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THOMPSON, LEPPESCU, CHU SELECTED CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Net Boys See Fine
Season with 5 UCT Champs

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Next year should be nothing more
than repositioning the ammunition,”
Westfield High School boys tennis
Head Coach George Kapner said af-
ter his 2008 team, that swept the
Union County Tournament (UCT) and
was ranked No. 1 all season until
being defeated, 3-2, by Delbarton in
the Tournament of Champions (TOC),
finished with a 31-1 record. Although
graduating several superb players, five
players, who hold UCT titles, return
to mix in with a wealth of very tal-
ented players.

One of those very talented players,
junior Adam Reich, has catapulted
past all five UCT champs, who have
amassed 11 UCT titles among them-
selves, to claim the first singles posi-
tion.

“Adam has not lost a set in all of his
challenge matches,” coach Kapner
said.

Senior tri-captain Dean Thompson,
who has won three UCT titles – third
singles in 2006, first doubles in 2007
and second singles in 2008 – has
claimed the second singles position

at this point in the season but senior
tri-captain Greg Leppescu, who, “in-
jured himself and has not lost a match,”
according to Kapner will still have a
chance to challenge for a singles po-
sition.

However, Kapner pointed out that,
“Adam and Dean will remain singles
(players) no matter what.”

Thompson also made it to the
“Sweet 16” at the NJSIAA singles
tournament last year and Leppescu
won the UCT third singles titles the
past two years but, at this point, jun-
ior Justin Snyder, a UCT second
doubles champ in 2007 and UCT and
NJSIAA state champ at first doubles
last year, occupies the third singles
position.

“If Greg gets in, Justin will go to
doubles. Greg could go higher. They
all know he’s coming,” Kapner said.

Juniors Graeme Stahl and Scott
Bernstein, who had a 10-0 varsity
record last year, are positioned at first
doubles. Stahl was a UCT second
doubles champ in 2007. Senior tri-
captain James Chu will team up with
his sophomore brother Alan at sec-
ond doubles. James will be seeking

his fourth UCT title, since he won at
second singles in 2006 and 2007, and
at second doubles last year.

But senior Mike Abbattista, who
also has been out with an injury, could
possibly shake up the lineup when he
returns and sophomore Tom
Kowalski, “will get a lot of playing
time. He may get individual singles
time,” Kapner said.

With all this wealth of talent, how-
ever, no individual has stood out like
Kevin Shallcross, who graduated last
year.

“I am real happy with this team. We
don’t have a top-notched number 200
in the country like Kevin. Kevin was
the best tennis player I have coached
but our second, third, fourth and fifth
players are not much different than
Adam (Reich),” said Kapner, who
added, “This team is very good but
we don’t yet know how good the
competition is. One thing I can tell
you is we will have a lot of fun.”

Mother nature put a damper into
the Blue Devils’ first few matches,
but weather permitting, they will host
Cranford on Monday, April 13, at 4
p.m.
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SEEKING A FOURTH UNION COUNTY TITLE…Blue Devil Dean Thompson will seek his fourth Union County boys
tennis title. Thompson won at third singles in 2006, first doubles in 2007 and second singles in 2008.

HEWETT NETS THREE GOALS, HELFAND GETS TWO

ALJ Crusader Boys Hold Off
Blue Devils, 7-5, in Lacrosse

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A five-point surge in the first quar-
ter gave the A.L. Johnson High School
boys lacrosse team just enough for-
ward flow to hold off the Westfield
Blue Devils, 7-5, in Clark on April 6.
After being caught off-guard in the
first quarter, the Blue Devil defense
tightened up to shut out the 1-2 Cru-

saders in two of the remaining three
quarters.

Blue Devil senior goalie Kyle
Wright made 12 saves, eight in the

first half. Crusader scoring star Scott
Klimchak netted the first two goals
within three minutes, forcing the
stunned Blue Devil defense to key on
him. Teammates Brian McGill and
Nick Villaverde slipped in the next
two goals before Blue Devil junior
midfielder Connor Hewett broke the
string with a goal, assisted by Colin
Fitzhenry. Villaverde added his sec-

ond goal to give the Crusaders a 5-1
lead. From that point, only Klimchak,
who finished with four goals and an
assist, scored a pair of goals in the

third quarter.
“With the addition of (assistant)

coach (Pat) Touhy, I think our de-
fense is going to be good. He has a
tremendous defensive mind,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Marc Silbergeld
said. “We have a lot of depth and we
have a lot of talent on defense with
great senior leadership in goal with
Kyle Wright and Chris Rhodes. We

just had to tighten up a little today. We
gave up five goals in the first quarter
and only two after that.”

The 0-3 Blue Devils out-shot the
Crusaders, especially in the third quar-
ter, but goalie Chris Villaverde, who
finished with 22 saves, made several
crucial stops to keep ALJ in the lead.

“You got to make plays. Their kid
came up big and made some saves at
the right time and kept them in the
game. This game could have gone
either way,” coach Silbergeld said.

Junior Zach Helfand scored the
only goal in the second quarter then
added the Blue Devils next goal, on
an assist from John Bohlinger, in the
third quarter.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Competition is definitely on the
menu for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School golf team this season
and the main courses will be show-
downs with powers like St. Peter’s
Prep, Hunterdon Central, Princeton,

Millburn and, of course, rival
Westfield.

Two years ago, the Raiders cap-
tured the Watchung Conference Tour-
nament A Division and Union County
Tournament crowns but came in sec-
ond last year to Westfield in both

David B. Corbin (May 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAIDER CAPTAIN…Senior Austin Pfundheller has been selected to be the
Raider golf team captain.

PFUNDHELLER NAMED CAPTAIN

Raider Golfers Face
Challenging Schedule
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING INTO THE DIRTY WORK…Blue Devil junior Zach Helfand, No. 4, has not been afraid to do the dirty work
of scooping ground balls, hustling and making picks. He also scored two goals againsth the Crusaders.
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411 Harrison Avenue, Westfield $819,000
Updated 11 rm., 5BR, 2.1 bath C/H Colonial w/Formal LR & DR; FR w/fplc;
EIK; service area w/laundry & powder rm; screened porch; rec.rm.; CAC; Prof.
landscaped yard w/private, level & deep back yard; 2 car att. Garage. Convenient
to Mindowaskin Park, downtown Westfield, and schools.

336 Orenda Circle, Westfield $1,950,000
Spectacular 10 rm., 5 BR, 4.1 bath 4,500 sq. ft. CH Colonial TBB on .89 acre
private lot w/1st flr. guest suite; gourmet kit. w/separate bfast room; butler’s
pantry; a FDR; LR w/fplc.; FR w/fplc.; mud rm.; Luxurious MBR Retreat. 3-car
attached garage. Build to suit option also available. Call for details!

Custom Built quality colonial offers spacious rooms with a flexible floor plan;
5 Bedrms., incld. 1st fl. Master suite; LR w/fpl., FDR, Library, Fam. Rm.
overlooking large lot backing up to woods, EIK, lovely foyer w/powder rm.
Second fl. offers 4 Bedrms., 3 baths,  incld. a 2nd potential master bedroom.
Plenty of closet and storage space thru-out.

721 Scotch Plains Avenue $859,000
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