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IRVING SCORES GOAL, LESSNER GETS 2ND SHUTOUT

Blue Devil Soccer Boys Edge
Cranford Cougars, 1-0, in OT

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fresh off a huge victory over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and another over
Irvington, the Westfield High School
boys’ soccer team expected a tough
match-up against host Cranford on
September 19 and it turned out that
way. It took a great save by goalie
Mike Lessner and a timely shot by
team captain Mike Irving on an assist
by Matt Isabella in overtime to notch
the 1-0 victory.

Lessner, who recorded his second
shutout, made four saves, including
one brilliant save late in the second
half. Cougar goalie Scott Beyer also
made a few nice stops, including a

leaping tip over the crossbar off a
direct kick by Tom McManus.

The Cougars took the initiative
early in the game and fired a couple of
volleys over the Blue Devils’ cross-
bar; however, with a few exceptions,
Westfield backs Kevin Murphy, Irv-
ing, Patrick Tresnan and Todd
Saunders turned the ball toward the
Cranford goal for the majority of the
game.

“It was a fun game. Give a lot of
credit top Cranford. They hung with
us the whole way. It was a very clean
game. There was no stuff going on
behind the ball. They played hard and
if I were their coach I’m real proud of
them”, said Westfield Head Coach

George Kapner. “In the first half, I
thought we had a number of chances
to finish and we didn’t. We had the
better of the play and we need to put
the ball away. That’s the one thing we
are going to talk to them about. We
gave up possessing the ball because
the grass is very long. The turf is not
conducive to that. We changed to
some old fashion kick-around soccer
and it paid off in the end. Also kudos
to Mike Lessner! He really made a
couple of really good saves tonight.”

Lessner said, “I thought we played
possession well and did a nice job the
whole game. That was our focus be-
cause we really did not possess well
the past two games or as good as we

should. We made some good
runs, had some good opportu-
nities but did not convert.”

As to his saves, Lessner
added, “Our defense did a re-
ally nice job. We didn’t have
too many difficult ones but the
one in the second half, the free
kick, was kind of tough. It
stayed up there. I decided to
come out. I had to get it. It was
coming a little low, so I scooped
it up. Once you make the deci-
sion, you have to go. Luckily I
got it.”

The Cougar defense got
rocked early in the overtime
period when forward Mike
Forgash dribbling up field was
fouled on a pass to Tom
McManus on the 18-yard line
resulting in a free kick where
Irving scorched the ball into

the net.
“We came out after the second half

ended, got in the huddle and we said
that there is no way that we are going
to lose this game after working this
hard. We came out and gave it every-
thing that we had,” said Irving. “We
had a free kick right there on the
eighteen. Myself, McManus, Andy
Flood and Matt Isabella all lined up.
We did our play and I put it in bottom
line corner.”

“Give tremendous credit to
Forgash! Despite not playing much,
we put him in late in the game and he
just gave us a huge spark. We thought
for sure he had a penalty kick on the
other end first, then moments later at
the other end, he was the one that
created the foul just by pure hustling
and really wanting it,” said coach
Kapner.
Westfield 0 0 1 1
Cranford 0 0 0 0

CRISCUOLO TOPS SZCZUKA, 6-3, 6-2 AT 1ST SINGLES

Blue Devil Net Girls Prepare
For UCT; Stop Raiders, 5-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Confidence levels rose after the
Westfield High School girls tennis
team’s loss to highly ranked Millburn
on September 14. Although the Blue
Devils lost, 4-1, every match was
very competitive.

“Going into the Millburn match,
the girls were a little shaky because
they lost to them year after year. Com-
ing out of that match, even though we
lost 4-1, they were all confident in
their play because all the matches
were really close. We had two three-
setters and one that went 7-5, 7-6 in a
tiebreaker,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Frank Geiger. “The feeling
coming out of it was that the girls
wanted to do it again because, after a
couple of matches under their belt,
they would have a good chance of
beating Millburn. They feel that they
have a really good team and I didn’t
have to tell them that, so that’s good.”

That confidence continued with a
5-0 victory at Tamaques Park over a
young but improving Scotch Plains-
Fanwood squad on September 22,
just two days before they Blue Devils
were to defend their Union County
Tournament crown, which they have
possessed for three straight years.

“I told them this is a big match.
This is one of the first teams from our
county who have girls who can play.
They are keeping their intensity and

they want to repeat as county champs,”
said coach Geiger prior to the match.
“Our seniors are really coming along
and lifting everybody’s spirits and
telling them what they have to do, and
that’s really important.”

“We are playing great. They are
keeping the ball in play. Each day is a
building process. Our first three
matches, we played against three top
teams in the state, Bridgewater, Mont-
gomery and J.P. Stevens. We’ve won
our last four matches. Realistically
coming into today, we know that
Westfield is a top-notched team,”
Raider Head Coach Gary Wasserman
said. “Our doubles teams are work-
ing well together. Alek (Aleksandra
Szczuka, first singles) has been a true
leader of the team. She’s very smart.
She knows how to develop her points.
All these girls listen.”

The match of interest was at first
singles between Szczuka and Blue
Devil junior Tara Criscuolo, who owns
UCT crowns at third and second
singles, respectively. After the fuzz
was nearly worn off the tennis balls,
Criscuolo emerged victorious, 6-3,
6-2.

“Tara’s confidence is real high go-
ing into the counties. She is playing
some of the best tennis I have ever
seen her play,” said coach Geiger.

Deborah Wu beat Isabel Lopez, 6-
1, 6-0 at second singles and Marilyn
Kowalksi edged Neha Pannuri, 6-3,

6-4 at third singles. Samantha Borr
and Morgan Murphy stopped Lyndsey
Douglas and Emily Katz, 6-1, 6-4 at
first doubles and Melissa Morawski
and Amanda Simmons topped Julie
Deutsch and Reiman, 6-0, 6-0 at sec-
ond singles.

SEPTEMBER 16:
WESTFIELD 5, EAST SIDE 0
(All scores were, 6-0, 6-0)
First singles: Crisuolo d Marta
Tcharzewska
Second singles: Wu d Maggie
Tcharzewska
Third singles: Kowlaski d Michelle
Janiak
First doubles: Borr/Murhphy d Carmen
Cabrera/Isadrva Silva
Second doubles: Rachel Leahy/Shelby
Carlin d Valeria Mimtoye/ Joana Branco

SEPTEMBER 17:
SPF 5, UNION CATHOLIC 0
First singles: Szczuka d Jaelynn Lee, 6-
0, 6-0
Second singles: Lopez d Sarah Surma,
6-0, 6-2
Third singles: Pannuri d Amina Dixon,
6-0, 6-0
First doubles: Douglas and Katz d Colleen
Cassidy and Nina Napolitano, 6-0, 6-1
Second doubles: Deutsch and Reiman d
Liz Tartaglia and Nathalia Obara, 6-1, 6-0

SEPTEMBER 18:
WESTFIELD 5, LINDEN 0
(All scores were, 6-0, 6-0)
First singles: Crisuolo d Sylwia
Czarnocka
Second singles: Wu d Fatema Sumerin
Third singles: Kowlaski d Cristen Lim
First doubles: Borr/Murhphy d Viviana
Montanez/Jessika Geneus
Second doubles: Morawski/Simmons
d Kelly Raymond/Alessandra Bolanos

Blue Devil Gymnasts Swamp
Union Catholic, 106.4-58.1

The Westfield High School gym-
nastic team opened its season with a
106.4-58.1 swamping of Union
Catholic in Westfield on September
16. Junior Jenna Rodrigues took top
honors with an all-around total of
36.725.

Rodrigues placed first in the vault
with a 9.1, the uneven bars with a 9.2
and the balance beam with a 9.25.
She also placed second on the floor
exercise with a 9.175 behind team-
mate Tina Chabrier, who scored a
9.3. Chabrier also placed second on
beam at 8.7. Lacy Cummings took
second on the bars at 8.675 and fifth
on vault at 8.4. Allie Barba took
third on beam at 8.375 and sixth on

bars at 8.275.
Jamie Bornstein at 8.65 and Kelly

Bohlinger at 8.6 placed 2-3 on the
vault, while Abigail Goldring placed
seventh with a 7.95. On the floor,
Bohlinger at 8.775 and Bornstein at
8.575 placed 3-4, while Sara Shields
took sixth at 8.1. Shields at 7.9 and
Kelsey Greenfield at 7.575 placed 6-
7 on beam. Greenfield also placed
fifth on bars with an 8.375 behind
Kaitlyn Johnson at 8.6.

Viking Nicole Pietrapertosa placed
fourth on vault at 8.5, fourth on beam
at 8.275 and seventh on bars at 7.775.
Ellen McDermott placed fifth on the
floor at 8.525, fifth on beam at 8.225
and sixth on vault at 8.15.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PROVIDING STIFF COMPETITION…Raider Aleksandra Szczuka provided stiff competition in her first singles match
with Blue Devil Tara Criscuolo.

GETTING A LEG UP ON THE KEEPER…Blue Devil senior midfielder Todd Saunders,
No. 23, fires off a shot at Cranford goalie Scott Beyer. Westfield won, 1-0, in overtime.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE OF NEW CONSTRUCTION $2,795,000

SCOTCH PLAINS CAPTIVATING RANCH $619,000MOUNTAINSIDE CAPE COD $519,999

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious
amenities & an enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 19 room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace,
sitting room, his & her walk-in closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms, 6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases
add convenience to luxury. Formal living room with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed with custom inlays in the
hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings. An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include granite tops,
pantry, and a butler‘s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF.  MLS # 2324649

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Peace and privacy are waiting for you on this wooded and professionally landscaped lot. A
spacious 4 Bedroom, 2 Full Bath Open Floor Plan Cape Cod with central air-conditioning,
hardwood floors, a spacious eat-in-kitchen, 1st floor Great Room, wood burning fireplace
in Living Room, fenced in back yard and large deck for relaxing. There is a 1 car built-in
garage plus a tandem built-in garage with an automatic door opener. MLS # 2576217

SCOTCH PLAINS SPLIT LEVEL $679,000
This gracious 4 Bedroom, 3 Bath Split Level home offers a spacious sunlit floor plan
enhanced by quality upgrades and amenities. Set on a spectacular .947 acre complete
with a sparkling in-ground pool, just moments from schools, shops, NY transportation
and recreation. MLS # 2537361

This classic Ranch style home boasts a sparkling, most spacious interior combined with
quality upgrades and amenities throughout. The home offers an updated kitchen (‘08),
master suite with walk-in closet and newer private bath, first floor laundry, furnace and
central air (‘05), Certain Teed Cedar Impressions siding and 50‘ custom deck with hot tub
(‘05), hardwood floors, delightful front porch, fireplace in Living Room and more. Set on
a spectacular 1.4 acre property yet just moments from schools, shops, NY transportation
and recreation. MLS #2578629

WESTFIELD COLONIAL $539,000
Immaculate 3 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial with an open floor plan. The updated kitchen
has a center island and tile floor, the family room features a raised ceiling with 2 new ceiling
fans with lights. Relax in the hot tub in the 3 season sun room overlooking a very large yard.
Other amenities include central air, hardwood floors, bay window in living room, a full
basement for storage and a 2 car attached garage. All this in a great neighborhood and close
to schools. MLS # 2517106

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


