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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tincal – Crude borax
2. Rostrulum – A small beak, as of an

insect
3. Tocher – The dowry of a bride
4. Biga – In ancient Rome, a chariot

drawn by two horses

ATAZIR
1. A warm wind of the Sahara
2. A type of Syrian scarf
3. A Filipino Moslem who takes an

oath before a priest that he will die killing
Christians

4. The influence of a star upon another,
or upon man

PERDITION
1. Shame; humiliation
2. Complete and irreparable loss; ruin
3. The waiting place of the dead before

being delivered to heaven or hell
4. Unfaithfulness; perfidious

JENNET
1. A spinning machine with a number

of spindles
2. A window shade of horizontal slats

that slope and overlap
3. A female donkey or small Spanish

horse
4. A short, stout crowbar used for open-

ing doors
PTEROPE

1. Related to or characteristic of a fern
2. A fruit bat
3. In anatomy, the junction of frontal,

the temporal and the great wing of the
spheniod bones

4. In Grecian architecture, a row of
columns, as in a peristyle; a portico

Community Commentary

by Garland C. "Bud" Boothe, Jr.
Former Westfield Mayor, 1992-1996

Last time, I criticized as hard, effec-
tively and clearly as I could the concept of
giving municipalities, school boards and
counties the option to defer half of what
they would otherwise have to pay over to
the state pension fund for the current and
two future years until in the future. On
fairness and good accounting and com-
mon sense, this proposal fails.

Nevertheless, I cannot ignore the effect
of continuing heavy property taxes now,
caused in part by the burden of currently
required pension payments into the fund,
let alone making up for payments that
should have been but for political reasons
were not made in the past decade.

First, what are we talking about? We
Westfield taxpayers paid $22 million of
the town’s 2008 budget, about 58 percent,
and we got billed for pensions almost
$2.2 million, or 10 percent of what we
pay. Deferring half of this would “save”
us – and stick our kids – a million.

For the schools, we pay 92 percent or
$75 million of operating costs this year;
the pensions for all but teachers and ad-
ministrators comes to $611,600, or a third
of the town’s situation (the state, thank
you, pays all teacher pension costs). Pen-
sion costs for the town and the BOE
together amount to about 3 per cent of the
total town/board property tax bill.

The “typical” Westfield house is
$500,000 and paid $12,000 in taxes, in-
cluding $360 for pensions. Deferral of
half, 1.5 percent, is $180 a year. And all of
this assumes, probably wrongly, no ad-
verse effect on state aid, caps and other
Trenton-created bobby-traps in their con-
trols over municipalities and boards. Guys,
is it worth it?

But increasing property taxes are a
problem for many, not only the seniors.
Former Assembly Leader (and later Con-
gressman) Bob Franks and I discussed
this two decades ago, to find some way to
make life easier under the burden of then-
considered unbearable property taxes. The
idea never went anywhere, but it is what
I am suggesting here to give some relief to
those needing property tax help – Now.

Taxpayers meeting certain criteria
would have the right to defer – not avoid
forever – a portion of their property tax
bill for the current and future year. Their
option. Consequences:

The town is the only entity authorized
to tax real estate and thus is the tax collec-
tor also for the board, county, Special
Improvement District and other entities.
If the property owner cannot pay, never-
theless the municipality needs the bucks.

A request for deferral has to be pro-
cessed at any time, not at a once a year
deadline, to accommodate those who lost
their job, portfolio, spouse, health, etc.
yesterday. Other criteria might include
having a New Jersey or federal taxable
income of not more than a certain amount.

The amount deferred – perhaps a per-
centage with a cap — out of a total tax bill
for the year – would be paid to the town by
the state. The amount would become a
lien against the real estate, as all unpaid
taxes are now. And property taxes, in-
cluding new ones, take priority over all
else, including mortgages to banks or
others, even those given prior in time to
the taxes deferred. And the banks have

Deferring Pension Contributions;
A Poor Idea, Part 2

nothing to say about it either. And this
would be made abundantly clear in the
paperwork that would be executed.

When the property changes hands – by
sale or by foreclosure of an unpaid mort-
gage or other unpaid taxes – all that has
been deferred must be repaid out of the
proceeds. If a bank or purchaser takes
over a property at sheriff’s sale, the sher-
iff cannot deliver a deed in foreclosure
until the deferred pension deferral
amounts, and any other unpaid municipal
taxes and assessments, are paid in full. If
this does not happen, the municipality
gets the property by tax foreclosure and
can dispose of it free and clear. (A lot of
Westfield property, today’s housing and
parks, went that way during the 1930s).

Where does the money come from for
cash flow back to the municipality for it
and the other public agencies? The state
should create a new special fund for this,
selling bonds from time to time, secured
solely by real property taxes repayable
under this program, and barricaded against
invasion for other state budget emergen-
cies. This fund pays the municipality what
it otherwise would have gotten from the
property owner; payments back to the
fund can be used to provide deferrals for
others, or to retire bonds, as appropriate.

This is a good time to reconsider a
patchwork of existing other tax-relief pro-
grams, none of which restore to the tax-
payers the taxes redistributed among oth-
ers: eligible seniors, veterans and wid-
ows, which we Westfielders pay our-
selves (around $1.25 million), and the
Property Tax Reimbursement (tax freeze)
Program, whereby moneys are refunded
direct from the state coffers ($10 million
this year, estimated $14 million next).

Why should the heirs of the beneficia-
ries of these programs, particularly al-
ready “wealthy” ones, get real estate free
and clear of years of taxpayer property tax
contributions to their antecedents? Those
should also become liens and those pro-
grams in present form abolished.

There are objections and problems,
starting with the notorious situation of
New Jersey having so many bonds out. I
do not like the idea of another bond issue
any more than most responsible leaders in
the state, including I believe the Gover-
nor. But these have a dedicated repay-
ment source. And the bonds are, as I
noted, backed by the most valuable asset
in this state – the terra firma under your
feet and house and mine.

If you have a better idea on how to keep
the pension payments current and not
deferred, which is imperative, and still
give a break to some unfortunate portion
of our population, now is the time to voice
it. To quote John Adams, “ Is anybody
there? Does anybody care? Does any-
body see the light?”

Former Mayor Bud Boothe has been
following New Jersey property issues, as
a law student, attorney and municipal
official, for over 50 years. He says the
problems existed back then, and they
have not gotten any better.

Editor’s Note: A better idea? – Cut
expenses, stop corruption and end un-
funded promises; whether town, county,
state or school board; deferral is just
tapping the taxpayer later.

Clancy Lists Reasons
For Joining BOE

The volunteerism and dedication of the
people who live and work in our commu-
nity has never ceased to amaze me. It
always seems that when one helping hand
reaches out, many more quickly follow.
As I have said before, I do feel so fortu-
nate to live in an environment made up of
caring individuals, who together define
the word community.

When I joined the board of education
three years ago, my reasons were many. I
felt that my 20 years of experience as both
a parent and a teacher would reflect so
many of the voices in our community. In
addition, I hoped to offer a perspective
that was deeply rooted in finding ways to
best meet the needs of all of our young
learners. I also feel it is important to be a
good listener because I believe everyone
has a right to his or her opinion and that
best solutions are always found when
weighing all the options.

When making decisions, I value re-
search, community input and having an
open mind. With parents who live in
town, children ages 10-26, and students
ages 3-5, I am well aware of the multiple
perspectives that exist right here in our
town. I constantly strive to consider the
impact of these perspectives as I make
decisions in my work as a board member.

Additionally, it is vitally important to
me as a parent, a teacher and as a board of
education member that we teach our chil-
dren to become life-long learners. I feel it
is critical to find ways of ensuring that not
only are our children learning, but that
they have the desire to learn as well. We
must continue to value all ideas, inspire
questioning and discovery, and create
environments that allow all of our chil-
dren to succeed.

It has taken me these past three years of
listening to administrators, teachers and
staff, fellow board members and other
community members to gain a full under-
standing and appreciation of the com-
plexity of the job as a board of education
member. As a team, the board and the
administrators strive to better the educa-
tion for all of our students. Our mission is
to provide a high standard of education
and to reach a diverse population of learn-
ers.

There is no end point, only a con-
tinuum to build a solid foundation of
education and to find ways to make it
stronger. I am dedicated to my work on
the Board of Education and to the chil-
dren we serve. It would be an honor to
continue to work together, as a commu-
nity, in our commitment to excellence in
education.

Jane Clancy
Westfield

Vote for Westfield;
Not State Mediocrity
I want to take this opportunity to thank

the Westfield Board of Education for
your very thoughtful budget preparation
this year. I know it has been a very diffi-
cult process and that some of the cuts you
had to make were with deep regret. You
have sought out additional cost reduc-
tions where possible and some of the
administrators and staff have even gone
so far as to give back a portion of their
compensation. It is much appreciated!

The State of New Jersey’s fiscal prob-
lems have left all school districts in quite
a difficult predicament. The state then
adds insult to injury for a town like
Westfield, who receives very little state
aid, by placing a cap on what Westfield
taxpayers can do to help maintain our
accomplished school system. Is Trenton’s
goal to have a statewide education system
of mediocrity?

With that said, it is very important that
we are all informed about the budget and
get out to vote on April 21. If the budget
does not pass, then it will be sent over to
the Westfield Town Council, where they
will further review it and determine if
additional cuts can be made. Unfortu-
nately, the BOE’s list of “Worst-Case
Scenario” reductions may end up becom-
ing a reality in that case. Elementary
school counselors may be eliminated;
intermediate school counselors may be
reduced and will have to be responsible
for even more students;additional teach-
ers may be cut, and intramurals and some
of the arts may be eliminated or reduced
significantly.

I urge you to learn more about the
budget cuts and how they will affect you
and your family so you can make an
informed decision in the voting booth on
April 21. For more information, please go
to the website: westfieldnjk12.org and
click on Budget Election Info.

Colleen Echausse
Westfield

Now is Not the Time For Westfield
To Pick on Local Businesses

Leader Archives
Are ‘Priceless’

I am the granddaughter of Paul and
Celia Meisel. The archives, which are
now searchable at The Westfield Leader,
are priceless to our family.

245 Walnut Street, 33 and 35 Elm
Street tell my whole family’s story in
print. Irma (Meisel) Horowitz and Marilyn
(Meisel) Klein are my aunts. Gloria
(Meisel) Zarrow is my mom. As my mom
ages, I find that finding this information
for her and my aunts a treasure trove of
their lives in print. My grandfather and
grandmother Paul and Celia Meisel had a
part in what Westfield is today. It’s the
little things that I have found a wonderful
collection of memories for them. Even
the ads in The Westfield Leader for my
grandfather’s store are priceless.

I would like to thank all who had a part
in putting this online. Without their ef-
forts and dedication to this project, our
family’s past would have been lost for-
ever. Again, with great appreciation.

Lisa (Zarrow) Tanguay
Warwick, R.I.

I would like to thank Westfield’s zon-
ing officer for taking the time and effort to
write me a letter last week informing me
that the three-foot by four-foot banner I
hang in front of my Zamba Chicken res-
taurant on South Avenue (in Westfield) is
in violation of the town’s Land Use Ordi-
nance. The letter was well-written, printed
on classic linen stationary and accompa-
nied by an 8.5-by-11-inch color photo
that clearly documents the violation. How-
ever, the letter has got me thinking: how
much better off would we be as a town if
that type of effort was directed at helping
the business community, rather than try-
ing to tear it down, one sign, banner and
promotional poster at a time?

We are in the middle of one of the worst
recessions in our country’s history, and
businesses all around us are failing. Now,
more than ever, we need the town to help
support Westfield’s existing merchants
and to foster a business environment that
allows empty storefronts to be filled
promptly. That’s not going to happen if
we pick on merchants every time they try

to do something that promotes their store,
especially merchants like me who pay
property taxes, pay outdoor dining permit
fees, donate to community organizations
and follow all other municipal rules and
regulations. Losing those types of busi-
nesses negatively affects everyone in the
community.

I know the zoning officer was just
doing her job, but I wish some of the zeal
the town has taken in combating my little
banner could be used, instead, to promote
the downtown for the greater good. You
may think a small banner in front of a
restaurant looks tacky, but a town full of
empty storefronts looks much worse.
Please, Westfield, let’s focus on what’s
really important.

John Gennaro
Clark

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky Will Seek a Second Term
It is an honor and a privilege to serve as

your mayor. As some of you may know,
this is the final year of my four-year term.
I’ve made the decision to run for a second
term, although this certainly wasn’t a
difficult one. I find my mayoral responsi-
bilities deeply rewarding and satisfying,
and want to continue to serve the town
that is such an important part of the lives
of my family and me. Westfield is a
beautiful town with great community
pride, volunteerism and spirit. I share
these values, and my desire to continue as
mayor during these difficult times is un-
wavering. I want to build on the successes
and progress we’ve made to date.

When I first took office, my primary
goals were to provide more transparency
to Westfield taxpayers and ensure that
municipal services worked more effec-
tively. Not only did we achieve these
goals, but we exceeded them as well. I
believe that during my term, we opened
the doors to communication, account-
ability and transparency to Westfield’s
governing body. I introduced the model
of a budget presentation directly to the
citizens at council meetings. We now (i)
present a detailed budget to the public
each year, (ii) post the presentation on the
town website and (iii) include a letter with
each tax bill that summarizes “Where
Does Your Tax Dollar Go?”

To further enhance communication,
I’ve made myself available during “Cof-
fee with the Mayor” sessions on Saturday
mornings. Each year, up to 150 residents
have taken advantage of these Saturday
office hours, and I’ve learned quite a bit
from our citizens. I enjoy these office
hours and want to thank you all for your
comments, compliments and recommen-
dations. To further aid in communication,
we improved Westfield’s town website
(westfieldnj.gov) to post the minutes and
agendas of town council and other town
boards and commissions. TV36 contin-

ues to produce and broadcast new and
interesting programs with an overall more
polished and professional look. This is a
very important time for Westfield, as we
continue to face difficult municipal and
budgetary decisions in challenging eco-
nomic times. Continuing a policy of open
communication and transparency in gov-
ernment is vital.

Concerning the budget, every year of
my term, the Finance Committee and I
have challenged each budgeted line item
with the goal of minimizing town prop-
erty taxes without sacrificing services.
Our efforts have been well worth it. Since
2006, departmental operating budgets
have increased by a total of only $60,000.
Over the past four years, 22 positions
have either been eliminated or adjusted to
part-time, equating to a reduction of al-
most 16 full-time positions, which, in
turn, results in $1 million in savings to the
taxpayer. My focus will continue to be on
spending our tax dollars as wisely and
efficiently as possible.

Working with the town council, de-
partment officials and many dedicated
employees, we have truly improved mu-
nicipal services. We have completed sev-
eral major infrastructure improvements,
including the merger, reconfiguration and
rebuilding of Parking Lots 1 and 8, creat-
ing a new and larger Lot 1. By moving
employee permit parking to lesser-used
areas, we were able to provide over 100
new short-term parking spaces for shop-
pers and diners right in the heart of the
downtown area. Parking improvements
were also made to Commuter Lot 3.

Additionally, traffic safety has been an
area of focus during my term. The Public
Safety, Transportation and Parking Com-
mittee, lead by Councilman [Mark]
Ciarrocca, identified traffic “hot spots”
around town and then prioritized eight areas
for attention and remedial action. Improve-
ments have been or are in the process of

being implemented at these locations. The
committee also worked with Union County
on improved pedestrian crosswalks and traf-
fic controls on North Avenue, East Broad
Street, Mountain Avenue and Central Av-
enue. To aid in traffic safety, elementary
schools now have a “Walking School Bus”
program. The goals of this program are to
reduce traffic congestion around schools,
reduce pollution, and to provide greater
safety and increased physical fitness to our
school-aged children.

Recreation improvements included in-
stallation of state-of-the-art synthetic turf
at Houlihan and Sid Fey athletic fields.
Not only does this provide an excellent
facility to Westfield’s youth, it allows
more practice and games while at the
same time it lessens wear and tear on
grass fields. Further, in 2008, we com-
pleted a major facility upgrade with a
wonderful new and expanded commu-
nity pool facility. Most importantly, the
cost of the pool will be paid for from
membership revenues, not from property
taxes. The police department recently
completed a major communications up-
grade to its facility, resulting in a modern
emergency services dispatch center. Other
infrastructure and facility improvements
include roof and interior renovations to
the Memorial Library, and the
Mindowaskin Park and Clark Park Gaze-
bos.

My decision to seek a second term is
largely due to my admiration of Westfield,
its residents and community pride, but
I’m really proud of all the work we’ve all
accomplished. I want to continue to be
your mayor by doing things that make
Westfield a great place to live and work,
and one of the most desirable towns in
New Jersey. For more information on my
campaign, please visit andy2009.com.

Andy Skibitsky
Westfield

Drivers, Pedestrians: Be Safe,
For Your Sake and For Others

The grave automobile accident Monday afternoon
in Westfield on North Avenue was tragic and serves
as a reminder to all of us just how dangerous that road
can be. The poor gentleman who was killed appar-
ently was a pedestrian still on the sidewalk, yet he
was fatally struck through no fault of his own. We
grieve for him, his family and friends.

North Avenue is a county road. It is in effect a
highway – that is the way many of the drivers of cars
perceive it. Yet, pedestrians in town may perceive it
as a local road. This leads to a treacherous state of
mind and potential tragedy — even in the best of
circumstances.

At dusk or with rainy conditions, risks elevate.
Rush hour can bring road rage or driver impatience.
Some drivers are just totally oblivious. There are
many good drivers on the road, but it only takes one
– or a distracting cell phone conversation.

Given all this, it is astounding how many times we
see pedestrians cross in the middle of North Avenue,
holding their arms up to stop drivers as these pedes-
trians illegally traverse. Some even do so with their
children or while pushing their children in carriages.
Similarly, many of us have had to jump out of a
crosswalk while crossing legally with the light to
avoid being hit by an aggressive, uncaring or inatten-
tive driver.

In our society, so hooked on cars and with a
mentality that seems to place some drivers on an-
other planet, saying, “Be careful” to pedestrians is an
understatement. But, this is the minimum thought
that should always be in our minds.

We cannot have policemen on every corner. We
cannot expect that our roads will be redesigned
anytime soon.

Perhaps the county can figure out some options for
this road and others that are similarly dangerous.
Perhaps automakers can add a feature in cars such as
to announce to a driver when entering a crowded,
town street.

We are all drivers, and we are all pedestrians. Let’s
be of the same mind all of the time – be safe, for your
sake and for others.

Apology to Mountainside
We have rightfully received criticism from some

of our subscribers in Mountainside. They complained
that our newspaper’s coverage of the Mountainside
School System budget pales in comparison to the
detail we provided for Westfield.

To correct this, we submitted an Open Public
Records request (OPRA) last week with the
Mountainside Public Schools seeking copies of their
public notice of the budget published by them for the
last five years. We also asked where the notices were
published.

Last Friday, they responded that our request was
unclear. We made it clear as can be then by providing
an example copy of the Westfield Budget Public
Notice. We called them on Monday and Tuesday
without success.

To our Mountainside subscribers, we will keep
you informed on this effort.

See more letters and candidate
releases on page 16

E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Windfall Settlement
Chambers Award

The Leader’s March 19 Settlement
Awards story did not address the fact that
the settlement could be equivalent to over
$1 million on a taxable basis. That’s be-
cause the settlement payment is “on ac-
count of personal injury”; and, if granted,
the application “for disability retirement”
and “life-time medical benefits” are prob-
ably all income tax exempt under the law.

The fact that the plaintiff has long life
expectancy under actuarial statistics, is
retiring at a relatively young age and
since government pension and medical
benefit plans are very attractive, the fu-
ture value of those benefits is much greater
than the initial $380,000 lump sum pay-
ment in 2009.

“The Town (of Westfield) agrees not to
contest Chambers’ application for dis-
ability retirement with life-time medical
benefits. The Town further agrees to
promptly cooperate ... in the preparation
of her application for disability retire-
ment ...“

The Town has also agreed “Chambers’
personnel file will be purged of all records
demonstrating or relating to disciplinary
infractions AT ANY TIME (emphasis
added) in her career.”

Why was a blanket removal of such
matters, if any, not relating to the Decem-
ber 14, 2006 lawsuit, included in the
settlement?

Thanks to The Leader for posting the
five-page settlement agreement on its
website. A parting observation, plaintiff’s
attorney clearly knows this specialized
area of perfectly legal exaction.

Tim Harrington
Madison


