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POLICE BLOTTER

WF Pool Accepting
Pre-Registrations

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Recre-
ation Department has sent 2009 pool in-
formation to all Westfield residents. Indi-
vidual letters to 2008 members were sent
by first class mail on March 6, and the
general information flyer, which goes to
all Westfield resident postal addresses,
was mailed on March 13.

The department is now accepting pre-
registration from 2008 members through
Thursday, April 16. Those who did not
receive an individual mailing can stop in
or call the recreation department week-
days from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. to pick
up a registration form.

New member in-person registration will
be held on Saturday, April 18, starting at 8
a.m., in the municipal building community
room for Westfield residents only – pro-
vided there are still memberships available.

Registration will remain open until
membership closes. Questions regarding
Memorial Pool registration can be ad-
dressed by calling (908) 789-4080. Pric-
ing and additional information is posted
on westfieldnj.gov/recreation.

Race and Fun Run
On Tap April 19

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Rec-
reation Department will hold its 19th
Annual 5-Miler and 1-Mile Fun Run
on Sunday, April 19. The 1-Miler will
begin at 9 a.m. and the 5-Miler race
will begin at 9:30 a.m.

The course will wind through the
streets of Westfield, beginning and
ending in Tamaques Park. To register
online, visit westfieldnj.gov/recre-
ation. To volunteer or become a spon-
sor, call (908) 789-4080.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
HEALTHY MEETING...The Occupational Center of Union County in Roselle
celebrated its 50th anniversary on Tuesday. The center offers individualized
training leading to long-term employment for people with disabilities in the job
market or in the on-site industrial work center in Roselle, shown above.  President
Mark Lasky and Chairman of the Board Charles Walter welcomed several area
dignitaries to the event. For more information, see occupationalcenter.org.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SOLEMN CEREMONY...Funeral services are held for Assemblyman Eric Munoz
last Friday at St. Theresa’s Roman Catholic Church in Summit. Mr. Munoz died
Monday of that week of a heart attack.

Margaret Diggory for The Westfield Leader
POINT OF NO RETURN...County golfers note the demolition work underway at
the former Oak Ridge Golf Course in Clark, closed at the beginning of the year
by the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders. Plans for the land by the
county are uncertain.

by eliminating the tilted lights and
replacing it with 15-foot-high light
poles for better distribution of light.

“I prefer to see no tilt on the fix-
tures,” he said. Mr. Newell also said
he would like some of the current
lighting replaced with the 15-foot-
high light poles to “make it uniform”
with the new lot lighting. He said the
current lighting causes glare and is
not energy efficient.

James Hely, a nearby resident on
South Avenue, asked the board to
approve the application. “These
people have been exceptional neigh-
bors since they started,” he said.

The other case heard was for prop-
erty at 414 and 416 Westfield Avenue,
to modify use from general office to a
professional office. Alan Rasmussen
spoke on behalf of applicant Ronald
Rasmussen, as he is his son and has
power of attorney. He said his father
purchased the property 12 years ago
and used it as a general office, and
four years ago bought the adjacent
house, which has a shared driveway,
and rented it.

The applicant was approved to
modify the use and bring the parking
up to par with code, with the condition
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Garwood Pension Deferral

response,” but he has not made a final
decision about whether or not to run.

In Ward One, Councilman Sal
Caruana chose not to run for re-elec-
tion, setting up a contest between
attorneys Sam Della Fera, Jr., a Re-
publican, and Janice Siegel, a Demo-
crat.

Mr. Caruana, who was first elected
in November 2002, told The Leader,
Tuesday, that he “immensely enjoyed”
his time on the council, but that after
seven years, “it was time to move
aside and give someone else the op-
portunity.”

Mr. Della Fera practices in West Or-
ange, concentrating mostly in the areas
of bankruptcy, corporate restructuring
and commercial litigation. He is a gradu-
ate of Rutgers University School of
Law, where he earned his Juris Doctor-
ate, and Pennsylvania State University,
where he did his undergraduate work.

Ms. Siegel has lived in Westfield for
more than 13 years with her husband,
Dr. Lloyd Marks, and their sons, Matt
and Michael. She is a graduate of Hunter
College and earned her law degree from
the University of Michigan. Ms. Siegel
has worked as an attorney for the United
States Department of Justice and now
manages the business aspects of her
husband’s medical practice.

Republican Vicki Kimmins will seek
re-election in the second ward. She
defeated Frank Fusaro in 2006. Ms.
Kimmins is a graduate of Penn State
University. She is currently a member
of the Junior League of Elizabeth-
Plainfield and a delegate to the state
Public Affairs Committee, where she
advocates for legislation promoting the
welfare of women and children.

Ms. Kimmins’ opponent is Carolyn
Klinger-Kueter. She is the owner of the
Carolyn Klinger-Kueter Music Studio
in Westfield, where she teaches stu-
dents of all ages. Former Mayor Bud
Boothe defeated Ms. Klinger-Kueter in
her 1980 and 1982 attempts to win the
Second Ward. Terms lasted two years
during that period.

Races in Wards Three and Four both
feature Democratic incumbents.

In Ward Three, Mr. Haas will seek
re-election. He lives on
Shackamaxon Drive with his wife,
Dana, and daughter, Claire. His son,
Jacob, is a midshipman at the U.S.
Naval Academy. He is a member of
the council’s Finance and Public
Works Committees.

Financial planner Tom Delaney, a
Republican, opposes Mr. Haas. Mr.
Ciarrocca said Mr. Delaney has “strong
experience in the areas of budgets.” Mr.
Delaney also serves as an assistant
coach for Westfield Little League,
flag football and basketball.  He vol-
unteers his time helping Cub Scout
Troop 673 and the St. Mary’s dinner
program, a soup kitchen in Plainfield.

In Ward 4, Tom Bigosinski will seek
re-election. Mr. Bigosinski has been a
practicing attorney for the past 15 years,
specializing in defending employment-
related lawsuits. He is a graduate of
Rutgers University and received his
law degree from Seton Hall Law School.
As a councilman, he has served on the
Public Works, Code Review and Park-
ing Committees.

“I am looking forward to campaign-
ing again,” Mr. Bigosinski said, “and
any opportunity to interact with the
people of the fourth ward…I look for-
ward to talking in earnest over the next
few months about issues such as high
school parking, improving municipal
services and the ever-increasing taxes.”

Republican Keith Loughlin, an at-
torney, opposes Mr. Bigosinski. He
serves as a legislative aide for Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield).

“In his role, Keith has worked with a
lot of elected officials in the area,” Mr.
Ciarrocca said. “Because shared ser-
vices are growing more and more im-
portant, the fact that he has worked with
these people – mayors and councilmen
of both parties – is an asset. He’s worked
with Jon and has exposure and instant
credibility.”

Overall, Mr. Bramnick, chairman of
the Westfield Republican Party, said,
“This group brings incredible ability.
As chair, my main objective is to find
people who are really nice and who
care about Westfield.”

Mr. Ciarrocca said he liked the Re-
publican slate’s chances, which he said
are buoyed by Chris Christie’s candi-
dacy for governor.

Dolan Invites Public
To Hear About Budget
WESTFIELD – Superintendent of

Schools Margaret Dolan invites the public
to either of two meetings to learn more
about the Westfield school budget for 2009-
2010. The discussions will be held in the
morning and the evening for the conve-
nience of Westfield residents. The first
will be held Tuesday, April 14, at 10 a.m.
in Edison Intermediate School’s audito-
rium and the evening presentation will
take place Wednesday, April 15, at 8 p.m.
in Westfield High School’s Cafeteria B.

UNICO Seeks Funds to Aid
Italian Earthquake Victims

Speaking on behalf of his slate, Ken
Rotter, chairman of the Westfield Demo-
cratic Party, said, “The challenges fac-
ing Westfield today require new ideas,
not more of the same…Bill Brennan
brings the fresh perspective, can-do
attitude and positive leadership needed
to move Westfield forward and make it
an even better place to live and raise a
family.”

COUNTY — The Plainfields and Scotch
Plains UNICO, acting on behalf of the
national organization, and the Italian-Ameri-
can Club of Scotch Plains are banding
together to provide earthquake relief to
L’Aquila and surrounding towns devas-
tated by the earthquake in the Abruzzo
region of Italy.

The Scotch Plains area is home to a large
contingent of Italian immigrants originally
from the Abruzzo region of Italy. People
from the region are known as Abruzzese.
Renato Biribin, past national president of
the national organization of UNICO and a
Scotch Plains attorney, is organizing the
earthquake relief effort on behalf of UNICO
nationwide. Mr. Biribin is also the founder
of the Plainfields Chapter of UNICO.

“As Italian-Americans, we are deeply
saddened by the devastating earthquake
and the humanitarian crisis it has caused,
and we want to do something to help,” said
Mr. Biribin, who also helped coordinate
UNICO’s effort to assist victims of the
Italian earthquake in 1980, which killed
more than 2,700 people just south of Naples.
“While emotions run high, it’s also impor-
tant to note that we get the funds to the right
organizations at the grass roots to provide
direct help.”

Mr. Biribin said UNICO is arranging to
work with groups such as Catholic Chari-
ties USA and Boys’ Town of Italy, which
provide humanitarian aid to seniors, fami-

lies and children in particular.
Donald DiFrancesco, a former acting

Governor, State Senator and Scotch Plains
native, traces his ancestry to the Abruzzo
region, and a town called Montazzoli. His
family members also founded the Italian-
American Club in Scotch Plains, the major-
ity of whose membership trace their lineage
to the Abruzzo region of Italy.

“This is a terrible time for the residents of
L’Aquila, and our prayers go out to our
fellow Italians. We are Italian-Americans,
and we never forget our ancestral roots,”
said Mr. DiFrancesco, who helped found
the Italian-American Heritage Commission
(njitalia.nj.gov). “I am looking forward to
working with the community, organiza-
tions such as UNICO and the Italian-Ameri-
can Club, in pulling together our resources
to help.”

Anyone wishing to donate can send a tax-
deductible donation payable to: “UNICO
Foundation,” earmarked “Disaster Relief
Fund” and mailed to: 271 U.S. Highway 46
West, Suite A-108, Fairfield, NJ 07004.

UNICO Foundation is a 501(c)(3) cor-
poration. UNICO, which means unique or
one of a kind in Italian, was founded in
1922. UNICO has members in 131 chapters
in 19 states, who work to support charitable,
educational, scientific and literary projects
while promoting Italian heritage and com-
bating negative stereotyping. For more in-
formation, see unico.org.
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that the “applicants develop a cross-
easement agreement,” Mr. Newell said.

On the agenda, Mark Angelo with-
drew his prior application to subdi-
vide 1053 Prospect Street into three
residential lots.

Two applicants were granted ex-
tensions. Gentemp and Jean
Genievich of 254 Seneca Place were
approved to extend its application
until July 2010. CFGR of 430-510
Central Avenue was also approved
for an extension.

In an agenda section titled Com-
munications, Harbor Consultants Inc.
made an application with the New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) for Flood Hazard
Area Line Verification and Individual
Permit Report for Lenape Park
Bikeway; Freshwater Wetlands and
Flood Hazard Area Application No-
tice to Neighboring Landowners re-
garding replacement of Union County
Culvert No. SP-17 at Hillside Avenue
over tributary to Rahway River in the
Township of Springfield; Biennial
Certification Monitoring Report for a
Ground Water Classification Excep-
tion Area for Getty Service Station at
201 South Avenue, West.

Westfield
Monday, March 30, Michael Ross, 27,

of Scotch Plains was arrested at the
Middlesex County jail on four outstand-
ing Westfield contempt of court warrants
totaling $1,140. He was committed on
default of bail to the Union County jail.

Tuesday, March 31, Alexander
Liberman, 28, of Summit was arrested on
an outstanding Jersey City contempt of
court warrant in the amount of $150 after
a motor vehicle stop at East Broad Street
and Stanley Avenue. He was released
after posting bail.

Tuesday, March 31, the owner of a
clothing store on the 100 block of East
Broad Street reported the theft of mer-
chandise in the amount of $2,430.

Tuesday, March 31, a resident of the
800 block of Lenape Trail reported the
theft of jewelry valued at approximately
$15,000 from the home. The theft oc-
curred between February 13 and March
27. There were no signs of forced entry.

Wednesday, April 1, Richard Green,
34, of Jersey City was arrested on an
outstanding Jersey City contempt of court
warrant after a motor vehicle stop at Clark
Street and Stanmore Place. He was re-
leased after posting $180 bail.

Wednesday, April 1, Harris Podvey,
43, of West Caldwell was arrested and
charged with hindering apprehension for
allegedly failing to properly identify him-
self after being stopped for a motor ve-
hicle violation on the 200 block of West
South Avenue. Podvey was issued a sum-
mons at Westfield police headquarters
and released.

Wednesday, April 1, Jose Roman, 38,
of Woodbridge was arrested at Plainfield
police headquarters on a Westfield con-
tempt of court warrant in the amount of
$500. He was held in lieu of bail.

Wednesday, April 1, Keith Anderson,
41, of Plainfield was arrested at Plainfield
police headquarters on outstanding con-
tempt of court warrants from Westfield
and Newark, in the amounts of $500 and
$125, respectively. He was processed and
committed on default of bail to the Union
County jail on both warrants.

Wednesday, April 1, Joi Blassingame,
28, of Linden was arrested on an out-
standing Elizabeth contempt of court
warrant on the 500 block of West South
Avenue. She was processed and released
after posting $100 bail.

Thursday, April 2, after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation on the 200
block of Springfield Avenue, William
Devine, 37, of West Orange was arrested
on an outstanding Clark contempt of court
warrant in the amount of $165 and also
was charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia. Devine
posted bail on the warrant and was re-
leased on his own recognizance on the
Westfield charges.

Saturday, April 4, Earlisha Green, 21,
of Plainfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing Irvington contempt of court warrant
in the amount of $165 after a motor ve-
hicle stop in the area of the 300 block of
South Avenue in Garwood. She was re-
leased after posting bail.

Saturday, April 4, Brandon R. Bond,
22, of Newark was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on outstanding con-
tempt of court warrants from Union and
Cranford, in the amounts of $275 and
$250, respectively. He was released after
posting $525 total bail.

Sunday, April 5, Silvia C. Lisa, 26, of
Elizabeth was arrested at the Westfield
northside train station on a Roselle con-
tempt of court warrant in the amount of
$165. She was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, April 2, Akhirah Trent, 33,

of Hillside was arrested and charged with
providing false information to officers
after a motor vehicle stop. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters where she
was processed and released.

Thursday, April 2, a resident of Martine
Avenue reported that someone caused
approximately $75 worth of damage to
her mailbox.

Friday, April 3, police investigated an
incident in which a motor vehicle parked
legally on Willow Street was struck by a
vehicle that then fled the scene. The impact
caused damage to the rear of the vehicle.

Sunday, April 5, Brandan Butler, 25, of
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
possession of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS) after a motor vehicle stop.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters where he was processed and released.

Sunday, April 5, Patrick Mitchell, 27,
of Rahway was arrested and charged with
eluding police after allegedly refusing to
comply with a motor vehicle stop. After
eventually stopping, he was transported
to police headquarters where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Monday, April 6, Neeadak Allotey, 34,
of Metuchen was arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana after a mo-
tor vehicle stop, at which time an officer
smelled the odor of marijuana. He was
transported to police headquarters where
he was processed and released.

Monday, April 6, a resident of Park
Avenue reported that someone entered
his motor vehicle and removed his GPS,
valued at $100.

Mountainside
Wednesday, April 1, Emmanuel C.

Hooper, 20, of Newark was arrested at the
Scotch Plains Police Department on an
outstanding warrant in the amount of $400.

Thursday, April 2, a resident of Wood
Valley Road reported that someone dam-
aged the windshield and the passenger
side rear view mirror of his motor vehicle
while it was parked in the street. The
damage was done with a rock that was
found at the scene.

Friday, April 3, officers responded to a
report of a distraught female juvenile at a
Route 22 diner. According to police, the
juvenile was crying hysterically and stated
that she did not have any recollection of
how she got to the diner. The individual
stated that the last thing she remembered
was her father dropping her off at a the-
ater in Bayonne, at which time she met
three male juveniles, authorities reported.
She stated that one of the male juveniles
gave her a soda and the next thing she
knew she was along the highway, police
said. The incident is under investigation.

Sunday, April 5, a resident of Sunrise
Parkway reported that two black males
were walking around the rear of her prop-
erty. According to police, one appeared to
be looking for something on the ground as
the other was seen urinating on a tree. The
homeowner called out to the men and
they fled the scene, police said. A search
of the area by the homeowner produced a
small ziplock bag that contained suspected
marijuana, officers reported. The CDS
was bagged and placed into evidence
pending destruction.

Fanwood
Wednesday, April 1, Mike Roberson,

43, of Plainfield was arrested after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Terrill Road on an
outstanding warrant out of Harrison. He
was processed and released after posting
bail.

Thursday, April 2, a business owner on
the 200 block of North Avenue reported
that someone did approximately $10 worth
of damage to a flagpole on his property by
knocking it down.

Thursday, April 2, Thomas Drexler,
57, of Bridgewater was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue on
an outstanding Raritan Borough warrant.
He was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Saturday, April 4, a resident on the 50
block of Glenwood Road reported that
sometime overnight someone broke the
front window of her residence with an
unknown object.

Saturday, April 4, a resident reported
that he left his motor vehicle parked in the
South Avenue train station lot overnight
and that someone smashed the driver’s
side window. Nothing was reported miss-
ing at this time, officers said.

Saturday, April 4, Dennis Rowland,
19, of Newark was arrested on an active
Newark warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

noise in opposition to their status quo
policies.”

“We are burdened by unfair school
funding, which directly impacts prop-
erty taxes, one of the nation’s highest
overall state tax burdens, and unneces-
sary COAH (Council on Affordable
Housing) requirements,” said Mr.
Meringolo, a commercial real estate
agent in Whippany.

Mr. Vitureira, a lawyer, said the state
is “in the middle of a terrible economic
situation and the governor (Jon Corzine)
is not meeting his fiscal responsibili-
ties.”

“Rather than raising taxes and cut-
ting municipal aid, which has the effect
of raising local property taxes, we should
trim the size of our government and
eliminate expensive programs taxpay-
ers cannot afford,” Mr. Vitureira said.

Filing for the Democrats are Norman
Albert of Cranford, an assistant coun-
sel for the County of Union, and Spring-
field resident and Township Attorney
Bruce Bergen. Both candidates ran for
the Assembly in 2007.

Also filing Monday were candidates
for Governor. Governor Corzine is be-
ing challenged in the Democratic Pri-
mary by Jeff Boss of Guttenberg, former
Glen Ridge Mayor Carl Bergmanson
and Roger Bacon of Phillipsburg. Mr.
Bergmanson led an effort last year to
have Mr. Corzine recalled.

On the Republican side, former
United States Attorney Chris Christie
of Mendham will face off against former
Bogota Mayor Steve Lonegan, State
Assemblyman Rick Merkt (LD-25,
Mendham) and South Brunswick busi-
nessman Dave Brown.

In the race for the neighboring Dis-
trict 22, which covers Scotch Plains
and Fanwood, Democratic incumbents
Linda Stender of Fanwood and Jerry
Green of Plainfield are being challenged
in the Primary by Rick Smiley of
Plainfield.

Former Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks, an endodontist, and William
“Bo” Vastine, a businessman, also of
Scotch Plains, filed for the GOP. Mr.
Marks ran for Congress in the Seventh
Congressional District last year in the
GOP Primary and for State Senate in
2003.

In the race for Union County free-
holder, Union County Freeholder
Democratic incumbents Al Mirabella
and Deborah Scanlon filed for re-elec-
tion with their new running mate,
Mohamed Jalloh of Roselle. Mr. Jalloh
replaces Freeholder Chester Holmes of
Rahway, who is retiring. They are be-
ing challenged in the Primary by
Carmen Southward of Linden and
Marlena Abitano of Elizabeth, running
under the slogan “Democrats for Tax
Reductions,” and Roselle candidates
Harry O. Wyatt, Jr. and James E. Moore,
Jr., who are using the name “Roselle
Independent Democrats.”

Republican freeholder candidates are
Garwood Councilman Anthony Sytko,
Nicole Cole of Fanwood and Modesto
Miranda, Jr. of Roselle Park. County
Surrogate James LaCorte of Elizabeth,
a Democrat, is seeking re-election
against Republican Arthur Zapolski of
Roselle Park.

State Assemblyman Jerry Green (LD-
22, Plainfield), Frank Cuesta of Eliza-
beth and Chris Hudak of Linden are
running for the state Democratic Com-
mittee, while Westfield Councilman
James Foerst and former freeholder
candidate Patricia Quattrocchi of
Garwood are running for the state Re-
publican Committee, replacing Robert
Cockren of Westfield and Elizabeth
Cox of Summit.

The Borough of Garwood will see
Democratic incumbents Keith Sluka
and Kathleen Villaggio face Republi-
cans James Matheson and Timothy Hak
for two open seats, each a three-year
term, on the council.
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WF School Budget,
Candidate Info. on TV36

WESTFIELD – A Westfield school
budget forum, “Tough Choices for Our
Schools and Our Children,” a discussion
of the 2009-2010 school district budget,
is being broadcast on Blue Devils TV36
from now through Tuesday, April 21.

For the exact dates and times, see
westfieldnjk12.org (“What’s on Blue
Devils TV?”) . Candidates Night, which
was held on March 30, was taped and is
also being aired on WHS-TV36.

The budget forum includes President
of the Westfield Board of Education Ginny
Leiz, Finance Chairman and Vice Presi-
dent Julia Walker and Superintendent
Margaret Dolan. Westfield High School
junior Kate Brennan interviews them.

borough will receive aid from the
breakup of the Union County Regional
High School District.

“It is going to be very, very difficult
to keep the tax impact at the same level
next year,” Mr. Turner said.

On Tuesday, the board voted to make
a payment of $25,926 to the state Divi-
sion of Pension and Benefits, deferring
more than $20,000 until 2011.

Mr. Turner said the deferred money
is equal to the amount the borough’s
state aid will be reduced. Finance Com-
mittee Chairwoman Susan Groning said
the deferment will be paid back over a
period of 15 years.

“It’s only going to be a little more
than $1,000 a year,” Ms. Groning said
of the payback. “It’s going to be such a
small amount in 2011 because they let
you spread it out over 15 years.”

Also on Tuesday, Superintendent
Teresa Quigley provided an update on
a statement made during last week’s
budget meeting. Resident Karen Resetar
was critical of the board, saying that it
should “make sure every kid has a book
in the school.”

Ms. Quigley said that in the class to
which Ms. Resetar was referring, the
teacher had recently returned from a
two-year maternity leave and had be-
gun teaching a class a specific novel.

When the teacher distribute dthe
books to her students, she discovered
that a few copies had been lost during
her absence. As a result, students were
asked to share in the classroom. Ms.
Quigley said one of the students did
purchase the book on his own, although
students were not instructed to do so.

“[The teacher] did have the children
share the book, but it was in class,” Ms.
Quigley said. “It’s not that they were
required to buy the book.”

Ms. Quigley said a few years ago

when the district was phasing out its
science textbook, a class was short one
book, and since the textbook was out of
print, the school was unable to pur-
chase additional copies from the pub-
lisher. A parent then found a copy of the
book online for $2, purchased it and
donated it to the school.

“I’ve been here for 20 years, and
we’ve never asked our students to buy
books,” Ms. Quigley said.

During the meeting, resident John
Colin sought to clarify what he be-
lieved was a misrepresentation of his
comments during the budget meeting
in an article in the online edition of The
Cranford Chronicle. Mr. Conlin took
exception with the implication that he
“rebuked” the board of education.

“I think it’s unfortunate if any mem-
ber of this group or the press wrongly
translated what I was saying as a re-
buke,” Mr. Conlin said.

Prior to the executive session, board
member Russell Graham suggested the
possibility of utilizing the board’s
website as a way for the public to
submit questions which could then be
answered during the public meeting.
Mr. Graham said it was “just an oppor-
tunity for [the board] to be better pre-
pared for the meeting.”

Board member Linda Koenig ex-
pressed reservations over the policy,
noting that members are “supposed to
know the answers when people show
up” and that there was no guarantee that
those asking the questions online would
actually attend the meetings.

Board president Adele Lewis said
she agreed with Mr. Graham’s inten-
tion of utilizing technology to promote
more public involvement but also un-
derstood the reservations expressed by
Ms. Koenig and Mr. Colin, who said he
is “completely computer illiterate.” She
said the board would continue to seek
ways to encourage a better flow of
information with residents.

Following executive session, the
board also said it would be hiring Wil-
liam Muzzio, business administrator
for the Clark Board of Education, on an
interim basis through June 30. Ms.
Quigley said this is part of the district’s
move towards further shared services
with the Clark school district.

Tuesday’s meeting was the final ses-
sion before the April 21 school board
elections. The reorganization meeting
for the Garwood Board of Education is
scheduled for April 28 at 7:30 p.m.


