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CIANCIOTTA, MINEO TO PROVIDE OFFENSE CLOUT

Raider Girls Focus on Pitching
For Successful Softball Season

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Establishing a strong pitching staff
has been a primary focus for this
year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School softball team but some strong
defense and potent offensive punch
already exists.

The Raiders have four very strong
returning senior varsity players, “who
know the game and know what it
takes to be on a team that’s success-
ful,” Raider Head Coach Kelli Covert
said. “I hope that can be picked up by
the new players. There’s a lot of tal-
ent. You want to make states. You
want to advance in counties. If we can
keep it together, we definitely have a
chance.”

Seniors Kelly Cianciotta and Nikki
Mineo possess the offensive punch
and defensive skills to give the Raid-
ers that chance. Cianciotta, a spec-
tacular centerfielder, has been even
more spectacular with the metal stick
and on the base paths as the leadoff
batter.

“She has been amazing so far,”
commented Covert.

Mineo, who was very effective be-
hind the plate last year, has shifted to

shortstop. Offensively, she has the
ability to whack wicked line drives
down the third base line. Mineo may
bat in the cleanup spot.

Junior Courtney Zyla, who will
take over the catching position, “is a
very strong catcher,” according to
Covert.

Senior veteran second baseman
Danielle Sette and third baseman
Kristina Kalkstein may bat 2-3 in the
lineup, although all the spots have yet
to be determined. Weather permit-
ting, senior Camilla Bach may have
to battle sun glare, while playing right
field. Aysia Peterson will play first
base and the leftfield position is still
up in the air among several girls.

Although pitching has been a con-
cern, “We also need to swing the bat.
There are other aspects of the game
that we need to pick up on. We have
the ability. It’s just making sure the
effort is 110 percent behind that,”
coach Covert said.

Coach Covert has been keeping a
keen eye on several girls, who have
been vying for the pitching job.

“We definitely are looking for pitch-
ing but we do have five or six girls,
who have been practicing off-season.

We have a couple, who have had
some private coaching over the sum-
mer so we have seen progress. We are
definitely rebuilding in that position.
It’s important but the girls realize
that. The rest of the team is stepping
up,” she said.

Junior Bianca Root and her sister
Julia, presently on the JV squad, have
been working well on the mound.

“Bianca threw in our first two scrim-
mages and she did well. She’s consis-
tent. We are looking for a little more
speed and more movement on the ball
but she definitely progressed,” Co-
vert said.

Also showing promise is Olivia
Brokow, who relieved in a few games
last year

“Everyone knows Scotch Plains
doesn’t have a pitcher. That’s the talk.
But I think we are going to surprise a
few, if we keep our defensive game
up. Softball is hitting the ball. You
could have nothing then in one inning
six different things can change every-
thing. This is a great group of kids.
I’m very optimistic,” Covert said.

The Raiders’ regular season will
begin with Bridgewater-Raritan in
their home opener on April 4.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SENIOR VETERANS…The Raider softball team has five returning senior veterans. Pictured, left to right, are: front row;
Kelly Cianciotta and Nikki Mineo; back row, Danielle Sette, Kristina Kalkstein and Camilla Bach

RAYMOND LED SCORING, BOARDS; SOLOMON ASSTS

Raider Basketballers Nearly
Ran the Table in Sectionals

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Running the table in the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 3 Tournament
came up four minutes shy for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys basketball team when Malcolm
X. Shabazz rumbled on a 15-4 run to
win the title. The Raiders finished 14-
12 with an extremely competitive
schedule.

During the regular season, the Raid-
ers’ biggest turnaround came against
Plainfield on February 5 when they
shook off the humiliation of a 38-20
Cardinal lead at halftime and battled
back to come within five points mid-
way through the final quarter in a 68-
56 loss. The most flawless perfor-
mance came on January 22 when the
Raiders humiliated then 13th-ranked
Shabazz, 73-47. The Raiders took
full advantage with excellent inside
passing and added eight 3-pointers to
go with strong under the board efforts
from seniors Ishmil Raymond and
Marcus Green.

Raymond led the team in rebounds
with 218 and in scoring with 298
points. Raymond was named to the
Union County (UC) Interscholastic
Athletic Conference Top-30 team and
will be playing in the UC Senior All-
Star game.

“He was the backbone of our de-
fense. He allowed our perimeter de-
fenders to pressure the ball, knowing
he would be back there in help de-
fense, taking charges or blocking
charges. He was also the focal point
of our offense where we could post
him up or play in the high post where
he was very effective,” Head Coach
Bennie Martinez said.

Green, who will play football at
Temple University next fall, finished
with 142 rebounds and 126 points.

“He is the type of kid that coaches
dream about coaching. He does every-
thing you ask of him to best of his
ability. He is an All-State linebacker,
who played a lesser role on the basket-
ball team, but he never complained. He
could have had a big ego, but he played
a major role for us rebounding and
doing all of the little things that make a
team successful,” Martinez said.

By nipping Cardinal McCarrick,
62-61, on February 7, the Raiders
drew the last seed for the sectional
tournament and senior forward Kevin
Maroney’s last-second free throws
made the difference.

Maroney, the only returning starter
from last year who will play baseball

at Monmouth University next year,
finished the season with 199 re-
bounds, 25 assists and 251 points.

“He was the most versatile player
in our program. He was a player who
played all five positions; sometimes
in the same game. He was the leader
of our team coming into the year. He
did a very good job of rebounding
and being able to play inside and
outside when asked,” said Martinez.

The Raiders topped Summit in their
first sectional game then toppled top-
seeded Mendham. Senior point guard
Reggie Solomon became the
Minutemen’s biggest nightmare in
the fourth quarter as the Raiders came
from behind to seize a 53-48 victory.
The Raiders reached the finals with a
55-47 win over Fort Lee. Solomon
led the team in assists with 80 and
was second in scoring with 265 points.

“Reggie was the pulse of our team.
He had the tough task of being our
primary ball handler and only return-
ing guard with point guard experi-
ence. He was a three-year varsity
member and was a key component to

our success the past two years. He’s a
kid who gradually got better as this
season went on and truly became one
of the better point guards in Union
County and in our conference by the
end of the year,” Martinez said.

Senior Melvin Hanciles, who fin-
ished with 176 points, “was one of the
better defenders I have seen over the
years. He struggled with consistency
throughout the year but played a large
role in what we wanted to do. He is a
great athlete and has the ability to
play college basketball somewhere,”
Martinez said.

Senior Shenick Alcine pulled 70
rebounds and scored 81 points.

“He was our first forward off the
bench and brought hustle and energy
when checking into the game,” said
Martinez.

Senior Brandon Boyd bucketed 159
points and had 24 assists. Under-
classmen Tim Bonacum and Pat
Dougher scored 82 and 74 points,
respectively, while Doran Nelson sank
35 points and Matthew Manns
grabbed 22 rebounds.

Westfield Crew Competes
In Regatta in Philadelphia

Westfield Crew competed in its first
race for the 2009 season on the
Schuylkill River in Philadelphia on
March 22. The regatta was the second
in the five-race Manny Flick series
held on the Schuylkill for High School
students.

Fifty clubs and High Schools from
NJ, PA, Del. and NY competed in the
daylong event. Westfield rowers com-
pete in sculling events (one oar in
each hand as opposed to sweep row-
ing where each rower handles only
one oar) in either two or four person
boats. The races are 1500 meters and
take approximately 6-8 minutes to
complete.

Girls Novice double crewed by
Olivia Scrofani and Jenna LaRusso
took first in their race against Teaneck
HS. Girls Novice quad of Caroline
Yeager/Charlotte Dreizen/Anne
Knisley/Lauren Binder took second
behind Conestoga HS.

The Boys Novice quad A boat of

Lars Keating/David Vercheck/Ferris
Dwider/Chris Morrissey beat out the
Westfield B boat (Ian Yeager/David
Adsit/Dylan Olson/Mike Paone) for
third behind Malvern HS and Roman
Catholic HC.

Girls JV quad of Liz Driscoll/Livi
Magnanini/Megan Hoerrner/Amanda
Adsit put in a strong performance
against Conestoga HS and Sacred
Heart HS but came up short.

Boys Varsity quad of Chris Yeager/
Quinn Boyes/Ben Cappel/Chris
Morrissey was scratched before the
race due to an illness.

Westfield Crew organized in 2003
is a self-funded not for profit 501c3
Student Rowing Club, which offers
competitive rowing opportunities for
high school age young women and
men. Westfield rowers practice at the
Rutgers University boathouse on the
Raritan River. Information about
Westfield Crew can be found at
www.westfieldcrew.com
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Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $2,795,000

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN 4/5  1- 5PM $874,900

MOUNTAINSIDE CUSTOM HOME $1,299,000

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious
amenities & an enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 19 room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace,
sitting room, his & her walk-in closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms, 6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases
add convenience to luxury. Formal living room with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed with custom inlays in the
hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings. An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include granite tops,
pantry, and a butler‘s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF. MLS # 2588807

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Built in 2005 and set high on a knoll, reminiscent of a grand “Hamptons” beach house this
beautifully crafted custom home offers every amenity. Treetop view windows allow light to
stream through every room. Incredibly spacious with 5,000sf of living space, the comfortably
proportioned rooms flow effortlessly. The center two story foyer joins the LR & FDR. The
5 sided conservatory style study expands the 1st floor formal living area. A gourmet kitchen,
arched windows in the adjoining GR flood the entire space with light & the fireplace
raised hearth balances the feeling of warmth and sky. The gallery style 2nd floor foyer
offers privacy for the 900sf master suite area comprising BR and sitting room with dual
sided fireplace, two walk-in closets and spa quality master bath. The 2nd floor offers 4
additional Bedrooms and 2 Baths including a princess/au pair suite & Jack & Jill BR suite.
Custom molding, sating fin hardwood floors throughout, .5 acre of level yard, 1,500sf
basement & ready to finish open attic. MLS # 2663187

MOUNTAINSIDE COLONIAL $739,000
Beautifully renovated 4/5 Bedroom Colonial. Oversized windows brighten the open floor plan.
First floor features Formal Living Room with fireplace, Dining Room with cathedral ceiling, 22‘
X 21" Family Room with fireplace, sliders to deck, Eat-In-Kitchen with separate breakfast area,
bedroom/office and full bath. The second floor has a master suite with spa quality bath, fireplace
and dressing area, three additional bedrooms, main bath and laundry room. Finished basement
and 3 car garage, 2 zone gas heating and central air conditioning. MLS # 2664631

These Custom designed Needle Point Homes are Certified “GREEN” through the National
Association of Home Builders (NAHB) and Certified Energy Efficient through NJ Energy
Star Program. These homes have 4/5 large Bedrooms, Luxurious Bathrooms, First floor office,
Custom Trim, Stained Oak Floors, Built-Ins and a spacious Family Room with a gas fireplace
that opens to a designer Gourmet Kitchen appointed with Viking Appliances. The convenient
floor plan includes a Mud Room, Master Bedroom Suite with a bright Sitting Room and
amenities to numerous to mention. Experience gracious living in these stunning homes.
Directions: Cooper Road between Martine and Terrill #1684. MLS # 2598846

WESTFIELD COLONIAL $999,900
Builders Energy Star Construction custom home with all the bells and whistles. 4 Bedroom,
3.5 Bath Colonial, Eat-In-Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, Fireplace in Family Room and
Bedroom, Finished Walk-Out Basement and must see custom features. There is a fabulous
outdoor entertaining area with an in-ground pool, low maintenance yard and a 2 car attached
oversized garage. MLS # 2578233

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


