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Israeli Anthology Publishes
Student’s ‘Life in Her Eyes’
SCOTCH PLAINS – Taylor Swaak,

an eighth grader at Park Middle School
in Scotch Plains, has been passionate
about writing since kindergarten.

She recently received the honor of
having one of her poems
published in an annual an-
thology, Voices Israel
2008, “Poetry from Israel
and abroad,” Volume 34.

Taylor’s poem, “Life In
Her Eyes,” was written
when she was in sixth
grade studying the Holo-
caust. The poem reflects
the experiences of a young
girl surviving day to day
in a German concentra-
tion camp.

Her mom, Christina
Swaak, said, “It is so mature and poi-
gnant for someone so young that I felt
I needed to share her work with others.
I was very humbled by the poem’s
intensity and hopeful to think that many
of our kids are beginning to better un-
derstand the atrocities of that time.”

The editor of Voices Israel, Helen
Bar-Lev, was equally impressed with

Taylor’s work. Of the 129 individuals
whose poems appear in the book, Tay-
lor is the only child represented.

Taylor was first recognized for her
writing back in 2006, when she entered

a statewide essay contest
asking kids to write to their
favorite author about the
impact their book(s) had
on them.

Taylor was one of 75
semifinalists chosen out
of 7,000 New Jersey stu-
dents who participated in
this nationally run “Let-
ters about Literature” es-
say contest.

Her letter was addressed
to J.K. Rowling of the
popular “Harry Potter” se-

ries. The awards ceremony was held at
the Governor’s Mansion in Princeton.

The “Letters about Literature” con-
test is held yearly, and this year’s sub-
missions must be postmarked by De-
cember 6. More information about the
contest can be obtained at New Jersey
Center for the Book at
njcenterforthebook.org.
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Already decided on Riverbend

for next summer?

FAMILY CAMP DAY 

Saturday October 4 th

Enroll for 2009 by October 4 and

enjoy a day at camp for parents and kids

• high ropes • games

• canoeing • sports

• ceramics • gaga

• arts& crafts • BBQ lunch

Still choosing a camp fornext summer? 
OPEN HOUSE FOR PROSPECTIVE FAMILIESSaturday October 25th 11am to 2pm

Meet our family, play with our counselors and
sample lots of fun Camp Riverbend activities,games, crafts and BBQ lunch

OR

1-888-THE CAMP www.campriverbend.com

RSVP Required

THEY CALL ME MACARENA…Franklin students and their families recently
got together for the PTO’s annual picnic. Families packed their own meals along
with a dessert to share; afterwards, children took part insports, face-painting, hula-
hoop and jump rope activities. Franklin dad and deejay Brian Moynihan provided
music, which had students dancing in the schoolyard. Pictured are fourth graders
Emily Sackett and Emma Pettit sharing a laugh while doing “The Macarena.”

Park School Families Enjoy
Fifth Grade Welcome Picnic

PICNICGROUNDS…Fifth grader Zachary Carter, sitting at center, enjoys the
Park Middle School Fifth Grade Welcome Picnic with his family: Mom Lainie,
Dad Brett and Sister Jillian.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Earlier this
month, approximately 100 Park Middle
School families enjoyed a picnic on the
Park Middle School grounds.

The Fifth Grade Picnic, held Sep-
tember 5, was an opportunity to wel-
come the incoming fifth graders and
their families to the Park Middle School
community.

Families brought their dinner, chairs
and blankets, and enjoyed an evening
with old friends while meeting new
ones. Each family was asked to bring
chips, fruit or a dessert to share. As a
result, the snack and dessert table had a
wide assortment of goodies for all.

After the families finished their din-
ners, the fifth graders and their siblings
busied themselves on the School One
playground and played soccer, football
and Frisbee.

PTA officers Maggie Savoca, presi-
dent, Jayne Tsipas, recording secretary,
and Michelle Blanck, second vice presi-
dent, welcomed families and encour-
aged them to sign up for the Park Middle
School e-mail list.

Currently, 119 of the 227 fifth grade
students’ families are signed up for the
e-mail list. It provides a way to stay
informed about school activities and

news. Anyone wishing to sign up for
the e-mail list should e-mail
parkptapres@gmail.com with their
name, student’s name and grade, and
phone number.

In addition, Lisa Rebimbas, princi-
pal and Michael Kneller, assistant prin-
cipal, were on hand to meet and greet
the fifth graders and their families.

They were able to answer questions
and get to know those in attendance in
an informal and fun atmosphere.

• Learn from Nationally Acclaimed, Award Winning,
Published Designer.

• Discover 10 innovative products to make your kitchen
more functional.

• Find out what woods, finishes and colors are hot, and
what’s not.

• Learn where your investment dollars are maximized.

FREE KITCHEN SEMINAR

Where: The Hilton at Short HIlls
When: Tuesday, October 7th

Time: 7 pm

Space is limited to first 25 callers.
Reserve your seat by calling (973) 376-8878

Abbey’s Kitchens, Baths, & Interiors, Inc.
www.abbeys.com

W403604-01

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO 

KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE 

 
 The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario 
C. Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, 
Esq., Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq. will present to 

the public a free seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about 
Divorce” at The Westwood in Garwood on Thursday, September 25, 2008 and 
Saturday, September 27, 2008.  Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in 

matrimonial law for over 35 years, and his group of other well-experienced 
attorneys, will review the law, explain the legal process and answer all your 
questions concerning premarital agreements, separation, divorce, division of 
assets, alimony, child support, domestic violence and post-divorce Court 

review of changed financial and child related circumstances, as well as the new 
law governing civil unions.   
 
 Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an 

alternative to the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers 
the potential for significant financial savings, while assuring that your rights are 
fully protected by avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court 
proceedings. 

 
 If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or 
if you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free 

Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the Seminar may 
be of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.  
A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees.  

 

WHERE: 

The Westwood 

438 North Avenue  

Garwood, New Jersey 07027 

908-789-0808 

www.thewestwood.com 

 

WHEN: 

Thursday, September 25, 2008 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  

Saturday, September 27, 2008 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

Reservations Required (no names needed) 

Call: (908) 272-0200      

Refreshments will be served 

Paid Bulletin Board

Scott Seib
PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Quality bathroom remodeling

for 26 years

908-654-1818
License #6548

WF’s Mosner Hones Skills
At Northwestern Institute

WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Amanda Mosner, who is already ap-
plying her journalism skills as editor
of The Beacon newspaper at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison
and contributing her opinions to the
“Student View” column for The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times,
attended a five-week jour-
nalism program at North-
western University’s Na-
tional High School Insti-
tute during the summer.

Amanda’s program was
part of Medill,
Northwestern’s journal-
ism school.

One of a select group of
students from across the
country who appliedfor
the program, Amanda
learned from Medill pro-
fessors and guest speakers in “heavily
condensed” college classes.

She honed her skills in basic news
reporting, descriptive writing, feature
writing, design, broadcast journalism,
ethics, libel and first-amendment is-
sues, among other topics.

Amanda, who is the daughter of Mr.
Matthew Mosner and Ms. Nancy
Richman of Westfield, said, “The pro-
gram has most definitely helped my
writing and journalism skills. I have
learned an incredible amount here,
and since our instructors edit our pa-
pers like they would college students
or adult writers, we’re getting really
great and helpful criticism.

“They aren’t ‘dumbing’ anything
down for us,” she added. “It’s prob-
ably one of the reasons why the pro-
gram is so amazingly intense.”

The program has also given Amanda
countless ideas that she would like to
apply to her work on The Beacon. She
hopes to manage the newspaper with

greater efficiency and pub-
lish it more frequently.

“While this program has
been incredibly difficult
and tiring, I am learning
so much that it’s almost
unbelievable,” she shared.
“I’ve heard so many dif-
ferent people speak on so
many different topics; I’ve
visited The Chicago Tri-
bune and Newsweek; and
I’ve learned about all the
things you can do in jour-
nalism. I’m also planning

on trying to freelance this year in
addition to writing for The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, which our instruc-
tors encourage us to do already.”

Looking toward the future, Amanda
said, “Since the eighth grade, I’ve
wanted to pursue a career in journal-
ism. After being here, I’ve learned that
it is constantly getting harder to get
into, as papers grow smaller and
smaller, for example, but I don’t care.
I would love to be a foreign correspon-
dent above all, but I’d also like to write
for a magazine such as Rolling Stone
or Newsweek or just be a national hard
news writer.”

Amanda Mosner

Union Catholic Students
Experience Life in Spain

AREA – For three weeks this past
summer, nine current seniors at Union
Catholic High School in Scotch Plains
participated in the Council on Overseas
Language Educa-
tion at the
Universitaria San
Lorenzo, Spain.

C h r i s t o p h e r
Brown, Edison;
Melissa Carey,
Scotch Plains; Katie
Colombo, Scotch
Plains; Gina Egidio,
Edison; James
Lubin, Cranford;
Jenna Lloyd,
Cranford; Nina
Napolitano, Scotch
Plains; Christopher
Wolff, Scotch
Plains, and Ashley
Wytenus, Colonia,
earned college cred-
its in foreign language to take with
them upon graduation from Union
Catholic.

The students traveled to the cities of
Valencia, Leon, Valladolid, Salamanca
and Madrid. Through their personal
contacts with the Spanish people, the

students gathered information about its
culture and civilization, assisting them
with the rigorous academic require-
ments of the program.

The students at-
tended evening
classes and tours
and completed
Spanish-language
immersion and oral
presentations for
final grading.

Six of the stu-
dents who attended
the trip are cur-
rently in Advanced
Placement Span-
ish, while three are
in Honors Spanish
4.

When asked
about the overall
benefits that this
experience would

bring to the students, Cathy McHugh,
Spanish teacher and curriculum spe-
cialist of the Foreign Language Depart-
ment said, “The best and most effective
way to learn another language is total
immersion and that is what this trip to
Spain provided.”

RAGING BULL…Pictured attending
a bullfight in Madrid, from left to right,
are Gina Egidio, James Lubin of
Cranford and Christopher Brown. The
students participated in an Overseas
Language Education immersion at the
Universitaria San Lorenzo, Spain.

SP-F Music Boosters
Announce Golf Outing

SCOTCH PLAINS/FANWOOD –
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Music
Booster Association is hosting a golf
outing on Monday, October 6, at
Shackamaxon Country Club, with a
buffet dinner and music immediately
following at the country club.

This event will serve as the Music
Boosters’ premier fundraising event of
the school year. Last year’s event en-
abled the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Mu-
sic Boosters to purchase more than
$8,000 worth of instruments and equip-
ment for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district.

The cost per person for golf is $185
and includes a cart, use of the putting
green, locker rooms, a light lunch,
snacks on the course, and a buffet din-

ner following the tournament.
There will be prizes awarded for golf

as well as raffles at the post-tournament
dinner. The award-winning Scotch
Plains Fanwood High School
Moonglowers Jazz ensemble and other
choral ensembles will provide enter-
tainment from the high school.

Corporate and hole sponsors are still
needed for this event.

For more information, contact Jamie
Denman at (908) 472-8308, Lisa
McNally at (908) 654-5506 or Kate
Reilly at (908) 889-6224 or e-mail
spfmbagolftennis@yahoo.com.

Woman’s Club Invites
Area Women to Join
WESTFIELD – The Woman’s Club

of Westfield invites women in the area
to enjoy its numerous activities.

The club gives cash contributions to
Children’s Specialized Hospital, boy
and girl scouts, the United Fund, Over-
look Hospice, Center For Hope Hos-
pice and Palliative Care, among many
others.

The ongoing volunteer services sup-
port meals for the needy, shelters for
abused women, Christmas treats for
veterans, hours spent at the food bank
and many more. Interesting speakers,
social events and recreation contribute
to a well-rounded program.

Open enrollment is ongoing. All are
welcome to join, and membership is
not limited to Westfield residents. For
further information, a brochure and an
application please contact: Woman’s
Club of Westfield, P.O. Box 2428,
Westfield, N.J. 07091 or call (908) 233-
2339.

Fanwood Recreation
Posts Senior Programs
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Recre-

ation Commission has announced its
fall program schedule for borough se-
nior citizens. Programs will begin the
week of Monday, September 29, and
run through the week of Monday, De-
cember 15.

Offerings include Aerobics (Tues-
days, 9:15 to 10 a.m.), Tai Chi (Tues-
days, 10:15 to 11:15 a.m.), Line Danc-
ing (Thursdays, 1 to 2 p.m.) and Water
Exercise (Fridays, 11 to 11:45 a.m.).

All classes will be held in the recre-
ation building at Forest Road Park,
except for Water Exercise, which will
take place at the Jewish Community
Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey’s
Wilf Jewish Community Campus in-
door pool. The JCC is located at 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Registration forms may be picked up
at Fanwood Borough Hall, located at
75 North Martine Avenue. For more
information about fees, the schedule
and registration, visit
fanwoodrecreation.org or call Fanwood
Recreation at (908) 370-7092.

October  2008  Westfield Memorial Library Events 
Library Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:30 AM to 9:00 PM 

Friday and Saturday 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM  Sunday 1:00 to 5 PM 

Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to some programs.  
550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090    908-789-4090   www.wmlnj.org 

10/1
10/3
10/6
10/7
10/8
10/10 
10/14 
10/16 
10/17 
10/20 
10/21 
10/22 
10/23 
10/24 
10/29 
10/29 
10/30 
10/31 

 7:00 pm 
 1:30 pm 
2 & 7 pm 
10:00 am 
 7:00 pm 
 1:30 pm 
 7:00 pm 
10:00 am 
 1:30 pm 
 7:00 pm 
 7:00 pm 
 7:00 pm 
10:00 am 
 1:30 pm 
10:00 am 
 7:30 pm 
 8:00 pm 
 1:30 pm 

“The Addams Family” Movie” 
TGIF!  The Pine Barrens of New Jersey 
International Film:  “This is England” 
Computer Class:  Online Data Bases: Homework 911 
Ron MacCloskey Presents Charles Addams  
TGIF!  George Burns 
Computer Class:  Online Data Bases: Homework 911 
Computer Class:  Business & Investment Resources  
TGIF!  Antonio Vivaldi 
Digital TV:  What to Do Before Digital TV Arrives 
Computer Class: Microsoft Excel for Beginners 
Local author Naomi Desiderio Speaks on Hell at Sea
Computer Class: Travel Resources on the Internet 
TGIF!  Travel France 
Computer Class:  Microsoft Word for Beginners 
NJ Devil: Fact or Fiction? 
Poetry Reading by Susanna Rich:  “The Thing” 
TGIF! Classic Movie Week:  “Laura” 

CHILDREN’S AND TEEN PROGRAMS 

ADULT PROGRAMS 

10/1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
10/3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
10/6, 20, 27 
10/7, 14, 21, 28 
10/7, 14, 21, 28 
10/8
10/9, 23 
10/15 
10/16 
10/24 

10:00 am 
10:00 am 
10:00 am 
 1:30 pm 
 3:30 pm 
 3:45 pm 
10:00 am 
 7:00 pm 
 7:00 pm 
 3:45 pm 

Preschool Storytime 
Tots’ Storytime 
Toddler Time 
PreSchool Storytime 
Teen Board Games 
Readers’ Theater 
Babies Love Lapsit! 
Scavenger Hunt at the Library 
Author Bonnie Cuzollino: Letter of Love from China 
Big Kids’ Storytime 

Closed on Monday, October 13 for Columbus Day 

Mum’s The Word At
Westfield High School
WESTFIELD – The Westfield High

School marching band will hold its
annual fall mum sale, Saturday, Sep-
tember 27, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. rain
or shine at Edison Intermediate School
on the corner of Rahway Avenue and
Grove Street.

The sale will feature nine-inch pot-
ted mums in an assortment of colors at
$7 each.

Proceeds help sponsor band events,
activities and competitions. Westfield
blankets and other merchandise will
also be on sale. For more information,
call (908) 389-1596.

Taylor Swaak


