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I DO NOT LIKE JUEVOS VERDES…Judy Cicalese’s fourth grade class, along
with Spanish teacher Señora Lipton, performs “Juevos Verdes con Jamón”
(“Green Eggs and Ham” in Spanish) for Evergreen School.

Scotch Plains Fourth
Graders Fly to México

SCOTCH PLAINS – The fourth
grade students at Evergreen School
had a unique opportunity to experi-
ence a simulated trip to Mexico en-
tirely in Spanish in an integrated
program with students studying
Spanish in the high school.

For the past three years, Spanish
teachers Bronna Lipton at Evergreen
School and Diana Marcantonio at
Scotch Plains Fanwood High School
have teamed up to orchestrate this
program, which was developed to
give both groups of students a real-
life situation in
which to commu-
nicate.

The high school
students served as
airport employ-
ees, stewardesses,
pilots, immigra-
tion and customs
agents, while the
fourth graders
were the passen-
gers that had to get
from one station
to another in real-
istic areas set up
in the gym.

In order to pre-
pare for the prac-
tical experience,
the elementary students worked on
travel expressions and phrases, learn-
ing both the questions and answers
most commonly used. They also pre-
pared tickets, passports and packed
suitcases with select clothing for the

trip.
“With a special activity on the

horizon and knowing that they had
to answer in Spanish to the high
school students, my fourth graders
were completely motivated to learn
this material and excited to apply it,”
noted Señora Lipton.

Students were required to answer
questions every step of the way as
they checked in with tickets, boarded
the flight, got an in-flight snack,
filled out Mexican tourist cards,
showed their passports to immigra-

tion agents, re-
claimed their
bags and got them
inspected at cus-
toms.

“The high
school students
loved and ben-
efited from the
opportunity to put
their Spanish lan-
guage skills to
practical use,”
said Señora
M a r c a n t o n i o .
“This unique col-
laboration has
proven to be an
effective learning
tool for all in-

volved.”
Once the students arrived in

México, they were served Tostitos
and salsa. Then everyone was quickly
taught the steps to El Jarabe Tapatío
(Mexican Hat Dance).

STAMP OF APPROVAL…Franklin fourth graders recently competed in a
Postcard Race to be the first class to acquire postcards postmarked from each of
the 50 states. Senders made sure the postcards were chockfull of information
about each state, which the students then mapped together. Penny O’Donnell’s
class won the race, receiving 256 postcards total and an ice cream party in their
honor. Pictured are fourth graders who individually obtained the most postcards.
Front row: Emily Sackett, Eric Storms and Renee Dorwart. Back row: Matthew
Varano, Alexandra Jackman, Angus Applegarth and Samantha Greenaway, who
received 66 cards addressed to her.

WF’s Christina Chen Presents
At Clinton Global Initiative

WESTFIELD – Lafayette College
sophomore Christina Chen of
Westfield participated in the Clinton
Global Initiative University Confer-
ence in Austin, Texas in February.
Christina, a biology major, presented
her work on Lafayette’s food waste
composting initiative and organic
garden project with fellow sopho-
more Jennifer Bell.

The second annual conference,
part of the Clinton Global Initiative
(CGI) founded by President Bill
Clinton in 2005, brought together
hundreds of students from colleges
and universities around the world to
discuss issues surrounding educa-
tion, climate change and human
rights.

Christina and Jennifer were in-
vited to the conference because they
won an Outstanding Commitment

Award from the CGI for their work
with two of Lafayette’s ongoing
sustainability projects.

With the food waste composting
initiative, Christina has worked to
expand the program so that soon all
of the food waste produced at
Lafayette’s campus dining facilities
will be composted. She has also been
involved with efforts to create an
organic community garden.

The garden, which is being par-
tially funded by a grant from CGI,
completes Lafayette College’s sus-
tainable food loop, with the waste
used as compost, which will fertilize
the garden.

Christina is a 2007 graduate of
Union County Magnet High School.

EFG Plans Fifth Annual
Appreciation Dinner

GARWOOD – The Education
Foundation of Garwood (EFG), a
non-profit volunteer organization
that seeks to partner with the schools
and the community in the pursuit of
educational excellence, has set
Thursday, April 23, as its next
fundraising event.

The annual Appreciation Dinner,
which will be held at the Westwood
in Garwood, recognizes the accom-
plishments of Garwood Public
School teachers, as well as the
“Garwood People Making a Differ-
ence” award.

The “Making a Difference” award
is given annually to honor a person
from Garwood who has represented
the borough in a positive way.

The EFG will honor the recipient
of the Garwood Teacher of the Year,
Janine Koch. Mrs. Koch is a Lan-
guage Arts teacher as well as the
Basic Skills coordinator and teacher.

In addition, George Hansen and Vir-
ginia Hansen, physical education
teachers, will be recognized on their
retirement and their 62 years of col-
lective service to the Garwood Pub-
lic Schools.

This year’s “People Making a Dif-
ference Award” will be given to Anne
Leonard for her lifelong dedication
to the betterment of the community.

EFG will use the proceeds from
the Appreciation Dinner to fund grant
programs benefiting Garwood’s pub-
lic schools and provide Garwood
students scholarships awards.

Tickets for the evening, which in-
cludes a buffet dinner, beer, wine and
music are available for $40 per per-
son and are available for purchase
from the EFG Trustees or by calling
(908) 789-0331, extension 1450. The
public can also send contributions or
direct inquiries to the EFG, P.O. Box
317, Garwood, N.J. 07027.

To SAT or Not to SAT:
That is the Question

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

By ALEXA ZEPKA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It was Saturday, March 14, at 6:58 a.m.
The sun was still in the act of rising, and
a bird was happily chirping from the
branch of a distant tree. The brisk wind
zipped through the atmosphere, and the
lights of all the homes on the cul-de-sac
were turned off.

Little Johnny across the street was rest-
ing peacefully in his bed, and Mr. and
Mrs. Smith next door had still not gone
outside to retrieve their newspaper from
the driveway. While the rest of the world
was engaged in peaceful slumbers, I was
instead enraged by three tantalizing
knocks on my bedroom door.

Squinting my eyes and burying my
head beneath the covers, I let out a subtle
groan, listening in utter pain as my mother
said: “Alexa, it’s time to wake up for the
SATs.”

By some miracle, I arrived at Westfield
High School (WHS) by 7:45 a.m. with a
school identification, water bottle, graph-
ing calculator and seven freshly sharp-
ened Ticonderoga no. 2 pencils shuffling
around inside my bag as I trudged to the
rear entrance.

Frustrated, nervous and just plain tired,
I located my designated classroom on a
large sheet of paper posted outside of the
cafeteria, and bolted to room 263.

The test began at 8 a.m., but not until
four hours and 23 minutes later did I
wearily turn on my cell phone with a
throbbing head, strained eyes, growling
stomach and writer’s cramp, to call my
mom to come and save me from my
torture (and perhaps pick up a substantial
meal from Bagel Chateau on the way).

I have feared the SATS ever since I
saw the movie The Perfect Score when
I was in seventh grade, as it opened my
eyes to the immense stresses that ac-
company this colossal exam. The story
is based on six high school seniors who
break into the Princeton Testing Center
to steal the answers of the SATs in
hopes of achieving perfect scores, hence
the title.

Though to some, these three letters
may equate to being “just another test,” to
others like myself, who cannot score well
on standardized tests no matter how pas-
sionately we try, the SATs are synony-
mous to the phrase “I’m never going to
get into college.”

Therein lies the problem: why are the
SATs even necessary to determine
whether or not one is worthy of accep-
tance into a given college or university?

In one of a series of five articles exam-
ining school issues in New York and
across the United States, Matt Pacenza of
The Times Union reflects on the history of
the SAT, saying it “was born in the 1920s:
the product of a growing desire by Ameri-
can educators, led by Harvard president
James Bryant Conant, to open up their
universities to the best students across the
country.”

Mr. Conant asked the dean of Harvard
to create a program that would allow the
university to select the brightest students
from across the country. He soon met
with a Princeton psychologist named Carl

Brigham, who created a test to judge the
academic potential of students by the
Scholastic Aptitude Test, or SAT.

Mr. Brigham started administering the
SAT to test groups in 1926 and, by 1933,
stated that it foresaw academic success.
Despite the fact that Mr. Brigham’s idea
may have been revolutionary for the 1920s
and 1930s, with the progression of time,
it becomes clearer to see that someone’s
intelligence cannot be measured in the
form of a standardized test.

There are other factors that should be
weighted more heavily on one’s tran-
script such as academic GPA, extra-cur-
ricular activities, community involve-
ment, and personal achievements. It is
unfair that intelligent students who are
not gifted test-takers have to suffer the
anguish of being rejected from the uni-
versities of their choice because of sub-
par SAT scores.

Even though they are not the only fac-
tors admissions offices consider when
denying or accepting students, SAT scores
are indeed vital components of one’s ap-
plication when they should not even be a
part of it.

Most ridiculous of all is the extent of
preparation many high school juniors
endure before challenging the SAT. Be-
ginning in January and concluding in
March, I took a SAT-prep course every
Sunday afternoon that lasted for three-
and-a-half unbearable hours and even
included lengthy homework assignments
and DVDs.

I will never forget the looks on my
peers’ faces as they stared at the clock
during our succinct break times, longing
for freedom. Almost worse were the top-
ics of discussion among my friends and I
during this preparation period before the
exam.

Though it was relieving to know I was
in the same boat as almost everyone else
in regard to SAT-preparation class, I
was ready to change my name to SAT, as
that was the only term I seemed to be
hearing.

Countless times, I asked my mom what
the point of me taking a SAT-preparation
class was, for I knew that no matter how
rigorously I studied, I would never achieve
a noteworthy score. We both despon-
dently realized that the numerous hours
of preparation were crucial, for though
unfair and erroneous, the SATs would be
used to show colleges the extent of my
“knowledge.”

Speaking from experience, I can hon-
estly conclude that the best synonym for
junior year is the noun: stress. With the
JRP, AP exams, SAT I, SAT II and col-
lege applications constantly on our minds,
high school juniors are likely among the
most stressed out people the world will
ever meet.

So let us worry about our JRPs, kick
ourselves for taking an AP course while
studying for the exam, ponder various
college options and just stop there. Do not
tell us that our intelligence is going to be
quantified in four and a half hours on a 10-
section exam. We can do without that
stress. Really.

Alexa is a junior at WHS.

Westfield Area YWestfield Area YWestfield Area YWestfield Area Y    
    Summer Camp Summer Camp Summer Camp Summer Camp 

2009200920092009 
One week or entire summer for  

campers 3-15.  

♦ Traditional and Specialty Camps 

♦ Half Day or Full Day  

♦ Before and After Camp Care  

♦ Diverse camp options with  

convenient times 

♦ Weekly Trips 

♦ Highly trained CPR & First Aid  

certified counselors. EMT on staff. 

♦ Fun, age-appropriate activities  

promoting teamwork, self-esteem, 

leadership and development. 

Westfield Area Y  
220 Clark Street  

Robert & Virginia Bauer  

Family Branch 

422 East Broad Street 

Westfield, NJ 07090 * 908-233-2700 

* www.westfieldynj.org 

Financial Assistance Available 

 

Join us on April 18th for 

Healthy Kids Day from 

 1-4 pm at the Main Y 
Facility for a fun-filled 

afternoon of FREE family 

activities! Register for 
camp at Healthy Kids Day 
and receive 5% off any 
week of camp and be 

entered into a drawing to 
win a FREE week of  

Traditional 

Day Camp 
valued at up 
to $268! 

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Bring 

Your Family 

to Meet

Our Family!
1-888-THE CAMP

www.campriverbend.com
116 Hillcrest Road, Warren Township, NJ 07059

CAMP 
RIVERBEND

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, April 25

11am - 2pm
(Rain Date Sunday, April 26)

GAMES...CRAFTS...BBQ LUNCH

FUN FOR ALL!

A DAY CAMP FOR BOYS 
AND GIRLS AGES 4-14

RSVP Required

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

¡OLÉ!…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School students help Evergreen students
“check in” to their simulated flight to
Mexico.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

We’re proud to welcome 
William D. Ard, Senior Vice President–Investments  
and 
Roxanne Ricca, Financial Advisor 
to Smith Barney

Investing has as much to do with the 
quality of the relationship with your 
Financial Advisor as it does with the 
quality of your portfolio. At Smith 
Barney, we’re proud of our  dedicated 
Financial Advisors, who take great care 
in learning your objectives and working 
closely with you to help you achieve 
your goals. Please contact us for any 
financial needs you may have.

140 Central Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090 
(908) 232-2686 
william.d.ard@smithbarney.com 
roxanne.ricca@smithbarney.com

INVESTMENT PRODUCTS: NOT FDIC INSURED. NO BANK GUARANTEE.  
MAY LOSE VALUE
© 2009 Citigroup Global Markets Inc. Member SIPC. Securities are offered through Citigroup Global Markets 
Inc. Smith Barney is a division and service mark of Citigroup Global Markets Inc. and its affiliates and is used 
and registered throughout the world. Citi and Citi with Arc Design are trademarks and service marks of Citigroup 
Inc. and its affiliates, and are used and registered throughout the world. Working WealthSM is a service mark of 
Citigroup Global Markets Inc. Citigroup Global Markets Inc. and Citibank are affiliated companies under the 
common control of Citigroup Inc.


