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Crusaders Hold Off
Blue Devil Laxers

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com.
Click archives

April 6, 2006: For several months,
there has been widespread specula-
tion as to who was going to be the
next Westfield High School football
Head Coach and it had been rumored
that Jim DeSarno, the five-year head
coach at Kinnelon High School, has
been the chosen one. Well! The ru-
mors have become a reality.

April 6, 2005: The Raider baseball
team erupted for eight runs in the
second inning and continued tram-
pling the plate to jolt Linden, 18-8, in
five innings in Scotch Plains. Matt
Scibek (2-for-4, 3 runs scored, 3 RBI)
got the momentum rolling with a
three-run homer over the centerfield
fence in the second inning. Leadoff
batter Kyle Gates went 3-for-3 with
three runs scored and three RBI.

April 10, 2004: Another Blue Devil
girls’ track and field record was bro-
ken when the Blue Devils’ sprint
medley relay team captured first at
the Raider Relays in Hillsborough.
Emily MacNeil (with a 2:15.5 split),
Annie Onishi, Jennell Carter and
Ja’net Tiller crossed first in a time of
4:12.3 to break the previous record of
4:14.1 set in 1997 by Tiffany Hester,
Becky Hamilton, Suzy Kozub and
Megan Shutts at the Union County
Relays.

April 9, 2002: The Raider boys
and girls track & field teams topped
rival Westfield in Scotch Plains. The
boys prevailed, 75-56 and the girls
won 69-53. Raider Ray Williams
placed first in all four of his events –
100 meters (10.3), 200 meters (21.2),
400 meters (47.3) and the long jump
with a leap of 20’8.75”. Jayme Ferraro
placed first in all four of her events –
100 hurdles (15.7), 400 intermediate
hurdles (1:05.9), 200 meters 26.0 and
the high jump with a height of 5’0”.

April 10, 2001: Caitlin MacDonald
struck out four, scattered eight hits
and walked two in addition to whack-
ing a triple, slapping a single and
scoring a run to lead the Blue Devil

softball team to a 3-2 victory over
Old Bridge in Westfield.

April 6, 1999: Senior Allison
Checchio captured first in three field
events and placed third in another as
the Blue Devil girls track and field
team breezed past Cranford, 86-35,
in their season opener in Westfield.
Checchio won the javelin, the discus
and the shot put.

(Note: This is the fifth in a six-part
series of the Most Memorable Mo-
ments of WHS sports history that the
author has personally attended.)

If you love baseball, real baseball,
tough, hard-nosed, “inside” baseball,
then Westfield was the place to be in
the mid-1960s. With Norm (Capt.
Nemo) Koury coaching the high
school, Robert Turner in charge of
the Merchants semipro team, Al
Moeller running the American Le-
gion team, and an amazing group of
talent pumping through the youth
programs, it was a truly golden pe-
riod of America’s pastime in the Old
Towne.

Pitchers? Jim Smith, Marty and
Jim Howarth, Dennis Burke, Bill
Richold, Greg Chlan, Don Anderson,
Frank Tokash and John Bednarz.

Catchers? Dick Myers, Charley
Widmer, Jeff Bauer, Ed Down, Bob
Brewster and Rick Thorne.

Infielders? Don Tokash, Richie
Barnett, Joe Wiendl, Dwight Davies,
Billy Myers, Mike Mease, Rick
James, Chuck Hood, Rich Papaccio
and Jim Ohaus.

First basemen? Jerry Post, Dave
Thompson, Charlie Mason, Ken Brix
and Kenny Stith.

Outfielders? Dwight Winn, Nick
Piscopo, Rob Schram, Eddie Thorne,
Cliff Zackey, Roger Doyle, Bobby
Flynn, Tom Hood, Guy Mulford and
Fred Byrne.

Who needed the Yankees or the
Mets? There was plenty of great base-
ball games to watch in town. And
some of the best happened in the
Greater Newark Tournament. Back

Most Memorable Moment
No. 2: June 4, 1966

200th Devil’s Den
Party Tonight

At Jolly Trolley

then, the “Greater Newark” tourney
basically included the entire state,
and was almost a Tournament of
Champions, with schools large and
small, public and parochial all mixed
together in a May-June Madness tour-
nament. Some teams, including WHS,
would skip the state tournament to
concentrate on the GNT.

Which, of course, brings us to this
week’s Most Memorable Moment No.
2, the 1966 GNT semifinals. But it’d
be tough to talk about the ’66 final
without a little about the ’65 GNT. On
June 5, 1965, WHS and Chlan took
on Union and Al Santorini in the
semifinals. This might have been as
good as it will ever get, as far as high
school pitching matchups. Chlan was
Koury’s workhorse, while Santorini
came into the game with a 20-0 career
record (he had lost twice to Chlan the
previous summer in American Le-
gion games).

WHS won 2-1 in 12 innings. Chlan
pitched all 12 innings, of course, giv-
ing up 12 hits, walking seven and
striking out 13 (thankfully, nobody
worried about pitch counts back then).

Santorini pitched into the 10th when
he was replaced by Jeff Dropkin. WHS
tied the game at 1 in the seventh. Stith
walked, Mease singled and, after a
double steal and a strikeout, Santorini
hit Bauer with an 0-2 pitch to load the
bases. Chlan then worked out a walk
to force in the tying run. With one out
in the 12th, Flynn walked, moved up
on a sac-bunt by James, took third on

a wild pitch and scored on Chuck
Hood’s single.

The following week, WHS and
Chlan lost to Parsippany, 5-3, in the
final at Newark’s fabled School Sta-
dium, a 40-year-old football stadium
with concrete bleachers and very
weird dimensions. Joe (The Mail-
man) Wheatley and I sat in the sunny
leftfield bleachers. Parsippany used
two hits, two errors and a home run by
future Yankee draft pick Larry Pyle
(future Pirate Richie Zisk was also on
the team) to score four in the fifth.
Flynn’s two-run double kept WHS in
the game, but Hal Burke shut down
WHS the rest of the way.

Fast-forward 357 days to Saturday,
June 4, 1966, at Verona High School.
It was a shame the WHS-Parsippany
rematch was only a GNT semifinal,
because it had everything. Two leg-
endary coaches: Koury and Jack Mott.
Two unbeaten pitchers: Anderson (10-
0) and Pyle (11-0). Parsippany was
22-0 (and 41-1 over the past two
years) and still featured Zisk and Pyle.

A week earlier, Anderson struck
out 16 in an 8-2 GNT quarterfinal win
over Newark East Side and unbeaten
Richie Stolivchak at Newark’s Me-
morial Stadium. That game featured
a “double suey” bunt by Tom Hood
that scored Flynn and Stith. Ander-
son was on his way to a 12-1 spring,
with 134 strikeouts in 103 2-3 in-
nings, along with four shutouts and
11 complete games in 12 starts.

His batterymate was “Animal Ed”
Down, who urban legend says once
showed up at Washington School
during a Whiffle ball game, walked to
the plate, hit the first pitch over the
short centerfield fence and returned
to his car – without running the bases
– as the players all chanted, “Animal
… Animal … ”

Down had been mostly a third
baseman before the ’66 season. In
fact, he hadn’t caught since he was in
little league. “Me and Freddy (Byrne)
were on the same team back then,” he
said, “and we both caught each other
because we both threw too hard for
anybody else to catch us.”

Before the ’66 season, Koury called
his team captain in for a meeting.

“Mr. Koury asked me about switch-
ing to catcher, and I said, ‘Sure.’ ”
Down said. “We had a really good
team (22-4), and we played a lot of
what they called small ball. Lots of
bunting, stealing ... I think we were
successful with something like 22 out
of 23 suicide squeezes that year. We
even used to practice a triple suey … in
case we had Bobby (Flynn) on first, or
maybe Stith, or one of the Hoods.”

Down now lives in Charlotte, N.C.
– where former WHS athletes Bob
Bell, Dean Boylan, Garth Burrill, John
Cacchione, Jackie and Jill Cardillo,
Ted Danser, Neil Glenn, Tom Mas-
ters and Stu McCracken also live –
and works for Colonial Oil. Recently
he was talking to a friend who sells
Toyotas and had just sold one to a guy
named “Rich James.” Making a quick
phone call to check, Down found out
that it was indeed the same Rick James
who played third base for WHS back
in 1965 and ’66. “And you know the
first thing he tells me when I called
him? He says, ‘You know Ed, I still
don’t think that guy from Parsippany
scored,’ ” Down said.

WHS broke a scoreless tie in the
seventh when Tom Hood singled,
moved up on Guy Mulford’s sac-
bunt, took third on a wild pitch and
scored on a single to right by Down.

Anderson, who later pitched at the

University of Massachusetts and now
lives in Coventry, Conn., took a two-
hitter and the 1-0 lead into the bottom
of the ninth. After a walk to Zisk
leading off, Big D hit Mark
Vanderwater. On a bunt by Larry
Wayne, Anderson fielded the ball and
looked to third, but James had come
in to field the bunt, and all runners
were safe. Jeff Tapkas went in to run
for Vanderwater.

“I think I had a full count on the
next batter (Tom Maxwell) and I threw
what was left of my fastball, “Ander-
son said last week. “I saw the batter
square to bunt and peripherally I saw
the runner on third break for home.
The pitch would have been a ball
(inside) had he taken it, but he laid
down a good bunt. I couldn’t get the
runner at the plate so I threw to Chuck
covering first.”

Tapkas never slowed down as he
rounded third and headed for home.
Hood threw to Down, and there was a
huge collision up the third-base line.
Down held up the ball to show the
umpire he hadn’t dropped it, while
Tapkas crawled over him toward the
plate. Umpire Frank Greco signaled
“safe.” Game over. Parsippany 2,
WHS 1.

“Eddie was blocking home plate
on his knees. He caught the ball and
wham! He’s clocked by the runner
coming home, spikes neck high, ob-
viously trying to do damage,” Ander-
son said. “Miraculously, Eddie held
on to the ball but the ump called the
runner safe, claiming Eddie never
tagged him. How he could say that
still baffles me. I didn’t see if Eddie
tagged him, but the ball arrived be-
fore the runner, Eddie had the plate
blocked and there was a massive col-
lision, with Eddie holding on to the
ball. How the umpire could call him
safe was a complete travesty.”

An irate Koury wasted no time
getting after Greco.

“I’ve never been so furious,” Koury
said at the time. “I think the umpire
was out of position. It will be a long
time before I get over a call like that.”

As far as “the play,” Down had this
to say:

“First, it’s pretty ironic that we
would lose on a double suey, because
that’s what we were known for. Chuck
threw me a screwball that worked its
way up the third-base line. You’re
taught to catch the ball first, and that’s
what I did. Then there was a collision.
And you know what? I’m not sure I
ever tagged him. I’ve seen a picture of
the play in the paper, and I’m just not
sure if I did tag him.

“I know Mr. Koury thought I did,
because he went crazy.”

In my wild memory, I can still see
Koury, with a bat in his hand, chasing
Greco down Sampson Drive. But who
knows? It’s been 43 years.

“Man, that was a long time ago, a
long time ago,” Down said.

DEN TURNS 200
Got a WHS sport-related trivia

question? Or just want to talk about
the Blue Devils (or Raiders or Cou-
gars)? Come to the Jolly Trolley to-
night at 7 and celebrate the 200th
Devil’s Den.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
With everything rained out last

week, the Devil of the Week will
return next week.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

Steve Kim (April 3, 2002 archives) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DELIVERING THE 2-RUN BOMB...Blair Richardson crushes a two-run homer
over the 380-foot mark for the Blue Devils against M. X. Shabazz.
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Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
 

#1 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ BUYER CONTROLLED SALES 2007 & 2008   
#2 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ OVERALL PRODUCTION 2007 & 2008 

 NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2007 & 2008   

Coldwell Banker 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090   

224 SINCLAIR PLACE, WESTFIELD 
 

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 
 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.  

  
Extensively renovated Victorian w/front and rear porches boasts stunning architectural design & 
quality craftsmanship, combined with modern amenities and completed by a deep, fenced yard. 
In pristine condition, the bright & sunny rooms include a grand Foyer, gourmet EIK, adjacent 
Family Room with Cathedral ceiling, Master Bedroom Suite and more!       
        Offered for $945,000 

“He came up real big today. Al-
most had a couple nice assists! This
is only Zach’s third year of playing
lacrosse. He played baseball his
freshman year and that summer he
decided to play lacrosse. He is one of
those kids that every coach wishes to
have on their team. He does all the
dirty work, all the ground balls, the
hustle, the picks, everything else.
I’m glad that he’s able to get a couple
of goals to reward his hard work,”
coach Silbergeld said.

Hewett pulled off a spectacular play
when he received a pass at midfield,
sprinted down the middle and stuffed
the net with only three seconds left in
the third quarter to make the score, 7-
4. Hewett, who finished with three
goals and an assist, came up with
another heads-up play in the fourth
quarter when he scooped up a loose
ball to the right of the Crusader net
and flicked it in for the final goal with
7:45 remaining.

“Connor is a special kind of player.
He and Sean Scrudato at the midfield
really have raised their level of play
and really set the standard for the rest
of the team to work as hard as they
work. Neither ever quits from open-
ing whistle till the end of the game,”
said coach Silbergeld. “I’m proud of
the guys. They really fought hard.
Hopefully, the tide will turn for us
and we will start getting some wins.”
Westfield 1 1 2 1 5
AL Johnson 5 0 2 0 7

Courtesy of Bill Howard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A FOUR-BAGGER…Westfield Blue Devil junior midfielder Connor
Hewett finishes off one of his four goals in the lacrosse game at Ridge High School.
Westfield kept the game within a goal midway through the third period, 8-7,
before the Ridge Red Devils pulled away for a 16-8 victory, dropping the Westfield
varsity to 0-2.
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