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Save even more than before with Allstate.

Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $353 a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first.  You
could be surprised by how much you’ll save.
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(908) 233 6300
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SOLEMN CEREMONY...Funeral services were held for Assemblyman Eric
Munoz last Friday at St. Theresa’s Roman Catholic Church in Summit. Mr.
Munoz died Monday of that week of a heart attack.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GOLD ANNIVERSARY...The Occupational Center of Union County in Roselle
celebrated its 50th anniversary on Tuesday. The center offers individualized
training leading to long-term employment for people with disabilities in the job
market or in the on-site industrial work center in Roselle, shown above.  President
Mark Lasky and Chairman of the Board Charles Walter welcomed several area
dignitaries to the event. For more information, see occupationalcenter.org.

UNICO Seeks Funds For
Italian Earthquake Victims

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Monday, March 30, Michael Ross,
27, of Scotch Plains was arrested at
the Middlesex County jail on four
outstanding Westfield contempt of
court warrants totaling $1,140. He was
committed on default of bail to the
Union County jail.

Tuesday, March 31, Alexander
Liberman, 28, of Summit was arrested
on an outstanding Jersey City con-
tempt of court warrant in the amount
of $150 after a motor vehicle stop at
East Broad Street and Stanley Avenue.
He was released after posting bail.

Tuesday, March 31, the owner of a
clothing store on the 100 block of East
Broad Street reported the theft of mer-
chandise in the amount of $2,430.

Tuesday, March 31, a resident of the
800 block of Lenape Trail reported the
theft of jewelry valued at approxi-
mately $15,000 from the home. The
theft occurred between February 13
and March 27. There were no signs of
forced entry.

Wednesday, April 1, Richard Green,
34, of Jersey City was arrested on an
outstanding Jersey City contempt of
court warrant after a motor vehicle
stop at Clark Street and Stanmore
Place. He was released after posting
$180 bail.

Wednesday, April 1, Harris Podvey,
43, of West Caldwell was arrested and
charged with hindering apprehension
for allegedly failing to properly iden-
tify himself after being stopped for a
motor vehicle violation on the 200
block of West South Avenue. Podvey
was issued a summons at Westfield
police headquarters and released.

Wednesday, April 1, Jose Roman,
38, of Woodbridge was arrested at
Plainfield police headquarters on a
Westfield contempt of court warrant
in the amount of $500. He was held in
lieu of bail.

Wednesday, April 1, Keith Ander-
son, 41, of Plainfield was arrested at
Plainfield police headquarters on out-
standing contempt of court warrants
from Westfield and Newark, in the
amounts of $500 and $125, respec-
tively. He was processed and commit-
ted on default of bail to the Union
County jail on both warrants.

Wednesday, April 1, Joi
Blassingame, 28, of Linden was ar-
rested on an outstanding Elizabeth
contempt of court warrant on the 500
block of West South Avenue. She was
processed and released after posting
$100 bail.

Thursday, April 2, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation
on the 200 block of Springfield Av-
enue, William Devine, 37, of West
Orange was arrested on an outstand-
ing Clark contempt of court warrant in
the amount of $165 and also was
charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia.
Devine posted bail on the warrant and
was released on his own recognizance
on the Westfield charges.

Saturday, April 4, Earlisha Green,
21, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Irvington contempt of
court warrant in the amount of $165
after a motor vehicle stop in the area of
the 300 block of South Avenue in
Garwood. She was released after post-
ing bail.

Saturday, April 4, Brandon R. Bond,
22, of Newark was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on outstanding
contempt of court warrants from Union
and Cranford, in the amounts of $275
and $250, respectively. He was re-
leased after posting $525 total bail.

Sunday, April 5, Silvia C. Lisa, 26,
of Elizabeth was arrested at the
Westfield northside train station on a
Roselle contempt of court warrant in
the amount of $165. She was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, April 2, Akhirah Trent,

33, of Hillside was arrested and
charged with providing false informa-
tion to officers after a motor vehicle
stop. She was transported to police
headquarters where she was processed
and released.

Thursday, April 2, a resident of
Martine Avenue reported that some-
one caused approximately $75 worth
of damage to her mailbox.

Friday, April 3, police investigated
a motor vehicle parked legally on Wil-
low Street that was struck by a vehicle
that fled the scene, causing damage to
the rear of the vehicle.

Sunday, April 5, Brandan Butler,
25, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS) after a
motor vehicle stop. He was transported
to police headquarters where he was
processed and released.

Sunday, April 5, Patrick Mitchell,
27, of Rahway was arrested and
charged with eluding police after a
motor vehicle stop in which Mitchell
allegedly refused to stop. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters where
he was processed and released.

Monday, April 6, Neeadak Allotey,
34, of Metuchen was arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana
after a motor vehicle stop, at which
time officer smelled the odor of mari-
juana. He was transported to police
headquarters where he was processed
and released.

Monday, April 6, a resident of Park
Avenue reported that someone entered
his motor vehicle and removed his
GPS, valued at $100.

Mountainside
Wednesday, April 1, Emmanuel C.

Hooper, 20, of Newark was arrested at
the Scotch Plains Police Department
on an outstanding warrant in the
amount of $400.

Thursday, April 2, a resident of Wood
Valley Road reported that someone
damaged the windshield and the pas-
senger side rear view mirror of his
motor vehicle while it was parked in
the street. The damage was done with
a rock that was found at the scene.

Friday, April 3, officers responded
to a report of a distraught female juve-
nile at a Route 22 diner. According to
police, the juvenile was crying hys-
terically and stated that she did not
have any recollection of how she got
to the diner. The individual stated that
the last thing she remembered was her
father dropping her off at a theater in
Bayonne, at which time she met three
male juveniles, authorities reported.
She stated that one of the male juve-
niles gave her a soda and the next thing
she knew she was along the highway,
police said. The incident is under in-
vestigation.

Sunday, April 5, a resident of Sun-
rise Parkway reported that two black
males were walking around the rear of
her property. According to police, one
appeared to be looking for something
on the ground as the other was seen
urinating on a tree. The homeowner
called out to the men and they fled the
scene, police said. A search of the area
by the homeowner produced a small
ziplock bag that contained suspected
marijuana, officers reported. The CDS
was bagged and placed into evidence
pending destruction.

Fanwood
Wednesday, April 1, Mike Roberson,

43, of Plainfield was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road on
an outstanding warrant out of Harrison.
He was processed and released after
posting bail.

Thursday, April 2, a business owner
on the 200 block of North Avenue
reported that someone did approxi-
mately $10 worth of damage to a flag-
pole on his property by knocking it
down.

Thursday, April 2, Thomas Drexler,
57, of Bridgewater was arrested after
a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue
on an outstanding Raritan Borough
warrant. He was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Saturday, April 4, a resident on the
50 block of Glenwood Road reported
that sometime overnight someone
broke the front window of her resi-
dence with an unknown object.

Saturday, April 4, a resident reported
that he left his motor vehicle parked in
the South Avenue train station lot over-
night and that someone smashed the
driver’s side window. Nothing was
reported missing at this time, officers
said.

Saturday, April 4, Dennis Rowland,
19, of Newark was arrested on an
active Newark warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. He was
processed and released after posting
bail.

Charles Laskowski for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ARTS AND EASTER EGGS... This youngster enjoys coloring a few bunnies at the
arts table during Saturday’s Easter Egg Hunt at Forest Road Park in Fanwood.

meeting held last year in which Mayor
Colleen Mahr had “promised to hold
the line on spending,” saying munici-
pal employees were then given a 3
percent raise the borough was not
obligated to give.

“Not that they don’t deserve it, but
when people in town are hurting, you
don’t increase spending you’re not
obligated to,” Mr. Manduca said.

Filing for Union County Freeholder
are Democratic incumbents Al
Mirabella and Deborah Scanlon and
their running mate Mohamed Jalloh
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Area Candidates File

SP-F BOE to Present
2009-2010 Budget

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
— Members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education, who
have already presented a series of
budget discussions at schools through-
out the community during the month
of March, have announced plans to
hold two special budget presentations
at the local municipal libraries.

Board members will review the
2009-2010 school budget at the
Scotch Plains Library on Wednesday,
April 15, at 9:30 a.m. They will give
a second budget presentation on Sat-
urday, April 18, at 9:30 a.m. at the
Fanwood Memorial Library.

All interested citizens are welcome
to attend these informational meet-
ings in preparation for the annual
school election on Tuesday, April 21.

warranted, saying he had not heard
any testimony about any “substantial
volume” of delivery activity at Mr.
Pastore’s house. He accused some of
his board colleagues of
“mischaracterizing” Mr. Pastore’s
intentions, saying he would not be
operating a gun dealership out of his
home.

Mr. Livolsi cited the “risk of some-
thing going wrong” with a weapon,
especially nearby a school.

Mr. Anderson again said some
board members were
“mischaracterizing what’s being
asked for,” saying that Mr. Pastore
had “started out wanting to do paper-
work in his house and that’s morphed
into a gun dealership.”

While admitting “it’s an emotional
issue,” board chairman Jim Fawcett
said, “The fact is, he’s doing paper-
work. Other people have home of-
fices and they do it quietly.”

But board member Rich Duthie
said the “potential for error exists”
with potential weapons in a residen-
tial neighborhood. Board member
Chris Abeel, calling the application
“the most difficult TOP application”
in his 10 years on the board, said he
was not “sufficiently comfortable”
with the idea and added, “There may
be deliveries [to Mr. Pastore’s house].
That’s not paperwork.”

When Mr. Fawcett asked if Mr.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Zoning Board

Mahr, who also advised using an up-
coming “energy audit” by PSE&G to
find additional ways to cut rising utili-
ties costs.

In other business Tuesday night,
the governing body discussed a pro-
posed resolution to formalize a Shared
Services Committee, to consist of
Mayor Mahr, council members Donna
Dolce and David Valian, and Bor-
ough Clerk/Administrator Eleanor
McGovern.

The borough also plans to apply for
a shared services grant and is prepar-
ing a response to a Union County
survey regarding potential shared ser-
vices options.

Suggestions from council members
included possibly centralizing police
dispatching, sharing equipment and
vehicles where possible, traffic sig-
nal maintenance and park services,
among others.

Borough Engineer Joseph Pryor
reported that the Helen Street recon-
struction project is scheduled for this
summer.

Mr. Pryor also advised that the
heavily used softball field at LaGrande
Park is in need of maintenance, par-
ticularly in the outfield area. Mr. Pryor
and other borough officials pointed
out that the full schedule of sports
practices and games does not leave
enough time for fieldwork.

“It doesn’t sound like it was on
anybody’s radar to do the mainte-
nance,” Mayor Mahr said. “We spent
way too much money and way too
much time [to build the field]; some-
where we have to stop the cycle [of
practices and games] and let the field
breathe or we’re not going to have a
field.”

Mayor Mahr said maintenance
might have to wait until this fall,
since spring sports have already
started. She said the borough’s future
decisions on when to schedule start-
and end-dates for sports seasons will
take field maintenance into account.

of Roselle. They are being challenged
in the Primary by Carmen Southward
of Linden and Marlena Abitano of
Elizabeth, running under the slogan
“Democrats for Tax Reductions,” and
Roselle candidates Harry O. Wyatt,
Jr. and James E. Moore, Jr., who are
using the name “Roselle Independent
Democrats.”

Republican freeholder candidates
are Garwood Councilman Anthony
Sytko, Nicole Cole of Fanwood and
Modesto Miranda, Jr. of Roselle Park.
County Surrogate James LaCorte of
Elizabeth, a Democrat, is seeking re-
election against Republican Arthur
Zapolski of Roselle Park.

For State Assembly for District 22,
Democratic incumbents Linda
Stender of Fanwood and Jerry Green
of Plainfield are being challenged in
the Primary by Rick Smiley of
Plainfield. Mr. Green, Frank Cuesta
of Elizabeth and Chris Hudak of Lin-
den are running for the state Demo-
cratic Committee.

Former Scotch Plains Mayor Mar-
tin Marks, an endodontist, and Will-
iam “Bo” Vastine, a businessman,
also of Scotch Plains, filed for the
GOP. Mr. Marks ran for Congress in
the Seventh Congressional District
last year in the GOP Primary and for
State Senate in 2003. Westfield coun-
cilman James Foerst and former free-
holder candidate Patricia Quattrocchi
of Garwood are running for the state
Republican Committee, replacing
Robert Cockren of Westfield and
Elizabeth Cox of Summit.

The neighboring District 21, cov-
ering Westfield, Mountainside,
Cranford and Garwood, will see a
four-candidate State Assembly Pri-
mary. Following the sudden death of
Assemblyman Eric Munoz of Sum-
mit, his widow, Nancy Munoz, filed
to succeed her late husband. She will
run on the Union County GOP line
with Assemblyman Jon Bramnick of
Westfield. They are challenged by
Long Hill Township Mayor George
Vitureira and Long Hill Board of Edu-
cation member Bruce Meringolo.

Democrats that filed are Norman
Albert of Cranford, an assistant coun-
sel for the County of Union, and
Springfield resident and township
attorney Bruce Bergen. Both candi-
dates ran for the Assembly in 2007.

Gov. Jon Corzine is challenged by
Democrats Roger Bacon of
Phillipsburg, former Glen Ridge
Mayor Carl Bergmanson and Jeff
Boss of Guttenberg in the Primary.
Mr. Bergmanson led an effort last
year to have Mr. Corzine recalled.

On the Republican side, former
United States Attorney Chris Christie
of Mendham will face off against
former Bogota Mayor Steve Lonegan,
State Assemblyman Rick Merkt (LD-
25, Mendham), and South Brunswick
businessman Dave Brown.

COUNTY — The Plainfields and
Scotch Plains UNICO, acting on behalf
of the national organization and the Ital-
ian Club of Scotch Plains, are banding
together to provide earthquake relief to
L’Aquila and surrounding towns devas-
tated by the earthquake in the Abruzzo
region of Italy.

The Scotch Plains area is home to a
large contingent of Italian immigrants
originally from the Abruzzo region of
Italy. People from the region are known
as Abruzzese. Renato Biribin, past na-
tional president of the national organiza-
tion of UNICO and a Scotch Plains attor-
ney, is organizing the earthquake relief
effort on behalf of UNICO nationwide.
Mr. Biribin is also the founder of the
Plainfields Chapter of UNICO.

“As Italian-Americans, we are deeply
saddened by the devastating earthquake
and the humanitarian crisis it has caused,
and we want to do something to help,”
said Mr. Biribin, who also helped coordi-
nate UNICO’s effort to assist Italian earth-
quake victims in 1980, which killed more
than 2,700 people, just south of Naples.
“While emotions run high, it’s also im-
portant to note that we get the funds to the
right organizations at the grass roots to
provide direct help.”

Mr. Biribin said UNICO is arranging
to work with groups such as Catholic
Charities USA and Boys’ Town of Italy,
which provide humanitarian aid to se-
niors, families and children in particular.

Donald DiFrancesco, former acting
Governor for New Jersey, a former State
Senator and a Scotch Plains native, traces
his ancestry to the Abruzzo region, and a
town called Montazzoli. His family mem-
bers also founded the Italian American
Club in Scotch Plains, the majority of
whose membership trace their lineage to
the Abruzzo region of Italy.

“This is a terrible time for the residents
of L’Aquila and our prayers go out to our
fellow Italians. We are Italian-Americans
and we never forget our ancestral roots,”
said Mr. DiFrancesco, who helped found
the Italian-American Heritage Commis-
sion (njitalia.nj.gov). “I am looking for-
ward to working with the community,
organizations such as UNICO and the
Italian American Club, in pulling together
our resources to help.”

Anyone wishing to donate, can send a
tax-deductible donation payable to:
UNICO Foundation Earmarked Disaster
Relief Fund, and mail to: 271 U.S. High-
way 46, West, Suite A-108, Fairfield,
N.J. 07004.

UNICO Foundation is a 501(c)(3) cor-
poration. UNICO, which means unique
or one of a kind in Italian, was founded in
1922. UNICO has members in 131 chap-
ters in 19 states, who work to support
charitable, educational, scientific and lit-
erary projects while promoting Italian
heritage and combating negative stereo-
typing. For more information, see
unico.org.

Pastore had anything further to add to
buttress his case, Mr. Pastore said that
he wanted to rescind his application.
“I did not come here for this,” he told
the board. “This is ridiculous. I feel
like I am on trial.” He said he did not
“need to be scrutinized every time a
FedEx truck comes to my house”
because people think guns are being
delivered.

After Mr. Pastore decided to go
forward with his application, a mo-
tion to deny the TOP was defeated by
a 4-3 vote, thus re-opening the hear-
ing. Board member Jim Pate, who
had voted to approve the application,
offered several conditions for ap-
proval, including those put forth by
the board of education.

Mr. Loughlin, board attorney, again
raised his concern about what the
federal license being sought by Mr.
Pastore entailed, and warned the board
that certain federal provisions could
potentially override local concerns as
far as firearms control is concerned.

Mr. Pate then aired his concern
about the vagaries raised by Mr.
Loughlin. On a new motion to ap-
prove the TOP application, Mr. Abeel,
Mr. Duthie and Mr. Livolsi again
voted against the application and, af-
ter a half-minute of consideration,
Mr. Pate joined them as the fourth and
decisive vote denying Mr. Pastore’s
application.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood
Council

Union Chimes in on
Westfield School Budget

CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – “There was never a
guarantee that a giveback could save a
program,” said Kim Schumacher, presi-
dent of the Westfield Education Associa-
tion (WEA), the union for the 541 teach-
ers, nurses, child study team workers, and
librarians in the Westfield Public School
System. In addition, given that Superin-
tendent of Schools Margaret Dolan could
not guarantee the school budget tax levy
would pass, Ms. Schumacher said the
WEA could not agree to any givebacks
and follow in the footsteps of the admin-
istration that gave back what equates to
one day’s pay.

Ms. Schumacher’s biggest fear was
losing programs that affect the students.
“When we eliminate counselors, we’re
hurting kids; when we eliminate foreign
languages, we’re hurting kids,” said Ms.
Schumacher, also a guidance counselor
at Roosevelt Intermediate School.

Superintendent Dolan met with the
“presidents of the local associations a
few weeks back to talk about difficul-
ties with the budget,” Ms. Schumacher
said. On March 31, the board of educa-
tion introduced an $89.5-million bud-
get that will realize about 23 layoffs and
a reduction of 48 stipend positions, while
at the same time student enrollment has
increased.

Ms. Schumacher blamed Westfield’s
budget problems on the state formula.

“They (the state) look at towns like
Westfield and think we are wealthy by
[looking at] house values and what we
make and, so, they feel like we don’t need
as much aid as other towns do,” she said.
Westfield’s cost-per-pupil is lower than
the state’s average, but, she said, “the
state does not look at that.”

“There still are people who are going to
lose their jobs, which is unfortunate,” she
said.

“I meet every single Tuesday with the

superintendent. I saw the writing on the
wall when it got as bad as it did. We made
suggestions in ways to cut costs,” she
said.

Her association helped devise the en-
ergy savings plan that Westfield schools
put in place recently. “We have been
saving hundreds of thousands of dollars,”
she said. “That’s one of the biggest ones
from a complete association standpoint.”

When she met with the superintendent
and discussed the layoffs, she said, “I was
very clear that it just can’t be teachers —
it has to be district-wide.” She said the
superintendent agreed.

When asked if other options were put
on the table to save jobs, such as salary
cuts, she responded, “They [superinten-
dent] did not discuss salary cuts.”

The WEA contract expires June 30,
2010. Westfield has one of the highest
teaching starting salary rates in the state,
currently at $55,149 for a teacher holding
a bachelor’s degree and $57,949 for a
master’s degree. Next year that shifts to
$57,289 and $60,059, respectively.

Ms. Schumacher said, “We have one of
the lowest increases per year. We have
come in under 4 percent each year. We are
not jumping astronomically in contract
negotiations. We come in below state
average.”

The school budget proposed also elimi-
nated custodial, paraprofessional, secre-
tarial and computer technician staff and
realigned the information technology di-
rector and supervisor and special services
coordinator positions, which are not part
of the WEA.

Voters will be asked to cast their bal-
lots on the budget on Tuesday, April 21,
as well as elect board of education mem-
bers. Polls are open in Westfield from 7
a.m. to 9 p.m.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com


