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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil Baseballers Have
Solid Pitching, New Fielders

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

zone. Aiden Scanlon, we think, has
potential to be very good as a junior
and the same with Robbie Anderson.
They are both strong. They throw
good breaking pitches and their con-
trol is outstanding,” Brewster said.

Seniors Jake Fox, Greg Mucci and
Phil Queller, junior Phil Russo and
sophomore Danny Kerr could get
mound time in relief.

Sophomore A.J. Murray, a right
fielder last year, will be behind the
plate.

“It’s a big step. He’s a 6’1”, 195-lb
sophomore who is strong as an ox. It’s
a tough situation for a sophomore to
catch a kid, who can throw like Chris
Jenkins, but he has done an outstand-
ing job in scrimmages. His handling
of pitches has been very good. He’s
got great feet behind the plate. He’s
got a great arm,” Brewster pointed out.

Senior tri-captain/third baseman
Matt Isabella, “is going to anchor the
infield defense,” said Brewster. Se-
nior tri-captain Mike Clark, who hit
four home runs last year, will lead the
outfield.

“We have kids, who can go get the
ball,” said Brewster and the Mikes’
have it with centerfielder Mike
Forgash, Mike Buontempo, Mike
Clark and Mike Lessner, “not to men-
tion Joe Ondi, who is as quick as any
of them, and James Hughes.”

Senior Robbie Granstrand, who “is

one of the toughest kids at Westfield
High School,” according to Brewster,
will play shortstop and, “he is a gutsy,
gutsy kid.”

Second basemen Max Fusaro (jun-
ior) and Dave Babetski (senior),
“could fill in admirably. They do some
nice things in practice,” Brewster said.

Kerr, at first base, “is just learning
first base. He has been a great player
at every level,” Brewster said.

Interestingly, as opposed to previ-
ous years, this year’s team is com-
prised of many multi-sport athletes.

“It doesn’t matter whether you are
on the foul line, whether you are out
on the gridiron, whether you are on a
wrestling mat, the last two minutes is
the last two minutes. Let’s see how
you can do it and these kids have all
been there. I’ve always liked the mul-
tiple-sport athletes. They are relaxed.
In pressure situations, they are not
going to be a problem,” said Brewster,
who is looking forward to executing
a great bunting game with four or five
good bunters.

“We have a lot of kids, who are
intelligent base stealers. I tell them
all to get picked off once in scrim-
mages to test their limits. I think it
makes a big difference,” he said.

The Blue Devils will get the oppor-
tunity to test their skills when they
open at West Windsor-Plainsboro
North on April 4.

Most Memorable Moment
No. 3: Nov. 25, 1971

(Note: This is the fourth in a six-part
series of the Most Memorable Moments
of WHS sports history that the author
has personally attended.)

How cold was it? It’s probably got-
ten a lot colder with every re-telling of
the story. But with wind-chill factor
(not in existence back then) it must’ve
been about 10 degrees.

It was Thanksgiving Day 1971. The
WHS football team was 32 games into
what would end up a 48-game un-
beaten streak; Plainfield was out to
avenge 45-0 and 49-6 losses the last
two Thanksgiving games.

The weather was as horrific as any
day I can remember. Rain, snow, sleet,
hail, freezing cold … I was even think-
ing that Gary (If it’s on the schedule
we’re playing) Kehler might postpone
the game.

Hahaha …
Even though most games were re-

scheduled, the show at Recreation Field
would go on and the crowd – reported
at 9,000 – would come. If nothing else,
it proves that people back then didn’t
mind being extremely uncomfortable,
as long as they could see their Blue
Devils. I vaguely remember not “thaw-
ing out” until I got to work, around 6
p.m.

This was back before the football
playoffs and state rankings took away

many great rivalries and Thanksgiving
Day games, and Plainfield-Westfield is
one of the state’s oldest, with 104 meet-
ings since 1900, the last 65 on Thanks-
giving Day/weekend.

(Does anybody think 9,000 people
would show up to a Thanksgiving Day’s
game these days, even if it was 60
degrees with sunny skies? Like people
always tell me, things were different
back then.)

After graduating 20 of the 22 start-
ers from the ’70 team – including five
all-staters – the ’71 Blue Devils were
8-0. But trainer John D’Andrea was
kept as busy as Hawkeye and B.J. on
M*A*S*H. Tight end-linebacker
Geoff Crosby was lost for the year due
to a preseason injury, and along the
way fullback Eddie Morton, end-
safety Lou Case, quarterback Alan
Deombeleg, halfbacks Brad Pederson
and Kurt Stiefken, tackle Bob Mansell
and cornerback Bruce (Bruno) Cant
had each missed at least two games.
By the time weeks six and seven ar-
rived (7-0 and 7-6 wins at Nutley and
Montclair), the all-senior backfield of
Deombeleg, Pederson, Morton and
Stiefken was on the sidelines, replaced
by the all-junior backfield of John
Brown, Keith Davis, Dave LiSooey
and Fred Boss.

Given the conditions, this was a game
that would likely be decided by the
kicking game and field position – two
things Kehler stressed every day in
practice.

“The weather was brutal, rain, wind,
sleet, snow and ankle deep mud,” Brown
said last week. “This was the only
game I ever played in that I couldn’t
wait until it ended. All the rest I never
wanted to end. The weather was that
bad!”

WHS got the first break late in the
opening quarter when Cant blocked a
punt and end Tom Pfeiffer caught the
ball in the end zone. WHS had nearly
blocked a punt on the previous play
while Plainfield was called for a pen-
alty. With Kehler and assistant Dick
Zimmer signaling to decline the pen-
alty and take the ball, linebacker John
Kerr accepted the penalty and made
Plainfield punt again.

“I can still see Zimmer screaming at

me and throwing his clipboard on the
ground,” Kerr said last week. “I had
never gone against any of their penalty
decisions before, but I felt sure we
could block it if given another chance.
Luckily for me, Bruce and Tommy
came through and it worked out.”

With a 6-0 halftime lead and the
conditions getting worse, WHS went
more to its short-yardage “7-end over”
offense – with the short-side end (or
guard) in the unbalanced line going to
the strong side, putting five blockers to
the right of center Mark Jackson.
Morton reinjured his ankle in the first
period, so all-state guard Kerr was
moved to his old fullback position and
joined Pederson and LiSooey in an old-
fashioned T-formation “full house”
formation to grind out the yardage, and
the clock.

Plainfield didn’t get a first down
until late in the third period, on a rollout
by quarterback Bruce McCray. With a
15-yard facemask penalty tacked on,
the Cardinals were at the WHS 15. But
on third down Deombeleg nailed Mike
Lattimore for a 5-yard loss. After an
incomplete pass on the first play of the
final period, WHS regained posses-
sion. Three plays later, Case’s punt
snap sailed through Deombeleg’s hands
and into the Grove Street end zone,
where Plainfield’s Bill Brown fell on
the ball for a touchdown, tying the
game at 6; it was only the fourth touch-
down allowed by WHS all year..

Deombeleg’s punts – with up-blocker
Boss now lining up behind him – proved
to be WHS’s best offensive weapon.
Late in the final period, after a 35-yard
Deombeleg punt into the wind,
Plainfield couldn’t move the ball had to
punt. But the snap was low and mis-
handled, and the punter was swarmed
under by Pfeiffer, Cant, Chris Vejnoska,
Flip Light and Mark (Bull) Lemko at
the Cardinal 15. WHS went “7-end
over” but Brown faked the handoff to
Pederson and kept it on a naked bootleg
to the weak side, hoping the defensive
end (future NFLer John Alexander)
would “bite.” It worked and Brown
literally walked (tip-toed?) into the end
zone.

“Neither team could move the ball
running, and passing was out of the

question,” said Brown, and the stats
back that up, as WHS was limited to 73
total yards (Pederson and LiSooey com-
bined for 54 yards on 30 carries and
Brown’s lone completion went for mi-
nus-7 yards). “We had accidentally run
the bootleg in an earlier game as a
result of a mishandled handoff by me,
but it gained good yardage. Another
player, Larry Simmons I think, told me
their defensive end (Alexander) was
crashing and it might work, like in the
earlier game.

“G.K. (Kehler) had no idea it was
coming. I called ‘power 42’ in the
huddle, but I decided not to tell any-
body and just give it a go. Alexander
had tattooed me a few times earlier in
the game, so it was a big relief when he
bit on the fake. All I saw was the muddy
end zone.”

A last-gasp drive by Plainfield ended
with Davis’ interception at the WHS
15. After the final play, Kerr got into a
mini-brawl with several Cardinals.

“Spanky was not afraid of anyone,”
Morton said of his fellow co-captain.

There is another reason, besides the
12-6 win, that I have such warm, fuzzy
memories of “The Ice Bowl.”

At the time I worked for the Plainfield
Courier-News, and Westfield was one
of our biggest circulation towns. But
the paper’s parking lot was enclosed
with barbed-wire fencing because of
the Queen City’s racial problems at the
time, and it was only a matter of months
until the entire operation was moved
out to Route 22 in Bridgewater. We had
a new publisher, John Curley, and he
was already living in Bridgewater, in
anticipation of the move.

So I come in to work on the follow-
ing Tuesday night and the sports edi-
tor George Govlick tells me to write a
15-inch final Top 10 story, with
Westfield and Bridgewater-Raritan
East (also 9-0) as the co-No. 1 teams.
Huh? WHS had been the unanimous
No. 1 for all 17 weeks since the paper
started its rankings the previous fall.
The other writers all said they’d voted
Westfield No. 1 so I asked Govlick
about it, and he said, “Mr. Curley
declared them co-champs.” So I said,
“Well, tell Mr. Curley to write the
story.” Under threat of a pink slip,
Govlick made me write it, but I was
not a happy camper.

With the Newark Evening News out
on strike, the Star-Ledger became the
paper to read for statewide stuff. When
the Ledger came out with a front-page
headline saying, “IT’S OFFICIAL!
WESTFIELD IS NO. 1” I bought 10
papers, clipped out the headline and
Scotch-taped it all over Curley’s office.
On his desk, his chair, his phone, his
typewriter, his clock, the windows. OK,
not exactly Mr. Mature for a 26-year-
old, but he was messing with the Blue
Devils!

The NJSIAA also did rankings back
then, and when they arrived in the mail,
WHS was No. 1, and Bridgewater East
was not in the top 20. So, I made 10
copies of the NJSIAA rankings and
returned to Curley’s office, this time
with a glue pot.

That put Mr. Corporate-Ladder-
Climber over the edge and the next day
I was called into his office. He told me,
“You might have a future in journal-
ism, but it will not be here.” Silence.
“Do you have anything you want to
say?” he asked. “Yeah, I do,” I said.
“First, do you have my final check?”
Then, after he handed it to me and I
headed for the door, I stopped, turned
around and added, “And Westfield is
Number One” while flashing him my
right index finger ... instead of the
finger next to it!

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
The Devil of the Week will return

next Thursday.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday

in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
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Next Thursday

Olympika Gymnastics   Pre-Team Trials

www.olympikagymnastics.com

Girls & Boys Ages 5 to 7

By Invitation Only: Call 908-514-0449

John C. Wiley
Sales Associate

Direct Line: 908-301-2025
Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue
908 233 5555

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

“Best affordable NJ Suburb 2009” -Business Week. Beautiful cape in Scotch Plains on private, wooded
lot. Includes open first floor layout with hardwood floors, newly updated1st and 2nd floor bathrooms
and large finished basement. Lots of storage space. Huge yard. Great public schools. Easy access to
bus and train. This home is truly Scotch Plains’ best value! Directions: E. 2nd st. to Ciclia Place to
last home on left, #541. Asking $339,900.

541 Cicilia Place, Scotch Plains Open Houses:
Thursday evening, April 2nd, 6-8pm and Sunday afternoon, April 5th, 1-4pm.

FRANK D. ISOLDI

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

Broker / Sales Associate

email: isre@aol.com • Direct Dial: 908-301-2038
© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006-2008
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2008

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

Visit my website at: www.frankdisoldi.com

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

610 Fourth Avenue, Westfield $295,000
Don’t miss this great opportunity to own a 2 Bedroom townhome in Westfield convenient to town and NYC transportation.  Featuring
a sunken Living Room; Dining area; Kitchen and finished basement with Recreation Room and Laundry.  1 year warranty included.

507 Dorian Court, Westfield $529,000
Charming 3 Bedroom 1 ½ bath Colonial nicely appointed with hardwood floors and natural moldings.  Featuring a Liv Rm w/fplc;
Formal Dining Room; updated Eat-in Kitchen; Sun Room and basement, walk up attic and 1 car Garage for storage.  Nestled on a quiet
dead end street and convenient to town, schools and NYC transportation.

260 Prospect Street, Westfield Unit 19 $544,900
Stunning & sunny Chelmsford Unit beautifully decorated featuring a Foyer leading to Liv Rm w/fplc; FDR; 2 yr old Dudick EIK; 2 Bdrm’s;
2 full baths; newer wdws & appliances; 1 car Garage + storage in prime elevator building.  Great 1 flr living convenient to town.

300 Roanoke Road, Westfield $850,000
Elegant flat Ranch on just under ½ acre of beautifully landscaped property featuring a Foyer leading to Living Room w/fplc; Formal
Dining Room; EIK; Family Room and Sun Room.  Large Basement and 2 car attached Garage.  Ideal for one floor living or to add a level!
Prime location and many updates.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, April 5th • 1-4PM

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, April 5th • 1-4PM

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, April 5th • 1-4PM


