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McCARTHY, BRYK, RUBIN TO LEAD

Lady Devil Laxers Look
To ‘Make a Statement’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This year’s Westfield High School
girls lacrosse team and first-year head
coach Brendan Hickey have sights on
making a statement.

“We’re focusing on improving on
our record and our showings in the
county and state playoffs,” he said.

Last year, the Blue Devil girls lost
in the second round of Union County
Tournament to Kent Place, and lost in
the first round of the state tournament
to Phillipsburg, finishing with a 7-8
record.

The Blue Devils return 10 varsity
players from last year, including se-
nior captain Liz McCarthy, a
midfielder, who scored 34 points in
2008. Junior midfielder Val Hoffman,
who flicked in 29 points, also is ex-
pected to be an offensive threat. An-
other offensive threat will be sopho-
more Katherine Frega, who netted 11

points last year. Senior captain
Chelsea Bryk will occupy the midfield
as will seniors Jill Schott and Kelsey
Lee, and junior Anna Powell. Senior
Julia Conroy and junior Kate Brennan
will be attackers, as will sophomores
Ally Rose and Jenna Sharkey.

But coach Hickey, who was a tough
defenseman for the Blue Devil boys
lacrosse team back before the turn of
the century (late 90’s), believes, “the
strength of our team will be our de-
fense.”

The last line of defense will be
freshman goalkeeper Sarah Chandler.
Other defenders will be senior cap-
tain Hannah Rubin, junior Monica
D’Amico, sophomores Taylor Ander-
son and Emma Partridge, and fresh-
man Caroline Bertoni.

The Blue Devil girls will open their
season against Kent Place tomorrow,
April 3, at 4:30 p.m. at Kehler Sta-
dium.

NIZRI GETS 1ST SINGLES, BELLOW 2ND

Raider Tennis Boys See
Challenging Season

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Since two-time Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) first singles champ,
Ryan Krueger, has graduated, his
position has been up for grabs among
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School tennis boys and several re-
turning athletes have been vying for
that top spot.

Dan Nizri, who played third singles
last year, has earned that top spot.
Last year, Nizri was defeated by
Westfield’s Greg Luppescu, the even-
tual UCT champion, in the semifinals
but bounced back to grab third with a
6-3, 6-1, victory over Dayton’s Jor-
dan Gelband.

Last year, Steve Bello and Eric
Heinz, competing in the UCT at sec-
ond doubles, lost to eventual champi-
ons Evan Eisenberg and James Chu

in the semifinals, then captured third
place by defeating Governor
Livingston’s Dan Chen and Dave
Lander, 7-5, 6-1. This season, Bello
jumped up to second singles.

“Steve Bello basically ran the
table,” Raider Head Coach Gary
Wasserman said. “He will be playing
second singles and Ezra Klemow will
be playing third singles.”

The results of the battle for the first
doubles positions came as a bit of a
surprise to coach Wasserman. “The
biggest shocker was I had my two
doubles teams facing off, and Eric
Leyden and Steve Allen will be play-
ing first doubles, and Eric Heinz (cap-
tain) will be playing (second doubles)
with Evan Shlissel.”

The Raiders will face their very
powerful rivals, Westfield, tomorrow,
April 3, at Tamaques Park in Westfield.
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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

April 2, 1998: Senior Dave Gewirtz
fanned nine Vikings and walked none
en route to a two-hit, 16-0, shutout of
Union Catholic in Scotch Plains. The
Raiders banged out a merry-go-round
of runs in only four innings.

April 1, 1999: Junior Katy Brunetto
hit a triple, a double and a single and
made two outstanding fielding plays
and junior Kristen Leonardis
crunched a two-run triple to lead the
Blue Devils softball team to a 9-7
victory over the Raiders in Westfield.
Blue Devil left fielder Katie Richards
snared a line drive off the bat of Katie
Church to halt a seventh-inning
Raider rally.

April 1, 2000: Several interesting
events combined with eight stolen
bases molded the outcome of the
Blue Devils’, 9-8, victory over the
Raiders on April Fools Day. It was no
joke, however, when senior Brian
Flynn whizzed a solo homer over the
left-center field fence in the first in-
ning. Raider seniors Dave Herrmann
and Tim Pai both had two RBI. The
slickest play of the day happened
with Blue Devil Ryan MacDonald on
first and Mike Duelks on third with
two outs. MacDonald got himself
caught in a rundown. During all the

confusion, Duelks streaked home
before the tag could be made on
MacDonald.

April 4, 2001: Every opportunity
was taken by the Raider softball girls
as they weathered a 17-strikeout per-
formance from Panther freshman
Becky Riccitelli, put together 10 hits
and added nine steals to stop Roselle
Park, 6-3, in Roselle Park. Senior
Megan Miller went-3-for-3, stole
three bases, scored a run and knocked
in a run to lead the Raider offense.

April 2, 2003: The Blue Devil girls’
lacrosse team made its season-open-
ing game very interesting by nipping
St. Elizabeth, 11-10, in double over-
time in Morris Township. Senior first
home Staci Spass flicked in three goals.
Senior attack wing Ashley Kent and
junior defensive wing Kate Albano
each netted two goals and an assist.

April 1, 2005: Opening season
action started abruptly when Cranford
leadoff hitter Jamar Ingram jumped
on the first pitch and drilled it over the
leftfield fence in Scotch Plains on
April Fools Day. It was no joke, how-
ever, when Ingram added three more
infield hits to finish 4-for-4 and scored
three runs to lead the Cougars to an
11-2 victory over the Raiders. Raider
cleanup batter John Maloney went 2-
for-2 with an RBI double and Kevin
Urban ripped an RBI single.

SWEENEY, McQUIOD, CLARK TO LEAD

Raider Track Boys Feel
They Have Strong Team

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mike Alleman was the first name
that came to mind whenever the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys track and field team was men-
tioned last year. Alleman had monu-
mental battles with Morristown fresh-
man phenom Nick Vena in the shot
put event; however, this year’s Raid-
ers appear to have more talent across
the board.

But senior tri-captain Martin
Sweeney is expected to reap plenty of
team points in the distance events
(800, 1,600 and 3,200) as will iron
man Louvan Powell in the jumping

events and hurdles.
“We will be pretty strong this year.

I think we will be stronger than last
year,” said Raider Head Coach Rich
McGriff. “Obviously a guy like
Sweeney will score a lot of points in

the county in the 1,600 and 3,200.
Louvan Powell can long jump and
high jump. He will win the hurdles.”

Senior tri-captain Matt McQuoid
has been doing quite well in the shot
put and Justin Emanuel, “will be a
force for us in the 400 and the jumps,”
coach McGriff said. “And, of course,
McQuoid in the shot put. He’s not
Alleman level but he’s still getting
the shot put out enough.”

David Kreps will add depth in the
shot put and senior tri-captain Adam
Clark will be strong in the sprints and
400 meters. Senior Alex Carow has
been reaching new heights in the pole
vault and Lamar Parks has shown

promise in the hurdles.
Last year, the Raiders were at a

major disadvantage because they had
no home track to practice on and had
to travel to various local schools to
work their events. This season, the
Raiders are breaking in their brand
new track.

“We have a lot of young guys but
we have a track to work with this year.
It will make a big difference with the
times we will have. We have a well-
balanced team,” coach McGriff said.

The Raiders begin their season at
the Kearny Relays on Saturday, April
4, and will have their home opener on
Tuesday, April 14, against Irvington.
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Lady Raider Tracksters Look
To Retain WC Title, Eye UCT
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peted almost exclusively in the 1,600
and 3,200 but last year, Veeck added
the 800 and 400 events to power her
kick.

“She will run anything from 400 up
to 3,200,” coach Koegel said. “I got
her to work on mostly 800’s with
some 400’s like on relays to anchor it.
She started really breaking through at
the end of the season with that.”

Senior Kim Shellus should be
strong in the hurdles and the 400 and
freshman Erin Pierce may also pro-
duce team points in some distance
events.

“She ran 5:30 in the 1,600 this
winter. She made it to the group meet
indoor Those people will be the core
of our team right now,” said coach

Koegel, who added, “We have a lot of
seniors and juniors, who are going to
do our point scoring.”

Last year, the Raiders beat Union
for the conference and in a dual meet,
but the Farmers beat the Raiders in
both county meets.

“As far as the conference goes, the
Union girls are going to be very tough
again. We can beat teams with our
balance in dual meets and it pays off
to have stars when you get to the
bigger championship meets, so the
later in the season we go the more it’s
going to hurt, losing people like
Carlaya and Erin,” coach Koegel said.

The Lady Raiders are scheduled to
compete at the Kearny Relays on
Saturday, April 4.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FACING THE CHALLENGE…The Raider boys tennis team and head coach
Gary Wasserman look forward to a challenging season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO MAKE A STATEMENT…The Blue Devil Lady laxers are focusing
on improving on their record and their showings in the county and state
tournaments.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MORE TEAM BALANCE…Seniors Adam Clark, left, Matt McQuoid, center,
and Martin Sweeney look for the Raiders to have a more balanced team this
season.
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Hye-Young Choi
# 1 Realtor Total Production - 11 Years

CRANFORD . . . New Listing. Charming 9 Rm, 5 BR, 2 ½ BTH brick

Colonial on the river. Park-like property 80x265, one of the most

prestigious locations in Cranford. Foyer opens to large LR w/frplc, FDR,

great u-shaped KIT w/ newer appl & BRK RM. FR has lrg Pella wndws

and slider to patio and sweeping lawn, Bsmt RR w/frplc, 2 car garg., new

roof and boiler, lrg patio.  $829,000

WESTFIELD . . . New Listing. Brick front colonial w/ wonderful open

floor plan on first floor. Entrance foyer opens tp Living Room w/FRPLC,

Formal Dining Room w/ sliders to brick paver patio, newer KIT with

stainless appliances, recessed lighting, greenhouse window and cozy den

off living room. MBR has full bath w/ double vanity, & skylight. Finished

basement, hardwood floors, 1 car attached garage. $649,000

Niki Fry
• Top Lister Month of March
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Niki Fry
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Niki in, and she’ll bring results!


