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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-(09001330)
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-17131-08
Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS

TRUSTEE FOR THE CERTIFICATE HOLDERS
CWALT, INC. ALTERNATIVE LOAN TRUST
2006-45T1, MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2006-45T1

VS.
Defendant: JAMES MCCALL, MRS. MCCALL,

WIFE OF JAMES MCCALL, MORTGAGE ELEC-
TRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. AS
NOMINEE FOR FI,

Sale Date: 04/29/2009
Writ of Execution: 02/27/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty Six Thousand Eight Hundred Eighty Nine
and 84/100*** ($556,889.84).

MUNICIPALITY: Westfield
COUNTY: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
STREET & STREET NO: 546 Trinity Place
TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 3011, LOT:

17
DIMENTIONS OF LOT: 120.07’ x 51.59’
NEAREST CROSS STREET: First Street
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): NONE
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Fifteen Thou-

sand Two Hundred Thirteen and 25/100***
($615,213.25) together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HIGHWAY
P.O. BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORSETOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 04/02, 04/09, 04/16
& 04/23/09 Fee: $169.32

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-(09001515)
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-30918-07
Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL AS-

SOCIATION AS TRUSTEE FOR NOMURA
HOME EQUITY LOAN, INC. ASSET-BACKED
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2005-HE1

VS.
Defendant: CAROL L. SHEPPARD; WILLIAM

W. SHEPPARD; H/W
Sale Date: 05/06/2009
Writ of Execution: 11/24/2008
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Eighty Two Thousand Sixty One and 66/100***
($182,061.66).

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Fanwood in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 225 Tillotson Road,
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Tax Lot No: 10 in Block 46
Dimentions of Lot: (Approximately) 75 X 139
Nearest Cross Street: WESTFIELD ROAD
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer. mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Tax and Prior lien info: Taxes, Sewer and

Water maybe delinquent you must check with the
tax collector for exact amounts due.

Prior Mortgages and Judgements (if any):
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Seven Thou-

sand Nine Hundred Thirty and 22/100***
($207,930.22) together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
File No: FCZ-93689
4 T - 04/02, 04/09, 04/16
& 04/23/09 Fee: $179.52

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-(09001006)
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-594902B
Plaintiff: FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE

ASSOCIATION
VS.
Defendant: MASSIMINO RAPUANO A/K/A

SAM RAPUANO A/K/A SAMUEL RAPUANO
AND JOANN RAPUANO A/K/A JO ANN
RAPUANO A/K/A JOANN RAPUANO;
ELIZABETHTOWN GAS CO.; THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD

Sale Date: 04/08/2009
Writ of Execution: 02/05/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Sixty Three Thousand Five Hundred Thirty Two
and 70/100*** ($163,532.70).

Municipality: Town of Westfield
Street Address: 517 Edgar Road, Westfield,

New Jersey 07090
Tax Lot: 5.01
Tax Block: 2909
Approximate dimentions 111’ x 4.5’ x 111’ x

45.50’ x 222’ x 50’
Nearest cross street: Lynwood Place
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Twenty Nine

Thousand One Hundred Forty Eight and 41/
100*** ($229,148.41) together with lawful inter-
est and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PLUESE, BECKER & SALTZMAN, LLC
20000 HORIZON WAY
SUITE 900
MT. LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054-4318
(856) 813-1700
4 T - 03/12, 03/19, 03/26
& 04/02/09 Fee: $167.28

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-(09000968)
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-1238808
Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK AS SUC-

CESSOR TO J.P. MORGAN
VS.
Defendant: DIEGO LOAIZA, MARIA A.

LOAIZA, SUNTRUST MORTGAGE, INC.,
PEACH TREE HILL FEDERAL CREDIT UNION,
PALISADES COLLECTION LLC

Sale Date: 04/08/2009
Writ of Execution: 02/06/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty Four Thousand Three Hundred Fifteen and
26/100*** ($554,315.26).

Municipality: Mountainside
County: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Street Address: 348 Summit Road
Tax Block and Lot: Block: 7G; Lot: 25
Dimentions of Lot: 265.70’ x 100.55’
Nearest Cross Street: 422.39’ from Slope Drive
Superior Interests (if any): None
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Seventeen Thou-

sand Eight Hundred Nine and 87/100***
($617,809.87) together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HIGHWAY
P.O. BOX 848-SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 03/12, 03/19, 03/26
& 04/02/09 Fee: $159.12
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and ½ popcorns

Just out of the blocks this latest
permutation of author Alexander
Key’s sci-fi fantasy sparkles with
newfound energy. “How novel,” we
opine. However, once director Andy
Fickman’s Race to Witch Mountain
has unfurled all its 21st Century re-
furbishments, the script assumes the
repetitious ordinariness common to
a game of Chutes and Ladders.

Still, valiantly staving off the film’s
same ole, same ole nature longer
than Matt Lopez and Mark
Bomback’s script deserves is a
bright-eyed cast, its keenest orbs
peering out from Dwayne Johnson’s
signature scowl. Oft on the receiv-
ing end of his faux ire, AnnaSophia
Robb and Alexander Ludwig com-
plete the thespic complement.

Mr. Johnson is Jack Bruno, a Las
Vegas taxi driver. In and out of juvie
as a kid, he’s just recently extricated
himself from the mob’s clutches.
Now he just wants to play it straight
and lay low. Thus it only figures
he’ll soon be implicated in a fracas
of interplanetary consequences. It
begins when Sara and Seth hail his
cab.

Seemingly nice young teens on
initial blush, the first thing that de-
livers static to Mr. Bruno’s antennae
is the fat bankroll they present as
enticement for his services. Sec-
ondly, and even odder, they don’t
quite know the address of their desert
mountain destination…just the lati-
tude and longitude. OK, so kids are
weird. Drive, they said.

He complies. And then things get
too strange to ignore…like the dudes
in the dark glasses following them in
the expensive machinery. Hmm, must
be the Mafiosos in denial about his
retirement. Chase scene 1 ensues.
Deciding they must aid their ride,
the kids perform some bits of mo-
lecular manipulation. No usual par-
lor tricks are these.

Whew…close call. But that’s it.
Jack wants to know the skinny. Sara,
winsomely evoked by Miss Robb,
says they can trust the Earthling.
Seth, perhaps emanating from the
Missouri section of his planet, adopts
a show-me attitude. Nevertheless, as
Rick once remarked to Captain
Renault, it looks like this is the be-
ginning of a beautiful friendship.

Even after the chemistry can no
longer buoy the saga along, one can’t
help note Mr. Johnson’s likeability.
His unselfish style results in a win-
ning persona more complex than its
outward simplicity would suggest.
While he doth demur as concerns his
abilities, by now we know you don’t
mess with The Rock. The result is its
very own sort of swagger.

Possessing some cool powers of
their own, Sara and Seth play against
the human’s incredulity and good-

Race to Witch Mountain:
Good Start…Weak Finish

will with notable aplomb. But good
thing the three affiliate. Because
Ciarán Hinds’s mean Henry Burke,
ace guv’mint spaceman chaser, has
that come-to-your-house-3-a.m.
face. In earlier times, he’d be chas-
ing down Jean Valjean.

Breaking no new ground in alien
visitation plots, the transubstanti-
ated teens explain their mission. Yep,
it’s the old dying planet story, but
mercifully with a twist. While their
hometown leaders originally thought
to simply invade Earth, the kids rep-
resent a green contingent that now
feels restorative properties found in
our world can save theirs.

But alas, even lands across the
Milky Way have a Cheney element,
and that sets hurdles. They maintain
total conquest of Earth is the only
answer and have sent a hitman-an-
droid specifically designed for that
purpose to do their bidding. Which
means the crew has to fight their war
on two fronts. Happily, they gain a
fourth wheel in Dr. Alex Friedman.

Portrayed by Carla Gugino, the
expert in extraterrestrial possibili-
ties just happens to be in Vegas to
lecture at the UFO convention un-
derway. Once she’s in tow, what os-
tensibly becomes a feature length
chase scene switches over to auto-
matic pilot. The usual clichés, mecha-
nisms and ploys are perfunctorily
paraded before us, with few sur-
prises in store.

Still, for children old enough to
understand but young enough to see
this PG-rated film’s good intentions
through eyes not yet jaded, Race to
Witch Mountain indeed comes in
peace. While fans of the original
Disney products – Escape to Witch
Mountain (1975) and Return to Witch
Mountain (1978) – may cry sacri-
lege, the essence survives.

Like much of good sci-fi, it’s a
humanitarianism that for the most
part distinguished writer Alexander
Key’s works. Metaphors and allego-
ries related through intergalactic ad-
venture teach lessons of tolerance
and understanding. And, just to be
sure that Johnny doesn’t get too ide-
alistic, he’s warned about those folks
who aren’t quite so enlightened.

Therefore, parents, grandparents
and nannies on a mission to educate
whilst entertaining should consider
that, while they might intermittently
doze after the premise runs out of
solid fuel, their good deed won’t be
punished with an inequitable amount
of ennui. Seen from that perspective,
the Race to Witch Mountain can be a
winning proposition.

* * *
Race to Witch Mountain, rated PG,

is a Walt Disney Pictures release
directed by Andy Fickman and stars
Dwayne Johnson, AnnaSophia Robb
and Alexander Ludwig. Running
time: 98 minutes.

WSO to Honor College
Woman’s, Men’s Clubs

WESTFIELD — As many local
seniors start to prepare for a new life
at college, the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra (WSO) prepares to honor
both the College Men’s and the Col-
lege Woman’s Clubs of Westfield for
their role in furthering the cause of
higher education in Westfield.

These two outstanding local orga-
nizations will be recognized at the
WSO’s annual gala on Saturday, April
16, at 7 p.m. at the Shackamaxon
Golf and Country Club.

The gala evening, WSO’s most sig-
nificant fundraising event of the year,
traditionally honors an individual or
a team of people who has made a
noteworthy contribution to the sym-
phony and community. The College
Woman’s and the College Men’s clubs
have been awarding scholarships and
grants annually for more than 90 years
to outstanding young men and women
from Westfield.

Applicants are judged on the basis
of scholarship, character, leadership,
community service, and need. In re-
cent years, the Men’s Club has ex-
panded its mission to provide full
tuition scholarships to needy juniors
(male and female) for private S.A.T.
preparation classes.

Scholarship and grant funds are
derived from membership dues, earn-
ings from investments, donations,
contributions and fundraising activi-
ties. In 2008, more than $100,000
was awarded to young men and
women from Westfield. Recipients
for this year’s scholarships will be
announced in May.

Another outcome of the WSO Gala
evening will be the creation of two
new music scholarship for graduat-
ing seniors.

“We are delighted to be recognized
by the Westfield Symphony, said
College Woman’s club President
Phyllis Triarsi. “The symphony is
part of what makes this town special
and few communities of our size any-
where in the country have local ac-
cess to a fully professional symphony
orchestra of this caliber,” continued
Ms Triarsi.

This year’s Spanish-themed Gala,
“Viva Flamenco,” will include a cock-
tail reception, gourmet dinner and
dancing to a 10-piece band. Another
highlight of the evening will be a
special Flamenco performance by
guest artist Omayra Amaya, who re-
cently dazzled WSO audiences when
she performed with WSO at Union
County PAC earlier this year.

“We invite the entire community to
attend the gala to support the sym-
phony and recognize the outstanding
achievements of the College Men’s
and Woman’s clubs,” said WSO Board
president Mark Fleder. “The sym-
phony brings cultural life to our town
and the gala is our largest fundraiser
of the year.”

Invitations have been mailed to
WSO subscribers and supporters, but
attendance, which is capped at 250
due to space constraints, is open to
the public, and invitations may be
obtained on a first-come, first-served
basis by calling the WSO office at
(908) 232-9400.

Symphony Friends Reveal
Details of Home Tour

WESTFIELD – The “painted lady”
home to be featured May 16 on the
Friends of Westfield Symphony
Orchestra’s 2009 Tour of Notable
Homes is an authentic example of
The Colorist Movement, an aesthetic
that began in San Francisco and ac-
centuated Victorian architectural
flourishes, according to Lee
Corcoran, chairman of the event.

Describing the home, she elabo-
rated, “Beginning at its front walk-
way, that is punctuated by twin weep-
ing red rose topiaries, every detail of
the circa-1880 home is designed for
the pure enjoyment of family and
friends.”

The common rooms in the home
are presented in strong earth tones,
dressing an eclectic furniture mix
that accommodates guests at frequent
house concerts its owners enjoy host-
ing. An original painting by Spanish
artist Joan Miró joins an intriguing
mix of artwork, collectibles and fam-
ily memorabilia.

The home’s owners have hosted
two nationwide Verizon commercial
photo shoots in this historical loca-
tion, part of the estate of the Clark
Family, who founded the original
business that evolved into Coats &
Clark Needle and Thread Company.

“This home is a must-see,” said
Friends member Carolyn Fleder,
who, along with Veena Sharma, will

manage the tour at this location.
“People are going to love seeing the
updated sunny kitchen and so many
other aspects of this grand residence.”

According to the orchestra’s mu-
sic director, David Wroe, “The tour
is an event that is much anticipated
annually and is a key funding ele-
ment of the various initiatives of our
widely acclaimed symphony orches-
tra. ‘The Friends’ work all winter to
produce a fabulous spring tour. And
we are especially indebted to the
homeowners who share their resi-
dences with the public for this cause.”

Mrs. Corcoran, this week, an-
nounced that the tour would have
some “value-added” features in-
cluded in the ticket price this year.
Five professional designers will be
on-hand to offer 40-minute classes
for those who are interested in delv-
ing deeper into the “science” of home
design and decorating.

Plans are also underway for the
presentation of a boutique show pro-
duced by a husband-and-wife mer-
chandising team.

Tickets for the 2009 Tour of No-
table Homes are $25 in advance and
$30 on the day of the tour; they will
be available after April 10. For fur-
ther information about the Tour of
Notable Homes or Friends of the
WSO, call the Westfield Symphony
office (908) 232-9400.

MOST NOTABLY...This Westfield home, an example of The Colorist Movement,
will be featured in the Friends of WSO’s Tour of Notable Homes.

GALA PALS…The Westfield Symphony Orchestra will honor the College Men’s
and Woman’s Clubs for their contributions to funding higher education. Pic-
tured, from left to right, are: Kevin Lynch, president of the College Men’s Club;
Phyllis Triarsi, president of the College Woman’s Club; Linda Doyle, WSO
Orchestra manager; and Maestro David Wroe.

COFFEE TALK…K.J. Denhert and band played Westfield’s Coffee With Con-
science Series in late March. One audience member wrote to us, “The night was
electric with Denhert’s funky stylings, which yielded two standing ovations.”
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I Love You, Man:
Mandatory Viewing

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Editor’s Note: Michael will be tak-
ing a short vacation for the upcoming
holidays, and since space permitted,
we decided to run two of his Popcorns
now. The column will promptly re-
sume Thursday, April 16.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Because in truth there is humor,
in I Love You, Man there is hilarity.
Mining an untapped wealth of phi-
losophy about male friendship, di-
rector John Hamburg, who co-wrote
the screenplay with Larry Levin,
sprinkles his farcical little gem with
profundity. He signaled his talent in
Along Came Polly (2004). But this
is his breakthrough film.

Starring Paul Rudd as Peter Klaven,
a prospective bridegroom who sud-
denly realizes he hasn’t a best friend
to stand up for him, there is a casting
off of convention. Indeed, iconic clas-
sics like Gunga Din (1939) have long
celebrated the great sacrifice and de-
votion comrades in arms are capable
of exhibiting. But something was al-
ways amiss.

Boldly going where no American
buddy film has gone before, laugh-
ingly luxuriating in its freeing up of
inhibition, I Love You, Man revels
in the realistic details of male rela-
tionships. Confident that the stars
have now aligned for a new sensi-
tivity, a script that raucously de-
lights in swearing like a sailor be-
lies a smart sophistication therein.

Representing that serendipity
contention, you couldn’t expect a
better triptych of players to etch the
comical scenario. Paul Rudd’s easy-
going yet reflective style gives his
Peter Klaven just the right credibil-
ity. Rashida Jones effervesces as
Zooey, the simpatico future bride.
Jason Segel as the potential best
friend is fraught with delightful
questionability.

Poor Peter. He never gave it much
thought…going through life without
a main man…no homey to go to the
game with, either in childhood or
now. He’s always been a woman’s
gentleman, not a dandy, mind you,
but entirely devoted to whomever he
was dating. In the real estate office
where he works he is a favorite little
prince to his female colleagues.

But now, when tradition dictates
it’s time to rent that best pal a tux, it’s
embarrassing. Making it worse, fam-
ily and friends become fixated on
finding Peter a boon companion. Of
course we’ve seen this plot dragged
out ad nauseam, for wallflower, long
grieving widow or any other female
thought to need male companionship.
The role switch is neat.

No stone goes unturned. This in-
cludes Internet exploration, a series
of uncomfortable man-dates and hu-
morous coaching from Peter’s gay
brother, Robbie (Andy Samberg).
Whirling through the potential bud-
dies, an astute study in comic mis-
understanding and mishap, it’s ap-
parent the script will also be de-

bunking some myths along the way.
It is largely done in the New Ir-

reverence, a motif popularized by
the Farrelly brothers’ There’s Some-
thing About Mary (1998), enunci-
ated again in Orange County (2002)
and more recently iterated in
Knocked Up (2007). While this has
all the candidness, it is a thinking
man’s variation, a subtextual trea-
tise on tolerance threaded in with
the jokes.

Filmmaker Hamburg smartly
shifts the story into second gear via
the sub-plot, a screwy bit of non-
sense concerning Peter’s campaign
to market Lou Ferrigno’s (The Hulk)
manse. One day, out on the balcony,
sipping wine and imbibing the ex-
quisite panini, open house crasher
Sydney Fife compliments Peter on
his spread. He should know.

Jason Segel’s self-styled bon vi-
vant introduces himself as an in-
vestment counselor and explains
that this is his favorite venue for
availing himself of a snack and
meeting chicks. And while he has
no intention of buying the multi-
million-dollar property, he is im-
pressed with the class Peter’s show-
case exudes. They swap attitudes.
They laugh. They hit it off.

Soon they are hanging out regu-
larly. Discovering they share a fond-
ness for the band Rush, the duo jams
with delirious abandon at Sydney’s
bachelor pad. At long last, Peter has a
pal. Whether it will endure is another
story. As the getting-to-know-you
scenes unfold, little cautions are
dribbled. Maybe, just maybe, Sydney
isn’t who he says he is.

That bee in our bonnet aside, the
friendship flourishes. Evincing
shades of Billy Wilder (Some Like it
Hot), dashing any fears of seeming
unmanly, Hamburg’s work relegates
homophobia to where it belongs:
scoffed at and disregarded. What’s
more, he chides such pathology by
unflinchingly molding his friend-
ship like a heterosexual courtship.

Thus a giddy, tongue-in-cheek
charm is created. Trusts are ex-
changed, secrets shared. There’s the
usual disagreements and reconcilia-
tion. In the yin-yang of being chums,
there is always one who is more dar-
ing; the other establishes balance.
For the most part, Sydney assumes
the role of mentor. And as such, he
prescribes a certain amount of risk.

Zooey becomes suspicious, if not
jealous. Peter’s newfound horizons
are, after all, a tad unsettling. Wari-
ness heightens when Sydney asks
Peter to loan him $8,000 for a busi-
ness deal. Piling high, the conflicts
twist and loop to a fairly predict-
able resolution, but not before
whimsically assuring us you needn’t
be a woman to say I Love You, Man.

* * *
I Love You, Man, rated R, is a

DreamWorks, SKG release directed
by John Hamburg and stars Paul
Rudd, Rashida Jones and Jason
Segel. Running time: 104 minutes.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Showcase to Feature
Favorite Performers

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Players (WCP) continue
the 2008-2009 season with their sec-
ond annual talent showcase featuring
the public’s favorite performers on
Saturday, April 4, at 7:30 p.m. All
seating is $15 at the theater, located at
1000 North Avenue. For reserved seat-
ing, call the box office at (908) 232-
1221.

The master of ceremonies is again
Phil Nolf, who will present a varied
evening of entertainment featuring
duets, ballads, show tunes, original
songs, ballroom dancing, an a
cappella group, piano, and of course,
bagpipes, all on stage.

Featured performers include Skip
Ungar and Pascal Esemplare on pi-
ano, ballroom dancing with Debbie
Badal and Greg Fidurski, singers
Lexi Marta, Mary Jane Ajodah and
Samantha Trapper, duets by Jenni-
fer Slatter and Claudio Venancio,
The Random Thoughts a cappella
group and Thomas Bell on the bag-
pipes.

All proceeds will benefit Westfield
Community Players, now in their 74th
consecutive year of presenting live,
community-based theater for
Westfield and the surrounding towns.

Ori Conducts Photo
Workshop in Cape May

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – Nancy
Ori, Berkeley Heights photographer
of architecture and landscape, will
lead groups of photographers and
painters into a prominent area of New
Jersey worthy of examination and
discovery.

The workshops vary in levels from
beginner to experienced artist in all
mediums. All the workshops will
focus on the gardens, architecture,
portraits and natural environments
of the historic Cape May area and
will include a walking tour of the
area, wine and cheese reception,
painting or photography sessions,
discussions, critiques and hands-on
opportunities.

Workshops vary in length from
three to four days beginning on April
26 and concluding the series on May
9. Registrations have begun, and some
workshops have a limited number of
participants.

For additional information and reg-
istration, contact Ms. Ori directly at
(908) 790-8820 or through
nancyoriphotography.com.


