, April 17. The registration form
and fee of $10 should be sent to the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, located at 633 Pearl
Street in, Elizabeth. Checks should be
made payable to the County of Union.

To receive a registration form or to
learn about other programs, services
and volunteer opportunities, contact
the office at (908) 558-2550 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org. NJ Relay us-
ers dial 711.

Library Slates Return
Of Folk Music Café

MOUNTAINSIDE – The popular
Folk Music Café, featuring live music,
fresh coffee and desserts, will return on
Thursday, April 16, from 7 to 8:45 p.m.
at the Mountainside Public Library.

Folk musician Spook Handy will
again serve as emcee for the event. The
featured performer this month will be
Pennsylvania favorite Chuck
Schaeffer, known for his blend of folk-
rock, bluegrass and country repertoire.

The evening also will include a song
share, where audience members can
request or even lead songs. A piano
will be available. Admission to the
Folk Music Café will be free. The
library is located on Constitution Plaza.

The Folk Music Café is co-spon-
sored by the Friends of the
Mountainside Library. For more in-
formation, visit the library’s website,
mountainsidelibrary.org, or call (908)
233-0115.

Seasons Group Posts
April Meeting Dates

WESTFIELD – Seasons, a support
group for single individuals, will hold
its next meetings on Tuesdays, April
14 and 28, from 7:15 to 9 p.m. in the
activities center building of St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church, located at
1600 Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

On April 14, a licensed clinical psy-
chiatrist will speak on risk and rela-
tionships. The April 28 meeting will
feature a discussion on commitments.

Seasons is offered to divorced, sepa-
rated and widowed individuals of all
faiths, as well as anyone who has
experienced the loss of a relationship.
Its purpose is to assist people in the
healing of emotions and spirit through
group discussions, guest speakers and
social activities. All are welcome.

For more information, call Bob
Laudati at (908) 322-7762 or Joan
Hernandez at (908) 930-2791 or e-
mail 2008seasons@live.com.

We’ll Help Your Business

Get Back On Track

sales@goleader.com
(908) 232-4407

The Westfield Leader

www.goleader.com

National MS Society Seeks
Participants to Join Movement

“The recent merging of the Mid-
Jersey and Greater North Jersey Chap-
ters has made the New Jersey Metro
Chapter one of the largest organiza-
tions within the National MS Soci-
ety,” said Gina Murdoch, vice-presi-
dent of special events for the National
MS Society – New Jersey Metro
Chapter. “We are thrilled to have such
a large group working together this
year to make a difference in the lives
of so many who are affected by mul-
tiple sclerosis. We anticipate this
year’s Walk MS to be a huge success
in many ways!”

The success of Walk MS will di-
rectly impact the New Jersey Metro
Chapter’s ability to meet its goals,
which include providing additional
program opportunities and increas-
ing its research commitment. Events
like Walk MS, through which indi-
viduals and groups work together to
make a difference, are what make
finding a cure a possibility.

Participants are welcome to regis-
ter individually, join a team, or create
a team. For more information about
Walk MS, contact Patricia Tupycia,
in central New Jersey at (732) 660-
1005 or Jennifer Hivry in northern
New Jersey at (201) 967-5599 or visit
walknjm.nationalmssociety.org.

CBI Course to Offer
Study of Revelation

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-
tion Beth Israel, located at 18 Shalom
Way in Scotch Plains, will hold an
Adult Education program entitled
“Eighteen Faces of Revelation.”

This program will span six eve-
nings of study on Wednesday, April
22, Tuesday, April 28, Wednesday,
May 6, Wednesday, May 13, Tues-
day, May 19, and Wednesday, May
27, at 7:30 p.m. Rabbi Charles R.
Lightner will be the instructor.

These six evenings of study will
culminate in the week of Shavuot, the
holiday on which Jewish people com-
memorate revelation. Six fundamen-
tal questions will be asked regarding
revelation, including: Who? What?
When? Where? Why? and How?

In the case of each question, par-
ticipants will examine the answers of
the traditional community, the con-
servative community and the liberal
community. Six questions with three
answers each produce 18 approaches
to the discussion of this critical issue.

For more information or to regis-
ter, call Congregation Beth Israel at
(908) 889-1830. This program is open
to the public.

AREA – The newly formed New
Jersey Metro Chapter of the National
Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Society is
looking for people to join this year’s
Walk MS to help create a world free
of multiple sclerosis, a chronic dis-
ease of the central nervous system
that affects more than 13,000 people
in New Jersey and more than 400,000
people nationwide.

The 21st Annual Walk MS kicks
off Sunday, April 19, at 10 a.m. at a
variety of walk sites throughout New
Jersey and is one of New Jersey’s
largest and most widespread orga-
nized walks. All funds raised from
the event will support critical MS
research programs and fund local pro-
grams and services for all those who
are impacted by the disease.

People of all ages are now wel-
come to register online at
walknjm.nationalmssociety.org or at
9 a.m. on the day of the event. Partici-
pants will register to begin their walk
at one of the following 15 walk sites:
Belmar, Cranford, Edison,
Flemington, Freehold, Hamilton,
Hewitt, Jersey City, Ridgewood,
Roseland, Roxbury, Sandy Hook,
Seaside Park, North Brunswick and
Somerville. Courses range from three
to nine miles.

PSE&G Says Utilities Can
Play Role in Econo. Recovery

NEW BRUNSWICK – PSE&G
Chairman, President and CEO Ralph
Izzo called for urgent action on en-
ergy and jobs while speaking at a
conference at Rutgers University’s
Heldrich Center for Workforce De-
velopment last week.

“New Jersey can be a leader in
creating a clean energy industry that
will stimulate the economy, put people
back to work, fight climate change
and improve energy security,” Mr.
Izzo said. “But we must act quickly to
ensure we don’t let opportunity pass
us by.”

Policymakers, educators, unions,
non-profits and business leaders from
both green and traditional energy
companies joined together at Rutgers
for a policy discussion intended to
improve efforts to develop an energy
workforce.

Mr. Izzo spoke of three big chal-
lenges facing the nation: an ailing
economy, a warming planet and a
reliance on foreign oil, which is af-
fecting the nation’s energy security.
He pointed toward a recovery led by
the private sector, encouraged by the
public sector and supported by the
American people.

He called this an “historic oppor-
tunity to invest in energy,” and out-
lined $1.6 billion in investments pro-
posed by the company’s utility,
PSE&G, to combat climate change,
improve energy security and create
jobs. They include: $700 million in
accelerated infrastructure invest-

ments; $190 million to help bring
the benefits of conservation to more
residents and small businesses in
New Jersey cities, and $773 million
to bring solar power into every com-
munity PSE&G serves.

“The sooner these proposals re-
ceive a green light from our regula-
tors, the sooner we may be able to
leverage these programs to attract
federal dollars,” he said. “While
speeding the investment, we need
to prepare the future energy
workforce. This could involve the
largest recruiting, training and
workforce development effort since
the building of the electric grid a
century ago.”

Mr. Izzo spoke about the impor-
tance of partnerships with commu-
nity colleges and secondary and vo-
cational schools, and said it is impor-
tant to reach students at the point
when they are starting to think about
careers paths.

“The roundtable brought together
many of New Jersey’s leading em-
ployers, educators, union officials,
and government policymakers,” said
Carl Van Horn, professor and direc-
tor at the Heldrich Center. “Our
research shows that a coordinated
approach by all these stakeholders
is the key to aligning worker train-
ing with the next generation of jobs
being created by the energy indus-
try.”

For the complete text of Mr. Izzo’s
remarks, visit pseg.com.

Additional Area News

FCC Posts Services
Tonight Until Easter
WESTFIELD – The First Congre-

gational Church invites visitors of all
ages to celebrate Easter with services
beginning tonight, Thursday, April 9,
and continuing through Easter Sun-
day on April 12.

Maundy Thursday will be observed
at 7:30 p.m. this evening with a service
of scripture, hymns and communion.
A Good Friday service of scripture,
hymns, prayer and reflection will be
held at 7:30 p.m. tomorrow, April 10,
in the church’s Patton Auditorium.

Easter Sunday will be celebrated
April 12 with services at 9 and 11
a.m. Music for organ and brass will
include Widor’s “Toccata” and
Handel’s “Hallelujah” chorus. A one-
room schoolhouse and infant care
will be available at both services.
One coffee hour will be hosted be-
tween services at 10 a.m.

The First Congregational Church,
a member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer Street
in Westfield. The sanctuary is acces-
sible by a wheelchair ramp and offers
infrared listening devices for the hear-
ing impaired. For more information,
call the church office at (908) 233-
2494 or visit the church website
fccofwestfield.org.

Spaghetti Dinner Set
At St. Bart’s April 24
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Rosary

Altar Society of St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church, lo-
cated at 2032 Westfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains, will host its Annual
Authentic Spaghetti Dinner on Fri-
day, April 24, from 5:30 to 8 p.m. in
the school gymnasium.

Tickets are $8 for adults, $3 for
children ages 3 to 10 and free for
children under 3. Dinner will include
spaghetti and meatballs, salad, bread
and butter, and dessert.

Tickets will be sold after all masses
on April 18 and 19, or may be pur-
chased by calling K. Sanguiliano at
(908) 322-8809 or C. Sanguiliano at
(908) 322-5409. No tickets will be
sold at the door. This year there will
be arts and crafts and entertainment
for the children. Proceeds will ben-
efit St. Bartholomew Church.

Mindowaskin Park
Cleanup is April 25

WESTFIELD – A spring cleanup
announced by The Friends of
Mindowaskin has been scheduled for
Mindowaskin Park on Saturday, April
25 from 9 a.m. to noon. Volunteers
and organizations are urged to par-
ticipate and bring gloves, rakes, and
tools to trim shrubs. The meeting
point for volunteers is at The Band-
stand, located in the center of the
park. For more information, call (908)
233-0028 or e-mail
infor@mindowaskinpark.org

The Friends of Mindowaskin is a
non-profit organization, founded in
the early 1990’s to revitalize and pre-
serve the park. The mission of The
Friends of Mindowaskin Park is to
ensure the long-term enjoyment of
this public park by Westfield resi-
dents and patrons. Currently under
way is a fundraising campaign for a
‘Memory Walk’ at the historic band-
stand. Granite pavers for dedication
are available for purchase from The
Friends.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com


