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POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Tuesday, March 24, Jennifer Nowak-
Khan, 46, of Westfield was arrested on
the 600 block of Downer Street on an
outstanding Westfield traffic warrant in
the amount of $77. She was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, where
she was processed and released after
posting bail.

Tuesday, March 24, Yolands Alston,
42, of Plainfield was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop in the area of West
South and Summit Avenue on two out-
standing traffic warrants. The warrants,
one from Plainfield and the other from
Belle Mead, carried a total bail of $750.

Alston had been stopped for having a
brake light out of service on her vehicle.
A further investigation revealed that she
was operating the vehicle without a valid
driver’s license and also the existence of
the warrants. Alston was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released after posting bail. She was
issued traffic summonses for mainte-
nance of lamps and being an unlicensed
driver.

Tuesday, March 24, Frederick Tho-
mas, 3rd, 21, of Roselle was arrested in
the area of Central Avenue and Quimby
Street on an outstanding Jersey City
traffic warrant with $100 bail. Thomas
was the front seat passenger in a motor
vehicle that was stopped by a police
officer because he was not wearing his
seatbelt. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Wednesday, March 25, Kyle Harvin,
32, of Westfield was arrested on two
Jersey City warrants, including a crimi-
nal warrant for $2,500 and a traffic war-
rant for $250. The warrants were re-
vealed during Harvin’s appearance in
Westfield Municipal Court on another
matter. Brought to Westfield police head-
quarters, he was unable to post bail and
was turned over to Jersey City police.

Wednesday, March 25, Tiffany Blunt,
30, of Kenilworth was arrested on an
outstanding Mountainside traffic war-
rant for $165. She was stopped in the
area of West South Avenue and Tuttle
Parkway after a random license plate
inquiry revealed the active warrant. She
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released after
posting bail.

Thursday, March 26, Stephen
Bisogne, 20, of Edison was arrested on
an outstanding New Brunswick traffic
warrant for $1,500. Bisogne was in
Westfield Municipal Court for an unre-
lated matter when the warrant was dis-
covered. He was brought to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and held
in lieu of bail or pickup by New
Brunswick police.

Thursday, March 26, a residence on
the 1000 block of Minisink Way was
burglarized during the early evening
hours. According to police, the person
or individuals responsible shouldered in
the front door and exited through the
rear of the home. The total number of
items taken or the value involved was
unknown at press time.

Thursday, March 26, a residence on
the 1100 block of Minisink Way was the
target of an apparent burglary attempt.
Someone apparently tried to force open
the front door by unknown means, re-
sulting in a crack to the door. Entry was
not gained. The incident was reported to
police shortly before midnight.

Friday, March 27, Juan F. Murciadiaz,
27, of Elizabeth was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue
near Cumberland Street on two out-
standing Newark traffic warrants total-
ing $318. He was released after posting
bail.

Friday, March 27, a resident of the
1100 block of East Broad Street re-
ported a burglary to his home. The indi-
vidual or persons responsible gained
entry by kicking a side door. Two bed-
rooms were ransacked and a safe con-
taining coins, jewelry and personal ef-
fects was removed from the home. The
incident was reported to police at 2:26
p.m.

Saturday, March 28, Trevor S.
Thomson, 42, of Rahway was arrested
at South and Central Avenues on a no-
bail warrant issued by the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Essex County. Thomson
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and held pending
release to the Essex County Sheriff’s
Office.

Saturday, March 28, Juanita K.
Peebles, 25, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated as the result of a motor vehicle
accident at South Avenue and Crossway
Place in which one passenger in Peebles’
vehicle was injured. The Westfield Res-
cue Squad responded to the scene. No
further information was available on the
passenger’s injuries. Peebles was re-
leased to a responsible individual.

Saturday, March 28, James Breslin,
23, of Staten Island, N.Y. was arrested
after turning himself in at Westfield po-
lice headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. He was re-
leased after posting $130 bail.

Saturday, March 28, Alterrick Lucas,
25, of Orange was arrested on an active
Irvington criminal warrant for $750 af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on the 600 block
of West South Avenue. Lucas was com-
mitted on default of bail to the Union
County jail.

Saturday, March 28, Robert Carter,
56, of Westfield was arrested at Central
Avenue and Cacciola Place on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant for
$500. He was committed on default of
bail to the Union County jail.

Sunday, March 29, Robert Rogers,
32, of Staten Island, N.Y. was arrested
on two Elizabeth traffic warrants total-
ing $1,160 and one Asbury Park crimi-

nal warrant for $535. The arrest oc-
curred after Rogers was stopped for
alleged careless driving on South Av-
enue near Windsor Avenue. He was com-
mitted on default of bail to the Union
County jail.

Sunday, March 29, Veronica
Damacela-Nunez, 27, of Plainfield was
arrested on an outstanding Watchung
traffic warrant after a motor vehicle stop
in the area of North Avenue and Pros-
pect Street. She was processed and turned
over to the Watchung Police Depart-
ment on default of $500 bail.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, March 24, Douglas

Hardgrove, 48, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. He was processed
and released.

Tuesday, March 24, a resident of Kevin
Road reported that someone damaged
her motor vehicle, causing approxi-
mately $175 worth of damage.

Tuesday, March 24, a resident of
Westfield Road reported that someone
damaged his motor vehicle, causing ap-
proximately $100 worth of damage.

Thursday, March 26, Abdel Batts, 30,
of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was processed and released.

Friday, March 27, Christina Morell,
21, of Avenel was arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana after a
motor vehicle stop. She was transported
to police headquarters, where she was
processed and released.

Saturday, March 28, Larry Lowe, 41,
of Fanwood was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was processed and released.

Saturday, March 28, a resident of
Henry Street reported that someone re-
moved signs valued at $60 from his front
lawn.

Saturday, March 28, a business owner
on Plainfield Avenue reported that he
did work for an individual who paid him
with checks written on a closed account.

Mountainside
Tuesday, March 24, a resident of

Hickory Lane reported that someone
caused damage to the windshield and
hood of her motor vehicle, while it was
parked in the street, with a log that was
found at the scene. According to police,
the damage is estimated at $1,200.

Tuesday, March 24, Ahmedawny
Soliman, 23, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested for allegedly driving with a sus-
pended license after a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22.

Wednesday, March 25, the manager
of a Route 22 restaurant reported that a
patron of the restaurant left a cell phone
behind after dining at the establishment.
According to police, the manager phoned
the owner to report that he was in pos-
session of the cell phone and then put it
in his pocket. The manager accidentally
left the establishment with the phone in
his pocket prior to the owner arriving to
retrieve it, police said.

The individual waiting for the man-
ager to return became angry and was
witnessed by another patron throwing
the paging devices, used by the restau-
rant to notify waiting customers that
their table is ready, into an indoor foun-
tain in the lobby. The vandalism was
reported to management after the cell
phone had been returned, authorities
said. The incident was recorded on a
surveillance video and the tape was
turned over to police.

Thursday, March 26, police responded
to an alarm activation at a residence on
Long Meadow and found the front door
had been forced open. According to
police, it was determined that a jewelry
box along with other miscellaneous jew-
elry had been removed from the master
bedroom.

Thursday, March 26, Raymond J.
Farruggia, 45, of Union was arrested for
allegedly driving with a suspended license
after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22.

Friday, March 27, Alvaro A. Minaya-
Loez, 23, of Scotch Plains was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of Union
Township in the amount of $90 after a
motor vehicle stop. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Saturday, March 28, Enn Muru, 21, of
Colonia was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI), pos-
session of marijuana and driving with-
out a license after officers witnessed
him allegedly traveling in excess of 95
mph on Route 22. Authorities also dis-
covered an outstanding warrant for him
out of Berkeley Heights in the amount of
$1,200, police said.

Sunday, March 29, Edgardo E. Arias,
29, of Union was arrested for suspicion
of driving under the influence (DUI)
after being involved in a two-car motor
vehicle accident on Route 22. Accord-
ing to police, Arias was transported to
Overlook Hospital in Summit for inju-
ries sustained in the accident at which
time blood samples were taken to deter-
mine his blood alcohol level. Results of
the blood test are pending, authorities
reported.

Fanwood
Tuesday, March 24, a resident of

Fanwood reported that someone made
unauthorized purchases on her bank debit
card in the amount of $500. The fraud
department at the North Avenue bank is
investigating.

Tuesday, March 24, a South Avenue
gas station attendant reported that a pa-
tron ordered $8 worth of gas and fled
after only paying $5. The attendant was
able to get the license plate number of
the vehicle and the incident is under
investigation.

Wednesday, March 25, William
Holloway, 42, of Edison was arrested on
an outstanding Scotch Plains warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Burns Way.
He was processed and turned over to the
Scotch Plains Police Department.

Thursday, March 26, Francis Curran,
63, of Bridgewater was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
after a motor vehicle stop for speeding.
He was processed and released.

Thursday, March 26, Richard Charles,
43, of Elizabeth was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue for
allegedly driving with a suspended li-
cense and on an outstanding Essex
County no-bail warrant. He was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Essex
County Sheriff’s Department.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EASTER EGG HUNT...From toddlers to 3rd graders, baskets of candy and gift
cards, and the guest of honor, the Easter Bunny, were all at the Garwood Little
League Field Saturday to hunt for the Easter Eggs. Smiles were everywhere
except for a few who were a little scared of the Easter Bunny.

passionate health care advocates.”
“As a trauma surgeon and profes-

sor of surgery, Assemblyman Munoz
was tirelessly devoted not only to
public service and his constituents,
but to caring for those in need at their
most desperate moments,” Mr. Rob-
erts said.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th,
Union), a former state legislator who
was elected to Congress in Novem-
ber, said he served with Mr. Munoz in
Legislature “for almost a decade.”

“While Eric will be deeply missed,
he made a profound and extremely
positive difference in the lives of the
people of New Jersey,” Mr. Lance
said.

Republican Gubernatorial candi-
date Chris Christie said Mr. Munoz
“served our state with passion, honor,
and a commitment to improving the
lives of his fellow New Jerseyans.”

The Summit Republican Commit-
tee released an e-mail that said it was
with “great sadness” that they an-
nounced the “sudden and unexpected
passing” of the assemblyman.

The other doctor in the Legislature,
Assemblyman Herb Conaway (LD-
7th, Delran) called Mr. Munoz, “a
friend who was devoted, not just to

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Assemblyman Eric Munoz

labeled Mr. Marks as a Pro Life con-
servative who was out of touch with
constituents in the district.

The filing deadline is Monday, June
6, for candidates for the June 2 Pri-
mary Election for seats in the Assem-
bly, as well as the Governor’s office
and county municipal races.
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Marks

2010 school budget to save positions.
She said there are about 12 to 15 non-
union employees. Given that
Westfield has applied for a waiver,
according to Ms. Hayes, to go above
the 4 percent state-mandated cap that
states a school district cannot increase
its tax levy over 4 percent, she said,
“We did not. We are under the 4
percent cap.”

The SP-F district is currently in
union negotiations and, therefore, is
not in a position to comment on
givebacks or salaries of non-union
employees, she said.

As part of the 18 staffing cuts the
SP-F district announced, three ad-
ministrators were targeted in the
areas of supervision and the central
office, Ms. Hayes told the newspa-
per on Monday. She said principal
or assistant principal jobs would

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Teachers Union Givebacks

Trust Fund has the money and to-
gether we can make this dream come
true of a first-class community recre-
ational facility and beautiful
greenway.”

Many of the estimated 300 people
in attendance at last Wednesday’s
Borough Hall meeting were skeptical
about the project. They questioned
why the property had to be deeded
over to the county and about a pos-
sible increase in users at the complex
and its impact on surrounding resi-
dential neighborhoods.

“I am opposed to gifting open parks
over to the county. I believe it is a
huge mistake for many reasons,”
Laine Mauer said. “Once you give up
ownership of land you can never get
it back. It’s gone forever.”

Bill Hart asked the board about the
amount of money raised by the county
through the open space tax and how
much of that would come from the
borough. Union County Finance Di-
rector Larry Caroselli said $11.2 mil-
lion would be raised this year with
$200,000 of that to be collected from
New Providence residents. Mr. Hart
also inquired as to whether the bor-
ough could obtain county funds with-
out deeding over municipal land.

County Manager George Devanney
said the borough has received funds
from the Field of Dreams program,
“but those amounts are relatively
small” and require matching funds
by towns.

“When it comes to a project of this
size…the county has to be deeded the
property. It’s the only way we spend
that kind of money,” Mr. Devanney
said. “We have no grant program that
provides three-plus million dollars to
a municipality.”

Brian Flanagan of New Providence,
who used to live near the park, said he
is “concerned about this.”

“I think the problem is that the
public hasn’t had a voice on this
project,” he said. “It (the project) is of
a scope and an intensity that may not
be appropriate for this site. This is
really in the heart of a residential
neighborhood.”

Resident Andrew Geller, a sup-
porter of the project, called the pro-
posal “a beautiful, well-thought out
plan.” He said the fields are “barely
playable” now.

“Every year the fields turn to gar-
bage by the middle of the year,” Mr.
Geller said. “Every time there is a
proposal to do something the people
who live in the affected area turn out
in droves.”

“To me this is a Godsend opportu-
nity to solve an increasing serious
problem,” Mr. Geller said. “I am sure
that nothing better is going to come
along for a long, long time if New
Providence blows this opportunity.”

In other business, the board intro-
duced an ordinance setting parks fees
for 2009. Mr. Devanney said the fees
include a reduction in charges for the
cost of golf cart rentals for seniors, as
well as for reduced golf rates for
youths in an effort to provide addi-
tional benefits to these two age brack-
ets.

Summit Councilman Thomas
Getzendanner spoke against a resolu-
tion passed by the board to defer $9.4
million in county pension obligations.
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Freeholders Project

Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOME SAFE...Lieutenant Jake Kramer, a Westfield High School graduate,
returned from Iraq Tuesday. Joined by his father’s significant other, Kim Kay,
above, Lt. Kramer was welcomed home to a street lined with neighbors, relatives
and friends; who, along with police and fire personnel, cheered on the returning
patriot.

He said the city council passed a
resolution asking the county to pay
its pension invoice in full “rather than
use Governor Corzine’s deferral gim-
mick to avoid making job cuts.”

He said Summit would not be de-
ferring its pension payment “because
it just delays the inevitable.”

Kathy Torpey of Clark asked the
freeholders to locate an archery facil-
ity at the former skeet and trap shoot-
ing range at Lenape Park in
Kenilworth rather than the now closed
Oak Ridge golf course in Clark due to
potential injuries to bystanders.

“If the county has its way, ice
skating rinks will be built on the
(Oak Ridge) property…. I beg you
to reconsider this project,” she said.
She told the board to stop spending
money on “pipe dreams” like the
driving range being built at Gallop-
ing Hill. “Don’t destroy the integ-
rity of Oak Ridge. We can either
lease or sell it in the future as a golf
course where it will generate in-
come,” Ms. Torpey said.

Mr. Devanney said Oak Ridge
could not be leased or sold as it is
under state Green Acres regulations.

public service. but  to caring for those
in need. His ardent advocacy will be
sorely missed,” Mr. Conaway said.

A native of Colts Neck, Mr. Munoz
graduated from University of Virginia
and received his medical degree from
the Albert Einstein College of Medi-
cine in 1974.

Mr. Munoz also received a Master
of Business Administration in Finance
from Columbia University in 1983.
He is survived by his wife Nancy,
four sons and daughter.

A viewing for Mr. Munoz will be
held today Thursday, April 2, from 3
to 7 p.m. at the William R. Dangler
Funeral Home, 309 Springfield Av-
enue Summit.

A Funeral service will be held Fri-
day, April 3,at 11:30 a.m. at St. Teresa
of Avila Roman Catholic Church, 306
Morris Avenue Summit. Internment
will take place at Fair Mount Cem-
etery in Chatham.

In lieu of flowers the family has
requested donations be made to the
following organizations: UMDNJ
Foundation, 65 Bergen Street, Newark,
NJ 07103; Project Liberty Ship, P.O.
Box 25846, Baltimore, MD; 21224-
0546, and New Jersey Ballet, 15
Microlab Road Livingston, NJ 07039.

SP-F BOE Candidates
Take Part in Forum

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Incumbent
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education members Trip Whitehouse
and Betty Anne Woerner, along with
candidate Karen Kulikowski, all of
Scotch Plains (there are no seats up in
Fanwood this year), took part in an
open public forum Tuesday night in
anticipation of the school board elec-
tion later this month. The event fea-
tured questions from the Parent-
Teacher Association, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School’s Junior States-
man and members of the public.

With three candidates running for
three seats, barring a write-in cam-
paign, Ms. Kulikowski, Mr.
Whitehouse and Ms. Woerner are vir-
tually guaranteed spots on the nine-
member school board when it is reor-
ganized later this month. As such, the
forum was more of an opportunity for
the public to get to know the candi-
dates than a debate. Questions fo-
cused on the budget as well as the
proposed activities fee at the high
school and middle school level and
ways to get the public more involved
in the board of education.

All three candidates expressed a
sense of disappointment that more
residents did not file the paper work
to run for the board, saying more
competitive elections create more
interest and more deliberation on the
part of residents.

“The value… is you’re represent-
ing the community values and ideals
[as a board member],” Ms. Woerner
said. “The more input we have, the
better.”

The candidates said they would
like to utilize technology as a way to
get the public more involved. Sug-
gestions included broadcasting the
meetings live, uploading videos and
podcasts onto the board’s website and
potentially hosting meetings at the
various schools throughout the dis-
trict.

“I know it takes a lot to get out of
the house, especially when there’s
inclement weather or homework to
do, but it really does make a differ-
ence,” Ms. Kulikowski said.

Regarding the proposed $100 ac-

tivities on the high school level, the
three candidates were unanimous in
their distaste for the measure, though
they agreed it was the board’s best
option. Mr. Whitehouse, the current
board president, said he “hate[s]” the
user fee personally but felt the alter-
native, which included possibly in-
creasing class sizes, was unaccept-
able.

“I think the alterative, more people
would not like,” Mr. Whitehouse said.

Mr. Whitehouse also said there
would be “latitude on a case by case
basis” regarding the fee to accommo-
date families whose financial situa-
tion would prevent them from paying
all or part of the amount.

Ms. Woerner, Mr. Whitehouse and
Ms. Kulikowski also used the time to
lobby residents on behalf of the bud-
get. Ms. Woerner said the reductions
“stay out of the classroom as much as
possible” which likely would not be
the case if the budget is rejected and
additional cuts are required. Mr.
Whitehouse also asked voters to con-
sider the budget as a whole rather
than focusing on only the few points
they may disagree with.

“Voting against a budget for the
one thing you don’t like will cripple
everything you do like potentially,”
Mr. Whitehouse said.

The election for school boards is
scheduled for Tuesday, April 21.
Voters in Scotch Plains and Fanwood
will vote yes or no on a $73 million
tax levy to support the school budget.

MSBOE: $14.1 Mil.
Budget; $12.6 Mil. Tax

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – At Tuesday
night’s Board of Education meeting,
the board unanimously adopted a $14.1-
million budget proposal for the coming
school year. This proposal includes a
school tax assessment of $12,600,375
for Mountainside properties.

The public will vote on the budget
proposal and elect new board members
on Tuesday, April 21. Two board seats,
three-year terms each, are open. Two
candidates are running unopposed: in-
cumbent Marybeth Schaumberg and
newcomer Jorge Batista.

Business Administrator Roderic
McLaughlin reported on the public
hearing of the 2009-2010 budget. “We
are pleased to begin by stating that we
have received tentative approval on our
budget from the county superinten-
dent,” Mr. McLaughlin said.

“The [budget] process is a long one
beginning in November,” said Mr.
McLaughlin of the budget of
$14,074,480. He said the budget pre-
sentation is on the web at
mountainsideschools.org. Chief School
Administrator (CSA) Jeanette Baubles
said that this year the district’s website
has been revamped and is regularly
updated.

The BOE approved the second read-
ing of various policies ranging from
managing electronic mail to streamlin-
ing school district travel under one
policy instead of four separate ones.

BOE member Mr. Carmine Venes
said in his committee report that the
borough has installed a digital sign at
the corner of New Providence Road
and Route 22 East. He said that the
BOE should request the borough to
post the school board election and bud-
get voting date of April 21 on the sign.

The polls will be open on Tuesday,
April 21 from 2 to 9 p.m. at the follow-
ing locations: Borough Hall at 1385
U.S. Highway 22 East; Community
Presbyterian Church at Deer Path and
Meeting House Lane and Deerfield
School at 302 Central Avenue.

remain.
Garwood, as of mid-March, adver-

tised an 8.5 percent increase over last
year with its $9-million school bud-
get. This year, the district finalized
negotiations with the Garwood Edu-
cation Association for union salaries
retroactive to July 2008 moving for-
ward to July 2011, which realized a
4.5 increase in the first year and 4.3
percent in the subsequent years.
Garwood Superintendent Teresa
Quigley did not return calls by press
deadline.

The Mountainside school district
is under the cap at 3.6 percent with its
$14-million school budget and, in
fact, added new teaching positions
without increasing the teaching staff
line item in the budget due to turn-
over, according to its budget presen-
tation.

this budget.”
During a facilities report, board

member Rob O’Connor said he would
be adding energy savings and solar
projects to a future agenda.

Also Monday, the SP-F BOE ap-
proved submission of the application
to Union County to run the 2009
Creative Summer Workshops.

Later, board members accepted the
2009 No Child Left Behind funds
totaling $210,751.

Additionally, board members ap-
proved revisions to the athletic field
rental charges policy, which include
$250 per four-hour sessions for the
turf field and $3 per student/per day
for summer camps.

Earlier in the meeting, Park Middle
School Social Studies teachers Ralph
Gerace and Julianne Gorton gave a
presentation on service learning. Ms.
Gorton explained that service learn-
ing involves studying a topic and “us-
ing what you learn to improve your
surrounding community.” The learn-
ing aspect takes place “before, during
and after the service,” Mr. Gerace
said.

All seventh graders are currently
required to participate in a service-
learning project and have the option
to work either individually or in small
groups. At this time, students are in
the preparation and planning stage of
the assignment.

Students are asked to organize their
own projects and are involved in ev-
ery step. Past examples included
cross-age tutoring, Go Green! initia-
tives and the Parkinson’s Walk.

The SP-F BOE will meet again on
Thursday, April 16, for an open agenda
meeting.
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SPF-Budget

See more information
And photos at
goleader.com


