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Courtesy of Chris Boyle
SPRINGTIME...The new Yankee Stadium is all set for the home opener next week. Special tours of the new facility were
given last Thursday as pictured above.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRAGEDY...A SUV went out of control Monday afternoon at the intersection of
East Broad Street and North Avenue in Westfield, striking and killing a pedes-
trian. Traffic in the region was delayed for hours due to the investigation. See story
this page.

Margaret Diggory for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
POINT OF NO RETURN...County golfers note the grading work underway at the
former Oak Ridge Golf Course in Clark closed at the beginning of the year by the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders. Plans for the land by the county are
still under discussion.

Charles Laskowski for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LET THE HUNT BEGIN...The Easter Bunny visits children waiting for last
Saturday’s Fanwood Easter Egg Hunt to begin at the age 8 and up section.

Area Candidates File for Town,
County and State Offices

By PAUL J. PEYTON and
SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Republican Dominick
Bratti will face Democrat Theresa
Mullen in the race to fill the one-year
remaining on an expired term on the
Scotch Plains Township Council.

Meanwhile, in Fanwood, Borough
Council incumbents, Democrats
Donna Dolce and David Valian, will
face Republicans Robert Manduca
and Mike Szuch in the November
General Election.

In terms of the Scotch Plains cam-
paign, Mr. Bratti joined the council in
December after the local GOP com-
mittee named to fill the vacancy left
when Councilwoman Nancy Malool
was elected mayor.

Mr. Bratti, an attorney and town-

ship resident since 1991, has served
on the planning board since 2004. He
currently serves as Mayor Malool’s
representative on the board.

“This is a tough time for Scotch
Plains. In addition to facing a diffi-
cult budget year, and all the issues
associated with that, we now need to
choose a new township manager,”
Mr. Bratti said. “I see this year as the
first step in the process of moving the
town forward.”

His opponent, attorney Ms. Mullen,
was defeated by Mary DePaola last
November in a race for a full, four-
year seat on the council. Ms. Mullen’s
husband, Scott Phillips, is a captain
with the Kenilworth Police Depart-
ment.

Republicans in Scotch Plains hold
the mayor’s office, while there are

two Democrats and two Republicans
on the township committee.

In Fanwood, Democrats Donna
Dolce and David Valian will both
seek re-election to their seats on the
borough council. Opposing them will
be Mike Szuch and Robert Manduca,
who ran unsuccessfully for the coun-
cil on the 2008 Republican ticket.
Council terms are for three years each.

Democrats currently hold the
mayor’s seat and five of the six bor-
ough council seats in Fanwood. Ms.
Dolce, who serves as council presi-
dent, is seeking her third term on the
governing body, while Mr. Valian is
running for his second term.

Ms. Dolce recently retired from the
Girl Scouts of Washington Rock
Council. In October, she launched
her own company, Fanwood-based
Dolce Consulting, for which she
serves as a business consultant to
non-profit organizations. She and her
partner are residents of Carsam Street.

She said “taxes and streamlining
the economic challenges all munici-
palities face” would be the focus of
her campaign.

In discussing her reason for seek-
ing another term, Ms. Dolce told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times she
believes she and her council col-
leagues “will be taking a more in-
tense look” at a “broader collabora-
tion” between government, business
and non-profits, to “bring quality ser-
vices to our residents at a lower cost.”

The candidate added that, “we have
to look at creative ways to develop
new revenue sources.”

Mr. Valian lives on Westfield Road
and is employed as vice-president of
sales with Petro Plastics in Garwood.
He is married and the father of four
children.

In an interview with The Times, Mr.
Valian said, “the budget is the biggest
issue for everyone. If you’re getting
involved or have been involved (in
service on the governing body), you
have to be prepared to look into the
budget as deep as you can, as we have
done in the past.”

He stated that any budget decisions
could impact multiple issues such as
property taxes and services to resi-
dents. “You have to be aware of the
moves you make” in terms of crafting
a municipal spending plan, he said.

Regarding development of munici-
pal budgets during his first term on
the council, Mr. Valian said, “Tough
decisions had to be made; some we
really didn’t like to make.” He stated
that he believed, however, that their
decisions “were best for the borough.”

Following their defeat last Novem-
ber, Mr. Szuch had promised he and
his running mate would “regroup and
run again next year.” The candidate, a
Westfield Road resident, could not be
reached for additional comment at
press time.

Mr. Manduca is an Arlene Court
resident and the married father of one
daughter. He is employed as vice-
president for an information technol-
ogy resource company.

The candidate told The Times that
“the issues are basic good govern-
ment, not Republican or Democrat.
Taxes are going up and the town is not
being managed in a forthright and
open manner. Fanwood deserves bet-
ter.”

He cited as an example a town

Car Accident Kills Man
At Westfield Intersection
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – A 36-year-old
Westfield man was killed Monday
afternoon when he was struck by a
SUV that then hit another car. The
accident occurred at 2:30 p.m. at North
Avenue, West, and East Broad Street,
police said.

Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department said a 2008
Toyota Highlander, driven by Dora
Mendez, 68, of Garwood, was travel-
ing eastbound on North Avenue when it
traveled up onto the sidewalk alongside
the monument to veterans of World
War I, striking Kirk Kinkade. The vic-
tim, an employee of the Westfield Area
“Y,” was standing on the sidewalk when
he was struck and thrown across the
southern side of East Broad Street,
winding up at the 9/11 memorial.

The Highlander continued on
across East Broad Street, where it
then struck a 2008 BMW, driven by
Nancy Boehm, 49, of Westfield.

According to Captain Auchter, Mr.
Kinkade was pronounced dead at the
scene. The Westfield Rescue Squad
transported the driver of the High-
lander to Overlook Hospital in Sum-
mit. She was discharged Tuesday, a
hospital spokeswoman confirmed.

Rescue Squad and Westfield Fire
Department personnel transported the
driver of the BMW to Robert Wood
Johnson University Hospital in
Rahway. A hospital spokeswoman said
she was treated and released Monday.

Captain Auchter said it is unknown
at this time what caused the High-
lander to travel up onto the sidewalk.
The incident remains under investi-
gation by the Westfield Police De-
partment and the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office. The captain
stated that no charges had been filed
at present against the driver of the
Highlander.

Witnesses to the accident are asked
to call the Westfield traffic bureau at
(908) 789-4000.

BOE Explains 8.1 Percent Tax Hike
In Fanwood But 3.7 Percent in SP

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Three members of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, plus the district’s school
business administrator, conducted a
budget-related presentation at Tues-
day night’s borough council agenda
meeting.

The presentation, requested by the
governing body, focused on the school
district’s proposed 2009-2010 bud-
get, which goes before voters in both
towns on Tuesday, April 21. The
spending plan rings up at nearly $80.8
million, with about $73.5 million of
that to be financed by local taxes.

Mayor Colleen Mahr and the bor-
ough council asked a series of ques-
tions to clarify the local tax levy,
which will impact the average-as-
sessed homeowner by about $458 in
Fanwood and $246 in Scotch Plains,
or a percentage increase of 8.08 per-
cent and 3.68 percent, respectively.

School Business Administrator
Anthony Del Sordi said the state de-
termined the tax valuations. In ex-
plaining the differing tax impact, he
said the “total property valuation in
Fanwood increased while the Scotch
Plains valuation decreased.”

School board members Sasha
Slocum and Rob O’Connor high-
lighted the budget process and chal-
lenges, including reduced state aid
and increasing expenses.

Mr. O’Connor, responding to ques-
tions from the governing body, said
the differing impact “seems to be the
issue” of concern to Fanwood resi-
dents.

“There’s such a huge discrepancy,”
Ms. Slocum said.

“A lot of people don’t understand
that the state has [determined the]
valuations; [they’re questioning],
‘Why is Fanwood being punished, in
a sense?’” Mr. O’Connor said.

Mr. Del Sordi said the school board,

in order to balance its budget, de-
cided to implement “student activity
fees” for the first time for certain
extracurricular, athletic and music
programs at the high school and
middle school levels, in addition to
cutting 18 jobs – including eight teach-
ers – and deferring all capital projects
except window replacement at
Brunner School.

“We think it’s a very fair budget,”
said Mr. O’Connor, adding that “any
further cuts would be painful.”

Mr. O’Connor said that every

$100,000 cut from the budget saves
just $8 in taxes. “You probably can’t
even go to McDonald’s for that,” he
said.

Mayor Colleen Mahr talked about
ways the school board could possibly
reduce expenses, suggesting that the
district “partner” with the borough
on implementing “green” policies at
the facilities level.

“That could be a real win from an
education point of view as well as a
budget point of view,” said Mayor

Board Denies Home Business
Permit For Prop Weapons

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment last Thursday
denied an application for a temporary
operating permit (TOP) after a hear-
ing that focused on the potential for
weapons being delivered to and stored
in a house near Evergreen School.

Garry Pastore of 564 Pine Street
sought the TOP so he could establish
a home-based business address that
would allow him to secure a federal
permit to purchase, modify and se-
cure weaponry used as props in mov-
ies and television programs. Mr.
Pastore is prop master for the “Law &
Order” television series and supplies
many of the prop weapons used on
that show. Securing the federal li-
cense, which requires him to have a
business address, would be useful in
allowing him to directly secure prop
weapons instead of having to rent
them from third-party suppliers. Mr.
Pastore said he intended to use his
home office for administrative pur-
poses, including billing, invoicing and
other paperwork.

While he maintained that any prop
weapons would be shipped either to a
storage unit in Mountainside or to
NBC offices in Manhattan — and not
to his house — board members re-
peatedly pressed for confirmation that
no weapons — including those manu-
factured specifically to be mere fac-
similes — would be delivered to the
Scotch Plains address. “I would not
have anything sent to my house that’s
against the law,” Mr. Pastore told the
board.

Several neighborhood residents

spoke in opposition to the applica-
tion, including Pat Kaine, who said
she was “uncomfortable” at the po-
tential of any weapons in the neigh-
borhood. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education (BOE) issued a
letter regarding the application that
contained several suggested condi-
tions if the board were to grant ap-
proval. The conditions were that no
weapons or ammunition, blanks, etc.
be allowed at Mr. Pastore’s house,
that no signage or advertising be vis-
ible indicating that his home was a
business location and that the number
of clients visiting his house be lim-
ited.

BOE president Trip Whitehouse
asked Mr. Pastore if all deliveries to
his house would require a signature
vs. being left at his doorstep. Mr.
Pastore stated that no real weapons
would be delivered to his residence
— “none, zero, ever.”

Board members were split as to
whether concerns about weapons at
Mr. Pastore’s house were warranted.
Board attorney Vince Loughlin
pointed out that the TOP being re-
quested was to enable the issuance of
the federal weapons license and told
the board he did not know “what that
license entails.” Board member Tim
Livolsi repeatedly expressed concern
about such a business being located
in a residential neighborhood near a
school. “I see no reason to do it,” he
said, suggesting instead that Mr.
Pastore base his business elsewhere,
such as in the business district.

Board member Ken Anderson,
though, said the concerns were un-
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SP Council Interviews
Town Manager Candidates

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council conducted interviews
with three candidates for township
manager on Tuesday, and will inter-
view another round of candidates next
week. Mayor Nancy Malool told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times she
hopes a final decision can be made by
the end of the month.

The manager’s position has been
vacant since Michael Capabianco re-
signed from the position on February
18. Since that time, Robert LaCosta
and Madeline Rutkowski have as-
sumed the role as co-acting manag-
ers.

Mayor Malool said that the list of
candidates, which is being assembled
with the assistance of consultant Jer-
sey Professional Management at no
cost to the township, contains several
individuals who were considered last
year during the search to replace long-
time township manager Thomas
Atkins.

In other business, township offi-
cials are sending a letter to residents
of Clark Lane containing details of
installing a sanitary sewer on that
street. In recent months, several resi-
dents have spoken at council meet-

ings about a desire to have such a
system installed.

The estimated cost of the project,
which would be evenly divided be-
tween the eight to 10 houses on the
street, is about $300,000. The project,
if requested by all homeowners on
Clark Lane, will take approximately
two years — between surveying and
design work, state environmental pro-
tection review, bidding and actual
construction.

In an effort to lessen the frequency
of vehicular accidents at the corner of
Park Avenue and Mountain Avenue,
township engineers are requesting
permission to evaluate the intersec-
tion, which is congested during rush
hour from traffic entering and exiting
Route 22 and the bridge crossing over
the highway.

The council is waiting for 2009
municipal budget recommendations
from consultant Gregory Fehrenbach.
This year’s budget process would have
started two months ago, but is de-
layed due to the resignation of Mr.
Capabianco, who would normally
have submitted his spending recom-
mendation to the council. The coun-
cil is also awaiting reaction from the
state Department of Personnel to the
layoff plan it submitted last month.


