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Freeholder Chester Holmes
Announces Retirement

RAHWAY — Citing increased de-
mands on his private security busi-
ness, Holmes Security and Investiga-
tions Inc., Freeholder Chester Holmes
of Rahway has announced he would
not seek re-election to a fifth term on
the Union County
Board of Chosen
Freeholders.

Mr. Holmes, who
will have served more
than 49 years in the
public sector as a
former police officer,
former Rahway coun-
cilman and former
council chairman,
said he plans to leave
the board at the end of
his fourth term on De-
cember 31.

“I may be leaving
elected office, but I
will continue to serve
my community in any way I can,” Mr.
Holmes said. “I have been fortunate
to meet so many wonderful people in
public life over the years. It has been
a pleasure serving all our residents
throughout this time.”

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
and Freeholder Deborah Scanlon,
who were both first elected with Mr.
Holmes in 1997, said he would be
missed.

“Chester is one of the most decent,

down-to-earth, approachable indi-
viduals we have ever met. He was a
calm, soothing presence on the board
and someone who also provided great
leadership in many different areas,
especially, public safety and home-

land security. We wish
him well, and he will
be missed by all his
colleagues and the
public,” they said in a
joint statement.

Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, who has
known Mr. Holmes
since both men served
on municipal police
departments more
than 40 years ago, said
Mr. Holmes “contin-
ued the legacy of be-
ing a fine police of-
ficer who was dedi-
cated to public service

into his role as freeholder.”
In 2006, Mr. Holmes was honored

by the New Jersey Association of
Counties with the President’s award
for his leadership, devotion to com-
munity service and volunteerism. A
Baptist, Mr. Holmes attends services
at Friendship Baptist Church in
Rahway.

Mr. Holmes served as a chairman
on the board’s homeland security
committee, which has applied for
and received millions of dollars in
federal funds, which were used to
purchase security equipment, ve-
hicles and special training for mu-
nicipal and county first responders,
and law-enforcement personnel.

New Norris Chevrolet

Due to an unforeseen situation, New Norris Chevrolet of

Westfield will be closing its doors for good as of

February 26, 2009. New Norris Chevrolet has been in the

town of Westfield for over 80 years, and has been owned

and operated by the late Mitch Friedman and currently

his son Larry Friedman. The Friedman family has owned

New Norris since 1981. Current owner Larry Friedman

would like to thank his loyal customers for all the years

of business. We really felt like a family, it’s a sad day.

After much consideration New Norris Chevrolet is turn-

ing all of their customers to Multi Chevrolet of Union. We

feel very comfortable with them. Like us, Multi is a fam-

ily oriented business. Multi Chevrolet will honor all facto-

ry warranties, extended warranties and all maintenance

needs as well as any free maintenance plans promised

by New Norris Chevrolet. Once again, I appreciate all of

our loyal and faithful customers. Any questions or prob-

lems, I, Larry Friedman can be reached

at  NORCHEV@AOL.COM.

CALL, E-MAIL OR STOP BY!THE HIGHWAY DEALER WITH A DIFFERENCE! AWARD OF EXCELLENCE WINNER!
Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except tax, title & MV fees. Prices include all available rebates, see dealer for details.**Buy for payments on Cobalt & Impala are based on a 72 mon. term. *Lease to buy rebate
available only to those customers who have a lease which ends 9/30/09 or sooner. See dealer for details. Pictures are for illustration purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Offers/rebates cannot be combined.
Offers expire 4/4/09.

Multichevrolet.comSee Some Of Our 
Quality Vehicles On-Line!

100% GUARANTEED
AUTO LOAN APPROVAL!

†

†Down payment will vary, see dealer for details.

2675 ROUTE 22 WEST • UNION, NJ

www.multichevrolet.com

866-371-3384
SERVING YOU SINCE 1968!

SHOWROOM HOURS:
MON-FRI: 9AM-9PM; SAT: 9AM-6PM

SERVICE HOURS: 
MON-FRI: 7:30AM-5PM; SAT: 9AM-4PM

Stk #H9530, VIN #91223813, V6, auto, p/s/b,  MSRP $24,765. Includes $1750 Customer Cash, $1500 Bonus Cash, &
$3000* lease to buy rebate, if qual. $1995 down pymt, Ttl pymts: $20,088.00 (1.9% APR).

NEW 2009 CHEVY

IMPALALS

Stk #H9462, VIN #97214047, 4 cyl., 5 spd., manual, p/s/b, MSRP $16,585. Includes $1500 Customer Cash, $1000
Bonus Cash, & $1000* lease to buy rebate, if qual. $1995 down pymt, Ttl pymts: $13,608.00 (1.9% APR).

NEW 2009 CHEVY

COBALT LS 
COUPE

ATTENTION
NEW NORRIS CHEVROLET CUSTOMERS

CALL TO GET APPROVAL TODAY!

NO HASSLE
FINANCE HOTLINE

WE CAN GET YOU
APPROVED!

OVER 
40YEARS 
IN BUSINESS!

LARGE
SELECTION!
HIGH TRADE 
IN VALUES!

• FACTORY
WARRANTIES

• EXTENDED 
WARRANTIES

• ALLMAINTENANCE 
NEEDS!

HONORING
ALL OF

NORRIS 
CHEVROLET’S

NOT A
LEASE!!

YOU 
OWN IT!

NOT A
LEASE!!

YOU 
OWN IT!$279Buy for per mo.** 

$189Buy for per mo.** 

Roselle Golf Club, Your New Home for 2009
Union County Golfers. Has the closing of Oak Ridge left you feeling “sub par?”

Roselle G.C. is OPEN for our 92nd year!
Membership opportunities starting at only $1,800.

No greens fees, no mandatory carts, and no 5 hour rounds!

Just a friendly, private golf club experience.

www.rosellegolfclub.com

The Board of Roselle Golf Club and its members look forward to hearing from golfers
interested in joining our club.

We can be contacted at: (908) 245-7175

Joe Zanko, Membership Chairman (908) 403-0964

Email: RGC.golf@verizon.net

Roselle Golf Club is located at 417 Raritan Rd, Roselle, NJ 07203

For more information, see our website www.rosellegolfclub.com

417 Raritan Rd, Roselle, NJ 07203 - (908)  245-7175

Union County Golfers:

Has the closing of Oak Ridge left you feeling
“sub par?”

Roselle G.C. is OPEN for our 92nd year!

Membership opportunities start at only $1,800.
No greens fees, no mandatory carts, and no 5
hour rounds!

Just a friendly, private golf club experience.

Roselle Golf Club, Your New Home for 2009

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

STAHL FARELLA
Attorneys At Law

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CAMPAIGN KICKOFF... Westfield Republicans gathered Monday night at the
Ward Mansion in Westfield for a fundraiser for Fourth Ward Town Council
candidate Keith Loughlin.

DWC Discusses Closed-Circuit
TV to Curtail Teen Gatherings

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Board of the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) met Monday night and dis-
cussed the possible use of a closed-
circuit television system to reduce teen-
age-hangout issues behind Starbucks on
Central Avenue.

A new proposal received from Pro-
active Technical Solutions of
Manalapan would monitor munici-
pal parking lot 5 from several loca-
tions. Advances in camera and re-
cording technology should make iden-
tification of miscreants possible, of-
ficials said.

The plan includes monitors to be
installed in the Westfield Police Station
along with digital recorders. Town
Councilman Frank Arena said he
wanted to get feedback from the police
prior to the DWC moving forward.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
added that the problem was mostly
on town property and said that if the
monitors were approved, they would
likely be installed by the town.

William Brennan, a former mu-
nicipal judge, said the behavior is
“generally not criminal; it’s annoy-
ing activity.”

Property owner Tim Harrington
said if something serious were to oc-
cur, the town would be sued.

Mr. Gildea said having teenagers
hanging out was a “good problem”
and shows the downtown is a “victim
of its own success.”

Preparation for warm-weather pro-
motions is actively underway. The
Westfield in Bloom Program is mov-
ing forward, targeting a July date.
The DWC is reaching out to organi-
zations throughout town to assist in
this effort. Among the activities will
likely be either arranging planters or
hanging baskets around downtown.

The Sweet Sounds Downtown
Jazz festival will continue on Tues-
day evenings in July, August and
the first week of September. The
Downtown Westfield 5K is sched-
uled for July 22, with the new motto
“Run Like Lightning,” paying hom-
age to last year’s event, which was
cancelled.

A new Food and Wine Festival is
slated for September 12, and a car
show is scheduled for early Octo-
ber, possibly focusing on exotic
cars.

The retail occupancy rate remains
at 94 percent of available space, ac-
cording to DWC Executive Director
Sherry Cronin. The closure of the
Drug Fair chain will not impact this
number as Walgreen’s has committed
to take over Drug Fair’s North Av-
enue store, she said. The statistic will
bump up when The Leader Store

closes, but its planned March 28 clo-
sure has been delayed as it try to sell
off its inventory.

Joseph Pink and Company, a
plumber, has moved into a Westfield
Avenue location near the circle, Mrs.
Cronin said.

A sign grant was approved for
Westfield Kitchen and Bath on South
Avenue near Subway. Two additional
grants were conditionally approved
for the Westfield Laser and Skin Care
Center, located upstairs from
Coldwell Banker at the corner of
Central and North Avenues, and B.
Kubick Opticians and Hearing Aid
Center, located on Central Avenue,
next to Tinga.

The South Avenue Streetscape
project is almost ready to be put out
for bids. Mr. Gildea mentioned that
the town is experiencing problems at
the traffic circle with bricks being
pulled out of the interior of the circle.

Mr. Gildea said it is believed that
the problem was caused by trucks
driving over the bricks, which are set
in sand. DWC Chairman Dominick
Verdic suggested the town rework the
area, sitting the bricks in mortar on a
concrete base.

Lance to Host Arts
Competition for Dist.
WASHINGTON – Rep. Leonard

Lance (LD-7, Union) will host a Con-
gressional art contest for high school
students within the Seventh Congres-
sional District, which includes towns
in Hunterdon, Middlesex, Somerset
and Union counties.

Mr. Lance said the winning art-
work will hang in a corridor in the
United States Capitol Building for
one year along with art from similar
art contests held in Congressional
districts across the country.

The national Congressional Arts
Competition began in 1982 to pro-
vide an opportunity for members of
Congress to encourage and recog-
nize the artistic talents of their young
constituents. Since that time, more
than 650,000 high school students
have been involved in the competi-
tion.

The contest is free and open to all
high school students, grades 9 through
12, who reside in the district, which
includes Cranford, Fanwood,
Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch
Plains and Westfield. All artwork must
be original in concept, design and
execution.

All entries must be submitted to
Mr. Lance’s Flemington or Westfield
district offices no later than May 8.
Students who would like to partici-
pate should contact Brad Myhre at
(908) 788-6900.

Chester Holmes

Write whatever you want.
We'll be publish it.

goleader.com/express

Bramnick to Speak Before
Law-Enforcement Groups

WESTFIELD — Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield), the
ranking Republican on the Assembly
Law and Public Safety Committee,
has been invited to speak before three
law-enforcement groups in April.

Mr. Bramnick will use the opportu-
nity to discuss the State Legislature’s
drive to eliminate gang violence and
protect children from Internet preda-
tors. The assemblyman said he also
wants to praise former U.S. Attorney
Chris Christie and State Attorney
General Anne Millgram for rooting
out political corruption.

Mr. Bramnick will speak before
the Kenilworth PBA at its annual
dinner at the local VFW Hall tonight,
April 2. He is also scheduled as the
keynote speaker at a dinner orga-
nized by the Union County Confer-
ence of PBA Delegates this Friday,
April 3, at the Berkeley Plaza in Ber-
keley Heights. The 200 Club of Union
County is being honored by the del-

egates that night.
The John H. Stamler Auxiliary Po-

lice Academy in Scotch Plains has
invited Mr. Bramnick to be the key-
note speaker at its graduation ceremony
on Thursday, April 30. The assembly-
man said he was honored by the law-
enforcement community’s invitations.

Many of the bills sponsored by Mr.
Bramnick are aimed at crime-fight-
ing and helping to better equip law
enforcement..

Some of the latest bills sponsored by
Mr. Bramnick include legislation to
protect seniors from securities fraud,
crackdowns on gang-initiation rituals,
establishing a 24-hour hotline for infor-
mation about human trafficking and
expansion of the powers of municipal
police and the U.S. Park Police.

“Criminal activity in our state con-
tinues to increase and evolve, and we
need to take steps to protect our citi-
zens and stay ahead of the curve,” Mr.
Bramnick said.


