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CRIME FIGHTERS...Jeannie and Ken Arida of Westfield, victims of a burglary in
an area of Westfield that has seen an increased frequency of home burglaries,
coordinated a neighborhood meeting and opened their home April 2 to more than
50 of their neighbors. They heard from Captain David Wayman, standing third
from right, and Lieutenant Joseph Costanzo, standing second from right, on how
the neighbors, working and communicating together, can help prevent future
burglaries. Mayor Andy Skibitsky and Councilman Frank Arena, standing at right,
also attended. The Westfield Leader reported last week about the rise in burglaries.

Courtesy of Chris Boyle
SPRINGTIME...The new Yankee Stadium is all set for the home opener next week against the Cleveland Indians. The above
picture was taken during a special tour of the new facility, which was given last Thursday.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
TRAGEDY...A SUV went out of control Monday afternoon at the intersection of
East Broad Street and North Avenue in Westfield, striking and killing a pedes-
trian. Traffic in the region was delayed for hours due to the investigation. See story
this page.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
NAME THAT TUNE...Members of the newly formed Deerfield School Jazz Band
in Mountainside perform last Tuesday, a week ago, at the board of education
meeting and entertain attendees from the public.

Car Accident Kills Man
At Westfield Intersection
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A 36-year-old
Westfield man was killed Monday
afternoon when he was struck by a
SUV that then hit another car. The
accident occurred at 2:30 p.m. at North
Avenue West and East Broad Street,
police said.

Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department said a 2008
Toyota Highlander driven by Dora
Mendez, 68, of Garwood was traveling
eastbound on North Avenue when it
traveled up onto the sidewalk alongside
the monument to veterans of World
War I, striking Kirk Kinkade, an em-
ployee of the Westfield Area “Y.” After
being struck, the victim was thrown
across the southern side of East Broad
Street, winding up near the 9/11 Me-
morial.

The Highlander continued on across
East Broad Street, where it then struck
a 2008 BMW driven by Nancy Boehm,
49, of Westfield.

According to Captain Auchter, Mr.
Kinkade was pronounced dead at the
scene. The Westfield Rescue Squad
transported the driver of the High-
lander to Overlook Hospital in Sum-
mit. She was discharged Tuesday, a
hospital spokeswoman confirmed.

Rescue squad and Westfield Fire
Department personnel transported the
driver of the BMW to Robert Wood
Johnson University Hospital in
Rahway. A hospital spokeswoman
said she was treated and released
Monday.

Captain Auchter said it is unknown
at this time what caused the High-
lander to travel up onto the sidewalk.
The incident remains under investi-
gation by the Westfield Police De-
partment and the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office.

The captain stated that no charges
had been filed at present against the
driver of the Highlander. Witnesses
to the accident are asked to call the
traffic bureau at (908) 789-4000.

Teachers Union Chimes in
On Westfield School Budget

Mrs. Munoz Joins Asm. Bramnick
In Assembly Bid, Faces Challengers

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SUMMIT — Republican leaders on
Sunday night selected Nancy Munoz
of Summit, the widow of Assembly-
man Eric Munoz, to succeed her hus-
band on the June Primary Election
Ballot. She joins Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick of Westfield, Long Hill Town-
ship Mayor George Vitureira and Long
Hill Board of Education member Bruce
Meringolo in the quest for the GOP
nomination to run for two Assembly
seats in November.

Mr. Munoz, a trauma surgeon at the
University of Medicine and Dentistry
of New Jersey, died March 30 follow-
ing surgery for a ruptured aorta. He had
served in the State Legislature since
2001, after being first nominated to fill
a vacant Assembly seat.

At the meeting held Sunday night,
the Republican Committee of Union
County unanimously selected Mrs.
Munoz to run on the GOP county line
with Asm. Bramnick in the June Pri-
mary Election. The committee repre-
sents nine of the 16 towns that make up
the 21st Legislative District, including
Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and
Westfield. There are four towns from
Morris County, two in Somerset County
and one in Essex County.

Tom Kean, Jr. and Phil Morin did not
return phone calls seeking comment on
the meeting.

Although not in attendance at
Sunday’s meeting, Glenn Mortimer,
the Republican chairman for
Mountainside, where he serves as a
councilman, said he was unable to at-
tend the meeting but supported the de-
cision to name Mrs. Munoz to the now
vacant Assembly seat. “If it was fine
with everyone else, it was fine with
me,” he said.

“She has the education background
(to hold the seat). She has definitely
discussed issues with Eric. So, she has
a good background in that respect,” Mr.
Mortimer said.

Mrs. Munoz made it official by filing
her nominating petition by Monday’s 4
p.m. deadline.

Mr. Mortimer said the 4 p.m. Mon-
day state deadline to appear on the June
Primary Election ballots forced GOP

leaders to make a quick decision in
filing a vacancy on the ballot. Calling
Mr. Munoz’s death a “tragic event,” he
said no one wanted to see a two-day
campaign with Mr. Munoz’s funeral
having taken place just last Friday.

Mrs. Munoz holds an undergraduate
degree in nursing from Skidmore Col-
lege and a master’s degree from Hunter
College as a clinical nursing specialist
in ambulatory care.

She has also been involved locally in
Summit, having served as president of
the Parent-Teacher Associations at both
Summit High School and Brayton El-
ementary School. She also was presi-
dent of the Summit school district’s
President’s Council. Mrs. Munoz was
unavailable for comment for this story.

In a press release issued Monday,
Mr. Meringolo said the 21st District is
“unfairly treated by the Democrats in
Trenton, and I want to create some
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CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – “There was never
a guarantee that a giveback could
save a program,” said Kim
Schumacher, president of the
Westfield Education Association
(WEA), the union for the 541 teach-
ers, nurses, child study team work-
ers and librarians in the Westfield
Public School System. In addition,
given that Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan could not guarantee
the school budget tax levy would
pass, Ms. Schumacher said the WEA
could not agree to any givebacks and
follow in the footsteps of the admin-
istration that gave back what equates
to one day’s pay.

Ms. Schumacher’s biggest fear was
losing programs that affect the stu-
dents. “When we eliminate counse-
lors, we’re hurting kids; when we
eliminate foreign languages, we’re
hurting kids,” said Ms. Schumacher,
also a guidance counselor at
Roosevelt Intermediate School.

Superintendent Dolan met with
the “presidents of the local associa-
tions a few weeks back to talk about
difficulties with the budget,” Ms.
Schumacher said. On March 31, the
board of education introduced an
$89.5-million budget that will real-
ize about 23 layoffs and a reduction
of 48 stipend positions, while at the
same time student enrollment has
increased.

Ms. Schumacher blamed
Westfield’s budget problems on the
state formula.

“They (the state) look at town’s
like Westfield and think we are
wealthy by [looking at] house values
and what we make and, so, they feel
like we don’t need as much aid as
other towns do,” she said. Westfield’s
cost-per-pupil is lower than the
state’s average, but she said, “the
state does not look at that.”

“There still are people who are
going to lose their jobs, which is

unfortunate,” she said.
“I meet every single Tuesday with

the superintendent. I saw the writing
on the wall when it got as bad as it
did. We made suggestions in ways to
cut costs,” she said.

Her association helped devise the
energy savings plan that Westfield
schools put in place recently. “We
have been saving hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars,” she said. “That’s
one of the biggest ones from a com-
plete association standpoint.”

When she met with the superin-
tendent and discussed the layoffs,
she said, “I was very clear that it just
can’t be teachers — it has to be
district- wide.” She said the superin-
tendent agreed.

When asked if other options were
put on the table to save jobs, such as
salary cuts, she responded, “They
[superintendent] did not discuss sal-
ary cuts.”

The WEA contract expires June
30, 2010. Westfield has one of the
highest teaching starting salary rates
in the state, currently at $55,149 for a
teacher holding a bachelor’s degree
and $57,949 for a master’s degree.
Next year that shifts to $57,289 and
$60,059, respectively.

Ms. Schumacher said, “We have
one of the lowest increases per year.
We have come in under 4 percent
each year. We are not jumping as-
tronomically in contract negotia-
tions. We come in below state aver-
age.”

The budget proposed also elimi-
nated custodial, paraprofessional,
secretarial and computer technician
staff and realigned the information
technology director and supervisor
and special services coordinator po-
sitions, which are not part of the
WEA.

Voters will be asked to cast their
ballot on the budget on Tuesday,
April 21, as well as elect board of
education members. Polls are open
in Westfield from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Ferraro’s South to Expand
Parking Lot, Rest. Seating

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Planning Board heard two cases
Monday night at its regular monthly
meeting.

Ferraro’s South, the catering busi-
ness on South Avenue, was approved
to demolish the neighboring two-and-
a-half-story house at 211 South Av-
enue and turn it into a parking lot with
an accessible driveway on South Av-
enue. Kris McAloon, town engineer,
noted, “Since it’s on South Avenue, it
would need the county planning board
approval.”

The company purchased the land
from Faris Group LLC. Seven addi-
tional spaces will be added to the lot,
making capacity at 17 where 25 is
required per town ordinance. The new
lot will be about five feet lower than
the existing lot, and a new concrete
stairway will be built for access to the
existing lot and catering building.

Ferraro’s South is not expanding
its building, but it is adding more
seats to accommodate 70 from its
previous 48.

Planner James Watson testified on
behalf of the applicant. “We comply
with all setbacks of new construc-
tion,” he said.

The applicant will “eliminate a sign
on the southeasterly side,” he said,
and add a “new sign located at the
easterly side of the entrance on South
Avenue.”

Robert Algarin, architect on the
application, had shown pictures of
the signs.

Jeff Cadoff of EKA Associates, the
professional engineer on the applica-
tion, said the applicant would have a
“retention basin to reduce flow
offsite.”

Board member Robert Newell
asked him to make a modification to
the lighting portion of the application

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Mayor Andy Skibitsky to Face Off
With Former Judge Bill Brennan
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – In November, Re-
publican Mayor Andy Skibitsky will
vie for his second term of office against
former municipal judge William
Brennan, a Democrat. In addition, all
four wards will see competitive races
for four seats on the town council.

Republicans, who hold the majority
on council and the mayor’s chair, have
a 7-2 edge. All candidates are seeking
four-year terms.

Mayor Skibitsky filled the unexpired
term of Greg McDermott in June 2005
and defeated former Mayor Tom Jardim
in November of that year. Mr. Skibitsky
had previously served as third ward
councilman.

The mayor said the finance commit-

tee, under his reign, has “challenged
each budgeted line item.”

“Since 2006,” he said, “departmen-
tal operating budgets have increased by
a total of only $60,000. Over the past
four years, 22 positions have either
been eliminated or adjusted to part-
time, equating to a reduction of almost
16 full-time positions, which, in turn,
results in $1 million in savings to the
taxpayer. My focus will continue to be
on spending our tax dollars as wisely
and efficiently as possible.”

The mayor touted efforts made to
provide increased transparency and
openness, including holding Saturday
morning office hours and placing the
budget on the improved town website.

“I believe that during my term, we
opened the doors to communication,

accountability and transparency to
Westfield’s governing body,” he said.
“I introduced the model of a budget
presentation directly to the citizens at
council meetings. We now present a
detailed budget to the public each year,
post the presentation on the town
website and include a letter with each
tax bill that summarizes ‘Where Does
Your Tax Dollar Go?’”

Mr. Brennan, currently the senior
managing partner of a 40-attorney law
firm, called the mayor’s claim of pro-
viding transparency “absurd.”

“We need transparency during the
budget process,” the former Rutherford
councilman continued. “The process is
broken. Andy [Skibitsky] hasn’t been
to a budget meeting in four years. Only
four of nine council members attend
the meetings, and the only transpar-
ency occurs after the budget’s com-
pleted.”

Mr. Brennan vowed to attend every
budget meeting and require that all
eight council members do as well.

“I’ve already informed my running
mates,” he said. “Look, if you don’t
want to put in the time, don’t run…It’s
not a punishment [to attend]. These are
all smart people with good ideas.”

Mr. Brennan, in an e-mail to The
Westfield Leader, also proposed “an
immediate decrease in the price of park-
ing tickets and [softening] the aggres-
sive approach of our ticket enforce-
ment policy.”

Third Ward Republican incumbent
Mark Ciarrocca criticized Mr. Brennan
for failing to identify himself as a can-
didate for mayor in his latest letter to
The Leader. He also said the race for
mayor will come down to “which can-
didate is going to be the best leader of
all the townspeople as opposed to some-
one who may be more partisan in na-
ture.”

Third Ward Democratic incumbent
David Haas said Mayor Skibitsky, while
“genuinely warm and friendly,” is a
“manager of stasis.”

“When there are problems [such as
pot holes and street repair], he makes
sure to get them solved, but he does not
provide a vision of where the town
should be going nor the leadership to
get there,” Mr. Haas said of the incum-
bent mayor.

One other possible mayoral candi-
date, John Blake, has circulated a peti-
tion to run as an Independent. Mr. Blake
said his petition received “excellent

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Citing Decline in Aid, GW
BOE Moves for Deferral

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Having received
word late last week that their state aid
for the current year will be decreased,
the Garwood Board of Education moved
Tuesday to defer a portion of its pen-
sion bill in an effort to offset the cost.

Last Wednesday during a special
meeting, the BOE formally introduced
an $8,256,774 operating budget, an

increase of $666,674 over last year.
The total tax levy is $6,317,068 and

results in an average tax increase of
$107 for a home assessed at $103,000,
an increase of 2.94 percent.

In presenting the budget last Wednes-
day, School Business Administrator
Ernest Turner warned that the budget
process next year would likely be more
difficult since this is the last year the
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POLICE BLOTTER

WF Pool Accepting
Pre-Registrations

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Recre-
ation Department has sent 2009 pool in-
formation to all Westfield residents. Indi-
vidual letters to 2008 members were sent
by first class mail on March 6, and the
general information flyer, which goes to
all Westfield resident postal addresses,
was mailed on March 13.

The department is now accepting pre-
registration from 2008 members through
Thursday, April 16. Those who did not
receive an individual mailing can stop in
or call the recreation department week-
days from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. to pick
up a registration form.

New member in-person registration will
be held on Saturday, April 18, starting at 8
a.m., in the municipal building community
room for Westfield residents only – pro-
vided there are still memberships available.

Registration will remain open until
membership closes. Questions regarding
Memorial Pool registration can be ad-
dressed by calling (908) 789-4080. Pric-
ing and additional information is posted
on westfieldnj.gov/recreation.

Race and Fun Run
On Tap April 19

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Rec-
reation Department will hold its 19th
Annual 5-Miler and 1-Mile Fun Run
on Sunday, April 19. The 1-Miler will
begin at 9 a.m. and the 5-Miler race
will begin at 9:30 a.m.

The course will wind through the
streets of Westfield, beginning and
ending in Tamaques Park. To register
online, visit westfieldnj.gov/recre-
ation. To volunteer or become a spon-
sor, call (908) 789-4080.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
HEALTHY MEETING...The Occupational Center of Union County in Roselle
celebrated its 50th anniversary on Tuesday. The center offers individualized
training leading to long-term employment for people with disabilities in the job
market or in the on-site industrial work center in Roselle, shown above.  President
Mark Lasky and Chairman of the Board Charles Walter welcomed several area
dignitaries to the event. For more information, see occupationalcenter.org.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SOLEMN CEREMONY...Funeral services are held for Assemblyman Eric Munoz
last Friday at St. Theresa’s Roman Catholic Church in Summit. Mr. Munoz died
Monday of that week of a heart attack.

Margaret Diggory for The Westfield Leader
POINT OF NO RETURN...County golfers note the demolition work underway at
the former Oak Ridge Golf Course in Clark, closed at the beginning of the year
by the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders. Plans for the land by the
county are uncertain.

by eliminating the tilted lights and
replacing it with 15-foot-high light
poles for better distribution of light.

“I prefer to see no tilt on the fix-
tures,” he said. Mr. Newell also said
he would like some of the current
lighting replaced with the 15-foot-
high light poles to “make it uniform”
with the new lot lighting. He said the
current lighting causes glare and is
not energy efficient.

James Hely, a nearby resident on
South Avenue, asked the board to
approve the application. “These
people have been exceptional neigh-
bors since they started,” he said.

The other case heard was for prop-
erty at 414 and 416 Westfield Avenue,
to modify use from general office to a
professional office. Alan Rasmussen
spoke on behalf of applicant Ronald
Rasmussen, as he is his son and has
power of attorney. He said his father
purchased the property 12 years ago
and used it as a general office, and
four years ago bought the adjacent
house, which has a shared driveway,
and rented it.

The applicant was approved to
modify the use and bring the parking
up to par with code, with the condition
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Westfield Planning Bd.
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Garwood Pension Deferral

response,” but he has not made a final
decision about whether or not to run.

In Ward One, Councilman Sal
Caruana chose not to run for re-elec-
tion, setting up a contest between
attorneys Sam Della Fera, Jr., a Re-
publican, and Janice Siegel, a Demo-
crat.

Mr. Caruana, who was first elected
in November 2002, told The Leader,
Tuesday, that he “immensely enjoyed”
his time on the council, but that after
seven years, “it was time to move
aside and give someone else the op-
portunity.”

Mr. Della Fera practices in West Or-
ange, concentrating mostly in the areas
of bankruptcy, corporate restructuring
and commercial litigation. He is a gradu-
ate of Rutgers University School of
Law, where he earned his Juris Doctor-
ate, and Pennsylvania State University,
where he did his undergraduate work.

Ms. Siegel has lived in Westfield for
more than 13 years with her husband,
Dr. Lloyd Marks, and their sons, Matt
and Michael. She is a graduate of Hunter
College and earned her law degree from
the University of Michigan. Ms. Siegel
has worked as an attorney for the United
States Department of Justice and now
manages the business aspects of her
husband’s medical practice.

Republican Vicki Kimmins will seek
re-election in the second ward. She
defeated Frank Fusaro in 2006. Ms.
Kimmins is a graduate of Penn State
University. She is currently a member
of the Junior League of Elizabeth-
Plainfield and a delegate to the state
Public Affairs Committee, where she
advocates for legislation promoting the
welfare of women and children.

Ms. Kimmins’ opponent is Carolyn
Klinger-Kueter. She is the owner of the
Carolyn Klinger-Kueter Music Studio
in Westfield, where she teaches stu-
dents of all ages. Former Mayor Bud
Boothe defeated Ms. Klinger-Kueter in
her 1980 and 1982 attempts to win the
Second Ward. Terms lasted two years
during that period.

Races in Wards Three and Four both
feature Democratic incumbents.

In Ward Three, Mr. Haas will seek
re-election. He lives on
Shackamaxon Drive with his wife,
Dana, and daughter, Claire. His son,
Jacob, is a midshipman at the U.S.
Naval Academy. He is a member of
the council’s Finance and Public
Works Committees.

Financial planner Tom Delaney, a
Republican, opposes Mr. Haas. Mr.
Ciarrocca said Mr. Delaney has “strong
experience in the areas of budgets.” Mr.
Delaney also serves as an assistant
coach for Westfield Little League,
flag football and basketball.  He vol-
unteers his time helping Cub Scout
Troop 673 and the St. Mary’s dinner
program, a soup kitchen in Plainfield.

In Ward 4, Tom Bigosinski will seek
re-election. Mr. Bigosinski has been a
practicing attorney for the past 15 years,
specializing in defending employment-
related lawsuits. He is a graduate of
Rutgers University and received his
law degree from Seton Hall Law School.
As a councilman, he has served on the
Public Works, Code Review and Park-
ing Committees.

“I am looking forward to campaign-
ing again,” Mr. Bigosinski said, “and
any opportunity to interact with the
people of the fourth ward…I look for-
ward to talking in earnest over the next
few months about issues such as high
school parking, improving municipal
services and the ever-increasing taxes.”

Republican Keith Loughlin, an at-
torney, opposes Mr. Bigosinski. He
serves as a legislative aide for Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield).

“In his role, Keith has worked with a
lot of elected officials in the area,” Mr.
Ciarrocca said. “Because shared ser-
vices are growing more and more im-
portant, the fact that he has worked with
these people – mayors and councilmen
of both parties – is an asset. He’s worked
with Jon and has exposure and instant
credibility.”

Overall, Mr. Bramnick, chairman of
the Westfield Republican Party, said,
“This group brings incredible ability.
As chair, my main objective is to find
people who are really nice and who
care about Westfield.”

Mr. Ciarrocca said he liked the Re-
publican slate’s chances, which he said
are buoyed by Chris Christie’s candi-
dacy for governor.

Dolan Invites Public
To Hear About Budget
WESTFIELD – Superintendent of

Schools Margaret Dolan invites the public
to either of two meetings to learn more
about the Westfield school budget for 2009-
2010. The discussions will be held in the
morning and the evening for the conve-
nience of Westfield residents. The first
will be held Tuesday, April 14, at 10 a.m.
in Edison Intermediate School’s audito-
rium and the evening presentation will
take place Wednesday, April 15, at 8 p.m.
in Westfield High School’s Cafeteria B.

UNICO Seeks Funds to Aid
Italian Earthquake Victims

Speaking on behalf of his slate, Ken
Rotter, chairman of the Westfield Demo-
cratic Party, said, “The challenges fac-
ing Westfield today require new ideas,
not more of the same…Bill Brennan
brings the fresh perspective, can-do
attitude and positive leadership needed
to move Westfield forward and make it
an even better place to live and raise a
family.”

COUNTY — The Plainfields and Scotch
Plains UNICO, acting on behalf of the
national organization, and the Italian-Ameri-
can Club of Scotch Plains are banding
together to provide earthquake relief to
L’Aquila and surrounding towns devas-
tated by the earthquake in the Abruzzo
region of Italy.

The Scotch Plains area is home to a large
contingent of Italian immigrants originally
from the Abruzzo region of Italy. People
from the region are known as Abruzzese.
Renato Biribin, past national president of
the national organization of UNICO and a
Scotch Plains attorney, is organizing the
earthquake relief effort on behalf of UNICO
nationwide. Mr. Biribin is also the founder
of the Plainfields Chapter of UNICO.

“As Italian-Americans, we are deeply
saddened by the devastating earthquake
and the humanitarian crisis it has caused,
and we want to do something to help,” said
Mr. Biribin, who also helped coordinate
UNICO’s effort to assist victims of the
Italian earthquake in 1980, which killed
more than 2,700 people just south of Naples.
“While emotions run high, it’s also impor-
tant to note that we get the funds to the right
organizations at the grass roots to provide
direct help.”

Mr. Biribin said UNICO is arranging to
work with groups such as Catholic Chari-
ties USA and Boys’ Town of Italy, which
provide humanitarian aid to seniors, fami-

lies and children in particular.
Donald DiFrancesco, a former acting

Governor, State Senator and Scotch Plains
native, traces his ancestry to the Abruzzo
region, and a town called Montazzoli. His
family members also founded the Italian-
American Club in Scotch Plains, the major-
ity of whose membership trace their lineage
to the Abruzzo region of Italy.

“This is a terrible time for the residents of
L’Aquila, and our prayers go out to our
fellow Italians. We are Italian-Americans,
and we never forget our ancestral roots,”
said Mr. DiFrancesco, who helped found
the Italian-American Heritage Commission
(njitalia.nj.gov). “I am looking forward to
working with the community, organiza-
tions such as UNICO and the Italian-Ameri-
can Club, in pulling together our resources
to help.”

Anyone wishing to donate can send a tax-
deductible donation payable to: “UNICO
Foundation,” earmarked “Disaster Relief
Fund” and mailed to: 271 U.S. Highway 46
West, Suite A-108, Fairfield, NJ 07004.

UNICO Foundation is a 501(c)(3) cor-
poration. UNICO, which means unique or
one of a kind in Italian, was founded in
1922. UNICO has members in 131 chapters
in 19 states, who work to support charitable,
educational, scientific and literary projects
while promoting Italian heritage and com-
bating negative stereotyping. For more in-
formation, see unico.org.
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Westfield Town Races

that the “applicants develop a cross-
easement agreement,” Mr. Newell said.

On the agenda, Mark Angelo with-
drew his prior application to subdi-
vide 1053 Prospect Street into three
residential lots.

Two applicants were granted ex-
tensions. Gentemp and Jean
Genievich of 254 Seneca Place were
approved to extend its application
until July 2010. CFGR of 430-510
Central Avenue was also approved
for an extension.

In an agenda section titled Com-
munications, Harbor Consultants Inc.
made an application with the New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) for Flood Hazard
Area Line Verification and Individual
Permit Report for Lenape Park
Bikeway; Freshwater Wetlands and
Flood Hazard Area Application No-
tice to Neighboring Landowners re-
garding replacement of Union County
Culvert No. SP-17 at Hillside Avenue
over tributary to Rahway River in the
Township of Springfield; Biennial
Certification Monitoring Report for a
Ground Water Classification Excep-
tion Area for Getty Service Station at
201 South Avenue, West.

Westfield
Monday, March 30, Michael Ross, 27,

of Scotch Plains was arrested at the
Middlesex County jail on four outstand-
ing Westfield contempt of court warrants
totaling $1,140. He was committed on
default of bail to the Union County jail.

Tuesday, March 31, Alexander
Liberman, 28, of Summit was arrested on
an outstanding Jersey City contempt of
court warrant in the amount of $150 after
a motor vehicle stop at East Broad Street
and Stanley Avenue. He was released
after posting bail.

Tuesday, March 31, the owner of a
clothing store on the 100 block of East
Broad Street reported the theft of mer-
chandise in the amount of $2,430.

Tuesday, March 31, a resident of the
800 block of Lenape Trail reported the
theft of jewelry valued at approximately
$15,000 from the home. The theft oc-
curred between February 13 and March
27. There were no signs of forced entry.

Wednesday, April 1, Richard Green,
34, of Jersey City was arrested on an
outstanding Jersey City contempt of court
warrant after a motor vehicle stop at Clark
Street and Stanmore Place. He was re-
leased after posting $180 bail.

Wednesday, April 1, Harris Podvey,
43, of West Caldwell was arrested and
charged with hindering apprehension for
allegedly failing to properly identify him-
self after being stopped for a motor ve-
hicle violation on the 200 block of West
South Avenue. Podvey was issued a sum-
mons at Westfield police headquarters
and released.

Wednesday, April 1, Jose Roman, 38,
of Woodbridge was arrested at Plainfield
police headquarters on a Westfield con-
tempt of court warrant in the amount of
$500. He was held in lieu of bail.

Wednesday, April 1, Keith Anderson,
41, of Plainfield was arrested at Plainfield
police headquarters on outstanding con-
tempt of court warrants from Westfield
and Newark, in the amounts of $500 and
$125, respectively. He was processed and
committed on default of bail to the Union
County jail on both warrants.

Wednesday, April 1, Joi Blassingame,
28, of Linden was arrested on an out-
standing Elizabeth contempt of court
warrant on the 500 block of West South
Avenue. She was processed and released
after posting $100 bail.

Thursday, April 2, after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation on the 200
block of Springfield Avenue, William
Devine, 37, of West Orange was arrested
on an outstanding Clark contempt of court
warrant in the amount of $165 and also
was charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia. Devine
posted bail on the warrant and was re-
leased on his own recognizance on the
Westfield charges.

Saturday, April 4, Earlisha Green, 21,
of Plainfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing Irvington contempt of court warrant
in the amount of $165 after a motor ve-
hicle stop in the area of the 300 block of
South Avenue in Garwood. She was re-
leased after posting bail.

Saturday, April 4, Brandon R. Bond,
22, of Newark was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on outstanding con-
tempt of court warrants from Union and
Cranford, in the amounts of $275 and
$250, respectively. He was released after
posting $525 total bail.

Sunday, April 5, Silvia C. Lisa, 26, of
Elizabeth was arrested at the Westfield
northside train station on a Roselle con-
tempt of court warrant in the amount of
$165. She was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, April 2, Akhirah Trent, 33,

of Hillside was arrested and charged with
providing false information to officers
after a motor vehicle stop. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters where she
was processed and released.

Thursday, April 2, a resident of Martine
Avenue reported that someone caused
approximately $75 worth of damage to
her mailbox.

Friday, April 3, police investigated an
incident in which a motor vehicle parked
legally on Willow Street was struck by a
vehicle that then fled the scene. The impact
caused damage to the rear of the vehicle.

Sunday, April 5, Brandan Butler, 25, of
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
possession of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS) after a motor vehicle stop.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters where he was processed and released.

Sunday, April 5, Patrick Mitchell, 27,
of Rahway was arrested and charged with
eluding police after allegedly refusing to
comply with a motor vehicle stop. After
eventually stopping, he was transported
to police headquarters where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Monday, April 6, Neeadak Allotey, 34,
of Metuchen was arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana after a mo-
tor vehicle stop, at which time an officer
smelled the odor of marijuana. He was
transported to police headquarters where
he was processed and released.

Monday, April 6, a resident of Park
Avenue reported that someone entered
his motor vehicle and removed his GPS,
valued at $100.

Mountainside
Wednesday, April 1, Emmanuel C.

Hooper, 20, of Newark was arrested at the
Scotch Plains Police Department on an
outstanding warrant in the amount of $400.

Thursday, April 2, a resident of Wood
Valley Road reported that someone dam-
aged the windshield and the passenger
side rear view mirror of his motor vehicle
while it was parked in the street. The
damage was done with a rock that was
found at the scene.

Friday, April 3, officers responded to a
report of a distraught female juvenile at a
Route 22 diner. According to police, the
juvenile was crying hysterically and stated
that she did not have any recollection of
how she got to the diner. The individual
stated that the last thing she remembered
was her father dropping her off at a the-
ater in Bayonne, at which time she met
three male juveniles, authorities reported.
She stated that one of the male juveniles
gave her a soda and the next thing she
knew she was along the highway, police
said. The incident is under investigation.

Sunday, April 5, a resident of Sunrise
Parkway reported that two black males
were walking around the rear of her prop-
erty. According to police, one appeared to
be looking for something on the ground as
the other was seen urinating on a tree. The
homeowner called out to the men and
they fled the scene, police said. A search
of the area by the homeowner produced a
small ziplock bag that contained suspected
marijuana, officers reported. The CDS
was bagged and placed into evidence
pending destruction.

Fanwood
Wednesday, April 1, Mike Roberson,

43, of Plainfield was arrested after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Terrill Road on an
outstanding warrant out of Harrison. He
was processed and released after posting
bail.

Thursday, April 2, a business owner on
the 200 block of North Avenue reported
that someone did approximately $10 worth
of damage to a flagpole on his property by
knocking it down.

Thursday, April 2, Thomas Drexler,
57, of Bridgewater was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue on
an outstanding Raritan Borough warrant.
He was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Saturday, April 4, a resident on the 50
block of Glenwood Road reported that
sometime overnight someone broke the
front window of her residence with an
unknown object.

Saturday, April 4, a resident reported
that he left his motor vehicle parked in the
South Avenue train station lot overnight
and that someone smashed the driver’s
side window. Nothing was reported miss-
ing at this time, officers said.

Saturday, April 4, Dennis Rowland,
19, of Newark was arrested on an active
Newark warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

noise in opposition to their status quo
policies.”

“We are burdened by unfair school
funding, which directly impacts prop-
erty taxes, one of the nation’s highest
overall state tax burdens, and unneces-
sary COAH (Council on Affordable
Housing) requirements,” said Mr.
Meringolo, a commercial real estate
agent in Whippany.

Mr. Vitureira, a lawyer, said the state
is “in the middle of a terrible economic
situation and the governor (Jon Corzine)
is not meeting his fiscal responsibili-
ties.”

“Rather than raising taxes and cut-
ting municipal aid, which has the effect
of raising local property taxes, we should
trim the size of our government and
eliminate expensive programs taxpay-
ers cannot afford,” Mr. Vitureira said.

Filing for the Democrats are Norman
Albert of Cranford, an assistant coun-
sel for the County of Union, and Spring-
field resident and Township Attorney
Bruce Bergen. Both candidates ran for
the Assembly in 2007.

Also filing Monday were candidates
for Governor. Governor Corzine is be-
ing challenged in the Democratic Pri-
mary by Jeff Boss of Guttenberg, former
Glen Ridge Mayor Carl Bergmanson
and Roger Bacon of Phillipsburg. Mr.
Bergmanson led an effort last year to
have Mr. Corzine recalled.

On the Republican side, former
United States Attorney Chris Christie
of Mendham will face off against former
Bogota Mayor Steve Lonegan, State
Assemblyman Rick Merkt (LD-25,
Mendham) and South Brunswick busi-
nessman Dave Brown.

In the race for the neighboring Dis-
trict 22, which covers Scotch Plains
and Fanwood, Democratic incumbents
Linda Stender of Fanwood and Jerry
Green of Plainfield are being challenged
in the Primary by Rick Smiley of
Plainfield.

Former Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks, an endodontist, and William
“Bo” Vastine, a businessman, also of
Scotch Plains, filed for the GOP. Mr.
Marks ran for Congress in the Seventh
Congressional District last year in the
GOP Primary and for State Senate in
2003.

In the race for Union County free-
holder, Union County Freeholder
Democratic incumbents Al Mirabella
and Deborah Scanlon filed for re-elec-
tion with their new running mate,
Mohamed Jalloh of Roselle. Mr. Jalloh
replaces Freeholder Chester Holmes of
Rahway, who is retiring. They are be-
ing challenged in the Primary by
Carmen Southward of Linden and
Marlena Abitano of Elizabeth, running
under the slogan “Democrats for Tax
Reductions,” and Roselle candidates
Harry O. Wyatt, Jr. and James E. Moore,
Jr., who are using the name “Roselle
Independent Democrats.”

Republican freeholder candidates are
Garwood Councilman Anthony Sytko,
Nicole Cole of Fanwood and Modesto
Miranda, Jr. of Roselle Park. County
Surrogate James LaCorte of Elizabeth,
a Democrat, is seeking re-election
against Republican Arthur Zapolski of
Roselle Park.

State Assemblyman Jerry Green (LD-
22, Plainfield), Frank Cuesta of Eliza-
beth and Chris Hudak of Linden are
running for the state Democratic Com-
mittee, while Westfield Councilman
James Foerst and former freeholder
candidate Patricia Quattrocchi of
Garwood are running for the state Re-
publican Committee, replacing Robert
Cockren of Westfield and Elizabeth
Cox of Summit.

The Borough of Garwood will see
Democratic incumbents Keith Sluka
and Kathleen Villaggio face Republi-
cans James Matheson and Timothy Hak
for two open seats, each a three-year
term, on the council.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Area Races

WF School Budget,
Candidate Info. on TV36

WESTFIELD – A Westfield school
budget forum, “Tough Choices for Our
Schools and Our Children,” a discussion
of the 2009-2010 school district budget,
is being broadcast on Blue Devils TV36
from now through Tuesday, April 21.

For the exact dates and times, see
westfieldnjk12.org (“What’s on Blue
Devils TV?”) . Candidates Night, which
was held on March 30, was taped and is
also being aired on WHS-TV36.

The budget forum includes President
of the Westfield Board of Education Ginny
Leiz, Finance Chairman and Vice Presi-
dent Julia Walker and Superintendent
Margaret Dolan. Westfield High School
junior Kate Brennan interviews them.

borough will receive aid from the
breakup of the Union County Regional
High School District.

“It is going to be very, very difficult
to keep the tax impact at the same level
next year,” Mr. Turner said.

On Tuesday, the board voted to make
a payment of $25,926 to the state Divi-
sion of Pension and Benefits, deferring
more than $20,000 until 2011.

Mr. Turner said the deferred money
is equal to the amount the borough’s
state aid will be reduced. Finance Com-
mittee Chairwoman Susan Groning said
the deferment will be paid back over a
period of 15 years.

“It’s only going to be a little more
than $1,000 a year,” Ms. Groning said
of the payback. “It’s going to be such a
small amount in 2011 because they let
you spread it out over 15 years.”

Also on Tuesday, Superintendent
Teresa Quigley provided an update on
a statement made during last week’s
budget meeting. Resident Karen Resetar
was critical of the board, saying that it
should “make sure every kid has a book
in the school.”

Ms. Quigley said that in the class to
which Ms. Resetar was referring, the
teacher had recently returned from a
two-year maternity leave and had be-
gun teaching a class a specific novel.

When the teacher distribute dthe
books to her students, she discovered
that a few copies had been lost during
her absence. As a result, students were
asked to share in the classroom. Ms.
Quigley said one of the students did
purchase the book on his own, although
students were not instructed to do so.

“[The teacher] did have the children
share the book, but it was in class,” Ms.
Quigley said. “It’s not that they were
required to buy the book.”

Ms. Quigley said a few years ago

when the district was phasing out its
science textbook, a class was short one
book, and since the textbook was out of
print, the school was unable to pur-
chase additional copies from the pub-
lisher. A parent then found a copy of the
book online for $2, purchased it and
donated it to the school.

“I’ve been here for 20 years, and
we’ve never asked our students to buy
books,” Ms. Quigley said.

During the meeting, resident John
Colin sought to clarify what he be-
lieved was a misrepresentation of his
comments during the budget meeting
in an article in the online edition of The
Cranford Chronicle. Mr. Conlin took
exception with the implication that he
“rebuked” the board of education.

“I think it’s unfortunate if any mem-
ber of this group or the press wrongly
translated what I was saying as a re-
buke,” Mr. Conlin said.

Prior to the executive session, board
member Russell Graham suggested the
possibility of utilizing the board’s
website as a way for the public to
submit questions which could then be
answered during the public meeting.
Mr. Graham said it was “just an oppor-
tunity for [the board] to be better pre-
pared for the meeting.”

Board member Linda Koenig ex-
pressed reservations over the policy,
noting that members are “supposed to
know the answers when people show
up” and that there was no guarantee that
those asking the questions online would
actually attend the meetings.

Board president Adele Lewis said
she agreed with Mr. Graham’s inten-
tion of utilizing technology to promote
more public involvement but also un-
derstood the reservations expressed by
Ms. Koenig and Mr. Colin, who said he
is “completely computer illiterate.” She
said the board would continue to seek
ways to encourage a better flow of
information with residents.

Following executive session, the
board also said it would be hiring Wil-
liam Muzzio, business administrator
for the Clark Board of Education, on an
interim basis through June 30. Ms.
Quigley said this is part of the district’s
move towards further shared services
with the Clark school district.

Tuesday’s meeting was the final ses-
sion before the April 21 school board
elections. The reorganization meeting
for the Garwood Board of Education is
scheduled for April 28 at 7:30 p.m.
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Courtesy of Chris Boyle
SPRINGTIME...The new Yankee Stadium is all set for the home opener next week. Special tours of the new facility were
given last Thursday as pictured above.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRAGEDY...A SUV went out of control Monday afternoon at the intersection of
East Broad Street and North Avenue in Westfield, striking and killing a pedes-
trian. Traffic in the region was delayed for hours due to the investigation. See story
this page.

Margaret Diggory for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
POINT OF NO RETURN...County golfers note the grading work underway at the
former Oak Ridge Golf Course in Clark closed at the beginning of the year by the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders. Plans for the land by the county are
still under discussion.

Charles Laskowski for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LET THE HUNT BEGIN...The Easter Bunny visits children waiting for last
Saturday’s Fanwood Easter Egg Hunt to begin at the age 8 and up section.

Area Candidates File for Town,
County and State Offices

By PAUL J. PEYTON and
SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Republican Dominick
Bratti will face Democrat Theresa
Mullen in the race to fill the one-year
remaining on an expired term on the
Scotch Plains Township Council.

Meanwhile, in Fanwood, Borough
Council incumbents, Democrats
Donna Dolce and David Valian, will
face Republicans Robert Manduca
and Mike Szuch in the November
General Election.

In terms of the Scotch Plains cam-
paign, Mr. Bratti joined the council in
December after the local GOP com-
mittee named to fill the vacancy left
when Councilwoman Nancy Malool
was elected mayor.

Mr. Bratti, an attorney and town-

ship resident since 1991, has served
on the planning board since 2004. He
currently serves as Mayor Malool’s
representative on the board.

“This is a tough time for Scotch
Plains. In addition to facing a diffi-
cult budget year, and all the issues
associated with that, we now need to
choose a new township manager,”
Mr. Bratti said. “I see this year as the
first step in the process of moving the
town forward.”

His opponent, attorney Ms. Mullen,
was defeated by Mary DePaola last
November in a race for a full, four-
year seat on the council. Ms. Mullen’s
husband, Scott Phillips, is a captain
with the Kenilworth Police Depart-
ment.

Republicans in Scotch Plains hold
the mayor’s office, while there are

two Democrats and two Republicans
on the township committee.

In Fanwood, Democrats Donna
Dolce and David Valian will both
seek re-election to their seats on the
borough council. Opposing them will
be Mike Szuch and Robert Manduca,
who ran unsuccessfully for the coun-
cil on the 2008 Republican ticket.
Council terms are for three years each.

Democrats currently hold the
mayor’s seat and five of the six bor-
ough council seats in Fanwood. Ms.
Dolce, who serves as council presi-
dent, is seeking her third term on the
governing body, while Mr. Valian is
running for his second term.

Ms. Dolce recently retired from the
Girl Scouts of Washington Rock
Council. In October, she launched
her own company, Fanwood-based
Dolce Consulting, for which she
serves as a business consultant to
non-profit organizations. She and her
partner are residents of Carsam Street.

She said “taxes and streamlining
the economic challenges all munici-
palities face” would be the focus of
her campaign.

In discussing her reason for seek-
ing another term, Ms. Dolce told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times she
believes she and her council col-
leagues “will be taking a more in-
tense look” at a “broader collabora-
tion” between government, business
and non-profits, to “bring quality ser-
vices to our residents at a lower cost.”

The candidate added that, “we have
to look at creative ways to develop
new revenue sources.”

Mr. Valian lives on Westfield Road
and is employed as vice-president of
sales with Petro Plastics in Garwood.
He is married and the father of four
children.

In an interview with The Times, Mr.
Valian said, “the budget is the biggest
issue for everyone. If you’re getting
involved or have been involved (in
service on the governing body), you
have to be prepared to look into the
budget as deep as you can, as we have
done in the past.”

He stated that any budget decisions
could impact multiple issues such as
property taxes and services to resi-
dents. “You have to be aware of the
moves you make” in terms of crafting
a municipal spending plan, he said.

Regarding development of munici-
pal budgets during his first term on
the council, Mr. Valian said, “Tough
decisions had to be made; some we
really didn’t like to make.” He stated
that he believed, however, that their
decisions “were best for the borough.”

Following their defeat last Novem-
ber, Mr. Szuch had promised he and
his running mate would “regroup and
run again next year.” The candidate, a
Westfield Road resident, could not be
reached for additional comment at
press time.

Mr. Manduca is an Arlene Court
resident and the married father of one
daughter. He is employed as vice-
president for an information technol-
ogy resource company.

The candidate told The Times that
“the issues are basic good govern-
ment, not Republican or Democrat.
Taxes are going up and the town is not
being managed in a forthright and
open manner. Fanwood deserves bet-
ter.”

He cited as an example a town

Car Accident Kills Man
At Westfield Intersection
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – A 36-year-old
Westfield man was killed Monday
afternoon when he was struck by a
SUV that then hit another car. The
accident occurred at 2:30 p.m. at North
Avenue, West, and East Broad Street,
police said.

Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department said a 2008
Toyota Highlander, driven by Dora
Mendez, 68, of Garwood, was travel-
ing eastbound on North Avenue when it
traveled up onto the sidewalk alongside
the monument to veterans of World
War I, striking Kirk Kinkade. The vic-
tim, an employee of the Westfield Area
“Y,” was standing on the sidewalk when
he was struck and thrown across the
southern side of East Broad Street,
winding up at the 9/11 memorial.

The Highlander continued on
across East Broad Street, where it
then struck a 2008 BMW, driven by
Nancy Boehm, 49, of Westfield.

According to Captain Auchter, Mr.
Kinkade was pronounced dead at the
scene. The Westfield Rescue Squad
transported the driver of the High-
lander to Overlook Hospital in Sum-
mit. She was discharged Tuesday, a
hospital spokeswoman confirmed.

Rescue Squad and Westfield Fire
Department personnel transported the
driver of the BMW to Robert Wood
Johnson University Hospital in
Rahway. A hospital spokeswoman said
she was treated and released Monday.

Captain Auchter said it is unknown
at this time what caused the High-
lander to travel up onto the sidewalk.
The incident remains under investi-
gation by the Westfield Police De-
partment and the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office. The captain
stated that no charges had been filed
at present against the driver of the
Highlander.

Witnesses to the accident are asked
to call the Westfield traffic bureau at
(908) 789-4000.

BOE Explains 8.1 Percent Tax Hike
In Fanwood But 3.7 Percent in SP

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Three members of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, plus the district’s school
business administrator, conducted a
budget-related presentation at Tues-
day night’s borough council agenda
meeting.

The presentation, requested by the
governing body, focused on the school
district’s proposed 2009-2010 bud-
get, which goes before voters in both
towns on Tuesday, April 21. The
spending plan rings up at nearly $80.8
million, with about $73.5 million of
that to be financed by local taxes.

Mayor Colleen Mahr and the bor-
ough council asked a series of ques-
tions to clarify the local tax levy,
which will impact the average-as-
sessed homeowner by about $458 in
Fanwood and $246 in Scotch Plains,
or a percentage increase of 8.08 per-
cent and 3.68 percent, respectively.

School Business Administrator
Anthony Del Sordi said the state de-
termined the tax valuations. In ex-
plaining the differing tax impact, he
said the “total property valuation in
Fanwood increased while the Scotch
Plains valuation decreased.”

School board members Sasha
Slocum and Rob O’Connor high-
lighted the budget process and chal-
lenges, including reduced state aid
and increasing expenses.

Mr. O’Connor, responding to ques-
tions from the governing body, said
the differing impact “seems to be the
issue” of concern to Fanwood resi-
dents.

“There’s such a huge discrepancy,”
Ms. Slocum said.

“A lot of people don’t understand
that the state has [determined the]
valuations; [they’re questioning],
‘Why is Fanwood being punished, in
a sense?’” Mr. O’Connor said.

Mr. Del Sordi said the school board,

in order to balance its budget, de-
cided to implement “student activity
fees” for the first time for certain
extracurricular, athletic and music
programs at the high school and
middle school levels, in addition to
cutting 18 jobs – including eight teach-
ers – and deferring all capital projects
except window replacement at
Brunner School.

“We think it’s a very fair budget,”
said Mr. O’Connor, adding that “any
further cuts would be painful.”

Mr. O’Connor said that every

$100,000 cut from the budget saves
just $8 in taxes. “You probably can’t
even go to McDonald’s for that,” he
said.

Mayor Colleen Mahr talked about
ways the school board could possibly
reduce expenses, suggesting that the
district “partner” with the borough
on implementing “green” policies at
the facilities level.

“That could be a real win from an
education point of view as well as a
budget point of view,” said Mayor

Board Denies Home Business
Permit For Prop Weapons

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment last Thursday
denied an application for a temporary
operating permit (TOP) after a hear-
ing that focused on the potential for
weapons being delivered to and stored
in a house near Evergreen School.

Garry Pastore of 564 Pine Street
sought the TOP so he could establish
a home-based business address that
would allow him to secure a federal
permit to purchase, modify and se-
cure weaponry used as props in mov-
ies and television programs. Mr.
Pastore is prop master for the “Law &
Order” television series and supplies
many of the prop weapons used on
that show. Securing the federal li-
cense, which requires him to have a
business address, would be useful in
allowing him to directly secure prop
weapons instead of having to rent
them from third-party suppliers. Mr.
Pastore said he intended to use his
home office for administrative pur-
poses, including billing, invoicing and
other paperwork.

While he maintained that any prop
weapons would be shipped either to a
storage unit in Mountainside or to
NBC offices in Manhattan — and not
to his house — board members re-
peatedly pressed for confirmation that
no weapons — including those manu-
factured specifically to be mere fac-
similes — would be delivered to the
Scotch Plains address. “I would not
have anything sent to my house that’s
against the law,” Mr. Pastore told the
board.

Several neighborhood residents

spoke in opposition to the applica-
tion, including Pat Kaine, who said
she was “uncomfortable” at the po-
tential of any weapons in the neigh-
borhood. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education (BOE) issued a
letter regarding the application that
contained several suggested condi-
tions if the board were to grant ap-
proval. The conditions were that no
weapons or ammunition, blanks, etc.
be allowed at Mr. Pastore’s house,
that no signage or advertising be vis-
ible indicating that his home was a
business location and that the number
of clients visiting his house be lim-
ited.

BOE president Trip Whitehouse
asked Mr. Pastore if all deliveries to
his house would require a signature
vs. being left at his doorstep. Mr.
Pastore stated that no real weapons
would be delivered to his residence
— “none, zero, ever.”

Board members were split as to
whether concerns about weapons at
Mr. Pastore’s house were warranted.
Board attorney Vince Loughlin
pointed out that the TOP being re-
quested was to enable the issuance of
the federal weapons license and told
the board he did not know “what that
license entails.” Board member Tim
Livolsi repeatedly expressed concern
about such a business being located
in a residential neighborhood near a
school. “I see no reason to do it,” he
said, suggesting instead that Mr.
Pastore base his business elsewhere,
such as in the business district.

Board member Ken Anderson,
though, said the concerns were un-
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SP Council Interviews
Town Manager Candidates

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council conducted interviews
with three candidates for township
manager on Tuesday, and will inter-
view another round of candidates next
week. Mayor Nancy Malool told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times she
hopes a final decision can be made by
the end of the month.

The manager’s position has been
vacant since Michael Capabianco re-
signed from the position on February
18. Since that time, Robert LaCosta
and Madeline Rutkowski have as-
sumed the role as co-acting manag-
ers.

Mayor Malool said that the list of
candidates, which is being assembled
with the assistance of consultant Jer-
sey Professional Management at no
cost to the township, contains several
individuals who were considered last
year during the search to replace long-
time township manager Thomas
Atkins.

In other business, township offi-
cials are sending a letter to residents
of Clark Lane containing details of
installing a sanitary sewer on that
street. In recent months, several resi-
dents have spoken at council meet-

ings about a desire to have such a
system installed.

The estimated cost of the project,
which would be evenly divided be-
tween the eight to 10 houses on the
street, is about $300,000. The project,
if requested by all homeowners on
Clark Lane, will take approximately
two years — between surveying and
design work, state environmental pro-
tection review, bidding and actual
construction.

In an effort to lessen the frequency
of vehicular accidents at the corner of
Park Avenue and Mountain Avenue,
township engineers are requesting
permission to evaluate the intersec-
tion, which is congested during rush
hour from traffic entering and exiting
Route 22 and the bridge crossing over
the highway.

The council is waiting for 2009
municipal budget recommendations
from consultant Gregory Fehrenbach.
This year’s budget process would have
started two months ago, but is de-
layed due to the resignation of Mr.
Capabianco, who would normally
have submitted his spending recom-
mendation to the council. The coun-
cil is also awaiting reaction from the
state Department of Personnel to the
layoff plan it submitted last month.
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Save even more than before with Allstate.

Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $353 a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first.  You
could be surprised by how much you’ll save.

NELSON C. ESPELAND, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300

The Espeland Group
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SOLEMN CEREMONY...Funeral services were held for Assemblyman Eric
Munoz last Friday at St. Theresa’s Roman Catholic Church in Summit. Mr.
Munoz died Monday of that week of a heart attack.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GOLD ANNIVERSARY...The Occupational Center of Union County in Roselle
celebrated its 50th anniversary on Tuesday. The center offers individualized
training leading to long-term employment for people with disabilities in the job
market or in the on-site industrial work center in Roselle, shown above.  President
Mark Lasky and Chairman of the Board Charles Walter welcomed several area
dignitaries to the event. For more information, see occupationalcenter.org.

UNICO Seeks Funds For
Italian Earthquake Victims

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Monday, March 30, Michael Ross,
27, of Scotch Plains was arrested at
the Middlesex County jail on four
outstanding Westfield contempt of
court warrants totaling $1,140. He was
committed on default of bail to the
Union County jail.

Tuesday, March 31, Alexander
Liberman, 28, of Summit was arrested
on an outstanding Jersey City con-
tempt of court warrant in the amount
of $150 after a motor vehicle stop at
East Broad Street and Stanley Avenue.
He was released after posting bail.

Tuesday, March 31, the owner of a
clothing store on the 100 block of East
Broad Street reported the theft of mer-
chandise in the amount of $2,430.

Tuesday, March 31, a resident of the
800 block of Lenape Trail reported the
theft of jewelry valued at approxi-
mately $15,000 from the home. The
theft occurred between February 13
and March 27. There were no signs of
forced entry.

Wednesday, April 1, Richard Green,
34, of Jersey City was arrested on an
outstanding Jersey City contempt of
court warrant after a motor vehicle
stop at Clark Street and Stanmore
Place. He was released after posting
$180 bail.

Wednesday, April 1, Harris Podvey,
43, of West Caldwell was arrested and
charged with hindering apprehension
for allegedly failing to properly iden-
tify himself after being stopped for a
motor vehicle violation on the 200
block of West South Avenue. Podvey
was issued a summons at Westfield
police headquarters and released.

Wednesday, April 1, Jose Roman,
38, of Woodbridge was arrested at
Plainfield police headquarters on a
Westfield contempt of court warrant
in the amount of $500. He was held in
lieu of bail.

Wednesday, April 1, Keith Ander-
son, 41, of Plainfield was arrested at
Plainfield police headquarters on out-
standing contempt of court warrants
from Westfield and Newark, in the
amounts of $500 and $125, respec-
tively. He was processed and commit-
ted on default of bail to the Union
County jail on both warrants.

Wednesday, April 1, Joi
Blassingame, 28, of Linden was ar-
rested on an outstanding Elizabeth
contempt of court warrant on the 500
block of West South Avenue. She was
processed and released after posting
$100 bail.

Thursday, April 2, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation
on the 200 block of Springfield Av-
enue, William Devine, 37, of West
Orange was arrested on an outstand-
ing Clark contempt of court warrant in
the amount of $165 and also was
charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia.
Devine posted bail on the warrant and
was released on his own recognizance
on the Westfield charges.

Saturday, April 4, Earlisha Green,
21, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Irvington contempt of
court warrant in the amount of $165
after a motor vehicle stop in the area of
the 300 block of South Avenue in
Garwood. She was released after post-
ing bail.

Saturday, April 4, Brandon R. Bond,
22, of Newark was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on outstanding
contempt of court warrants from Union
and Cranford, in the amounts of $275
and $250, respectively. He was re-
leased after posting $525 total bail.

Sunday, April 5, Silvia C. Lisa, 26,
of Elizabeth was arrested at the
Westfield northside train station on a
Roselle contempt of court warrant in
the amount of $165. She was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, April 2, Akhirah Trent,

33, of Hillside was arrested and
charged with providing false informa-
tion to officers after a motor vehicle
stop. She was transported to police
headquarters where she was processed
and released.

Thursday, April 2, a resident of
Martine Avenue reported that some-
one caused approximately $75 worth
of damage to her mailbox.

Friday, April 3, police investigated
a motor vehicle parked legally on Wil-
low Street that was struck by a vehicle
that fled the scene, causing damage to
the rear of the vehicle.

Sunday, April 5, Brandan Butler,
25, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS) after a
motor vehicle stop. He was transported
to police headquarters where he was
processed and released.

Sunday, April 5, Patrick Mitchell,
27, of Rahway was arrested and
charged with eluding police after a
motor vehicle stop in which Mitchell
allegedly refused to stop. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters where
he was processed and released.

Monday, April 6, Neeadak Allotey,
34, of Metuchen was arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana
after a motor vehicle stop, at which
time officer smelled the odor of mari-
juana. He was transported to police
headquarters where he was processed
and released.

Monday, April 6, a resident of Park
Avenue reported that someone entered
his motor vehicle and removed his
GPS, valued at $100.

Mountainside
Wednesday, April 1, Emmanuel C.

Hooper, 20, of Newark was arrested at
the Scotch Plains Police Department
on an outstanding warrant in the
amount of $400.

Thursday, April 2, a resident of Wood
Valley Road reported that someone
damaged the windshield and the pas-
senger side rear view mirror of his
motor vehicle while it was parked in
the street. The damage was done with
a rock that was found at the scene.

Friday, April 3, officers responded
to a report of a distraught female juve-
nile at a Route 22 diner. According to
police, the juvenile was crying hys-
terically and stated that she did not
have any recollection of how she got
to the diner. The individual stated that
the last thing she remembered was her
father dropping her off at a theater in
Bayonne, at which time she met three
male juveniles, authorities reported.
She stated that one of the male juve-
niles gave her a soda and the next thing
she knew she was along the highway,
police said. The incident is under in-
vestigation.

Sunday, April 5, a resident of Sun-
rise Parkway reported that two black
males were walking around the rear of
her property. According to police, one
appeared to be looking for something
on the ground as the other was seen
urinating on a tree. The homeowner
called out to the men and they fled the
scene, police said. A search of the area
by the homeowner produced a small
ziplock bag that contained suspected
marijuana, officers reported. The CDS
was bagged and placed into evidence
pending destruction.

Fanwood
Wednesday, April 1, Mike Roberson,

43, of Plainfield was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road on
an outstanding warrant out of Harrison.
He was processed and released after
posting bail.

Thursday, April 2, a business owner
on the 200 block of North Avenue
reported that someone did approxi-
mately $10 worth of damage to a flag-
pole on his property by knocking it
down.

Thursday, April 2, Thomas Drexler,
57, of Bridgewater was arrested after
a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue
on an outstanding Raritan Borough
warrant. He was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Saturday, April 4, a resident on the
50 block of Glenwood Road reported
that sometime overnight someone
broke the front window of her resi-
dence with an unknown object.

Saturday, April 4, a resident reported
that he left his motor vehicle parked in
the South Avenue train station lot over-
night and that someone smashed the
driver’s side window. Nothing was
reported missing at this time, officers
said.

Saturday, April 4, Dennis Rowland,
19, of Newark was arrested on an
active Newark warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. He was
processed and released after posting
bail.

Charles Laskowski for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ARTS AND EASTER EGGS... This youngster enjoys coloring a few bunnies at the
arts table during Saturday’s Easter Egg Hunt at Forest Road Park in Fanwood.

meeting held last year in which Mayor
Colleen Mahr had “promised to hold
the line on spending,” saying munici-
pal employees were then given a 3
percent raise the borough was not
obligated to give.

“Not that they don’t deserve it, but
when people in town are hurting, you
don’t increase spending you’re not
obligated to,” Mr. Manduca said.

Filing for Union County Freeholder
are Democratic incumbents Al
Mirabella and Deborah Scanlon and
their running mate Mohamed Jalloh

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Area Candidates File

SP-F BOE to Present
2009-2010 Budget

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
— Members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education, who
have already presented a series of
budget discussions at schools through-
out the community during the month
of March, have announced plans to
hold two special budget presentations
at the local municipal libraries.

Board members will review the
2009-2010 school budget at the
Scotch Plains Library on Wednesday,
April 15, at 9:30 a.m. They will give
a second budget presentation on Sat-
urday, April 18, at 9:30 a.m. at the
Fanwood Memorial Library.

All interested citizens are welcome
to attend these informational meet-
ings in preparation for the annual
school election on Tuesday, April 21.

warranted, saying he had not heard
any testimony about any “substantial
volume” of delivery activity at Mr.
Pastore’s house. He accused some of
his board colleagues of
“mischaracterizing” Mr. Pastore’s
intentions, saying he would not be
operating a gun dealership out of his
home.

Mr. Livolsi cited the “risk of some-
thing going wrong” with a weapon,
especially nearby a school.

Mr. Anderson again said some
board members were
“mischaracterizing what’s being
asked for,” saying that Mr. Pastore
had “started out wanting to do paper-
work in his house and that’s morphed
into a gun dealership.”

While admitting “it’s an emotional
issue,” board chairman Jim Fawcett
said, “The fact is, he’s doing paper-
work. Other people have home of-
fices and they do it quietly.”

But board member Rich Duthie
said the “potential for error exists”
with potential weapons in a residen-
tial neighborhood. Board member
Chris Abeel, calling the application
“the most difficult TOP application”
in his 10 years on the board, said he
was not “sufficiently comfortable”
with the idea and added, “There may
be deliveries [to Mr. Pastore’s house].
That’s not paperwork.”

When Mr. Fawcett asked if Mr.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Zoning Board

Mahr, who also advised using an up-
coming “energy audit” by PSE&G to
find additional ways to cut rising utili-
ties costs.

In other business Tuesday night,
the governing body discussed a pro-
posed resolution to formalize a Shared
Services Committee, to consist of
Mayor Mahr, council members Donna
Dolce and David Valian, and Bor-
ough Clerk/Administrator Eleanor
McGovern.

The borough also plans to apply for
a shared services grant and is prepar-
ing a response to a Union County
survey regarding potential shared ser-
vices options.

Suggestions from council members
included possibly centralizing police
dispatching, sharing equipment and
vehicles where possible, traffic sig-
nal maintenance and park services,
among others.

Borough Engineer Joseph Pryor
reported that the Helen Street recon-
struction project is scheduled for this
summer.

Mr. Pryor also advised that the
heavily used softball field at LaGrande
Park is in need of maintenance, par-
ticularly in the outfield area. Mr. Pryor
and other borough officials pointed
out that the full schedule of sports
practices and games does not leave
enough time for fieldwork.

“It doesn’t sound like it was on
anybody’s radar to do the mainte-
nance,” Mayor Mahr said. “We spent
way too much money and way too
much time [to build the field]; some-
where we have to stop the cycle [of
practices and games] and let the field
breathe or we’re not going to have a
field.”

Mayor Mahr said maintenance
might have to wait until this fall,
since spring sports have already
started. She said the borough’s future
decisions on when to schedule start-
and end-dates for sports seasons will
take field maintenance into account.

of Roselle. They are being challenged
in the Primary by Carmen Southward
of Linden and Marlena Abitano of
Elizabeth, running under the slogan
“Democrats for Tax Reductions,” and
Roselle candidates Harry O. Wyatt,
Jr. and James E. Moore, Jr., who are
using the name “Roselle Independent
Democrats.”

Republican freeholder candidates
are Garwood Councilman Anthony
Sytko, Nicole Cole of Fanwood and
Modesto Miranda, Jr. of Roselle Park.
County Surrogate James LaCorte of
Elizabeth, a Democrat, is seeking re-
election against Republican Arthur
Zapolski of Roselle Park.

For State Assembly for District 22,
Democratic incumbents Linda
Stender of Fanwood and Jerry Green
of Plainfield are being challenged in
the Primary by Rick Smiley of
Plainfield. Mr. Green, Frank Cuesta
of Elizabeth and Chris Hudak of Lin-
den are running for the state Demo-
cratic Committee.

Former Scotch Plains Mayor Mar-
tin Marks, an endodontist, and Will-
iam “Bo” Vastine, a businessman,
also of Scotch Plains, filed for the
GOP. Mr. Marks ran for Congress in
the Seventh Congressional District
last year in the GOP Primary and for
State Senate in 2003. Westfield coun-
cilman James Foerst and former free-
holder candidate Patricia Quattrocchi
of Garwood are running for the state
Republican Committee, replacing
Robert Cockren of Westfield and
Elizabeth Cox of Summit.

The neighboring District 21, cov-
ering Westfield, Mountainside,
Cranford and Garwood, will see a
four-candidate State Assembly Pri-
mary. Following the sudden death of
Assemblyman Eric Munoz of Sum-
mit, his widow, Nancy Munoz, filed
to succeed her late husband. She will
run on the Union County GOP line
with Assemblyman Jon Bramnick of
Westfield. They are challenged by
Long Hill Township Mayor George
Vitureira and Long Hill Board of Edu-
cation member Bruce Meringolo.

Democrats that filed are Norman
Albert of Cranford, an assistant coun-
sel for the County of Union, and
Springfield resident and township
attorney Bruce Bergen. Both candi-
dates ran for the Assembly in 2007.

Gov. Jon Corzine is challenged by
Democrats Roger Bacon of
Phillipsburg, former Glen Ridge
Mayor Carl Bergmanson and Jeff
Boss of Guttenberg in the Primary.
Mr. Bergmanson led an effort last
year to have Mr. Corzine recalled.

On the Republican side, former
United States Attorney Chris Christie
of Mendham will face off against
former Bogota Mayor Steve Lonegan,
State Assemblyman Rick Merkt (LD-
25, Mendham), and South Brunswick
businessman Dave Brown.

COUNTY — The Plainfields and
Scotch Plains UNICO, acting on behalf
of the national organization and the Ital-
ian Club of Scotch Plains, are banding
together to provide earthquake relief to
L’Aquila and surrounding towns devas-
tated by the earthquake in the Abruzzo
region of Italy.

The Scotch Plains area is home to a
large contingent of Italian immigrants
originally from the Abruzzo region of
Italy. People from the region are known
as Abruzzese. Renato Biribin, past na-
tional president of the national organiza-
tion of UNICO and a Scotch Plains attor-
ney, is organizing the earthquake relief
effort on behalf of UNICO nationwide.
Mr. Biribin is also the founder of the
Plainfields Chapter of UNICO.

“As Italian-Americans, we are deeply
saddened by the devastating earthquake
and the humanitarian crisis it has caused,
and we want to do something to help,”
said Mr. Biribin, who also helped coordi-
nate UNICO’s effort to assist Italian earth-
quake victims in 1980, which killed more
than 2,700 people, just south of Naples.
“While emotions run high, it’s also im-
portant to note that we get the funds to the
right organizations at the grass roots to
provide direct help.”

Mr. Biribin said UNICO is arranging
to work with groups such as Catholic
Charities USA and Boys’ Town of Italy,
which provide humanitarian aid to se-
niors, families and children in particular.

Donald DiFrancesco, former acting
Governor for New Jersey, a former State
Senator and a Scotch Plains native, traces
his ancestry to the Abruzzo region, and a
town called Montazzoli. His family mem-
bers also founded the Italian American
Club in Scotch Plains, the majority of
whose membership trace their lineage to
the Abruzzo region of Italy.

“This is a terrible time for the residents
of L’Aquila and our prayers go out to our
fellow Italians. We are Italian-Americans
and we never forget our ancestral roots,”
said Mr. DiFrancesco, who helped found
the Italian-American Heritage Commis-
sion (njitalia.nj.gov). “I am looking for-
ward to working with the community,
organizations such as UNICO and the
Italian American Club, in pulling together
our resources to help.”

Anyone wishing to donate, can send a
tax-deductible donation payable to:
UNICO Foundation Earmarked Disaster
Relief Fund, and mail to: 271 U.S. High-
way 46, West, Suite A-108, Fairfield,
N.J. 07004.

UNICO Foundation is a 501(c)(3) cor-
poration. UNICO, which means unique
or one of a kind in Italian, was founded in
1922. UNICO has members in 131 chap-
ters in 19 states, who work to support
charitable, educational, scientific and lit-
erary projects while promoting Italian
heritage and combating negative stereo-
typing. For more information, see
unico.org.

Pastore had anything further to add to
buttress his case, Mr. Pastore said that
he wanted to rescind his application.
“I did not come here for this,” he told
the board. “This is ridiculous. I feel
like I am on trial.” He said he did not
“need to be scrutinized every time a
FedEx truck comes to my house”
because people think guns are being
delivered.

After Mr. Pastore decided to go
forward with his application, a mo-
tion to deny the TOP was defeated by
a 4-3 vote, thus re-opening the hear-
ing. Board member Jim Pate, who
had voted to approve the application,
offered several conditions for ap-
proval, including those put forth by
the board of education.

Mr. Loughlin, board attorney, again
raised his concern about what the
federal license being sought by Mr.
Pastore entailed, and warned the board
that certain federal provisions could
potentially override local concerns as
far as firearms control is concerned.

Mr. Pate then aired his concern
about the vagaries raised by Mr.
Loughlin. On a new motion to ap-
prove the TOP application, Mr. Abeel,
Mr. Duthie and Mr. Livolsi again
voted against the application and, af-
ter a half-minute of consideration,
Mr. Pate joined them as the fourth and
decisive vote denying Mr. Pastore’s
application.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood
Council

Union Chimes in on
Westfield School Budget

CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – “There was never a
guarantee that a giveback could save a
program,” said Kim Schumacher, presi-
dent of the Westfield Education Associa-
tion (WEA), the union for the 541 teach-
ers, nurses, child study team workers, and
librarians in the Westfield Public School
System. In addition, given that Superin-
tendent of Schools Margaret Dolan could
not guarantee the school budget tax levy
would pass, Ms. Schumacher said the
WEA could not agree to any givebacks
and follow in the footsteps of the admin-
istration that gave back what equates to
one day’s pay.

Ms. Schumacher’s biggest fear was
losing programs that affect the students.
“When we eliminate counselors, we’re
hurting kids; when we eliminate foreign
languages, we’re hurting kids,” said Ms.
Schumacher, also a guidance counselor
at Roosevelt Intermediate School.

Superintendent Dolan met with the
“presidents of the local associations a
few weeks back to talk about difficul-
ties with the budget,” Ms. Schumacher
said. On March 31, the board of educa-
tion introduced an $89.5-million bud-
get that will realize about 23 layoffs and
a reduction of 48 stipend positions, while
at the same time student enrollment has
increased.

Ms. Schumacher blamed Westfield’s
budget problems on the state formula.

“They (the state) look at towns like
Westfield and think we are wealthy by
[looking at] house values and what we
make and, so, they feel like we don’t need
as much aid as other towns do,” she said.
Westfield’s cost-per-pupil is lower than
the state’s average, but, she said, “the
state does not look at that.”

“There still are people who are going to
lose their jobs, which is unfortunate,” she
said.

“I meet every single Tuesday with the

superintendent. I saw the writing on the
wall when it got as bad as it did. We made
suggestions in ways to cut costs,” she
said.

Her association helped devise the en-
ergy savings plan that Westfield schools
put in place recently. “We have been
saving hundreds of thousands of dollars,”
she said. “That’s one of the biggest ones
from a complete association standpoint.”

When she met with the superintendent
and discussed the layoffs, she said, “I was
very clear that it just can’t be teachers —
it has to be district-wide.” She said the
superintendent agreed.

When asked if other options were put
on the table to save jobs, such as salary
cuts, she responded, “They [superinten-
dent] did not discuss salary cuts.”

The WEA contract expires June 30,
2010. Westfield has one of the highest
teaching starting salary rates in the state,
currently at $55,149 for a teacher holding
a bachelor’s degree and $57,949 for a
master’s degree. Next year that shifts to
$57,289 and $60,059, respectively.

Ms. Schumacher said, “We have one of
the lowest increases per year. We have
come in under 4 percent each year. We are
not jumping astronomically in contract
negotiations. We come in below state
average.”

The school budget proposed also elimi-
nated custodial, paraprofessional, secre-
tarial and computer technician staff and
realigned the information technology di-
rector and supervisor and special services
coordinator positions, which are not part
of the WEA.

Voters will be asked to cast their bal-
lots on the budget on Tuesday, April 21,
as well as elect board of education mem-
bers. Polls are open in Westfield from 7
a.m. to 9 p.m.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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TOP ACHIEVERS…Senator Robert Menendez (D-NJ), center, poses with
Westfield Y Black Achievers at the 11th Annual Black Achievers Fundraising and
Recognition Banquet at L’Affaire in Mountainside on Friday, March 20. The
banquet raises scholarship sund. The Connell Co. presented a $10,000 check.

 

, function, and 

health are our responsibility. 
 

 

That is our mission. Our philosophy is comprehensive care that takes into account the entire 

mouth, jaw, face, and neck. This understanding of the interrelatedness of the whole oral system 

results in more predictability in dental work, comfort for the patient, and superior esthetics 

when dental treatment is indicated. 

 

We provide patient-focused service where they are an active participant in their treatment 

decisions, offer flexible scheduling that cater to their convenience, and our passion for 

continuing education so we may bring them the best that dentistry has to offer. We truly enjoy 

seeing the changes we make in their lives. 

 

Our patients expect exceptional attention when they come in and we work hard to make each 

visit a stress-free experience. We believe that a calm and positive environment has a soothing 

effect on our patients. Our friendly, sincere and caring staff goes the extra mile to take care of 

their specific needs. Our relationship with our patients is based on honesty, integrity and trust. 

We want to treat you as we would like to be treated. That goes for everything we do, from 

greeting you warmly by your name to presenting clear treatment choices. 

 

 

Our practice is nestled in a quiet and picturesque residential area of Westfield, 

conveniently located off of North Avenue near Lord & Taylor. A Colonial building 

with a warm, inviting reception area welcomes you to a relaxing atmosphere 

where you may enjoy a complimentary refreshment before or after your visit.  

 
 

Call us today for more information about our  

unique practice or visit our website. 

 
 

229 CHARLES STREET  WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 

PH: 908.389.0222  FAX: 908.389.0223 

info@doctormerriman.com 
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The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries

Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death

Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

www.franksmithlaw.com
908-233-5800

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ
No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

Roselle Golf Club, Your New Home for 2009
Union County Golfers. Has the closing of Oak Ridge left you feeling “sub par?”

Roselle G.C. is OPEN for our 92nd year!
Membership opportunities starting at only $1,800.

No greens fees, no mandatory carts, and no 5 hour rounds!

Just a friendly, private golf club experience.

www.rosellegolfclub.com

The Board of Roselle Golf Club and its members look forward to hearing from golfers
interested in joining our club.

We can be contacted at: (908) 245-7175

Joe Zanko, Membership Chairman (908) 403-0964

Email: RGC.golf@verizon.net

Roselle Golf Club is located at 417 Raritan Rd, Roselle, NJ 07203

For more information, see our website www.rosellegolfclub.com

417 Raritan Rd, Roselle, NJ 07203 - (908)  245-7175

Union County Golfers:

Has the closing of Oak Ridge left you feeling
“sub par?”

Roselle G.C. is OPEN for our 92nd year!

Membership opportunities start at only $1,800.
No greens fees, no mandatory carts, and no 5
hour rounds!

Just a friendly, private golf club experience.

Roselle Golf Club, Your New Home for 2009

IF YOU ARE DIVORCED
AND

1. You have lost your job and are having a problem paying alimony and child support. 
OR

2. You have not been receiving your alimony and child support on time. 
OR

3. You have not had your child support reviewed in the last two years.
THEN

You should contact THE FAMILY LAW DEPARTMENT OF 
DUGHI & HEWIT, P.C.

For a FREE CONFERENCE to find out your legal rights.
Four attorneys at varying hourly rates.

CALL
(908) 272-0200

340 North Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

We’ll mail 7,000 copies of your article for 2¢ apiece

www.goleader.com/express
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Freeholders to Oppose Cuts
In Psychiatric Funding
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders is expected to for-
mally go on record tonight in support
of a resolution by the New Jersey
Association of Counties (NJAC) op-
posing proposed cuts in state funding
to counties for the maintenance of
patients in psychiatric facilities.
Union County maintains 20 beds at
its Cornerstone program at Runnells
Specialized Hospital in Berkeley
Heights.

Director of Finance Larry Caroselli
said the cuts, estimated at $6 million
statewide, would not impact calendar
year 2009 county budgets, but would
impact next year’s spending plans.
He said information is currently not
available on what funding cuts Union
County could face.

According to a resolution from
NJAC obtained by The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, the state has  “his-
torically” paid 90 percent of the costs
for maintaining patients in psychiat-
ric facilities, while the counties have
paid 10 percent. Last year the state
reduced that payment to 87.5 per-
cent, hiking counties’ payments to
12.5 percent. The Fiscal Year 2009-
2010 state budget has the state re-
ducing its share to 85 percent with
counties paying 15 percent of the
costs.

“The imposition of this additional
cost burden upon county governments
will result in several million dollars
of lost revenue, which will ultimately
be borne by the local property tax-
payer,” according to the NJAC reso-
lution.

NJAC said it “strongly opposes the
provision contained in the proposed
Fiscal Year 2009-10 state budget to
reduce funding to New Jersey’s
county governments for the mainte-
nance of patients in state and county
psychiatric facilities an additional 2.5
percent.”

The county received $7,791,753 in
state funding for psychiatric patients
last year and anticipates $7,239,885
this year, according to a copy of the
2009 Union County budget.

The freeholders are also set to go
on record in opposing the elimination
of $1.4 million in state funding set
forth by the New Jersey Department
of Children and Families Commis-
sioner Kimberly Ricketts. The money
supports the County Human Services
Advisory Council (CHSAC).

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders are expected to vote
tonight on state legislation that would

eliminate the requirement for coun-
ties to continue to mail sample elec-
tion ballots to voters for ballots that
could not be delivered by the U.S.
Postal Service.

Dennis Kobitz, administrator for
the Union County Board of Elec-
tions, told the freeholders that the
legislation, if it were to become law,
would save Union County $15,000
per county-wide election for the Gen-
eral, Primary and school board elec-
tions.

He said that, under current law, the
county is required to continue mail-
ing sample ballots to voters for four
consecutive years unless information
has been received that the voter is no
longer at the address.

Under questioning from Freeholder
Deborah Scanlon, Mr. Kobitz ex-
plained that when a resident receives
a ballot for someone who no longer
resides at the address, they should
mail the ballot back to the Board of
Elections. When that occurs, he said,
the county updates its records.

The legislation, A-4314, sponsored
by Assemblyman Joseph Cryan (LD-
20, Union), was passed 79-0 on March
16 by the Assembly. The bill would
eliminate the requirement to mail
ballots to voters who have not re-
sponded to notices attempting to con-
firm their current residence.

“We’ve asked all 21 counties to have
resolutions put on (their freeholder
board agendas),” Mr. Kobitz said.

The legislation was referred to the
Senate State Government Commit-
tee, which is chaired by Senator Nick
Scutari, (LD-22, Linden), a former
Union County freeholder.

Mr. Kobitz requested approval of
four contracts totaling $158,000 for
transporting voting machines from
polling locations county-wide for
2009 elections, as well as for the
printing of poll and voting authority
books and other printing needed for
this year’s elections.

Wildlife Sunday, April 19,
At Trailside Center

MOUNTAINSIDE – The 19th an-
nual Wildlife Sunday family event
will be Sunday, April 19, from noon
to 5 p.m. at Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center in Mountainside.

Author Marty Essen will present a
digital slide show, “Around the World
in 90 Minutes,” featuring facts, stories,
and the best of thousands of photos he
took while traveling the world for his
book, “Cool Creatures, Hot Planet:
Exploring the Seven Continents.” Show
times are 12:30 and 3:15 p.m. Vinnie
Reo of Wolf Visions will dispel the
myths and legends of the “Big, Bad
Wolf” with his presentation, “The
Way of the Wolf,” at 2:15 p.m.

Sonya Kaloyanides of South Moun-
tain Wildlife Rehabilitation Center will
explain the training required to become
a wildlife rehabilitator and the work
they do in helping injured and orphaned
wildlife at 1:15 and 3:30 p.m.

Budding herpetologists can learn
about snakes and turtles native to
New Jersey from a Trailside Park
naturalist between 1 and 4 p.m.  Also
featured will be a guided nature walk,
a bird-watching walk, children’s
crafts, face painting and casting con-
tests with the Newark Bait and Fly
Casting Club.

Admission to Wildlife Sunday is
$3 per person; children ages 6 and
younger are admitted free.

Candidate Release Mullen for SP Council

Theresa Mullen to Run For
Scotch Plains Council

SCOTCH PLAINS — Theresa
Mullen, Democrat candidate for town-
ship council, said, “I would welcome
the opportunity to serve on the Scotch
Plains Township Council. I believe a
member of the Township Council has
an obligation to the people of Scotch
Plains to make every possible effort
to keep taxes and expenditures to a
minimum, especially during this eco-
nomic downturn.

“During this campaign I will speak
about how I see the job of member of

the Township Council and how I in-
tend to do that job. In a way I see this
election as a job interview and it will
be the voters of Scotch Plains who
will decide who is hired.”

Ms. Mullen is actively involved in
sports. She plays in two softball
leagues, coaches her children in bas-
ketball, is a coach/player for the Union
County Bar Association Softball team
and co-chairs its golf outing. She has
also registered to participate in her
first triathlon in September.

Ms. Mullen has served as a member
of the Scotch Plains Memorial Day
Committee for the past three years and
looks forward to assuming a more
active role in Scotch Plains Township.

Ms. Mullen has been a trial lawyer
in New Jersey for 15 years and has
served on the District XII Ethics Com-
mittee. She is Vice-President of the
Union County Bar Association and is
presently the Co-Chair of the Union
County Bar Association Civil Prac-
tice Committee. Ms. Mullen was
named by the New Jersey Law Jour-
nal as one of the leaders in the State of
New Jersey among women and mi-
nority lawyers in 2003. She was also
the first woman president of the Arthur
T. Vanderbilt Inn of Court.

Ms. Mullen and her husband, Scott
Phillips, will be married nine years in
May and have three children, Brian, 7,
Sydney, 5, and Kaitlyn, 3. Her hus-
band is the captain of the Kenilworth
Police Department and has served on
the force for over 30 years.

Economic Summit
Slated for April 17

WESTFIELD – The Westtfield
Area Chamber of Commerce will hold
an Economic Summit on Friday, April
17, from 10 a.m. to noon. The local
community is invited to this New
Jersey Economic Summit at James
Ward Mansion 169 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

Opening speaker will be James
Hughes, fean of Edward S. Bloustein
School of Planning and Public Policy
at Rutgers University. Sen. Tom Kean,
Jr. and  Assm. Jon Bramnick (both LD-
21, Westfield) and Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th, Union) will be panelists.
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky will
lead the discussion. The panel will
weigh in on what the current eco-
nomic situation means to the state and
local business economy.

Visit westfieldareachamber.com. or
call (908) 233-3021 to register.

Summit Common Council
Unveils $45 Mil. Budget
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT – The Summit Common
Council introduced its 2009 budget
and had the first reading of an ordi-
nance allowing for redevelopment along
Broad Street at Tuesday’s meeting.

The council is made up of three
representatives from each of the two
wards elected for three years each, and
one at large member, elected for two
years. The mayor is elected for a four-
year term, and appoints the members of
the school board.

The $45-million 2009 municipal
budget represents an approximately $4-
million increase over last year. Finance
Chairman Second Ward Councilman J.
Andrew Lark said homeowners would
see a 3-percent increase in the munici-
pal portion of their property taxes.

Councilman Lark stated that the city
would not defer its contribution to the
state pension system as it, “feels like a
gimmick.” The state is allowing towns
to defer its pension contribution for
2009 to help ease budget constraints.
The money would have to be paid back
over 10 years at an interest rate of 8.5
percent. He said that this year is the last
year Summit will pay off previous de-
ferments that were made.

Councilman Thomas Getzendanner
was critical of the city authorization of
temporary appropriations of over $2
for operating expenses and voted against
it. He said that he felt the city should
have more advanced planning for bud-
get needs. Second Ward Councilman
Michael Vernotico said that the council
works on the budget all the time.

Ronald Angelo, the city’s chief fi-
nancial officer, stated that if the tempo-
rary appropriations were not made they
would have to “shut down town hall”
because it includes money for salaries.
He also said that the temporary operat-

ing budget allows the city to make
pension payments, which incur a pen-
alty if paid late.

The council also introduced the
downtown Summit Special Improve-
ment District’s budget totaling
$220,176, the same as last year. Public
hearings for both budgets will be held
on Tuesday, May 5.

The council also introduced an ordi-
nance creating Gateway II along Broad
Street, encompassing 5.1 acres includ-
ing where Salerno Duane is currently
located. Buildings and Grounds Com-
mittee Chairman and Second Ward
Councilman Dave Bomgaars said that
there is no developer behind the ordi-
nance and that the process was com-
pleted with the city planner, the prop-
erty owner and the board.

He said that the city wants to rede-
velop the area to offer an, “appealing
entrance” to downtown and “a more
friendly transit neighborhood.” The
current plan calls for a total of 128
residential units, with self-contained
underground parking. Twenty-six of
those units would be affordable hous-
ing to meet the city’s Council on Af-
fordable Housing (COAH) obligation.
Under the current COAH guidelines,
towns must provide one affordable unit
for every four that are constructed.

Councilman Getzendanner sug-
gested to decrease the size of the units
to discourage families with children
from moving in and thus increase the
number of affordable housing units.

Council members and a member of
the public questioned whether the lan-
guage used in the ordinance met with
the planning board’s approval. After
much discussion it was decided that the
ordinance would be returned to the
planning board for a consistency hear-
ing. A public hearing on the ordinance
will take place on Tuesday, May 5.
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Learn How To Plant A
Family Tree at Williams

WESTFIELD – Families looking to
celebrate Arbor Day can attend a tree-
planting workshop at Williams Nurs-
ery in Westfield, hosted by the Rutgers
Cooperative Extension 4-H Program.

The workshop is scheduled for
Saturday, April 18, from 10 to 11 a.m.
The cost per family is $35, which
includes a six-foot pink flowering
crabapple tree in a container (retail
value $50), along with tips on plant-
ing and caring for a tree so it grows
healthfully. Pre-registration is re-
quired by April 10, by contacting 4-H
Agent James Nichnadowicz at (908)
654-9854, ext. 2236, or
jnichnadowicz@ucnj.org.

EPA Admin. to Speak
At Kean Graduation
UNION – United States Environ-

mental Protection Agency (EPA)
Administrator Lisa Jackson will de-
liver the keynote address at Kean
University’s undergraduate com-
mencement ceremonies on Thursday,
May 14, at 9:30 a.m. at the PNC Bank
Arts Center in Holmdel.

More than 2,300 undergraduate stu-
dents will receive degrees. As head of
the EPA, Ms. Jackson oversees a staff
of approximately 18,000. She is the
first African-American to serve as
EPA administrator.

Ms. Jackson, who now resides in
Washington, D.C., and East Windsor,
is former chief of staff to New Jersey
Governor Jon Corzine and also served
as commissioner of the state’s De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP).

Prior to joining the DEP, Ms. Jack-
son worked for 16 years for the fed-
eral government.

ALL STORES
OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of  Westfield, N.J., (908) 232-8700 ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT

BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Sunday, April 5 thru Tuesday, April 14, 2009. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Artwork does not necessarily 
represent items on sale. It is for display purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits

Ruffino
Chianti Riserva

2199

Smoking
Loon

Rutherford
Hill

EXCL. PINOT NOIRALL TYPES

Renwood
Sierra
Zinfandel 999

Beringer
Napa
Pinot Noir1799

899

Red
Rock
MERLOT

ALL
VARIETALS MERLOT

1099

Santa Marvista
Reserva
•CABERNET   •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY 799

Don Simon
SANGRIA 699

Inglenook
•CASK •CLASSIC
•PROPRIETOR SERIES 799

Barefoot Cellars
ALL TYPES 999

ALL TYPES 499

CASE OF 12
SAME TYPE 4999

Gekkeikan
SAKE 999

Arbor Mist
ALL TYPES 699

Minini
•PINOT GRIGIO
•MONTEPULCIANO 1099

1599
750
ML

Santa
Margherita
Pinot Grigio 1999

750
ML

B.V. Rutherford
Cabernet

2499

750
ML

Cavit
Pinot Grigio
And All
Other Types1299

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

®

Debit
Card

Toasted
Head

•CABERNET  •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY

1099

ErbenErbenErben
•Auslese  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1599

•Spatlese . . . . . . . . . . . .1099

•Kabinett •Pinot Noir
•Riesling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .999

ALL
750 MLS.

Mondavi
Napa

Mondavi
Napa

Mondavi
Napa

•Cabernet  . . . . . . .1999

•Pinot Noir  . . . . . .1799

•Merlot . . . . . . . . . .1599

•Chardonnay  . . . .1499

•Fume Blanc . . . . .1399

Di LupoDi LupoDi Lupo

Bay BridgeBay BridgeBay Bridge

•ALTO ADIGE
PINOT GRIGIO ............1299

•CHIANTI D.O.C.G. .........799

ALL 750 ML

Trapiche

799

Viña San
Esteban

699

Sutter
Home

White Zinfandel

399
750
ML

750
ML

•CABERNET   •MERLOT  •SHIRAZ
•CHARD •RIESLING
•PINOT GRIGIO
•PINOT NOIR •ZIN   
•SAUV. BLANC 1199

1.5 L 999
1.5 L

•WHITE ZINFANDELWoodbridge
by Robert Mondavi

750
ML

1.5 L 1.5 L

Beringer
WHITE ZINFANDEL 999

1.5 L

Little Penguin
ALL TYPES 1099

1.5 L

Opici
HOMEMADE
BARBERONE 1399

4 L

BeerBeer
We Carry the Largest Selection
of Imported & Domestic Beer:
MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE
IN NEW JERSEY!

Is At Our

EverydayEveryday
LOW DISCOUNTED
PRICES!

California

Markham
Cabernet

Sauvignon
2005

1999

Smooth and integrated,
this gentle claret has
plenty of clean, fresh
fruit. Its blueberry and
currant flavors meld
with chocolatey
tannins, not particularly
long in flavor, but
satisfying, especially
with most anything on
a steakhouse menu.

750
ML 1099

750
ML1399

750
ML 2999

750
ML1499

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

1.5 L

1.5 L

1.5 L

1.5 L

3 L

1.5 L

999
750
ML

Napa Valley

Robert
Mondavi
Chardonnay

2006
Enticing aromas and
richly textured
flavors of apple,
citrus, mineral and
spice. Rich fruit
intensity on palate.
Creamy vanilla
nuances linger on
the finish.

Kim
Crawford
Sauvignon
Blanc 2008
Concentrated and very
intense, weaving
together a harmonious
medley of crushed
stone, grapefruit and
nut flavors. Savory
herbs, grass and lime
notes highlight  the
bright, vibrant finish.
Drink now.

California

Mark West
Pinot Noir

2007
Intense color. Enticing
aromas of red raspberry
pie and cola berry inter-
twined with barrel
notes of candied vanilla
and a hint of smoke.
Oak aging rounds out
the palate and gives the
wine its rich texture.
Smooth and supple
from the beginning, yet
with enough fruit to
give it a solid backbone.

Italy

Ruffino
Riserva Ducale

Gold 2004
A very classic Chianti
Classico bouquet with
notes of violets, cherries,
plums and inviting spicy
sensations. It is elegant
and lush, inviting yet
subtle. Well-integrated
in the structure and
tannins are impressive,
yet round and soft.
The aftertaste is very
long and reminiscent of
violets, nutmeg, plums
and sweet tobacco.

Germany

Erben
Riesling

Its delicious crispness,
full of floral apple and
tart lime flavors, has
been achieved using
the most modern wine
making expertise and
New World techniques.
Serve chilled to
accompany chicken,
fish, cheese or enjoy
on its own.

Yellow
Tail

ALL TYPES
(EXCEPT RESERVES)

699
750
ML

FranziaFranziaFranzia
ALL 5L BOXES

•OLD WORLD
CLASSICS

•FIRST CRUSH

1299

VINTNER
SELECT 1399

HOUSE WINE
FAVORITES 1099

MarkhamMarkhamMarkham

Sauvignon
Blanc 1099

Chardonnay 1399

Merlot 1599
ALL 750 MLS.

ALL 750 MLS.

Ducale
Tan Label

750
ML

750
ML

BARTENURA
MOSCATO 1199

SPARKLING WINES
& CHAMPAGNES

ALL 750 ML

Domaine Chandon
•BRUT 
•BLANC DE NOIR 1499

Villa Malena
PROSECCO 1099

Veuve Clicquot
BRUT 

YELLOW LABEL CHAMPAGNE

3999

Korbel
BRUT, X-DRY, BRUT ROSE 1099

Nando
ASTI 799

Moet & Chandon
IMPERIAL NV 3399

FOUNDERS
RESERVE

•FINE RUBY
•FINE TAWNY

1499 1199

Erben
EISWEIN 2999

Havey’s
Bristol Cream
SHERRY 1199

SandemanSandemanSandeman
DESSERT WINES

•Pouilly Fuisse  . . . . . . . .1899

•Macon Villages  . . . . . .1099

•Beaujolais Villages  . . . . .999

Clos du BoisClos du BoisClos du Bois
•PINOT NOIR  . . . . . . .1599

•CABERNET•MERLOT
•ZINFANDEL  . . . . . . . . .1399

•SAUV. BLANC •CHARD
•PINOT GRIGIO  . . . . .1199

SONOMA ALL 750 MLS

Oak CreekOak CreekOak Creek

Louis Jadot

Ports ALL 750 MLS.

KOSHER WINES

750
ML750

ML

MANISCHEWITZ
CONCORD GRAPE 399

750
ML

ALL
TYPES 399

CASE OF 12
SAME TYPE 3999

ALL 750 MLS

750
ML

375
ML

Dewar’s
White Label

3099
1.75 L

Ketel
One

REGULAR OR CITROEN

3799
1.75 L

Jack
Daniel’s

3899
1.75 L

Tanqueray
Gin

3499
1.75 L

Kahlua
COFFEE

LIQUEUR

1799
750 ML

1.75 LBowman’s 1199
1.75 LWolfschmidt1499
1.75 LIceberg 1999
1.75 LExact 2499

GINCANADIAN

COGNAC & BRANDY

VODKA

Bowman’s 1199
1.75 L

Los Trejos
100% BLUE AGAVE

Gilbey’s 1499
1.75 L

IRISH CORDIALS

Cointreau 3499

BLENDED

E&J 
BRANDY 1899

Grand
Marnier 3099

Red Bull
REGULAR OR SUGAR FREE

4 PK., 8.3-OZ. CANS

1.75 L

Fransac Extra 
25 YR. OLD COGNAC 3999

Canadian 
L.T.D 1299

1.75 L

Crown
Royal 2299

750
ML

VS

1999
VSOP

2499
XO

4999

COGNACS
750 MLSDe LarocheDe Laroche

RUM

TEQUILA

Capt.
Morgan
SPICED RUM 2499

Tijuana
Gold 1999

1.75 L

José Diego
GOLD OR SILVER 2499

1.75 L

•Pama Pomegranate
•Patron XO Café
•Starbuck’s

COFFEE OR CREAM LIQUEUR 

•Stock Limonce
LIMONCELLO (1L)

•Baileys
Irish Cream

•Di Saronno
•Romana

Sambuca
REG. OR BLACK

2099

750
ML

1.75 L

Cross Keys
3 YR. OLD AGED 1999

750
ML

Ron
Pontalba
LIGHT OR DARK 1499

1.75 L

1 L

750
ML

Your
Choice!

Glenlivet
•NADURRA 5199

•FRENCH OAK
15 YR. OLD. 4299

•SINGLE MALT
12 YR. OLD. 3499

Glenlivet
ALL 750 ML

Bacardi
LIGHT, GOLD OR SELECT

2099
1.75 L

Seagram’s
7 Crown

1799
1.75 L

Jameson
Irish Whiskey

4099
1.75 L

Belvedere
Vodka

2899
750
ML

SILVER

2999
AÑEJO

3499

(750 ML)

(750 ML)

(750 ML)

Your
Choice! 1999

PINOT
NOIR

999
750
ML

699

750
ML

W.S.
91

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Louis JadotLouis Jadot

Including Yarden,
Baron Herzog,
Keden, Weinstock
& Manischewitz
Excludes advertised
sale items and
in-store specials.

20% OFF20% OFF
ANY BTL., SIZE OR TYPE OF

Our Passover

Kosher Wine
Selections

Our Passover

Kosher Wine
Selections

2007

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars
the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

VISIT OUR 
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are 
on Sale!

Prices effective through 
Tues., April 14, 2009

Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

Debit
Cards

Wines & Spirits Store Open 
Sunday

The Marketplace...

Gift Baskets for any Occasion

Proscuitto
de Parma

1299

Brought in directly from the rolling
hills of Parma, Italy this delicious
ham pairs wonderfully with fresh

fruit, walnuts and of course cheese.

REG.
15.99 lb.

Pecorino
di Pienza

1999
REG.

26.99 lb.lb.lb.

Asiago
D’ Allevo

1299
REG.

16.99 lb.

Godiva Chocolate
Dipped Pretzels

1499
REG.

19.99 lb.

PERFECT FOR THE HOLIDAYS...

Super Coupon
All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon To Receive Discount

With this coupon. Good at Westfield ShopRite Wines & Spirits only. 
Effective Wed., April 8 thru Tues., April 14, 2009.

Hailing from a little town in Italy where
they celebrate their Pecorinos with an

annual festival, this sheep’s milk cheese
is aged in walnut leaves for a nutty finish.
Perfect as an antipasto accompaniment.

Aged for five months, this version of Asiago
has become fuller in flavor and leaves notes

of hazelnut and fruit. Excellent as a table
cheese with a Barolo or incorporated into

your favorite recipe.

We would like to welcome Godiva to
our growing gourmet department.

Whether Milk or Dark, White or Filled
we have a bar or box for everyone on

your holiday list.

lb.

Wild Horse
Pinot 
Noir 1999
750 ML-PERFECT FOR EASTER!

Super Coupon
All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon To Receive Discount

Bartenura
Moscato 1099
750 ML-KOSHER FOR PASSOVER

With this coupon. Good at Westfield ShopRite Wines & Spirits only. 
Effective Wed., April 8 thru Tues., April 14, 2009.

SAVE
2.00

SAVE
1.00

lb.

Spring has Sprung in the Marketplace at ShopRite Wines 
& Spirits with gourmet goodies to adorn any holiday table.

ONE
FULL

POUND!

County Holding Talk
On Foreclosure

ELIZABETH — The County of
Union is inviting the public to attend a
free forum to discuss foreclosure and
other community issues on Wednes-
day, April 15, from noon to 2 p.m. The
event is part of a nationwide celebra-
tion of the federal Community Devel-
opment Block Grant program.

The event includes a presentation
of recent community development
successes, funded through Union
County, by the Block Grant program.

There is no charge but pre-registra-
tion is required by calling the Union
County Department of Parks and Com-
munity Renewal, Bureau of Housing
at (908) 527-4229 by April 8. The
event will be held at the John T.
Gregorio Towers, 1425 Dill Avenue
in Linden. It includes exhibits and
foreclosure information provided by
Brand New Day, Faith Bricks and
Mortar, Urban League of Union
County and other non-profit organi-
zations in Union County that receive
Block Grant funding.

The featured speaker is Diane
Johnson, Newark Field Office direc-
tor of the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development.

The Community Development
Block Grant program provides federal
grants to local governments for neigh-
borhood improvements. Union County
administers the program for 19 of its
21 municipalities. Elizabeth and Union
administer their own programs.

Lance Amendment
 Could Benefit 170,000
WASHINGTON – Rep. Leonard

Lance (R-7th, Union) said he will
ask a key congressional committee
to allow a vote on the floor of the
House of Representatives to protect
the mortgage interest tax deduction
for more than 170,000 New Jersey
tax filers.

This week, the House of Represen-
tatives is slated to debate and vote on
President Barack Obama’s Fiscal Year
2010 budget. Among its many provi-
sions, the President’s budget proposes
to reduce the mortgage deduction
from 35 percent to 28 percent on
those households making more than
$250,000.

The Lance amendment seeks to
protect the current mortgage deduc-
tion. Mr. Lance said the President’s
budget, as currently written, unfairly
targets “tens of thousands of Seventh
Congressional District homeowners
who already face one of the highest
costs of living in the nation – espe-
cially through skyrocketing income
and property taxes.”

“My constituents are not ‘super rich.’
They are hard-working, middle-class
families facing some of the highest
taxes in the country,” Mr. Lance said.
“The mortgage tax deduction allows
New Jersey’s homeowners to keep
more of what they earn. It makes abso-
lutely no sense to propose raising taxes
on homeowners and homebuyers at a
time of economic crisis.”

According to the National Asso-
ciation of Realtors, more than 173,000
New Jersey tax filers earn enough to
be adversely affected by the proposed
cut — the fifth highest total in the
nation.

The New Jersey Association of Re-
altors (NJAR) President Diane Dilzell
supported Rep. Lance’s efforts.

“In a costly state like New Jersey,
limiting the amount of mortgage in-
terest a family can deduct from their
taxes will have a significant negative
impact on housing recovery efforts
and limit many people’s ability to
enter the housing market,” Mr. Dilzell
said.

Mr. Lance said he will offer his
measure today before the House Rules
Committee. The Rules Committee is
responsible for governing the rules of
debate on the floor of Congress.
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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tincal – Crude borax
2. Rostrulum – A small beak, as of an

insect
3. Tocher – The dowry of a bride
4. Biga – In ancient Rome, a chariot

drawn by two horses

ATAZIR
1. A warm wind of the Sahara
2. A type of Syrian scarf
3. A Filipino Moslem who takes an

oath before a priest that he will die killing
Christians

4. The influence of a star upon another,
or upon man

PERDITION
1. Shame; humiliation
2. Complete and irreparable loss; ruin
3. The waiting place of the dead before

being delivered to heaven or hell
4. Unfaithfulness; perfidious

JENNET
1. A spinning machine with a number

of spindles
2. A window shade of horizontal slats

that slope and overlap
3. A female donkey or small Spanish

horse
4. A short, stout crowbar used for open-

ing doors
PTEROPE

1. Related to or characteristic of a fern
2. A fruit bat
3. In anatomy, the junction of frontal,

the temporal and the great wing of the
spheniod bones

4. In Grecian architecture, a row of
columns, as in a peristyle; a portico

Community Commentary

by Garland C. "Bud" Boothe, Jr.
Former Westfield Mayor, 1992-1996

Last time, I criticized as hard, effec-
tively and clearly as I could the concept of
giving municipalities, school boards and
counties the option to defer half of what
they would otherwise have to pay over to
the state pension fund for the current and
two future years until in the future. On
fairness and good accounting and com-
mon sense, this proposal fails.

Nevertheless, I cannot ignore the effect
of continuing heavy property taxes now,
caused in part by the burden of currently
required pension payments into the fund,
let alone making up for payments that
should have been but for political reasons
were not made in the past decade.

First, what are we talking about? We
Westfield taxpayers paid $22 million of
the town’s 2008 budget, about 58 percent,
and we got billed for pensions almost
$2.2 million, or 10 percent of what we
pay. Deferring half of this would “save”
us – and stick our kids – a million.

For the schools, we pay 92 percent or
$75 million of operating costs this year;
the pensions for all but teachers and ad-
ministrators comes to $611,600, or a third
of the town’s situation (the state, thank
you, pays all teacher pension costs). Pen-
sion costs for the town and the BOE
together amount to about 3 per cent of the
total town/board property tax bill.

The “typical” Westfield house is
$500,000 and paid $12,000 in taxes, in-
cluding $360 for pensions. Deferral of
half, 1.5 percent, is $180 a year. And all of
this assumes, probably wrongly, no ad-
verse effect on state aid, caps and other
Trenton-created bobby-traps in their con-
trols over municipalities and boards. Guys,
is it worth it?

But increasing property taxes are a
problem for many, not only the seniors.
Former Assembly Leader (and later Con-
gressman) Bob Franks and I discussed
this two decades ago, to find some way to
make life easier under the burden of then-
considered unbearable property taxes. The
idea never went anywhere, but it is what
I am suggesting here to give some relief to
those needing property tax help – Now.

Taxpayers meeting certain criteria
would have the right to defer – not avoid
forever – a portion of their property tax
bill for the current and future year. Their
option. Consequences:

The town is the only entity authorized
to tax real estate and thus is the tax collec-
tor also for the board, county, Special
Improvement District and other entities.
If the property owner cannot pay, never-
theless the municipality needs the bucks.

A request for deferral has to be pro-
cessed at any time, not at a once a year
deadline, to accommodate those who lost
their job, portfolio, spouse, health, etc.
yesterday. Other criteria might include
having a New Jersey or federal taxable
income of not more than a certain amount.

The amount deferred – perhaps a per-
centage with a cap — out of a total tax bill
for the year – would be paid to the town by
the state. The amount would become a
lien against the real estate, as all unpaid
taxes are now. And property taxes, in-
cluding new ones, take priority over all
else, including mortgages to banks or
others, even those given prior in time to
the taxes deferred. And the banks have

Deferring Pension Contributions;
A Poor Idea, Part 2

nothing to say about it either. And this
would be made abundantly clear in the
paperwork that would be executed.

When the property changes hands – by
sale or by foreclosure of an unpaid mort-
gage or other unpaid taxes – all that has
been deferred must be repaid out of the
proceeds. If a bank or purchaser takes
over a property at sheriff’s sale, the sher-
iff cannot deliver a deed in foreclosure
until the deferred pension deferral
amounts, and any other unpaid municipal
taxes and assessments, are paid in full. If
this does not happen, the municipality
gets the property by tax foreclosure and
can dispose of it free and clear. (A lot of
Westfield property, today’s housing and
parks, went that way during the 1930s).

Where does the money come from for
cash flow back to the municipality for it
and the other public agencies? The state
should create a new special fund for this,
selling bonds from time to time, secured
solely by real property taxes repayable
under this program, and barricaded against
invasion for other state budget emergen-
cies. This fund pays the municipality what
it otherwise would have gotten from the
property owner; payments back to the
fund can be used to provide deferrals for
others, or to retire bonds, as appropriate.

This is a good time to reconsider a
patchwork of existing other tax-relief pro-
grams, none of which restore to the tax-
payers the taxes redistributed among oth-
ers: eligible seniors, veterans and wid-
ows, which we Westfielders pay our-
selves (around $1.25 million), and the
Property Tax Reimbursement (tax freeze)
Program, whereby moneys are refunded
direct from the state coffers ($10 million
this year, estimated $14 million next).

Why should the heirs of the beneficia-
ries of these programs, particularly al-
ready “wealthy” ones, get real estate free
and clear of years of taxpayer property tax
contributions to their antecedents? Those
should also become liens and those pro-
grams in present form abolished.

There are objections and problems,
starting with the notorious situation of
New Jersey having so many bonds out. I
do not like the idea of another bond issue
any more than most responsible leaders in
the state, including I believe the Gover-
nor. But these have a dedicated repay-
ment source. And the bonds are, as I
noted, backed by the most valuable asset
in this state – the terra firma under your
feet and house and mine.

If you have a better idea on how to keep
the pension payments current and not
deferred, which is imperative, and still
give a break to some unfortunate portion
of our population, now is the time to voice
it. To quote John Adams, “ Is anybody
there? Does anybody care? Does any-
body see the light?”

Former Mayor Bud Boothe has been
following New Jersey property issues, as
a law student, attorney and municipal
official, for over 50 years. He says the
problems existed back then, and they
have not gotten any better.

Editor’s Note: A better idea? – Cut
expenses, stop corruption and end un-
funded promises; whether town, county,
state or school board; deferral is just
tapping the taxpayer later.

Clancy Lists Reasons
For Joining BOE

The volunteerism and dedication of the
people who live and work in our commu-
nity has never ceased to amaze me. It
always seems that when one helping hand
reaches out, many more quickly follow.
As I have said before, I do feel so fortu-
nate to live in an environment made up of
caring individuals, who together define
the word community.

When I joined the board of education
three years ago, my reasons were many. I
felt that my 20 years of experience as both
a parent and a teacher would reflect so
many of the voices in our community. In
addition, I hoped to offer a perspective
that was deeply rooted in finding ways to
best meet the needs of all of our young
learners. I also feel it is important to be a
good listener because I believe everyone
has a right to his or her opinion and that
best solutions are always found when
weighing all the options.

When making decisions, I value re-
search, community input and having an
open mind. With parents who live in
town, children ages 10-26, and students
ages 3-5, I am well aware of the multiple
perspectives that exist right here in our
town. I constantly strive to consider the
impact of these perspectives as I make
decisions in my work as a board member.

Additionally, it is vitally important to
me as a parent, a teacher and as a board of
education member that we teach our chil-
dren to become life-long learners. I feel it
is critical to find ways of ensuring that not
only are our children learning, but that
they have the desire to learn as well. We
must continue to value all ideas, inspire
questioning and discovery, and create
environments that allow all of our chil-
dren to succeed.

It has taken me these past three years of
listening to administrators, teachers and
staff, fellow board members and other
community members to gain a full under-
standing and appreciation of the com-
plexity of the job as a board of education
member. As a team, the board and the
administrators strive to better the educa-
tion for all of our students. Our mission is
to provide a high standard of education
and to reach a diverse population of learn-
ers.

There is no end point, only a con-
tinuum to build a solid foundation of
education and to find ways to make it
stronger. I am dedicated to my work on
the Board of Education and to the chil-
dren we serve. It would be an honor to
continue to work together, as a commu-
nity, in our commitment to excellence in
education.

Jane Clancy
Westfield

Vote for Westfield;
Not State Mediocrity
I want to take this opportunity to thank

the Westfield Board of Education for
your very thoughtful budget preparation
this year. I know it has been a very diffi-
cult process and that some of the cuts you
had to make were with deep regret. You
have sought out additional cost reduc-
tions where possible and some of the
administrators and staff have even gone
so far as to give back a portion of their
compensation. It is much appreciated!

The State of New Jersey’s fiscal prob-
lems have left all school districts in quite
a difficult predicament. The state then
adds insult to injury for a town like
Westfield, who receives very little state
aid, by placing a cap on what Westfield
taxpayers can do to help maintain our
accomplished school system. Is Trenton’s
goal to have a statewide education system
of mediocrity?

With that said, it is very important that
we are all informed about the budget and
get out to vote on April 21. If the budget
does not pass, then it will be sent over to
the Westfield Town Council, where they
will further review it and determine if
additional cuts can be made. Unfortu-
nately, the BOE’s list of “Worst-Case
Scenario” reductions may end up becom-
ing a reality in that case. Elementary
school counselors may be eliminated;
intermediate school counselors may be
reduced and will have to be responsible
for even more students;additional teach-
ers may be cut, and intramurals and some
of the arts may be eliminated or reduced
significantly.

I urge you to learn more about the
budget cuts and how they will affect you
and your family so you can make an
informed decision in the voting booth on
April 21. For more information, please go
to the website: westfieldnjk12.org and
click on Budget Election Info.

Colleen Echausse
Westfield

Now is Not the Time For Westfield
To Pick on Local Businesses

Leader Archives
Are ‘Priceless’

I am the granddaughter of Paul and
Celia Meisel. The archives, which are
now searchable at The Westfield Leader,
are priceless to our family.

245 Walnut Street, 33 and 35 Elm
Street tell my whole family’s story in
print. Irma (Meisel) Horowitz and Marilyn
(Meisel) Klein are my aunts. Gloria
(Meisel) Zarrow is my mom. As my mom
ages, I find that finding this information
for her and my aunts a treasure trove of
their lives in print. My grandfather and
grandmother Paul and Celia Meisel had a
part in what Westfield is today. It’s the
little things that I have found a wonderful
collection of memories for them. Even
the ads in The Westfield Leader for my
grandfather’s store are priceless.

I would like to thank all who had a part
in putting this online. Without their ef-
forts and dedication to this project, our
family’s past would have been lost for-
ever. Again, with great appreciation.

Lisa (Zarrow) Tanguay
Warwick, R.I.

I would like to thank Westfield’s zon-
ing officer for taking the time and effort to
write me a letter last week informing me
that the three-foot by four-foot banner I
hang in front of my Zamba Chicken res-
taurant on South Avenue (in Westfield) is
in violation of the town’s Land Use Ordi-
nance. The letter was well-written, printed
on classic linen stationary and accompa-
nied by an 8.5-by-11-inch color photo
that clearly documents the violation. How-
ever, the letter has got me thinking: how
much better off would we be as a town if
that type of effort was directed at helping
the business community, rather than try-
ing to tear it down, one sign, banner and
promotional poster at a time?

We are in the middle of one of the worst
recessions in our country’s history, and
businesses all around us are failing. Now,
more than ever, we need the town to help
support Westfield’s existing merchants
and to foster a business environment that
allows empty storefronts to be filled
promptly. That’s not going to happen if
we pick on merchants every time they try

to do something that promotes their store,
especially merchants like me who pay
property taxes, pay outdoor dining permit
fees, donate to community organizations
and follow all other municipal rules and
regulations. Losing those types of busi-
nesses negatively affects everyone in the
community.

I know the zoning officer was just
doing her job, but I wish some of the zeal
the town has taken in combating my little
banner could be used, instead, to promote
the downtown for the greater good. You
may think a small banner in front of a
restaurant looks tacky, but a town full of
empty storefronts looks much worse.
Please, Westfield, let’s focus on what’s
really important.

John Gennaro
Clark

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky Will Seek a Second Term
It is an honor and a privilege to serve as

your mayor. As some of you may know,
this is the final year of my four-year term.
I’ve made the decision to run for a second
term, although this certainly wasn’t a
difficult one. I find my mayoral responsi-
bilities deeply rewarding and satisfying,
and want to continue to serve the town
that is such an important part of the lives
of my family and me. Westfield is a
beautiful town with great community
pride, volunteerism and spirit. I share
these values, and my desire to continue as
mayor during these difficult times is un-
wavering. I want to build on the successes
and progress we’ve made to date.

When I first took office, my primary
goals were to provide more transparency
to Westfield taxpayers and ensure that
municipal services worked more effec-
tively. Not only did we achieve these
goals, but we exceeded them as well. I
believe that during my term, we opened
the doors to communication, account-
ability and transparency to Westfield’s
governing body. I introduced the model
of a budget presentation directly to the
citizens at council meetings. We now (i)
present a detailed budget to the public
each year, (ii) post the presentation on the
town website and (iii) include a letter with
each tax bill that summarizes “Where
Does Your Tax Dollar Go?”

To further enhance communication,
I’ve made myself available during “Cof-
fee with the Mayor” sessions on Saturday
mornings. Each year, up to 150 residents
have taken advantage of these Saturday
office hours, and I’ve learned quite a bit
from our citizens. I enjoy these office
hours and want to thank you all for your
comments, compliments and recommen-
dations. To further aid in communication,
we improved Westfield’s town website
(westfieldnj.gov) to post the minutes and
agendas of town council and other town
boards and commissions. TV36 contin-

ues to produce and broadcast new and
interesting programs with an overall more
polished and professional look. This is a
very important time for Westfield, as we
continue to face difficult municipal and
budgetary decisions in challenging eco-
nomic times. Continuing a policy of open
communication and transparency in gov-
ernment is vital.

Concerning the budget, every year of
my term, the Finance Committee and I
have challenged each budgeted line item
with the goal of minimizing town prop-
erty taxes without sacrificing services.
Our efforts have been well worth it. Since
2006, departmental operating budgets
have increased by a total of only $60,000.
Over the past four years, 22 positions
have either been eliminated or adjusted to
part-time, equating to a reduction of al-
most 16 full-time positions, which, in
turn, results in $1 million in savings to the
taxpayer. My focus will continue to be on
spending our tax dollars as wisely and
efficiently as possible.

Working with the town council, de-
partment officials and many dedicated
employees, we have truly improved mu-
nicipal services. We have completed sev-
eral major infrastructure improvements,
including the merger, reconfiguration and
rebuilding of Parking Lots 1 and 8, creat-
ing a new and larger Lot 1. By moving
employee permit parking to lesser-used
areas, we were able to provide over 100
new short-term parking spaces for shop-
pers and diners right in the heart of the
downtown area. Parking improvements
were also made to Commuter Lot 3.

Additionally, traffic safety has been an
area of focus during my term. The Public
Safety, Transportation and Parking Com-
mittee, lead by Councilman [Mark]
Ciarrocca, identified traffic “hot spots”
around town and then prioritized eight areas
for attention and remedial action. Improve-
ments have been or are in the process of

being implemented at these locations. The
committee also worked with Union County
on improved pedestrian crosswalks and traf-
fic controls on North Avenue, East Broad
Street, Mountain Avenue and Central Av-
enue. To aid in traffic safety, elementary
schools now have a “Walking School Bus”
program. The goals of this program are to
reduce traffic congestion around schools,
reduce pollution, and to provide greater
safety and increased physical fitness to our
school-aged children.

Recreation improvements included in-
stallation of state-of-the-art synthetic turf
at Houlihan and Sid Fey athletic fields.
Not only does this provide an excellent
facility to Westfield’s youth, it allows
more practice and games while at the
same time it lessens wear and tear on
grass fields. Further, in 2008, we com-
pleted a major facility upgrade with a
wonderful new and expanded commu-
nity pool facility. Most importantly, the
cost of the pool will be paid for from
membership revenues, not from property
taxes. The police department recently
completed a major communications up-
grade to its facility, resulting in a modern
emergency services dispatch center. Other
infrastructure and facility improvements
include roof and interior renovations to
the Memorial Library, and the
Mindowaskin Park and Clark Park Gaze-
bos.

My decision to seek a second term is
largely due to my admiration of Westfield,
its residents and community pride, but
I’m really proud of all the work we’ve all
accomplished. I want to continue to be
your mayor by doing things that make
Westfield a great place to live and work,
and one of the most desirable towns in
New Jersey. For more information on my
campaign, please visit andy2009.com.

Andy Skibitsky
Westfield

Drivers, Pedestrians: Be Safe,
For Your Sake and For Others

The grave automobile accident Monday afternoon
in Westfield on North Avenue was tragic and serves
as a reminder to all of us just how dangerous that road
can be. The poor gentleman who was killed appar-
ently was a pedestrian still on the sidewalk, yet he
was fatally struck through no fault of his own. We
grieve for him, his family and friends.

North Avenue is a county road. It is in effect a
highway – that is the way many of the drivers of cars
perceive it. Yet, pedestrians in town may perceive it
as a local road. This leads to a treacherous state of
mind and potential tragedy — even in the best of
circumstances.

At dusk or with rainy conditions, risks elevate.
Rush hour can bring road rage or driver impatience.
Some drivers are just totally oblivious. There are
many good drivers on the road, but it only takes one
– or a distracting cell phone conversation.

Given all this, it is astounding how many times we
see pedestrians cross in the middle of North Avenue,
holding their arms up to stop drivers as these pedes-
trians illegally traverse. Some even do so with their
children or while pushing their children in carriages.
Similarly, many of us have had to jump out of a
crosswalk while crossing legally with the light to
avoid being hit by an aggressive, uncaring or inatten-
tive driver.

In our society, so hooked on cars and with a
mentality that seems to place some drivers on an-
other planet, saying, “Be careful” to pedestrians is an
understatement. But, this is the minimum thought
that should always be in our minds.

We cannot have policemen on every corner. We
cannot expect that our roads will be redesigned
anytime soon.

Perhaps the county can figure out some options for
this road and others that are similarly dangerous.
Perhaps automakers can add a feature in cars such as
to announce to a driver when entering a crowded,
town street.

We are all drivers, and we are all pedestrians. Let’s
be of the same mind all of the time – be safe, for your
sake and for others.

Apology to Mountainside
We have rightfully received criticism from some

of our subscribers in Mountainside. They complained
that our newspaper’s coverage of the Mountainside
School System budget pales in comparison to the
detail we provided for Westfield.

To correct this, we submitted an Open Public
Records request (OPRA) last week with the
Mountainside Public Schools seeking copies of their
public notice of the budget published by them for the
last five years. We also asked where the notices were
published.

Last Friday, they responded that our request was
unclear. We made it clear as can be then by providing
an example copy of the Westfield Budget Public
Notice. We called them on Monday and Tuesday
without success.

To our Mountainside subscribers, we will keep
you informed on this effort.

See more letters and candidate
releases on page 16

E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Windfall Settlement
Chambers Award

The Leader’s March 19 Settlement
Awards story did not address the fact that
the settlement could be equivalent to over
$1 million on a taxable basis. That’s be-
cause the settlement payment is “on ac-
count of personal injury”; and, if granted,
the application “for disability retirement”
and “life-time medical benefits” are prob-
ably all income tax exempt under the law.

The fact that the plaintiff has long life
expectancy under actuarial statistics, is
retiring at a relatively young age and
since government pension and medical
benefit plans are very attractive, the fu-
ture value of those benefits is much greater
than the initial $380,000 lump sum pay-
ment in 2009.

“The Town (of Westfield) agrees not to
contest Chambers’ application for dis-
ability retirement with life-time medical
benefits. The Town further agrees to
promptly cooperate ... in the preparation
of her application for disability retire-
ment ...“

The Town has also agreed “Chambers’
personnel file will be purged of all records
demonstrating or relating to disciplinary
infractions AT ANY TIME (emphasis
added) in her career.”

Why was a blanket removal of such
matters, if any, not relating to the Decem-
ber 14, 2006 lawsuit, included in the
settlement?

Thanks to The Leader for posting the
five-page settlement agreement on its
website. A parting observation, plaintiff’s
attorney clearly knows this specialized
area of perfectly legal exaction.

Tim Harrington
Madison



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, April 9, 2009 Page 5

THE LEADER IN SPAIN...Westfield transplant Darryl Newman, now of Illinois,
displays a copy of The Westfield Leader while attending the Las Fallas festival
recently in Valencia, Spain. Mr. Newman said the celebration is “non-stop from
8 a.m. until 4 a.m. with  parades, competitions, bullfights and fireworks.” To see
a recap of his trip, see page 18.

Where will you spend your tax return?

How about a safe investment into your health and well being?  Common reactions
to the current economic times include fatigue and sleeplessness.  Create a comfort

zone to relax into every night, so you’ll be ready to take on the day.  Invest inInvest in
yourselfyourself.  Make this the year you start every day recharged and well rested.

Experience ...

T
H

E MATTRESS FACTORY
35 South Ave. Fanwood, NJ

908-322-4178
319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ

973-428-0511
(closed Sun./Mon.)

www.mattressfac.com

Open Mon-Fri 10-6 * Thur 10-8 * Sat 10-5 * Sun 12-5

Coming Soon!

The NodThe Nod

Shoppe

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

This Is Westfield 200937th Annual Edition

Coming in May – Make your advertising reservations now – (908) 232-4407 – sales@goleader.com – Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

• Deer Guard Program ————        Deer eat and destroy your valuable landscaping and     
garden plants and bring unwanted ticks into your yard!  Horizon’s systematic      
approach can reduce damage caused by deer on your property all year round.   

    
• Termite Control ————     Termites destroy $5 billion in property each year in the US!  

Protect your investment by preventing termites before they chew their way into 
your home.    

Get a FREE GREEN Perimeter Treatment  
at the time of your FREE Inspection*  

Call 908-664-0303 Today! 
 

*offer valid on any inspection before 4-30-09 

Visit us online for more money-saving coupons &   
web-only specials at www.horizonpestcontrol.com 

 

 

Horizon Protects Your Home and 
Landscape from Pests...FOR LESS! 

$150 
OFF 
Deer Guard  

Program  
Offer expires 6/30/09.  Not valid with 

other coupons or special offers  
 

Call Today 908-664-0303 

$100 
OFF 
Any Termite  

Service  
Offer expires 6/30/09.  Not valid with 

other coupons or special offers. 
 

Call Today 908- 664-0303 

 

922 South Avenue West 
Westfield, NJ 07090  

908-664-0303 

Vote ‘Yes’ On Westfield School Budget,
Encourage Board to Focus on Costs

I recommend support of the Westfield
Board of Education’s budget; although, if
escalating costs are not addressed
innovatively and aggressively, it will con-
tinue an unfortunate trend of staff and
program reductions and taxpayer frustra-
tion over perceived deterioration of edu-
cation services.

Significantly higher healthcare and
Special Education costs are getting so
large that even with a tax increase averag-
ing $234, the district is being forced to
make severe cuts in school services and
staff to be in compliance with state-man-
dated expenditure growth guidelines. State
waivers intended to allow a district to
avoid expense cuts for exceptional cir-
cumstances were received this year for
healthcare and Special Education. How-
ever, when these ‘temporary’ waivers
reverse in the following year, it will have
harsh consequences to the following
year’s budget if related expenses recur,
continue to grow and new waivers are not
granted. I suspect healthcare and Special
Education cost growth will not be tempo-
rary.

Over the past five years, the school
district’s employee benefit costs have
grown from 22 percent to nearly 31 per-
cent of compensation, with a primary
component being healthcare. The annual
cost of this unfavorable trend is approach-
ing $4.5 million or 9 percent of compen-
sation. Next year’s healthcare costs are
increasing $1.5 million, or 13 percent.
District healthcare costs have risen more
rapidly over this five-year period than
most other Union County districts. Addi-
tionally, Special Education costs are in-
creasing rapidly for both new and exist-
ing students, with costs projected to in-
crease by nearly $1 million with only
modest increased funding from the state,
and flat funding from federal sources.

The rising costs of healthcare and Spe-
cial Education, are key factors in forcing

the board of education to make painful
cuts to the budget, including personnel
cuts ($1.4 million), stipend cuts
($143,000), non-personnel operating cuts
($164,000) and other budget adjustments.
It is worth noting that teacher reductions
are occurring despite enrollment increas-
ing by 1.1 percent (60 students). Certain
stipend reductions, in my view, were ex-
cessive, and in light of these amounts
being negligible in relation to the overall
budget, I am disappointed alternate cuts
could not be found elsewhere.

Disproportionately higher healthcare
costs relative to program costs are putting
a huge strain on Westfield’s ability to
maintain our town’s exceptional academic
standing. I encourage the board of educa-
tion to aggressively explore ways to con-
trol escalating costs of healthcare and
Special Education and to seek opportuni-
ties for cost sharing with the town. I urge
communication of these initiatives to the
public, and solicit involvement and feed-
back as work progresses. My understand-
ing of the district’s existing healthcare
plans allows me to believe cost reduc-
tions can be achieved without reducing
plan benefits and increasing employee
contribution levels.

In light of significant planned expense
cuts, I urge a “yes” vote on the budget to
preserve strong schools, which are an
integral part of our outstanding commu-
nity.

Richard Akerly
Westfield

Candidate Letter Whitehouse for SP-F BOE

SP-F School Board President
Discusses Budget Facts, Alternatives

In e-mails, phone calls and blog
postings, the good folks of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood have been sharing their ques-
tions about the proposed school budget.
And while I appreciate your interest in the
school budget, and as a taxpayer, in addi-
tion to being the president of the Board of
Education, I agree that it is important that
all voters know what they are voting on.
I also believe it is also important that the
facts going out to the voters should be
accurate. So I’d like to share with all of
you the frequent concerns I’m hearing
and the correct information in response.

Revenue Cap and Expenses – The Cap
can be raised either 4 percent or to the
prior year’s inflation rate, whichever is
lower. Again this year, the Cap is at 4
percent. However, the SP-F proposed
school budget is not at Cap, but at 3.1
percent.

Like other towns, our expenses do in-
crease as well.

Energy expenses comprise two com-
ponents, rates and consumption. The rates
are not controllable, but the consumption
is. The district did just go through an
analysis of our consumption and has been
found to be in the top 10 in NJ in effi-
ciency. By utilizing remote monitoring,
such as having heat turned on remotely,
versus having a custodian coming in early
to turn up the thermostats, costs are re-
duced. Additionally, the district is cur-
rently working towards a possible solar
solution to help reduce costs. With incen-
tives, such as government grants, a break-
even analysis will be performed to see
what the payback period will be.

Grants are always pursued. Many grants
are targeted towards districts that are con-
sidered “in need” by the grantor. SP-F
qualifies for some, and those that we do
qualify for, we apply to and often times
are successful.

Salary and Benefits Costs – The rea-
sonableness of increases in these areas is
subjective. To help offset increases, 18
positions are being eliminated next year,
including nine directly related to instruc-
tion. The last negotiation did yield some
“givebacks” on benefits. I understand that
within the private world, $500 annual
contributions are considered small, but
within a collective-bargaining environ-
ment, this was a step forward. The nego-
tiating team is aware of where the district
cost drivers are relative to salaries and
benefits.

The district also is well aware of the
economic climate we are living in. As we
are currently negotiating with our teach-
ers, it is not proper, productive or ethical
for me to go into detail on these negotia-
tions. What I can share is that the BOE’s
resolve in arriving at a settlement that is
fair to our district, teachers, taxpayers and

students will not change based on a yes-
or-no vote for the budget.

Waivers – Spending waivers are not
free money, but rather an allowance to
increase spending and taxes above the
Cap limit. For the last two years, SP-F
chose not to go that route, but rather to
decrease our costs. It is not helpful to
compare SP-F to other neighboring dis-
tricts that have chosen to use waivers, as
we all have our own unique challenges,
and we think we’ve made the correct
choice for our communities.

Student Fees – I believe the school
budget has balanced the priorities of our
community. During the crafting of the
budget, various stakeholder groups pro-
vided input, and the board listened. Al-
though we are requesting an increase in
spending, we have maintained all of our
co-curricular activities by instituting a
student activity fee, have maintained class
sizes that are below our neighbors and
have reduced staffing, including supervi-
sory and administration.

To clarify the student fees: all seventh-
and eighth-grade students participating
in instrumental music and/or organized
district sponsored athletics will be as-
sessed a $100 fee. If a student should
participate in both music and a sport, or
multiple sports, the fee remains at $100.
We will not exceed this amount for any
student.

In our high school, an activity fee will
be assessed to any student participating in
an activity that uses a stipend position.
These would include clubs, sports and
music programs. Again, this is a fee that
will be assessed for the year regardless of
the amount of activities in which a student
participates. For students eligible for free
or reduced lunch, these fees at both the
middle and high schools will be waived.
Additionally, hardship situations will be
evaluated on a case-by-case basis. Our
communities have stressed that given a
choice of elimination of these programs
or a fee, the fee was the preferred alterna-
tive.

The results of a budget defeat are as
follows – On average, Scotch Plains resi-
dents will save $5 annually for every
$100k, Fanwood $8 dollars annually. That
$100k will be the equivalent of two teach-
ers. (Last in, first out due to bumping
rights) So, do we increase class size fur-
ther? Cut music programs? Eliminate
clubs and sports? Each of these areas is
near and dear to our community, based on
feedback the board has received over the
years. They also provide our students
with opportunities to enhance their
chances for better colleges, while also
keeping them off the street.

Again, I would like for our community
to support the school budget with a “yes”
vote, but it is important that however you
decide to vote, you have all the facts and
information. If any further clarification is
required, please feel free to contact me or
any other SP-F Board member.

Trip Whitehouse
President SP-F BOE,

Candidate for Reelection

Walker Considers 2009-10 WF School
Budget ‘A Budget of Compromise’

On March 31, the Westfield Board of
Education voted unanimously to approve
the proposed budget for the 2009-10
school year. The decision now shifts to
the taxpayers. For the next two weeks,
taxpayers can read this newspaper, watch
Channel 36, go to the District website
(westfieldnjk12.org/election) and/or at-
tend public presentations to find out the
specific details of the budget. Every house-
hold will also receive Emphasis, which
will explain the size of the budget, tax
impact and categories of expenses.

Westfield’s budget was more difficult
to build this year than in the past. First, the
economy is in recession and unemploy-
ment is at a 30-year high. Second, the
board faced competing needs: the economy
demanded that any budget increase be kept
low; contracts with the associations dic-
tated the salary increases; health insurance
premiums skyrocketed; student enrollment
is at a 30-year high, and state aid was held
flat. Most importantly, Westfield has good
schools, and the board needed to make
sure that even if money is tight, the pro-
gram is protected.

The only way to keep increases low
with growing enrollment and shrinking
revenues is to look for savings, and if that
isn’t enough, make cuts. Savings were
found, for example, with the energy-con-
servation program begun two years ago
and with dental and prescription insur-
ance coverage. All new initiatives were
postponed, and building budgets were
rolled back to 2007 levels. The savings
were not enough to prevent cuts.

Ultimately, over 20 positions were
eliminated, and almost 15 percent of the
stipend budget was cut. These efforts
resulted in a budget where no core pro-
gram was eliminated, and class sizes were
kept within policy. The tax impact will be
3.17 percent, the lowest in 10 years. The
state, under the new legislation, allowed
for Westfield to increase taxes by 3.90
percent. The board felt it was too much to
ask of taxpayers at this time.

On April 21, the Westfield community
is charged with an important responsibil-
ity: voting on the annual school budget.

The quality of the education the district
will deliver next year depends on the
outcome of this vote. If the community
approves the budget, the core programs
will be preserved. Alternately, a budget
defeat takes the decision-making author-
ity out of the hands of the taxpayers and
places it in the hands of the town council
where additional cuts might be made.

Every year, the school budget presented
to the community represents a compro-
mise. This year is no exception, but the
stakes are higher. Vote to preserve our
schools – please vote “yes” on April 21.

Julia Walker, V. P.
Westfield Board of Education

Finance Committee Chair

WF Library Book Sales
Begins April 29

WESTFIELD – The Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library group has
announced its 36th annual book sale.

Donation days will take place April 23,
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.; April 24, from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m.; April 25, from 10 a.m. to
1 p.m.

Sale days will take place on April 29,
with a Members Preview from 9 a.m. to
noon and open to the public from 2 to 8
p.m.; April 30, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.; May 1,
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. (Half Price Day); May 2,
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. ($4 Bag Day).

SP Spring Leaf
Program Set April 20
SCOTCH PLAINS — The 2009 spring

leaf, gumball, branches and yard debris
program will begin on Monday, April 20,
on both the northside and southside of the
township. Residents should not place any
debris at the curb until April 10. The
township will pass by each household
once.

Plastic bags are not accepted. Biode-
gradable paper bags are acceptable. Resi-
dents should remember to leave space
along the curbline for water to flow freely
to the catch basins.

Write whatever you want.
We'll be publish it.

*****
goleader.com/express
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MR. AND MRS. JOHN LAWRENCE GRIMES
(She is the former Miss Alana M. Swords)

Miss Alana M. Swords
Marries John L. Grimes

Miss Alana Margaret Swords, the
daughter of Mrs. Marion Swords of
Freehold and the late Donald J.
Swords, was married on Saturday,
April 12, to John Lawrence Grimes.
He is the son of Mrs. Maureen Grimes
of Scotch Plains and the late Patrick
G. Grimes.

Father Ngozi I. Osuji and Father
Thomas Richstattaer, OFM co-cel-
ebrated the Nuptial Mass at Saint
Charles Borromeo Church in Brook-
lyn, N.Y. The bride’s mother and
brother, Liam Swords of Brooklyn,
gave her in marriage. The bride wore
a Judd Waddell ivory lace and silk
organza gown with a fingertip veil.
She also wore her grandmother’s dia-
mond watch and carried a bouquet of
deep pink roses and sweet peas.

Ms. Eileen Callaghan of New York
City, a friend of the bride, was the
maid of honor. Mrs. Denise Beirne of
Tappan, N.Y. and Mrs. Jennifer
Lawson of Ridgewood, both friends
of the bride, also attended her. All
wore charcoal gray dresses designed
by Vera Wang. Miss Emily Labrozzi
of Westfield, niece of the bridegroom,
was a junior bridesmaid and Miss
Olivia Beirne of Tappan, N.Y., god-
daughter of the bride, was the flower
girl. They wore crème colored dresses
with sage green sashes. All carried
bouquets of pale pink roses.

Gustavo Guzman of Laguna
Beach, Calif. was the best man. Steve
Biskupic of Wauwatosa, Wis. and
Kenny Francis of Redondo Beach,
Calif. were groomsmen. All are
friends of the bridegroom.

The bridegroom’s sisters, Ms.
Cyndi Grimes of Edison, Dr. Julia
Grimes of Westfield and Mrs. Sheila
Grimes-Kahora of Hamilton, did
readings during the Mass. The New
York Police Department Pipes and
Drums marched in the church reces-

sional as the bride and bridegroom
left the church. An evening recep-
tion followed at Bridgewaters Res-
taurant at the South Street Seaport in
New York City.

A graduate of Bishop Ford CCHS
in Riverdale, N.Y., the bride received
her degree in marketing and interna-
tional relations from Manhattan Col-
lege in New York City. She worked
at Morgan Stanley and is a vice-
president at a hedge fund in New
York City.

The bridegroom graduated from
Westfield High School and received
a Bachelor of Science degree in Me-
chanical Engineering from
Marquette University in Milwaukee,
Wis. He also holds a Master of Sci-
ence degree in Design and Manufac-
turing from California State Univer-
sity Long Beach. Currently, he works
in alternative energy at Gibbs En-
ergy LLC in Newark.

The bride’s mother and bridal at-
tendants gave a bridal shower on
February 9. The Grimes family
hosted a tea for the bride on Febru-
ary 24. Friends of the couple gave
several engagement parties in the
winter. The bridegroom’s family held
the rehearsal dinner on the eve of the
wedding at Caffe Buon Gusto in
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Following their wedding trip to
Kauai, Hawaii, the couple resides in
Westfield.

‘Introduction to Astronomy’
On Tap at Local Library

Paul Cirillo

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present “An
Introduction to Astronomy” on
Wednesday, April 15, at 7 p.m. Paul
Cirillo, a member of the
Solar System Ambassa-
dors Program, will be
the featured speaker.

During his talk, Mr.
Cirillo will focus on how
to identify constella-
tions, planets and stars.
He also will discuss the
Internet resources that
allow viewers to watch
satellites and the Inter-
national Space Station
without a telescope.
This program is suitable for children
in fifth grade and above. There will
be time to ask questions.

A lifelong resident of New Jer-
sey, Mr. Cirillo holds a Bachelor of
Science degree from Rutgers Uni-
versity. He is a member of the New
Jersey Astronomical Association
and former leader for the Space and

Astronomy Club with the Somerset
County 4-H.

Mr. Cirillo has had a fascination
with astronomy and space missions

all his life and routinely
gives presentations to
schools, libraries and
community groups.

The Solar System
Ambassadors Program is
a public outreach pro-
gram designed to work
with motivated volun-
teers across the nation.
Jet Propulsion Labora-
tory in Pasadena, Calif.,
an operating division of
the California Institute

of Technology (Caltech) and a lead
research and development center for
the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA), sponsors the
Solar System Ambassadors Program.

“Introduction to Astronomy” is
open to MURAL and Westfield Me-
morial Library cardholders. To reg-
ister for this event or any other li-
brary program, visit the library’s
website, wmlnj.org, and click on
the calendar or call (908) 789-4090,
extension no. 4140. Individuals also
may stop by the library at 550 East
Broad Street for a copy of its quar-
terly newsletter for information on
library activities.

LOVING TRIBUTE…Family and friends gather at the Gran Centurions in
Clark during the inaugural fundraiser for The Gregg F. Clyne Memorial Foun-
dation, Inc., which helps students achieve their educational goals. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Marge Ross, Christine Fry, George Clyne, Mike Fry, Don Ross,
Mary Ann Clyne and Pat Walsh.

Gregg F. Clyne Foundation
Helps Students Reach Goals
WESTFIELD – The Gregg F. Clyne

Memorial Foundation, Inc. seeks to
help young people realize their edu-
cational goals in memory of Mr.
Clyne, a local resident who died in
August 2006 at age 27 after battling a
rare form of cancer (adrenal cortical
carcinoma).

Mr. Clyne’s family and friends es-
tablished the foundation in his memory.
A 1997 graduate of Westfield High
School, he received his undergraduate
degree from the University of Dela-
ware and his graduate degree from
Stevens Institute of Technology.

Before his death, Mr. Clyne ex-
pressed his desire to help others real-
ize their academic dreams and goals
by forming a foundation in his name
in order to provide assistance to stu-
dents who have a passion for knowl-
edge and a commitment to learning.

Members of the board of directors
include his brother, Steven Clyne
(chairman); his parents, George
(president) and Mary Ann Clyne (sec-
retary); Pat Walsh (treasurer) and
board members Rick Martinelli, Mary

Friedman and Jamie Katcher.
In May 2008 the Foundation

granted scholarship awards to high
school seniors Brittany VanSickle
(Westfield High School) and Jessica
Taylor (Roselle Catholic High
School). Both attend the University
of Delaware.

The Foundation held its inaugural
scholarship fundraiser at the Gran
Centurions in Clark on March 14 of
this year, which was attended by 175
guests. For more information about
Mr. Clyne and his foundation, visit his
website, greggclynefoundation.com.

Donations can be made directly to
The Gregg F. Clyne Memorial Foun-
dation, Inc., 567 Lawrence Avenue,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.

“From this tragedy we have the
opportunity to help young people re-
alize their educational goals as a liv-
ing tribute to Gregg,” his family said
in a statment. “This foundation will
help to make a difference by building
the groundwork for the future, where
students of today become tomorrow’s
leaders.”

Cleanup to Take Place
On April 18 in Borough

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Clean
Communities Committee has an-
nounced that the 20th annual cleanup
event will be held on Saturday, April
18. Volunteers will assemble at 8:30
a.m. at the south side Fanwood train
station parking area and will be as-
signed to clean a specific area. The
work should be completed before
noon. Earth Day T-shirts, work
gloves and bags for litter will be
furnished to all participants.

Public Works Director Clint
Dicksen chairs the committee and
is joined by Bob McCarthy, Greg
Cummings, Pam Sayles, Linda
Talcott and Dean Talcott. The com-
mittee is working in conjunction
with the Fanwood Department of
Public Works (DPW). Volunteers
are asked to notify the Fanwood
DPW in advance by calling (908)
322-7404; however, walk-ins also
will be welcome.

$$$  SAVE ON DENTAL FEES  $$$ 
PROPER DENTAL CARE NOW PREVENTS MORE  

COMPLICATED AND EXPENSIVE TREATMENT LATER

Minutes�from�Rt.�22�����Day,�Evening,�and�Saturday�Appointments�
Most�Insurances�Accepted������Interest�Free�Financing������Flexible�Payment�Options�

Denture�Lab�on�Premises�������Same�Day�Repairs�
Dr.�Robert�V.�Scalera,�Jr.,�Director�

For Adults 
Exam  

Digital x-rays  

Case 

presentation 

 

 
 

New patients only  

Reg. $295 

 Expires 6/30/09 WL 

For Kids 
Exam  

Digital x-rays  

Cleaning  

Fluoride 

 

 

 
New patients only  

Reg. $220 

 Expires 6/30/09 WL 

START SAVING NOW!  CALL TODAY 

908-322-7800 ���� 567 Park Ave ���� Scotch Plains, NJ 

Dentures 
Upper & lower 

Full 

Partial 

Flexible 
 
 

 

New patients only  

Reg. $3580 - $3700 

expires 6/30/09 WL 

Ask about 

Implant 

dentures 

Chamber Summit Open
To Local Community
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area

Chamber of Commerce extends an
open invitation to the local commu-
nity to participate in a special New
Jersey Economic Summit on Friday,
April 17, from 10 a.m. to noon at the
James Ward Mansion, located at 169
East Broad Street in Westfield.

Dr. James W. Hughes, Dean of the
Edward S. Bloustein School of Plan-
ning and Public Policy, will be the
opening speaker. Following will be
commentary from Senator Thomas H.
Kean, Jr., Congressman Leonard Lance
and Assemblyman Jon M. Bramnick.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky will lead
the discussion. Participants will have
an opportunity to hear the panel weigh
in on what the current economic situ-
ation means to the state and local
business economy. Advance registra-
tion is required. To register, visit
westfieldareachamber.com. For more
information, call (908) 233-3021.

WL 04/09/09

Maundy Thursday

April 9, 7pm 
A “Symbolic Seder”  

and communion Service. 
Good Friday

April 10, 12-3pm 
Meditate on the crucifixion, 
with pre-recorded music and 

art slides. Enter and exit 
sanctuary as you wish. 

Easter Sunday, April 12
Celebrate the Resurrection! 

Easter Breakfast, 9am 
Worship at 10:15am 

Easter Egg Hunt at 10:30am 

Childcare provided. 

170 Elm St., Westfield 
908.233.2278 

www.fbcwestfield.org 
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net 

OUREXPERIENCEDSTAFF:
Vin, Nick and Vincent Jr. Losavio • Charlie from J & M Market

Robert from O’Connors Meat Market • Stan from Joseph’s Meat Market
Paul from Balducci’s Market in NYC

OUR 70TH YEAR

389 Park Av enue, Scotch Plains, NJ

908-322-7126
www.johnsmarket.com

Happy 70th Anniversary!!!
As we celebrate our 70th Anniversary we wanted to take the time to thank all of you 
for being part of our family. With your loyalty we are one of the oldest butcher shops 

in New Jersey. So, as much as this is our Anniversary, we want to honor you!

Please join us on

Saturday, April 18 from 11am – 4pm

As we celebrate our past, present and future.

Join us for a wine and cheese reception, outstanding sales and a walk 
down memory lane. If you never visited our store before, this is an 
invitation to you to see why we have been in business for 70 years.

We look forward to being part of your family 
 for many years to come.

Easter Egg Hunt Set
At WNC on Saturday
WESTFIELD – The Bethel Baptist

Church will hold an Easter Egg Hunt
this Saturday, April 11, from noon to
4 p.m. It will take place at the Westfield
Neighborhood Council, located at 127
Cacciola Place in Westfield. Food
and refreshments will be provided.
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SOME BUNNY LOVES YOU…Westfield Lions Club Treasurer Jeff Broadwell,
Beth Broadwell and Alexa Broadwell (on mom’s lap) visit with the Easter Bunny,
also known as Lois Schembs. The club will hold its 74th annual Easter Egg Hunt
this Saturday, April 11, at 1 p.m. sharp at Mindowaskin Park in Westfield.
Participants are asked to assemble at the park by 12:45 p.m.

Westfield Lions to Present
Easter Egg Hunt Saturday

WESTFIELD – The Lions Club of
Westfield will hold its 74th annual
Easter Egg Hunt this Saturday, April
11, at 1 p.m. in Mindowaskin Park
for Westfield children up to age 7.

Three areas will be set aside, one for
youngsters up to age 3 (toddler area),
one for ages 4 and 5 and one for ages
6 and 7. Participants and their parents
are asked to assemble in the park by
12:45 p.m., as the hunt will start pre-
cisely at 1 p.m., weather permitting.

Prior to the hunt, between noon
and 12:45 p.m., and after the hunt,
the Easter Bunny will be available
for pictures with the children. With
the demise of Polaroid film, the
Lions regretfully will no longer be
able to supply pictures of children
with the bunny. However, parents
can bring their own cameras and
take photographs themselves. In
return, the Lions request a volun-
tary $3 donation to Lions charities.

Easter baskets, buckets and bags
will be available for sale before the
hunt. In the event of poor weather
conditions, there will not be a rain
date. Instead the Lions will hand
out jellybeans, prize coupons and
plastic eggs from under the park
gazebo, as well as having the Easter
Bunny there for photographs.

More than 1,500 plastic eggs will be
hidden in the three areas around the

gazebo. Many of the Easter Eggs will
contain prize coupons, enabling those
who find them to receive a prize from
one of the merchants who donated
them. Prize coupons can be redeemed
at the table or the local merchant’s
store. The coupon will specify where
to pick up the prize.

Immediately after the hunt, com-
plimentary plastic bags containing
jellybeans will be distributed to the
children, as well as a coupon for a
free kid’s ice from Rita’s Ice. The
Lions Club requests that members of
the public bring a non-perishable food
item for the Food Pantry to the event.

The Lions Club extends its ap-
preciation to Westfield Police Chief
John Parizeau and to Town Admin-
istrator James Gildea for their as-
sistance with the hunt.

A worldwide service organiza-
tion, Lions Clubs International is
primarily dedicated to sight conser-
vation and assistance to the visually
and hearing impaired.

The Lions Club of Westfield would
like to hear from anyone who has
pictures from the early years of the
Easter Egg Hunt, which started in
1936. The club may be contacted at
P.O. Box 572, Westfield, N.J. 07091.
Michael Gordeuk is president of the
club, Douglas Schembs is secretary
and Jeffrey Broadwell is treasurer.

Rachel Lipschutz to Receive
Hadassah Leadership Award

Rachel Lipschutz

WESTFIELD – Westfield Hadassah
will hold its major fundraiser, the 51st
annual art event, entitled “Celebration
of the Arts,” on Sunday, April 19, at
2:30 p.m. at Shackamaxon Country
Club in Scotch Plains.

Rachel Lipschutz of
Westfield will be honored
as the recipient of the 22nd
annual Hadassah Leader-
ship Award. A life mem-
ber of Hadassah, she serves
on the board of the Jewish
Federation of Central New
Jersey and on the execu-
tive committee of the Bold
Ambitions Capital Cam-
paign for the University of Pennsyl-
vania Law School.

Ms. Lipschutz has served as trea-
surer of Tamaques Elementary School
in Westfield and as troop leader for
her daughters’ Girl Scout troops. Her
daughters also are life members of
Hadassah, and her husband and son
are associate members.

The featured guest performer for
this program will be Paterson na-
tive Jerry Vivino. Mr. Vivino is saxo-
phonist with the Max Weinberg 7,
the featured band on “Late Night
with Conan O’Brien.” This will be
one of his last local performances
of the year. The group will move to
California when Conan O’Brien
takes over “The Tonight Show.”

Mr. Vivino also has worked with
celebrities including Frankie Valli,

Joan Rivers, Rodney Dangerfield, Tony
Bennett and Ray Charles, and appeared
on stage at the Super Bowl half-time
show this year with Bruce Springsteen.
Westfield Hadassah extends apprecia-

tion to David Niu of Shanghai
Jazz Restaurant and Bar in
Madison for securing this spe-
cial appearance by Mr. Vivino.

This event will raise funds
for the Sarah Wetsman
Davison Tower at the
Hadassah University Medical
Center at Ein Kerem in Jerusa-
lem. The Tower, Hadassah’s
most ambitious project, will
be a center of teaching and

learning that combines highly sophis-
ticated and modern services with a
holistic clinical approach. For addi-
tional information, call Geralyn
Lictenstein at (908) 654-5855.

Scholarships Available
From Hearing Society
WESTFIELD – The Hearing Soci-

ety, a small, not-for-profit organiza-
tion that has been in existence since
1932, currently is accepting applica-
tions to its Sarah H. McGee Memo-
rial Scholarship fund for the school
year 2009-2010.

These annual grants are awarded to
students with a substantial hearing loss
who are pursuing an education at the
college or university level. Require-
ments include a documented hearing
loss, satisfactory academic achieve-
ment, school activities, financial need
and recommendations. These scholar-
ships may be renewed for four years if
students remain eligible.

Application forms are available on
request by writing to: Mrs. P. Hanigan,
Scholarship Chairperson, 1214 Wyo-
ming Avenue, Mountainside, N.J.
07092 or by calling her at (908) 232-
4512. Applications must be submit-
ted no later than Friday, May 15,
2009.

In addition to granting scholarships,
The Hearing Society offers classes in
speech reading and basic sign lan-
guage on Thursday mornings at the
First Baptist Church in Westfield. For
more information about these classes,
call the Society at (908) 232-6546.

Calvary Lutheran Church
Plans Services For Easter

CRANFORD – The solemn sea-
son of Lent draws to a close this
week and the joyous celebration of
Easter will begin during worship
services at the Calvary Lutheran
Church, located at 108 Eastman
Street in Cranford. The public is
invited to all services.

The Reverend Carol A. Lindsay will
lead worship and preach at all ser-
vices. Music will be presented under
the leadership of Jeanne Elmuccio,
director of music and organist.

A Maundy Thursday service will

be offered at 7:30 p.m. tonight, April
9, which will include absolution, the
symbolic washing of feet and Holy
Communion. This service also will
include the stripping of the altar in
preparation for Good Friday.

In addition to organ accompani-
ment, seasonal music will be pro-
vided by the Reverend Gunnar
Anderson of North Plainfield, gui-
tar; Bridget Gautieri of Cranford,
violin, and Kyle Gautieri, also of
Cranford, bassoon.

On April 10, the solemnity of Good
Friday will be observed at 7:30 p.m.
with a Tenebrae Service of shadows
and darkness. The church’s Calvary
Choir, accompanied by organ and
piano, will provide music.

The celebration of Easter will take
place this Sunday, April 12, with
Festival Services of Holy Commun-
ion at 8:30 and 10:15 a.m. Each
service will offer a full liturgy with
instrumental and choral seasonal
music and favorite Easter hymns.
The 10:15 a.m. service will open
with selections by the Calvary Bells.

Choir selections will feature
Mellisa Toddings of Cranford, so-
prano soloist, and Sean Garnhart of
Westfield, keyboardist. Christopher
Nelson of Scotch Plains will pro-
vide trumpet accompaniment.

Calvary Lutheran Church is a mem-
ber congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, serving
the Cranford-Westfield area and sur-
rounding communities for 80 years.

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Microban®

Disinfectant
For Mold, Mildew,

Odors, Fleas & Ticks

3M
Scotchguard
Also Available

H
0

0
6

4
2

WHOLE HOUSE
Up to 6 Cleaning Areas

(Example- Living Room, Dining Room, Hall & 3 Bedrooms)

$159.95
With Coupon. Offers do not include tax.
May not be combined w ith other offers.

Standard 3-Seat
Sofa & Love Seat

$139.95
With Coupon. Offers do not include tax. May not

be combined with other offers.

Call Today
for an Appointment

Greco Carpet Cleaning • 1-800-626-5556 • 1-908-233-2130
Westfield, NJ 07090 • www.GRECOCARPETCLEANING.COM

SPECIAL-2 ROOMS
$89.95

With Coupon. Offers do not include tax. May not
be combined with other offers.

Get Your Carpets 
Cleaned NOW

CARPET  CLEANING  SAVINGSCARPET  CLEANING  SAVINGS
Established

1960

50 Years
of Carpet
Cleaning

��� Eastman St�� Cranford� NJ
(���) ��	
����

www�calvarylutherancranford�com
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Growing in FaithGrowing in FaithGrowing in FaithGrowing in FaithGrowing in Faith

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community
involvement and family education.

The Chelsea at Fanwood is pleased to host

An Easter Pancake
Breakfast

Open to the public – Please join us for this event – Everyone is welcome!
w w w . c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m

Please join the Chelsea at Fanwood for an Easter Pancake Breakfast
Fundraiser to benefit the Fanwood PBA and The Fanwood Fire
Department. Celebrate our Fire Department’s dedication to the
community while enjoying a full pancake breakfast and FREE photos
with the Easter Bunny!

An “all you can eat donation” is requested, just $10.00 for adults and $5.00 for children. Kids
under 5 eat free. Pay at the door or call us for tickets: 908-654-5200.

WHEN: Saturday, April 11, 2009
TIME: 9:30 – 11:30 AM
WHERE: The Chelsea at Fanwood

295 South Avenue
Fanwood, NJ 07023

For Tickets Call: 908-654-5200

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

St. John’s Welcomes
All to Lenten Services
SCOTCH PLAINS – St. John’s

Baptist Church has announced that
its Lenten services will begin on Good
Friday, April 10, at 11:30 a.m. Seven
speakers will present “The Seven Last
Words of Christ on the Cross.” This
service will conclude with the distri-
bution of Holy Communion. Lunch
will be served. All are invited.

On Sunday, April 12, the Easter
Sunrise Service will begin at 6 a.m.
The Reverend Clement Griffin and
the Metropolitan Baptist Church will
be guests of St. John’s Church. St.
John’s Hospitality Ministry will serve
the annual breakfast at 7:15 a.m.

The Sunday Church School will
present its annual Easter program at
8:30 a.m. Pastor Kelmo Porter will
deliver the special Easter morning
sermon at the 10 a.m. service.

St. John’s Baptist Church is lo-
cated at 2387 Morse Avenue in Scotch
Plains. The public is invited to all
services. For more information, call
(908) 232-6972.

Library Invites Public
To ‘Poetry Out Loud’
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Public Library will celebrate
National Poetry Month on Wednes-
day, April 15, at 7:30 p.m. with “Po-
etry Out Loud,” featuring published
poet and Terrill Middle School teacher
Gwyn English Nielsen. Ms. Nielsen
also is a member of the Academy of
American Poets.

Attendees are invited to bring a
poem or two to read. Individuals need
not bring an original poem. Any poem
by any poet is acceptable. The pro-
gram will be held in the lobby of the
library’s Community Room.

Community members are encour-
aged to pre-register for this event. To
register, call the library at (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or e-mail
library@scotlib.org.

All programs at the library are free
and open to everyone. The Scotch
Plains Public Library is located at
1927 Bartle Avenue, one block from
Park Avenue in the center of the town-
ship. For more information or direc-
tions, call (908) 322-5007.

Celebrate Easter at

First Congregational Church

Of Westfield

Maundy Thursday

April 9, 7:30 p.m.

Candlelight service of

Scripture, hymns and Communion

Good Friday

April 10, 7:30 p.m.

Service of Meditation and Reflection

in Patton Auditorium

Easter Sunday

April 12, 9 and 11 a.m.

Music for organ and brass quartet

One-room schoolhouse and infant care at both services

Coffee hour at 10 a.m.

Visitors are Always Welcome!

Member, the United Church of Christ.

The sanctuary is accessible by a wheelchair ramp.

Infrared listening devices are available for the hearing impaired.

125 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 233-2494

www.fccofwestfield.org

Pancake Breakfast
To Be Held Saturday
FANWOOD – An “all-you-can-eat”

pancake breakfast benefiting the
Fanwood PBA and Fanwood Volun-
teer Fire Department will be held this
Saturday, April 11, from 9:30 to 11:30
a.m. at Chelsea Assisted Living, lo-
cated at 295 South Avenue in Fanwood.

The cost is $10 for adults and $5 for
children. Children age 5 and under
may attend for free. Individuals may
pay at the door or call (908) 654-5200
in advance for tickets.
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Mildred Moore, 82, Longtime Resident;
Was Westfield School Crossing Guard

Mildred H. Moore

Mildred H. Moore (Stewart), 82,
of Westfield passed away peace-
fully on Tuesday, March
31, surrounded by her
loving family.

Born in Irvington in
1926, she was raised in
Millburn and graduated
from Millburn High
School. She lived in
Westfield for more than
60 years.

She had been a
Westfield school cross-
ing guard for 53 years.

Mrs. Moore was the beloved wife
for 49 years of the late Wesley “Pops”
Moore, Sr., who died in 1995.

She was the devoted mother of
six children, Wesley, Jr., Edith
Monninger and her husband, E.
Michael, Dennis, William and his
companion, Victoria Atkinson,
Deborah Lutter and her husband,

Michael, and Gary and his wife,
Donna. Mrs. Moore was the loving

sister of Florence Stokes,
Ruth Lane and her hus-
band, Robert, Jane Wall-
ing and George Stewart
and his wife, Pauline. She
also will be deeply missed
by her 20 grandchildren,
22 great-grandchildren
and two more expected to
arrive shortly.

A private family service
was held at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Donations in her name may be
made to the Westfield Rescue Squad,
Children’s Specialized Hospital of
Mountainside or Deborah Heart and
Lung Hospital of Browns Mills, N.J.

April 9, 2009

– Obituaries –

Madeline Martire, 87
Madeline Martire, 87, passed away

on Friday, April 3, at the Foothill
Acres Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center in Hillsborough.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y. on April
21, 1921 to the late James and Luigina
Martire, she later resided in
Mountainside for many years.

Her sister, Katherine Torma, her
brothers, Thomas Martire and Will-
iam Martire, and a niece, Rosemary
Albrecht, predeceased her.

Surviving are her nephew, Frank
Torma of Hillsborough; four great-
nieces and three great-nephews.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.

April 9, 2009

Angela ‘Dill’ Gaddis, 82, Was Active
In Alumni, History and Golf Groups

Angela P. “Dill” Gaddis (née
Novello), 82, of Scotch Plains died
on Tuesday, March 31, at Overlook
Hospital in Summit.

Dill was born, raised and lived her
entire life in Scotch Plains. She
worked as a legal secretary for many
years in the local area, as well as
being a homemaker.

Dill was a member of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Alumni
Association, the Historical Society of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, and the
West Nine of PCC Golf Association.

Surviving are her beloved husband
of 62 years, Edgar P.; her loving daugh-
ters, Lynne P. Martin and her husband,
Paul, and Dori Baldassarre and her
husband, Tom; her caring grandchil-

dren, Scott, Jeff and Lauren Martin
and Jessie and John Baldassarre; four
great-grandchildren; her brother, Ben-
jamin Novello, and her sisters, Laberta
Cotton and Amelia Koscinski.

A Funeral Mass was offered on Sat-
urday, April 4, at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains. Interment was private.

Arrangements were by the Rossi
Funeral Home, 1937 Westfield Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad,
P.O. Box 325, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076 or to the Scotch Plains Public
Library, 1927 Bartle Avenue, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076.

April 9, 2009

Joan A. Sheehy, 64, Caring Volunteer;
Beloved Wife, Mother, Grandmother

Joan A. Sheehy, 64, of Westfield
died on Thursday, April 2.

Born and raised in Brooklyn, N.Y.,
she graduated from St. Joseph High
School and later received a Bachelor
of Arts degree from St. John’s Uni-
versity, where she also was captain of
the basketball team. She and her hus-
band, Matthew, resided in Westfield
for the last 29 years.

A caring and selfless person, Joan
volunteered her time to help people.
During her life she was the Parent-
Teacher Association president for
Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield. Joan was patient and kind
and enjoyed living life. She truly
adored her husband, three children
and four grandchildren.

Surviving are her beloved husband
of 36 years, Matthew J. Sheehy; her
son, Matthew, and his wife, Kelly, of
Scotch Plains, and two daughters and
sons-in-law, Kerry Ann MacIsaac and
her husband, Matthew, of Ridgewood
and Megan Liriano and her husband,
Eric, of Warren. She also will be deeply
missed by her beloved grandchildren,
Matthew Joseph, Madelynn Eileen,
MacKenzie Kay and Maria Esperanza.
Joan was a loving sister to Katherine
Silverstein of Staten Island, N.Y.,
Margaret Squires of Brooklyn, N.Y.
and Joseph T. Moran of Charleston,
S.C. and also is survived by many

cousins, nieces and nephews.
A Mass of Christian Burial was

offered on Monday, April 6, at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Westfield Rescue Squad, 335
Watterson Street, Westfield, N.J.
07090.

April 9, 2009

George A. Hooper, Was NBC Executive;
Statistical Research Senior Associate

George A. Hooper of Franklin
Township, formerly of Westfield, died
on Monday, March 9, 2009, after a
lengthy illness.

Born in Akron, Ohio, he spent his
childhood years in Riverton, N.J.,
Chicago, Ill. and Paoli, Pa. After
graduating from Ohio Wesleyan Uni-
versity in 1953 with a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Business Administra-
tion, he began a career in broadcast-
ing with the National Broadcasting
Company in New York City.

Working as a stage manager in live
television was exciting, but the hours
were erratic. So, he used his off-hours
to study at Columbia University and
completed a Master of Science de-
gree in 1958. He rose through the
ranks of television by holding posi-
tions in Station Sales, Sales Develop-
ment, Advertising and Promotion and
Marketing Services.

In 1978 he was made the Vice Presi-
dent of Audience Research, a posi-
tion he held until General Electric
took over NBC. Ultimately, he joined
Statistical Research, Inc. in Westfield
as a senior associate. After nine years,
he retired to spend more time with his
family and pursue his hobby of re-
storing older homes.

A member of Phi Delta Theta and
Alpha Epsilon Rho, a national radio
honorary, he also was a chairman of
CONTAM, the Committee on National
Television Audience Measurement, a
member of the Radio/Television Re-
search Council and a board member of
the North Beach Taxpayers Associa-
tion of Long Beach Island.

He is survived by his wife, Shirley,
and four children, including Tracey
Abby, Carole Decker, Alison Hooper-
Korkuch and Richard Grant Hooper,
II. His sister, Virginia Purinton, and
his grandchildren, Ashton, Alexander,
Brittany, Casey, Erin, Kelly, Kierstyn
and Luke, will always miss his unique
dry humor.

A memorial service will be held in
the spring.

The family requests that in lieu of
flowers, contributions be made to the
First United Methodist Church, One
East Broad Street, Westfield, N.J.
07090.

Funeral arrangements are private
under the direction of the Holcombe-
Fisher Funeral Home, 147 Main Street,
Flemington, N.J. For further informa-
tion or to send condolences, please
visit www.holcombefisher.com.
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Spring Assembly to Feature
Music From Civil War Era

WESTFIELD – On the evening of
April 15, the sound of Civil War mu-
sic will be heard in The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield courtesy of Dr.
Theodore K. Schlosberg, founder/
executive director of the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts, during the
annual Spring Assembly program of
the five history societies of Westfield.

These organizations include the
Genealogical Society of the West
Fields, the Sons of the American
Revolution (SAR), the Daughters of
the American Revolution (DAR), the
Miller-Cory Museum Volunteers and
the Westfield Historical Society, this
year’s host for the program. The pub-
lic is invited to join them at 7:30 p.m.
in the Assembly Room in the Parish
House of the church. There is no
admission charge.

Providing the Civil War music will
be the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts Woodwind Quintet, featuring
Jenny Cline playing the flute, Deborah
Schnapf the oboe, George Toenes the
clarinet, Howard Toplanski the bas-
soon and Dr. Schlosberg, the French
horn. Tenor Kerry Stubbs, who has
sung at several of Westfield’s Memo-
rial Day services, also will perform,
with pianist Chin-Wen Deng as ac-
companist.

Dr. Schlosberg has been teaching
music for almost 50 years, starting in
the Plainfield Public School District
in 1960 and then moving to the
Westfield Public School District in
1967. He retired in 1996 to devote
himself full time to the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts. Over the years,
his workshop has included students
ages 3 to 95. He has twice been the
recipient of the Westfield Chamber of
Commerce’s “Faith in Westfield”
award.

Dr. Schlosberg also has studied and
performed on many instruments him-
self, including the Alphorn, the offi-
cial instrument of Switzerland. He
was sponsored by Ricola, USA to
attend the Alphorn Academy of Swit-
zerland and has appeared in commer-
cials for Ricola, USA.

Jane Gross of the DAR will play
introductory music during the inter-
lude before the start of the program.
Light refreshments will be served at
the conclusion of the program.

The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield is located at 140 Mountain
Avenue. Entrance to the ground floor
Assembly Hall is from the Mountain
Avenue parking lot on the side of the
Parish House adjacent to the church.

Dooley Colonial Funeral Home
Westfield

Family owned and operated

Providing personalized and compassionate

service since 1913

Offering a full range of services and options

to meet your family’s needs

556 Westfield Ave., Westfield

908-233-0255

John Dooley, Manager
NJ. Lic. No. 4100

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

                                              

 

Charles J. Tombs 

NJ Lic. Number 4006 

Director 

 

www.grayfuneralhomes.com 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-(09001515)
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-30918-07
Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL AS-

SOCIATION AS TRUSTEE FOR NOMURA
HOME EQUITY LOAN, INC. ASSET-BACKED
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2005-HE1

VS.
Defendant: CAROL L. SHEPPARD; WILLIAM

W. SHEPPARD; H/W
Sale Date: 05/06/2009
Writ of Execution: 11/24/2008
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Eighty Two Thousand Sixty One and 66/100***
($182,061.66).

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Fanwood in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 225 Tillotson Road,
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Tax Lot No: 10 in Block 46
Dimentions of Lot: (Approximately) 75 X 139
Nearest Cross Street: WESTFIELD ROAD
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer. mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Tax and Prior lien info: Taxes, Sewer and

Water maybe delinquent you must check with the
tax collector for exact amounts due.

Prior Mortgages and Judgements (if any):
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Seven Thou-

sand Nine Hundred Thirty and 22/100***
($207,930.22) together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
File No: FCZ-93689
4 T - 04/02, 04/09, 04/16
& 04/23/09 Fee: $179.52

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-(09001330)
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-17131-08
Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS

TRUSTEE FOR THE CERTIFICATE HOLDERS
CWALT, INC. ALTERNATIVE LOAN TRUST
2006-45T1, MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2006-45T1

VS.
Defendant: JAMES MCCALL, MRS. MCCALL,

WIFE OF JAMES MCCALL, MORTGAGE ELEC-
TRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. AS
NOMINEE FOR FI,

Sale Date: 04/29/2009
Writ of Execution: 02/27/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty Six Thousand Eight Hundred Eighty Nine
and 84/100*** ($556,889.84).

MUNICIPALITY: Westfield
COUNTY: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
STREET & STREET NO: 546 Trinity Place
TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 3011, LOT:

17
DIMENTIONS OF LOT: 120.07’ x 51.59’
NEAREST CROSS STREET: First Street
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): NONE
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Fifteen Thou-

sand Two Hundred Thirteen and 25/100***
($615,213.25) together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HIGHWAY
P.O. BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORSETOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 04/02, 04/09, 04/16
& 04/23/09 Fee: $169.32

Abraham ‘Al’ Goldstein, War Veteran;
Was Involved With Various Activities

Abraham “Al” Goldstein passed
away peacefully in his sleep at his
home in Garwood on Saturday,
March 28.

He was born in Harlem, New York
City on June 11, 1917. A World War
II veteran, he spent three years in
Panama.

Active in both mind and body, he
was a gambler, a computer games
player and a bridge player, did cross-
word puzzles (in pen) and was a
bowler, a tennis player and a ball-
room dancer.

Unafraid of new challenges, he
was over 80 years old when he
learned to use the computer to play
games and monitor the stock mar-
ket and his investments. He was a
natural athlete and intellectually
provocative.

Last September he moved to
Garwood after 45 years as a
Plainfield resident.

Surviving are his wife, Rita Blau
Goldstein; his son, Jeffrey
Goldstein, and his wife, Lorraine
Kolibas, of Summit; his daughter
Donna Perch and her husband,
Murray, of Westfield; his daughter
Joyce Goldstein and her husband,
David Pincus, of Shaker Heights,
Ohio; six grandchildren, Rebecca,

Sarah, Marissa, Gabe, Mike and
Kayla, and his brother, Harry
Goldstein of Queens, N.Y.

Funeral services were held on
Monday, March 30, at the Higgins
Home For Funerals in Plainfield.

April 9, 2009

Open House to Offer Look
At Kids Bereavement Camp
SCOTCH PLAINS – This sum-

mer, for the eighth year, the Center
For Hope Hospice and Palliative Care
will sponsor its bereavement camp
for children and teenagers who have
experienced the loss of a loved one.

Camp Starbright staff will host an
open house on Wednesday, April 29,
from 4 to 7 p.m. for those interested
in learning more about the camp. It
will be held at Acadia House, the
Center For Hope Hospice and Pal-
liative Care Grief and Bereavement
Center, located at 175 Glenside Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.

The camp is offered free of charge,
thanks in part to a grant from The

Westfield United Way Gives
Review of 2010 Requests

WESTFIELD – Growing needs and
shrinking funds seems to be the man-
tra of agencies that serve the most
vulnerable populations, and the 19
agencies that have applied for fund-
ing from the Westfield United Way
are no different.

Linda Kaplan, chairman of the Fund
Distribution Committee, challenges
her group to distribute over half a
million dollars among agencies that
transport senior citizens, deliver meals
to the homebound, provide shelter
and counseling to domestic abuse vic-
tims and counsel the depressed,
among many other services.

For Ms. Kaplan, whose committee
is charged with reviewing funding for
programs from the Westfield United
Way’s member agencies, the task is
more challenging this year due to the
economic climate.

“With contributions down, many
of these non-profits are experiencing
wait lists for services,” Ms. Kaplan
said. “And in an economy like this,
the non-profits are finding that their
client base is increasing. People are
hurting.”

The 14 residents on the Fund Distri-
bution Committee spend hundreds of
hours over a three-month period inter-
viewing agency directors, reviewing
financial information and evaluating
the effectiveness of programs and ser-
vices. Each agency is responsible for
answering questions on the achieve-
ments of their programs, how many
people they serve, what alternative
sources of income are available to
them and what problems they could
encounter in the next year.

After reviewing and evaluating the

agencies’ requests, the committee
debates and deliberates the needs of
both the community and each agency
to determine how the funds are to be
allocated.

“This year’s combination of in-
creasing needs and fewer available
funds make the allocation process
more difficult,” said David Foltz,
president of the Westfield United Way
board of trustees.

Once the trustees board approves the
final recommendations from the com-
mittee, the 2009 campaign goal will be
established and the money raised will
be distributed beginning in 2010.

Throughout the entire process, Ms.
Kaplan said, the Fund Distribution
Committee never loses sight of the
residents who donate to the Westfield
United Way.

“The caring and financial support
of our residents truly reflects the
Westfield spirit of outreach and giv-
ing to others,” she said. “They can be
comforted by the knowledge that their
gift will go far – but not far away.”

Westfield United Way member
agencies include: The American Red
Cross, The Arc of Union County, the
Boy Scouts, Central Jersey Legal
Services, Cerebral Palsy League,
Community Access Unlimited, CON-
TACT We Care, the Girl Scouts, the
Jewish Community Center, Jewish
Family Services, Mobile Meals of
Westfield, Prevention Links, UCPC
Behavioral Healthcare, Visiting Nurse
Service System, Westfield Commu-
nity Center, Westfield Day Care Cen-
ter, Westfield Area “Y,” YWCA East-
ern Union County and Youth and Fam-
ily Counseling Service.

UNITED WAY…The Westfield United Way analyzes requests for financial
support for 2010. Fund Distribution Committee members, pictured left to right,
are: Seated, Colleen Echausse, Lynn Adams, John Ripperger, Chairperson Linda
Kaplan, Anne Yearley and Lou Francz, and standing, Rick Malacrea, Kathleen
Lynch, Sheila Rippe, Art Condodina, Stan Ehrlich, Charlie Weidman and Kevin
Fitzpatrick. Missing from the photo is Paul Zoidis.

Presbyterian Women
Reveal Retreat Date

FANWOOD – Dr. Joy Carol will
lead a retreat for the Fanwood Pres-
byterian Women entitled “Using Our
God-given Gifts in a Time of Fear and
Uncertainty” on Saturday, April 18,
at the Fellowship Deaconry in Lib-
erty Corners. Guests are welcome.

The cost is $30 per person and will
include morning coffee/tea, lunch and
dinner plus the program. To make
reservations, call Barbara Knapp in
the church office at (908) 889-8891.

Dr. Carol is an author, speaker,
spiritual director and workshop and
retreat leader. Her background also
includes having been an educator,
counselor and manager of interna-
tional development programs. She
holds master’s degrees in spiritual
direction and counseling psychology.

Thirteen years ago Dr. Carol had
three close encounters with death and
has since dedicated her life to spiritu-
ality and healing. Her recent books
include “Towers of Hope,” “Journeys
of Courage,” “Finding Courage” and
“The Fabric of Friendship.”

CIVIL WAR VETERANS ARE
REMEMBERED…Pictured above is
a statue in Westfield’s Fairview Cem-
etery commemorating Civil War vet-
erans. Music of the Civil War will be
featured at the five Westfield history
societies’ annual Spring Assembly on
Wednesday, April 15, at 7:30 p.m. in
the Assembly Room of the Parish
House of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. The New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts Woodwind Quintet will
provide the music. All are invited to
attend and there is no admission
charge. Light refreshments will be
served after the program.

Constance Sullivan, 78
Constance P. Sullivan (née Judge),

78, of Scotch Plains died on Thurs-
day, April 2.

Born and raised in Orange, she
lived in Scotch Plains for 33 years.

Mrs. Sullivan worked for Pruden-
tial Insurance Company of America
in Newark.

She was the wife of 24 years to the
late John F. Sullivan.

Surviving are her sister-in-law,
Isabel Delaney, and 10 nieces and
nephews.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Tuesday, April 7, at the
Corpus Christi Church in Chatham
Township. Interment took place at Holy
Sepulchre Cemetery in East Orange.

Arrangements were by the William
A. Bradley and Son Funeral Home of
Chatham. For further information or
to send the family a condolence, please
visit www.bradleyfuneralhomes.com.

April 9, 2009

Moyer Foundation and “The Tom
Burnett Family Campership Endow-
ment.”

Camp Starbright offers a variety of
activities including arts and crafts,
music, puppetry, performing arts, gar-
dening, sports and games, as well as
quiet time for sharing and expressing
individual losses. Camp will be held
July 6 to 10 and July 13 to 17 from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. Master’s level grief
counselors and trained hospice staff
and volunteers staff Camp Starbright.

For more information, call Camp
Director Diane Coloney at (908) 288-
9137 or the Bereavement Center at
(908) 654-3711.
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I DO NOT LIKE JUEVOS VERDES…Judy Cicalese’s fourth grade class, along
with Spanish teacher Señora Lipton, performs “Juevos Verdes con Jamón”
(“Green Eggs and Ham” in Spanish) for Evergreen School.

Scotch Plains Fourth
Graders Fly to México

SCOTCH PLAINS – The fourth
grade students at Evergreen School
had a unique opportunity to experi-
ence a simulated trip to Mexico en-
tirely in Spanish in an integrated
program with students studying
Spanish in the high school.

For the past three years, Spanish
teachers Bronna Lipton at Evergreen
School and Diana Marcantonio at
Scotch Plains Fanwood High School
have teamed up to orchestrate this
program, which was developed to
give both groups of students a real-
life situation in
which to commu-
nicate.

The high school
students served as
airport employ-
ees, stewardesses,
pilots, immigra-
tion and customs
agents, while the
fourth graders
were the passen-
gers that had to get
from one station
to another in real-
istic areas set up
in the gym.

In order to pre-
pare for the prac-
tical experience,
the elementary students worked on
travel expressions and phrases, learn-
ing both the questions and answers
most commonly used. They also pre-
pared tickets, passports and packed
suitcases with select clothing for the

trip.
“With a special activity on the

horizon and knowing that they had
to answer in Spanish to the high
school students, my fourth graders
were completely motivated to learn
this material and excited to apply it,”
noted Señora Lipton.

Students were required to answer
questions every step of the way as
they checked in with tickets, boarded
the flight, got an in-flight snack,
filled out Mexican tourist cards,
showed their passports to immigra-

tion agents, re-
claimed their
bags and got them
inspected at cus-
toms.

“The high
school students
loved and ben-
efited from the
opportunity to put
their Spanish lan-
guage skills to
practical use,”
said Señora
M a r c a n t o n i o .
“This unique col-
laboration has
proven to be an
effective learning
tool for all in-

volved.”
Once the students arrived in

México, they were served Tostitos
and salsa. Then everyone was quickly
taught the steps to El Jarabe Tapatío
(Mexican Hat Dance).

STAMP OF APPROVAL…Franklin fourth graders recently competed in a
Postcard Race to be the first class to acquire postcards postmarked from each of
the 50 states. Senders made sure the postcards were chockfull of information
about each state, which the students then mapped together. Penny O’Donnell’s
class won the race, receiving 256 postcards total and an ice cream party in their
honor. Pictured are fourth graders who individually obtained the most postcards.
Front row: Emily Sackett, Eric Storms and Renee Dorwart. Back row: Matthew
Varano, Alexandra Jackman, Angus Applegarth and Samantha Greenaway, who
received 66 cards addressed to her.

WF’s Christina Chen Presents
At Clinton Global Initiative

WESTFIELD – Lafayette College
sophomore Christina Chen of
Westfield participated in the Clinton
Global Initiative University Confer-
ence in Austin, Texas in February.
Christina, a biology major, presented
her work on Lafayette’s food waste
composting initiative and organic
garden project with fellow sopho-
more Jennifer Bell.

The second annual conference,
part of the Clinton Global Initiative
(CGI) founded by President Bill
Clinton in 2005, brought together
hundreds of students from colleges
and universities around the world to
discuss issues surrounding educa-
tion, climate change and human
rights.

Christina and Jennifer were in-
vited to the conference because they
won an Outstanding Commitment

Award from the CGI for their work
with two of Lafayette’s ongoing
sustainability projects.

With the food waste composting
initiative, Christina has worked to
expand the program so that soon all
of the food waste produced at
Lafayette’s campus dining facilities
will be composted. She has also been
involved with efforts to create an
organic community garden.

The garden, which is being par-
tially funded by a grant from CGI,
completes Lafayette College’s sus-
tainable food loop, with the waste
used as compost, which will fertilize
the garden.

Christina is a 2007 graduate of
Union County Magnet High School.

EFG Plans Fifth Annual
Appreciation Dinner

GARWOOD – The Education
Foundation of Garwood (EFG), a
non-profit volunteer organization
that seeks to partner with the schools
and the community in the pursuit of
educational excellence, has set
Thursday, April 23, as its next
fundraising event.

The annual Appreciation Dinner,
which will be held at the Westwood
in Garwood, recognizes the accom-
plishments of Garwood Public
School teachers, as well as the
“Garwood People Making a Differ-
ence” award.

The “Making a Difference” award
is given annually to honor a person
from Garwood who has represented
the borough in a positive way.

The EFG will honor the recipient
of the Garwood Teacher of the Year,
Janine Koch. Mrs. Koch is a Lan-
guage Arts teacher as well as the
Basic Skills coordinator and teacher.

In addition, George Hansen and Vir-
ginia Hansen, physical education
teachers, will be recognized on their
retirement and their 62 years of col-
lective service to the Garwood Pub-
lic Schools.

This year’s “People Making a Dif-
ference Award” will be given to Anne
Leonard for her lifelong dedication
to the betterment of the community.

EFG will use the proceeds from
the Appreciation Dinner to fund grant
programs benefiting Garwood’s pub-
lic schools and provide Garwood
students scholarships awards.

Tickets for the evening, which in-
cludes a buffet dinner, beer, wine and
music are available for $40 per per-
son and are available for purchase
from the EFG Trustees or by calling
(908) 789-0331, extension 1450. The
public can also send contributions or
direct inquiries to the EFG, P.O. Box
317, Garwood, N.J. 07027.

To SAT or Not to SAT:
That is the Question

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

By ALEXA ZEPKA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It was Saturday, March 14, at 6:58 a.m.
The sun was still in the act of rising, and
a bird was happily chirping from the
branch of a distant tree. The brisk wind
zipped through the atmosphere, and the
lights of all the homes on the cul-de-sac
were turned off.

Little Johnny across the street was rest-
ing peacefully in his bed, and Mr. and
Mrs. Smith next door had still not gone
outside to retrieve their newspaper from
the driveway. While the rest of the world
was engaged in peaceful slumbers, I was
instead enraged by three tantalizing
knocks on my bedroom door.

Squinting my eyes and burying my
head beneath the covers, I let out a subtle
groan, listening in utter pain as my mother
said: “Alexa, it’s time to wake up for the
SATs.”

By some miracle, I arrived at Westfield
High School (WHS) by 7:45 a.m. with a
school identification, water bottle, graph-
ing calculator and seven freshly sharp-
ened Ticonderoga no. 2 pencils shuffling
around inside my bag as I trudged to the
rear entrance.

Frustrated, nervous and just plain tired,
I located my designated classroom on a
large sheet of paper posted outside of the
cafeteria, and bolted to room 263.

The test began at 8 a.m., but not until
four hours and 23 minutes later did I
wearily turn on my cell phone with a
throbbing head, strained eyes, growling
stomach and writer’s cramp, to call my
mom to come and save me from my
torture (and perhaps pick up a substantial
meal from Bagel Chateau on the way).

I have feared the SATS ever since I
saw the movie The Perfect Score when
I was in seventh grade, as it opened my
eyes to the immense stresses that ac-
company this colossal exam. The story
is based on six high school seniors who
break into the Princeton Testing Center
to steal the answers of the SATs in
hopes of achieving perfect scores, hence
the title.

Though to some, these three letters
may equate to being “just another test,” to
others like myself, who cannot score well
on standardized tests no matter how pas-
sionately we try, the SATs are synony-
mous to the phrase “I’m never going to
get into college.”

Therein lies the problem: why are the
SATs even necessary to determine
whether or not one is worthy of accep-
tance into a given college or university?

In one of a series of five articles exam-
ining school issues in New York and
across the United States, Matt Pacenza of
The Times Union reflects on the history of
the SAT, saying it “was born in the 1920s:
the product of a growing desire by Ameri-
can educators, led by Harvard president
James Bryant Conant, to open up their
universities to the best students across the
country.”

Mr. Conant asked the dean of Harvard
to create a program that would allow the
university to select the brightest students
from across the country. He soon met
with a Princeton psychologist named Carl

Brigham, who created a test to judge the
academic potential of students by the
Scholastic Aptitude Test, or SAT.

Mr. Brigham started administering the
SAT to test groups in 1926 and, by 1933,
stated that it foresaw academic success.
Despite the fact that Mr. Brigham’s idea
may have been revolutionary for the 1920s
and 1930s, with the progression of time,
it becomes clearer to see that someone’s
intelligence cannot be measured in the
form of a standardized test.

There are other factors that should be
weighted more heavily on one’s tran-
script such as academic GPA, extra-cur-
ricular activities, community involve-
ment, and personal achievements. It is
unfair that intelligent students who are
not gifted test-takers have to suffer the
anguish of being rejected from the uni-
versities of their choice because of sub-
par SAT scores.

Even though they are not the only fac-
tors admissions offices consider when
denying or accepting students, SAT scores
are indeed vital components of one’s ap-
plication when they should not even be a
part of it.

Most ridiculous of all is the extent of
preparation many high school juniors
endure before challenging the SAT. Be-
ginning in January and concluding in
March, I took a SAT-prep course every
Sunday afternoon that lasted for three-
and-a-half unbearable hours and even
included lengthy homework assignments
and DVDs.

I will never forget the looks on my
peers’ faces as they stared at the clock
during our succinct break times, longing
for freedom. Almost worse were the top-
ics of discussion among my friends and I
during this preparation period before the
exam.

Though it was relieving to know I was
in the same boat as almost everyone else
in regard to SAT-preparation class, I
was ready to change my name to SAT, as
that was the only term I seemed to be
hearing.

Countless times, I asked my mom what
the point of me taking a SAT-preparation
class was, for I knew that no matter how
rigorously I studied, I would never achieve
a noteworthy score. We both despon-
dently realized that the numerous hours
of preparation were crucial, for though
unfair and erroneous, the SATs would be
used to show colleges the extent of my
“knowledge.”

Speaking from experience, I can hon-
estly conclude that the best synonym for
junior year is the noun: stress. With the
JRP, AP exams, SAT I, SAT II and col-
lege applications constantly on our minds,
high school juniors are likely among the
most stressed out people the world will
ever meet.

So let us worry about our JRPs, kick
ourselves for taking an AP course while
studying for the exam, ponder various
college options and just stop there. Do not
tell us that our intelligence is going to be
quantified in four and a half hours on a 10-
section exam. We can do without that
stress. Really.

Alexa is a junior at WHS.

Westfield Area YWestfield Area YWestfield Area YWestfield Area Y    
    Summer Camp Summer Camp Summer Camp Summer Camp 

2009200920092009 
One week or entire summer for  

campers 3-15.  

♦ Traditional and Specialty Camps 

♦ Half Day or Full Day  

♦ Before and After Camp Care  

♦ Diverse camp options with  

convenient times 

♦ Weekly Trips 

♦ Highly trained CPR & First Aid  

certified counselors. EMT on staff. 

♦ Fun, age-appropriate activities  

promoting teamwork, self-esteem, 

leadership and development. 

Westfield Area Y  
220 Clark Street  

Robert & Virginia Bauer  

Family Branch 

422 East Broad Street 

Westfield, NJ 07090 * 908-233-2700 

* www.westfieldynj.org 

Financial Assistance Available 

 

Join us on April 18th for 

Healthy Kids Day from 

 1-4 pm at the Main Y 
Facility for a fun-filled 

afternoon of FREE family 

activities! Register for 
camp at Healthy Kids Day 
and receive 5% off any 
week of camp and be 

entered into a drawing to 
win a FREE week of  

Traditional 

Day Camp 
valued at up 
to $268! 

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Bring 

Your Family 

to Meet

Our Family!
1-888-THE CAMP

www.campriverbend.com
116 Hillcrest Road, Warren Township, NJ 07059

CAMP 
RIVERBEND

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, April 25

11am - 2pm
(Rain Date Sunday, April 26)

GAMES...CRAFTS...BBQ LUNCH

FUN FOR ALL!

A DAY CAMP FOR BOYS 
AND GIRLS AGES 4-14

RSVP Required

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

¡OLÉ!…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School students help Evergreen students
“check in” to their simulated flight to
Mexico.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

We’re proud to welcome 
William D. Ard, Senior Vice President–Investments  
and 
Roxanne Ricca, Financial Advisor 
to Smith Barney

Investing has as much to do with the 
quality of the relationship with your 
Financial Advisor as it does with the 
quality of your portfolio. At Smith 
Barney, we’re proud of our  dedicated 
Financial Advisors, who take great care 
in learning your objectives and working 
closely with you to help you achieve 
your goals. Please contact us for any 
financial needs you may have.

140 Central Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090 
(908) 232-2686 
william.d.ard@smithbarney.com 
roxanne.ricca@smithbarney.com

INVESTMENT PRODUCTS: NOT FDIC INSURED. NO BANK GUARANTEE.  
MAY LOSE VALUE
© 2009 Citigroup Global Markets Inc. Member SIPC. Securities are offered through Citigroup Global Markets 
Inc. Smith Barney is a division and service mark of Citigroup Global Markets Inc. and its affiliates and is used 
and registered throughout the world. Citi and Citi with Arc Design are trademarks and service marks of Citigroup 
Inc. and its affiliates, and are used and registered throughout the world. Working WealthSM is a service mark of 
Citigroup Global Markets Inc. Citigroup Global Markets Inc. and Citibank are affiliated companies under the 
common control of Citigroup Inc.
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THOMPSON, LEPPESCU, CHU SELECTED CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Net Boys See Fine
Season with 5 UCT Champs

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Next year should be nothing more
than repositioning the ammunition,”
Westfield High School boys tennis
Head Coach George Kapner said af-
ter his 2008 team, that swept the
Union County Tournament (UCT) and
was ranked No. 1 all season until
being defeated, 3-2, by Delbarton in
the Tournament of Champions (TOC),
finished with a 31-1 record. Although
graduating several superb players, five
players, who hold UCT titles, return
to mix in with a wealth of very tal-
ented players.

One of those very talented players,
junior Adam Reich, has catapulted
past all five UCT champs, who have
amassed 11 UCT titles among them-
selves, to claim the first singles posi-
tion.

“Adam has not lost a set in all of his
challenge matches,” coach Kapner
said.

Senior tri-captain Dean Thompson,
who has won three UCT titles – third
singles in 2006, first doubles in 2007
and second singles in 2008 – has
claimed the second singles position

at this point in the season but senior
tri-captain Greg Leppescu, who, “in-
jured himself and has not lost a match,”
according to Kapner will still have a
chance to challenge for a singles po-
sition.

However, Kapner pointed out that,
“Adam and Dean will remain singles
(players) no matter what.”

Thompson also made it to the
“Sweet 16” at the NJSIAA singles
tournament last year and Leppescu
won the UCT third singles titles the
past two years but, at this point, jun-
ior Justin Snyder, a UCT second
doubles champ in 2007 and UCT and
NJSIAA state champ at first doubles
last year, occupies the third singles
position.

“If Greg gets in, Justin will go to
doubles. Greg could go higher. They
all know he’s coming,” Kapner said.

Juniors Graeme Stahl and Scott
Bernstein, who had a 10-0 varsity
record last year, are positioned at first
doubles. Stahl was a UCT second
doubles champ in 2007. Senior tri-
captain James Chu will team up with
his sophomore brother Alan at sec-
ond doubles. James will be seeking

his fourth UCT title, since he won at
second singles in 2006 and 2007, and
at second doubles last year.

But senior Mike Abbattista, who
also has been out with an injury, could
possibly shake up the lineup when he
returns and sophomore Tom
Kowalski, “will get a lot of playing
time. He may get individual singles
time,” Kapner said.

With all this wealth of talent, how-
ever, no individual has stood out like
Kevin Shallcross, who graduated last
year.

“I am real happy with this team. We
don’t have a top-notched number 200
in the country like Kevin. Kevin was
the best tennis player I have coached
but our second, third, fourth and fifth
players are not much different than
Adam (Reich),” said Kapner, who
added, “This team is very good but
we don’t yet know how good the
competition is. One thing I can tell
you is we will have a lot of fun.”

Mother nature put a damper into
the Blue Devils’ first few matches,
but weather permitting, they will host
Cranford on Monday, April 13, at 4
p.m.

Weather Dampens High School Sports

Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-5150

“We Service Our Clients.”
Our 68th Year

A Family Institution Providing

Multiple Lines Of Insurance.

Specializing in:

AUTO / HOME / BUSINESS

www.puglisi-insurance.com

Peerless - Travelers of NJ

Selective - Progressive

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SEEKING A FOURTH UNION COUNTY TITLE…Blue Devil Dean Thompson will seek his fourth Union County boys
tennis title. Thompson won at third singles in 2006, first doubles in 2007 and second singles in 2008.

HEWETT NETS THREE GOALS, HELFAND GETS TWO

ALJ Crusader Boys Hold Off
Blue Devils, 7-5, in Lacrosse

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A five-point surge in the first quar-
ter gave the A.L. Johnson High School
boys lacrosse team just enough for-
ward flow to hold off the Westfield
Blue Devils, 7-5, in Clark on April 6.
After being caught off-guard in the
first quarter, the Blue Devil defense
tightened up to shut out the 1-2 Cru-

saders in two of the remaining three
quarters.

Blue Devil senior goalie Kyle
Wright made 12 saves, eight in the

first half. Crusader scoring star Scott
Klimchak netted the first two goals
within three minutes, forcing the
stunned Blue Devil defense to key on
him. Teammates Brian McGill and
Nick Villaverde slipped in the next
two goals before Blue Devil junior
midfielder Connor Hewett broke the
string with a goal, assisted by Colin
Fitzhenry. Villaverde added his sec-

ond goal to give the Crusaders a 5-1
lead. From that point, only Klimchak,
who finished with four goals and an
assist, scored a pair of goals in the

third quarter.
“With the addition of (assistant)

coach (Pat) Touhy, I think our de-
fense is going to be good. He has a
tremendous defensive mind,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Marc Silbergeld
said. “We have a lot of depth and we
have a lot of talent on defense with
great senior leadership in goal with
Kyle Wright and Chris Rhodes. We

just had to tighten up a little today. We
gave up five goals in the first quarter
and only two after that.”

The 0-3 Blue Devils out-shot the
Crusaders, especially in the third quar-
ter, but goalie Chris Villaverde, who
finished with 22 saves, made several
crucial stops to keep ALJ in the lead.

“You got to make plays. Their kid
came up big and made some saves at
the right time and kept them in the
game. This game could have gone
either way,” coach Silbergeld said.

Junior Zach Helfand scored the
only goal in the second quarter then
added the Blue Devils next goal, on
an assist from John Bohlinger, in the
third quarter.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Competition is definitely on the
menu for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School golf team this season
and the main courses will be show-
downs with powers like St. Peter’s
Prep, Hunterdon Central, Princeton,

Millburn and, of course, rival
Westfield.

Two years ago, the Raiders cap-
tured the Watchung Conference Tour-
nament A Division and Union County
Tournament crowns but came in sec-
ond last year to Westfield in both

David B. Corbin (May 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAIDER CAPTAIN…Senior Austin Pfundheller has been selected to be the
Raider golf team captain.

PFUNDHELLER NAMED CAPTAIN

Raider Golfers Face
Challenging Schedule

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING INTO THE DIRTY WORK…Blue Devil junior Zach Helfand, No. 4, has not been afraid to do the dirty work
of scooping ground balls, hustling and making picks. He also scored two goals againsth the Crusaders.

© 2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.   An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

411 Harrison Avenue, Westfield $819,000
Updated 11 rm., 5BR, 2.1 bath C/H Colonial w/Formal LR & DR; FR w/fplc;
EIK; service area w/laundry & powder rm; screened porch; rec.rm.; CAC; Prof.
landscaped yard w/private, level & deep back yard; 2 car att. Garage. Convenient
to Mindowaskin Park, downtown Westfield, and schools.

336 Orenda Circle, Westfield $1,950,000
Spectacular 10 rm., 5 BR, 4.1 bath 4,500 sq. ft. CH Colonial TBB on .89 acre
private lot w/1st flr. guest suite; gourmet kit. w/separate bfast room; butler’s
pantry; a FDR; LR w/fplc.; FR w/fplc.; mud rm.; Luxurious MBR Retreat. 3-car
attached garage. Build to suit option also available. Call for details!

Custom Built quality colonial offers spacious rooms with a flexible floor plan;
5 Bedrms., incld. 1st fl. Master suite; LR w/fpl., FDR, Library, Fam. Rm.
overlooking large lot backing up to woods, EIK, lovely foyer w/powder rm.
Second fl. offers 4 Bedrms., 3 baths,  incld. a 2nd potential master bedroom.
Plenty of closet and storage space thru-out.

721 Scotch Plains Avenue $859,000

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2008
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006  Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com
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Crusaders Hold Off
Blue Devil Laxers

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss

WWWWWalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Laneaneaneaneane

RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com.
Click archives

April 6, 2006: For several months,
there has been widespread specula-
tion as to who was going to be the
next Westfield High School football
Head Coach and it had been rumored
that Jim DeSarno, the five-year head
coach at Kinnelon High School, has
been the chosen one. Well! The ru-
mors have become a reality.

April 6, 2005: The Raider baseball
team erupted for eight runs in the
second inning and continued tram-
pling the plate to jolt Linden, 18-8, in
five innings in Scotch Plains. Matt
Scibek (2-for-4, 3 runs scored, 3 RBI)
got the momentum rolling with a
three-run homer over the centerfield
fence in the second inning. Leadoff
batter Kyle Gates went 3-for-3 with
three runs scored and three RBI.

April 10, 2004: Another Blue Devil
girls’ track and field record was bro-
ken when the Blue Devils’ sprint
medley relay team captured first at
the Raider Relays in Hillsborough.
Emily MacNeil (with a 2:15.5 split),
Annie Onishi, Jennell Carter and
Ja’net Tiller crossed first in a time of
4:12.3 to break the previous record of
4:14.1 set in 1997 by Tiffany Hester,
Becky Hamilton, Suzy Kozub and
Megan Shutts at the Union County
Relays.

April 9, 2002: The Raider boys
and girls track & field teams topped
rival Westfield in Scotch Plains. The
boys prevailed, 75-56 and the girls
won 69-53. Raider Ray Williams
placed first in all four of his events –
100 meters (10.3), 200 meters (21.2),
400 meters (47.3) and the long jump
with a leap of 20’8.75”. Jayme Ferraro
placed first in all four of her events –
100 hurdles (15.7), 400 intermediate
hurdles (1:05.9), 200 meters 26.0 and
the high jump with a height of 5’0”.

April 10, 2001: Caitlin MacDonald
struck out four, scattered eight hits
and walked two in addition to whack-
ing a triple, slapping a single and
scoring a run to lead the Blue Devil

softball team to a 3-2 victory over
Old Bridge in Westfield.

April 6, 1999: Senior Allison
Checchio captured first in three field
events and placed third in another as
the Blue Devil girls track and field
team breezed past Cranford, 86-35,
in their season opener in Westfield.
Checchio won the javelin, the discus
and the shot put.

(Note: This is the fifth in a six-part
series of the Most Memorable Mo-
ments of WHS sports history that the
author has personally attended.)

If you love baseball, real baseball,
tough, hard-nosed, “inside” baseball,
then Westfield was the place to be in
the mid-1960s. With Norm (Capt.
Nemo) Koury coaching the high
school, Robert Turner in charge of
the Merchants semipro team, Al
Moeller running the American Le-
gion team, and an amazing group of
talent pumping through the youth
programs, it was a truly golden pe-
riod of America’s pastime in the Old
Towne.

Pitchers? Jim Smith, Marty and
Jim Howarth, Dennis Burke, Bill
Richold, Greg Chlan, Don Anderson,
Frank Tokash and John Bednarz.

Catchers? Dick Myers, Charley
Widmer, Jeff Bauer, Ed Down, Bob
Brewster and Rick Thorne.

Infielders? Don Tokash, Richie
Barnett, Joe Wiendl, Dwight Davies,
Billy Myers, Mike Mease, Rick
James, Chuck Hood, Rich Papaccio
and Jim Ohaus.

First basemen? Jerry Post, Dave
Thompson, Charlie Mason, Ken Brix
and Kenny Stith.

Outfielders? Dwight Winn, Nick
Piscopo, Rob Schram, Eddie Thorne,
Cliff Zackey, Roger Doyle, Bobby
Flynn, Tom Hood, Guy Mulford and
Fred Byrne.

Who needed the Yankees or the
Mets? There was plenty of great base-
ball games to watch in town. And
some of the best happened in the
Greater Newark Tournament. Back

Most Memorable Moment
No. 2: June 4, 1966

200th Devil’s Den
Party Tonight

At Jolly Trolley

then, the “Greater Newark” tourney
basically included the entire state,
and was almost a Tournament of
Champions, with schools large and
small, public and parochial all mixed
together in a May-June Madness tour-
nament. Some teams, including WHS,
would skip the state tournament to
concentrate on the GNT.

Which, of course, brings us to this
week’s Most Memorable Moment No.
2, the 1966 GNT semifinals. But it’d
be tough to talk about the ’66 final
without a little about the ’65 GNT. On
June 5, 1965, WHS and Chlan took
on Union and Al Santorini in the
semifinals. This might have been as
good as it will ever get, as far as high
school pitching matchups. Chlan was
Koury’s workhorse, while Santorini
came into the game with a 20-0 career
record (he had lost twice to Chlan the
previous summer in American Le-
gion games).

WHS won 2-1 in 12 innings. Chlan
pitched all 12 innings, of course, giv-
ing up 12 hits, walking seven and
striking out 13 (thankfully, nobody
worried about pitch counts back then).

Santorini pitched into the 10th when
he was replaced by Jeff Dropkin. WHS
tied the game at 1 in the seventh. Stith
walked, Mease singled and, after a
double steal and a strikeout, Santorini
hit Bauer with an 0-2 pitch to load the
bases. Chlan then worked out a walk
to force in the tying run. With one out
in the 12th, Flynn walked, moved up
on a sac-bunt by James, took third on

a wild pitch and scored on Chuck
Hood’s single.

The following week, WHS and
Chlan lost to Parsippany, 5-3, in the
final at Newark’s fabled School Sta-
dium, a 40-year-old football stadium
with concrete bleachers and very
weird dimensions. Joe (The Mail-
man) Wheatley and I sat in the sunny
leftfield bleachers. Parsippany used
two hits, two errors and a home run by
future Yankee draft pick Larry Pyle
(future Pirate Richie Zisk was also on
the team) to score four in the fifth.
Flynn’s two-run double kept WHS in
the game, but Hal Burke shut down
WHS the rest of the way.

Fast-forward 357 days to Saturday,
June 4, 1966, at Verona High School.
It was a shame the WHS-Parsippany
rematch was only a GNT semifinal,
because it had everything. Two leg-
endary coaches: Koury and Jack Mott.
Two unbeaten pitchers: Anderson (10-
0) and Pyle (11-0). Parsippany was
22-0 (and 41-1 over the past two
years) and still featured Zisk and Pyle.

A week earlier, Anderson struck
out 16 in an 8-2 GNT quarterfinal win
over Newark East Side and unbeaten
Richie Stolivchak at Newark’s Me-
morial Stadium. That game featured
a “double suey” bunt by Tom Hood
that scored Flynn and Stith. Ander-
son was on his way to a 12-1 spring,
with 134 strikeouts in 103 2-3 in-
nings, along with four shutouts and
11 complete games in 12 starts.

His batterymate was “Animal Ed”
Down, who urban legend says once
showed up at Washington School
during a Whiffle ball game, walked to
the plate, hit the first pitch over the
short centerfield fence and returned
to his car – without running the bases
– as the players all chanted, “Animal
… Animal … ”

Down had been mostly a third
baseman before the ’66 season. In
fact, he hadn’t caught since he was in
little league. “Me and Freddy (Byrne)
were on the same team back then,” he
said, “and we both caught each other
because we both threw too hard for
anybody else to catch us.”

Before the ’66 season, Koury called
his team captain in for a meeting.

“Mr. Koury asked me about switch-
ing to catcher, and I said, ‘Sure.’ ”
Down said. “We had a really good
team (22-4), and we played a lot of
what they called small ball. Lots of
bunting, stealing ... I think we were
successful with something like 22 out
of 23 suicide squeezes that year. We
even used to practice a triple suey … in
case we had Bobby (Flynn) on first, or
maybe Stith, or one of the Hoods.”

Down now lives in Charlotte, N.C.
– where former WHS athletes Bob
Bell, Dean Boylan, Garth Burrill, John
Cacchione, Jackie and Jill Cardillo,
Ted Danser, Neil Glenn, Tom Mas-
ters and Stu McCracken also live –
and works for Colonial Oil. Recently
he was talking to a friend who sells
Toyotas and had just sold one to a guy
named “Rich James.” Making a quick
phone call to check, Down found out
that it was indeed the same Rick James
who played third base for WHS back
in 1965 and ’66. “And you know the
first thing he tells me when I called
him? He says, ‘You know Ed, I still
don’t think that guy from Parsippany
scored,’ ” Down said.

WHS broke a scoreless tie in the
seventh when Tom Hood singled,
moved up on Guy Mulford’s sac-
bunt, took third on a wild pitch and
scored on a single to right by Down.

Anderson, who later pitched at the

University of Massachusetts and now
lives in Coventry, Conn., took a two-
hitter and the 1-0 lead into the bottom
of the ninth. After a walk to Zisk
leading off, Big D hit Mark
Vanderwater. On a bunt by Larry
Wayne, Anderson fielded the ball and
looked to third, but James had come
in to field the bunt, and all runners
were safe. Jeff Tapkas went in to run
for Vanderwater.

“I think I had a full count on the
next batter (Tom Maxwell) and I threw
what was left of my fastball, “Ander-
son said last week. “I saw the batter
square to bunt and peripherally I saw
the runner on third break for home.
The pitch would have been a ball
(inside) had he taken it, but he laid
down a good bunt. I couldn’t get the
runner at the plate so I threw to Chuck
covering first.”

Tapkas never slowed down as he
rounded third and headed for home.
Hood threw to Down, and there was a
huge collision up the third-base line.
Down held up the ball to show the
umpire he hadn’t dropped it, while
Tapkas crawled over him toward the
plate. Umpire Frank Greco signaled
“safe.” Game over. Parsippany 2,
WHS 1.

“Eddie was blocking home plate
on his knees. He caught the ball and
wham! He’s clocked by the runner
coming home, spikes neck high, ob-
viously trying to do damage,” Ander-
son said. “Miraculously, Eddie held
on to the ball but the ump called the
runner safe, claiming Eddie never
tagged him. How he could say that
still baffles me. I didn’t see if Eddie
tagged him, but the ball arrived be-
fore the runner, Eddie had the plate
blocked and there was a massive col-
lision, with Eddie holding on to the
ball. How the umpire could call him
safe was a complete travesty.”

An irate Koury wasted no time
getting after Greco.

“I’ve never been so furious,” Koury
said at the time. “I think the umpire
was out of position. It will be a long
time before I get over a call like that.”

As far as “the play,” Down had this
to say:

“First, it’s pretty ironic that we
would lose on a double suey, because
that’s what we were known for. Chuck
threw me a screwball that worked its
way up the third-base line. You’re
taught to catch the ball first, and that’s
what I did. Then there was a collision.
And you know what? I’m not sure I
ever tagged him. I’ve seen a picture of
the play in the paper, and I’m just not
sure if I did tag him.

“I know Mr. Koury thought I did,
because he went crazy.”

In my wild memory, I can still see
Koury, with a bat in his hand, chasing
Greco down Sampson Drive. But who
knows? It’s been 43 years.

“Man, that was a long time ago, a
long time ago,” Down said.

DEN TURNS 200
Got a WHS sport-related trivia

question? Or just want to talk about
the Blue Devils (or Raiders or Cou-
gars)? Come to the Jolly Trolley to-
night at 7 and celebrate the 200th
Devil’s Den.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
With everything rained out last

week, the Devil of the Week will
return next week.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

Steve Kim (April 3, 2002 archives) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DELIVERING THE 2-RUN BOMB...Blair Richardson crushes a two-run homer
over the 380-foot mark for the Blue Devils against M. X. Shabazz.
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Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated  

 

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
 

#1 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ BUYER CONTROLLED SALES 2007 & 2008   
#2 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ OVERALL PRODUCTION 2007 & 2008 

 NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2007 & 2008   

Coldwell Banker 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090   

224 SINCLAIR PLACE, WESTFIELD 
 

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 
 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.  

  
Extensively renovated Victorian w/front and rear porches boasts stunning architectural design & 
quality craftsmanship, combined with modern amenities and completed by a deep, fenced yard. 
In pristine condition, the bright & sunny rooms include a grand Foyer, gourmet EIK, adjacent 
Family Room with Cathedral ceiling, Master Bedroom Suite and more!       
        Offered for $945,000 

“He came up real big today. Al-
most had a couple nice assists! This
is only Zach’s third year of playing
lacrosse. He played baseball his
freshman year and that summer he
decided to play lacrosse. He is one of
those kids that every coach wishes to
have on their team. He does all the
dirty work, all the ground balls, the
hustle, the picks, everything else.
I’m glad that he’s able to get a couple
of goals to reward his hard work,”
coach Silbergeld said.

Hewett pulled off a spectacular play
when he received a pass at midfield,
sprinted down the middle and stuffed
the net with only three seconds left in
the third quarter to make the score, 7-
4. Hewett, who finished with three
goals and an assist, came up with
another heads-up play in the fourth
quarter when he scooped up a loose
ball to the right of the Crusader net
and flicked it in for the final goal with
7:45 remaining.

“Connor is a special kind of player.
He and Sean Scrudato at the midfield
really have raised their level of play
and really set the standard for the rest
of the team to work as hard as they
work. Neither ever quits from open-
ing whistle till the end of the game,”
said coach Silbergeld. “I’m proud of
the guys. They really fought hard.
Hopefully, the tide will turn for us
and we will start getting some wins.”
Westfield 1 1 2 1 5
AL Johnson 5 0 2 0 7

Courtesy of Bill Howard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A FOUR-BAGGER…Westfield Blue Devil junior midfielder Connor
Hewett finishes off one of his four goals in the lacrosse game at Ridge High School.
Westfield kept the game within a goal midway through the third period, 8-7,
before the Ridge Red Devils pulled away for a 16-8 victory, dropping the Westfield
varsity to 0-2.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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SPF Raider Golfers Will Face
A Very Challenging Schedule

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

This Is Westfield 200937th Annual Edition

Coming in May – Make your advertising reservations now – (908) 232-4407 – sales@goleader.com – Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

Mudturtles Rip St. Peter’s,
Corral Long Island Colts

The Union County Rugby Football
Club (UCRFC) U19 boys’ and U19
girls’ rugby teams continued their
winning ways this past week as the
boys ripped St. Peter’s Prep, 67-5,
and corralled the Long Island Colts,
43-5, to remain in first place in the
METNY RFU U19 Boys League and
the girls defeated East Islip, 25-0.

The Jr. Mudturtle U19 boys played
a rare midweek non-league game
against St. Peter’s Prep on April 2 at
Unami Park in Garwood. Once again,
Camaran Burke (4 trys) and Chris
Sheehan (4 trys) led the Mudturtle
scorers. Brett Defazio tallied two trys,
while Brandon Dietz and Mike
Sheehan each added one. Connor
Leahey rounded out the scoring with
six conversions.

In the B-side game, the Jr
Mudturtles also beat St Peter’s Prep,
17-3. Mudturtles Jorge Cuisana,
Mitch Young and Nick DeFreitas
scored trys and David Rendon nailed

a conversion.
On April 5, the Jr. Mudturtles trav-

eled to Long Island to take on the
Long Island Colts in a league game.
UCRFC struggled at times against
the scrappy Long Islanders. Chris
Sheehan scored three trys. Burke and
Dietz each had a pair of trys. Leahey
converted four of the seven trys for a
total of eight points. The “Bs” won a
physical match over Long Island’s
“Bs”, 10-5. Mudturtles Chris Jacob
and Brett DeNicola each scored a try.

The UCRFC U19 girls jumped into
second place in the METNY RFU
U19 Girls League with the triumph
over the East Islip U19 girls. Marissa
Curti powered over for three trys,
while Julia Watkins and Jemma Ur-
ban each had one try. The Lady
Mudturtles are one win away from a
trip to the Northeast Championships.
That game will happen later in April
when they take on traditional rivals,
Morris U19 girls.

TAKING THE LINEOUT…U19 Mudturtle Chris Fantini grabs the lineout in a
game against Long Island.

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!

Frank D. Isoldi
Sales Associate

Virginia Garcia
Sales Associate

Maryalice Ryan
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD $2,179,000
Breathtaking one of a kind property. 14 rooms,
5 bedrooms, 4 full, 2 half Baths, great room, 3
stone fireplaces, library & more. MLS 2656124

WESTFIELD $1,999,000
Custom built on 1/2 acre on private lane. HW
flrs, custom moldings and great att. to detail.
Fin. bsmt, 3 car garage. MLS 2538079

WESTFIELD $1,059,000
Great new Mahoney home with open floor
plan close to Franklin School. Quality appoint-
ments thru-out. MLS 2603968

WESTFIELD $1,049,000
4 Bedroom, 3.1 Bath CHC on 1/3 acre lot locat-
ed in one of Wsfd's most desirable neighbor-
hoods-prestigious Wychwood. MLS 2661995

WESTFIELD $919,900
Spacious frt porch Col., w/open flr plan, LR,
FDR, gourmet kit open to FR w/fplc. Close to
schools, town & NYC train. MLS 2624981

WESTFIELD $899,900
Wonderful open frnt porch Col on 300’ deep
lot w/3car gar. Beautifully apptd thru-out
w/many modern amenities. MLS 2629479

WESTFIELD $819,000
Spacious & updtd 11rm, 5 Bedroom, 2.1 Bath
CHC w/scr prch, prof lndscpd w/deep bkyd &
2 car att gar. MLS 2663087

WESTFIELD $799,900
Stately & spacious 6 Bedroom, 3.1 Bath CHC
w/grand sized rms & many updts incl Kit, baths,
CAC & more. MLS 2664337

WESTFIELD $769,900
Beautifully appointed & light-filled elegant Col
built in 2003. 4 or 5 BRs, many amenities. Close
to town center. MLS 2662994

WESTFIELD $659,000
Pristine Col, HWF, custom cherry Kit, LR
w/fp/FDR, den w/blt-ins, 3 Bedrooms, 2 full
Baths, tiered deck. MLS 2665086

WESTFIELD $629,000
New & improved, open flr plan, updated bath,
kit. & Calif. clsts, fin bsmnt, new french doors
open to new slate patio. MLS 2665395

WESTFIELD $424,900
Move right into this 3 Bedroom, 2 full Bath
Cape. Recent updates; both bths, furnance and
walkway. Cls to school. MLS 2666179

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416

ColdwellBankerMoves.com

PUSAR SELECTED TEAM CAPTAIN

Blue Devils Will Field
Very Young Golf Team

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defending the Watchung Confer-
ence, Union County and North Jer-
sey, Section 1-2, Group 4 titles will
be more of a challenge to this year’s
Westfield High School golf team. The
Blue Devils have graduated several
of their golfers, who placed in the top
10 in those tournaments, and return
only three who did place.

Last year, the Blue Devils out-shot
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 314-347, at
the par 71 Shackamaxon Golf & Coun-
try Club in Scotch Plains to regain the
Watchung Conference Tournament
(WCT) A Division title. A few weeks

later, they dethroned the Raiders, 320-
339, to regain the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) title. On May 12, 2008,
the Blue Devils out-shot Hunterdon
Central by two strokes to successfully
defend its sectional title at Alpine
Country Club in Demarest.

Senior captain Dave Pusar, last year,
finished fourth in the WCT and fin-
ished in the top-10 at the UCT, and
looks to be one of the Blue Devils’ top
five this season. Last year, Brandon
Molson, now a sophomore, placed
third at the WCT and, recently, he
turned in the lowest qualifying score
of 225 in Blue Devil Head Coach
John Turnbull’s tenure.

Juniors Kevin Russell and Dave
Athenson are the Blue Devils’ No. 3
and 4 men. Last year, Athenson fin-
ished sixth in the WCT. Freshman Ned
Allen had the fifth-best qualifying round
this season. Juniors Max St. Lifer and
Mike Fietkiewicz, senior Chuck Laird,
freshman Brennen Haley and juniors
John Taylor and Chris Dunstan, respec-
tively, qualified 6th through 11th

“Brandon Molson had a great try-

out. He is our top golfer going into
the season,” coach Turnbull said. “We
have a very young team. I am very
happy to have two freshmen on var-
sity.”

Sean Elliott, who won the WCT
individual title and placed sixth in the
UCT as a freshman last year, is now
at the prestigious Hank Haney Golf
Academy in Hilton Head, S.C.

Westfield will be looking forward
to testing its skill at the Blue Devil
Invitational at Echo Lake Country
Club on Monday, on April 13. Eight
of the state’s best teams, including a
hungry Hunterdon Central, will be
vying for the title.

David B. Corbin (May 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL CAPTAIN…Senior Dave Pusar has been named as the Blue Devil
golf team captain this season.

tournaments. The Raiders finished
13-6 and their top golfer was Brian
Pak, who has since graduated.

Senior Austin Pfundheller, who will
attend Brown University in the fall,
has been named team captain this
year and, “We expect him to be one of
the better golfers around,” Raider
Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli said.

Senior Steve Pak, “should be solid
with us,” and senior Kyle Brennan,
who, according to coach Ciccotelli,
“Was playing in our fifth spot, shot
the lowest rounds in our first two
matches. He was a pleasant surprise.”

This season the Raiders defeated
Linden, 153-212, and Union, 153-
202, and Brennan shot a 36 and 38,
respectively, in their first two matches.

Seniors Colin Grimm and Ann Fiedler
and sophomores Ryan Laguana, Nowell
Whitehouse, James Leitner and John
Foti, a transfer from St. Joseph, make
up the remainder of the varsity.

“He is a talented golfer. He has a
good swing. He hits the ball well and
his scores show that,” Ciccotelli said
of Foti.

As to this season’s outlook,

Ciccotelli said, “We have a challeng-
ing schedule. Golf is a funny game. I
think we can do well but, knowing
golf like I do, one day you can do well
and the next you could do poorly.”

The Raiders were scheduled to host
St. Peter’s Prep on April 7 and Union
Catholic on April 8. They will travel
to Hunterdon Central today, April 9,
then they will travel to face Bishop
Ahr on Monday, April 13, and Gover-
nor Livingston on April 14.

REMAINING SCHEDULE:
04/15 David Brearley Home 3:30PM
04/16 J. P. Stevens Home 3:30PM
04/20 Princeton Away 3:30PM
04/21 Millburn Home 3:30PM
04/22 Hudson Cath. Home 3:30PM
04/23 Watchung Conference 1:00PM
04/27 St. Benedict’s Home 3:30PM
04/28 Elizabeth Home 3:00PM
04/29 Oratory Prep Away 3:30PM
04/30 Summit Home 3:30PM
05/04 Delbarton Away 3:30PM
05/05 Westfield Home 3:30PM
05/06 East Side Home 3:30PM
05/07 Counties Away 1:00PM
05/11 Sections Away TBA
05/13 South Away 3:30PM
05/14 A. L. Johnson Away 3:30PM
05/18 Tournament of Champions
05/20 Union Away 3:30PM
05/21 Millburn Away 3:30PM

Courtesy of Bill Howard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIRST GAME, FIRST GOAL FOR SPF LAXERS…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
lacrosse players, white jerseys, celebrate the first goal in their first-ever high
school lacrosse game on April 4 against the visiting Westfield JVs. The Raiders
starts with a JV schedule this year before moving to varsity play. Westfield rolled
to a 13-1 victory and improved its JV record to 2-1 under new coach Matt Varhley.

ENJOYING THE BANQUET…Blue Devil girls basketball tri-captains Tara
Handza, left, Charlotte O’Leary, center, and Keri Pringle celebrated the season
at the banquet held at the Gran Centurions in Clark on March 26. The varsity
team finished with a 15-10 record and won the Watchung Conference Champion-
ship for the first time ever with a 7-1 record.

Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker, Office: (908) 233-5900 | Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor, Cell: (908) 413-0040

www.TheSavannahWestfield.com

Open House!
Saturday, April 11th, 1pm - 4pm
The Savannah in Downtown Westfield,
111 Prospect Street, Westfield, NJ

New Exciting Pricing on select condominiums.g g

Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference to the offering plan which will be furnished by a
developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to change. Not an offer where prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus
for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change without notice.

Residents at the Savannah enjoy concierge service, secured entry,
an elegant lobby, a community room with a prep kitchen for catered parties, elevators

to each f loor and two underground parking spaces per unit.

Luxury Condominium Residences For Those 55-plus

in the Heart of Downtown Westfield
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STATE CHAMPS…The Surgent’s Elite Level 5 boys gymnastics team won the
team title at the NJ State Championships for the second straight year on March
21. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Luke Ertman, Randy Fisher, Eric Ellner,
Michael Patasso, Nick Chermak, Brian Nigro and Will Garbarini; middle row,
Luis Muller, Matthew Viscido, Henry Schwartz, Brendan Kropp, David Bausmith,
Matthew Crowley and Nick Guancione; back row, Coach Edison Vernaza,
Matthew Dlugosz, Marc Milone, Jacob Wyrzuc, Andrew Ellner, Thomas Walsh,
Brady Siegel, Shakir Phillippe and Ethan Otis. Not Pictured: Coach Amiel Rivera
and Andrew Caffrey.

Hillary Klimowicz Nominated
For Div. 3 Athlete of Year

EWING – The Board of the Colle-
giate Women’s Sports Awards has
announced The College of New
Jersey’s Hillary Klimowicz of Scotch
Plains has been nominated as a candi-
date for the 2008-2009 Division III
Athlete of the Year representing bas-
ketball. The ballot listing the 11 sport
winners will determine The Division
III Athlete of the Year. The presenta-
tion of this award will be made at a
press conference on June 22 at Co-
lumbia University, New York City.

Klimowicz has already been named
the 2009 Women’s Basketball
Coaches’ Association Player of the
Year. Klimowicz was also selected to
the 2009 State Farm Coaches’ All-
America Basketball First Team. At
the 2009 NCAA Division III Final
Four, she was named to the All-Tour-
nament Team. Klimowicz’s first post-
season award came when she was
tabbed as the 2009 New Jersey Ath-
letic Conference Player of the Year,
marking the second straight year she
has earned that honor.

Klimowicz was also named All-
NJAC First Team for the third straight
season. She was also a finalist for the
2009 Jostens Trophy, as the top player
in Division III. Additionally, she was
selected as the 2009 ECAC Metro
Player of the Year and an ECAC Metro
First-Team honoree.

The center reeled in several other
honors being selected as the
d3hoops.com Player of the Year and
earned a spot on their 2009 Women’s
All-American First Team. Addition-
ally, she was also tabbed as the
website’s Atlantic Region Player of
the Year and All-Atlantic First Team.

Klimowicz led the team and NJAC
in a host of categories averaging 20.2
points, 10.8 rebounds, 67.1 field-goal
percentage, and 119 blocked shots.
The center also led all players in
Division III in field-goal percentage
and ranked third in blocked shots per
game at 4.1. She also collected 14
double-doubles this season.

During the season, the captain set
TCNJ’s single-game scoring mark
with a 35-point performance against
William Paterson University. She also
set the single-season record for points
in a season with 587 and ranks second
in program history with 1,413 points
and 832 rebounds.

Klimowicz was named CoSIDA’s
ESPN The Magazine Academic All-
District II College Division Second
Team. She is a psychology major
with minors in sociology and women
and gender studies and boasts a grade-
point-average of 3.57, in addition to
being a three-time TCNJ Scholar-
Athlete.

Klimowicz earned 2008 WBCA
State Farm Coaches’ All-America
Team Honorable Mention and was
the 2008 NJAC Player of the Year
after joining the Lions from NCAA
Division I St. Joseph’s University.
While at St. Joe’s, she was selected
the 2005-2006 Atlantic 10 and Big
Five Rookie of the Year.

Hillary Klimowicz

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

2009 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

COUNTY OF UNION
FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDED

DECEMBER 31, 2009
Revenue and Appropriation Summaries

SUMMARY OF REVENUES ANTICIPATED
2009 2008

1. Surplus 816,505.99 440,000.00
2. Total Miscellaneous Revenues 1,885,657.46 2,500,082.01
3. Receipts from Delinquent Taxes 175,000.00 170,000.00
4. Local Tax for Municipal Purposes 5,709,839.87 5,311,554.37

       Total General Revenues $ 8,587,003.32 $ 8,421,636.38

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 2009 BUDGET 2008 BUDGET

1. Operating Expenses: Salaries & Wages 3,509,513.88 3,488,441.43
Other Expenses 3,264,733.90 3,663,454.27

2. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations 442,370.19 174,384.96
3. Capital Improvements 200,000.00 50,000.00
4. Debt Service 810,385.35 693,355.72
5. Judgements 0.00 0.00
6. Reserve for Uncollected Taxes 360,000.00 352,000.00

Total General Appropriations $ 8,587,003.32 $ 8,421,636.38
Total Number of Employees 77 81

BALANCE OF OUTSTANDING DEBT
BONDS NOTES

Interest 1,794,618.75 74,147.50
Principal 5,720,000.00 3,300,000.00
Outstanding Balance $ 7,514,618.75 $ 3,374,147.50

Notice is hereby given that the budget and tax resolution was approved by the Borough Council of the
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union on March 31, 2009.

A hearing on the budget and tax resolution will be held at the Municipal Building on June 1, 2009 at 7:30
o’clock (P.M.) at which time and place objections to the Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2009 may
be presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.

Copies of the budget are available in the office of Eleanor McGovern, Borough Clerk, at the Municipal
Building, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, 07023, (908) 322-8236, during the hours of 8:00
(A.M.) to 4:00 (P.M.).
1 T - 4/9/09, The Times Fee: $131.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held March 31,
2009, and that the said Council will further
consider the same for final passage on the
21st day of April, 2009 at 8:00 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1933

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield in the County of
Union as follows:

SECTION I.
That the provisions of Section 13-5 –

“Through Streets” Boulevard b. of the
Town Code shall be repealed and re-
placed with the following:

Boulevard
b. Between Grove Street and Park

SECTION II.
That the provisions of Section 13-6 –

“Stop intersections” of the Town Code
shall be amended by adding the following:

Boulevard and Park Street
Stop signs shall be installed on the right

side of each roadway.
Oak Tree Pass and Barchester Way
Stop signs shall be installed on Oak

Tree Pass.

SECTION III.
Section 13-20 – “Parking Prohibited

at all times” of the Town Code shall be
amended with the following language
added:

East Broad Street
Southeast side, from the intersection of

the southwest curb line of Wells Street and
the southeast curb line of East Broad
Street in a southwesterly direction a dis-
tance of seven hundred seventy-five feet.

East Broad Street
Northwest side, between Linden Avenue

and Jefferson Avenue.
East Broad Street
 Northwest side, beginning at the south-

westerly curb line of Jefferson Avenue and
extending fifty feet southwesterly along
the northwesterly curb line of East Broad
Street.

SECTION IV.
Section 13-21 – “Parking Prohibited

at certain times” of the Town Code shall
be changed by adding the following lan-
guage:

Baker Avenue, easterly side, from the
northerly pavement line of Winyah, as
extended, and extending northwesterly a
distance of two hundred feet, on school
days, parking shall be prohibited and the
area shall be designated as a student
drop-off and pickup location from 8:00
A.M. to 9:00 A.M. and from 2:30 P.M. to
3:30 P.M.

SECTION V. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with
any part of the terms of this ordinance are
hereby repealed to the extent that they are
in such conflict or inconsistent.

SECTION VI. In the event any section,
part or provision of this ordinance shall be
held unconstitutional or invalid by any court,
such holding shall not affect the validity of
this ordinance as a whole, or any part
thereof other than the part so held uncon-
stitutional or invalid.

SECTION VII. This ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication, as
soon as, and in the manner permitted by
law.
1 T - 4/9/09, The Leader Fee: $80.07
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Sec. Code:

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT
sealed bids will be received by the Board
of Education of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
School District, Evergreen Avenue and
Cedar Street, Scotch Plains, 07076, Union
County, New Jersey, for the following to
be received at the prevailing time(s):

CUSTODIAL SUPPLIES -
APRIL 30, 2009 AT 10:00 A.M.

and will be publicly opened and read
immediately thereafter.

Bids must be made on the proposal
forms in the manner designated, enclosed
in a separate sealed envelope with name
and address of bidder and work bid upon
noted on the outside, and must be accom-
panied by a Certified Check, Cashier’s
Check or Bid Bond drawn to the order of
the Board of Education for not less than
ten percent (10%) of the amount of the bid,
but in no case in excess of $20,000.00,
and must be delivered to the Secretary of
the Board of Education, or the Board’s
designated representative at the above
place on or before the hour named.  The
Board of Education assumes no responsi-
bility for bids mailed or misdirected in de-
livery.

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof.

The right is reserved to reject any or all
bids or waive informality in the bidding if it
is in the interest of the Board of Education
to do so.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq., pertaining to the “Pub-
lic School Contracts Law” and with any
other Federal and New Jersey State statu-
ettes not specified herein.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27.

Specifications and full information may
be obtained upon request at the Business
Office of the Scotch Plains - Fanwood
Board of Education, Evergreen Avenue &
Cedar Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey,
07076.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF EDU-
CATION OF THE SCOTCH PLAINS-
FANWOOD SCHOOL DISTRICT, UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Anthony Del Sordi, Board Secretary
1 T - 4/9/09, The Times Fee: $51.00

WF Tennis Assn. to Add
Wrinkle to Ladder Format

The Westfield Tennis Association’s
(WTA) new ladder season will begin
again on May 1 and a new wrinkle has
been added to the ladder format. Sepa-
rate men’s and women’s ladders have
been eliminated. There will be three
ladders – Singles, 50+ (Masters)
Singles and Doubles.

Participants are urged to sign up or
renew their membership as soon as
possible. The WTA is looking to add
new members, so friends or acquain-
tances, who are tennis players, are
encouraged to join. Membership di-
rectories will be printed and sent out
in early June, so applications are
needed in by June 1 to be on the
printed list.

It takes only an hour of play (one
match) every other week to remain
active. WTA ladder participants will

meet some new people, renew some
old rivalries, create some new ones,
get in some exercise and, most impor-
tantly, have some fun.

The popular WTA Tournaments
and WTA Spring/Summer Lesson
Programs will once again be held.
The tournaments and lesson pro-
grams have always attracted a lot of
interest and are offered on a first-
come-first-served basis. Early sign-
up is encouraged. Additional infor-
mation and applications are posted
on the WTA website
www.westfieldnj.com/wta. The
website is the best source for up to
date information on ladder stand-
ings, member contacts, pictures,
tournament dates, lesson programs,
and WTA contact information.

Mr. Hobbie Among Honorees
From ’50s Dartmouth Team

WESTFIELD – Edward J. Hobbie
was recently was honored by his alma
mater, Dartmouth College, for his
participation on the 1958-1959
Dartmouth Men’s Basketball team
that won the Ivy League Champion-
ships in those years and advanced to
the NCAA Tournament.

The college recognized the mem-
bers of the team on this 50th anniver-
sary at a luncheon attended by present
basketball team members, the
Dartmouth basketball team coach
and members of his staff, as well as
the director of Athletics. Mr.
Hobbie’s team members came from
California, Kansas, Texas, Wiscon-

sin, North Carolina and New York
State to attend the festivities.

Celebrating the 50th anniversary
of the Ivy Championships, the col-
lege president announced each mem-
ber of the team at a half-time celebra-
tion at the Dartmouth-Columbia game
held in Hanover, N.H. A reception
was held after the game.

It was said that Dartmouth’s 1958
and 1959 basketball teams were a
dream come true. They were ranked
in the top 15 basketball teams in the
country and went to the NCAA three
times in five years under Hall of
Famer Coach Alvin “Doggie” Julian.
In 1958 the team made it to the
Eastern Regional finals. NBA
standout Rudy La Russo was a mem-
ber of the team, as well as Dave
Gavitt, Basketball Hall of Fame
member and founder of the Big East
Conference.

Participating in the celebration with
Mr. Hobbie were his Cranford High
School team members, Walter
Sosnowski and Daniel Berry, who
followed him to Dartmouth. Mr.
Hobbie’s wife, Pat, and his sons, Ted
and Mark, also were on hand to join
in the celebration.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)

*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

TYPE OF MEETING: Special Meeting

DATE OF MEETING: April 20, 2009

LOCATION: Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

TIME: 7:00 p.m.

PURPOSE OF MEETING: Interview candidates for Board of Education vacancy

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: Action will be taken.
1 T - 4/9/09, The Times Fee: $28.56

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)

“ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*
**CHANGES TO MEETING DATES*”

TYPE OF MEETING: Annual Organization / Public Meeting

DATE OF MEETING: Monday, April 27, 2009 (originally scheduled April 30)

LOCATION: Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

TIME: 7:30 p.m.

PURPOSE OF MEETING: To reorganize.

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: Action will be taken.
1 T- 4/9/09, The Times Fee: $30.60

FSPY Sets 4 Team Records
At NJ Jr. Swim Olympics

Twenty-four senior swimmers, ages
13-18, and 18 swimmers, ages 9-12
from the Fanwood–Scotch Plains Y
(FSPY) competed in the New Jersey
Short Course Junior Olympics on
March 20-22. In the 200-backstroke,
Ryan Walker, Caitlin English and
Jessica Cronin, and Mike Plate (100-
fly, 100-back) qualified for the YMCA
Short Course National Champion-
ship in April. Sarah Cronin (50-free,
100-fly), Micaela Lyons (50-free) and
Mike Napolitano (1000-free) quali-
fied for the YMCA Long Course
Championships to be held in July.

Age 13-14: Jessica Cronin placed
fourth and set a team record (2:11.62)
in the 200-backstroke. Sarah Cronin
(100-free, 100-fly, 50-free), Nicole
DePaola (200-fly, 200-back), Katy
Comer (100-back, 200-back), Jessica
Cronin (200-back, 100-back) and
Jodie Thompson (200-breast) placed
in the top 16. Micaela Lyons placed
sixth in the 50-free and swam electri-
fying anchor legs for the 400-free

relay and the 400-medley relay, which
set a team record (4:15.09). In each of
these relays, and in the record-setting
800-free relay (8:21 81), Lyons was
joined by Comer and Sarah Cronin.
DePaola and Thompson were mem-
bers of the free and medley relays,
respectively.

All 18 younger swimmers posted
personal best (PB) times in one or
more events. (11-12) Jeff Peart
posted PBs in each of his eight indi-
vidual events. Peart scored in the
200-Individual Medley and in each
stroke – freestyle (100, 200, 500),
backstroke (100, 200) and breast-
stroke (200), including a fifth place
in the 100-butterfly. Marcel Green
had PBs and scored in the 50- and
100-butterfly. Peart, Green, Matt
Marino and Alex Skoog took sev-
enth in the 200-medley relay and the
200-freestyle relay. Savannah
Llewellyn swam PBs and scored in
the 50-back and the 50-free.

Matt Auda (age 10) also had PBs
in all eight of his races, scoring in the
100-free, 100IM, 100-fly, 50-back
and including a seventh in the 50-fly.
Eric Chang, Brody Rash, Colin
Sullivan and Auda placed ninth in
the 200-free relay and 13th in the
200-medley relay. (10U girls)
Maggie O’Connell (50, 100) and
Sarah Davis (50) butterflies scored.
They joined Kate Musso and Julia
DiGiacomo to take sixth in the 200-
free relay with an FSPY record time
of 2:01.99. Their 200-medley relay
placed 11th.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN,  that at
the meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on April 2, 2009, the following deci-
sion of the Board was memorialized:

Denied, Marcus Cognetti, 2022 Ar-
rowwood Drive, Block 11003, Lot 2, for a
Temporary Operating Permit to utilize the
area over the existing two-story detached
garage for living space.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
1 T - 4/9/09, The Times Fee: $13.77

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN,  that at
the Planning Board Meeting of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains held on April 6, 2009,
the Board adopted the two minor subdivi-
sion applications at 2241 Morse Avenue,
Block 7502, Lot 12 and 2221 Morse Av-
enue, Block 7502, Lot 13 which will be
merged with a previously approved major
subdivision for Lots 10, 17 and 19 with
variances for Messercola Brothers Build-
ing Company, Inc. aka Hidden Meadows.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Planning Board and avail-
able for public inspection during regular
office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 4/9/09, The Times Fee: $17.85

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

SPORTS DEADLINES:
All weekend sports articles must
be e-mailed to Sports Editor
David Corbin by noon on
Mondays. Articles must be no
longer than 250 words. E-mail
pictures and articles to:

dcorbin@goleader.com

The Rotary Club of Westfield

www.westfieldrotary.com

Helping Our Community For 86 Years

Please Join Us For Lunch

Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y

12:15 pm to 1:30 pm
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CLASSIFIEDS

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
Elm St. Professional Building
400 Sq. Ft. 2nd Fl, Parking,

Available Immediately!
$800.00 per month

(201) 891-1130

OFFICE RENTAL

WESTFIELD - Office in premier
downtown location w/ on-site
parking. Renovated space ideal
for therapist, attorney, or
accountant. Call (908) 301-9001

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trust wor-
thy, honest, reliable house clean-
ing, very hard working & detail
oriented. Take pleasure in what i
like to do. 5 years exp,good prices.
(973) 583-8997 or (973) 878-2181

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

GENERAL HELP WANTED

Mystery shoppers - Earn up to
$150/ day. Undercover shoppers
needed to judge retail and dining
establishments. Experience not
required. Call (877) 679-6773.

HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES

I’m a woman w/ high level of
experience in house cleaning.
I’m trustworthy, honest & very
detail oriented. Over 10 yrs of
exp. Excellent references.

Contact: (908) 456-4282

HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

If you need someone reliable to
clean your HOUSE, APARTMENT,
CONDO or OFFICE, you just found
one. I will take care of your house
with affection and responsibility.

I have great references.
FREE ESTIMATES
Call (973) 752-3011

Jana Madrini

FOR SALE

Lots(2) of eight graves each origi-
nally purchased in 1913. Lots on a
hill in desirable older section.

Call Fairview Cemetery
Westfield

(908) 232-0781

CAPE MAY VACATION RENTAL

The perfect location one block
from beach, restaurants, shops &
spas. Historical victorian with all
modern amenities & gourmet
kitchen. Large porch for people
watching & relaxing. Sleeps 12,
6 bedrooms, 2.5 baths. Private
parking and fenced in yard.

See pictures at
www.132decatur.com

Call (609) 744-4877

EARLY CHILDHOOD TEACHER

Early childhood educator with
state certification needed in
a Westfield Nursery School.

Send resume to
414 E. Broad St. Westfield NJ 07090

or fax (908) 232-9723.

F250 FORD PICK-UP

1995 F250 pick-up, gas, air, p/w,
p/l. Great work truck! Asking
$2,900 or B/O 104,300mi,
4X4 blue/silver, blue interior, fair
condition. (732) 388-7158

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

SCOTCH PLAINS
Prime 2nd floor 850sqft Suite

Dwntwn Park Ave, Corner Bldg.
Across from CVS, Avail now!

REDUCED RENT
(908) 889-1890

SPECTACULAR

Window Treatments
Interior Designing

by a Professional Designer
Free Consultation

(732) 726-0241

COMMERCIAL RENTAL

OFFICE SUITE
Beautiful Georgetown style
building, 2nd fl, 1040 sqft.,
kitchenette, private bathroom,
plenty of parking on site.
203 South Ave., East,  Westfield

Call Jim Hely (908) 789-9000

HELP WANTED

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie

(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

THANKS ST. JOSEPH

St. Josephine of Cupertino,
Thank you for guiding me through
my promotional exam and helping
me place in the top 3. - Al S.

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Ideal location for professional
seeking office space or office
sharing arrangement. On-site
parking. (908) 654-8000

DENTAL ASSISTANT

Quality Periodontal practice
searching for an outgoing, self-
motivated dental assistant with
x-ray license. Experience
preferred, not necessary. We offer
a challenging career opportunity
in a team-oriented environment.
Computer knowledge and/or
implant experience a plus. Salary
negotiable depending on training
and experience. FAX resume to
(908) 233-3711 or email to

dnowicki@gmail.com

$5000 CASH REWARD

Missing 8 yr old gray female poodle
“Jordan” Last seen on 3/31/09 @
7:30PM at Edgewood Terrace,
Scotch Plains. She was wearing a
pink bandana around her neck.
No Questions Asked for her safe
return. Call James or Evelyn
(917) 613-7825 or (917) 841-1929
24/hrs a day.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Apt. for rent in Cranford.
2BR, 1BA, DR, LR. 2 blocks from
train station & downtown shopping
district, Storage, WD/DW.
Quiet residential neighborhood.

Call Joe 973-769-4256 or
email jcaprio@tmcsinc.com

RENOVATED WESTFIELD HOME

OPEN HOUSE:
Sunday, April 19th, 2pm-5pm
758 Westfield Ave. Westfield

Gorgeous, move-in ready,
updated 1927 Colonial home.
Combines old charm w/ modern
day features. Adjacent to Lincoln
School & .6 miles from train
station. Renovated in 2007 &
2008. Huge Master Bdrm w/
double French vanity and 2 walk-
in closets. 2, separate & full
carpeted basements. Details: * 4
Bdrms, 3 1/2 Ba., Ceiling fans in
every bdrm * Walk-in closets in
Master * Laundry rm adjacent to
Master * Wall-to-wall bookshelf
in liv. rm * 2 Fpl (liv rm & den) *
Newly painted upstairs walls in
all 4 rms * Exposed hrdwd flrs
throughout main level * New
carpet in spacious playrm, gym &
upstairs living areas * Beautiful
sunroom w/hrdwd flrs * Kitch.
opens up to living room * Newly
installed wrap around front &
backyard fence, private
*backyard*Detached garage *
New ADT Alarm* $859,999

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

For honest
reliable
quality
work…

Ed
The Boys

&

Kitchens • Baths

Basements • Additions

Home Renovations and More

973-819-5720

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

908.462.4755
Mr. Reliable

General Contractor
& Residential Builder

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

Building Yesteryear Today

•Additions •Renovations

Kitchens & Baths

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

TILE
Repair

732-381-6635

Tune-Up your Grout and Caulk
for Sale of your Home

•Bathroom Tile
•Grouting & Caulking
•Re-Glue Loose Tiles
•Reset Soap Dishes

•Small Jobs

* HEPA vacuum filters used in Interior & Exterior 

* Plastering               * Wood Stripping 95% to bear wood

* Window Cleaning              * Professional Skim Coating  

* Wallpaper Hanging & Removal            * Faux Painting

* Sheetrock & Spackling             * Gutter Cleaning

* Jobs Completed Neatly and Quickly   

* Free "on the spot" estimates        * House Restoration 

NJHIC #13VH04744100

Seasonal Lawn Maintenance

Landscape Design & Installation

Specializing in Interlocking Pavers

(732) 549-8155

Top Seed Landscaping - 20 Years Experience

         Fully Insured       NJHIC # 13VH03569700

Landscaping

Established 1984

Architectural Trimwork

Porches • Kitchens

Renovations

Baths

908-654-3444

Kelly Carpentry llC
Custom Home Improvement
Library • Cabinetry • Home Theater

Entertainment Center • Bedroom Window Seat

Walk-In Closet • Finished Basement • Wine Cellar

908-209-0104
brogankelly@comcast.net

Lic# 13VH03942000  •  Free Consultation

5 Year Labor Warranty

DK
Home

Improvement

Interior & Exterior
Renovation

732-727-1388
Licensed  & Insured

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Licensed
Insured
Free estimates

Giordano & Daughter’s

18 years experience
local resident

Quality Work for a Reasonable Price

Kitchens
Windows
Tilework

Baths
Decks
Siding

732-815-1174
Ask for Mike

No Job
too small

Basements

908-654-0924
Chris Baker

Builders & Housewrights
Master Builders

REMODELING

RESTORATION RENOVATION

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS

• DRYWALL • PAINTING
• CARPENTRY • FLOORING

• BATHROOMS

(908) 347 – 4332
LICENSE# 13VH03300300  FULLY INSURED

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield - Apartment for rent
for a single business person.

(908) 232-2396
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Mattessich Vows Fiscal Responsibility,
Transparency and Accessibility

Over the past several weeks, I have
written about matters of importance to me
in my candidacy for the Westfield Board
of Education. With the election now 12
days away, I want to summarize the three
most important things that I have heard
you say to me through our many conver-
sations. You want fiscal responsibility,
transparency and you want accessibility.

Fiscal responsibility runs hand in hand
with our budgetary constraints. It is not
enough to push a budget through the
system and live by its terms. We must
challenge what is in our budget each and
every day throughout the year – not just in
the context of the next annual budget
vote. We must challenge our spending,
dollar by dollar, asking, for example,
whether we can find lower cost providers
of supplies. I have a strong financial back-
ground and the common sense to do ex-
actly that. I have worked as a CPA and
have a MBA in Finance. I have many
years of practical business experience. I
will not hesitate to jump in and under-
stand the details of the budget in order to
creatively lower costs while maintaining
our tradition of excellence in education.
Nor will I become complacent and rely on
simply doing things the way we have
done them in the past on the assumption
that it is the most efficient or effective
way to do things.

Transparency is something many of us
feel has been lacking. My goal is to effec-
tively represent all of you. That can only
be accomplished by allowing all of you to
know what is going on – and what is
coming down the pike – in a timely man-
ner. And in addition to knowing what is
happening – you need to know why it is
happening. And your feedback needs to
be a large part of the “why” that results in
any action. Better communication leads
to better transparency. Our Board of Edu-
cation is comprised of good, hard-work-
ing individuals who are committed to
continuing the excellence in education in
Westfield. But I think that sometimes the
process becomes too mechanical. Deci-
sions are made without sufficient public
transparency – or in non-public commit-
tee meetings – because this is the way the
process has operated for years. I believe it

is time for new thinking.
Accessibility is, and should always be,

a requirement of an effective representa-
tive. I have discussed with many of you
over the past few weeks your view that it
is not always easy to attend board of ed
meetings and ask the hard questions. Or
worse, that you feel that by the time of the
meeting it is too late – decisions are
already made going in – and whatever
you say is not going to make a difference.
And you have voiced this concern in the
context of accessibility – asking why you
can’t more readily access board members
and have informal discussions to air your
views and receive clear feedback. If
elected, I can assure you that I will be
accessible. I will be creative in how best
to reach out to you – perhaps it is as simple
as setting up “classroom time” over at the
BOE building during which you can come
ask questions or let me know your point
of view. I will dedicate an e-mail address
for your inquiries. I will continue to share
my thoughts through The Leader. And I
will visit your schools as often as neces-
sary so that you know I am an active part
of each school in the system. I will be
there for you when needed.

I have two children in the Westfield
school system. And collectively, we have
thousands. I care about the education that
each and every one of our children and
young adults receive and I care about
your voice to ensure that the system oper-
ates in the best possible manner.

I am confident that my strong legal,
business and financial background will
allow me to represent you well – to pro-
vide the fiscal responsibility, transpar-
ency and accessibility that you are en-
titled to from an elected representative.

I will draw on the sum of all of my
experiences, as a lawyer, as a business
person, as a father, and as someone who
cares deeply about our children and the
home we all call Westfield, to make sure
we get it right – every day – day after day.

I welcome your thoughts. Please e-
mail me at mattessich-for-
boe@comcast.net.

Rich Mattessich
Westfield

Why I Am the Right BOE Candidate
At the Right Time - David Finn

My name is David Finn and I have been
a resident of Westfield since 2000. I be-
lieve my combined experience in four
areas – professional services sales, em-
ployee benefits consulting, fundraising
and volunteerism – uniquely qualify me
for a position on the Westfield Board of
Education.

First off, many people have the
misperception that selling is more about
talking than listening. This could not be
further from the truth. The most success-
ful sales people are those who ask the
right questions, spend most of the discus-
sion listening and work with clients to co-
develop mutually beneficial solutions.
Critically analyzing all alternative solu-
tions and continuously challenging as-
sumptions lie at the heart of successful
client service. I view the role of a board
member to be extremely similar in these
areas.

As for the value of my employee ben-
efits background, all you need to do is
look at the budget. The largest increased
expense for the Westfield Schools over
the past few years has been the medical
insurance premium. This will continue to
be the case if this area is not addressed.
Would it not be beneficial to have a board
member who possesses the knowledge of
this ever-increasing cost area and could
offer recommended plan design changes
that may be palatable to our teachers and
other employees?

Thirdly, due to the difficult financial
times, many in our state are beginning to
realize the only way to span increasing
disparities in school budgets will be
through private funding, yes, donations
and sponsorships. There are many corpo-
rations, Westfield alumni and private citi-
zens that would be attractive sources for
this additional revenue. For the past two
years I have been chairman of the Annual
Fund of St. Peter’s Prep, and in this role,
I have developed a keen awareness of
what is important to donor groups and
how to reach each of these groups with
customized messages that resonate.
Surely, this experience would be valu-
able to the board in the coming years.

Finally, although this is my first time
running for elected office in town or any-
where for that matter I am no stranger to
volunteering – especially when it comes
to volunteering that enhances the lives of
the youth of Westfield. I have coached
basketball and baseball in town for the
past six years and more recently coordi-
nated the parish basketball league at St.
Helen’s. I have thoroughly enjoyed these
experiences and am looking forward to
continuing to serve our children as a mem-
ber of the Westfield Board of Education.

I am seeking this honor because of my

experience and what I can offer the board
and the citizens of Westfield. I feel I am
the right candidate at the right time. I hope
I can count on your support.

Please remember to vote on April 21.
Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

You can reach me at
finnforwestfieldboe@yahoo.com. I look
forward to hearing from you.

In closing, running for the Westfield
Board of Education has been very inter-
esting and exciting. Many of the citizens
with whom I have spoken share very
similar concerns about the economy, the
budget, property taxes, real estate values
and, yes, redistricting. The next few
months and years will be difficult. I offer
my focus and commitment to get us
through these tough times. Westfield has
a very rich tradition of high quality edu-
cation. I feel I am up the challenge to work
with fellow board members, other con-
stituencies in town and the superinten-
dent to navigate through the rough waters
ahead with a sense of accountability, trans-
parency and commitment to educational
excellence.

As a town, we can no longer allow
outside factors to influence something we
hold so precious as the education of our
children. We must improve upon the way
by which we plan in the long term for
events such as enrollment surges, eco-
nomic downturns and the obsolescence
of our physical plant. I will work to ensure
we do not plan from year to year, but in a
more comprehensive way. I feel strongly
that if better planning were undertaken in
years past many of the challenges we face
today would not be so grave.

We are a town that has been blessed
with so much. But make no mistake, some
of our citizens have not been equally
fortunate. Some are not in a financial
position to pay much more in the way of
property taxes. I will do everything in my
power as a board member to uncover new
sources of revenue by working with our
philanthropic organizations in town so
that future tax increases will be less of a
burden to our citizens.

I firmly believe that with new sets of
eyes and ears involved in the board and
the budgeting process we may hear and
see things differently. It is with this thought
in mind that I make a promise to serve no
longer than two, three-year terms and will
challenge my fellow board members to
do the same. We must involve more of our
citizens in the process to improve the
transparency of the process and the edu-
cation of our children.

I seek your support on April 21. Thank
you.

David Finn
Westfield

Letters/ BOE Candidates
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Willow Grove Sets Services
For Tonight and Tomorrow

SPRING IS HERE!…The annual Philadelphia Flower Show, held recently at the
Pennsylvania Convention Center, this year featured the theme “Bella Italia.” The
event showcased an array of floral exhibits celebrating the history, beauty and
culture of Italy. Pictured at the show are community editor Suzette Stalker and
her mother, Phyllis Stalker, a floral designer with Cranford Florist.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church invites
members of the community to attend
its services tonight and tomorrow
commemorating Maundy Thursday
and Good Friday. Children are en-
couraged to participate in these ser-
vices.

A Maundy Thursday Seder Dinner
and Last Supper will take place to-
night, April 9, at 6:30 p.m. in Ryno
Hall. Participants will learn about the
Passover meal Jesus celebrated with
his disciples and the symbolism of
the special foods of the Seder meal. A
potluck dinner will follow. Children
and families may come early at 6 p.m.
for some preparation crafts and ac-
tivities.

A Good Friday Tenebrae Taize Ser-
vice of Music, Prayer and Darkness
will be held tomorrow, April 10, at
7:30 p.m. This is a service depicts the
events that led to Jesus’ crucifixion.
As the solemn service progresses,
lighted candles will gradually be ex-

tinguished and, finally, the congrega-
tion will exit in silence and in dark-
ness.

The Easter Sunday service will take
place April 12 at 10 a.m. It will in-
clude joyful worship and music with
guest musicians. A children’s Easter
Egg Hunt with Joy Bags and refresh-
ments will follow.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains, near the cor-
ner of South Martine Avenue. All
facilities are handicap-accessible.
Large-print bulletins and hymnbooks
are available, as are headsets for the
hearing-impaired.

For more information, call the
church office Monday through Fri-
day at (908) 232-5678, e-mail
info@willowgrovechurch.org or ac-
cess willowgrovechurch.org.

More Community NewsHelp Reclaim the Westfield
Conservation Center from Abuse

Landscape contractors are overrunning
the Westfield Conservation Center, which
is supposed to be for Westfield and Scotch
Plains residents to bring their property
debris.

These contractors register their pick up
trucks without commercial plates. They
do not put their name on the trucks or they
use magnets they remove when they pull
into the dump. They take whatever means
need be to obtain stickers for entry to the
conservation center and it is costing local
residence thousands of dollars.

Our Westfield mayor, town adminis-
trator and town council people need our
help as residents to put this to a stop. If
you are a Westfield or Scotch Plains/
Fanwood resident, they need your sug-
gestions on how this can be stopped and
they need to know who these contractors
are who are illegally dumping.

If you use a landscape contractor, check
their pick up truck. If it has a Westfield
Conservation sticker on it, take down the
license plate, take a photo and forward it

to the DPW or a town official and report
them. Town officials can all be reached
by e-mail by going to
www.Westfieldnj.gov.

Residents who do not use landscape
contractors, be on the lookout for land-
scape contractors operating in your town
using pickup trucks without names on
their trucks that have Westfield Conser-
vation stickers on them. If they have a
Westfield Conservation sticker on their
truck, contact a town official and have
them reported. This is costing all of us
residents thousand’s of dollars. It is wrong
and as residents, we all need to band
together and do something about it.

Help us all reclaim our conservation
center. Something needs to be done now
before the weather breaks and these con-
tractors get these stickers and start dump-
ing on a regular basis. Contact the town
officials and ask what you can do to help
them with this problem. westfieldnj.gov.

Rose Cuccaro
Westfield

April 22 Workshop Focuses
On Survival of Non-Profits

SCOTCH PLAINS – A workshop
sponsored by the Union County free-
holders on Wednesday, April 22, will
examine ideas to help non-profit
groups.

The program, coordinated by the
county Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, runs from 6:30 to 9:15
p.m. at the Jewish Community Cen-
ter, located at 1391 South Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

“This is an excellent opportunity
for organizations to gain valuable in-
sights and survival strategies during
the economic downturn,” Freeholder
Chairman Al Mirabella said. “In turn,
all of our communities benefit from
the financial health of local non-profit
groups.”

The workshop will be led by Les
Loysen, president of Consulting Ser-
vices for Non-Profit Organizations.

“We should view the current eco-

nomic climate as an opportunity to
strengthen our organizations by be-
coming lean, mean machines and
adding more tools to our toolboxes
and reviving our commitment to our
missions,” Mr. Loysen said.

Board presidents, board members,
executive directors, staff and volun-
teers of arts, cultural, history and
service organizations are invited to
attend the workshop, which is funded
in part by the Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

Pre-registration is required by Fri-
day, April 17. The registration form
and fee of $10 should be sent to the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, located at 633 Pearl
Street in, Elizabeth. Checks should be
made payable to the County of Union.

To receive a registration form or to
learn about other programs, services
and volunteer opportunities, contact
the office at (908) 558-2550 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org. NJ Relay us-
ers dial 711.

Library Slates Return
Of Folk Music Café

MOUNTAINSIDE – The popular
Folk Music Café, featuring live music,
fresh coffee and desserts, will return on
Thursday, April 16, from 7 to 8:45 p.m.
at the Mountainside Public Library.

Folk musician Spook Handy will
again serve as emcee for the event. The
featured performer this month will be
Pennsylvania favorite Chuck
Schaeffer, known for his blend of folk-
rock, bluegrass and country repertoire.

The evening also will include a song
share, where audience members can
request or even lead songs. A piano
will be available. Admission to the
Folk Music Café will be free. The
library is located on Constitution Plaza.

The Folk Music Café is co-spon-
sored by the Friends of the
Mountainside Library. For more in-
formation, visit the library’s website,
mountainsidelibrary.org, or call (908)
233-0115.

Seasons Group Posts
April Meeting Dates

WESTFIELD – Seasons, a support
group for single individuals, will hold
its next meetings on Tuesdays, April
14 and 28, from 7:15 to 9 p.m. in the
activities center building of St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church, located at
1600 Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

On April 14, a licensed clinical psy-
chiatrist will speak on risk and rela-
tionships. The April 28 meeting will
feature a discussion on commitments.

Seasons is offered to divorced, sepa-
rated and widowed individuals of all
faiths, as well as anyone who has
experienced the loss of a relationship.
Its purpose is to assist people in the
healing of emotions and spirit through
group discussions, guest speakers and
social activities. All are welcome.

For more information, call Bob
Laudati at (908) 322-7762 or Joan
Hernandez at (908) 930-2791 or e-
mail 2008seasons@live.com.

We’ll Help Your Business

Get Back On Track

sales@goleader.com
(908) 232-4407

The Westfield Leader

www.goleader.com

National MS Society Seeks
Participants to Join Movement

“The recent merging of the Mid-
Jersey and Greater North Jersey Chap-
ters has made the New Jersey Metro
Chapter one of the largest organiza-
tions within the National MS Soci-
ety,” said Gina Murdoch, vice-presi-
dent of special events for the National
MS Society – New Jersey Metro
Chapter. “We are thrilled to have such
a large group working together this
year to make a difference in the lives
of so many who are affected by mul-
tiple sclerosis. We anticipate this
year’s Walk MS to be a huge success
in many ways!”

The success of Walk MS will di-
rectly impact the New Jersey Metro
Chapter’s ability to meet its goals,
which include providing additional
program opportunities and increas-
ing its research commitment. Events
like Walk MS, through which indi-
viduals and groups work together to
make a difference, are what make
finding a cure a possibility.

Participants are welcome to regis-
ter individually, join a team, or create
a team. For more information about
Walk MS, contact Patricia Tupycia,
in central New Jersey at (732) 660-
1005 or Jennifer Hivry in northern
New Jersey at (201) 967-5599 or visit
walknjm.nationalmssociety.org.

CBI Course to Offer
Study of Revelation

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-
tion Beth Israel, located at 18 Shalom
Way in Scotch Plains, will hold an
Adult Education program entitled
“Eighteen Faces of Revelation.”

This program will span six eve-
nings of study on Wednesday, April
22, Tuesday, April 28, Wednesday,
May 6, Wednesday, May 13, Tues-
day, May 19, and Wednesday, May
27, at 7:30 p.m. Rabbi Charles R.
Lightner will be the instructor.

These six evenings of study will
culminate in the week of Shavuot, the
holiday on which Jewish people com-
memorate revelation. Six fundamen-
tal questions will be asked regarding
revelation, including: Who? What?
When? Where? Why? and How?

In the case of each question, par-
ticipants will examine the answers of
the traditional community, the con-
servative community and the liberal
community. Six questions with three
answers each produce 18 approaches
to the discussion of this critical issue.

For more information or to regis-
ter, call Congregation Beth Israel at
(908) 889-1830. This program is open
to the public.

AREA – The newly formed New
Jersey Metro Chapter of the National
Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Society is
looking for people to join this year’s
Walk MS to help create a world free
of multiple sclerosis, a chronic dis-
ease of the central nervous system
that affects more than 13,000 people
in New Jersey and more than 400,000
people nationwide.

The 21st Annual Walk MS kicks
off Sunday, April 19, at 10 a.m. at a
variety of walk sites throughout New
Jersey and is one of New Jersey’s
largest and most widespread orga-
nized walks. All funds raised from
the event will support critical MS
research programs and fund local pro-
grams and services for all those who
are impacted by the disease.

People of all ages are now wel-
come to register online at
walknjm.nationalmssociety.org or at
9 a.m. on the day of the event. Partici-
pants will register to begin their walk
at one of the following 15 walk sites:
Belmar, Cranford, Edison,
Flemington, Freehold, Hamilton,
Hewitt, Jersey City, Ridgewood,
Roseland, Roxbury, Sandy Hook,
Seaside Park, North Brunswick and
Somerville. Courses range from three
to nine miles.

PSE&G Says Utilities Can
Play Role in Econo. Recovery

NEW BRUNSWICK – PSE&G
Chairman, President and CEO Ralph
Izzo called for urgent action on en-
ergy and jobs while speaking at a
conference at Rutgers University’s
Heldrich Center for Workforce De-
velopment last week.

“New Jersey can be a leader in
creating a clean energy industry that
will stimulate the economy, put people
back to work, fight climate change
and improve energy security,” Mr.
Izzo said. “But we must act quickly to
ensure we don’t let opportunity pass
us by.”

Policymakers, educators, unions,
non-profits and business leaders from
both green and traditional energy
companies joined together at Rutgers
for a policy discussion intended to
improve efforts to develop an energy
workforce.

Mr. Izzo spoke of three big chal-
lenges facing the nation: an ailing
economy, a warming planet and a
reliance on foreign oil, which is af-
fecting the nation’s energy security.
He pointed toward a recovery led by
the private sector, encouraged by the
public sector and supported by the
American people.

He called this an “historic oppor-
tunity to invest in energy,” and out-
lined $1.6 billion in investments pro-
posed by the company’s utility,
PSE&G, to combat climate change,
improve energy security and create
jobs. They include: $700 million in
accelerated infrastructure invest-

ments; $190 million to help bring
the benefits of conservation to more
residents and small businesses in
New Jersey cities, and $773 million
to bring solar power into every com-
munity PSE&G serves.

“The sooner these proposals re-
ceive a green light from our regula-
tors, the sooner we may be able to
leverage these programs to attract
federal dollars,” he said. “While
speeding the investment, we need
to prepare the future energy
workforce. This could involve the
largest recruiting, training and
workforce development effort since
the building of the electric grid a
century ago.”

Mr. Izzo spoke about the impor-
tance of partnerships with commu-
nity colleges and secondary and vo-
cational schools, and said it is impor-
tant to reach students at the point
when they are starting to think about
careers paths.

“The roundtable brought together
many of New Jersey’s leading em-
ployers, educators, union officials,
and government policymakers,” said
Carl Van Horn, professor and direc-
tor at the Heldrich Center. “Our
research shows that a coordinated
approach by all these stakeholders
is the key to aligning worker train-
ing with the next generation of jobs
being created by the energy indus-
try.”

For the complete text of Mr. Izzo’s
remarks, visit pseg.com.

Additional Area News

FCC Posts Services
Tonight Until Easter
WESTFIELD – The First Congre-

gational Church invites visitors of all
ages to celebrate Easter with services
beginning tonight, Thursday, April 9,
and continuing through Easter Sun-
day on April 12.

Maundy Thursday will be observed
at 7:30 p.m. this evening with a service
of scripture, hymns and communion.
A Good Friday service of scripture,
hymns, prayer and reflection will be
held at 7:30 p.m. tomorrow, April 10,
in the church’s Patton Auditorium.

Easter Sunday will be celebrated
April 12 with services at 9 and 11
a.m. Music for organ and brass will
include Widor’s “Toccata” and
Handel’s “Hallelujah” chorus. A one-
room schoolhouse and infant care
will be available at both services.
One coffee hour will be hosted be-
tween services at 10 a.m.

The First Congregational Church,
a member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer Street
in Westfield. The sanctuary is acces-
sible by a wheelchair ramp and offers
infrared listening devices for the hear-
ing impaired. For more information,
call the church office at (908) 233-
2494 or visit the church website
fccofwestfield.org.

Spaghetti Dinner Set
At St. Bart’s April 24
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Rosary

Altar Society of St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church, lo-
cated at 2032 Westfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains, will host its Annual
Authentic Spaghetti Dinner on Fri-
day, April 24, from 5:30 to 8 p.m. in
the school gymnasium.

Tickets are $8 for adults, $3 for
children ages 3 to 10 and free for
children under 3. Dinner will include
spaghetti and meatballs, salad, bread
and butter, and dessert.

Tickets will be sold after all masses
on April 18 and 19, or may be pur-
chased by calling K. Sanguiliano at
(908) 322-8809 or C. Sanguiliano at
(908) 322-5409. No tickets will be
sold at the door. This year there will
be arts and crafts and entertainment
for the children. Proceeds will ben-
efit St. Bartholomew Church.

Mindowaskin Park
Cleanup is April 25

WESTFIELD – A spring cleanup
announced by The Friends of
Mindowaskin has been scheduled for
Mindowaskin Park on Saturday, April
25 from 9 a.m. to noon. Volunteers
and organizations are urged to par-
ticipate and bring gloves, rakes, and
tools to trim shrubs. The meeting
point for volunteers is at The Band-
stand, located in the center of the
park. For more information, call (908)
233-0028 or e-mail
infor@mindowaskinpark.org

The Friends of Mindowaskin is a
non-profit organization, founded in
the early 1990’s to revitalize and pre-
serve the park. The mission of The
Friends of Mindowaskin Park is to
ensure the long-term enjoyment of
this public park by Westfield resi-
dents and patrons. Currently under
way is a fundraising campaign for a
‘Memory Walk’ at the historic band-
stand. Granite pavers for dedication
are available for purchase from The
Friends.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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Les Malamut Offers
Evening of Poetry and Art

UNION – The public can celebrate
National Poetry Month with an
evening of poetry and art at the Les
Malamut Gallery on Thursday, April
23, at 7 p.m. The Les Malamut Art
Gallery (wheelchair accessible,
downstairs in the Union Public Li-
brary) is located at 1980 Morris Av-
enue in Union. This event is free to
the public.

Back by popular demand after last
year’s success, this poetry event is
part of an ongoing series of events
taking place inside the gallery. This
evening presents the opportunity to
hear seven local poets read their
works.

Among the local writers are: Joy
Ann Lara (writing as JJG Cabanos) is
an artist whose works celebrate the
synergy of painting, poetry, dance,
and music. She often finds that a
poem will inspire a painting, or grow
out of a painting she is currently
working on.

Her poems have appeared in Exit
13 Magazine. Joy grew up in the
Philippines, has lived in the United
States and the United Kingdom, and
now she resides in Westfield. She
creates and presents art lectures for
children and adults.

Tom Plante has been editing EXIT
13 Magazine since 1988. It is an
annual journal of poetry that he pub-
lishes in Fanwood, and he estimates
that he has published the work of
more than 600 poets in his maga-
zines.

Mr. Plante is also a co-director of
the Fanwood Arts Council. The most
recent collection of his poetry is My
Back Yardstick.

For more information about the
gallery, visit
lesmalamutartgallery.web.officelive.com.
For more information, contact fellow
poet Barbara Wirkus at
dmbbw33@yahoo.com for more in-
formation.

Public Invited to Student
Musical Performances

WESTFIELD – The Fine Arts De-
partment of the Westfield Public Schools
invites the public to attend any of the 19
musical concerts scheduled for this
spring. Approximately 2,500 students
in grades kindergarten through high
school will perform district-wide. All
concerts are free and begin at 7:30 p.m.

Spring Concerts
May 11 – Tamaques Band and Vocal
May 12 – Westfield High School

Concert Band, Wind Ensemble and
Jazz Band 2

May 13 – Franklin Vocal
May 14 – Westfield High School

Chamber Orchestra and Symphony
Orchestra

May 18 – Elementary Strings at
Edison Intermediate School –
(Jefferson, McKinley, and Tamaques
students)

May 18 – Franklin Band
May 18 – Washington Band
May 18 – Wilson Band at Roosevelt

Intermediate School
May 20 – Elementary Strings at

Edison Intermediate School – (Franklin,
Washington and Wilson students)

May 20 – McKinley Band and Vocal
May 20 – Jefferson Band and Vocal
May 20 – Westfield High School

Choral Concert and Jazz Band
May 28 – Washington Vocal
May 28 – Wilson Vocal
June 1 – Roosevelt Intermediate

School All Bands
June 3 – All-City (Elementary Audi-

tioned Groups) at Westfield High School
June 4 – Edison Intermediate School

7th and 8th Grade Chorus and Orches-
tra

June 4 – Roosevelt Intermediate
School 7th Grade Chorus and Orches-
tra, Sharps and Flats, Early Morning
Orchestra

June 8 – Roosevelt Intermediate
School 6th and 8th Grade Chorus and
Orchestra

June 9 – Edison Intermediate School
6th Grade Band and Chorus

June 11 – Edison Intermediate School
7th and 8th Grade Band and Jazz Band

FW Author Helps Children
Remember Loved Ones Lost
FANWOOD – Fanwood-based au-

thor Michelle Shapiro Abraham has
written many Jewish children’s books,
but her latest is something she con-
siders special.

“The story is
based on my own
conversations with
my own daughter,
Avital Devorah,
about my father,
Dennis David
Shapiro,” she said.
“I decided years
ago that it was very
important to share
with my children
stories about my
father — to keep
him alive in our
hearts.”

Ms. Shapiro
Abraham is the di-
rector of education
for Temple Sholom, located in
Fanwood/Scotch Plains, and is the

wife of the congregation’s rabbi, Joel
Abraham. The couple has two school-
age children.

Beautifully illustrated by Janice
Fried, “Where is
Grandpa Dennis?”
is narrated by a
young girl who
one evening asks
her mother,
“Where is
Grandpa Dennis?”

“He is dead; you
know that,” her
mother answers.

“I know,” she
says, “but where is
he?”

Thus begins a
conversation be-
tween mother and
daughter about the
man for whom she
was named but

whom she never knew.
Ms. Shapiro Abraham’s previous

children’s books include “Shavua Tov!
A Good Week” and “My Cousin Tamar
Lives in Israel,” which won a 2008
Sydney Taylor Notable Book for Young
Readers award and is now a PJLibrary
book that is distributed to thousands of
two-year-olds across the country.

“I feel in so many ways that all of
the other books that I have written
opened the door for me so that I could
write this book,” said Ms. Shapiro
Abraham.

To learn more, see
urjbooksandmusic.com.

WSW 2009 Offers Courses
Old and New for Everyone

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

WESTFIELD – New to the Westfield
Summer Workshop’s (WSW) Arts and
Crafts Department will be International
Crafts. This course, designed for stu-
dents in grades 3 to 5, will explore the
world as these young artists create
projects representing a variety of glo-
bal cultures.

Following the
success of last
year’s introduction
of Mock Trial, this
year, the Commu-
nications Depart-
ment has added an
experience called
Debate Team, for
those in grades 6
through 8. This
class allows stu-
dents to demon-
strate their persua-
sive techniques by
taking a pro or con
side, gathering
facts, delivering
statements, formu-
lating a rebuttal and awaiting the judge’s
decision.

Another addition to the Communi-
cations Department is Story Stretchers
for students in grades 2 and 3. Children
will read stories and enhance their ex-
perience of the tales with a variety of
activities, projects and crafts.

Yoga, intended for students in grades
3 through 5, combines creativity, imagi-
nation, songs and story telling with
yoga postures intended to increase con-
centration, flexibility and strength. Yoga
mats will be provided by the workshop.

Classic Gym Games, created for stu-
dents in grades 2 to 4, will help them
maintain physical fitness while improv-
ing their skills in individual and team
challenges.

Musical Theater Chorus is an addi-

tion to the Music Department. Students
in grades 2 and 3 will sing and dance
their way through this musical revue of
Disney favorites.

Summer Stage Theater, for aspiring
actors in grades 6 through 12, has a new
production slated for this year, the sci-
fi spoof Little Shop of Horrors, with

book and lyrics by
Howard Ashman
and music by Alan
Menken.

Little Shop… is
the story of
Seymour, the timid
clerk at Skid Row
Florists, who must
choose between his
feelings for his
beautiful co-
worker, Audrey,
and the fame and
fortune delivered to
him by a menac-
ing, carnivorous
plant that wants to
overtake the world.

The 2009 WSW will be held at Edison
Intermediate School on Rahway Av-
enue in Westfield from Monday, June
29, until Friday, July 31, from 8:30 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m.

Open to residents of any commu-
nity, the program of more than 60
arts, crafts, music, dance, drama, com-
munications, musical theater and ka-
leidoscope classes is intended for stu-
dents in pre-school to grade 8, with
the Summer Stage Theater produc-
tion for grades 6 to 12. It also contains
an early morning drop off and a full
day of activity in conjunction with
the Westfield YMCA.

For more information, call (908) 518-
1551, visit njworkshopforthearts.com
or the NJWA studios at 150-152 East
Broad Street. xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

HI DIDDLE DIDDLE…Fiddlin’ Fun,
one of more than 60 course selections at
the Westfield Summer Workshop, will
be joined by several new classes this
July to provide area students with a
fun-filled arts experience.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and ½ popcorns

As celebrated in Monsters vs. Aliens,
one great thing about cartoons is that
instead of dying a gruesome death when
hit by a meteor, you turn into a 50-foot
superhero. It’s in the DNA of animated
characters. Susan, who becomes the
heroine Ginormica, surely owes her
very being to the eons of dropped anvils
the Road Runner and his ilk survived.

Tyler and Brittney, who doubtless
couldn’t care less about the Darwinian
implications of this PG-rated space in-
vasion, should find it amusing, if they’re
between 6 and 9 and not terribly jaded.
Parents, on the other hand, might find
solace in analyzing what the filmmak-
ers who profit by tomorrow’s citizens
feel is their educational obligation.

Neatly exampled moral lessons
thread nicely through the screenplay,
voiced with lively inflection by an all-
star cast. Tutorials include, but are not
limited to, Women’s Lib, tolerance of
other life forms (even if they’re mon-
sters) and how to deal with invading
tyrants who would enslave us. Pity
though, nothing about indiscreet ex-
vice presidents.

Though Junior doesn’t have all that
much cinema background yet, he’ll be
right in echoing Dad’s take on the qual-
ity of animation: It just keeps getting
better and better. Combining the new
technology with some very traditional
modes of cartooning makes for a big
screen full of vibrant and whimsical
fantasy. The plot is at once old and new.

Meaning the venerable standby hasn’t
been used in an animated feature…until
now. Call it the kiddy version of The
Dirty Dozen (1967), a primer on quid
pro quo. Only instead of army jailbirds
being offered freedom in exchange for
undertaking a dangerous mission be-
hind Nazi lines, our film’s lovable mon-
sters are asked to save the world.

Of course they’re hardly considered
as such when first we meet the ragtag
crew of humorous ogres, captured over
the years and sequestered in a secret
military installation. Au contraire, it’s
thought their presence will frighten
humankind. Following her capture,
Susan/Ginormica, articulated by Reese
Witherspoon, is tossed among them.

There, she and her newfound compa-
triots might have stayed if it weren’t for
the urgings of their jailer, General W.R.
Monger (Kiefer Sutherland). For when
the president is at an impasse about how
to fight an alien invasion led by Gallaxhar,
he suggests the monsters. P.S. ‘twas an
errant meteor from the evil one’s planet
that caused Susan’s transformation.

President Hathaway (Steven
Colbert), a rather silly doofus who al-
most pushes the bad red button when
trying to fix himself a cup of coffee,

Monsters vs. Aliens:
A Battle for the Right Ages

nonetheless makes the right decision
here. Susan and her motley monsters
are released…their mission clear.
They’re obviously good enough to pro-
tect those who previously classified
them undesirable.

War ensues. Ostensibly a light show
of one-upmanship, its manifestations
will frighten only the smallest of view-
ers. Otherwise, it’s an action-stuffed
bragging contest, each side trying to
claim superiority. Rainn Wilson’s
Gallaxhar, sounding much like classic
film villain Henry Daniell, is just the
right combination of menacing and lu-
dicrous.

Reminiscent of other odd alliances,
the amalgam of monsters quickly brings
to mind the gaggle of unappreciated
souls who joined up with Dorothy in
The Wizard of Oz (1939). In this case,
incarcerated because of who they are,
each needs to prove his or her worth.
That includes Susan, a natural born
leader despite a recent disappointment
in love.

A super Snow White to her acquired
retinue, Susan learned the truth about
her selfish fiancée, news anchor Derek
Dietl (Paul Rudd), just before every-
thing went kablooey. They were to be
wed. But there is an advantage to every
disadvantage. While Helen Reddy’s “I
am woman, hear me roar” isn’t inter-
jected, you might imagine it is.

The boys, for all their odd looks, are
really a sweet bunch once you get to
know them. Hugh Laurie’s Dr. Cock-
roach is the polite, eggheaded genius;
B.O.B (Seth Rogen) is a goodhearted,
colloidal blob of insecurity with no
apparent brain; and anxious-to-please
Link (Will Arnett), a virtual combo of
species, is, well, the missing link.

Rounding out the crusading quintet,
the fourth Musketeer is the quiet but
huge Insectisauras, a PG send up of
Mothra (1961). But, while sheer might
certainly counts, their true strength de-
rives from being right. Even little Johnny
can sense something’s not kosher when
the bad guy’s goose-stepping minions
salute and shout “Hail Gallaxhar.”

Enlightenment indeed. Problem is,
after an edifying survey of what’s
being served up to moviegoing youth
these days, accompanying adults are
apt to lose interest. Urbane only in
parts, it doesn’t really play on two
levels. Hence the dilemma: sacrifice
and take the kids to see Monsters vs.
Aliens vs. being like Gallaxhar and
only caring about yourself.

* * *
Monsters vs. Aliens, rated PG, is a

Paramount Pictures release directed by
Rob Letterman and Conrad Vernon and
stars the voices of Reese Witherspoon,
Seth Rogen and Hugh Laurie. Running
time: 94 minutes.

Potters Guild Holds
Spring Sale in Mside
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Potters’

Guild of New Jersey will hold its
pottery sale at the Community Pres-
byterian Church, located on 1459
Deer Path in Mountainside, on April
18 and 19.

The event, which is free to attend,
will occur on Saturday from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and on Sunday from noon to
5 p.m.

HIGH TEA TIME...A High Tea party for 20 at Ann Beall’s Tea Room, complete
with virtuoso violin performance and hosted by Maestro David Wroe, center, is
one of the items up for bid at the live auction at the Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) fundraising Gala on April 18, at Shackamaxon Country Club. This year’s
Spanish-themed Gala, Viva Flamenco, will also include a silent auction, as well as
a cocktail reception, gourmet dinner and dancing to a 10-piece band. Invitations
have been mailed to WSO subscribers and supporters, but attendance is open to
the public, and invitations may be obtained by calling the WSO office at (908) 232
9400. Pictured above are Nancy Baker, owner of Ana Beall’s, left, and  Dawn
Perkins, Ana Beall’s events coordinator.

NOTED FOR VOLUNTEERISM…Delores Kilkenny, left, and Marie Dorne,
members of the Woman’s Club of Westfield, have been honored for their 35 years
of continuous membership in the club. They have contributed to scores of activities
with faithful volunteerism. Both ladies are longtime residents of Westfield.

Extra Education News

Students Inducted into
World Language Society

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catho-
lic High School in Scotch Plains cel-
ebrated “World Language Week” with
all events culminating at the induction
of 39 students into the World Lan-
guage National Honor Society.

The week kicked off with hallways
filled with hundreds of hanging flags,
a poster contest and a cultural festival
with students bringing foods from their
own heritage and dressing in tradi-
tional cultural clothing.

On March 4, 10 students were
inducted into the French Honor So-
ciety, moderated by Fran Brennan;
nine represented the Italian Honor
Society, moderated by John
Cerimele, and 20 went into the Span-
ish Honor Society, moderated by
Cathy McHugh, department chair of
the World Language Department.

The requirements for induction state
that the student must study at least five
semesters of a World Language, attain
a B+ average, show evidence of inter-
est in and concern for the language
culture, customs and people, and dem-

onstrate an above-average proficiency
in that language.

Students inducted into the French
Honor Society are Alexandra Fee,
Shweta Gohil, Florianne Jalac, Rob-
ert Magella, Colleen Mulkern,
Catherine Munkittrick, Nathalia
Obara, Irene Orejudos, Mariah
Phillips and Aaron Pinkard.

Students inducted into the Italian
Honor Society are Christopher Bruno,
Damian Bzdyra, Lindsay Chaillet, Jes-
sica Costa, Erica Gianella, Arielle
Gonzales, Stephanie Ramirez, Maggie
Walsh and Amy Zofcin.

Students inducted into the Span-
ish Honor Society are Alex Bricki,
Megan Carr, Briana Cash, John
Cierpial, Jamie Ciocon, Jaclyn Ferrie,
Megan Furlong, Gregory Gedman,
Elizabeth Jones, Thomas Kaluzny,
Keith Kilanowski, James Kocur,
Samantha Marques, Echesia
Nwizugbo, Matthew O’Donnell,
Vanessa Rivera, Ashley Robinson,
Anthony Sarango, Alexander Tran
and Christopher Wolff.

VIVE LA FRANCE…The French Honor Society appears with moderator
Madame Fran Brennan as Union Catholic High School in Scotch Plains cel-
ebrated “World Language Week.”

St. Peter’s Prep Honors
Scotch Plains Resident

SCOTCH PLAINS – Peter LiVolsi
of Scotch Plains, a sophomore at Saint
Peter’s Preparatory School in Jersey
City, was among nine students pre-
sented with the Prep Spirit Award dur-
ing a ceremony on April 1.

Spirit Award recipients are nomi-
nated by their peers and selected by a
committee of faculty and students for
their ongoing active participation in
the school community, modeling the
qualities that define the ideal Prep
student: open to growth, intellectually
competent, religious, loving and com-
mitted to doing justice.

The program seeks, in particular, to
recognize the “unsung heroes” of the
school. The award has been presented

to several students each year since 1981.
The award is typically given to se-

niors, and occasionally to juniors, but
school officials said the sophomore
was chosen for the “quiet leadership”
he has displayed in his first two years
at the school.

St. Peter’s Prep Principal James
DeAngelo continued, “His enthusi-
asm in the bleachers as a leading mem-
ber of the ‘Marauder Nation’ spirit
club, his sense of calm and purpose on
the links as a member of the golf team,
and his overall commitment to excel-
lence and openness to growth have all
distinguished him as a leader for his
class, as they prepare to enter the
second half of their high school years.”

GETTING IN THE SPIRIT…Peter LiVolsi, center, of Scotch Plains, is photo-
graphed with Saint Peter’s Prep president Reverend Robert Reiser, left, and
principal James DeAngelo after receiving his Prep Spirit Award on April 1.

U Catholic Students Attend
American Legion Boys State

SCOTCH PLAINS – American
Legion Boys State is among the most
respected and selective educational
programs of government instruction
for high school students. It is a
participatory program where each
participant becomes a part of the
operation of his local, county and state
government.

Union Catholic High School of
Scotch Plains announced that three
students have been selected to this
prestigious program and will
participate at Rider University in the
weeklong program this summer.

The students chosen to attend are
Kevin Coughlan of Scotch Plains,
Thomas Kaluzny of Elizabeth and
Robert Magella of Carteret.

Kevin is a student ambassador, a
member of the Big Brother/Big Sister
program and a varsity track team
member.

Thomas is a member of the
Academic Team and Service Club and
also works as an aide and alter server
in his local parish. Robert Magella is a
member of the varsity Swim Team and
Forensics Team and is a pipe player in
the Central Jersey Police and Fire Pipe
and Drum.

At American Legion Boys State,
participants are exposed to the rights
and privileges, the duties and the

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM...Second
graders at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison transformed their class-
rooms into a dinosaur museum last month
for parents, faculty and staff members.
The students acted as docents as they led
guests through the “museum,”complete
with clay dinosaur fossils, essays, art-
work, prehistoric models and papier-
mâché sculptures. Above, Alexandra
Lack of Westfield shows her father, Simon
Lack and grandmother, Jean Lucas of
Westfield, some of the prehistoric art-
work created by the students.

WF’s Cantor Earns
Prestigious RU Honor

WESTFIELD – Rutgers Univer-
sity will bestow its highest alumni
honor on Westfield resident Dorothy
Cantor in May: membership in the
Hall of Distinguished Alumni.

The pioneering psychologist will
be recognized along with fellow gradu-
ates Natalie Morales of NBC’s “The
Today Show” and Pulitzer Prize win-
ner Junot Diaz, among others.

Collectively, their work has won a
Pulitzer Prize, advanced patient rights,
saved the lives of heart attack patients
and moved the nation toward a more
sustainable energy future, among other
achievements.

Since the Rutgers University
Alumni Federation created the Hall in
1987, such notables as best-selling
author Janet Evanovich, actor and hu-
manitarian Paul Robeson and Nobel
Prize winners Selman Waksman and
Milton Friedman have been named to
its ranks.

Ms. Cantor is the first woman clini-
cian to serve as president of the Ameri-
can Psychological Association.

The honorees will be inducted into
the Hall of Distinguished Alumni on
May 2, at The Heldrich in New
Brunswick. The annual awards recep-
tion and dinner will begin at 5:30 p.m.
To learn more, see alumni.rutgers.edu/
HDA2008.

responsibilities of a franchised citizen.
The training is objective and

practical with city, county and state
governments operated by the students
elected to the various offices.

Activities include legislative
sessions, court proceedings, law
enforcement presentations,
assemblies, bands, chorus and
recreational programs.

WF’s Callahan Makes
Fairfield Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Fairfield Univer-

sity announced that Colin Callahan,
a resident of Westfield and son of
Michael and Dianne Callahan, was
named to the school’s dean’s list.

To be selected, a student must at-
tain a grade point average of at least
3.5 of a possible 4.0.

Mr. Callahan is majoring in Finance.
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the farmhouse store
...like no other store in Westfield

For hours, address, special events and fabulous things:

www.thefarmhousestore.com

Spain’s Las Fallas Festival Dazzles
By DARRYL NEWMAN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: Darryl is a former
Westfield resident, who attended
Westfield High School before moving
to Chicago. When he called his home-
town newspaper with the idea, we
welcomed it.

Valencia is probably best known
as the birthplace of Valencia oranges
and paella, but from March 15 to 19,
you would think Spain’s third-larg-
est city was the birthplace of pyro-
mania mixed in with pageantry and
celebration.

It is the festival of Las Fallas, and
it is billed as one of Europe’s most
spectacular events.

I arrived at 2 p.m. on March 15,
just as the daily mascletà was taking
place at the City Hall Square. The
mascletà is a pyrotechnics dream.
For 10 minutes, about 250 pounds of
gunpowder explode in a rhythmic
cadence of deafening blasts.

Every day from March 1 to 19,
different sound artists shoot off a
concoction of giant firecrackers, thun-
derous smoke bombs and screaming
rockets to wow the crowds.

Fallas means “fires,” but is also
the word to describe wooden-framed
monuments that are placed in squares
and key intersections throughout the
city. The fallas depict current events,
politicians and celebrities, and they
usually have a satirical tone. On the
last night of the festival, the cremà –
the burning of all of the fallas except
the winning one – takes place.

Why the burning? Over the past
centuries, carpenters cleaned out
their shops by making bonfires of
wood scraps. It coincided with St.
Joseph’s Day, honoring the patron
saint of carpenters, on March 19.

The wood scraps took on doll-like
forms and then became human effi-
gies poking fun at the past year’s
people and events. Today, the fallas
still poke fun, but appear as beautiful
papier-mâché works of art that can
tower as high as a six-story building.

To accommodate the hundreds of
fallas and the half-million visitors to
this coastal city, more than 700 streets
were closed to traffic. Strolling down
the street, I would randomly see a
100-member fallas commission with
women, children and men in 18th
century ornate dress being followed

by their lively marching band.
To quell any hunger, temporary

food stands were set up everywhere
serving hot buñuelos de calabaza
con chocolate (hot pumpkin donuts
with hot chocolate as thick as pud-
ding). I also enjoyed horchata, a
sweet drink made from the local
tiger nut legume.

Many neighborhoods were also
holding paella cook-offs right in the
street. And, as with any good festival
in Spain, there’s always a crowd at
the Plaza de Toros (Bullring) with
the best bullfighters in Spain de-
scending on Valencia.

In contrast to the street celebra-
tions, I found a more solemn aspect
of fallas where thousands of women
from the fallas commissions marched
in processions to give flower offer-
ings to a 40-foot-high statue of the
Lady of the Forsaken, the patron
saint of Valencia. The pink, red and
white flowers were used to fill her
super-sized robe.

Every night, fireworks led up to
the 1:30 a.m. Nit de Foc (Night of
Fire), the biggest fireworks show of
the festival. It was a 22-minute ex-
travaganza of the noisiest and most
colorful fireworks I had ever experi-
enced.

The finale started with red flames
above the trees with huge balls of
thick black smoke. Above the fires,
hundreds of white, crisp fireworks,
one after another, filled the sky until
it appeared as if it were daylight.

The last night was the cremà, with
766 fallas burning throughout the
city. The last one to burn was at 1
a.m. in the City Hall Square. Fire-
works and explosions preceded the
immolation. Flames shot out every-
where from the more-than-60-foot-
high fallas. From the front row, I was
stunned at how intense the heat felt
on my face. It was as if my lips
started to chap right then and there.

Early the next morning, the streets
were clean and open for business. It
was as if Valencia just simply turned
a fresh new page. I, on the other
hand, was still recuperating from an
average of three to four hours of
sleep a night. There’s so much more
to see of Valencia, but I only had one
day left. What better excuse to come
back next year for a longer stay.

To learn more, see
fallasfromvalencia.com.

Two girls in typical Valencian Fallas dress. All photography by Darryl Newman

Winning fallas, cost over $1 million to build

City Hall Square fallas
(pictured above);

The Cremà (burning) of
City Hall fallas (here)

Westfield’s Downtown Comes
Alive for Youth Art Month

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Every spring, for
the last 14 years, the town of Westfield
has celebrated Youth Art Month
(YAM) by transforming itself into a
showcase for art created by students
enrolled in the town’s 10 public
schools.

This year, 59 locations, most of
them downtown businesses, volun-
teered window space to display paint-
ings, drawings, sculpture and painted
furniture created by approximately
600 Westfield students.

“YAM really brings the town to
life,” said Trish Cheek, secretary of
the Westfield Public Schools’ Fine
Arts Department and coordinator of
the YAM program.

A collaborative effort on the part of
the school system, parents and stu-
dents, YAM encourages a town–wide
interest in student art in a
nonjudgmental and critique-free at-
mosphere.

School art teachers selected the
pieces chosen to be displayed during
YAM. Creativity and the ability to
evoke an emotional response were
two of the criteria used for selection.

Commitment to the creation of the
art, including the young artist’s work
ethic, also played a part in the selec-
tion.

I to Eye, Lord and Taylor, Cold
Stone Creamery, Score, The Gap and
the Westfield Memorial Library were
among the locations donating store-
fronts and other space for YAM ex-

hibits.
“In this difficult economic time, it

is refreshing to see the support of the
community with welcoming smiles
and comments about the awesome
work of our students,” said Linda
King, supervisor of Fine Arts for the
Westfield Public Schools.

Susan Wood Ponce’s two daugh-
ters, Elizabeth, a seventh grade stu-
dent at Edison Intermediate School,
and Katherine, a Westfield High
School sophomore, both displayed
art for YAM.

Elizabeth exhibited a floral pastel
at Lord and Taylor, while Katherine’s
pottery was part of a display at the
Westfield Memorial Library.

“I think YAM is a wonderful pro-
gram that instills pride in both the
students as well as the parents,” said
Ms. Ponce, who also volunteers her

time during YAM, transporting and
setting up the art.

“It is exciting what a young person
can create. There’s a lot of high qual-
ity artwork on exhibit out there,” she
continued.

Margaret Smith, who has three chil-
dren at Franklin Elementary, is a vol-
unteer with the Westfield Coalition
for the Arts.

She also helped deliver and set up
the students’ artwork.

“It’s an amazing opportunity for
the students to see their work dis-
played downtown,” she said, adding
that it’s great for businesses, school
and the art teachers as well.

“[YAM] is a wonderful time of
year when [the whole town] works
collaboratively to highlight the tal-
ents of our children in the Westfield
Public Schools,” said Ms. King.

WINDOW DRESSING...Artwork above was displayed in an empty storefront on
East Broad Street, which formerly housed Little Treasures, filling the window
with an attractive display. The three portraits were created by Edison Interme-
diate School students under the tutelage of teacher Dan Black.

Guild Offers Gelatin
Plate Printmaking

RAHWAY – Registration is now
open for spring 2009 workshops at
The Arts Guild of Rahway.

Easy Printmaking with a Gelatin
Plate will run on Saturday, May 9,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Using water-based inks, partici-
pants will explore and develop vari-
ous techniques, including
monoprinting with stencils and brush-
work. All levels are welcome.

Rayna Gillman is the instructor for
this workshop. The workshop fee is
$65. Students are responsible for their
own tools and materials. A supply list
will be distributed upon registration.

To register, call (732) 381-7511, e-
mail artsguild1670@verizon.net or
visit rahwayartsguild.org.

Acclaimed Tom Chapin
Performs in Westfield

WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series contin-
ues its ninth season by presenting
Tom Chapin in concert at the First
United Methodist Church, located at
1 East Broad Street (corner of North
Avenue) in Westfield, on Saturday,
April 18.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admis-
sion is $26 online and $27 at the
door. Advance purchase of tickets is
highly recommended by going to
tomchapin.eventbrite.com. Ukelele
Lady, Victoria Vox, will open the
show.

All net proceeds from this
evening’s concert will be donated to
the Keith Knost Special Needs Trust.

For more than 30 years and through
19 compact discs, Mr. Chapin has
entertained, amused and enlightened
audiences of all ages with life-af-
firming original songs told in a so-

phisticated array of musical styles.
Mr. Chapin’s adult concerts and

recordings are sparked by strong,
intelligent songwriting with clear,
engaging vocals and the intricate,
melodic guitar work that has be-
come his trademark.

The New York Times called Mr.
Chapin “one of the great personali-
ties in contemporary folk music.”

According to the musician, he said,
“Mine is not a traditional music, but
it comes from a tradition. My musi-
cal heroes are people like Pete Seeger
and Woody Guthrie, who wrote and
sang real songs for real people – for
everyone, old, young, and in be-
tween.”

Five of his family recordings have
received Grammy nominations for
Best Musical Album For Children,
including Some Assembly Required,
his newest family recording.

He is also a narrator of children’s
books on tape. Three of his narra-
tions won Grammy Awards for Best
Spoken Word Album for Children.

To learn more, visit
tomchapin.eventbrite.com or
coffeewithconscience.org.

Tom Chapin performs in Westfield

Boss, Mandel to Read In
Fanwood at Carriage House
FANWOOD – The Carriage House

Poetry Series invited the public to cel-
ebrate National Poetry Month at a free
poetry event on Tuesday, April 21, fea-
turing poets Laura Boss and Charlotte
Mandel.

The readings will begin at 8 p.m. in
the Patricia Kuran Arts Center on
Watson Road, off North Martine Av-
enue, adjacent to Fanwood Borough
Hall.

Ms. Boss is the founder and editor of
Lips Magazine. She is a three-time
recipient of fellowships in creative writ-
ing from the New Jersey State Council
on the Arts. In 2007, she was a featured
reader at the Dylan Thomas Centre in
Wales.

Her awards for poetry include an
American Literary Translator’s Award
for her book “On the Edge of the
Hudson” (Cross-Cultural Communi-
cations) and first prize in the Poetry
Society of America’s Gordon Barber
Poetry Contest.

Her other books of poetry include
“Arms: New and Selected Poems”
(Guernica Editions) and “Reports from
the Front” (Cross-Cultural).

Ms. Mandel is a teacher, editor and
author of several volumes of poetry,
including “Rock Vein Sky” and “Sight
Lines” (both from Midmarch Arts
Press).

Her poems, fiction, essays and re-
views have appeared in the Journal of
New Jersey Poets, Iowa Review, En-
glish Literature in Transition, Ameri-
can Book Review, Prairie Schooner,
New Millennium Writings and many
others.

Ms. Mandel is a five-time winner of
awards from the William Carlos Will-
iams Poetry Center and her featured
readings include the Dodge Poetry Fes-
tival, the Princeton Arts Council, the
Folger Shakespeare Library and the
Poetry Society of America.

An open mic will follow the featured
performance. For information, call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298. For online
directions and other information, visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com.

Smell of the Kill
Features SP Resident
CRANFORD – The Theater

Project, Union County College’s pro-
fessional theater company, presents
The Smell of the Kill by Michele
Lowe and directed by Mark Spina.

Barbara Guidi of Scotch Plains stars
as one of the three “malicious and
very desperate” housewives.

Performances run until April 19.
Friday and Saturday shows begin at 8
p.m. Sunday performances begin at 3
p.m. General admission is $22. Stu-
dent tickets are $10.

Tickets are $15 for Thursday per-
formances, starting at 8 p.m. There is
no performance on Easter Sunday,
April 12.

For more information, contact
theaterproject@aol.com or call (908)
659-5189.

Oratorio Society To
Present Spring Concert

AREA – With members from all
over Union County, the Oratorio So-
ciety of New Jersey, under the direc-
tion of Sandor Szabo, will present its
spring concert at 8 p.m. on April 25,
at the Union Congregational Church,
located at 176 Cooper Avenue in
Upper Montclair.

Featured will be Mendelssohn’s St.
Paul Oratorio, accompanied by pro-
fessional orchestra. Soloists include
Elizabeth Perryman, soprano; Marion
Gayles, alto; David Kellett, tenor;
Mark Wilson, bass, and Donald
Dulaney at the organ.

General admission is $15. For more
information, call (973) 783-3837 or
log on to oratoriosocietynj.org.

Jersey Central Art
Guides Public on Tour
CRANFORD – On Sunday, May

17, from noon to 5 p.m., the Jersey
Central Art Studios of Cranford in-
vites the public to tour 17 artists’
location sites.

Artists’ home studios, together with
local businesses hosting visiting art-
ists, will provide the venues for exhi-
bitions of painting, photography,
stained glass and more.

A highlight of the tour will be the
chance to observe the current restora-
tion of four original WPA-era paint-
ings (late 1930s, early 1940s) depict-
ing important Cranford historical
scenes. This restoration is currently
underway at the Cranford High
School.

In addition, Plein Air painters will
be painting in and around Hanson
Park, capturing spring.

The event will start at Hanson Park
with a tent displaying reproductions
of the artists’ works and giving ticket
holders an opportunity to map their
routes.

Whether it is a Cranford artist or a
visiting artist, they will help guide the
public through the creative process.
The public can see works in progress,
finished pieces for sale and demon-
strations during this self-guided tour.

For more information, advanced
ticket purchase and sponsorship op-
portunities, visit jcas.org.

Potters Guild Holds
Spring Sale in Mside
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Potters’

Guild of New Jersey will hold its
pottery sale at the Community Pres-
byterian Church, located on 1459
Deer Path in Mountainside, on April
18 and 19.

The event, which is free to attend, will
occur on Saturday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and on Sunday from noon to 5 p.m.
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Investigative Consultants International

Private
Investigative

Services

icinj.com

231 North Avenue
Suite 302
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-9185 tel
(908) 789-4681 fax

email: mboyle@icinj.com

Our clients are as varied in size
and type as the investigative
services that they require.

They include New Jersey, na-
tional and multi-national law
firms and corporations.

For New Jersey based law firms
and corporations, we frequently
serve as coordinator for multi-
state or international investiga-
tions.

Call us.
We’ll assist you.

Michael Boyle

http://www.goleader.com/online/
http://www.goleader.com/online/
http://www.icinj.com/


goleader
Online

The Westfield Leader and The Times Online Extra

09.01.15.001www.goleader.com

Someone’s Looking

Have them look at you.
We’ll put your message here for hundreds of thousands to see.
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This Is Westfield2009 37th Annual Edition
coming in May

Reserve Your Advertising Space Now

Each spring, This Is Westfield is mailed to every household in Westfield with the
newspaper and it is published on this website. It is a year-round reference for resi-
dents and a gift for newcomers in the area. This Is Westfield features the region’s
business, education, civic, government and cultural organizations.

It is distributed by many groups such as realtors, libraries and the town. (See detailed
order information at www.goleader.com/tiw).

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

see www.goleader.com/tiw

Questions? Contact:
sales@goleader.com

(908) 232-4407

(Place your Ad order now before the March 15 deadline)
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