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Surgical and metabolic treatments, 
plus long-term weight management.

A weight loss solution that can
transform your life.

The Metabolic Medicine & Weight Control Centers at Morristown
Memorial Hospital and Overlook Hospital are the only nationally
recognized centers in the area to offer a coordinated metabolic
and bariatric surgery program. Our team of bariatric specialists
and metabolic physicians helps each patient evaluate both
surgical and non-surgical options. We then create an individualized
treatment plan designed to deliver optimal results. Our
commitment to long-term monitoring and follow-up care means
you’ll get the support you need to reach your goals. If you’re
ready for a permanent solution—or if you’ve had treatment
elsewhere without success—we can help. It’s life-changing
weight loss, that lasts a lifetime.

To schedule an appointment at Morristown Memorial Hospital call 866-579-2569 or 
Overlook Hospital in Summit, call 866-587-7613. For more information or to sign up for a free,
personalized e-newsletter visit atlantichealth.org. Keyword: Bariatrics.
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Open 7 days a week

IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A NEW PHARMACY
PLEASE CONSIDER BARON’S DRUG STORE

• We are always friendly and helpful.

• Our pharmacists are always available to answer your questions.

• SAME PRESCRIPTION CO-PAY AS YOU PAY NOW.

• We are open every day (weekdays 9am-9pm; Sat & Sun 9am-6pm).

• We offer FREE DELIVERY every day Monday thru Saturday.

• FREE PARKING on Sundays.

• We can easily transfer your prescription to our store.

Barons Drug Store

Reservations
Recommended
908 654-4011
431 North Avenue West
Westfield, NJ 07090

www.chezcatherine.com

Closed 
Monday

As of April 5th
we are introducing

Brunch
Sunday
Noon to 3:30pm

Dinner
Sunday
4:00 to 8:00pm

Divorce & Mediation

Estate Planning & Probate

General Practice

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. & Sat. Appointments

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney

N.J. Divorce Mediator

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

CWA Sues Over Corzine’s
Furlough Proposal

The Communications Workers of
America (CWA), which represents
about 42,000 state employees, said it
has filed an application with the State
Appellate Division seeking to block
furloughs proposed by Governor Jon
Corzine. The action follows approval
of the governor’s plan by the Civil
Service Commission.

Ken McNamara, president of Lo-
cal 1037, and Patrick Kavanagh, presi-
dent of Local 1032, were arrested by
state police while protesting at that
meeting. Two more unidentified
people were also arrested.

Mr. Corzine’s plan calls on pub-
lic employees to give up their nego-
tiated pay raise of 3.5 percent and
take one furlough day a month be-
ginning in July to save $500 million
in wage concessions from employee
unions.

Hetty Rosenstein, state director for
the CWA, called the furloughs “his-
toric in its outrageousness.”

Katz Expelled From CWA,
Ordered to Repay $138,000

Carla Katz, former head of the
state’s employees largest union, has
been permanently expelled from the
Communications Workers of America
(CWA) by an internal union tribunal,
which ruled Ms. Katz was guilty of
mismanaging the union. Ms. Katz
was ordered to reimburse the union
$138,000 for funds she spent on per-
sonal and political expenses, which
are in violation of union regulations.
Ms. Katz is Governor Jon Corzine’s
ex-girlfriend.

Corzine Restores Property Tax
Deduction,  Hikes Mill. Tax
Governor Jon Corzine has

amended his $29.8-billion budget
proposal to restore the property tax
deduction for New Jersey house-
holds earning up to $150,000.

 To make up for lower revenue,
the governor has proposed a one-
year increase in the “millionaires
tax” levied on the wealthiest 1 per-
cent of taxpayers.

Judge Rules Abbott Districts

Should be Discontinued
A State Superior Court judge  has

issued an opinion finding that the
state’s Abbott Districts’ program,
should be discontinued, The Record
has reported.

Abbott districts were mandated
through a State Supreme
Court decision, which determined
Abbott funding was needed in order
to fairly distribute
public education aid  among wealthy
and poor districts.

Cory Booker Opts Not to Run

For Lieutenant Governor
Newark Mayor Cory Booker has

opted not to run for Lieutenant Gov-
ernor on a ticket headed by Gover-
nor Jon Corzine, nj.com has re-
ported. Mr. Booker will face re-
election in 2010.

Cranford Twshp. Considers
Cuts to Balance Budget
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Township Committee met for a spe-
cial session on Tuesday night to dis-
cuss cutting approximately $600,000
from the 2009 municipal budget. Af-
ter combing the budget line by line to
reduce spending in many areas, Com-
missioner of Finance Mark Dugan
said approximately half of that figure
has already been cut through various
cost saving measures.

The Cranford Committee is made
up of five commissioners elected at
large. Each member is elected to a
two-year term and the mayor and
deputy mayor are selected from within
the committee. The current commit-
tee is made up of four Republicans
and one Democrat.

If the committee were to leave the
budget as it stood at the end of
Tuesday’s meeting, taxpayers would
see an 8.1-percent tax increase from
the municipality alone. The commit-
tee touched on the discussion of lay-
offs, furloughs, Friday town hall clo-
sures, a one-year salary freeze and
the sale of land in order to help bal-
ance the budget, but made no deci-
sions pending further discussions with
legal and labor counsels.

Mayor David Robinson said that
the committee is going to “have to
make the hard decisions this year.”

The committee recently solicited
suggestions on ways to help save
money from employees and residents,
and according to Mr. Dugan, officials
have received a large response, in-
cluding feedback from all department
heads. The committee will review all
of the suggestions before the next
budget meeting, scheduled for Mon-
day, April 6, at 7 p.m.

Committee members discussed the
option of delaying the township’s con-
tribution to the public employee pen-
sion system currently being offered to
all municipalities. The deferment cur-
rently is being allowed for this year
only, and would require the township
to pay back the funds over 10 years
with an interest rate of 8.5 percent.
The four Republican commissioners,
including Mayor Robinson, spoke
against this idea, with only Democrat
Daniel Aschenbach speaking in favor
of it. Mr. Dugan said that while he is
against deferring the pension payment,
the township “may get to a point where
we have to” utilize that option.

Deputy Mayor Mark Smith said
that he is completely against the idea,
noting that the township is still pay-
ing off deferred pension payments
from when Governor Christine Todd
Whitman allowed municipalities to
defer in the late 1990s.

Mr. Aschenbach stated that the de-
ferment could save the township a
substantial amount of money this year
and would help offset the township’s
increased Rahway Valley Sewerage

Authority (RVSA) increase.
Cranford, like the RVSA’s other mem-
ber towns, is being billed for the
multi-million-dollar improvements
made to the Rahway facility.

The committee discussed increas-
ing sewerage fees charged to large
commercial users, who are already
billed extra, with Township Engineer
Richard Marsden, Jr. Committee mem-
bers also discussed the possibility of
establishing a sewer utility, as exists in
neighboring Clark, which would re-
move the sewer bill from the property
tax bill and allow the township to bill
individuals based on usage.

Also mentioned at the meeting was
the possibility of either selling or
leasing the Cranford Crossings park-
ing deck and the possibility of selling
other township property. The deck,
which is not currently being used to
capacity, is operating at a loss. Town-
ship Administrator Marlena Schmid
reminded the commissioners that the
township has an easement with NJ
Transit for property the building sits
on, which may come into play if there
were to be a sale.

Mr. Dugan stated his belief that any
money that could be gained from the
sale of land should go to replenishing
the surplus that currently stands at
approximately $1 million.

Mayor Robinson said that, “any
tax increase is unacceptable” and sug-
gested that, while it would not realize
a significant amount of savings, the
commissioners cut their own salaries
as a show of good faith to the resi-
dents and employees. Committee
members earn $2,000 each with the
mayor paid a little more.

 “It’s a very difficult climate, and
no one wants to see anyone lose their
homes,” he told the committee.

Scotch Plains SID Retains
DWC Exec. as Consultant

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The board of
directors of the Scotch Plains Special
Improvement District (SID) agreed last
week to retain Sherry Cronin, execu-
tive director of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, as a consult-
ant. Mrs. Cronin will be paid $100 per
hour by the SID to “guide us in hiring
a manager and getting projects up and
running,” according to board chair-
man Jim Watson. Mrs. Cronin has been
serving as an informal consultant to
the group during the past several
months since its inception.

At its fifth meeting of the year
last Wednesday, the board agreed
that the SID will now be referred to
as the Scotch Plains Management
Corporation, which will be the en-
tity that will manage the downtown
business district and other neigh-
borhoods included within the SID
boundaries.

Mr. Watson said the word “down-
town” was purposely left out of the
name so that all areas of the district —
not only those businesses located in
the immediate downtown but also those
situated along Route 22 and on Terrill
Road — would feel included. The
group’s design committee has devel-
oped a logo for the management cor-
poration, and it is expected that ban-
ners will be put up by the end of this
month to formally announce and in-
troduce the organization.

In other business, the board ac-
cepted the resignation of board mem-
ber Alex DiPace and also approved a
change in the group’s by-laws to re-
flect the change in its non-profit sta-
tus from a 501(c)(3) to a 501(c)(4)
entity, as was agreed to last month.

The organization committee will
soon start collecting information on
businesses and properties in the im-
provement district for inclusion in a
database. Representatives will be vis-
iting businesses and contacting prop-
erty owners to gather relevant infor-
mation for the data base.

The management corporation can
be contacted at P.O. Box 772, Scotch
Plains, NJ 07076 or via e-mail at
scotchplainsdmc@yahoo.com.

Lance to Speak
In Mountainside

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Republican Club will
be holding its monthly meeting at
the Mountainside Borough Hall at
7:30 a.m. on Tuesday, April 14. The
featured speaker will be Seventh
District Rep. Leonard Lance, who
will discuss the national economy,
his work on the House Financial
Services Committee and tax relief.
Mr. Lance will also briefly answer
questions about issues before the
Congress. Borough Hall is located at
1385 Route 22, East. The event is
free and open to the public.


