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Draw
Paint

Bringing art and people together
68 Elm Street, Summit, New Jersey 07901

908 273-9121
www.artcenternj.org

4/04 East Coast Art Expo - Art Materials Fair featuring 45 national art suppliers, 10-4pm. Visit website for details.
Events 4/13 Spring Session begins for art classes and workshops. Registration available online.

4/24 New Jersey State Council on the Arts Fellowship Exhibition Opening Reception, 6-8pm. Free and open to the public.
4/25 Spring Wine Tasting - Tasting and lecture featuring affordable artisan wines, 4:30-7:30pm. Purchase tickets online.

the farmhouse store
...like no other store in Westfield

For hours, address, special events and fabulous things:

www.thefarmhousestore.com

Historic Rialto Theatre Reopens
By MEREDITH MANNINO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – After just three
weeks, renovations to the historic Rialto
Theatre were completed, and an ex-
cited contingent, which included cur-
rent and former councilmen and may-
ors, came by last Friday to celebrate the
theatre’s reopening.

Owner Jesse Sayegh, president of
CJM Entertainment, his children –
Doreen, manager, Paul and James –
Regina Struble,  a former senior execu-
tive vice president at Rialto who com-
muted from North Carolina, and a co-

hesive staff of electricians, painters,
cabinetmakers, carpenters and assorted
craftspeople worked day and night to
complete the project, making finishing
touches to the place up until the last
minute of bunting being laid and the
crowd beginning to amass outside.

“It took a lot of time and a lot of
effort,” said Ms. Sayegh, manager. “We
worked very hard, every minute of ev-
ery day. It all came from the heart.”

She expressed her gratitude to the
town, all the merchants, the Downtown
Westfield Corporation and the police
department.

She said she has been touched by
residents’ anticipation throughout the
last three weeks and added that this past
Friday’s re-launch was gratifying,
“when you sense their enthusiasm and
excitement.”

Two of the six auditoriums now have
digital projectors, which enable certain
movies to be presented in 3D, while
moviegoers now sit extra comfortably

in new, cushioned reclining chairs with
added legroom. When showing movies
in 3D, the theatre will loan state-of-the-
art 3D glasses – not the flimsy paper
ones of yesteryear – to viewers.

After the ribbon cutting on Friday
night, the Rialto showed the 3D film
Monsters vs. Aliens. Theatergoers said
the characters of this animated film
appeared to be within touching dis-
tance when viewed through the top-
notch glasses.

Ms. Sayegh said she and her team
selected the colors, floor and carpet
designs. The lobby walls were painted

a vibrant blue and green, and the pattern
on the carpet is stars and streamers,
quite appropriate for the new Rialto.

The concession stand has been refur-
bished with granite countertops and
linoleum tile, and the bathrooms have
been updated a bit, with new soap dis-
pensers and countertops.

Mr. Sayegh said he decided to refur-
bish the Rialto because, after 11 years,
it needed an upgrade and remodeling.

Three weeks seems like a short time
to digitize two auditoriums, paint, in-
stall new floors and carpeting, replace
countertops and update bathrooms, but
for Mr. Sayegh, a veteran cinema owner
and head contractor on the Rialto
project, 21 days was his longest refur-
bishment to date.

“I could have pushed it and opened
the theatre partially,” he said. “But I
wanted it done nicely, perfectly. This
way, people will take their first impres-
sion to heart.”

“I’m sure that people will see the

difference from 10 years ago and even
from one month ago,” Mr. Sayegh added
with a grin.

He said he is very happy to be provid-
ing high-end entertainment to the town
and noted that the updated Rialto will
attract people from the surrounding
area as well, which will help other
Westfield businesses such as restau-
rants, ice cream parlors and coffee
shops.

Mr. Sayegh owns several theatres in
New Jersey, including the Cranford
Theatre, which he hopes to renovate by
year’s end or early next year.

In 1996, roughly 250 volunteers and
the Downtown Westfield Corporation
(formerly known as Main Street
Westfield) ardently fought for the Rialto
to stay intact in a campaign known as
“Save the Rialto.”

These crusaders, which included
former mayor Tom Jardim and long-
time resident David Owens, were upset
at the notion that the Rialto would be
demolished. Their efforts, and Mr.
Sayegh’s purchase of the theatre later
that year, are what saved the Rialto
from being converted into retail space.

In tough economic times, the movie
business boomed. Today, ensconced in
a deep recession, James Sayegh noted
that there is no respite from everyday
life quite as gratifying as the “crackle of
the film rolling and the lights dim-
ming.”

The Rialto opened in 1922; at that
time, it cost just 20 cents to see a film.
For trivia buffs, Ben Hur was the first
major film shown at the theatre.

Local Teens Respond in Audtions
When NJPAC Asks: ‘Got Talent?’

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – The New Jersey Perform-
ing Arts Center (NJPAC) and the adja-
cent building Lucent Technologies
Center for Arts Education in Newark
were enshrouded in eerie mist and fog
Sunday morning, but through it all,
talent of New Jersey young artists shone.

Area teens experienced the antitheti-
cal emotions of joy and fear while
auditioning for entry into select groups
offered at NJPAC. “Got Talent?” was
last weekend’s auditions for NJPAC’s
five programs: Wachovia Jazz for Teens,
Summer Youth Performance Workshop,
NJPAC/NJ Youth Theatre Summer
Musical Program, Young Artist Insti-
tute and the Jeffrey Carollo Music
Scholarship.

Teenager Aaron Davis, a Westfield
resident, auditioned with his electric
bass for the fall program of the Wachovia
Jazz for Teens group. The Pingry junior
is currently a part of this year’s jazz
program. Being selected for the pro-
gram, he said, necessitates a teen’s com-
mitment to being at NJPAC on Satur-
days from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. for music
theory, master classes and rehearsal.
But he said it’s worth it.

The fate of each performer for the
Wachovia jazz group was in the hands
of an affable judge — Joris Teepe —
who also teaches at the center. He gave

direction during the auditions by ask-
ing questions that would put each teen
in charge: “What will you play first?
Who’s going to play the melody?”

Evan Levine, a junior at Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS), and a part of the  SPFHS jazz
band Moonglowers, said he has “been
away [from the NJPAC program] for a
while but was in the program the year
before and the one before that.”

When the judge told him, “This is
your band; now instruct your drummer
and pianist of the order of songs and
who will play what,” Evan responded
honestly, “Whew. That’s a lot of power!”

At that moment, he took command
and announced that his upright bass
would take the melody lead for two
choruses of “Just Friends.” With a snap
of his fingers and a nod of his head,
Evan set the tempo.

He put a humorous spin on the end-
ing of the standard by adding the musi-
cal coda, “Shave and a Haircut, Two
Bits,” which brought a rousing applause
by the judge.

Nerves always play their own part in
auditions such as these, but both young
men are seasoned musicians.

Evan said he never gets nervous;
Aaron shared that he always feels a bit
nervous. Since this was his second time
in the audition process at NJPAC,
though, he was able to say with confi-
dence, “I felt a lot better this time
through.”

These talented teens, and their com-
petition, will know the outcome of the
auditions in another month.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader and The Times
ON-BASS PERCENTAGE...In a re-
hearsal space at the Lucent Technolo-
gies Center for Arts Education in New-
ark, Aaron Davis practices a riff on his
electric bass before going in to his audi-
tion for the Wachovia Jazz for Teens
group. The Westfield teenager has been
a part of the group in the past year,
playing on their CD that was cut in
December and will perform at the
group’s May concert.
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COMING ATTRACTIONS...At left, Rialto owner Jesse Sayegh, president of CJM Entertainment, along with current Mayor
Andy Skibitsky, prepares to cut the ribbon at the re-launch of the Rialto Theatre, which was closed for most of March due to
renovations. Moviegoers will enjoy everything from new digital projectors and cushioned chairs that boast extra legroom.


