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FCC Names Sara Birkenthal
As Winner of Hardy Award

Sara Birkenthal

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield recently
named Sara Birkenthal, a senior at
Westfield High School, as this year’s
winner of its Marc Wesley Hardy
Human Rights Award. She
is the daughter of Lisa and
Wayne Birkenthal of
Westfield.

This award is given annu-
ally to a young person who
has distinguished himself or
herself in the area of human
rights.

Sara has actively demon-
strated her passion for hu-
man rights through multiple
academic and extracurricu-
lar channels. Deeply interested in
Middle Eastern affairs, she traveled
to Brigham Young University to take
a college level course in Arabic. She
is passionate about issues concerning
peace and non-violence, and partici-
pates in the National Student Peace
Alliance.

Additionally, Sara serves in the
Model United Nations, run through
the high school, where she holds the
position of vice chairman of the So-
cial, Cultural and Humanitarian
Committee. Other organizations in
which she participates include the
Young Democrats Club, the New

Jersey State Democratic Committee
and the Treasury for the New Jersey
Youth and Government. Sara also
interned at the American Civil Lib-
erties Union to further her knowl-

edge in the social and civil
justice fields.

At Westfield High
School, Sara is a member
of the cross-country and
track teams and the
Westfield High School
Band. A strong student, she
belongs to the National
Honor Society, the French
Honor Society and the New
Jersey Junior Classical
League. She plans to pur-

sue a major in International Relations,
Middle Eastern Studies or Political
Science in college.

Sara received her award, consist-
ing of a check and certificate, during
a service at the First Congregational
Church. The Marc Hardy Human
Rights Award was created in memory
of Marc Hardy, a member of the
church who was a talented and prom-
ising young student when he lost his
life in a car accident in his senior
year at Westfield High School in
1990. The award was established to
recognize his dedication and com-
mitment to human rights.

JAZZING IT UP…Members of the Moonglowers, the jazz ensemble of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, perform a concert at Chelsea Assisted Living in
Fanwood on March 24. They played a selection of big band hits, including
“Tuxedo Junction,” “Sing Sing Sing” and many others during their one-hour
concert in the Chelsea’s independent living section. Vocalist Katie Cockrell also
lent her talents to the program. Led by music teacher Vinnie Turturiello, the band
practices extensively during the entire school year.

Willow Grove Welcomes All
For Holy Week Observances
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow

Grove Presbyterian Church invites
adults and children alike to take part
in its services for Holy Week and
Easter.

The 10 a.m. service on Palm Sun-
day, April 5, will focus on Jesus’
triumphant arrival in Jerusalem
among cheering crowds. It will in-
clude a children’s procession of
palms and special music.

A Maundy Thursday Seder Din-
ner and Last Supper will be held on
April 9 at 6:30 p.m. in Ryno Hall.
Participants will have an opportu-
nity to gain an understanding of the
Passover meal Jesus celebrated with
his disciples and learn about the sym-
bolism of the special foods of the
Seder meal.

The Reverend Cynthia Cochran-
Carney and Elder Jerry Mann will
lead the prayers and music for this
service. The choir will sing two spe-
cial songs, “Passover Lamb” and “In
Remembrance of Me.”

Following the Seder meal, the Sac-
rament of the Lord’s Supper will be
celebrated. A potluck dinner will be
served afterward. Children and fami-
lies may come early at 6 p.m. for
some preparation crafts and activi-
ties.

A Good Friday Tenebrae Taize
Service of Music, Prayer and Dark-
ness will take place on April 10 at
7:30 p.m. in Alexander Hall. This is
a service of darkness, depicting the
events that led to Jesus’ crucifixion.

Taizé worship grew out of an ecu-
menical Christian community in
France whose music is sung in En-
glish and Latin. A Taize service in-
cludes candlelight, prayers, readings,
silence and singing quiet short songs
led by keyboard, flute and other in-

struments. Willow Grove will wel-
come back guest musician Larry
Garges playing the flute.

As the solemn service progresses,
the lighted candles will gradually be
extinguished, and finally the con-
gregation will exit in silence and in
darkness. A special offering will be
taken during the service for the
Deacon’s Fund, to help the church
minister to people in need through-
out the year. Childcare can be pro-
vided if requested in advance.

Easter Sunday will be celebrated
on April 12 at 10 a.m. with jubilant
music and joyful worship. Willow
Grove will welcome guest trumpet
player John Urspruch. The choir will
sing a special anthem.

All children are invited to take
part in a special Easter Egg Hunt and
will receive an Easter Joy bag. A
special offering for One Great Hour
of Sharing will be taken, which pro-
vides funding for disaster response
and refugee assistance and resettle-
ment.

Reverend Cochran-Carney will
preach on “Rolling Away the Stone
and Seeing with Easter Eyes.” At-
tendees are invited to stay for coffee
and refreshments after worship.
Nursery care will be available
throughout the morning.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains. For more
information, call the church office
Monday through Friday at (908) 232-
5678, e-mail
info@willowgrovechurch.org or
visit willowgrovechurch.org. All fa-
cilities are handicap-accessible.
Large-print bulletins and hymnbooks
are available, as are headsets for the
hearing-impaired.

Joseph Buontempo has completed his 28th year in the business and
was recently bestowed the “Chairman’s Club” award for 2008 from
Midland National Life Insurance Company.  He ranked in the top
five Midland National agents in the nation in life production and
persistency.  Congratulations on this achievement!

His services provide the following:

To obtain a free financial analysis and quotes, call Buontempo Insurance at:
(908) 654-9612

1020 South Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090

Congratulations to Joseph Buontempo on his successful career
in the life insurance, health insurance and investment industry.

• Life Insurance
• Health Insurance:  group & individual
• Disability & Long Term Care
• Mutual Funds
• 401k & Pension Plans
• Property & Casualty Insurance
• Business Insurance
• College Savings Plans

Joseph Buontempo

Securities offered through Sammons Securities Company, LLC - Member FINRA/SIPC

“Have you Heard from Your Financial Advisor 
Lately?” 

David Mattos, RFC  and Jerald L. Aloof, RFC have over 40 years’ combined  experience 
helping individual investors manage their assets. 

David Mattos, RFC  of Mattos Capital Management, LLC 
&  

Jerald L. Aloof, RFC of JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC 
ask... 

David Mattos, RFC 
Managing Executive & Managing Director 

Mattos Capital Management, LLC 

Jerald L. Aloof, RFC 
Financial Advisor & Managing Director 

 JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC  

 Securities and investment advisory services offered through Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC and a registered  
investment advisor.  Mattos Capital Management, LLC and JL Aloof Financial Services, LLC are not affiliated with  

Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. or registered as broker-dealers or investment advisors 

Hilton Hotel—Woodbridge 
120 Wood Avenue South—Suite 507 

Iselin, NJ 08830 

At the Meeting, ask us about our FREE, Quarterly, Face-to-Face Reviews! 

Call us at 732-635-0900 to schedule a friendly, complimentary meeting.  

Microban®

Disinfectant
For Mold, Mildew,

Odors, Fleas & Ticks

3M
Scotchguard
Also Available
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WHOLE HOUSE
Up to 6 Cleaning Areas

(Example- Living Room, Dining Room, Hall & 3 Bedrooms)

$159.95
With Coupon. Offers do not include tax.
May not be combined w ith other offers.

Standard 3-Seat
Sofa & Love Seat

$139.95
With Coupon. Offers do not include tax. May not

be combined with other offers.

Call Today
for an Appointment

Greco Carpet Cleaning • 1-800-626-5556 • 1-908-233-2130
Westfield, NJ 07090 • www.GRECOCARPETCLEANING.COM

SPECIAL-2 ROOMS
$89.95

With Coupon. Offers do not include tax. May not
be combined with other offers.

Get Your Carpets 
Cleaned NOW

CARPET  CLEANING  SAVINGSCARPET  CLEANING  SAVINGS
Established

1960

50 Years
of Carpet
Cleaning

AARP Announces Meeting,
Spring and Summer Events
WESTFIELD – Westfield Area

Chapter 4137 of the American Asso-
ciation of Retired Persons (AARP)
will meet on Monday, April 6, at 1
p.m. at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at Plainfield Avenue
and Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.

James LaCosta, Surrogate for the
County of Union, will be the guest
speaker. He will highlight for chap-
ter members the multiple duties of
his office.

Chapter members are asked to
bring a non-perishable food item to
the meeting as a donation to the
Westfield Food Pantry, as well as a
small bingo prize item for patients
at Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County in Berkeley Heights.

Additionally, reservations and
payment will be taken at this meet-
ing for a day trip to the Hunterdon
Hills Playhouse on Friday, May 15,
to see the show Over the River and
Into the Woods. All costs are in-
cluded in the $70 fee. The menu
will feature Yankee pot roast, stuffed
breast of chicken, catch of the day,
baked ham, shrimp and scallops and
a dessert table.

The chapter’s year-end luncheon
will be held on Monday, June 1, at
noon at the Café Vivace Restaurant
on South Avenue in Plainfield, lo-
cated just past Terrill Road. The
cost will be $20 per person and the
menu will be available for review at
Monday’s meeting.

The chapter is offering a trip en-
titled “Branson Musical Getaway,”
given by Collette Tours, from Sep-

tember 17 to 22. For information,
call Dominic Lisanti at (732) 388-
4367.

Rev. David Jahnke

Pastor Jahnke Welcomes All
To Events For Holy Week

FANWOOD – The Reverend
David Jahnke, pastor of the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, invites mem-
bers of the community to
attend services for Holy
Week.

Palm Sunday on April 5
will include worship at 10
a.m. in the sanctuary and
Sunday school at 10:20 a.m.
Morning prayer will be held
Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday that week at
7:30 a.m.

The Maundy Thursday ser-
vice of worship and com-
munion April 9 will begin at 7:30 p.m.
The Good Friday service of worship
will begin at 7 p.m. and will feature
John Stainer’s “Crucifixion” sung by
the Sanctuary Choir under the direction
of Dr. Shelley Zuckerman, the church’s
director of Music and Fine Arts. On
Easter Sunday, April 12, the Celebra-
tion Service of Worship will be held at
10 a.m. in the sanctuary. Sunday school
will take place at 10:20 a.m.

Originally from Mankato, Minn.,
Reverend Jahnke received his master’s
of divinity from Austin Presbyterian

Seminary in Texas while
working as a youth pastor
at a Korean church. Before
entering the seminary, he
had worked as an English
teacher in Korea, where he
met his wife, Hyun-Ae Kim.
They have two young chil-
dren, Seth and Dietrich.

After graduating from
seminary, Reverend Jahnke
was an associate pastor at
the First Presbyterian

Church in Corpus Christi, Tex. He said
that while serving as a senior pastor is
challenging, it is full of rewards as
well. “I hope to garner the enthusiasm
of our youth, the strength of our adults
and the wisdom of our aged to discern
and carry out God’s will for our church
in Fanwood, Scotch Plains and the
surrounding area,” he stated.

Reverend Jahnke plays guitar and
incorporates a variety of musical
styles into church services. “Our area
is blessed with people from all over
the world. We have so many talented
people in our church who are able to
reflect this richness in the music we
sing and play,” he said.

“I plan to focus on building loving
relationships within and beyond the
church, which is what I believe life is
about,” he noted.

The church is located at 74 South
Martine Avenue and LaGrande Av-
enue. For more information or direc-
tions, call (908) 889-8891 or e-mail
fanwoodpress@erols.com.

Terrill Road Baptist
Sets Special Services
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Terrill

Road Baptist Church will hold spe-
cial worship services on Palm Sun-
day and Easter. All are invited.

On April 5, the church will mark
Palm Sunday by presenting the musi-
cal drama “The Fourth Wise Man”
during the 10:45 a.m. worship service.

Directed by Joy Christopher More,
“The Fourth Wise Man” tells the
touching story of a man who arrived
too late to find the infant Jesus in the
manger, but instead finds Him years
later at the cross.

The drama will feature members of
the congregation and the Terrill Road
Baptist Church Adult Choir. Admis-
sion will be free. Pastor William
Page’s sermon that day will be en-
titled “From Triumph to Tears.”

On Easter Sunday, April 12, the
church will celebrate with special
music, and Pastor Page will deliver a
sermon on “Christ, the Victor” during
the 10:45 a.m. service.

Additionally, Good Friday will be
observed with a special service at 7
p.m. on April 10. For more informa-
tion, call the church office at (908)
322-7151. Terrill Road Baptist Church
is located at 1340 Terrill Road in Scotch
Plains.

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!

www.goleader.com

WILLOW GROVE CHURCH

Holy Week Services
Christ’s light & hope are for you.

Palm Sunday: April 5, 10:00 am
Children’s Parade of Palms � Special Music

Maundy Thursday Seder Dinner/Potluck:
April 9, 6:30 pm — for all ages

Learn about Jesus' last supper with disciples
Celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper — 

all are welcome, followed by Potluck dinner

Good Friday Tenebrae Taize Service:
April 10, 6:30 pm

A service of music, prayer, silence and darkness
Focus on Jesus’ life and death

Easter Sunday Celebration: April 12, 10:00 am
Celebrate Jesus' resurrection! � Guest Musicians

Children's Easter Egg Hunt/Joy Bags � Refreshments

1961 Raritan Road � Scotch Plains
www.willowgrovechurch.org

Eric Rockmore, DPM, FACFAS
Overlook Medical Arts Building

33 Overlook Road Suite 201 Summit, NJ 07901
(908) 273-0056

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303


