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TOP ACHIEVERS…Senator Robert Menendez (D-NJ), center, poses with
Westfield Y Black Achievers at the 11th Annual Black Achievers Fundraising and
Recognition Banquet at L’Affaire in Mountainside on Friday, March 20. The
banquet raises scholarship sund. The Connell Co. presented a $10,000 check.

 

, function, and 

health are our responsibility. 
 

 

That is our mission. Our philosophy is comprehensive care that takes into account the entire 

mouth, jaw, face, and neck. This understanding of the interrelatedness of the whole oral system 

results in more predictability in dental work, comfort for the patient, and superior esthetics 

when dental treatment is indicated. 

 

We provide patient-focused service where they are an active participant in their treatment 

decisions, offer flexible scheduling that cater to their convenience, and our passion for 

continuing education so we may bring them the best that dentistry has to offer. We truly enjoy 

seeing the changes we make in their lives. 

 

Our patients expect exceptional attention when they come in and we work hard to make each 

visit a stress-free experience. We believe that a calm and positive environment has a soothing 

effect on our patients. Our friendly, sincere and caring staff goes the extra mile to take care of 

their specific needs. Our relationship with our patients is based on honesty, integrity and trust. 

We want to treat you as we would like to be treated. That goes for everything we do, from 

greeting you warmly by your name to presenting clear treatment choices. 

 

 

Our practice is nestled in a quiet and picturesque residential area of Westfield, 

conveniently located off of North Avenue near Lord & Taylor. A Colonial building 

with a warm, inviting reception area welcomes you to a relaxing atmosphere 

where you may enjoy a complimentary refreshment before or after your visit.  

 
 

Call us today for more information about our  

unique practice or visit our website. 

 
 

229 CHARLES STREET  WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 

PH: 908.389.0222  FAX: 908.389.0223 

info@doctormerriman.com 

 

WWW.DOCTORMERRIMAN.COM 

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries

Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death

Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

www.franksmithlaw.com
908-233-5800

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ
No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

Roselle Golf Club, Your New Home for 2009
Union County Golfers. Has the closing of Oak Ridge left you feeling “sub par?”

Roselle G.C. is OPEN for our 92nd year!
Membership opportunities starting at only $1,800.

No greens fees, no mandatory carts, and no 5 hour rounds!

Just a friendly, private golf club experience.

www.rosellegolfclub.com

The Board of Roselle Golf Club and its members look forward to hearing from golfers
interested in joining our club.

We can be contacted at: (908) 245-7175

Joe Zanko, Membership Chairman (908) 403-0964

Email: RGC.golf@verizon.net

Roselle Golf Club is located at 417 Raritan Rd, Roselle, NJ 07203

For more information, see our website www.rosellegolfclub.com

417 Raritan Rd, Roselle, NJ 07203 - (908)  245-7175

Union County Golfers:

Has the closing of Oak Ridge left you feeling
“sub par?”

Roselle G.C. is OPEN for our 92nd year!

Membership opportunities start at only $1,800.
No greens fees, no mandatory carts, and no 5
hour rounds!

Just a friendly, private golf club experience.

Roselle Golf Club, Your New Home for 2009

IF YOU ARE DIVORCED
AND

1. You have lost your job and are having a problem paying alimony and child support. 
OR

2. You have not been receiving your alimony and child support on time. 
OR

3. You have not had your child support reviewed in the last two years.
THEN

You should contact THE FAMILY LAW DEPARTMENT OF 
DUGHI & HEWIT, P.C.

For a FREE CONFERENCE to find out your legal rights.
Four attorneys at varying hourly rates.

CALL
(908) 272-0200

340 North Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

We’ll mail 7,000 copies of your article for 2¢ apiece

www.goleader.com/express

The Westfield Leader and The Times

42¢

Freeholders to Oppose Cuts
In Psychiatric Funding
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders is expected to for-
mally go on record tonight in support
of a resolution by the New Jersey
Association of Counties (NJAC) op-
posing proposed cuts in state funding
to counties for the maintenance of
patients in psychiatric facilities.
Union County maintains 20 beds at
its Cornerstone program at Runnells
Specialized Hospital in Berkeley
Heights.

Director of Finance Larry Caroselli
said the cuts, estimated at $6 million
statewide, would not impact calendar
year 2009 county budgets, but would
impact next year’s spending plans.
He said information is currently not
available on what funding cuts Union
County could face.

According to a resolution from
NJAC obtained by The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, the state has  “his-
torically” paid 90 percent of the costs
for maintaining patients in psychiat-
ric facilities, while the counties have
paid 10 percent. Last year the state
reduced that payment to 87.5 per-
cent, hiking counties’ payments to
12.5 percent. The Fiscal Year 2009-
2010 state budget has the state re-
ducing its share to 85 percent with
counties paying 15 percent of the
costs.

“The imposition of this additional
cost burden upon county governments
will result in several million dollars
of lost revenue, which will ultimately
be borne by the local property tax-
payer,” according to the NJAC reso-
lution.

NJAC said it “strongly opposes the
provision contained in the proposed
Fiscal Year 2009-10 state budget to
reduce funding to New Jersey’s
county governments for the mainte-
nance of patients in state and county
psychiatric facilities an additional 2.5
percent.”

The county received $7,791,753 in
state funding for psychiatric patients
last year and anticipates $7,239,885
this year, according to a copy of the
2009 Union County budget.

The freeholders are also set to go
on record in opposing the elimination
of $1.4 million in state funding set
forth by the New Jersey Department
of Children and Families Commis-
sioner Kimberly Ricketts. The money
supports the County Human Services
Advisory Council (CHSAC).

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders are expected to vote
tonight on state legislation that would

eliminate the requirement for coun-
ties to continue to mail sample elec-
tion ballots to voters for ballots that
could not be delivered by the U.S.
Postal Service.

Dennis Kobitz, administrator for
the Union County Board of Elec-
tions, told the freeholders that the
legislation, if it were to become law,
would save Union County $15,000
per county-wide election for the Gen-
eral, Primary and school board elec-
tions.

He said that, under current law, the
county is required to continue mail-
ing sample ballots to voters for four
consecutive years unless information
has been received that the voter is no
longer at the address.

Under questioning from Freeholder
Deborah Scanlon, Mr. Kobitz ex-
plained that when a resident receives
a ballot for someone who no longer
resides at the address, they should
mail the ballot back to the Board of
Elections. When that occurs, he said,
the county updates its records.

The legislation, A-4314, sponsored
by Assemblyman Joseph Cryan (LD-
20, Union), was passed 79-0 on March
16 by the Assembly. The bill would
eliminate the requirement to mail
ballots to voters who have not re-
sponded to notices attempting to con-
firm their current residence.

“We’ve asked all 21 counties to have
resolutions put on (their freeholder
board agendas),” Mr. Kobitz said.

The legislation was referred to the
Senate State Government Commit-
tee, which is chaired by Senator Nick
Scutari, (LD-22, Linden), a former
Union County freeholder.

Mr. Kobitz requested approval of
four contracts totaling $158,000 for
transporting voting machines from
polling locations county-wide for
2009 elections, as well as for the
printing of poll and voting authority
books and other printing needed for
this year’s elections.

Wildlife Sunday, April 19,
At Trailside Center

MOUNTAINSIDE – The 19th an-
nual Wildlife Sunday family event
will be Sunday, April 19, from noon
to 5 p.m. at Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center in Mountainside.

Author Marty Essen will present a
digital slide show, “Around the World
in 90 Minutes,” featuring facts, stories,
and the best of thousands of photos he
took while traveling the world for his
book, “Cool Creatures, Hot Planet:
Exploring the Seven Continents.” Show
times are 12:30 and 3:15 p.m. Vinnie
Reo of Wolf Visions will dispel the
myths and legends of the “Big, Bad
Wolf” with his presentation, “The
Way of the Wolf,” at 2:15 p.m.

Sonya Kaloyanides of South Moun-
tain Wildlife Rehabilitation Center will
explain the training required to become
a wildlife rehabilitator and the work
they do in helping injured and orphaned
wildlife at 1:15 and 3:30 p.m.

Budding herpetologists can learn
about snakes and turtles native to
New Jersey from a Trailside Park
naturalist between 1 and 4 p.m.  Also
featured will be a guided nature walk,
a bird-watching walk, children’s
crafts, face painting and casting con-
tests with the Newark Bait and Fly
Casting Club.

Admission to Wildlife Sunday is
$3 per person; children ages 6 and
younger are admitted free.

Candidate Release Mullen for SP Council

Theresa Mullen to Run For
Scotch Plains Council

SCOTCH PLAINS — Theresa
Mullen, Democrat candidate for town-
ship council, said, “I would welcome
the opportunity to serve on the Scotch
Plains Township Council. I believe a
member of the Township Council has
an obligation to the people of Scotch
Plains to make every possible effort
to keep taxes and expenditures to a
minimum, especially during this eco-
nomic downturn.

“During this campaign I will speak
about how I see the job of member of

the Township Council and how I in-
tend to do that job. In a way I see this
election as a job interview and it will
be the voters of Scotch Plains who
will decide who is hired.”

Ms. Mullen is actively involved in
sports. She plays in two softball
leagues, coaches her children in bas-
ketball, is a coach/player for the Union
County Bar Association Softball team
and co-chairs its golf outing. She has
also registered to participate in her
first triathlon in September.

Ms. Mullen has served as a member
of the Scotch Plains Memorial Day
Committee for the past three years and
looks forward to assuming a more
active role in Scotch Plains Township.

Ms. Mullen has been a trial lawyer
in New Jersey for 15 years and has
served on the District XII Ethics Com-
mittee. She is Vice-President of the
Union County Bar Association and is
presently the Co-Chair of the Union
County Bar Association Civil Prac-
tice Committee. Ms. Mullen was
named by the New Jersey Law Jour-
nal as one of the leaders in the State of
New Jersey among women and mi-
nority lawyers in 2003. She was also
the first woman president of the Arthur
T. Vanderbilt Inn of Court.

Ms. Mullen and her husband, Scott
Phillips, will be married nine years in
May and have three children, Brian, 7,
Sydney, 5, and Kaitlyn, 3. Her hus-
band is the captain of the Kenilworth
Police Department and has served on
the force for over 30 years.

Economic Summit
Slated for April 17

WESTFIELD – The Westtfield
Area Chamber of Commerce will hold
an Economic Summit on Friday, April
17, from 10 a.m. to noon. The local
community is invited to this New
Jersey Economic Summit at James
Ward Mansion 169 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

Opening speaker will be James
Hughes, fean of Edward S. Bloustein
School of Planning and Public Policy
at Rutgers University. Sen. Tom Kean,
Jr. and  Assm. Jon Bramnick (both LD-
21, Westfield) and Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th, Union) will be panelists.
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky will
lead the discussion. The panel will
weigh in on what the current eco-
nomic situation means to the state and
local business economy.

Visit westfieldareachamber.com. or
call (908) 233-3021 to register.

Summit Common Council
Unveils $45 Mil. Budget
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT – The Summit Common
Council introduced its 2009 budget
and had the first reading of an ordi-
nance allowing for redevelopment along
Broad Street at Tuesday’s meeting.

The council is made up of three
representatives from each of the two
wards elected for three years each, and
one at large member, elected for two
years. The mayor is elected for a four-
year term, and appoints the members of
the school board.

The $45-million 2009 municipal
budget represents an approximately $4-
million increase over last year. Finance
Chairman Second Ward Councilman J.
Andrew Lark said homeowners would
see a 3-percent increase in the munici-
pal portion of their property taxes.

Councilman Lark stated that the city
would not defer its contribution to the
state pension system as it, “feels like a
gimmick.” The state is allowing towns
to defer its pension contribution for
2009 to help ease budget constraints.
The money would have to be paid back
over 10 years at an interest rate of 8.5
percent. He said that this year is the last
year Summit will pay off previous de-
ferments that were made.

Councilman Thomas Getzendanner
was critical of the city authorization of
temporary appropriations of over $2
for operating expenses and voted against
it. He said that he felt the city should
have more advanced planning for bud-
get needs. Second Ward Councilman
Michael Vernotico said that the council
works on the budget all the time.

Ronald Angelo, the city’s chief fi-
nancial officer, stated that if the tempo-
rary appropriations were not made they
would have to “shut down town hall”
because it includes money for salaries.
He also said that the temporary operat-

ing budget allows the city to make
pension payments, which incur a pen-
alty if paid late.

The council also introduced the
downtown Summit Special Improve-
ment District’s budget totaling
$220,176, the same as last year. Public
hearings for both budgets will be held
on Tuesday, May 5.

The council also introduced an ordi-
nance creating Gateway II along Broad
Street, encompassing 5.1 acres includ-
ing where Salerno Duane is currently
located. Buildings and Grounds Com-
mittee Chairman and Second Ward
Councilman Dave Bomgaars said that
there is no developer behind the ordi-
nance and that the process was com-
pleted with the city planner, the prop-
erty owner and the board.

He said that the city wants to rede-
velop the area to offer an, “appealing
entrance” to downtown and “a more
friendly transit neighborhood.” The
current plan calls for a total of 128
residential units, with self-contained
underground parking. Twenty-six of
those units would be affordable hous-
ing to meet the city’s Council on Af-
fordable Housing (COAH) obligation.
Under the current COAH guidelines,
towns must provide one affordable unit
for every four that are constructed.

Councilman Getzendanner sug-
gested to decrease the size of the units
to discourage families with children
from moving in and thus increase the
number of affordable housing units.

Council members and a member of
the public questioned whether the lan-
guage used in the ordinance met with
the planning board’s approval. After
much discussion it was decided that the
ordinance would be returned to the
planning board for a consistency hear-
ing. A public hearing on the ordinance
will take place on Tuesday, May 5.


